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Resolution Number: 2003-C051
Title: Consider Blessing Committed, Same-Gender Relationships
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted and Amended
Final Text:

Resolved, That the 74th General Convention affirm the following:

1.

That our life together as a community of faith is grounded in the saving work of Jesus
Christ and expressed in the principles of the Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral: Holy
Scripture, the historic Creeds of the Church, the two dominical Sacraments, and the
Historic Episcopate.

That we reaffirm Resolution A069 of the 65th General Convention (1976) that ""homosexual
persons are children of God who have a full and equal claim with all other persons upon the
love, acceptance, and pastoral concern and care of the Church."

That, in our understanding of homosexual persons, differences exist among us about how
best to care pastorally for those who intend to live in monogamous, non-celibate unions; and
what is, or should be, required, permitted, or prohibited by the doctrine, discipline, and
worship of The Episcopal Church concerning the blessing of the same.

That we reaffirm Resolution D039 of the 73rd General Convention (2000), that ""We expect
such relationships will be characterized by fidelity, monogamy, mutual affection and
respect, careful, honest communication, and the holy love which enables those in such
relationships to see in each other the image of God,"” and that such relationships exist
throughout the church.

That we recognize that local faith communities are operating within the bounds of our
common life as they explore and experience liturgies celebrating and blessing same-sex
unions.

That we commit ourselves, and call our church, in the spirit of Resolution A104 of the 70th
General Convention (1991), to continued prayer, study, and discernment on the pastoral
care for gay and lesbian persons, to include the compilation and development by a special
commission organized and appointed by the Presiding Bishop, of resources to facilitate as
wide a conversation of discernment as possible throughout the church.

That our baptism into Jesus Christ is inseparable from our communion with one another,
and we commit ourselves to that communion despite our diversity of opinion and, among
dioceses, a diversity of pastoral practice with the gay men and lesbians among us.

That it is a matter of faith that our Lord longs for our unity as his disciples, and for us this
entails living within the boundaries of the Constitution and Canons of The Episcopal
Church. We believe this discipline expresses faithfulness to our polity and that it will
facilitate the conversation we seek, not only in The Episcopal Church, but also in the wider
Anglican Communion and beyond.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of... The Episcopal Church,

Minneapolis,2003 (New York: General Convention, 2004), p. 615f.
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Resolution Number: 2000-C043

Title: Affirm and Endorse The Cambridge Accord
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 73rd General Convention of the Episcopal Church affirm and endorse the Cambridge
Accord of October 1, 1999 and urge all members of the House of Bishops to affix their names to the
Accord, the text of which follows.

THE CAMBRIDGE ACCORD

In the name of God, we, the bishops of the Anglican Communion who have affixed our names to this
Accord, publish it as a statement of our shared opinion in regard to all persons who are homosexual.
We affirm that while we may have contrasting views on the Biblical, theological, and moral issues
surrounding homosexuality, on these three points we are in one Accord:

. That no homosexual person should ever be deprived of liberty, personal
property, or civil rights because of his or her sexual orientation.

. That all acts of violence, oppression, and degradation against homosexual
persons are wrong and cannot be sanctioned by an appeal to the Christian
faith.

. That every human being is created equal in the eyes of God and therefore
deserves to be treated with dignity and respect.

We appeal to people of good conscience from every nation and religious creed to join us in embracing
this simple Accord as our global claim to human rights not only for homosexual men and women, but
for all God's people.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Denver,
2000 (New York: General Convention, 2001), p. 565f.
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Resolution Number: 2000-D039

Title: Acknowledge Relationships Other Than Marriage and Existence
of Disagreement on the Church's Teaching

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted and Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the members of the 73rd General Convention intend for this Church to provide a safe
and just structure in which all can utilize their gifts and creative energies for mission; and be it further
Resolved, That we acknowledge that while the issues of human sexuality are not yet resolved, there
are currently couples in the Body of Christ and in this Church who are living in marriage and couples
in the Body of Christ and in this Church who are living in other life-long committed relationships;
and be it further

