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Resolution Number: 1994-A128

Title: Establish an Executive Council Commission on HIV/AIDS
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the 71st General Convention establish a commission
on HIV/AIDS whose duty it shall be to focus the Church's attention on the theological, ethical and
pastoral questions inherent in the HIV/AIDS crises; to develop recommendations and strategies to
increase awareness throughout the Church of the HIV/AIDS crises; to facilitate communication with
and among the several organizations, institutions and programs engaged in HIV/AIDS ministries
within and related to the Church; and to advocate to the Church and to the world concern for those
affected with the HIV/AIDS; and be it further

Resolved, That the commission on HIV/AIDS shall consist of 1 Bishop, 3 Presbyters or Deacons and
5 Lay Persons; and be it further

Resolved, That the Commission on HIV/AIDS shall be a commission of Executive Council; shall report
regularly to the Executive Council on its activities and progress; and shall report to the General
Convention in 1997 and thereafter; and be it further

Resolved, That there be appropriated from the Program Budget of the General Convention the sum
of $37,360.00 for the triennium for the expenses of the commission on HIV/AIDS, subject to inclusion
in the budget.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of... The Episcopal Church, Indianapolis,
1994 (New York: General Convention, 1995), pp. 233-34.
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THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2006

Resolution Number: 1991-A003

Title: Prohibit Discrimination on Basis of HIV/AIDS
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Submitted

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That this 70th General Convention continue to endorse the
Executive Council resolution of November 1987 prohibiting discrimination on the basis of AIDS, ARC
or HIV infection; recognize those dioceses, congregations, schools and other church-related
organizations that have adopted a similar policy; and encourage every remaining diocese, congregation,
school and church-related organization to adept such a policy no later than December 15, 1992; and
call on every diocese in this Church to establish an HIV/AIDS task force to advocate for all affected
by HIV/AIDS.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Phoenix,
1991 (New York: General Convention, 1992), p. 775.
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Resolution Number: 1991-A008

Title: Oppose Discrimination Against Persons With HIV/AIDS
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That this 70th General Convention urge the baptized of
this Church to speak publicly in opposition to local, state and national legislation that discriminates
against those who are HIV positive, and specifically to oppose: laws which inhibit employment, housing,
education and accessibility to insurance; and every law which would violate the privacy and civil
rights of persons living with HIV/AIDS; and immigration laws and policies that prevent persons from
other nations who are HIV positive from immigrating to or visiting in the United States; and be it
further

Resolved, That this Church encourage, at every level of society, increased access to HIV/AIDS services
among marginalized communities, especially communities of gay and lesbian people, people of color,
homeless people, drug and alcohol abusers, and those in prison; and be it further

Resolved, That the HIV/AIDS Ministry Office of the Episcopal Church Center and the Washington
Office of the Episcopal Church, in conjunction with the Interunit Working Group on AIDS and the
Public Policy Network, prepare antidiscriminatory information and resources for publication in
Episcopal Life and distribution through the dioceses to all households of the Church.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Phoenix,
1991 (New York: General Convention, 1992), p. 761.
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Resolution Number: 1988-B007

Title: Endorse Council Actions Prohibiting AIDS Discrimination
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Submitted

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That this 69th General Convention endorse the Executive
Council action of November 1987 prohibiting discrimination on the basis of AIDS, ARC or HIV
infection; and encourage every diocese, congregation and church organization to adopt a similar
policy; and urge the members of this church to advocate for such a policy on federal, state and local
levels of government.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Detroil,
1988 (New York: General Convention, 1989), p. 189.
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THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2006

Resolution Number: 1988-D101

Title: Oppose Discrimination Against People with HIV/AIDS
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Submitted

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That this 69th General Convention urge all Bishops of this
Church to publicly speak in opposition to attempts made at the local level to quarantine people who
have AIDS, or ARC, or have tested HIV positive; or otherwise compromise their civil rights; and be
it further

Resolved, That all members of the Episcopal Church be urged to support the confidentiality of people
who have AIDS, or ARC, or have tested HIV positive, and to support anti-discrimination efforts
nationwide.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Detroit,
1988 (New York: General Convention, 1989), p. 692.
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Resolution Number: 1985-B062
Title: Appoint a Task Force on the AIDS Crisis
Legislative Action Taken: Adopted
Final Text:

Resolved, That the House of Bishops request the Presiding Bishop to appoint a task force regarding
the AIDS crisis.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Anaheim,
1985 (New York: General Convention, 1986), p. 240.
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ToPIC/TITLE: HIV/AIDS: Continuing Resolution

PROPOSER: Executive Council Committee on HIV/AIDS

C&C PAGE:

BB PAGE: 684

Resolved, the House of concurring, That the 76th General Convention of The

Episcopal Church authorize the continuation of the Executive Council Standing Committee on
HIV/AIDS for the 2010-2012 triennium; and be it further

Resolved, That the Committee on HIV/AIDS focus on mechanisms for increasing awareness in
our Church of HIV/AIDS as a unique social and medical problem; address the effects of
stigmatization by HIV/AIDS; focus the Church's attention on the theological, ethical and pastoral
questions raised by the HIV/AIDS crisis; and continue the process of identifying those whom we
are called to serve but may overlook; and be it further

Resolved, That the Committee continue identifying HIV/AIDS ministries and resources at all
levels of the Church and work to increase communication and collaboration within the Church
and also with HIV/AIDS ministries and advocacy groups outside of our Church to facilitate a
comprehensive response to the pandemic; and be it further

Resolved, That the Committee report to the Executive Council of the General Convention on the
Church's response to the HIV/AIDS pandemic with attention to pertinent Resolutions of General
Convention.

EXPLANATION:

The HIV pandemic continues to afflict people in our midst both in our communities in the United States
and in the international community. HIV is a unique medical and social problem. Infection is stigmatized,
which limits both medical care and emotional care that infected people and their families receive. Infection
still often results in death of young and middle-aged people. (In the United States, HIV is still the leading
cause of death in black women age 24-35, and the second leading cause of death in black men of that same
age group). HIV infection thus far too often leaves orphans in the care of the state or of extended family
members. Often people who are infected are already on the margins of our society including men who
have sex with men, people in poverty, sex workers and IV drug users. However, HIV can afflict people in
all segments of society. Women are increasingly infected in the United States and globally, often by their
husbands or partners. HIV/AIDS has some bearing in multiple ministries of our church, especially those
which focus on racism, poverty, sexual orientation, status of women and international work in the
church.As time has passed, this pandemic is changing in terms of who is infected and affected and in terms
of the resources available to meet their needs. As the pandemic changes and the world's response to the
pandemic changes, so the church's response to the pandemic needs to change. Having the HIV Committee
as a stand-alone entity facilitates The Episcopal Church's interactions with other AIDS service
organizations and keeps awareness of the HIV pandemic high within multiple ministries of our church, so
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we can continue to be in the forefront in responding to the HIV pandemic and ministering to those whom it
affects.
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