
THE ARCHIVES 
of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2006 

Resolution Number: 2006-D030 

Title: On the Topic of Institutional Prejudice and Injustice 

Legislative Action Taken: Rejected 

Text of Resolution: 

Resolved, the House ofDeputies concurring, That the 75th General Convention ofThe Episcopal Church: 
repent the institutional prejudice and injustice perpetrated on individuals or groups on the basis ofgender, 
age, race, ethnicity, disability or sexual orientation. We reject any action that would give a wrongful 
witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ by enabling ignorance, intolerance, and lovelessness. 
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THE ARCHIVES 
ofthe Episcopal Church	 THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2006 

Resolution Number: 2003-A029 

Title: Commit to Open Dialogue on Difficult Issues Facing the Church 
and Society 

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended 

Final Text: 

Resolved, That the 74th General Convention of The Episcopal Church commit itself to foster moral 
deliberation on social questions, seeking to be a community where open, passionate, and respectful 
deliberation of challenging, contemporary issues is expected and encouraged; engage those of diverse 
classes, genders, ages, races, disabilities, engaging cultures, sexual orientation, and perspectives so 
that our limited horizons might be expanded and our witness in the world enhanced; address the 
issues faced by the people of God, in order to equip them for their discipleship and citizenship in the 
world; and be it further 
Resolved, That in addition to the curricula identified and developed in accordance with Resolution 
A009 of the 73rd General Convention which provide guided conversation around sexual orientation, 
in particular "Room for Grace Dialogue", the 74th General Convention direct the Peace and Justice 
Ministries Office and Ethnic and Women's Ministries and, where appropriate, the Committee on 
Anti-Racism of the Executive Council and other groups to collaborate in further developing models 
and trainers, lay and ordained, to guide conversations on difficult issues facing our church and societies 
today and to promulgate their use; and be it further 
Resolved, That the General Convention request the Joint Standing Committee on Program, Budget, 
and Finance to consider a budget allocation of $28,000 for implementation of this resolution, including 
$6,000 for planning the process and printing materials, $20,000 to bring trainers from dioceses and 
provinces together to learn the process and $2,000 to sustain the process. 

Citation:	 GeneralConvention, Journal ofthe General Convention of..The Episcopal Church, Minneapolis, 
2003 (New York: General Convention, 2004), p. 630f. 
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08 - World Mission C061 

TOPIC/TITLE: Canons: Amend Title 111.1.2 

PROPOSER: Diocese of Massachusetts 

C&CPAGE: 63 

BBPAGE: 

1 Resolved, the House of concurring, That Title III, Canon 1, Sec. 2 of the Canons 
2 of the Episcopal Church is hereby amended to read as follows: No person shall be denied 
3 access to the discernment process for any ministry, lay or ordained, in this Church 
4 because of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, sex, marital status, sexual 
5 orientation, gender identity and expression, disabilities or age, except as otherwise 
6 provided by these Canons. No right to licensing, ordination, or election is hereby 
7 established. 
8 
9 

10 

EXPLANA TION: 
Title III, Canon 1, Sec. 2 of the Canons of the Episcopal Church states: "No person shall be denied access 
to the discernment process for any ministry, lay or ordained, in this Church because of race, color, ethnic 
origin, national origin, sex, marital status, sexual orientation, disabilities or age, except as otherwise 
provided by these Canons. No right to licensing, ordination, or election is hereby established." This 
resolution would revise this canon by adding "gender identity and expression" to this list of protected 
categories of access, but not of right.This revision is based upon our increased understanding and practice 
to respect the human dignity of transgender people-- transsexuals, and others who differ from majority 
societal gender norms. Gender identity, in and of itself, should not be a basis for exclusion from 
consideration for the participation in the ministries of the Church. 

Review Status:Not Yet Reviewed for Canonical Form 
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