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Recommend Multilingual and Cross-cultural Competency for Those
Preparing for Ordination

Concurred as Substituted and Amended

Resolved, That the 74th General Convention recommend that all dioceses strongly encourage those
preparing for ordination to study a contemporary language other than their native language and to
participate in an intentional cross-cultural program; and be it further

Resolved, That the 74th General Convention direct the Standing Commission on Ministry Development
to consider, in its continued revision of Title III, how to address the Church's need for multilingual
and cross-cultural competency for many ordained and lay leaders in various mission contexts including
possible canonical revisions regarding formation and continuing education, and report back to the

75th General Convention.
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Resolved, the House of concurring, That the 76th General Convention urge the

dioceses of The Episcopal Church to require that, prior to final approval for ordination,
all candidates for sacred orders demonstrate at least an intermediate level of fluency in a
language other than English, preferably a language that would further the evangelical
mission of the diocese for which the respective candidate will be ordained; and be it
further

Resolved, That all bishops be strongly encouraged to acquire at least an intermediate level
of fluency in a language other than English that would enable them to proclaim the Good
News more effectively to the linguistically diverse populations of their dioceses.

EXPLANATION:

Because the general population of most dioceses of The Episcopal Church is far moreethnically and
linguistically diverse than the constituent membership of those dioceses, and because it is the Christ-given
mission of the Church to preach the Good News to all, regardless of their ethnic, racial, or linguistic
background, the acquisition of appropriate linguistic fluency is indispensable for effective ministry to the
diverse populations that live within the boundaries of our dioceses.

Endorser(s):Ms. Jaqueline Rapalo de Ruiz, The Rev. Silvestre E. Romero Jr.
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