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Resolution Number: 2003-C051

Title: Consider Blessing Committed, Same-Gender Relationships
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted and Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 74th General Convention affirm the following:

1.

That our life together as a community of faith is grounded in the saving work of Jesus
Christ and expressed in the principles of the Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral: Holy
Scripture, the historic Creeds of the Church, the two dominical Sacraments, and the
Historic Episcopate.

That we reaffirm Resolution A069 of the 65th General Convention (1976) that ""homosexual
persons are children of God who have a full and equal claim with all other persons upon the
love, acceptance, and pastoral concern and care of the Church."

That, in our understanding of homosexual persons, differences exist among us about how
best to care pastorally for those who intend to live in monogamous, non-celibate unions; and
what is, or should be, required, permitted, or prohibited by the doctrine, discipline, and
worship of The Episcopal Church concerning the blessing of the same.

That we reaffirm Resolution D039 of the 73rd General Convention (2000), that '"We expect
such relationships will be characterized by fidelity, monogamy, mutual affection and
respect, careful, honest communication, and the holy love which enables those in such
relationships to see in each other the image of God," and that such relationships exist
throughout the church.

That we recognize that local faith communities are operating within the bounds of our
common life as they explore and experience liturgies celebrating and blessing same-sex
unions.

That we commit ourselves, and call our church, in the spirit of Resolution A104 of the 70th
General Convention (1991), to continued prayer, study, and discernment on the pastoral
care for gay and lesbian persons, to include the compilation and development by a special
commission organized and appointed by the Presiding Bishop, of resources to facilitate as
wide a conversation of discernment as possible throughout the church.

That our baptism into Jesus Christ is inseparable from our communion with one another,
and we commit ourselves to that communion despite our diversity of opinion and, among
dioceses, a diversity of pastoral practice with the gay men and lesbians among us.

That it is a matter of faith that our Lord longs for our unity as his disciples, and for us this
entails living within the boundaries of the Constitution and Canons of The Episcopal
Church. We believe this discipline expresses faithfulness to our polity and that it will
facilitate the conversation we seek, not only in The Episcopal Church, but also in the wider
Anglican Communion and beyond.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,

Minneapolis,2003 (New York: General Convention, 2004), p. 615f.
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Resolution Number: 2000-D039
Title: Acknowledge Relationships Other Than Marriage and Existence
of Disagreement on the Church's Teaching
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted and Amended
Final Text:

Resolved, That the members of the 73rd General Convention intend for this Church to provide a safe
and just structure in which all can utilize their gifts and creative energies for mission; and be it further
Resolved, That we acknowledge that while the issues of human sexuality are not yet resolved, there
are currently couples in the Body of Christ and in this Church who are living in marriage and couples
in the Body of Christ and in this Church who are living in other life-long committed relationships;
and be it further

Resolved, That we expect such relationships will be characterized by fidelity, monogamy, mutual
affection and respect, careful, honest communication, and the holy love which enables those in such
relationships to see in each other the image of God; and be it further

Resolved, That we denounce promiscuity, exploitation, and abusiveness in the relationships of any of
our members; and be it further

Resolved, That this Church intends to hold all its members accountable to these values, and will provide
for them the prayerful support, encouragement, and pastoral care necessary to live faithfully by them;
and be it further

Resolved, That we acknowledge that some, acting in good conscience, who disagree with the traditional
teaching of the Church on human sexuality, will act in contradiction to that position; and be it further
Resolved, That in continuity with previous actions of the General Convention of this Church, and in
response to the call for dialogue by the Lambeth Conference, we affirm that those on various sides of
controversial issues have a place in the Church, and we reaffirm the imperative to promote conversation
between persons of differing experiences and perspectives, while acknowledging the Church's teaching
on the sanctity of marriage.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Denver,
2000 (New York: General Convention, 2001), p. 287f.
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Resolution Number: 1997-C002
Title: On the Topic of Rites for the Blessing of Same-Sex Relationships
Legislative Action Taken: Rejected

Text of the Resolution:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That this 72nd General Convention direct the Standing
Liturgical Commission to develop, after critical study of pertinent rites already in use by faith
communities, a rite or rites for the blessing of committed relationships between persons of the same sex,
and to present such forms to the 73rd General Convention for inclusion in The Book of Occasional
Services.
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Resolution Number: 1997-D011

Title: Apologize for the Church's Rejection of Gays and Lesbians
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That, while acknowledging the diversity of opinion among the Bishops and Deputies of this
Convention on the morality of gay and lesbian sexual relationships, the 72nd General Convention
apologize on behalf of the Episcopal Church to its members who are gay or lesbian, and to lesbians
and gay men outside the Church, for years of rejection and maltreatment by the Church; and be it
further

Resolved, That this Church shall seek amendment of our life together as we ask God's help in sharing
the Good News with all people.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Philadelphia,
1997 (New York: General Convention, 1998), p. 278.
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Resolution Number: 1994-C042

Title: Prepare Report Considering Rites for Same-Sex Commitments
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Substituted and Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That the 71st General Convention direct the Standing
Liturgical Commission and the Theology Committee of the House of Bishops to prepare and present
to the 72nd General Convention, as part of the Church's ongoing dialogue on human sexuality, a
report addressing the theological foundations and pastoral considerations involved in the development
of rites honoring love and commitment between persons of the same sex; and be it further

Resolved, That no rites for the honoring of love and commitment between persons of the same sex be
developed unless and until the preparation of such rites has been authorized by the General Convention;
and be it further

Resolved, That the sum of $8,600 be appropriated to support this work, subject to funding
considerations.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Indianapolis,
1994 (New York: General Convention, 1995), p. 819.
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13 - Prayer Book, Liturgy and Music: HB C028

ToPIC/TITLE: Book of Common Prayer: Developing Additional Gender-Neutral
Language for Marriage Rites

PROPOSER: Diocese of Rochester

C&C PAGE:

BB PAGE:

Resolved, the House of concurring, That this 76th General Convention direct the

Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music to prepare, for consideration by the 77th
General Convention, additional gender-neutral language for The Book of Common
Prayer pastoral offices titled "The Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage," "The
Blessing of a Civil Marriage," and "An Order of Marriage" (pages 422 through 438).
These adapted liturgies could be made available for use until such time as they might be
considered for incorporation into a future Book of Common Prayer.

EXPLANATION:

The rites and rubrics in The Book of Common Prayer for the pastoral offices titled "The Celebration and
Blessing of a Marriage," "The Blessing of a Civil Marriage," and "An Order of Marriage" (pages 422
through 438) only allow for marriage between a man and a woman. As of September 2008, two states
(California and Massachusetts) allow civil marriages between two adults of the same gender. Eight
territories and states (the District of Columbia Vermont, Connecticut, New Hampshire, Maine, New Jersey,
Oregon, and Washington) allow civil unions or domestic partnerships between two adults of the same
gender. The trend toward marriage equality or equivalency for same-gender couples is likely to continue.
This resolution would help us to be a more inclusive church. The Episcopal Church would officially
recognize that presenting all couples with the opportunity to enter into a covenant with each other and
before God, including all the rights and responsibilities that implies, would not only strengthen their
families but all families.
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