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Resolution Number: 1994-C020

Title: Amend Canon 1.17.5 [Of Regulations Respecting the Laity]
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Substituted and Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That Title I, Canon 17, Section 5 be amended as follows:
No person shall be denied rights, status [in], or [access to] an equal place in the life, worship, and
governance of this Church because of race, color, [or] ethnic origin, national origin, marital status,
sex, sexual orientation, disabilities or age, except as otherwise specified by [this] Canon.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of... The Episcopal Church, Indianapolis,
1994 (New York: General Convention, 1995), p. 356.
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Resolved, the House of concurring, That the 76th General Convention affirm the

continued participation of The Episcopal Church in the Anglican Communion and we
give thanks for the work of the Bishops at the Lambeth Conference of 2008; and be it
further

Resolved, That the 76th General Convention commit ourselves to our distinctive polity
and charism as embodied in the Constitution and Canons of The Episcopal Church which
require us to include LGBT people in all orders of ministry thus offering an incarnational
witness of radical hospitality to the world and especially to our brothers and sisters
throughout the Communion who are on the margins and vulnerable to violence.

EXPLANATION:

This resolution speaks beyond ourselves to the greater Communion, affirming the relationships that make
us a strong, diverse Body and thanking the Anglican Bishops who gathered for prayerful consideration of
ministry and mission in Summer, 2008.This resolution also remembers that at Lambeth 1998, we were
asked as a Communion to listen to the stories of GLBT people (Resolution 10.1.c). Such listening reveals
that our GLBT brothers and sisters in many different corners of the Communion are regularly victims of
extreme acts of violence, injustice and other mistreatments that are not only blatant violations of basic
human rights but that also violate the promises made at Baptism to "seek and serve Christ in all persons"
and to "respect the dignity of every human being." (BCP pg 305.)As The Episcopal Church, we have gospel
good news to share, hope to offer and a witness to give to the Communion as we welcome GLBT persons
and celebrate their gifts for ministry. In such proclamation we strengthen relationships with those marginal
Anglican brothers and sisters, those who long simply to be safe and welcomed as God created them to be.

Endorser(s): The Rev. Jennifer L. Baskerville-Burrows, The Rev. LeeAnne Watkins
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