
THE ARCHIVES 
of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2006 

Resolution Number: 1994-D062 

Title: On the Topic of Biodiversity and Natural Habitats 

Legislative Action Taken: Rejected 

Final Text: 

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That this 7lst General Convention of the Episcopal Church : 

Reaffirm the inherent goodness and value of all creatures by virtue of their creation by God, independent 
of their aesthetic or utilitarian value to humanity or the human enterprise; and 

Reaffirm the right of all wild creatures to natural habitat in sufficient quantity and quality that will insure 
their species' continuation and natural development, to protect and sustain both the integrity of each 
species and the biodiversity of the planet, with which it has been imbued by God; and 

Call upon the members of the Episcopal Church to adopt lifestyles that are consistent with these principles 
and to urge their legislators to draft and work for the adoption of appropriate laws that will provide for the 
protection of the rights of all wild creatures to natural habitat , not only those now deemed "endangered 
species." 
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THE ARCHIVES 
ofthe Episcopal Church	 THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2006 

Resolution Number: 1994-D124 

Title: Commend and Encourage Church Efforts for Economic Justice 

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Submitted 

Final Text: 

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That this 71st General Convention declare that the pursuit 
of economic justice as set forth in the 69th General Convention Resolution C030a remain a priority 
of the Episcopal Church; and be it further 
Resolved, That this 71st General Convention commend the provinces, dioceses and congregations 
which have responded to the mandate of the 69th General Convention by engaging in economic justice 
initiatives in their respective communities; and be it further 
Resolved, That this 71st General Convention encourage the provinces, dioceses and congregations of 
this Church to continue, in their own local communities, the work begun in 1988 by the Economic 
Justice Implementation Committee in empowering poor and disadvantaged persons through systemic 
change, by among other things, education, advocacy, technical assistance and support and development 
of economic justice initiatives at aU levels. 

Citation:	 General Convention, Journal ofthe General Convention oj..The Episcopal Church, Indianapolis, 
J994 (New York: General Convention, 1995), p. 314. 
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09 - National and International Concerns C064 

TOPIC/TITLE: Endorsement of the Earth Charter
 

PROPOSER: Diocese of New York
 

C&CPAGE:
 

BBPAGE:
 

1 Resolved, the House of concurring, That the 76th General Convention endorse 
2 the Earth Charter and recommend action steps for dioceses, parishes and individuals to 
3 implement its principles, locally, nationally and internationally. 
4
 
5
 
6
7
 
8 

EXPLANATION: 
The Earth Charter is a declaration of fundamental ethical principles for building a just, sustainable and 
peaceful global society in the 21st century (www.earthcharter.org). It developed from the grass roots, not 
the U.N. or NGOs and is the result of the most inclusive and participatory worldwide process ever 
associated with the drafting of an international declaration. The Earth Charter seeks to inspire in all people 
a new sense of global interdependence and shared responsibility for the well-being of the whole human 
family, the greater community of life and future generations. It is a blueprint for local and global ministry, a 
vision of hope and a call to action. Our Diocesan Council and Social Concerns Commission have joined 
hundreds of religious organizations and leaders in endorsing the Charter. Now is a critical moment in the 
history of God's creation, a time when we must choose our future. Our common destiny calls us to seek a 
new beginning, a fundamental change of heart and mind, a clear recognition of global interdependence and 
universal responsibility. We must act now to achieve sustainability, justice and peace.A copy of The Earth 
Charter is available in the General Convention Secretariat and will be posted on our website until the close 
of the 76th General Convention. 
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