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of the EplSCOpal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2006
Resolution Number: 2006-C018
Title: Recognize Global Warming and Reaffirm Church's Environmental
Responsibility
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended
Final Text:

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention of The Episcopal Church recognize that the use of fossil
fuels harms air quality and public health and is contributing to changes in the global climate that
threaten the lives and livelihoods of our neighbors around the world; and be it further

Resolved, That the Convention affirm that our Christian response to global warming is a deeply moral
and spiritual issue; and be it further

Resolved, That the Convention reaffirm Resolution 1991-A195, adopted by the 70th General
Convention, declaring that Christian Stewardship of God's created environment, in harmony with
our respect for human dignity, requires response from the Church of the highest urgency; and be it
further

Resolved, That the Convention reaffirm Resolution 2000-D022 (MDGs and the ONE Episcopalian
Campaign), adopted by the 73rd General Convention, encouraging all members, congregations,
dioceses, and other church institutions to use environmentally safe and sustainable energy sources;
and be it further

Resolved, That the Convention acknowledge with praise and appreciation the work of Interfaith Power
and Light, a non-profit initiative that helps congregations, religious institutions and others work for
a more just, sustainable and healthier Creation (website of Interfaith Power and Light —
www.theregenerationproject.org); and be it further

Resolved, That the Convention encourage all members, congregations, dioceses, and other church
institutions to consider prayerfully whether to partner with Interfaith Power and Light by incorporating
respect and care for Creation into programs of worship and education, by reducing energy use through
conservation and increased efficiency, and by replacing consumption of fossil fuels with energy from
renewable resources.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Columbus,
2006 (New York: General Convention, 2007), pp. 484-485.
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Resolution Number: 2006-D022

Title: Establish the Millennium Development Goals as a Mission Priority
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention of The Episcopal Church commend the leaders and
members of The Episcopal Church, including Episcopal Relief and Development and program ministries
of The Episcopal Church, for their leadership on behalf of the Millennium Development Goals, both
through public advocacy and implementation of MDG programs in the developing world; and commend
parishes, missions, congregations, and dioceses, and others, like Episcopalians for Global Reconciliation
and the Micah Challenge, for their support of the implementation of the MDGs in fulfillment of our
Baptismal Covenant and as an expression of the hunger of this Church for far deeper communion
with all of God’s beloved; and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention establish the work toward the achievement of the Millennium
Development Goals as a mission priority for the coming triennium, and that each diocese, congregation,
and parishioner be urged to commit to 0.7% giving toward these goals by July 7, 2007 (07/07/07); and
be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention request the Joint Standing Committee on Program, Budget
and Finance to consider a budget line item of no less than an additional 0.7% (circa $900,000) of the
non-government revenue of The Episcopal Church for work that supports the implementation of the
Millennium Development Goals:

Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

Achieve universal primary education

Promote gender equality and empower women

Reduce child mortality

Improve maternal health

Combat HIV and AIDS, malaria and other diseases

Ensure environmental sustainability, and

Create a global partnership for development with a focus on debt, aid, and
trade.

And be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention encourage parishes, missions, congregations, and dioceses to
designate the Last Sunday after Pentecost, or such days as may be designated ecumenically for
commendation of the MDGs, as special days of prayer, fasting, and giving in The Episcopal Church
toward global reconciliation and the Millennium Development Goals; and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention request that all dioceses establish a global reconciliation
commission or similar body dedicated to mobilizing Episcopalians toward the achievement of the
Millennium Development Goals; and be it further

Resolved, That the Standing Commission on Anglican and International Peace with Justice Concerns
report to the 76th General Convention on the progress that has been achieved in implementing this
resolution; and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention endorse “The ONE Campaign,” the U.S. movement for the
MDGs, through The Episcopal Church’s “ONE Episcopalian” campaign; call on all parishes, missions,
congregations, dioceses, and individuals to join the ONE Episcopalian campaign; and publicly endorse
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The ONE Campaign’s call for the United States government to annually spend an additional one

percent of its budget to combat global poverty, and to be active advocates for the achievement of this
work.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Columbus,
2006 (New York: General Convention, 2007), pp. 522-524.
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THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2006

