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THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2006

Resolution Number: 2006-D024

Title: Support Equal Participation of Women and Men on Committees
and Commissions

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention of The Episcopal Church endorse, ratify, and implement
Resolution 13/31 adopted by the Anglican Consultative Council at its meeting in Nottingham, England
in June 2005, stating that there should be equal participation of women and men on all decision-making
bodies of the Anglican Consultative Council and that all Provinces of the Communion should work
to achieve that goal; and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention urge and encourage all provinces, dioceses, and congregations
of The Episcopal Church to work toward the same goal of equal participation of women and men on
all their decision-making committees, commissions, agencies, and boards; and be it further

Resolved, That a reporting mechanism be developed in order to record the achievement of such gender
equality, reporting those achievements annually to the Executive Council and to the 76th General
Convention.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Columbus,
2006 (New York: General Convention, 2007), p. 661.
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THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2006

Resolution Number: 2006-D045

Title: Amend Canon II1.1.2 [Of the Ministry of All Baptized Persons]
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted

Final Text:

Resolved, That Canon II1.1 be amended by the addition of a new Section 3:
Sec. 3. The provisions of these canons for the admission of Candidates for the Ordination to the three
Orders: Bishops, Priests and Deacons shall be equally applicable to men and women.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Columbus,
2006 (New York: General Convention, 2007), p. 290.
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Resolution Number: 1997-A053
Title: Implement Mandatory Rights of Women Clergy under Canon Law
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended
Final Text:

Resolved, That

a.  no member of this Church shall be denied access to the ordination process,
postulancy, candidacy, ordination, license to officiate in a Diocese, a call to a
cure in a Diocese or Letters Dimissory on account of their sex or their
theological views on the ordination of women;

b.  no member of this Church shall be denied a place in the life and governance
of this Church on account of their sex or their theological views on the
ordination of women;

c.  itis the mind of this Convention that, notwithstanding the legislative history
surrounding the passage of those Title III canons relating to the ordination
of women, and notwithstanding subsequent actions of the House of Bishops
not in General Convention assembled, the provisions of the canons of the
General Convention, insofar as they may relate to the ordination of women
and the licensing and deployment of women clergy, are mandatory; and

d.  during the next triennium each Diocese where women do not have full access
to ordination and where ordained women are not permitted to carry out their
full ministries shall develop and implement a process to implement fully Canons
111.8.1, I11.16.1(d), I11.16.2, and I11.17.3 and that status reports on these
Diocesan processes be reported to the interim House of Bishops meeting in
1999, the Executive Council in 1999, and the 73rd General Convention through
the Executive Council.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Philadelphia,
1997 (New York: General Convention, 1998), p. 112.
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Resolution Number: 1994-C004

Title: Reaffirm Canon on Equal Access to Ordination Process for Men
and Women

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Substituted and Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, The 71st General Convention reaffirms the existing canon,
Title 111.8.1, guaranteeing both men and women access to the ordination process in this Church; and
be it further

Resolved, This General Convention recognizes that women are not ordained to the priesthood in all
dioceses at this time; and be it further

Resolved, This General Convention acknowledges that those who support and those who oppose the
ordination of women to the priesthood and episcopate each hold a recognized theological position in
this Church; and be it further

Resolved, That the Presiding Bishop and the President of the House of Deputies, in consultation with
two bishops, whom they shall designate, from the dioceses where such ordinations do not occur, appoint
a committee to promote dialogue and understanding and to discuss how the canon can be implemented
in every diocese of this Church; and be it further

Resolved, That the following shall be among the matters discussed:

1. Opportunities for full access for women to the ordination process in this
Church;

2. Opportunities for ordained women to carry out their ministries in every diocese
of this Church;

3. Opportunities for congregations that desire the ministries of ordained women
to have access to them in every diocese; and

4.  Opportunities for those persons who oppose the ordination of women to have
access to the ordination process and to carry out their ministries in every
diocese; and be it further

Resolved, That this committee shall report to the interim meeting of the House of Bishops in 1995 and
subsequently to the Executive Council.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of... The Episcopal Church, Indianapolis,
1994 (New York: General Convention, 1995), p. 842.
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Resolution Number: 1988-A074

Title: Request a Balance of Women and Men on Appointed Church
Bodies

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Submitted

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That this 69th General Convention request the Presiding
Bishop and the President of the House of Deputies to strive to achieve a balance of women and men
appointed to all interim bodies, committees, commissions, boards and agencies of the Church so that
the demographics of the worshipping community will be reflected in those appointed bodies; and be
it further

Resolved, That bishops, clergy, and appointing officers in dioceses and congregations be requested to
work toward a similar balance of women and men appointed to local and diocesan church bodies, so
that women's gifts for leadership may be raised up within the whole Church alongside those of men.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of... The Episcopal Church, Detroit,
1988 (New York: General Convention, 1989), p. 705.
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Resolution Number: 1988-A112

Title: Reaffirm Commitment to Affirmative Action
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That this Convention reaffirm its commitment to a vigorous
affirmative action program in all institutions in society as a remedy to historical, racial and sexual
injustices. Such a program, already instituted at the national Church level, should serve as a model
to include an open and vigorous search to fill positions with women and minorities. This should include
set targets and an extensive evaluation of performance; and be it further

Resolved, That this Convention urge all of its dioceses and congregations to address the issues of
institutional racism in the political and economic arenas, and also in religious institutions; and be it
further

Resolved, That congregations help their members to address patterns of racism in the settings where
they work in educational and other community institutions, and in housing practices.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Detroit,
1988 (New York: General Convention, 1989), p. 189.

Archives Research Report, 1988-A4112 Page I of 1



=7 | THE ARCHIVES

[ ]

| of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION  1976-2006
Resolution Number: 1985-C023

Title: Eradicate Institutional Sexism and Pursue Affirmative Action
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Submitted

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That a paramount goal of the Episcopal Church be to search
out and eradicate all forms of institutional sexism from its structures and constituencies, and to pursue

a course of affirmative action in calling qualified lay and clergy women for positions on Church-related
staffs as they become open.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Anaheim,
1985 (New York: General Convention, 1986), p. 133.
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ToPIC/TITLE: Annual Data Gathering About Episcopal Elections; Clergy

Compensation
PROPOSER: Executive Council Committee on the Status of Women
C&C PAGE:
BB PAGE: 698
Resolved, the House of concurring, That the 76th General Convention of The

Episcopal Church directs the Office of Pastoral Development to maintain annual statistics about
numbers of women and men in elections to the episcopate and to report them annually to the
Church; and be it further

Resolved, That the Convention directs the Office of Research to gather data annually about 1)
clergy compensation by gender, and 2) numbers of all male and female clergy, and to report them
annually to the Church.

EXPLANATION:

The 75th General Convention adopted Resolution 2006-D024 that requires data to be gathered annually
about the participation of women and men in the decision-making bodies of the dioceses of The Episcopal
Church. This Resolution expands on that annual reporting by including the number of women and men
nominated for Episcopal election, the number of all male and female clergy (not just those in the Church
Pension Fund) and data concerning compensation of male and female church employees. Annual gathering
of this data is the only way the Committee has of adequately measuring progress in gender equality.
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