
mutually determine is appropriate, to advise them as to the reason or reasons for the conflict, the 
nature and extent of the conflict, the prospects for resolution, and complete a written report that be 
released to the church which shall set forth the truth of the matters regarding the conflict to the 
extent of the SCPRC's ability to determine the truth; and that a full and complete record of the 
matter, including all of the testimony and related documents, be maintained in the offices of the 
DFMS; and be it further 

Resolved, That the SCPRC may also offer pastoral support to the parties in the conflict and may 
recommend courses of action to resolve the conflict (providing that no solution shall be effective 
without the consent, freely and fairly given, of all of the parties to the conflict), and include those 
recommendations and the response to those recommendations in its report to the church; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That the expenses for the work of conflict resolution it [sic] the affected diocese be borne by the 
diocese that requested assistance. 

The House of Bishops on Committee on Committees and Commissions presented its Report #2 on 
Resolution D003 (Create an Entity to Assist in Conflict Resolution) and moved the resolution, 
recommending rejection. 
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Resolution Number: 2000-D023 

Title: Authorize and Develop Resources for a "Season of Reconciliation" 
for the Church 

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted 

Final Text : 

Resolved, That the 73rd General Convention proclaim the first four triennia of the 21st century to be 
the Season of Reconciliation within the Episcopal Church; and be it further 
Resolved, That the Presiding Bishop and the President of the House of Deputies shall appoint a 
committee of ordained and lay leaders to study the scriptural and historic role of church leaders as 
reconcilers and [study) contemporary reconciliation and mediation methodologies developed by other 
denominations and dispute resolution professionals. Upon conclusion of this study, the committee 
shall issue a pastoral letter on reconciliation and an accompanying study guide for use by the entire 
Church and the Executive Council as it develops a reconciliation process; and be it further 
Resolved, That the Executive Council, informed by the pastoral letter on reconciliation, by the work 
done by the New Commandment Task Force, and any other restorative justice work on reconciliation 
processes, recommend a formal process for dispute resolution and reconciliation in the church to the 
74th General Convention. The process shall include, but not be limited to: 

The training of church leaders in reconciliation principles and practices;
 
Ways/methods of addressing all manner of conflicts with the church (ideological
 
and non-ideological);
 
Mechanisms for accountability and oversight of this process.
 

The goals of this process shall be: 

Increasing the capacity of the church to practice reconciliation in the midst
 
of profound conflicts;
 
Reducing the human and financial costs associated with the resolution of
 
conflicts.
 

It is intended that this process be used to address present and future conflicts in the Episcopal Church. 

Citation:	 General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of.. The episcopal Church, Denver, 
2000 (New York: General Convention, 2001), p. 626. 
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great that structured intervention becomes necessary for the health of the church. We anticipate, as well,
 
that as the study group solicits information from those who have been involved in presentments, threats of
 
presentments and other actions under Title IV -- bishops and their spouses, Standing Committee members
 
and attorneys involved - there will be a measure of healing not available in other ways.
 
BALLOT RESULTS:
 

Endorser(s):The Rt. Rev. John C. Buchanan, The Rt. Rev. Dean E. Wolfe 

Review Status:Not Yet Reviewed by PB&F 
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