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THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2006

Resolution Number: 1997-C003

Title: Affirm Traditional Marriage and Request Study of Same-Sex
Relationships

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted

Final Text:

Resolved, That this 72nd General Convention affirm the sacredness of Christian marriage between
one man and one woman with intent of life-long relationship; and be it further

Resolved, That this Convention direct the Standing Liturgical Commission to continue its study of
theological aspects of committed relationships of same-sex couples, and to issue a full report including
recommendations of future steps for the resolution of issues related to such committed relationships
no later than November 1999 for consideration at the 73rd General Convention.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Philadelphia,
1997 (New York: General Convention, 1998), p. 781.

Archives Research Report, 1997-C003 Page 1 of 1



= | THE ARCHIVES
of the ]%Eigcopal Ch}l@

S R XU N LR ORI L e AL AN A

THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2006

n

Sl b

Resolution Number: 1997-D071

Title: Recognize Lifelong Commitment and Fidelity in Marital
Relationships

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That this 72nd General Convention recognize the importance of lifelong commitment to and
fidelity in the marital relationship between husband and wife; and be it further

Resolved, That all Congregations are urged to support and develop ways to encourage and maintain
healthy marriages, including marriage retreats such as Marriage Encounter, 'community marriage
policies" for pre-marital counseling, preaching and teaching on the standards for Christian marriage,
and the development of "mentoring' relationships between older and younger married couples.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Philadelphia,
1997 (New York: General Convention, 1998), p. 271.
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THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2006

Resolution Number: 1994-C042

Title: Prepare Report Considering Rites for Same-Sex Commitments
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Substituted and Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That the 71st General Convention direct the Standing
Liturgical Commission and the Theology Committee of the House of Bishops to prepare and present
to the 72nd General Convention, as part of the Church's ongoing dialogue on human sexuality, a
report addressing the theological foundations and pastoral considerations involved in the development
of rites honoring love and commitment between persons of the same sex; and be it further

Resolved, That no rites for the honoring of love and commitment between persons of the same sex be
developed unless and until the preparation of such rites has been authorized by the General Convention;
and be it further

Resolved, That the sum of $8,600 be appropriated to support this work, subject to funding
considerations.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Indianapolis,
1994 (New York: General Convention, 1995), p. 819.
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Resolution Number: 1991-A104

Title: Affirm the Church's Teaching on Sexual Expression, Commission
Congregational Dialogue, and Direct Bishops to Prepare a Pastoral
Teaching

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Substituted and Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That the 70th General Convention of the Episcopal Church
affirms that the teaching of the Episcopal Church is that physical sexual expression is appropriate
only within the lifelong monogamous "union of husband and wife in heart, body, and mind" "intended
by God for their mutual joy; for the help and comfort given one another in prosperity and adversity
and, when it is God's will, for the procreation of children and their nurture in the knowledge and love
of the Lord" as set forth in the Book of Common Prayer; and be it further

Resolved, That this Church continues to work to reconcile the discontinuity between this teaching and
the experience of many members of this body; and be it further

Resolved, That this General Convention confesses our failure to lead and to resolve this discontinuity
through legislative efforts based upon resolutions directed at singular and various aspects of these
issues; and be it further

Resolved, That this General Convention commissions the Bishops and members of each Diocesan
Deputation to initiate a means for all congregations in their jurisdiction to enter into dialogue and
deepen their understanding of these complex issues; and further this General Convention directs the
President of each Province to appoint one Bishop, one lay deputy and one clerical deputy in that
province to facilitate the process, to receive reports from the dioceses at each meeting of their provincial
synod and report to the 71st General Convention; and be it further

Resolved, That this General Convention directs the House of Bishops to prepare a Pastoral Teaching
prior to the 71st General Convention using the learnings from the diocesan and provincial processes
and calling upon such insight as is necessary from theologians, theological ethicists, social scientists
and gay and lesbian persons; and that three lay persons and three members of the clergy from the
House of Deputies, appointed by the President of the House of Deputies be included in the preparation
of this Pastoral Teaching.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of... The Episcopal Church, Phoenix,
1991 (New York: General Convention, 1992), p. 746.
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Resolution Number: 1988-D120

