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Resolution Number: 2000-A015

Title: Request Deposit of Church's Published Works in the Church
Archives

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That no less than two fair copies of all published works produced by the national offices and
canonical agencies of the Episcopal Church be deposited in the Archives of the Episcopal Church
where they shall be registered and made immediately accessible to the broader church and the public;
and that the same deposit shall be required of all statements and works endorsed or recommended
by the General Convention and shall be transmitted to the Archives by the person or bedy who is the
original author of the resolution or by some other means; and be it further

Resolved, That all dioceses be urged to deposit in the national Church Archives copies (electronic, if
possible and appropriate) of diocesan publications including the newspapers, periodicals, studies,
reports, and other circulated public statements.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of... The Episcopal Church, Denver,
2000 (New York: General Convention, 2001), p. 204.
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Resolution Number: 2000-A016

Title: Affirm the Responsibility of the Archives for Electronic Records
Preservation

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Submitted

Final Text:

Resolved, That the Archives of the Episcopal Church be directed to work with technology and
communications partners of the Church to protect access to electronic records and automated record
keeping systems which represent a significant investment in this church's information assets; and that
the Archives identify and describe sets of data and develop standards for the retention and access to
electrenic records of continuing value; and be it further

Resolved, That in order to ensure archival custody and access to electronic records of the national
church and to provide unbroken custody, authenticity of source and content, and reliability of data
of continuing value, the national church staff shall (i) consult with the Archives when developing
computer applications and other online resources of statistical, textual, and graphical data; and (ii)
make provision to migrate legacy files for future use, so that electronic data is preserved and made
accessible as record keeping systems; and (iii) create essential (auditable) systems documentation in
both machine and human readable form. Canonical responsibility of the Archives for custody of
inactive electronic records of the national church is affirmed.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Denver,
2000 (New York: General Convention, 2001), p. 253f.
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Resolution Number: 1994-A011

Title: Urge Dioceses to Provide for Preservation and Access to Historical
Records

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the General Convention urge the individual dioceses
to make provision for the preservation and care of their permanent records, using local resources and
those that are available to the dioceses through the Archives of the Episcopal Church, and, where
outside institutional repositories are used for depositing Church records, that the Dioceses consult
with the Archivist of the Episcopal Church to secure a favorable deposit agreement that guarantees
access, preservation and the permanent custody of the records by the Episcopal Church; and be it
further

Resolved, That in those instances where any diocese or congregation determines that it is unable to
provide for the security or preservation of its permanent records, the General Convention direct that
such collections, or permanent security copies thereof, shall be deposited in the Archives of the
Episcopal Church, where they shall be preserved and made available to the Diocese and the research
community.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Indianapolis,
1994 (New York: General Convention, 1995), pp. 318-19.
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Resolution Number: 1988-A175
Title: Amend Canon 1.1.5 [Of the General Convention Registrar|
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended
Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That Canon 1.1.5 be amended as follows:

(b) It shall be the duty of the said Registrar to precure-a maintain suitable
records of the ordinations and consecrations of all Bishops of this Church,...

(c) He The Registrar shall prepare, in such form as the House of Bishops shall prescribe, the Letters
of Ordination and Consecration in duplicate ;-and-he shall have the same immediately signed and
sealed by the ordaining and consecrating Bishops, and by such other Bishops assisting as may be
practicable ;-and-he shall deliver to the newly consecrated Bishop one of the said letters, and shall

carefully file and retain the other among-the-papers-in-his-eustody; and shal/l make a minute thereof
in his-beek-ef the official records.

