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THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2006

Resolution Number: 2006-A095

Title: Reaffirm Support of Gay and Lesbian Persons
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention reaffirm The Episcopal Church’s historical support of
gay and lesbian persons as children of God and entitled to full civil rights; and be it further

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention reaffirm the 71st General Convention’s action calling
upon “municipal council, state legislatures and the United States Congress to approve measures giving
gay and lesbian couples protection[s] such as: bereavement and family leave policies; health benefits;
pension benefits; real-estate transfer tax benefits; and commitments to mutual support enjoyed by
non-gay married couples'; and be it further

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention oppose any state or federal constitutional amendment
that prohibits same-sex civil marriage or civil unions.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Columbus,
2006 (New York: General Convention, 2007), p. 704.
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Resolution Number: 2006-A167

Title: Reaffirm Church Membership of Gay and Lesbian Persons
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention of The Episcopal Church reaffirm that gay and lesbian
persons are by Baptism full members of the Body of Christ and of The Episcopal Church as “children
of God who have a full and equal claim with all other persons upon the love, acceptance, and pastoral
concern and care of the Church” (GC1976—A069); and be it further

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention reiterate its apology “on behalf of The Episcopal Church
to its members who are gay or lesbian, and to lesbians and gay men outside the Church, for years of
rejection and maltreatment by the Church,” and recommit to “seek amendment of our life together
as we ask God’s help in sharing the Good News with all people” (GC1997-D011); and be it further
Resolved, That, in evidence of that apology, The Episcopal Church pledge to include openly gay and
lesbian persons on every committee, commission or task force developed for the specific purpose of
discussing issues about sexuality and request the same of our sister churches in the Anglican
Communion and Anglican Communion bodies; and be it further

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention reiterate that “our baptism into Jesus Christ is inseparable
from our communion with one another, and we commit ourselves to that communion despite our
diversity of opinion and, among dioceses, a diversity of pastoral practice with the gay men and lesbians
among us” (GC2003-C051).

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Columbus,
2006 (New York: General Convention, 2007), pp. 669-670.
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Resolution Number: 2003-C051

Title:

Consider Blessing Committed, Same-Gender Relationships

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted and Amended
Final Text:

Resolved, That the 74th General Convention affirm the following:

1.

That our life together as a community of faith is grounded in the saving work of Jesus
Christ and expressed in the principles of the Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral: Holy
Scripture, the historic Creeds of the Church, the two dominical Sacraments, and the
Historic Episcopate.

That we reaffirm Resolution A069 of the 65th General Convention (1976) that ""homosexual
persons are children of God who have a full and equal claim with all other persons upon the
love, acceptance, and pastoral concern and care of the Church."

That, in our understanding of homosexual persons, differences exist among us about how
best to care pastorally for those who intend to live in monogamous, non-celibate unions; and
what is, or should be, required, permitted, or prohibited by the doctrine, discipline, and
worship of The Episcopal Church concerning the blessing of the same.

That we reaffirm Resolution D039 of the 73rd General Convention (2000), that '"We expect
such relationships will be characterized by fidelity, monogamy, mutual affection and
respect, careful, honest communication, and the holy love which enables those in such
relationships to see in each other the image of God," and that such relationships exist
throughout the church.

That we recognize that local faith communities are operating within the bounds of our
common life as they explore and experience liturgies celebrating and blessing same-sex
unions.

That we commit ourselves, and call our church, in the spirit of Resolution A104 of the 70th
General Convention (1991), to continued prayer, study, and discernment on the pastoral
care for gay and lesbian persons, to include the compilation and development by a special
commission organized and appointed by the Presiding Bishop, of resources to facilitate as
wide a conversation of discernment as possible throughout the church.

That our baptism into Jesus Christ is inseparable from our communion with one another,
and we commit ourselves to that communion despite our diversity of opinion and, among
dioceses, a diversity of pastoral practice with the gay men and lesbians among us.

That it is a matter of faith that our Lord longs for our unity as his disciples, and for us this
entails living within the boundaries of the Constitution and Canons of The Episcopal
Church. We believe this discipline expresses faithfulness to our polity and that it will
facilitate the conversation we seek, not only in The Episcopal Church, but also in the wider
Anglican Communion and beyond.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,

Minneapolis,2003 (New York: General Convention, 2004), p. 615f.
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Resolution Number: 1994-C019

Title: Reaffirm Resolution on Equal Protection Under Law for
Homosexuals

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Substituted and Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the 71st General Convention reaffirms our 1976
resolution that homosexual persons are entitled to equal protection under law with all other citizens;
and be it further

Resolved, That the Government Relations Office of the Episcopal Church be directed to work on
behalf of pending and future legislation to assure that such protection is provided in actuality.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of... The Episcopal Church, Indianapolis,
1994 (New York: General Convention, 1995), p. 356.
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Resolution Number: 1994-D006

Title: Call on US Government to Extend Benefits to Gay and Lesbian
Couples

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the 71st General Convention call upon municipal
council, state legislatures and the United States Congress to approve measures giving gay and lesbian
couples protection|s] such as: bereavement and family leave policies; health benefits, pension benefits;
real-estate transfer tax benefits, and commitments to mutual support enjoyed by non-gay married
couples.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of... The Episcopal Church, Indianapolis,
1994 (New York: General Convention, 1995), p. 282.
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Resolution Number:
Title:

Legislative Action Taken:
Final Text:

T

| of the Episcopal Church

THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2006

1976-A071
Support the Right of Homosexuals to Equal Protection of the Law
Concurred As Submitted

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That this General Convention expresses its conviction that
homesexual persons are entitled to equal protection of the laws with all other citizens, and calls upon
our society to see that such protection is provided in actuality.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of... The Episcopal Church, Minneapolis
1976 (New York: General Convention, 1977), p. C-109.
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ToPIC/TITLE: Defense of Marriage Statutes

PROPOSER: Diocese of Newark
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Resolved, the House of concurring, That this 76th General Convention reject the

belief that the existence of marriage, civil union, or domestic partnership between same-
sex individuals has a detrimental effect on opposite-sex marriage; and be it further

Resolved, That the Convention call on Congress to repeal the so-called "Defense of
Marriage" statute passed on September 21, 1996 [Public Law No. 104-199, 110 Stat.
2419, codified at 1 U.S.C. § 7 and 28 U.S.C. § 1738C]; and be it further

Resolved, That the Convention call on all Episcopalians to work against the passage of
so-called "Defense of Marriage" state statutes and state constitutional amendments, and,
in states where such statutes or constitutional amendments already exist, to work for their
repeal.

EXPLANATION:

"Defense of Marriage" statutes and constitutional amendments increasingly have little relationship to
marriage, let alone its "defense." Most of the amendments and citizen propositions passed in the last five
years have included provisions such as that in the 2004 Ohio amendment, and "this state and its political
subdivisions shall not create or recognize a legal status or relationship of unmarried individuals that intends
to proximate the design, qualities, significance or effect of a marriage.” This is intended to prohibit the
recognition of domestic partnerships, civil unions and all benefits for partners of state employees - even
when those benefits are achieved through collective bargaining. Ironically, even non-LGBT Ohioans have
been affected since the courts ruled that unmarried persons may not seek protection from state-sponsored
spousal abuse programs. The federal Defense of Marriage law has the effect of denying various benefits
for same-sex partners - joint tax filing, survivor benefits under social security, and the state tax exemptions.
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