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Resolution Number: 2000-D039
Title: Acknowledge Relationships Other Than Marriage and Existence
of Disagreement on the Church's Teaching
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted and Amended
Final Text:

Resolved, That the members of the 73rd General Convention intend for this Church to provide a safe
and just structure in which all can utilize their gifts and creative energies for mission; and be it further
Resolved, That we acknowledge that while the issues of human sexuality are not yet resolved, there
are currently couples in the Body of Christ and in this Church who are living in marriage and couples
in the Body of Christ and in this Church who are living in other life-long committed relationships;
and be it further

Resolved, That we expect such relationships will be characterized by fidelity, monogamy, mutual
affection and respect, careful, honest communication, and the holy love which enables those in such
relationships to see in each other the image of God; and be it further

Resolved, That we denounce promiscuity, exploitation, and abusiveness in the relationships of any of
our members; and be it further

Resolved, That this Church intends to hold all its members accountable to these values, and will provide
for them the prayerful support, encouragement, and pastoral care necessary to live faithfully by them;
and be it further

Resolved, That we acknowledge that some, acting in good conscience, who disagree with the traditional
teaching of the Church on human sexuality, will act in contradiction to that pesition; and be it further
Resolved, That in continuity with previous actions of the General Convention of this Church, and in
response to the call for dialogue by the Lambeth Conference, we affirm that those on various sides of
controversial issues have a place in the Church, and we reaffirm the imperative to promote conversation
between persons of differing experiences and perspectives, while acknowledging the Church's teaching
on the sanctity of marriage.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Denver,
2000 (New York: General Convention, 2001), p. 287f.
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Resolution Number: 1997-C002
Title: On the Topic of Rites for the Blessing of Same-Sex Relationships
Legislative Action Taken: Rejected

Text of the Resolution:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That this 72nd General Convention direct the Standing
Liturgical Commission to develop, after critical study of pertinent rites already in use by faith
communities, a rite or rites for the blessing of committed relationships between persons of the same sex,
and to present such forms to the 73rd General Convention for inclusion in The Book of Occasional
Services.

Archives Research Report, 1997-C002 Page 1 of 1



N

g THE ARCHIVES

| of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2006
Resolution Number: 1997-D011

Title: Apologize for the Church's Rejection of Gays and Lesbians
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That, while acknowledging the diversity of opinion among the Bishops and Deputies of this
Convention on the morality of gay and lesbian sexual relationships, the 72nd General Convention
apologize on behalf of the Episcopal Church to its members who are gay or lesbian, and to lesbians
and gay men outside the Church, for years of rejection and maltreatment by the Church; and be it
further

Resolved, That this Church shall seek amendment of our life together as we ask God's help in sharing
the Good News with all people.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Philadelphia,
1997 (New York: General Convention, 1998), p. 278.
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Resolution Number: 1982-B061

Title: Reaffirm the Civil Rights of Homosexuals
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Submitted

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That the 67th General Convention reaffirms the actions
taken by the General Conventions of 1976 and 1979 affirming that homosexual persons are children
of God and are entitled to full civil rights.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of... The Episcopal Church, New Orleans,
1982 (New York: General Convention, 1983), p. C-146.
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Resolution Number: 1979-A053

Title: Recommend Guidelines on the Ordination of Homosexuals

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Substituted and Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That the 66th General Convention receive with gratitude
and appreciation the Report and Recommendations of its Standing Commission on Human Affairs
and Health with special reference to the requested study of the matter of ordination of homosexual
persons; and be it further

Resolved, That this General Convention recommend to Bishops, Pastors, Vestries, Commissions on
Ministry and Standing Committees, the following considerations as they continue to exercise their
proper canonical functions in the selection and approval of persons for ordination:

1. There are many human conditions, some of them in the area of sexuality,
which bear upon a person's suitability for ordination;

2.  Every ordinand is expected to lead a life which is ""a wholesome example to
all people'" (Book of Common Prayer, pp. 517, 532, 544). There should be no
barrier to the ordination of qualified persons of either heterosexual or
homeosexual orientation whose behavior the Church considers wholesome;

3.  We re-affirm the traditional teaching of the Church on marriage, marital
fidelity and sexual chastity as the standard of Christian sexual morality.
Candidates for ordination are expected to conform to this standard. Therefore,
we believe it is not appropriate for this Church to ordain a practicing
homosexual, or any person who is engaged in heterosexual relations outside
of marriage.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Denver,
1979 (New York: General Convention, 1980), p. C-93.
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Resolution Number: 1976-A069

Title: Recognize the Equal Claims of Homosexuals
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Submitted

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That it is the sense of this General Convention that
homosexual persons are children of God who have a full and equal claim with all other persons upon
the love, acceptance, and pastoral concern and care of the Church.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of... The Episcopal Church, Minneapolis
1976 (New York: General Convention, 1977), p. C-109.
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Resolved, the House of concurring, That the 76th General Convention of The

Episcopal Church proclaim the Gospel that in Christ all God's children, including
transgender, bisexual, lesbian and gay persons are full and equal participants in the life of
Christ's church; and be it further

Resolved, That this Church is committed to compliance with Canon II1.1.2, which
supports the full and equal participation of all persons regardless of sexual orientation in
all aspects of the Church's ministries, lay and ordained; and be it further

Resolved, That the 76th General Convention of The Episcopal Church direct the
Commission on Liturgy and Music to develop a liturgical rite for blessing of same sex
unions.

EXPLANATION:

In 2003, General Convention consented to the election of V. Gene Robinson, a homosexual man living in a
committed same-sex relationship, as Bishop of New Hampshire.In 2004, the Lambeth Commission on
Communion issued "The Windsor Report" which, in part, called for "the Episcopal Church (USA) be
invited to effect a moratorium on the election and consent to the consecration of any candidate to the
episcopate who is living in a same gender union...."In 2006, General Convention, seeking to provide an
opportunity to permit the conversation to continue throughout the Anglican Communion, adopted
resolution B033 which states, in part "Resolved, That this Convention therefore call upon Standing
Committees and bishops with jurisdiction to exercise restraint by not consenting to the consecration of any
candidate to the episcopate whose manner of life presents a challenge to the wider church and will lead to
further strains on communion."In the intervening years several of Global South primates have sought to
undermine The Episcopal Church by establishing a provincial presence and consecrating bishops within the
United States, in clear violation of Lambeth 1988 Resolution 72 which states, in part, "This
Conference...reaffirms its unity in the historical position of respect for diocesan boundaries and the
authority of bishops within these boundaries...." In 2008, many of the primates and bishops of the
Anglican Communion who expressed the strongest objections to the election and consecration of Bishop
Robinson effectively prevented the dialogue sought by General Convention 2006 in resolution B033 by
boycotting the 2008 Lambeth Conference.Canon II1.1.2 states, in part: "No person shall be denied access to
the discernment process for any ministry, lay or ordained, in this Church because of race, color, ethnic
origin, national origin, sex, marital status, sexual orientation, disabilities or age, except as otherwise
provided by these Canons."
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