














ordain him as Priest, if he the person has not received such ordination; or

(3). Ordain-him as a Deacon and, no sooner than four months thereafter, ordain him the person a
Priest conditionally (having baptized and confirmed him the person conditionally if necessary) if he
hasbeen-ordained by a Bishop whose authority to convey such orders has not been recognized by
this Church.

(b). In the case of an ordination pursuant to Sec. 5 (a) (2) of this Canon, the Bishop may, at the time
of such ordination, read this preface to the service:

The Ecclesiastical Authority of this Diocese is satisfied that A.B., who is already a minister of
Christ, accepts the Doctrine, Discipline, and Worship of this Church and now desires to be ordained
a Deacon (or ordained a Priest) in this Church. We are about to confer upon A.B. the grace and
authority of Holy Orders as this Church has received them and requires them for the exercise of the
ministry of a Deacon (or a Priest).

The letters of ordination in such cases may contain the words:

Acknowledging the ministry which A.B. has already received and hereby adding to that commission
the grace and authority of Holy Orders as understood and required by this Church for the exercise
of the ministry of a Deacon (or a Priest).

(c). In the case of a conditional ordination pursuant to Sec. S (a) (3) of this Canon, the Bishop shall
at the time of such ordination, read this preface to the service:

The Ecclesiastical Authority of this Diocese has been satisfied that A.B., who has been ordained by a
Bishop whose authority has not been recognized by this Church, accepts the Doctrine, Discipline,
and Worship of this Church, and now desires conditional ordination. By this service of ordination,
we propose to establish that A.B. is qualified to exercise the ministry of a Deacon (or a Priest).

Sec. 6. No one shall be ordained or received as a Deacon orreceived-assuch-until he-be-age
twenty-one years-ofage. No one shall be ordained orordained-Priestorreceived as such a Priest
until re-be-age twenty-four years-ofage-.

Sec. 7. A Deacon received under Sec. 5 of this Canon, desiring to be ordained to the Priesthood must
satisfy all the requirements for ordination to the Priesthood as set forth in Canon IIL.7.

CANON 12.
Of Clergy Ordained by Bishops of Other Churches in Communion with This Church

Sec. 1(a). A Member of the Clergy, declaring himself tohave-been-ordained by a Bishop of another
Church in communion with this Church, or by a Bishop consecrated for a foreign ecountry land by

Bishops of this Church under Article I1I of the Constitution shall, before he-be-being permitted to
officiate in any Parish; Missiomoer-Congregation of this Church, exhibit to the Member of the
Clergy in charge, or, if there be no Member of the Clergy in charge, to the Vestry thereof, a
certificate of recent date, signed by the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese that-his-the person's
letters of Holy Orders and other credentials are valid and authentic, and given by a Bishop in
communion with this Church, and whose authority is acknowledged by this Church; and also that
he the person has exhibited to the-said Ecclesiastical Authority satisfactory evidence of his (i) moral
and godly character and of his (ii) theological qualifications.

(b).-And B efore heshalltbe-being permitted to take charge of any Parish; Mission; or-Congregation,
or be being received into any Diocese of this Church as a Member of the-its Clergy thereof; re-shalt
produce-to-the Ecclesiastical Authority shall receive Letters Dimissory or equivalent credentials
under the hand and seal of the Bishop with whose Diocese-he the person has been last connected,
which letters or credentials shall be delivered within six months from the date thereof. Before-such
receiving the Member of the Clergy shall-also-bereceived, the Bishop shall require him 70 a promise
in writing to submit himself in all things to the Discipline of this Church, without recourse to any
foreign jurisdiction, civil or ecclesiastical; and shall further require him the person to subscribe and
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make in his-the Bishop's presence, and in the presence of two or more Presbyters, the declaration

required in Article VIII of the Constitution. He-shall-also-be-examined-by-T he Bishop and at least
one Presbyter shall examine the person as to his knowledge of the history of this Church, its worship
and government. The said Ecclesiastical-Authority, Bishop also being satisfied of him-the person's
theological qualifications, may then receive him the person into the Diocese as a Member of the

Clergy of this Church., Provided;thatsuch-Member-of the-€lergyshalinot-be-entitled-to-hold

(c). A member of the Clergy declaring himself to have been ordained by a Bishop of another Church
in communion with this Church, or by a Bishop consecrated for a foreign country-/and by Bishops
of this Church, under Article I1I of the Constitution, shall not be accepted nor shall the Member of
the Clergy mamed-therein be placed on the clergy list of this Church until such-aMember-of-the
€lergyshalthave-having submitted himself-to, and satisfactorily passed, a thorough examination,
covering both mental-medical and psychological and-physical condition by professionals appointed
by the Bishop. The forms for medical and psychological and psychiatric reports prepared by The
Church Pension Fund shall be used for these purposes.

