
THE ARCHIVES 
ofthe Episcopal Church	 TH E ACTS O F CONV ENT ION 1976-2006 

Resolution Number: 1991-D179 

Title: Celebrate the Survival of Native Americans on the Columbus 
Quincentennial 

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Submitted 

Final Text: 

Resolved, the House ofDeputies concurring, That the 70th General Convention of the Episcopal Church: 
a) ardently affirm the Executive Council resolution of February 1989 which calls upon the Church 
to observe the SOOth Anniversary of the voyage of Christopher Columbus in a manner which respects 
the dignity of Native Americans; 
b) respectfully commend the Episcopal Council of Indian Ministries for its design for observance of 
the quincentenary as a celebration of their survival as a culturally distinct people despite 500 years 
of oppression and displacement; 
c) designate ECUSA's official celebration of the SOOth Anniversary to be the ECIM Eucharistic 
Celebration at 11:00 a.m. on October 12, 1992, at the Cathedral of St. Peter and St. Paul- the National 
Cathedral - in Washington, D.C.; and be it further 
Resolved, That the Secretary of General Convention be instructed to communicate the plans for this 
official celebration through ECUSA media services to all dioceses of the Church. 

Citation:	 General Convention , Journal ofthe General Convention of.. The Episcopal Church, Phoenix, 
1991 (New York: General Convention, 1992), p. 838. 
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THE ARCHIVES 
of theEpiscopal Church	 T H E A CTS O F CONVENTION 1976-2006 

Resolution Number: 1985-8007 

Title: Reques t Church-wi de Advocacy of Indian Rights 

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended 

Final Text: 

Resolved, the House ofBishops concurring, That the National Committee on Indian Work be instructed 
by the 68th Gener al Convention of the Episcopal Church to request all agencies of the Church to 
advocate and support the honoring of all Indian treaty rights and the right to internal autonomy and 
self-determination of Indian Nations and Tribes. 

Citation:	 Genera l Convention, Journal ofthe General Convention of..The Episcopal Church, Anah eim, 
1985 (New York: General Convention, 1986), p. 147. 
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09 - National and International Concerns: HD D035 

TOPIC/TITLE: Repudiate the Doctrine of Discovery
 

PROPOSER: Dr. John Chaffee
 

C&CPAGE:
 

BBPAGE:
 

1 Resolved, the House of concurring, That the 76th General Convention declare 
2 the Christian Doctrine of Discover - the dogma that Christian sovereigns and their 
3 representative explorers could assert dominion and title over non-Christian lands with 
4 the full blessing and sanction of the Church - as evil and opposed to our understanding of 
5 the inherent rights all humans and peoples enjoy derived from God, and that this 
6 declaration be shared with all nation states located within the Episcopal Church's 
7 boundaries along with the United Nations; and be it further 
8 Resolved, That this body direct the appropriate representatives of the House of Bishops 
9 and House of Deputies to write to Queen Elizabeth II, the Supreme Governor of the 

10 Church of England, requesting that her Majesty disavow, and repudiate publicly, the 
11 claimed validity of the Christian Doctrine of Discovery; this doctrine is found in the 
12 Royal Charter (Letters Patent) that Queen Elizabeth Irs predecessor, King Henry VII, 
13 issued to John Cabot and his sons in 1496 and subsequently reaffirmed by the charters of 
14 Henry Gilbert in 1583 and Walter Raleigh in 1584 and the Virginia Company charters of 
15 1606 and 1609. These led to the colonizing dispossession of indigenous peoples from 
16 their lands in North America and to the dehumanization and subjugation of non-Christian 
17 peoples (which the monarchy termed "heathens" and "infidels"); and be it further 
18 Resolved, That each diocese within the Episcopal Church be encouraged to reflect upon 
19 its, the Episcopal Church's, and the Anglican Communion's injustices committed against 
20 Indigenous People and encourage all Episcopalians within the Episcopal Church to seek a 
21 greater understanding of the Indigenous Peoples within geo-political boundaries claimed 
22 by the United States and other nation states located within the Episcopal Church's 
23 boundaries, and to support those peoples in their ongoing efforts for their inherent 
24 sovereignty and fundamental human rights as peoples to be respected. 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 

EXPLANATION: 
European Christian religious leaders, such as Pope Nicholas V, Martin V, Pope Alexander VI, and Pope 

Endorser(s):The Rev. Jennifer L. Baskerville-Burrows, The Very Rev. G. Thomas Luck 

Sponsor(s):Dr. Charles N. Stewart 
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Leo X, used the concept of discovery in a manner that was dehumanizing to indigenous peoples. These and 
other religious leaders used the discovery doctrine as a way ofjustifying European monarchs sending royal 
representatives and explorers forth in a conquering manner in order to take over Indigenous lands and 
possessions, and to enslave, kill, or subject the Indigenous peoples they encountered. Following that 
tradition, King Henry VII granted a charter to John Cabot and his sons on March 5, 1496. It authorized the 
Cabots, by whatever means were necessary, to take possession and assume a conquering dominion over the 
lands of the Indigenous Peoples of North America. The charter specifically authorized John Cabot and his 
sons "to find, discover and investigate whatsoever islands, countries, regions or provinces of heathens and 
infidels, in whatsoever part of the world placed, which before this time were unknown to all Christians." 
The Charter also reads in part, "John and his sons or their heirs and deputies may conquer, occupy and 
possess whatsoever such towns, castles, cities and islands by them thus discovered that they may be able to 
conquer, occupy and possess, as our vassals and governors lieutenants and deputies therein, acquiring for 
us the dominion, title and jurisdiction of the same towns, castles, cities, islands and mainlands so 
discovered." In the past, Indigenous Peoples' representatives have called upon Queen Elizabeth II to 
repudiate the Cabot Charter and other similar Royal Charters. The English subsequently put into effect 
their conquest of North America with two charters granted by Queen Elizabeth I, the head of the English 
Church, in which the Christian Doctrine of Discovery was a driving justification. The first was in 1583 to 
Henry Gilbert, and the second in 1584 to Walter Raleigh. The letters patent to Walter Raleigh gave him 
and his heirs the power to discover "such remote heathen and barbarous landes Contries and territories not 
actually possessed of any Christian Prynce and inhabited by Christian People" and to exploit the resources 
and people of those lands to the full extent of their power, including "all the soyle of all such landes 
Countryes and territories so to be discovered or possessed as aforesaid and of all the Cittyes Castles townes 
villages and places in the same" and the full power to dispose of all this as they wish.This resolution would 
put the Episcopal Church on record condemning the Christian Doctrine of Discovery and supporting 
Indigenous Peoples in their call for the repudiation of the 1496 Royal Charter issued to John Cabot and his 
sons and other similar Royal Charters which sanctioned European invasion of the Western Hemisphere. 
The resolution also calls upon each diocese to reflect upon its relationship with the Indigenous Peoples 
within its area to understand the history of its relationship with them, to build a relationship with all such 
Peoples, and to support them in their political and legal struggles for their inherent sovereignty and 
fundamental human rights as peoples to be respected. 
BALLOT RESULTS: 

Endorser(s):The Rev. Jennifer L. Baskerville-Burrows, The Very Rev. G. Thomas Luck 

Sponsor(s):Dr. Charles N. Stewart 
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