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Title : Reaffirm Commitment to Educational Support ofYoungPeople 

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted and Amended 

Final Text: 

Resolved, That the 74th General Convention of The Episcopal Church affirm that all young people 
are created in the image of God and possess potential to love and serve God. Further, the Convention 
recognizes that many aspects of our culture work to obscure the image of God in young people and 
render all young people "Youth At Risk"; and be it further 
Resolved, That the Church reaffirm its commitment to support the development of caring, competent, 
faithful, and loving young people and provide sufficient human and financial resources in the Office 
of Youth Ministries to challenge, inspire, and support dioceses and parishes in their work with young 
people; and be it further 
Resolved, That the 74th General Convention commend the following programs and educational 
possibilities for local implementation: 

Literacy programs, including reading, cultural, social, spiritual, and computer 
literacy 
Mentoring programs 
Conflict resolution and anger management programs 
Religious education programs and curricula that recognize the socio-economic, 
ethnic, racial, linguistic, and cultural diversity of our church 
After school programs 
Creation and maintenance of Episcopal schools that provide access to all youth 
Development of Episcopal camps to provide access to all youth. 

Citation:	 General Convention, Journalofthe GeneralConvention of.. TheEpiscopalChurch, Minneapolis, 
2003 (NewYork: General Convention, 2004), p. 321. 
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15 - Education B003 

TOPIC/TITLE: Camping Ministries 

PROPOSER: The Rt. Rev . James R. Mathes 

C&CPAGE: 

BBPAGE: 

1 Resolved, the House of concurring, That the 76th General Convention direct the 
2 Youth Formation Area of the Evangelism and Congregational Life Center to assist 
3 dioceses with their camping ministries through the development and dissemination of 
4 curricula, resources, and training events, both in English and in Spanish, during the next 
5 triennium; and be it further 
6 Resolved, that the General Convention request the Joint Standing Committee on Program 
7 Budget and Finance to consider a budget allocation of $60,000 during this triennium for 
8 the implementation of this resolution. 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 

EXPLANATION: 
A Gallup poll found that 85% of people who have made a faith commitment did so before age 18. Barna 
Research Group, September 1994. Episcopal camps touch the lives of more than 300,000 children and 
youth each year. The future growth of the Episcopal Church membership depends on Christian formation 
and spiritual development provided by our camping programs. Episcopal camps have developed and 
nurtured clergy and lay leaders of the Episcopal Church for more than 12 decades. A report by the Lilly 
Endowment found that the single greatest commonality among clergy and lay church leaders was a positive 
religious camp experience. American Camp Association, February 2005. Since 1976 there have been no 
personnel or financial resources from General Convention dedicated to camping ministry. Now many 
dioceses are in desperate need of assistance with resources, training and leadership development for 
camping ministry.This resolution will provide funds for collaboration between the Episcopal Church Center 
Youth Formation Area and Episcopal Camps and Conference Centers, Inc. (ECCC), for the development of 
Episcopal summer camp curricula as well as training materials and events in Christian formation and 
spiritual development for camp program staff, and for assisting dioceses in developing and/or maintaining 
youth camping programs. Curricula and resources will be available without charge in downloadable 
formats in both English and Spanish. This will also enable the involvement of many more Spanish speaking 
youth.ECCC is a separately incorporated national association that supports the directors and board 
members of the 114 Episcopal conference centers and summer camps. The mission of Episcopal Camps 
and Conference Centers, Inc. is to sustain and enhance the ministry of all camps and conference centers of 
the Episcopal Church and to develop servant leaders of all ages in the image of Jesus Christ: by nurturing 
professional growth and development of current and future leaders; fostering excellence in the operation 
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and services of member centers; strengthening the network of communication, collegiality, and support 
among leaders of centers; securing faithful financial resources to sustain and expand the ministry of ECCC, 
and advocating for camp and conference ministry within the wider Church. The enormous financial, social 
and regulatory challenges we face today require collaboration and combined resources of the Youth 
Formation Area and ECCC to maintain the health, and to increase the effectiveness, of Episcopal camps, 
their programs, and their leadership. 
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