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Resolution Number: 2000-A129

Title: Direct the Executive Council to Continue to Develop Relationships
with Overseas Dioceses

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 2000 General Convention commend to Executive Council the efforts of the
Consultation on Autonomy held in October 1999 by the Standing Commission on World Mission with
autonomous jurisdictions that were formerly part of the Episcopal Church, namely, the Episcopal
Anglican Church of Brazil, the Anglican Church of Central America, the Episcopal Diocese of Liberia
(now a member of the Province of West Africa), the Anglican Church of Mexico, and the Episcopal
Church in the Philippines; and be it further

Resolved, That this Convention direct Executive Council to honor the Church's continuing covenants
and agreements with jurisdictions of the Anglican Communion that were formerly part of the Episcopal
Church to ensure that all of the Episcopal Church's responsibilities under the covenants are carried
out and that the Church work in companionship with them to carry out God's mission; and be it further
Resolved, That this Convention direct Executive Council to nurture companionship with the Church's
present overseas jurisdictions - namely, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Haiti, Honduras,
Litoral, Taiwan, the Virgin Islands, Convocation of American Churches in Europe, and the Church
in Micronesia - to ensure growth toward maturity ameng all participants and including ECUSA; and
be it further

Resolved, That this Convention direct Executive Council to set long-range financial goals for the
portion of the program budget devoted to overseas ECUSA jurisdictions; develop and publicize a
plan for meeting such goals; and determine the feasibility of a ""campaign for autonomy" that would
avoid the need for lengthy covenant commitments if and when autonomy is undertaken by any overseas
jurisdictions; and be it further

Resolved, That this Convention direct Executive Council to include the Church's overseas jurisdictions
in all communications planning and programming, especially electronic communications; and to
prepare a plan in consultation with the Companion diocesan network to encourage companion
relationships with geographically distant overseas jurisdictions and provinces; and be it further
Resolved, That this Convention direct Executive Council to ensure that all Executive Council members
are briefed thoroughly at least once a year on the status of overseas ECUSA jurisdictions, autonomy
processes being undertaken by ECUSA jurisdictions and covenants with autonomous jurisdictions
formerly part of ECUSA; and be it further

Resolved, That this Convention direct Executive Council to ensure that overseas ECUSA dioceses are
effectively represented on decision-making bodies of the Church and that the decision-making bodies
of ECUSA continue to seek the perspectives of the jurisdictions formerly part of ECUSA.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Denver,
2000 (New York: General Convention, 2001), p. 533f.
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Resolution Number: 1991-A235

Title: Propose Requirements for Autonomy From This Jurisdiction of the
Anglican Communion

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That any diocese of this Church seeking to withdraw
from this jurisdiction of the Anglican Communion in order to form or join an autonomous province
of the Anglican Communion under the authority of Title I, Canon 11, section 3(f) shall be subject to
the following requirements, effective August 1, 1991:

1. Notice of such intention shall be given to the General Convention, after having been
approved through the normal decision-making process of the diocese or dioceses. Such
intention shall be sent to the Secretary of the General Convention at least one year prior to
the next General Convention for distribution to:

The Standing Commission on the Structure of the Church,

The Standing Commission on World Mission,

The Office of the Treasurer of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the
Episcopal Church,

The Executive for World Mission.

2. There shall be a trial period for the functioning of the proposed province of no less than

two (2) succeeding General Conventions. The purpose of the trial period is to allow the

dioceses constituting the proposed province to develop and put in place the necessary

structures and programs for its operation and begin to experience the functioning of said

programs and structures.

