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Resolution Number: 2003-B024

Title: Authorize a Task Force on Lifelong Christian Education and
Formation

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 74th General Convention authorize the creation of a nine-year Task Force of
Executive Council on Lifelong Christian Education and Formation that will

. Develop a comprehensive vision and strategy to strengthen Lifelong Christian
Education and Formation throughout The Episcopal Church and equip people
of all ages to experience, to tell about and to invite others into the Good News
of the Gospel;

. Integrate Christian Formation into every area of the church's mission and
ministry, recognizing that learning occurs in multiple ways throughout the
entire life cycle;

. Identify and communicate resources and models that support the gifts and
needs of a church of great diversity and that promote outcomes recommended
by the 20/20 Strategy Group;

. Encourage conversation and collaboration among the many entities in the
church that address specific aspects of Christian Education and Formation
for mission and ministry;

. Provide international and ecumenical links for Christian Education and
Formation; and be it further

Resolved, That this Task Force be composed of sixteen members: four bishops; four clergy; and eight
lay persons; that the Task Force will meet at least two times a year, commencing in 2004, with additional
small gatherings for conversation with selected groups involved in lifelong learning and formation;
and that the Task Force will report on its work beginning at the 75th General Convention in 2006;
and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention request the Joint Standing Committee on Program, Budget
and Finance to consider a budget allocation of $120,000 for implementation of this resolution for the
next three years.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Minneapolis,
2003 (New York: General Convention, 2004), p. 631f.
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Resolution Number: 2000-BO15

Title: Support Development of Episcopal Educational Materials for All
Ages

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted and Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the Young Peoples' Ministry Cluster assume responsibility for overseeing the preparation
of educational materials that reflect Anglican/Episcopal perspectives in the vision of life-long Christian
formation in congregations; and be it further

Resolved, That the Young Peoples' Ministry Cluster develop guidelines for the use of these resources
in a variety of cultures and contexts by drawing on the experience and insight from educators, formation
leaders, and young people who represent various racial and ethnic backgrounds. The Cluster will also
address the needs of small and large congregations. This also includes the use of technology and the
arts in the development of this material; and be it further

Resolved, That the Young Peoples' Ministry Cluster develop and implement a strategy for
congregational leadership development for the use of these resources throughout the church; and be
it further

Resolved, That the budget of the Young Peoples' Ministry Cluster increase by $50,000 per year to
provide necessary funding for the development of these resources; and be it further

Resolved, That once these resources have been developed, they be made available also in Spanish and
French; and be it further

Resolved, That these materials be made available for downloading from the DFMS website.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Denver,
2000 (New York: General Convention, 2001), p. 327.
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Resolution Number: 1997-A069

Title: Include the Entire Life Span in the Church's Educational Program
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Submitted

Final Text:

Resolved, That the educational program of the Episcopal Church include education throughout the
entire life span.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Philadelphia,
1997 (New York: General Convention, 1998), p. 743.
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Resolution Number: 1988-A071

Title: Develop an Educational Manual, Curriculum Materials and Video
Resources

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Submitted

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the Education for Mission and Ministry Unit assume
responsibility for overseeing the preparation of a manual (possibly entitled Called to Teach and Learn
in the Episcopal Church ) that will have the purpose of lifting up a vision of Christian education in
Episcopal congregations consonant with the vision and goals statement of the task force and, also,
provide clear, practical guidelines for planning and implementing Christian education in different
contexts; set forth norms for the selection and production of curriculum and other resources; describe
specific teaching and learning needs and characteristics for all age groups; identify specifically Anglican
theological, liturgical, and historical content for study; and outline alternative models for teacher
training; and be it further

Resolved, That the Education for Mission and Ministry Unit develop guidelines and norms as well as
the other planning necessary to produce a manual in collaboration with the appropriate inter-unit
working groups at the Episcopal Church Center, in order to draw on the insights and experience of
both leaders and local practitioners from all racial, ethnic, and cultural communities, and from the
widest possible range of program concerns of the people of the Church; and be it further

Resolved, That the Education for Mission and Ministry Unit develop and implement a plan to familiarize
the leaders of congregations throughout the Church with the manual and to assist them in using it as
a foundation for the renewal of their educational ministries; and be it further

