GENERAL CONVENTION OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 2009
ARCHIVES’ RESEARCH REPORT

RESOLUTION NO.:  2009-A132

TITLE: Covenant Committee Reporting
PROPOSER: Standing Commission on World Mission
COMMITTEE: World Mission

Directly Related: (attached)

2006-A118 On the Topic of Guidelines for Covenant Committees (Rejected)

1991-A235 Propose Requirements for Autonomy From This Jurisdiction of the Anglican
Communion

Indirectly Related:

2003-A137 Continue Support for Grant and Gift Recipient Reporting Process

In preparing this report, the Archives researched the resolutions of General Convention for the period 1976
through 2006, selecting "direct” resolutions that have a substantive bearing on the proposed legislation.
Committee members who are interested in obtaining copies of "indirectly related" resolutions, legislative
history before 1976, or who require other research assistance should contact the Archives at 800-525-9329
before Convention or at Convention in the General Convention Secretariat.
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Resolution Number: 2006-A118

Title: On the Topic of Guidelines for Covenant Committees

Legislative Action Taken: Rejected

Text of the Resolution:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the 75th General Convention of The Episcopal Church
direct that its representation on covenant committees consist of one bishop appointed by the Presiding
Bishop and one priest, deacon, or layperson appointed by the President of the House of Deputies. Terms
for these members shall be six years, rotated so that one of the two shall be appointed at the start of every
triennium. There shall also be one member from the Standing Commission on World Mission and one
liaison from the Executive Council selected from those bodies for three-year terms to the committees; and
be it further

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention prohibit any person from serving as a representative of The
Episcopal Church to a covenant committee for more than six consecutive years; and be it further

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention direct its covenant committee representatives to prepare a
report after each of their meetings which will include the minutes of the meeting, provide an update on the
use of any Episcopal Church funds, outline any future projects that were planned, and describe any policy
recommendations that were raised by members of the delegation; and be it further

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention direct its covenant committee representatives to file their
report with the Standing Commission on World Mission, the Executive Council Standing Committee on
International Concerns, and the Office of Anglican and Global Relations at The Episcopal Church Center
within sixty days of the adjournment of each meeting; and be it further

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention of The Episcopal Church direct the Standing Commission on
World Mission to include in its future triennial reports an update on covenant committee work, along with
any resolutions related to covenant committee work.
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Resolution Number:
Title:

Legislative Action Taken:
Final Text:

THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2006
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1991-A235

Propose Requirements for Autonomy From This Jurisdiction of the
Anglican Communion

Concurred As Amended

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That any diocese of this Church seeking to withdraw
from this jurisdiction of the Anglican Communion in order to form or join an autonomous province
of the Anglican Communion under the authority of Title I, Canon 11, section 3(f) shall be subject to
the following requirements, effective August 1, 1991:

1. Notice of such intention shall be given to the General Convention, after having been
approved through the normal decision-making process of the diocese or dioceses. Such
intention shall be sent to the Secretary of the General Convention at least one year prior to
the next General Convention for distribution to:

The Standing Commission on the Structure of the Church,
The Standing Commission on World Mission,
The Office of the Treasurer of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the

Episcopal Church,

The Executive for World Mission.

2. There shall be a trial period for the functioning of the proposed province of no less than
two (2) succeeding General Conventions. The purpose of the trial period is to allow the
dioceses constituting the proposed province to develop and put in place the necessary
structures and programs for its operation and begin to experience the functioning of said
programs and structures.

3. During the trial period or periods, the Treasurer of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary
Society and the Executive for World Mission shall provide the necessary technical support
to assist the proposed province to institute the following procedures:

a. The proposed province shall report each eighteen (18) months on progress towards
provincial status during the trial period. These reports shall be made to the Secretary of
the General Convention for distribution as indicated in Point #1.

b. The proposed province shall establish appropriate structures (such as a constitution
and canons and Prayer Book) and other structures for decision-making appropriate to
the culture and conditions of the jurisdiction.

¢. The proposed province shall establish accounting, reporting, and internal control
procedures necessary to manage and safeguard the funds of the proposed province and
dioceses, including audits and reviews, as necessary, to insure the normal checks and
balances. These are to be reported to the Treasurer of the Domestic and Foreign
Missionary Society in acceptable form so long as fifty percent (50%) or more of the
funding of the province and its dioceses is provided by the Domestic and Foreign

Missionary Society.

d. The proposed province shall present a plan for the establishment of an adequate
pension fund for clergy and lay employees of the proposed province.

e. (i). There shall be established a covenant committee representing the proposed
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province and including three members of PECUSA appointed by the Presiding Bishop.
The purpose of the covenant committee is to establish and monitor the continuing
relationship between the proposed province and PECUSA, including a five-year
program and budget projection.

(ii). The covenant agreement between PECUSA and the proposed province needs to be
ratified by each separating diocese of the Episcopal Church.

(iii). The appropriate bodies of PECUSA and the new province shall affirm the
covenant agreement.

4. The Treasurer of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society and the Executive for
World Mission shall report from the covenant committee to the Standing Commissions on
Structure and World Mission and the Executive Council, the estimated amount and
duration of financial support to be required for the proposed province.

S. Prior to approval of the General Convention for dioceses to separate from PECUSA, the
dioceses shall prepare and submit a final report one year before the General Convention, to
the Secretary of Convention, for distribution to: the Treasurer of the Domestic and Foreign
Missionary Society, the Executive for World Mission, and the General Convention structure
committees of the House of Bishops and of the House of Deputies. The Treasurer of the
Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society and the Executive for World Mission will give
assurances to the General Convention structure committees of the House of Bishops and
House of Deputies that the procedures stated in item 3(a-e) have been fulfilled.

6. The Secretary of the General Convention shall have reported the entire process to the
Anglican Consultative Council.

7. In the event that the initial request is from one or more dioceses seeking to become part
of an existing province, the principles of 3(e) shall apply. The General Convention may act
on the matter at its first meeting following receipt of the initial request and the covenant
agreement.

8. In either instance, recommendations from the Standing Commission on Structure and the
Standing Commission on World Mission to the General Convention shall be one of the
following:

a. The request shall be granted.
b. Extension of the trial period may be granted.
c. The request not be granted at this time.

Citation:  General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Phoenix,
1991 (New York: General Convention, 1992), p. 759.
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ToPIC/TITLE: Covenant Committee Reporting

PROPOSER: Standing Commission on World Mission

C&C PAGE:

BB PAGE: 635

Resolved, the House of concurring, That the 76th General Convention of The

Episcopal Church direct its representatives to the Covenant Committee to designate a secretary,
whose role it shall be to take full account of the meeting, and write a report for the Covenant
Committee to approve and submit to the Standing Commission on World Mission and the
Executive Council Standing Committee on International Concerns within sixty days following
each meeting; and be it further

Resolved, That The Episcopal Church Center orient the representatives to the Covenant
Committee by providing them with past Covenant Committee reports as well as historical
information regarding the Covenant country(ies).

EXPLANATION:

This Resolution ensures that the General Convention will be kept aware of covenant progress through the
triennial reports of The Executive Council and The Standing Commission on World Mission. This
reporting will ensure that the church has a better sustained understanding of the opportunities we have to
support each other. Furthermore, these new reporting guidelines will create means of accountability for the
use of funds sent to our covenant partners in the form of block grants.
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