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Resolution Number: 2006-A098
Title: Promote Vitality of Mission and Ministry in Small Congregations
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended
Final Text:

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention direct the Office of Congregational Development to
compile available resources which promote vitality of mission and ministry in small congregations
and communicate, disseminate, and provide access to the larger Church in a variety of possible formats;
and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention direct the Offices of Congregational Development and
Communication to develop and implement innovative ways of collecting and telling stories of vitality
in mission and ministry occurring in small congregations in such ways that those stories offer
opportunity, encouragement, challenge, and hope to other congregations; and be it further

Resolved, That in celebrating the vitality of small congregations within the Church, the 75th General
Convention acknowledge with thanksgiving the life and ministry of the Rt. Rev. William Davidson
who helped lay the cornerstone and shape the building of support for small congregation and rural
ministry within The Episcopal Church and that we dedicate ourselves to the continuation of that work.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Columbus,
2006 (New York: General Convention, 2007), p. 437.
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Resolution Number: 2006-D057

Title: Develop Priorities for the Standing Commission on Small
Congregations

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the Standing Commission for Small Congregations work with Church Center staff to
develop and offer opportunities for leadership training in Small Church Ministry; and be it further
Resolved, That the Standing Commission for Small Congregations work with Church Center staff to
facilitate sharing and cooperation among the various networks and organizations committed to
collaboration, training, and education that enrich and equip small congregations for mission; and be
it further

Resolved, That the Standing Commission for Small Congregations continue conversation with the
Church Pension Fund regarding compensation and benefit issues for clergy and lay participants in
the Church Pension Fund serving small congregations; and be it further

Resolved, That the Standing Commission for Small Congregations plan with the General Convention
Office opportunities to celebrate the life and ministry of small congregations at the 76th General
Convention.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Columbus,
2006 (New York: General Convention, 2007), p. 326.
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Resolution Number: 2003-A133

Title: Adopt "Expanding Mission and Vitality in Small Congregations"
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 74th General Convention adopt ""Expanding Mission and Vitality in Small
Congregations: A Framework Affirming and Strengthening the Ministry of Small Churches" offered
by the Standing Commission for Small Congregations; and be it further

Resolved, That the Office of Congregational Development and the Missioner for Rural and Small
Communities be directed to print, distribute and promote this document throughout The Episcopal
Church.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Minneapolis,
2003 (New York: General Convention, 2004), p. 435f.
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Resolution Number: 1991-D196
Title: Recognize the Needs of Mission and Ministry in Small
Communities
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended
Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, this 70th General Convention reaffirms the principle that
every congregation, regardless of size, is uniquely called and empowered to do mission and ministry
and recognizes that leaders of small congregations need to be identified, trained, and equipped to
assist their congregations and dioceses in this ministry; and be it further

Resolved, that the Standing Commission on the Church in Small Communities, during the next
triennium, in cooperation with the Office for Rural and Small Town Ministries, identify activities and
programs for ministries in small and rural communities, paying particular heed that programs which
have been developed be given wide distribution and publicity to all dioceses; and be it further
Resolved, that a substantial and ever-increasing need exists for establishing a field office to serve small
and rural congregations in order that expanded services can be offered to those congregations
recognizing that their development will be greatly enhanced by funding of a field office by 1994.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Phoenix,
1991 (New York: General Convention, 1992), p. 395.
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Resolution Number: 1988-A154

Title: Establish and Fund a Field Office for Rural and Small Town
Ministry

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Substituted

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the Standing Commission on the Church in Small
Communities be encouraged to address the Mission Imperatives upheld by this General Convention,
particularly in the mission to "develop and promote educational systems and resources which support
the ministry of the people of God'' through the consideration of an appropriately located Field Office,
extending these resources to underserved rural regions; and be it further

Resolved, That funding from alternate sources other than the Program Development Budget be sought
to establish this Field Office during this triennium; and be it

further

Resolved, That this Office be established as an intentionally related extension of the Church Center
Office for Rural and Small Town Ministries; and be it further

Resolved, That the estimated amount for this ministry will be $133,000.00.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Detroit,
1988 (New York: General Convention, 1989), p. 298.
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Resolution Number: 1982-A109
Title: Urge the Dioceses to Develop a Ministry Suited to Small Churches
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Substituted
Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the 67th General Convention urge every Diocese to
consider a strategy of Ministry for work in small churches which promotes the Prayer Book
understanding of the total Ministry of Lay and Ordained persons, both stipendiary and non-stipendiary,
in order to enable a quality of life and service not necessarily dependent upon numbers or income.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, New Orleans,
1982 (New York: General Convention, 1983), p. C-104.
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Resolution Number: 1982-D097
Title: Request the Seminaries to Train for Small Church Ministries
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Submitted
Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That this 67th General Convention of the Episcopal Church
commends the seminaries of this Church for their development of training for specialized ministries;
and be it further

Resolved, That this 67th General Convention of the Episcopal Church requests each of the Church's
seminaries to develop training for small church ministries.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, New Orleans,
1982 (New York: General Convention, 1983), p. C-97.
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ToPIC/TITLE: Small Churches: Strengthening Small Congregations
PROPOSER: Standing Commission for Small Congregations

C&C PAGE:

BB PAGE: 609

Resolved, the House of concurring, That the Standing Commission for Small

Congregations raise awareness of and publish information about innovative ministry models for
small congregations currently evolving and being developed in small congregations and dioceses;
and be if further

Resolved, That the Standing Commission for Small Congregations collaborate with other CCABs,
networks and organizations throughout the Church (such as Living Stones, Domestic Missionary
Partnership, Ministry Developer's Collaborative, Native American and other ethnic specific
ministries, Episcopal Appalachian Ministries, Rural Ministry Network, Center for Baptismal
Living, Church Deployment Office) around issues and concerns related to the strengthening of
small congregations; and be it further

Resolved, That the Standing Commission for Smal! Congregations continue strategic discussions
with the Church Pension Fund regarding compensation and benefit issues for participating
ordained and non-ordained persons serving small congregations; and be it further

Resolved, That the Standing Commission for Small Congregations be an active participant in
current and future conversations throughout the Church related to Seminary education and other
vehicles of life-long Christian Formation for ordained and non-ordained leaders serving small
congregations; and be it further

Resolved, That the Standing Commission for Small Congregations plan with the General

Convention Office opportunities to celebrate the life and ministry of small congregations at the
77th General Convention.
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