Resolved, That the Episcopal Church, through its educational leaders; recognize and affirm the
production of curriculum materials and supplementary resources by dioceses, congregations,
seminaries, ethnic communities, and private groups and individuals; and that the Education for
Mission and Ministry Unit disseminate among these groups the norms for Episcopal curriculum, offer
individual consultation or workshops te provide technical assistance and training for curriculum
writers affiliated with the groups listed above or at the grassroots level; and be it further

Resolved, That the Education for Mission and Ministry and the Communication units oversee the
development of a continuing program for the production of videotaped material and for its distribution
to congregations in both English and Spanish versions, such material to include a training series for
volunteer teachers; a "video resource' to share current news and information regarding programs
and resources used in Episcopal congregations; a series on how to assess program needs, and to design,
implement, and evaluate programs; and such other units and series as may be required in the future.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Detroit,
1988 (New York: General Convention, 1989), p. 230.
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TopPIC/TITLE: Christian Formation: Directive for Dioceses to Formulate a Strategy
for Lifelong Christian Formation in the Next Triennium

PROPOSER: Standing Commission on Health

C&C PAGE:

BB PAGE: 181

Resolved, the House of concurring, That the 76th General Convention direct all

dioceses to formulate a strategy for Lifelong Christian Formation in the next triennium; and be it
further

Resolved, That such strategies include, but not be limited to, the following areas of the mandate.
Strategies should encompass and be suitable for all persons (e.g. various ages, languages and
abilities). These strategies should be responsive to diocesan and societal contexts and accurately
depict the current education and formation status. Because formation is not limited to a cognitive
experience (classroom), formation should be holistic (encompasses learning, action and
reflection); and be it further

Resolved, That the Congregational Life Center design an instrument and system of collection that
will document currently available and successful programs, activities and resources. In addition,
such an endeavor will seek to gather the aspirations for diocesan future programs/activities
concerning Christian formation; and be it further

Resolved, That the information and data collected be forwarded to the SCLEF by January 31,
2011.

EXPLANATION:

Most importantly, formation is so crucial to our life as disciples that we must be more and more intentional
about it. This Resolution calls upon dioceses not only to share their wisdom and aspirations, but also
mandates that every diocese must have a purposeful plan for Christian Formation that is appropriate to their
context.The importance of this Resolution stems from our work over the past triennium, as well as the work
from PEALL. We embarked on a charge that calls us to implement "coordinated policies for children,
youth, young adults, adults and seniors for lifelong Christian formation."As we prepare for a new decade, it
is appropriate to survey and coordinate the church's resources. The called for survey will enable greater
collaboration between dioceses, seminaries, diocesan schools, The Episcopal Church Center, camps,
conference centers and educational programs. In this age of reduced financial resources, it is urgent that we
exercise good stewardship and not duplicate our formational efforts. In addition, as The Episcopal Church
Center decentralizes and seeks to be more responsive to the whole church, it is necessary to discern the
needs and hopes of those involved in formation in all places.Moreover, the church flourishes when we
share our experiences and resources. Such a survey will enable us to do more programs, projects and
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activities together-more effectively. We can better live out the axiom that 'we should only do apart what we
cannot do together.' The final report from PEALL clearly states, "One consequence of this lack of effective
networks is that Christian education leaders have developed identical parallel programs and replicated the
same trainings, wasting both talent and resources. The need is critical for a commonly networked system
with a common commitment to mission, a system that improves access to resources for all congregations.
Currently there is a proliferation of resources and local networks, but these are not yet equally distributed
nor equally accessible or available or even known about."The members and congregations of The Episcopal
Church are active in mission and outreach in their communities as well as in the wider society and world.
Our call to attention to Christian formation recognizes the role of outreach and mission. Rather than
viewing formation as related only to education (especially in a formal interpretation), the PEALL report
helps us understand that experiences-grounded in mission-are formational for persons of all ages. How can
we hold up these experiences-be they on a Habitat build or working in a soup kitchen-as essential to our
formation? This survey of diocesan policies, practices and resources will include attention to these
formational contexts for persons of all ages and thereby broaden our definition of formation.
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