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THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2006

Resolution Number: 2006-C018

Title: Recognize Global Warming and Reaffirm Church's Environmental
Responsibility

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention of The Episcopal Church recognize that the use of fossil
fuels harms air quality and public health and is contributing to changes in the global climate that
threaten the lives and livelihoods of our neighbors around the world; and be it further

Resolved, That the Convention affirm that our Christian response to global warming is a deeply moral
and spiritual issue; and be it further

Resolved, That the Convention reaffirm Resolution 1991-A195, adopted by the 70th General
Convention, declaring that Christian Stewardship of God's created environment, in harmony with
our respect for human dignity, requires response from the Church of the highest urgency; and be it
further

Resolved, That the Convention reaffirm Resolution 2000-D022 (MDGs and the ONE Episcopalian
Campaign), adopted by the 73rd General Convention, encouraging all members, congregations,
dioceses, and other church institutions to use environmentally safe and sustainable energy sources;
and be it further

Resolved, That the Convention acknowledge with praise and appreciation the work of Interfaith Power
and Light, a non-profit initiative that helps congregations, religious institutions and others work for
a more just, sustainable and healthier Creation (website of Interfaith Power and Light —
www.theregenerationproject.org); and be it further

Resolved, That the Convention encourage all members, congregations, dioceses, and other church
institutions to consider prayerfully whether to partner with Interfaith Power and Light by incorporating
respect and care for Creation into programs of worship and education, by reducing energy use through
conservation and increased efficiency, and by replacing consumption of fossil fuels with energy from
renewable resources.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Columbus,
2006 (New York: General Convention, 2007), pp. 484-485.
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| of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2006
Resolution Number: 2003-D070

Title: Work for a Clean Water Policy

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 74th General Convention ask the Office of Government Relations to work on public
policy to ensure that clean water is accessible and available teo all; and be it further

Resolved, That the Standing Commission on Anglican and International Peace with Justice Concerns
be urged to make water a priority.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of... The Episcopal Church, Minneapolis,
2003 (New York: General Convention, 2004), p. 331.
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Resolution Number:
Title:

Legislative Action Taken:
Final Text:

THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2006

s S P

2000-A048

Encourage Consideration of the Environment When Choosing
Electric Energy Supplier

Concurred as Submitted

Resolved, That the 73rd General Convention encourage all members, congregations, dioceses, and
other church institutions, in choosing electric energy suppliers, to examine the choices of energy
generation, and to use environmentally safe and sustainable energy sources, especially those deriving

from sun and wind; and be it further

Resolved, That the church at every level seek out expertise in selecting an energy provider through
such resources as Episcopal Power and Light.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Denver,
2000 (New York: General Convention, 2001), p. 329.
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THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2006

Resolution Number: 1991-D041

Title: Implement 1988 Lambeth Resolution No.040 on the Environment
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Submitted

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That this 70th General Convention call for the implementation
in this Church of Resolution #040 of the 1988 Lambeth Conference which states:

"This Conference:

1. identifies four inter-related areas in which the misuse of people or resources poses a threat to the
life system of the planet, namely,

a. unjust distribution of the world's wealth

b. social injustice within nations

c. the rise of militarism

d. irreversible damage to the environment

and therefore:

2. calls upon each Province and Diocese to devise a program of study, reflection and action in which
the following elements should play a part:

a. as a matter of urgency, the giving of information to our people of what is happening to our
stewardship of God's earth for the care of our neighbors as a necessary part of Christian discipleship
and a Christian contribution to citizenship;

b. actively to support by public statement and in private dialogue, the engagement of governments,
transnational corporations, management and labor in an examination of what their decisions are
doing to our people, and our land, air and water;

c. the opposition to the increase in the arms trade; questioning both excessive expenditure of scarce
resources on weapons and trade policies which look upon arms sales as a legitimate source of increased
export revenue;

d. the encouragement of Christians to re-examine the currently accepted economic policies which
operate to the disadvantage of those with less bargaining power at every level from international to
personal, and to use God's gifts of technology for the benefit of all;

e. the critical examination of the exercise of power, first within congregations and all other church
bodies, and then in secular institutions which affect the lives of all. Insofar as the aim is to achieve a
just and sustainable society world-wide, priority must be given to those modes which nurture people's
gifts and evoke responsible participation rather than those which dominate and exclude;

3.a. commends, in general, the participation by every Province in the WCC's program for "Justice,
Peace and the Integrity of Creation,"

b. urges churches, congregations and individual Christians to actively support all other agencies which
share this urgent concern. In particular we commend a widespread study of the United Nations' report,
"Our Common Future," and a participation by church bodies in the local responses it requires;
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c¢. recommends that, in view of the resolutions passed by ACC-7, information concerning local needs
and initiatives be shared throughout Provinces, possibly by extending the terms of reference for the

existing Peace and Justice Network;

d. encourages people everywhere to make changes, personal and corporate, in their attitudes and life
styles, recognizing that the wholeness of living requires a right relationship with God, one's neighbor
and creation."

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Phoenix,
1991 (New York: General Convention, 1992), p. 366.
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THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2006

1988-D126

Request a Statement of Policy and a Plan for Environmental
Stewardship

Concurred As Amended

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the 69th General Convention request the Executive
Council to give high priority during the next triennium to develop a comprehensive statement of policy
and a plan of action regarding stewardship of the global environment; and be it further

Resolved, That this policy and plan pay particular attention to the potential massive environmental
problems of ozone depletion and the global warming trend; and be it further

Resolved, That said policy statement and action plan be presented to the 70th General Convention for

approval.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Detroit,
1988 (New York: General Convention, 1989), p. 220.
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ToPIC/TITLE: Environment: Governmental Policies for Environmental Stewardship
PROPOSER: Diocese of California

C&C PAGE:
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Resolved, the House of concurring, That the General Convention of the

Episcopal Church urges the U.S. Government to legislate equitable subsidies for
renewable energy (such as solar and wind turbine power, and research into new
technologies), along with balancing its current subsidies for non-renewable energy
sources (oil, gas, coal); and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention supports adoption of a federal renewable
portfolio standard which would specify that electricity suppliers obtain a certain
percentage of their electricity from renewable energy, with that amount to be increased
over time; and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention supports government programs which practice
sound environmental stewardship, for example by converting public buildings to solar,
and utilizing renewable, clean energy to operate public transportation, and by saving
water through water conservation, efficiency and reuse, thereby reducing the demand for
energy-consuming processing facilities; and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention directs the Washington Office of Government

Relations of the Episcopal Church to promote these goals in their work, and to report
regularly on this work through appropriate communication channels.
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