





province. For The Episcopal Church, this shall be one member from the Standing Commission on
World Mission and one liaison from the Executive Council selected from those bodies for three-year
terms. The Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil shall appoint its additional members in a manner of
its choice. No member shall serve more than six consecutive years.

4. The Bilateral Standing Committee will be accountable to the Presiding Bishop and the Executive
Council of each province. In The Episcopal Church a report will be submitted after each meeting of
the Bilateral Standing Committee to the Standing Commission on World Mission and to the Executive
Council. In the Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil a report to the Executive Council and to the
Provincial Synod will be provided after each meeting of the Bilateral Standing Committee.

5. The Bilateral Standing Committee will typically meet every 18 months. Meeting places will
alternate between provinces.

6. Evaluation of this commitment will be undertaken at least every three years. The evaluation and
recommendations will be furnished to the Executive Council of The Episcopal Church and the Igreja
Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil and to both Presiding Bishops.

7. The Commitment takes effect upon endorsement by the General Convention of The Episcopal
Church and the Provincial Synod of the Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil.
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Resolution Number: 2000-A129

Title: Direct the Executive Council to Continue to Develop Relationships
with Overseas Dioceses

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 2000 General Convention commend to Executive Council the efforts of the
Consultation on Autonomy held in October 1999 by the Standing Commission on World Mission with
autonomous jurisdictions that were formerly part of the Episcopal Church, namely, the Episcopal
Anglican Church of Brazil, the Anglican Church of Central America, the Episcopal Diocese of Liberia
(now a member of the Province of West Africa), the Anglican Church of Mexico, and the Episcopal
Church in the Philippines; and be it further

Resolved, That this Convention direct Executive Council to honor the Church's continuing covenants
and agreements with jurisdictions of the Anglican Communion that were formerly part of the Episcopal
Church to ensure that all of the Episcopal Church's responsibilities under the covenants are carried
out and that the Church work in companionship with them to carry out God's mission; and be it further
Resolved, That this Convention direct Executive Council to nurture companionship with the Church's
present overseas jurisdictions - namely, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Haiti, Honduras,
Litoral, Taiwan, the Virgin Islands, Convocation of American Churches in Europe, and the Church
in Micronesia - to ensure growth toward maturity among all participants and including ECUSA; and
be it further

Resolved, That this Convention direct Executive Council to set long-range financial goals for the
portion of the program budget devoted to overseas ECUSA jurisdictions; develop and publicize a
plan for meeting such goals; and determine the feasibility of a ""campaign for autonomy" that would
avoid the need for lengthy covenant commitments if and when autonomy is undertaken by any overseas
jurisdictions; and be it further

Resolved, That this Convention direct Executive Council to include the Church's overseas jurisdictions
in all communications planning and programming, especially electronic communications; and to
prepare a plan in consultation with the Companion diocesan network to encourage companion
relationships with geographically distant overseas jurisdictions and provinces; and be it further
Resolved, That this Convention direct Executive Council to ensure that all Executive Council members
are briefed thoroughly at least once a year on the status of overseas ECUSA jurisdictions, autonomy
processes being undertaken by ECUSA jurisdictions and covenants with autonomous jurisdictions
formerly part of ECUSA; and be it further

Resolved, That this Convention direct Executive Council to ensure that overseas ECUSA dioceses are
effectively represented on decision-making bodies of the Church and that the decision-making bodies
of ECUSA continue to seek the perspectives of the jurisdictions formerly part of ECUSA.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Denver,
2000 (New York: General Convention, 2001), p. 533f.
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ToPIC/TITLE: Covenant: Covenant with Brazil

PROPOSER: Standing Commission on World Mission

C&C PAGE:

BB PAGE: 634

Resolved, the House of concurring, That the 76N General Convention of The

Episcopal Church endorse the "Commitment to be Companions in Christ" between the Igreja
Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil and The Episcopal Church, as expressed in the text below, and by
this affirmation authorize the signature of The Episcopal Church on this Covenant:

