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RESOLUTION NO.: 2009-D066

TITLE: Official Youth Presence Vote 

PROPOSER: Mr. Samuel Gould

COMMITTEE: Structure

Directly Related: (attached)

2006-A040 On the Topic of Leadership Skills and Training Materials for Young Adults (Rejected)

2003-A065 Support Young Adult Leadership Programs

1997-A147 Consider Young Adults for National Church Service

1994-B032 Give Thanks for Youth Presence Through Provincial Representatives

1994-D115 Support Seat and Voice for Youth at Church Conventions

1991-D116 Affirm the Importance of Young Adults in the Life of the Church

1982-B045 Invite a Youth Presence at Future General Conventions

Indirectly Related:

2003-A077 Develop Strategies for Ministries with Children, Youth, and Young Adults

2003-A079 Recommend Diversity Among General Convention Deputations

1997-D089 Encourage Dioceses to Elect Young Adult Deputies
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Resolution Number: 2006-A040

Title: On the Topic of Leadership Skills and Training Materials for Young

Adults

Legislative Action Taken: Rejected

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That the 75th General Convention direct the Congregational

Development Office Office for Young Adult Ministry to offer leadership training opportunities for young

adults during the next triennium; and be it further

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention direct the Office of Congregational Development during the

next triennium to (a) includeincrease awareness of concerns about ministry with Yyoung Aadults in

training events and (b) develop and provide mentoring models to parishes and dioceses so that established

church leaders can foster leadership in young adultseducational resources for parish and diocesan leaders

(of all ages) who seek to provide Young Adult ministry; and be it further

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention direct the Office of Young Adult Ministry to develop

strategies for young adults for the encouragement and inclusion in leadership roles in the life of the

churcheach diocese be required to have at least two adults under the age of 30 serving on diocesan

governing boards; and be it further

Resolved, That parishes and dioceses be encouraged to appoint and/or nominate young adults age 18-30

to serve on vestries, boards, commissions and committees; and be it further

Resolved, That theparishes and dioceses communicate widely the availability of these positions to young

adults in the diocese; and be it further

Resolved, That the statistics related to names ofthe young adults filling these positions be added to the

annual diocesan parochial report.



Resolution Number: 2003-A065

Title: Support Young Adult Leadership Programs

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted

Final Text:

Resolved, That the Ministries with Young People Cluster be directed to review and identify existing
internships and leadership programs for 18–30 year-old members of our church, particularly seeking
programs that focus on social justice, discipleship, simple living, intentional community, spiritual
formation, theological reflection, and vocational discernment; and be it further
Resolved, That the 74th General Convention of The Episcopal Church encourage dioceses,
congregations, educational institutions, and other organizations of our church to explore and develop
new internships and leadership development programs for 18–30 year-old members of our church,
including programs that send young people into mission fields to do the work of the church; and to
seek funding from additional sources to support this work; and be it further
Resolved, That the Ministries with Young People Cluster be directed to support these efforts, and to
hold these programs up to dioceses, congregations, institutions, and other organizations of our church,
so that they may be shared and implemented throughout our church; and be it further
Resolved, That the General Convention request the Joint Standing Committee on Program, Budget
and Finance to consider a budget allocation of $500,000 per year, for a total of $1,500,000 during the
next triennium, for implementation of this resolution, and that this allocation be used to support young
adults' participation in these programs and the development efforts that are encouraged in this
resolution.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Minneapolis,
2003 (New York: General Convention, 2004), p. 609f.
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Resolution Number: 1997-A147

Title: Consider Young Adults for National Church Service

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That young adults in the 19 to 30 age range be considered for appointment as members of
Committees, C ommissions, B oards and A gencies of this C hurch.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Philadelphia,
1997 (New York: General Convention, 1998), p. 236.
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Resolution Number: 1994-B032

Title: Give Thanks for Youth Presence Through Provincial
Representatives

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Submitted

Final Text:

Resolved, That this 71st General Convention celebrates and holds before God the presence among us
of Provincial youth representatives. We give thanks for a continuing youth presence, initiated by the
65th General Convention, and urge this active and visible presence in all areas of the church's life.
These young Christians, characteristic of many other Convention visitors of their generation, have
participated as fully in the life of this Convention as possible. They have learned much about the
Church as a whole, have enriched us by the gift of their time, talents, convictions, and sharing of faith,
and have provided models of Christian behavior that give us hope for a future of vibrant leadership
in our Church.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Indianapolis,
1994 (New York: General Convention, 1995), p. 831.
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Resolution Number: 1994-D115

Title: Support Seat and Voice for Youth at Church Conventions

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the 71st General Convention allow, support, and
accept seat, and voice, for the official Youth Presence of the General Convention; and be it further
Resolved, That seat, and voice, be allowed, supported, and accepted for youth at their respective
diocesan conventions.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Indianapolis,
1994 (New York: General Convention, 1995), p. 322.
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Resolution Number: 1991-D116

Title: Affirm the Importance of Young Adults in the Life of the Church

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That the 70th General Convention of the Episcopal Church
recognize and affirm the importance of young adults, those aged 18-35, in the life and ministry of the
Episcopal Church; and be it further
Resolved, That the Education for Mission and Ministry Unit of the Church Center Staff be encouraged
in its continuing work with young adult ministry; and be it further
Resolved, That this Convention call upon all dioceses and their congregations to continue the
development of ministries with young adults, and to cooperate with the Church Center Staff in its
research of existing efforts; and be it further
Resolved, That the Church Center Staff through the Executive Council report its findings and make
specific recommendations for action to the next General Convention.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Phoenix,
1991 (New York: General Convention, 1992), p. 840.
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Resolution Number: 1982-B045

Title: Invite a Youth Presence at Future General Conventions

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That the 67th General Convention of the Episcopal Church
through the administration of the National Church invite a youth presence as a permanent part of all
future General Conventions of the Episcopal Church.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, New Orleans,
1982 (New York: General Convention, 1983), p. C-159.

Archives Research Report, 1982-B045  Page 1 of 1



 

Endorser(s):The Rev. Brian N. Prior, The Rev. Altagracia Perez 
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TOPIC/TITLE:  Youth: Official Youth Presence Vote  

PROPOSER:  Mr. Samuel Gould  
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Resolved, the House of _______ concurring, That each Diocese at its Diocesan 1 

Convention that takes place 1 year prior to General Convention elect one youth to run as 2 

its provincial representative to General Convention as the Official Youth Presence; and 3 

be it further 4 

 5 

Resolved, That each elected Diocesan candidate send a biographical profile with 6 

credentials to the convener of the next Synod meeting; and be it further 7 

 8 

Resolved, That two youth and one alternate be elected at each Provincial Synod meeting 9 

that takes place one year prior to General Convention for the two seats allotted for each 10 

Province on the Official Youth Presence; and be it further 11 

 12 

Resolved, That those candidates elected at Provincial meetings be part of the General 13 

Convention Official Youth Presence and have seat, voice and vote on the floor of General 14 

Convention. 15 

 16 

  17 

  18 

  19 

  20 

  21 

 22 

 

EXPLANATION: 
In your discernment of this resolution, please realize that Official Youth Presence only has seat and voice 

on the floor of Convention.  We do not have vote.  And we feel that in our changing Church it is time to 

take the next step.The structure of Official Youth Presence, including funding and the leadership roles of 

Provincial Coordinators, are not changed by this resolution.  The alternate candidate elected at Synod 

serves as a fail safe in the event an elected candidate cannot attend General Convention for one reason or 

another, or if the candidate cannot fulfill their duties, i.e. illness, etc.This resolution is extremely relative to 

the changing structure and evolution of The Episcopal Church.  At General Convention this year, 80% of 

deputation is above the age of 65.  Only 3% percent of people on the floor of Convention are under the age 

of 30.  It is time to give the Official Youth Presence a vote as well.  Please support this resolution. 

BALLOT RESULTS: 
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