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Resolution Number: 1991-A195 

Title: Affirm Environmental Responsibility and Establish an 
Environmental Stewardship Team 

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Substituted and Amended 

Final Text: 

Resolved, the House ofBishops concurring , That the 70th General Convention ofthe Episcopal Church, 
affirming our responsibility for the earth in trust for this and future generations: 

I.	 Declares that Christian Stewardship of God's created environment, in harmony 
with our respect for human dignity, requires response from the Church ofthe 
highest urgency; 

2.	 Calls on all citizens of the world, and Episcopalians in particular, to live their 
lives as good stewards with responsible concern for the sustainability of the 
environment and with appreciation for the global interdependence of human 
life and the natural worlds; and 

3.	 Urges all Episcopalians to reflect on their personal and corporate habits in 
the use of God's creation; to share with one another ideas for new responses; 
and to act as individuals, congregations, dioceses, and provinces of the 
Episcopal Church in ways that protect and heal all interdependent parts of 
creation. Such action should include prayerful theological discernment and 
factual knowledge. It should also consider global and local links and the balance 
of environmental integrity with economic sufficiency for human living; 

and be it further 
Resolved, That the Episcopal Church, acknowledging the sovereignty of God and God's call to us in 
the servanthood of Christ, continue to engage environmental issues, passionately caring for the earth 
and striving to live into the promises and mandates which are ours as stewards of creation; and be it 
further 
Resolved, That this Convention calls upon the Presiding Bishop and the President of the House of 
Deputies to appoint an interdisciplinary, multicultural Environmental Stewardship Team, 14 members, 
representing each Province and a broad spectrum of Church membership, whose gifts and expertise 
are suitable to the task. The mission of the Environmental Stewardship Team is to educate, motivate 
and facilitate congregations, dioceses and provinces toward local and regional plans, advocacy and 
action. The Team will work with other environmental groups of common interest; and be it further 
Resolved, That the 70th General Convention includes in the Program Budget an appropriation of 
$100,000 per year during the 1992-1994 triennium to carry out the work of the Team; and be it further 
Resolved, That the Environmental Stewardship Team report regularly to Executive Council during 
the triennium and to the 71st General Convention; and be it further 
Resolved, That the 70th General Convention requests the Presiding Bishop to communicate immediately 
and directly to all Episcopalians, the scope and urgency of this resolution. 

Citation:	 General Convention, Journal ofthe General Convention of..The Episcopal Church, Phoenix, 
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c. recommends that, in view of the resolutions passed by ACC-7, information concerning local needs 
and initiatives be shared throughout Provinces, possibly by extending the terms of reference for the 
existing Peace and Justice Network; 
d. encourages people everywhere to make changes, personal and corporate, in their attitudes and life 
styles, recognizing that the wholeness of living requires a right relationship with God, one's neighbor 
and creation." 

Citation:	 General Convention, Journal ofthe General Convention of..The Episcopal Church, Phoenix, 
1991 (New York: General Convention, 1992), p. 366. 
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Resolution Number: 1982-B039 

Title: Commend a Report on Global Economic Development and Security 

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended 

Final Text: 

Resolved, the House of Deput ies concurring, That this 67th Gcneral Convention of the Episcopal Church 
commends to all individuals, congregations, and Dioceses the report of the Independent Commission 
on International Development Issues, titled the "Brandt Report," as a significant resource in 
understanding: 

I.	 The dimensions of the effects of poverty on global security; 
2.	 The priority need for development aid; and 
3.	 The urgency of addressing such concerns as a just world economic order and 

the effects of military spending on poverty and hunger; 

and be it further 
Resolved, That the National Hunger Committee, in conjunction with the Development Office of World 
Mission, be charged with acquainting the Church with this resol ve. 

Citation:	 General Convention ,Journal ofthe General Convention of. .The Episcopal Church. New Orleans, 
1982 (New York: General Convention, 1983), p. C-141. 
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09 - National and International Concerns: UD BOlO 

TOPIC/TITLE: Crisis of the Global Economy
 

PROPOSER: The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson
 

C&C PAGE:
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1 Resolved, the House of concurring, That the 76th General Convention support 
2 the creation of a new regulatory agency at the international level, possibly within the 
3 structure of the United Nations, with the authority to promote and enforce agreed-upon 
4 principles of fair trade and regulations governing international trade, commerce and the 
5 environment. 
6 
7 
8 
9 

EXPLANATION: 
This resolution does not take issue with the fact of globalization. Global trade networks are growing and 
will continue to grow. But changes need to happen in ways that minimize their negative effects on 
impoverished nations and peoples, on workers, and on the environment, and maximize the direct 
participation in economic development decisions by more marginalized populations. Even before the 
current global crisis, the international corporate and financial system had created many serious problems in 
both developed and developing countries. Global financial and corporate institutions have acquired 
financial and political power far outstripping the national and intemationallaws and treaties that held them 
accountable. The world's largest banks and financial institutions have overwhelmingly dominated trading in 
global financial and currency exchange markets, marginalizing the role of local and regional banks that 
might have the best understanding of local and regional conditions. Within the last year the financial crisis 
has spread globally, imperiling the very survival not only of some developing countries but also those in 
the developed world, and dramatically underlining the interconnectedness of the global financial and 
economic systems. Hope arises that questions heretofore not seriously entertained may now be considered. 
For instance, how might the international community devise regulations for, or at least monitor large 
financial or corporate decisions that may drastically affect entire populations or nations? Recently 
international leaders have begun discussing regulatory review. 

Endorser(s):The Rt. Rev. J. Jon Bruno, The Rt. Rev. Stephen T. Lane 

Sponsor(s):The Rt. Rev. Douglas Theuner 
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