(f) It shall be the duty of the Secretaries of both Houses, within six-menths 30 days after the adjournment
of the General Convention, to deliver to the Registrar the manuscript minutes of the proceedings of
both Houses, together with the Journals, files, papers, reports, and all other documents of either
House. The manuscript minutes of both Houses shall remain filed until after the adjournment of the
second Convention following that at which such minutes shall have been taken; Provided, however,
that any part of such minutes, for any reason unpublished in the Journal, shall remain filed in the
Archives. The Secretary of the House of Deputies shall also deliver to the Registrar, when not otherwise
expressly directed, all the Journals, files, papers, reports, and other documents specified in Canon
1.6. The Secretaries shall require the registrar to give them receipts for the journals and other papers

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Detroit,
1988 (New York: General Convention, 1989), p. 272.
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Resolution Number: 1982-A027

Title: Amend Canon 1.5.3 [Transmission of Diocesan Journals and Papers]
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Submitted

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That Title I, Canon 5, Sec. 3(a) be amended to read as
follows:

Sec. 3(a). It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Convention er-Convoeeation of every jurisdiction
to forward to the Secretary of the House of Deputies, immediately upon publication, five fwo copies
of the Journal of the Convention er-€onvecation of the jurisdiction, together with episcopal charges,
statements, and such other papers as may show the state of the Church in his that jurisdiction, and
one copy to the Archives of the Church.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of... The Episcopal Church, New Orleans,
1982 (New York: General Convention, 1986), p. C-71.
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ToPIC/TITLE: Canons: Amendments to the Canons Affecting Data Collection and
Records in Electronic Format

PROPOSER: Board of the Archives of the Episcopal Church

C&C PAGE: 38

BB PAGE: 711

Resolved, the House of concurring, That Canon 1.6.5(a) [Of the Mode of Securing

an Accurate View of the State of This Church] be amended as follows:
Sec. 5 (a) It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Convention of every jurisdiction to
forward to the Secretary of the House of Deputies, immediately upon publication, two
copies of the Journals of the Convention of the jurisdiction, together with Episcopal
charges, statements, and such etherpapers other records in paper or electronic format as
may show the state of the Church in that jurisdiction, and ere-eepy-fwo copies to the
Archives of the Church in a common format as prescribed by the Archivist of the Church.

And be it further

Resolved, That Canon 1.1.5(f) [Of the General Convention] be amended as follows:

Sec. 5 (f) It shall be the duty of the secretaries of both Houses;within-thirty-daysafterthe
adjeurnment-of the-General Conventions-to deliver to the Registrar-Archives of the

church, the manuscript minutes of both Houses, together with the Journals, files, papers,
reports, electronic records, and all other documents of either House in a manner
proscribed by the Archivist. The manuseript minutes of both Houses shall remain filed
until after the adjournment of the seeend-first Convention following that at which such
minutes shall have been taken; Provided, however, that any part of such minutes, for any
reason unpublished in the Journal, shall remain filed in the Archives. The Secretary of the
House of Deputies shall also deliver to the Registrar-Archives of the Church, as
prescribed by the Archivist, when not otherwise expressly directed, all the Journals, files,
papers, reports, and other published, unpublished or electronic documents specified in
Canon 1.6. The Secretaries shall require the Registrar- Archivist to give them receipts for
the Journals and other papers records.

EXPLANATION:

Canon 1.6.5(a) requires the deposit of the diocesan journal and other annual diocesan reports with the
Secretary of the House of Deputies and the Archives. These canonical texts are now being published in
multiple electronic formats, as well as, and sometimes to the exclusion of, paper forms. Local authorities
are often unaware or ill equipped to create digital archives of these documents for permanent retention.
The Board of the Archives recommends these changes in light of changing technological realities in order
to secure a historically accurate view of the state of the church. The changes to canonical language are in
keeping with usage found in Canon 1.1.5(a) and are designed to establish parameters for standard
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communication formats and exchanging permanent and authentic records in electronic form. The changes
suggested to Canon 1.1.5(f) will align the canon to current practice by removing an inordinately lengthy in-
office retention period in light of the church's records management program. It also accommodates
technology that has compressed the time between creation and retention of electronic records for purposes
of timely archiving for future retrieval. Section (a) of the same Canon already requires that the Registrar,
"transmit the same [Convention records] to the Archives of the church as prescribed by the Archivist." The
Board recommends these revisions to encourage a common set of interchangeable data and communication
formats that can be carried forward at minimum cost into future electronic platforms and technologies.
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