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+ of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2006

Resolution Number: 2000-D023

Title: Authorize and Develop Resources for a "Season of Reconciliation"
for the Church

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 73rd General Convention proclaim the first four triennia of the 21st century to be
the Season of Reconciliation within the Episcopal Church; and be it further

Resolved, That the Presiding Bishop and the President of the House of Deputies shall appoint a
committee of ordained and lay leaders to study the scriptural and historic role of church leaders as
reconcilers and [study]| contemporary reconciliation and mediation methodologies developed by other
denominations and dispute resolution professionals. Upon conclusion of this study, the committee
shall issue a pastoral letter on reconciliation and an accompanying study guide for use by the entire
Church and the Executive Council as it develops a reconciliation process; and be it further

Resolved, That the Executive Council, informed by the pastoral letter on reconciliation, by the work
done by the New Commandment Task Force, and any other restorative justice work on reconciliation
processes, recommend a formal process for dispute resolution and reconciliation in the church to the
74th General Convention. The process shall include, but not be limited to:

. The training of church leaders in reconciliation principles and practices;

: Ways/methods of addressing all manner of conflicts with the church (ideological
and non-ideological);

e Mechanisms for accountability and oversight of this process.

The goals of this process shall be:

. Increasing the capacity of the church to practice reconciliation in the midst
of profound conflicts;

. Reducing the human and financial costs associated with the resolution of
conflicts.

Itis intended that this process be used to address present and future conflicts in the Episcopal Church.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Denver,
2000 (New York: General Convention, 2001), p. 626.
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great that structured intervention becomes necessary for the health of the church. We anticipate, as well,
that as the study group solicits information from those who have been involved in presentments, threats of
presentments and other actions under Title [V -- bishops and their spouses, Standing Committee members
and attorneys involved — there will be a measure of healing not available in other ways.

BALLOT RESULTS:

Endorser(s): The Rt. Rev. John C. Buchanan, The Rt. Rev. Dean E. Wolfe
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