3. During the trial period or periods, the Treasurer of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary
Society and the Executive for World Mission shall provide the necessary technical support
to assist the proposed province to institute the following procedures:

a. The proposed province shall report each eighteen (18) months on progress towards
provincial status during the trial period. These reports shall be made to the Secretary of
the General Convention for distribution as indicated in Point #1.

b. The proposed province shall establish appropriate structures (such as a constitution
and canons and Prayer Book) and other structures for decision-making appropriate to
the culture and conditions of the jurisdiction.

c. The proposed province shall establish accounting, reporting, and internal control
procedures necessary to manage and safeguard the funds of the proposed province and
dioceses, including audits and reviews, as necessary, to insure the normal checks and
balances. These are to be reported to the Treasurer of the Domestic and Foreign
Missionary Society in acceptable form so long as fifty percent (50%) or more of the
funding of the province and its dioceses is provided by the Domestic and Foreign
Missionary Society.

d. The proposed province shall present a plan for the establishment of an adequate
pension fund for clergy and lay employees of the proposed province.

e. (i). There shall be established a covenant committee representing the proposed
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province and including three members of PECUSA appointed by the Presiding Bishop.
The purpose of the covenant committee is to establish and monitor the continuing
relationship between the proposed province and PECUSA, including a five-year
program and budget projection.

(ii). The covenant agreement between PECUSA and the proposed province needs to be
ratified by each separating diocese of the Episcopal Church.

(iii). The appropriate bodies of PECUSA and the new province shall affirm the
covenant agreement.

4. The Treasurer of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society and the Executive for
‘World Mission shall report from the covenant committee to the Standing Commissions on
Structure and World Mission and the Executive Council, the estimated amount and
duration of financial support to be required for the proposed province.

5. Prior to approval of the General Convention for dioceses to separate from PECUSA, the
dioceses shall prepare and submit a final report one year before the General Convention, to
the Secretary of Convention, for distribution to: the Treasurer of the Domestic and Foreign
Missionary Society, the Executive for World Mission, and the General Convention structure
committees of the House of Bishops and of the House of Deputies. The Treasurer of the
Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society and the Executive for World Mission will give
assurances to the General Convention structure committees of the House of Bishops and
House of Deputies that the procedures stated in item 3(a-e) have been fulfilled.

6. The Secretary of the General Convention shall have reported the entire process to the
Anglican Consultative Council.

7. In the event that the initial request is from one or more dioceses seeking to become part
of an existing province, the principles of 3(e) shall apply. The General Convention may act
on the matter at its first meeting following receipt of the initial request and the covenant
agreement.

8. In either instance, recommendations from the Standing Commission on Structure and the
Standing Commission on World Mission to the General Convention shall be one of the
following:

a. The request shall be granted.
b. Extension of the trial period may be granted.
c. The request not be granted at this time.

Citation:  General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Phoenix,
1991 (New York: General Convention, 1992), p. 759.
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Resolution Number: 1988-B027

Title: Reaffirm Autonomy, Financial Assistance and Partnership With
Overseas Dioceses

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Submitted

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That this General Convention meeting in Detroit in 1988
reaffirm the principle that this Church will work in cooperation with each overseas diocese now a
part of the Episcopal Church, toward autonomy (i.e. self-government, self-support and self-propagation)
in ways that enhance and strengthen mutuality in mission; and be it further

Resolved, That this General Convention reaffirm its moral commitment to long term financial assistance
and personal witness to the partnership between the Episcopal Church and its overseas dioceses as
they become autonomous.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Detroit,
1988 (New York: General Convention, 1989), p. 328.
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ToPIC/TITLE: Covenant: Covenant Committee Gathering

PROPOSER: Standing Commission on World Mission

C&C PAGE:

BB PAGE: 635

Resolved, the House of concurring, That the 76th General Convention of The

Episcopal Church endorse an event hosted by the Standing Commission on World Mission for all
Covenant Committees and the Bi-Lateral Committee to be held early in 2011; and be it further

Resolved, That representatives of Episcopal Church agencies (Church Pension Fund, United
Thank Offering, Episcopal Relief and Development, Mission Personnel Officers, Episcopal
Church Women) and other resource people, including the Treasurer, will attend to provide
services and information to the Covenant Committee partners, assisting the Committees in
redeveloping their covenants and financial plans.

EXPLANATION:

Historically, the first consultation on autonomy was hosted by the SCWM. (We note this because it is not
unprecedented to hold this type of event.) This event allows dioceses/provinces the resources they need to
work towards autonomy and breaks down some of the paternal ties. During this triennium, representatives
of the Committees met with the SCWM and found this time together to be fruitful. Therefore, this gathering
will continue the work of the SCWM and the Committees into the next triennium.
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