Resolved, That we expect such relationships will be characterized by fidelity, monogamy, mutual
affection and respect, careful, honest communication, and the holy love which enables those in such
relationships to see in each other the image of God; and be it further

Resolved, That we denounce promiscuity, exploitation, and abusiveness in the relationships of any of
our members; and be it further

Resolved, That this Church intends to hold all its members accountable to these values, and will provide
for them the prayerful support, encouragement, and pastoral care necessary to live faithfully by them;
and be it further

Resolved, That we acknowledge that some, acting in good conscience, who disagree with the traditional
teaching of the Church on human sexuality, will act in contradiction to that position; and be it further
Resolved, That in continuity with previous actions of the General Convention of this Church, and in
response to the call for dialogue by the Lambeth Conference, we affirm that those on various sides of
controversial issues have a place in the Church, and we reaffirm the imperative to promote conversation
between persons of differing experiences and perspectives, while acknowledging the Church's teaching
on the sanctity of marriage.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Denver
2000 (New York: General Convention, 2001), p. 287f.
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Resolution Number: 1997-C002

Title: On the Topic of Rites for the Blessing of Same-Sex Relationships
Legislative Action Taken: Rejected

Text of the Resolution:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That this 72nd General Convention direct the Standing
Liturgical Commission to develop, after critical study of pertinent rites already in use by faith
communities, a rite or rites for the blessing of committed relationships between persons of the same sex,

and to present such forms to the 73rd General Convention for inclusion in The Book of Occasional
Services.
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Resolution Number: 1994-C020

Title: Amend Canon [.17.5 [Of Regulations Respecting the Laity]

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Substituted and Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That Title I, Canon 17, Section 5 be amended as follows:
No person shall be denied rights, status [in], or [access to] an equal place in the life, worship, and
governance of this Church because of race, color, [or] ethnic origin, national origin, marital status,
sex, sexual orientation, disabilities or age, except as otherwise specified by [this] Canon.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Indianapolis,
1994 (New York: General Convention, 1995), p. 356.
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Resolution Number: 1979-A053

Title: Recommend Guidelines on the Ordination of Homosexuals
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Substituted and Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That the 66th General Convention receive with gratitude
and appreciation the Report and Recommendations of its Standing Commission on Human Affairs
and Health with special reference to the requested study of the matter of ordination of homosexual
persons; and be it further

Resolved, That this General Convention recommend to Bishops, Pastors, Vestries, Commissions on
Ministry and Standing Committees, the following considerations as they continue to exercise their
proper canonical functions in the selection and approval of persons for ordination:

1.  There are many human conditions, some of them in the area of sexuality,
which bear upon a person's suitability for ordination;

2.  Every ordinand is expected to lead a life which is ""a wholesome example to
all people” (Book of Commeon Prayer, pp. 517, 532, 544). There should be no
barrier to the ordination of qualified persons of either heterosexual or
homosexual orientation whose behavior the Church considers wholesome;

3. We re-affirm the traditional teaching of the Church on marriage, marital
fidelity and sexual chastity as the standard of Christian sexual morality.
Candidates for ordination are expected to conform to this standard. Therefore,
we believe it is not appropriate for this Church to ordain a practicing
homeosexual, or any person who is engaged in heterosexual relations outside
of marriage.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Denver,
1979 (New York: General Convention, 1980), p. C-93.
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ToPIC/TITLE: Same Gender Committed Relationships

PROPOSER: Diocese of Missouri

C&C PAGE: 63

BB PAGE:

Resolved, the House of concurring, That the 75th General Convention support

and uphold persons in same-gender committed relationships of enduring love, mutuality,
and fidelity; and be it further

Resolved, that the term "sexual orientation"” in Title III, Canon 1, Section 2, shall protect
all persons from denial of access to the discernment process for any ministry, lay or
ordained, in this Church solely on the basis of being in such a relationship.

Review Status:Not Yet Reviewed for Canonical Form
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