Sec. 2. Hsuch A Member of the Clergy be who is a Deacon he-shall not be ordered Priest until he
shatthave having resided within the jurisdiction of this Church at least one year and all the
requirements for ordination to the Priesthood as required by Canon I11.7 have been satisfied.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Detroit, 1988 (New York: General Convention, 1989), p. 600.
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05 - Canons D002

ToPIC/TITLE: Canons: Amend Canon I11.10.2(a)(2)

PROPOSER: Canon John Wood Goldsack Esq.

C&C PAGE: 93

BB PAGE:

Resolved, the House of concurring, That Canon I11.10.2(a)(2) be hereby

amended as follows:

(2) Before being permitted to take charge of any Congregation as Rector, or being
received into any Diocese of this Church as a Member of its Clergy, the Ecclesiastical
Authority shall receive Letters Dimissory or equivalent credentials under the hand and
seal of the Bishop with whose Diocese the person has been last connected, which letters
or credentials shall be delivered within six months from the date thereof. Before receiving
the Member of the Clergy the Bishop shall require a promise in writing to submit in all
things to the Discipline of this Church, without recourse to any foreign jurisdiction, civil
or ecclesiastical; and shall further require the person to subscribe and make in the
Bishop's presence, and in the presence of two or more Presbyters, the declaration required
in Article VIII of the Constitution. The Bishop and at least one Presbyter shall examine
the person as to knowledge of the history of this Church, its worship and government.
The Bishop also being satisfied of the person's theological qualifications, may then
receive the person into the Diocese as a Member of the Clergy of this Church.

EXPLANATION:

Clergy ordained by bishops of churches in communion with The Episcopal Church (Church of England,
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and the others listed in Canon I11.10.2(a)(3)) are permitted by
Canon I11.10.2(a)(1) to serve in TEC congregations in certain capacities without formal reception into TEC
and relinquishment of their original church membership.It is clear that a priest of such a church can serve as
an assistant priest in TEC for even an extended period of time while maintaining their original church
membership. A question has arisen as to whether such a clergyperson would be required to be received into
TEC as a condition for serving as a chaplain, interim, vicar or other priest-in-charge, or rector.As regards
ELCA pastors, paragraph 22 of Called to Common Mission provides that such reception is not required for
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all such service but that "Ordained ministers from either church seeking long-term ministry with primary
responsibility in the other will be expected to apply for clergy transfer and to agree to the installation vow
or declaration of conformity in the church to which she or he is applying to minister permanently.” The
Principles for the Orderly Exchange of Pastors and Priests issued by the TEC Office for Ministry
Development further clarifies that "A rector in an Episcopal congregation must be a priest of the EC,
therefore extended service by an ELCA pastor in an Episcopal congregation would of necessity occur under
circumstances other than that of 'rector’ and that "Canon 111.10. Sec. 2 (a) specifies the requirements to be
met before a member of the clergy ordained in other churches in communion with the EC may be permitted
to officiate in an EC congregation as vicar, curate, on-going supply pastor, interim, assistant or pastor-in-
charge for a specified term under a contractual arrangement."This distinction between serving as rector, for
which reception into TEC would be required, and serving in these other capacities, for which reception is
not required, is not clearly set forth in existing canon. Nor is the phrase "take charge" of a Congregation
given uniform meaning elsewhere in TEC canons as referring to a rectorship.Accordingly, the current
proposal is to clarify that "tak[ing] charge of any Congregation as Rector", as opposed to taking charge as
priest-in-charge or otherwise, is the trigger for requiring formal reception into The Episcopal Church for
priests from other denominations in communion with TEC. There is no reason why the principles
articulated in Called to Common Mission and amplified by the Office for Ministry Development for ELCA
pastors should not be equally applicable to members of the clergy from the other denominations listed in
Canon II1.10.2(a)(3) as well.
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