Title: Urge Local Discussion and Report on Human Sexuality
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Substituted and Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That this 69th General Convention affirm that the Biblical
and traditional teaching on chastity and fidelity in personal relationships is a response to, and an
expression of, God's love for each one of us; and that all Christians are called to be exemplary in all
spheres of morality, including sexual morality; and that holiness in life is particularly required of
Christian leaders. In this context; and be it further

Resolved, That this Convention, responsive to the call of the Standing Commission on Human Affairs
and Health "to find a non-judgmental occasion to listen and talk," and in the spirit of the Presiding
Bishop's statement that "there will be no outcasts in this Church," strongly urge each diocese and
congregation to provide opportunities for open dialogue on human sexuality, in which we, as members
of this Church, both heterosexual and homosexual, may study, pray, listen to and share our convictions
and concerns, our search for stable, loving and committed relationships, and our journey toward
wholeness and holiness; and be it further

Resolved, That the accepted sources of authority for Christians, namely Scripture, tradition, reason
and experience, supplemented by the 1976, 1979, 1982 and 1985 statements from the General
Convention on human sexuality, the resolution adopted by the General Synod of the Church of England
in November, 1987, and the 1988 report of the Standing Commission on Human Affairs and Health,
and ongoing scientific research be commended for use in this dialogue; and be it further

Resolved, That each diocese report its finding and experiences to the Standing Commission on Human
Affairs and Health no later than December 1990 and that the Standing Commission evaluate the
reports and produce a composite report for presentation to the 70th General Convention.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Detroit,
1988 (New York: General Convention, 1989), p. 296.
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Resolution Number: 1982-A069

Title: Encourage Dioceses to Establish Commissions on Marriage
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Submitted

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That the 67th General Convention of the Episcopal Church
encourages each Diocese to establish a special Commission on Marriage, the responsibility of which
will be to review and report on current diocesan policies and practices respecting Holy Matrimony;
and be it further

Resolved, That the central theme of such reexamination shall be the redemptive and sacramental
nature of Holy Matrimony; and as a point of departure for the considerations of the diocesan
Commissions, the working paper attached, prepared by the Standing Commission on Human Affairs
and Health, is offered for earnest consideration; and be it further

Resolved, That the charge to the diocesan Commissions shall include, but not be limited to, consideration
of: means of revitalization of the sacramental and redemptive qualities of marriage; existing Canons
on marriage; counseling, advice, and spiritual support for prospective partners in the sacrament;
continuing education procedures and practices for clergy and laity, including children and young
adults; the role of the clergy and the marriage partners in the failed marriage; prenuptial guidance
and instruction; continuing parish support for the married pair; guidance in childbearing and rearing;
and other appropriate matters; and be it further

Resolved, That the findings of the diocesan Commissions shall be forwarded to the Standing Commission
on Human Affairs and Health in time to permit that Commission to study and review the findings
during the triennium preceding the 69th General Convention and to make legislative proposals to
that Convention.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of... The Episcopal Church, New Orleans,
1982 (New York: General Convention, 1983), p. C-157.
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ToPIC/TITLE: Matrimony: Theological Study of Christian Marriage

PROPOSER: Diocese of El Camino Real

C&C PAGE:

BB PAGE:

Resolved, the House of concurring, That the 76th General Convention authorize

a committee of both houses to examine the theological dimensions of Christian marriage,
to develop a program for discussion in the dioceses, and to report to the 77th General
Convention.

EXPLANATION:

Given the results of the 2008 elections, it is very evident that a national dialogue on the theological
dimensions of marriage needs to be engaged to discuss how our understanding of marriage has evolved
over the centuries and to identify the essential elements of holy, Christian marriage.
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