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| of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2006
Resolution Number: 1997-A036
Title: Authorize the Committee on Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Submitted
Final Text:

Resolved, That the Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation Committee of the Executive Council, with
its subcommittees for Anti-Racism, Global Peace and Justice, Economic Justice, Environmental
Stewardship, and Jubilee Ministries, continue its mandate to facilitate communication and collaboration
between the Executive Council and ministries throughout the Episcopal Church and Church Center
units which address issues of peace, social and economic justice and the environment; and be it further
Resolved, That these ministries be funded to organize, plan, and implement strategies to support
Episcopal regional and local networks corresponding to the work of each of the subcommittees.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Philadelphia,
1997 (New York: General Convention, 1998), p. 61.
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Resolution Number: 1994-D015

Title: Reaffirm Support for Human Rights
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the 71st General Convention commend to the National
Council of Churches, which has requested dialogue with its member commissions on human rights
as it prepares its own policy statement on this subject, the perspective contained in this resolution;
and be it further

Resolved, That this 71st General Convention reaffirm its support for human rights throughout the
world and states its conviction that civil rights and political freedom are the universal bedrock of any
meaningful scheme of human rights; and be it further

Resolved, That this 71st General Convention commend ecumenical and interfaith support for human
rights as a moral imperative for Christians, growing out of the biblical understandings that human
beings are created in the image and likeness of God, that they are endowed by God with an inalienable
dignity, and that they thereby possess a value that is prior to and not dependent upon the
acknowledgment of such rights by a political entity; and be it further

Resolved, That this Convention commend to the National Council of Churches, which has requested
dialogue with its member communions on human rights as it prepares its own policy statement on
that subject, the perspective contained in this resolution and its accompanying explanation; and be it
further

Resolved, That this 71st General Convention encourage the President and the Secretary of State to
take the initiative internationally in promoting the cause of human rights and in restoring the primary
focus of human rights effort[s] to the civil rights and political freedoms that are the building blocks
of decent and humane societies; and be it further

Resolved, That this 71st General Convention commend continuing dialogue, both within the churches
and between other faith communities and their governments, on issues of human rights, especially
those issues relevant to their own jurisdictions.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of... The Episcopal Church, Indianapolis,
1994 (New York: General Convention, 1995), pp. 183-84.
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Resolution Number: 1994-D062

Title: On the Topic of Biodiversity and Natural Habitats
Legislative Action Taken: Rejected

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That this 71st General Convention of the Episcopal Church:

Reaffirm the inherent goodness and value of all creatures by virtue of their creation by God, independent
of their aesthetic or utilitarian value to humanity or the human enterprise; and

Reaffirm the right of all wild creatures to natural habitat in sufficient quantity and quality that will insure
their species' continuation and natural development, to protect and sustain both the integrity of each
species and the biodiversity of the planet, with which it has been imbued by God; and

Call upon the members of the Episcopal Church to adopt lifestyles that are consistent with these principles
and to urge their legislators to draft and work for the adoption of appropriate laws that will provide for the
protection of the rights of all wild creatures to natural habitat, not only those now deemed "endangered
species."
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Resolution Number: 1994-D124

Title: Commend and Encourage Church Efforts for Economic Justice
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Submitted

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That this 71st General Convention declare that the pursuit
of economic justice as set forth in the 69th General Convention Resolution C030a remain a priority
of the Episcopal Church; and be it further

Resolved, That this 71st General Convention commend the provinces, dioceses and congregations
which have responded to the mandate of the 69th General Convention by engaging in economic justice
initiatives in their respective communities; and be it further

Resolved, That this 71st General Convention encourage the provinces, dioceses and congregations of
this Church to continue, in their own local communities, the work begun in 1988 by the Economic
Justice Implementation Committee in empowering poor and disadvantaged persons through systemic
change, by among other things, education, advocacy, technical assistance and support and development
of economic justice initiatives at all levels.

Citation:  General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Indianapolis,
1994 (New York: General Convention, 1995), p. 314.
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Resolution Number: 1991-A195
Title: Affirm Environmental Responsibility and Establish an
Environmental Stewardship Team
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Substituted and Amended
Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the 70th General Convention of the Episcopal Church,
affirming our responsibility for the earth in trust for this and future generations:

1. Declares that Christian Stewardship of God's created environment, in harmony
with our respect for human dignity, requires response from the Church of the
highest urgency;

2. Calls on all citizens of the world, and Episcopalians in particular, to live their
lives as good stewards with responsible concern for the sustainability of the
environment and with appreciation for the global interdependence of human
life and the natural worlds; and

3. Urges all Episcopalians to reflect on their personal and corporate habits in
the use of God's creation; to share with one another ideas for new responses;
and to act as individuals, congregations, dioceses, and provinces of the
Episcopal Church in ways that protect and heal all interdependent parts of
creation. Such action should include prayerful theological discernment and
factual knowledge. It should also consider global and local links and the balance
of environmental integrity with economic sufficiency for human living;

and be it further

Resolved, That the Episcopal Church, acknowledging the sovereignty of God and God's call to us in
the servanthood of Christ, continue to engage environmental issues, passionately caring for the earth
and striving to live into the promises and mandates which are ours as stewards of creation; and be it
further

Resolved, That this Convention calls upon the Presiding Bishop and the President of the House of
Deputies to appoint an interdisciplinary, multicultural Environmental Stewardship Team, 14 members,
representing each Province and a broad spectrum of Church membership, whose gifts and expertise
are suitable to the task. The mission of the Environmental Stewardship Team is to educate, motivate
and facilitate congregations, dioceses and provinces toward local and regional plans, advocacy and
action. The Team will work with other environmental groups of common interest; and be it further
Resolved, That the 70th General Convention includes in the Program Budget an appropriation of
$100,000 per year during the 1992-1994 triennium to carry out the work of the Team; and be it further
Resolved, That the Environmental Stewardship Team report regularly to Executive Council during
the triennium and to the 71st General Convention; and be it further

Resolved, That the 70th General Convention requests the Presiding Bishop to communicate immediately
and directly to all Episcopalians, the scope and urgency of this resolution.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Phoenix,
1991 (New York: General Convention, 1992), p. 317.
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TorIC/TITLE: The Earth Charter

PROPOSER: Diocese of Newark

C&C PAGE:
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Resolved, the House of concurring, That the 76th General Convention of The

Episcopal Church endorse the Earth Charter and recommend action steps for dioceses,
parishes and individuals to implement its principles, locally, nationally and
internationally.

EXPLANATION:

The Earth Charter is a declaration of fundamental ethical principles for building a just, sustainable and
peaceful global society in the 21st century (see www.earthcharter.org). It results from the most inclusive
and participatory worldwide process ever associated with the drafting of an international declaration.
Literally thousands people and hundreds of organizations, including many religious leaders, participated in
the decade long process. The Earth Charter seeks to inspire in all people a new sense of global
interdependence and shared responsibility for the well being of the whole human family, the greater
community of life and future generations. It is a blueprint for local and global ministry; it is a vision of
hope and a call to action.Now is a critical moment in the history of God's creation, a time when we must
choose our future and that of the magnificent diversity of cultures and life forms on our planet, Earth. Our
common destiny calls us to seek a new beginning, a fundamental change of heart and mind, a clear
recognition of global interdependence and universal responsibility. We must take actions - large and small -
that demonstrate a new reverence for life, a firm resolve to achieve sustainability and a quickening of the
struggle for justice and peace.A copy of The Earth Charter is available in the General Convention
Secretariat and will posted on the website until the close of the 76th General Convention.
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