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Resolution Number: 1997-A068

Title: Request a Domestic Missionary Strategy for Diverse Ethnic Groups
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted

Final Text:

Resolved, That this 72nd General Convention give thanks for the creative and effective ministries in
our Church which reach out across racial and cultural lines; and be it further

Resolved, That each diocese and province be requested to create and implement a domestic missionary
strategy to reach out and embrace peoples diverse in ethnicity and not included in large numbers in
the Episcopal Church; and be it further

Resolved, That the Evangelism Office at the Church Center be requested to support the diocesan and
provincial planning efforts.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Philadelphia,
1997 (New York: General Convention, 1998), p. 618.
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Resolution Number: 1994-D112
Title: Appropriate Funds to Evangelism Activities for Young People
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended
Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the 71st General Convention reaffirm its commitment
to the Decade of Evangelism by enabling the work of the Standing Commission on Evangelism to
expand its activities in the next triennium; and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention appropriate an additional $50,000 for the Standing Commission
on Evangelism and the Ministries with Young People Cluster to identify, gather and develop appropriate
training materials to further the work of evangelism among high school and college age students,
subject to funding in the budget.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Indianapolis,
1994 (New York: General Convention, 1995), pp. 349-50.
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Resolution Number: 1991-A065

Title: Affirm the Ministry of Evangelism Among Ethnic Groups
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the 70th General Convention strongly affirm the
continuing development of evangelism ministries among Asiamerican, Black, Hispanic and Native
American peoples and other ethnic groups.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Phoenix,
1991 (New York: General Convention, 1992), p. 397.
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Resolution Number: 1991-A067

Title: Identify and Evangelize Ethnic Groups and Immigrants
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the 70th General Convention of the Episcopal Church
challenge every diocese to identify and evangelize unchurched ethnic groups or immigrant populations
that have no Anglican presence; and be it further

Resolved, That every diocese, in cooperation with the Office of World Mission, where appropriate,
seek means of proclaiming the Gospel among cultural groups in other parts of the world.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Phoenix,
1991 (New York: General Convention, 1992), p. 397.
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Resolution Number: 1985-A103

Title: Reaffirm the Church's Central Mission of Ministry With the Poor
and Oppressed

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Submitted

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the 68th General Convention reaffirm the conviction

that a ministry of joint discipleship in Christ with poor and oppressed people is at the heart of the
mission of the church.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Anaheim,
1985 (New York: General Convention, 1986), p. 158.
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Resolution Number: 1985-A141
Title: Study the Needs of Minority Groups for Greater Involvement
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Submitted
Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the Committee on the State of the Church, in
consultation with the Executive Council Committee on National Mission in Church and Society and
the staff of the Minority Desks, continue to study the needs and desires of minority groups within the
Church for the purpose of developing programs, materials, and opportunities to achieve their greater
involvement in the service, worship, evangelism, pastoral care, and stewardship within the Church.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Anaheim,
1985 (New York: General Convention, 1986), p. 134.
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Resolution Number: 1985-A142

Title: Develop a Forceful Strategy for Evangelism to Reach Young Adults
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That this 68th General Convention request that a forceful
strategy for evangelism targeted to reach young adults, ages 18-35, be developed by the Joint
Commission on Evangelism and Renewal in cooperation with the Education for Mission and Ministry
division of the Executive Council.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Anaheim,
1985 (New York: General Convention, 1986), p. 188.
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Resolution Number: 1985-A143

Title: Develop a Strategy for Evangelism to Under-represented Groups
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Submitted

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That this 68th General Convention direct the Joint
Commission on Evangelism and Renewal to develop a strategy of evangelism that broadens the
evangelistic outreach of the Church to bring into its fellowship groups which, by the evidence of the
1982 "Profile of Episcopalians,” are under-represented in the life of the Church, specifically with
respect to age, race, education, and income.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Anaheim,
1985 (New York: General Convention, 1986), p. 187.
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ToPIC/TITLE: Evangelism: Evangelism Toolkit for the 21st Century

PROPOSER: Standing Commission on Domestic Mission and Evangelism
C&C PAGE:

BB PAGE: 126

Resolved, the House of concurring, That the 76th General Convention direct the

Center for Evangelism and Congregational Life to create a comprehensive toolkit to support and
inspire congregations and dioceses to engage in culturally-appropriate evangelism and mission
with groups under-represented by the church including, but not limited to, people of color,
immigrants and refugees, youth and young adults, gay and lesbian people, people living in
poverty, people with disabilities and those who do not attend church; and be it further

Resolved, That the toolkit might include video/DVD, an online resource center and a
downloadable resource pack (in Spanish and English, with subtitles in other languages). The
content could include the following: videos of church leaders' compelling stories about
evangelism and mission in emerging, multicultural contexts; tools and resources for change-
planning, identifying a community's demographic make-up, and training to prepare congregations
to engage in cross-cultural evangelism and mission. Such training might include, but not be
limited to, anti-racism, welcoming poor people, gay and lesbian people, youth and young adults,
immigrants and refugees, people with disabilities and those new to/returning to church; and be it
further

Resolved, That the toolkit be presented to the House of Bishops and the Executive Council in
their first meetings in 2011.

EXPLANATION:

As The Episcopal Church seeks to engage God's mission in our communities today, congregations and
dioceses must pursue evangelism and mission that honors their unique communities, particularly
considering diversities of race, class, ethnicity, sexuality, generation, education, physical ability, citizenship
and church membership, or lack thereof.Some evangelism and mission resources have been developed for
some under-represented groups, and it is time to draw them together. This toolkit would gather and present
a comprehensive set of resources to support congregations and dioceses as they identify and engage under-
represented/under-served groups in their community.It is expected that the Center for Evangelism and
Congregation Life will spearhead this effort in cooperation with other offices, including but not limited to
Ministries with Young Adults, Campus Ministries, Social and Economic Justice.
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