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Resolution Number: 2006-B023

Title: Respond to Reported Decline of the Church

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention of The Episcopal Church acknowledge the report of the
Joint Commission on Domestic Mission and Evangelism which states that The Episcopal Church “may
be in systemic decline” (Blue Book, Page 103); and be it further

Resolved, That The Episcopal Church respond to this reported decline by initiating through the Office
of Mission and the Standing Commission on Domestic Mission and Evangelism a national consultation
on methods and strategies identify best practices to reverse the decline in mainline denominations;
and be it further

Resolved, That the Standing Commission on Domestic Mission and Evangelism, during the next
triennium, study the decline in mainline denominations and make recommendations to the 76th
General Convention on strategies to reverse this decline.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Columbus,
2006 (New York: General Convention, 2007), p. 227.
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Resolution Number: 2006-D031

Title: Endorse Triennial Budget Mission Priorities Statement
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention endorse the following statement of mission priorities in
rank order for the for the 2007—09 triennium and direct the Joint Standing Committee on Program,
Budget & Finance to use these priorities in forming the Budget for The Episcopal Church.

We offer these mission priorities as an expression of our commitment to Jesus Christ.

We are committed to the importance of our ministry of reconciliation and communion at every level
of our communion.

We embrace diversity and seek to promote inclusion and power sharing which underlie and inform
all priorities, decisions, and all that we do. In faithfulness to these commitments, we continue to honor
our covenants and partnerships with domestic and overseas dioceses. We recognize that the work of
mission depends in large part on increasing the leadership capacity of clergy and lay leaders of the
church. We affirm the spirit of the budget adopted by the 74th General Convention and identify for
the mission of the Church during 2007-2009 the following priorities, listed in rank order of importance:

1.  JUSTICE AND PEACE: Promoting justice and peace for all of God’s creation
and continuing and accelerating the leadership role and programs of The
Episcopal Church, which support the eight (8) Millennium Development
Goals* in the dioceses of The Episcopal Church and in the world.

2. YOUNGADULTS, YOUTHAND CHILDREN: Reaching out to young adults,
youth and children through intentional inclusion and full incorporation in the
thinking, work, worship and structure of the Church.

3. RECONCILIATION AND EVANGELISM: Reconciling and engaging those
who do not know Christ by participating in God’s mission of reconciling all
things to Christ and proclaiming the Gospel to those who are not yet members
of the church.

4.  CONGREGATIONAL TRANSFORMATION: Revitalizing and transforming
congregations through commitment to leadership development, spiritual
growth, lifelong learning, dynamic and inclusive worship, greater diversity,
and mission.

5. PARTNERSHIPS: Reaffirming the importance of our partnerships with
provinces of the Anglican Communion and beyond and our relationships with
ecumenical and interfaith partners.

*The Millennium Development Goals

Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

Achieve universal primary education

Promote gender equality and empower women
Reduce child Mortality

Improve maternal health

Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases
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Ensure environmental sustainability
Develop a global partnership for development

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Columbus,
2006 (New York: General Convention, 2007), pp. 162-163.
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Resolution Number: 1991-A045

Title: Explore Dialogues with Member Churches of the Consultation on
Church Union

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Submitted

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That this 70th General Convention of the Episcopal Church
recognize The COCU Consensus: In Quest of a Church of Christ Uniting to be a significant and valuable
contribution for deepening our relationships and pursuing further theological dialogue with the other
member churches of the Consultation in our continuing ecumenical journey toward a communion of
communions; and be it further

Resolved, That the Standing Commission on Ecumenical Relations be directed to initiate and facilitate
a study of Churches in Covenant Communion as one way whereby the member churches of the
Consultation may advance the vision of visible unity in a communion of communions; and be it further
Resolved, That the possibilities of bilateral dialogues with member churches of COCU be explored as
a way to grow in our knowledge and understanding of each other, and that diocesan ecumenical
commissions and officers be asked to explore ways of sharing worship, study, witness, and evangelism
with other member churches of the Consultation on Church Union.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Phoenix,
1991 (New York: General Convention, 1992), p. 402.
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Resolution Number: 1991-A060

Title: Reaffirm Commitment to Evangelism and Recognize Religious
Pluralism

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the 70th General Convention of the Episcopal Church,
during this Decade of Evangelism, reaffirm its commitment to the fullness and uniqueness of God's
self-revelation to humankind in Jesus Christ, while recognizing that to proclaim the Gospel in a
pluralist society requires us to be aware of the significance of God's self-revelation outside the Church;
and be it further

Resolved, That even as we seek new opportunities to share our Christian faith with those who do not
know Christ, we recognize that God's activity in the world is not confined to the Church and we affirm
our willingness to listen carefully to and to learn humbly from those whose perception of God's mystery
differs from our own.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of... The Episcopal Church, Phoenix,
1991 (New York: General Convention, 1992), p. 397.
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Resolution Number: 1991-A074

Title: Commend Ecumenical Collaboration in Evangelism
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Submitted

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That in this Decade of Evangelism ecumenical collaboration
such as the following be commended:

1. participation in the Program Ministry on Evangelization of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ (NCCC);

2.  joint training in the catechumenal process with the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA);

3. coordination with ecumenical partners in developing cooperative ministries;

and be it further .
Resolved, That similar associations on the national, diocesan, and local levels be encouraged so that
our unity may witness to the glory of God in Christ.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Phoenix,
1991 (New York: General Convention, 1992), p. 686.
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ToPIC/TITLE: Mission Strategy: Affirming Mainline Evangelism Together
PROPOSER: Standing Commission on Domestic Mission and Evangelism
C&C PAGE:

BB PAGE: 125

Resolved, the House of concurring, That the 76th General Convention direct the

Standing Commission on Domestic Mission and Evangelism to convene a convocation on
mainline mission and evangelism in the U.S.; and be it further

Resolved, That this convocation consist of three conversations, comprising no more than a total of
twenty members of corresponding Commissions, Committees or Boards from other
denominations (including but not limited to our covenant partners the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America and the United Methodist Church, as well as the Presbyterian Church (USA)
and the United Church of Christ); and be it further

Resolved, That the Standing Commission on Domestic Mission and Evangelism report on the
outcome of these conversations to the 77th General Convention; and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention request the Joint Standing Committee on Program,
Budget and Finance to consider a budget allocation of $20,000 for the implementation of this
Resolution.

EXPLANATION:

The Executive Council has listed "Claiming our identity"” as one of The Episcopal Church's budget
priorities for the next triennium, including articulating what it means to be Christian and Christ-centered.
Many bishops learned through the Lambeth Indaba process that conversation is action, not merely a
preliminary to action. Episcopalians cannot articulate what it means to be Christian and Christ-centered
alone. Our mainline brothers and sisters are a resource for this work of discernment, not competitors. The
proposed convocation's purpose is to respond to persistent numeric decline in our denominations by
trusting in God's unfolding work in our midst and remaining grounded in faith and hope. The proposed
series of collaborative, structured conversations will generate new images of being God's missional church
and lift up missional opportunities for faithful service that will attract people. Costs are to be shared among
participants.

Review Status:Not Yet Reviewed by PB&F
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