THE COMMITMENT TO BE COMPANIONS IN CHRIST - BETWEEN THE IGREJA EPISCOPAL
ANGLICANA DO BRASIL AND THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

Preamble: The Episcopal Church and Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil share a missionary
history in Brazil of over 100 years. The work in Brazil was initiated in 1890 by missionaries
Lucien Lee Kinsolving and James Watson Morris, from the Virginia Theological Seminary. In
1907 the missionary efforts in Brazil resulted in the establishment of a missionary district of The
Episcopal Church under the leadership of Bishop Lucien Lee Kinsolving. In 1965 this missionary
district became the autonomous Province of Brazil, and The Episcopal Church concluded
ongoing financial obligations in 1975. In 1990, at the celebration of the centennial of the Church
of Brazil, the Presiding Bishops of The Episcopal Church and Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do
Brasil agreed to establish a Bilateral Committee to reconnect and reconcile dynamics of distance
that occurred during and after the establishment of Brazil's autonomy. The experience of the
Bilateral Committee has been one of reacquainting the Churches, re-establishing friendship,
sharing vision for ministry mission, and encouraging diocesan companionships. The Bilateral
Committee believes the endorsement of the following Commitment to be Companions in Christ
will be good for the souls of both provinces. The Bilateral Committee also believes it is wise and
appropriate to solidify and make public and structurally accountable this ongoing commitment to
one another.

The General Convention of The Episcopal Church and the Synod of Igreja Episcopal Anglicana
do Brasil commit to mutual support and encouragement for ministry and mission development
within both provinces. The Episcopal Church and Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil hereby
establish a Bilateral Standing Committee to provide vision and planning to sustain and enhance
the Committee relationship. The Bilateral Standing Committee will sustain the two provinces in
their commitment to: 1) pray for each other's life and faith; 2) commit to develop and support
diocesan companion relationships; and 3) discern and support other initiatives that will mutually
enrich the ministry and mission of both provinces. The Bilateral Standing Committee will
establish and maintain a list of triennial initiatives consistent with the priorities of both provinces,
such as theological education, missionary expansion, stewardship, sustainability and social
ministry. The Bilateral Standing Committee will be composed of one bishop, appointed by each
of the Presiding Bishops, and one priest, deacon or lay person from each province, appointed by
the President of the House of Deputies (TEC) and the Presiding Bishop (IEAB), respectively.
Terms for these four members shall be six years, rotated so that one of the two from each
province shall be appointed at the start of every triennium. There shall also be two (to four)
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additional members from each province. For The Episcopal Church, this shall be one member
from the Standing Commission on World Mission and one liaison from the Executive Council,
selected from those bodies for three-year terms. The Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil shall
appoint its additional members in a manner of its choice. No member shall serve more than six
consecutive years. The Bilateral Standing Committee will be accountable to the Presiding Bishop
and the Executive Council of each province. In The Episcopal Church a report will be submitted
after each meeting of the Bilateral Standing Committee to the Standing Commission on World
Mission and to the Executive Council. In the Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil a report to the
Executive Council and to the Provincial Synod will be provided after each meeting of the
Bilateral Standing Committee. The Bilateral Standing Committee will typically meet every 18
months. Meeting places will alternate between provinces. Evaluation of this commitment will be
undertaken at least every three years. The evaluation and recommendations will be furnished to
the Executive Council of The Episcopal Church and the Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil and
to both Presiding Bishops. The Commitment takes effect upon endorsement by the General
Convention of The Episcopal Church and the Provincial Synod of the Igreja Episcopal Anglicana
do Brasil.

EXPLANATION:

When the Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil became an autonomous province in 1965, after more than
80 years as part of The Episcopal Church, there was no formal agreement between these two churches
regarding the terms of their separation and the continuing relationship between them. The Presiding
Bishops' Bilateral Committee, formed in 1990, developed this agreement, which formalizes the relationship
and the Bilateral Standing Committee, heralding a new era of renewed commitment to shared mission
engagement and companionship between our two autonomous provinces. This agreement may also serve as
a model for covenant with other provinces as they become more financially independent but seek to
maintain a close relationship.
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