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Resolution Number: 2003-A111

Title: Revise Title 111 Canons
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted
Final Text:

[Resolved, That Canons IIlL.1 and I11.2 are amended to read as follows.]

CANON 1: Of the Ministry of All Baptized Persons

Sec.1. Each Diocese shall make provision for the affirmation and development of the ministry of all
baptized persons, including:

(a) Assistance in understanding that all baptized persons are called to minister in Christ's
name, to identify their gifts with the help of the Church and to serve Christ's mission at
all times and in all places.

(b) Assistance in understanding that all baptized persons are called to sustain their
ministries through commitment to life-long Christian formation.

Sec. 2. No person shall be denied access to the discernment process for any ministry, lay or
ordained, in this Church because of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, sex, marital status,
sexual orientation, disabilities, or age, except as otherwise provided by these Canons. No right to
licensing, ordination, or election is hereby established.

CANON 2: Commissions on Ministry
Sec. 1. In each Diocese there shall be a Commission on Ministry (""Commission') consisting of
Priests, Deacons, if any, and Lay Persons. The Canons of each Diocese shall provide for the number
of members, terms of office, and manner of selection to the Commission.
Sec. 2. The Commission shall advise and assist the Bishop:

(a) In the implementation of Title III of these Canons.

(b) In the determination of present and future opportunities and needs for the ministry of
all baptized persons.

(c¢) In the design and oversight of the ongoing process for discernment, formation for
ministry and assessment of readiness therefor.
Sec. 3. The Commission may adopt rules for its work, subject to the approval of the Bishop;
Provided that they are not inconsistent with the Constitution and Canons of this Church and of the
Diocese.
Sec. 4 The Commission may establish committees consisting of members and other persons to report
to the Commission or to act on its behalf.
Sec. S The Bishop and Commission shall ensure that the members of the Commission and its
committees receive ongoing education and training for their work.

Citation: Canon II1.1 and 2 are excerpted from the Final Text of the revision to Canons Title III.
See General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Minneapolis, 2003 (New York: General Convention, 2004), pp. 641-667.
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bishops, theologians, liturgists, Christian educators, parish priests and justice advocates and inclusive of the
diversity of the Church. The consultation was to prepare educational resources for formation in Episcopal
identity, training programs for certification for leadership positions in the Church, and any revisions to the
Canons to conform them to the theology of the Prayer Book. While Convention did not complete action on
that resolution, the Presiding Bishop, working with Associated Parishes for Liturgy and Mission, convened
a national consultation on baptismal theology in October 2007 that met the composition of the resolution.
An agenda was identified to accomplish the work and task forces created to accomplish it. In January 2008,
Bishop Henry Parsley and other members of the Theology Committee of the House of Bishops met with the
Colloquium of North American Anglican Liturgists to identify the needs of the Church to implement the
Prayer Book's baptismal theology. The national consultation on baptismal theology needs to continue its

work in the next Triennium and bring its resources and recommendations to the 77th General Convention
in2012.

BALLOT RESULTS:

Endorser(s): The Rt. Rev. Dr. Joe G. Burnett, The Rt. Rev. Jeffrey D. Lee
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