Resolution Number: 2006-D055
Title: On the Topic of an ACC Resolution on Global Warming
Legislative Action Taken: Rejected

Text of the Resolution:

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That the 75th General Convention endorse and implement
Resolution 13/32 of the Anglican Consultative Council’s meeting in Nottingham in 2005, submitted by the
Anglican Communion Environment Network, which:

Recommends all Anglicans be encouraged to:

1. recognize that global climatic change is real and that we are contributing to the despoiling of
creation

2. commend initiatives that address the moral transformation needed for environmentally sustainable
economic practices such as the Contraction and Convergence process championed by the Archbishop
of Canterbury

3. understand that, for the sake of future generations and the good of God’s creation, those of us in the
rich nations need to be ready to make sacrifices in the level of comfort and luxury we have come to
enjoy

4. expect mission, vision, and value statements to contain commitment to environmental responsibility
at all levels of church activity

5. educate all church members about the Christian mandate to care for creation

6. work on these issues ecumenically and with all faith communities and people of good will
everywhere

7. ensure that the voices of women, indigenous peoples, and youth are heard

8. press government, industry, and civil society on the moral imperative of taking practical steps
towards building sustainable communities.

Asks Provinces to take the following steps urgently:

1. Include environmental education as an integral part of all theological training,.

2. Take targeted and specific actions to assess and reduce our environmental footprint, particularly
greenhouse gas emissions. Such actions could include energy and resource audits, land management,
just trading and purchasing, socially and ethically responsible investment.

3. Promote and commit ourselves to use renewable energy wherever possible.

4. Revise our liturgies and our calendar and lectionaries in ways that more fully reflect the role and
work of God as Creator.

5. Press for urgent initiation of discussions, which should include all nations, leading to a just and
effective development beyond the Kyoto Protocol.

6. Support the work of the World Council of Churches Climate Change Action Group.

7. Bring before governments the imperative to use all means, including legislation and removal of
subsidies, to reduce greenhouse gases.
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Resolution Number:
Title:

Legislative Action Taken:
Final Text:

1988-D126

Request a Statement of Policy and a Plan for Environmental
Stewardship

Concurred As Amended

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the 69th General Convention request the Executive
Council to give high priority during the next triennium to develop a comprehensive statement of policy
and a plan of action regarding stewardship of the global environment; and be it further

Resolved, That this policy and plan pay particular attention to the potential massive environmental
problems of ozone depletion and the global warming trend; and be it further

Resolved, That said policy statement and action plan be presented to the 70th General Convention for

approval.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Detroit,
1988 (New York: General Convention, 1989), p. 220.
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09 - National and International Concerns A157

TOPIC/TITLE: Environment: Climate Change and the Millenium Development Goals
PROPOSER: Executive Council Committee on Science, Technology and Faith
C&C PAGE:

BB PAGE: 679

Resolved, the House of concurring, That the 76th General Convention of The

Episcopal Church reaffirms Resolutions 2006-B002 (Acknowledge and Reduce Global Warming)
and 2006-D022 (Establish the Millennium Development Goals); and be it further

Resolved, That the 76th General Convention acknowledges the effects that climate change can
have on the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and encourages all
Episcopal Church organizations to consider the hardships induced by climate change for all
projects that they undertake in meeting the MDGs, including plans that would ameliorate the
hardships.

EXPLANATION:

The United Nations Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) encapsulate many of The Episcopal Church's
ministries to those in poverty. Achievement of the MDGs is threatened by climate change. Drought and
flooding both can adversely affect crop yields. Changes in climate may include increased temperatures and
rainfall that would yield faster spread of diseases. The changes may also include droughts yielding
inadequate supplies of water and reduced water quality. Population dislocations caused by drought,
floods, storms or changes in sea level would disrupt education and would affect child mortality, maternal
health and the increase and spread of communicable diseases.MDG project planning should recognize the
potential local and regional effects of climate change so that plans include contingency planning with
provisions to help the affected population adapt.
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