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Resolution Number: 2006-AOII 

Title: On the Topic of Peace Between Israel and Palestine 

Legislative Action Taken: Rejected 

Text of Resolution: 

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That the 75th General Convention reaffirm The Episcopal 
Church's commitment to: 

I. the rightful existence of the State of Israel as a nation among nations; 

2. the rightful existence of a State of Palestine as a nation among nations; 

3. the recognition of Jerusalem as the shared capital of the two states; 

4. the end of all violence and its crippling impact on Israeli and Palestinian societies; 

5. the withdrawal by Israel from	 all occup ied Palestinian territories as established in 1967 ~ 

settlemellts ill the West Balik; 

6. the return of all parties to the negotiating table rather than unilateral action by any party; 

7. the eradication of the sin of anti-Semitism and all other f orms ofracism. 
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THE ARCHIVES 
ofthe Episcopal Church	 TH E A CTS OF C O NVENTION 1976-2006 

Resolution Number: 2003-A028 

Title: Encourage Support for Women and Children in War-Tom Areas 

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted and Amended 

Final Text : 

Resolved, That the 74th General Convention encourage dioceses to assist all Episcopalians to learn 
about the plight of and provide support for women and children of all faiths in war torn areas, recent 
examples including Israel/Palestine, Afghanistan, Iraq, Colombia, Sudan, and Liberia. 

Citation:	 General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of.. The Episcopal Church, Minneapolis, 
2003 (New York: General Convention, 2004), p. 327. 
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09 - National and International Concerns: HD D030 

TOPIC/TITLE: End the Blockade of the Gaza Strip
 

PROPOSER: Mr. Newland F. Smith III
 

C&CPAGE:
 

BB PAGE:
 

1 Resolved, the House of concurring, That the 76th General Convention of the 
2 Episcopal Church calls upon the President of the United States and Congress to press the 
3 State of Israel to end the blockade of the Gaza Strip thereby permitting free and 
4 uninhibited access for all humanitarian assistance; a return to normalized trade, and the 
5 lifting of the ban on building and educational materials. 
6 
7 
8 
9 

EXPLANATION: 
Israel's blockade of the Gaza Strip with a population of 1.5 million, halfofwhom are children, is now in its 
second year. Rashid Khalidi captures well the plight of these Gazans in these words, "Fuel, electricity, 
imports, exports and the movement of people in and out of the Strip have been slowly choked off, leading 
to life-threatening problems of sanitation, health, water supply and transportation." (The Voice: Newsletter 
of Friends of Sabeel - North America, March, 2009). In its October 31, 2007 letter to President Bush, the 
Chicago Faith Coalition on Middle East Policy urged that the President "demand that Israel's government 
fulfill its obligation as an occupying power under international humanitarian and human rights law to 
ensure the welfare of the Palestinian population in the Gaza Strip, notably its obligation to ensure the 
supply of essential necessities such as electrical power and to allow the movement of people and goods." 
Almost two years later, Israel still has yet to end this crippling blockade. The Free Gaza Movement in its 
Open Letter to President Obama, dated June 3, 2009, on the eve of his trip to Egypt to give his major 
speech to the Muslim world, wrote, "A man-made disaster continues to devastate the people of Gaza; due 
to Israel's ongoing hermetic closure of the Gaza Strip over 80% of the population there require food 
assistance just in order to survive. We hope your speech tornorrow in Egypt is successful but, at a 
minimum, you must use your privilege to demand and secure open access to Gaza for all international 
humanitarian, reconstruction, and developmental supplies." Finally Sara Roy, child of holocaust survivors 
and a leading authority on the Gazan economy, from her piece, "The Peril of Forgetting Gaza," that 
appeared in the Harvard Crimson, June 2,2009, "Gaza is an example of a society that has been deliberately 
reduced to a state of abject destitution, its once productive population transformed into one of aid­
dependent paupers ... Recently I spoke with some friends in Gaza and the conversations were profoundly 
disturbing ... The feeling of abandonment among people appears complete, understood perhaps in their 
growing inability to identify with any sense of possibility. The most striking was this comment: 'It is no 
longer the occupation or even the war that consumes us but the realization of our own irrelevance.' ... What 
looms is no less than the loss of entire generation of Palestinians. And if this happens - perhaps it already 
has - we shall all bear the cost." '
 
BALLOT RESULTS:
 

Endorser(s):The Rev. John E. Kitagawa, The Rev. Robert L. Sessum 
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