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Resolution Number: 2006-B033
Title: Exercise Restraint in Consecrating Candidates
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred
Final Text:

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention receive and embrace The Windsor Report's invitation
to engage in a process of healing and reconciliation; and be it further

Resolved, That this Convention therefore call upen Standing Committees and bishops with jurisdiction
to exercise restraint by not consenting to the consecration of any candidate to the episcopate whose
manner of life presents a challenge to the wider church and will lead to further strains on communion.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Columbus,
2006 (New York: General Convention, 2007), pp. 650-653.
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Resolution Number: 2006-D045

Title: Amend Canon II1.1.2 [Of the Ministry of All Baptized Persons]
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted

Final Text:

Resolved, That Canon II1.1 be amended by the addition of a new Section 3:
Sec. 3. The provisions of these canons for the admission of Candidates for the Ordination to the three
Orders: Bishops, Priests and Deacons shall be equally applicable to men and women.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Columbus,
2006 (New York: General Convention, 2007), p. 290.
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Resolution Number: 2000-C043

Title: Affirm and Endorse The Cambridge Accord
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 73rd General Convention of the Episcopal Church affirm and endorse the Cambridge
Accord of October 1, 1999 and urge all members of the House of Bishops to affix their names to the
Accord, the text of which follows.

THE CAMBRIDGE ACCORD

In the name of God, we, the bishops of the Anglican Communion who have affixed our names to this
Accord, publish it as a statement of our shared opinion in regard to all persons who are homosexual.
We affirm that while we may have contrasting views on the Biblical, theological, and moral issues
surrounding homosexuality, on these three points we are in one Accord:

. That no homosexual person should ever be deprived of liberty, personal
property, or civil rights because of his or her sexual orientation.

. That all acts of violence, oppression, and degradation against homosexual
persons are wrong and cannot be sanctioned by an appeal to the Christian
faith.

. That every human being is created equal in the eyes of God and therefore
deserves to be treated with dignity and respect.

We appeal to people of good conscience from every nation and religious creed to join us in embracing
this simple Accord as our global claim to human rights not only for homosexual men and women, but
for all God's people.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Denver,
2000 (New York: General Convention, 2001), p. 565f.
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Resolution Number: 1994-C020

Title: Amend Canon 1.17.5 [Of Regulations Respecting the Laity]
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Substituted and Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That Title I, Canon 17, Section S5 be amended as follows:
No person shall be denied rights, status [in], or [access to] an equal place in the life, worship, and
governance of this Church because of race, color, [or] ethnic origin, national origin, marital status,
sex, sexual orientation, disabilities or age, except as otherwise specified by [this] Canon.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Indianapolis,
1994 (New York: General Convention, 1995), p. 356.
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Resolution Number: 1994-D007
Title: Amend Canon I11.4.1 [Equal Access to Ordination Process]
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended
Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That Title III, Canon 4 be amended by adding a new
sentence to Section 1 as follows:

No one shall be denied access to the selection process for ordination in this Church because of race,
color, ethnic origin, sex, national origin, marital status, sexual orientation, disabilities or age, except as
otherwise specified by these Canons. No right to ordination is hereby established.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Indianapolis,
1994 (New York: General Convention, 1995), pp. 811-12.
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Resolution Number: 1979-A053
Title: Recommend Guidelines on the Ordination of Homosexuals
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Substituted and Amended
Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That the 66th General Convention receive with gratitude
and appreciation the Report and Recommendations of its Standing Commission on Human Affairs
and Health with special reference to the requested study of the matter of ordination of homosexual
persons; and be it further

Resolved, That this General Convention recommend to Bishops, Pastors, Vestries, Commissions on
Ministry and Standing Committees, the following considerations as they continue to exercise their
proper canonical functions in the selection and approval of persons for ordination:

1. There are many human conditions, some of them in the area of sexuality,
which bear upon a person's suitability for ordination;

2. Every ordinand is expected to lead a life which is ""a wholesome example to
all people" (Book of Common Prayer, pp. 517, 532, 544). There should be no
barrier to the ordination of qualified persons of either heterosexual or
homosexual orientation whose behavior the Church considers wholesome;

3. We re-affirm the traditional teaching of the Church on marriage, marital
fidelity and sexual chastity as the standard of Christian sexual morality.
Candidates for ordination are expected to conform to this standard. Therefore,
we believe it is not appropriate for this Church to ordain a practicing
homosexual, or any person who is engaged in heterosexual relations outside
of marriage.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Denver,
1979 (New York: General Convention, 1980), p. C-93.
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Resolution Number:
Title:

Legislative Action Taken:
Final Text:
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1976-A069
Recognize the Equal Claims of Homosexuals
Concurred As Submitted

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That it is the sense of this General Convention that
homosexual persons are children of God who have a full and equal claim with all other persons upon
the love, acceptance, and pastoral concern and care of the Church.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of... The Episcopal Church, Minneapolis
1976 (New York: General Convention, 1977), p. C-109.
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ToPIC/TITLE: Canons: Amend Canon I11.1.3

PROPOSER: Diocese of Michigan

C&C PAGE: 63

BB PAGE:

Resolved, the House of concurring, That Canon III.1.3 is hereby amended to

read as follows: "The provisions of these Canons for the admission of Candidates for the
Ordination to the three Orders: Bishops, Priests and Deacons shall be equally applicable
to men-and-wemen all persons regardless of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin,
sex, marital status, sexual orientation, disabilities, gender identity, gender expression or
age, except as otherwise provided by these Canons. No right to licensing, ordination or
election is hereby established.

EXPLANATION:

In 2003, General Convention consented to the election of V. Gene Robinson, a homosexual man living in a
committed same-sex relationship, as Bishop of New Hampshire.In 2004, the Lambeth Commission on
Communion issued "The Windsor Report" which, in part, called for "the Episcopal Church (USA) be
invited to effect a moratorium on the election and consent to the consecration of any candidate to the
episcopate who is living in a same gender union...."In 2006, General Convention, seeking to provide an
opportunity to permit the conversation to continue throughout the Anglican Communion, adopted
resolution BO33 which states, in part "Resolved, That this Convention therefore call upon Standing
Committees and bishops with jurisdiction to exercise restraint by not consenting to the consecration of any
candidate to the episcopate whose manner of life presents a challenge to the wider church and will lead to
further strains on communion."

Review Status:Not Yet Reviewed for Canonical Form
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