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Resolution Number: 2003-D070

Title: Work for a Clean Water Policy
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 74th General Convention ask the Office of Government Relations to work on public
policy to ensure that clean water is accessible and available to all; and be it further

Resolved, That the Standing Commission on Anglican and International Peace with Justice Concerns
be urged to make water a priority.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Minneapolis,
2003 (New York: General Convention, 2004), p. 331.
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Resolution Number: 1991-D041

Title: Implement 1988 Lambeth Resolution No.040 on the Environment
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Submitted

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That this 70th General Convention call for the implementation
in this Church of Resolution #040 of the 1988 Lambeth Conference which states:

"This Conference:

1. identifies four inter-related areas in which the misuse of people or resources poses a threat to the
life system of the planet, namely,

a. unjust distribution of the world's wealth

b. social injustice within nations

c. the rise of militarism

d. irreversible damage to the environment

and therefore:

2. calls upon each Province and Diocese to devise a program of study, reflection and action in which
the following elements should play a part:

a. as a matter of urgency, the giving of information to our people of what is happening to our
stewardship of God's earth for the care of our neighbors as a necessary part of Christian discipleship
and a Christian contribution to citizenship;

b. actively to support by public statement and in private dialogue, the engagement of governments,
transnational corporations, management and labor in an examination of what their decisions are
doing to our people, and our land, air and water;

c. the opposition to the increase in the arms trade; questioning both excessive expenditure of scarce
resources on weapons and trade policies which look upon arms sales as a legitimate source of increased
export revenue;

d. the encouragement of Christians to re-examine the currently accepted economic policies which
operate to the disadvantage of those with less bargaining power at every level from international to
personal, and to use God's gifts of technology for the benefit of all;

e. the critical examination of the exercise of power, first within congregations and all other church
bodies, and then in secular institutions which affect the lives of all. Insofar as the aim is to achieve a
just and sustainable society world-wide, priority must be given to those modes which nurture people's
gifts and evoke responsible participation rather than those which dominate and exclude;

3.a. commends, in general, the participation by every Province in the WCC's program for "Justice,
Peace and the Integrity of Creation,"

b. urges churches, congregations and individual Christians to actively support all other agencies which
share this urgent concern. In particular we commend a widespread study of the United Nations' report,
"Our Common Future," and a participation by church bedies in the local responses it requires;
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¢. recommends that, in view of the resolutions passed by ACC-7, information concerning local needs
and initiatives be shared throughout Provinces, possibly by extending the terms of reference for the
existing Peace and Justice Network;

d. encourages people everywhere to make changes, personal and corporate, in their attitudes and life
styles, recognizing that the wholeness of living requires a right relationship with God, one’'s neighbor
and creation."

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of... The Episcopal Church, Phoenix,
1991 (New York: General Convention, 1992), p. 366.
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Resolution Number:
Title:

Legislative Action Taken:
Final Text:

1988-D126

Request a Statement of Policy and a Plan for Environmental
Stewardship

Concurred As Amended

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the 69th General Convention request the Executive
Council to give high priority during the next triennium to develop a comprehensive statement of policy
and a plan of action regarding stewardship of the global environment; and be it further

Resolved, That this policy and plan pay particular attention to the potential massive environmental
problems of ozone depletion and the global warming trend; and be it further

Resolved, That said policy statement and action plan be presented to the 70th General Convention for

approval.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Detroit,
1988 (New York: General Convention, 1989), p. 220.
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Resolution Number: 1979-D029

Title: Give Priority to Educating Congregations on Energy and the
Environment

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the 66th General Convention directs the Executive
Council to 1) continue the work of the Task Force on Energy and Environment; and 2) give a high
priority to developing and promoting an educational process to assist the several congregations in
assessing and understanding our Christian responsibilities and actions as we are confronted with

increasing consumption and dwindling resources throughout the world.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Denver,
1979 (New York: General Convention, 1980), p. C-134.
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ToPIC/TITLE: Environment: Sacred Acts for Sacred Water

PROPOSER: Executive Council Committee on Science, Technology and Faith
C&C PAGE:

BB PAGE: 678

Resolved, the House of concurring, That the 76th General Convention of The

Episcopal Church reaffirms Resolutions 1979-D029 (Give Priority to Educating
Congregations on Energy and the Environment),1988-D126 (Request a Statement of
Policy and a Plan for Environmental Stewardship), 1991 D041 (Implement 1988
Lambeth Resolution No. 40 on the Environment), and 2003-D046 (Urge Stewardship of
Water Resources), and 2003-D070 (Work for a Clean Water Policy); and be it further

Resolved, That the 76th General Convention encourages national Episcopal Church
organizations, dioceses, congregations, and individual Episcopalians to study the
theology of Creation and the place of water in Creation, including the entire cycle of
water sourcing, storage and transport, use and wastewater treatment and disposal, and to
study the ethical issues associated with individual, local, regional, national and
international water-related decisions; and be it further

Resolved, That the 76th General Convention request designation and funding of a half-
time position ($60,000, including salary, benefits and modest travel) within the existing
Episcopal Church Center's Advocacy Center, supported by the Executive Council
Committee on Science, Technology and Faith, and by the Episcopal Ecological Network,
to encourage the sharing of tools that dioceses, congregations and individual
Episcopalians have already developed, and the development of new tools for use when
making or helping make water-related decisions; and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention request the Joint Standing Committee on
Program, Budget and Finance to consider a budget allocation of $60,000 for the
implementation of this Resolution.

EXPLANATION:
Scripture teaches us that God made the waters as part of Creation. Throughout Scripture and in liturgical
practice, water has had deeply understood sacramental roles culminating with the water of baptism.

Review Status:Not Yet Reviewed by PB&F
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Science and everyday experience confirm the description in the Scriptures of water as life-giving for all
Creation. Millennium Development Goal #7 seeks to provide adequate supplies of life-giving water for all
people.Within Creation water undergoes a cycle. Water flows from sources, is contained, distributed,
sometimes purified, used and then collected and distributed for further purification before rejoining the
flow. In our reality the water of Creation is the result of complicated combinations of the natural processes
set in place by the evolution of Creation and by many human interventions. As the World's population
grows, global and regional climates change, and the world society's increase in technological complexities
and dependencies accelerates, water availability is changing and more sources of pollution are making
water unfit for sustaining Creation, for liturgical purposes or for human consumption. Individuals,
congregations, communities, regions and nations are being called upon to make difficult decisions related
to interventions in the water cycle. Often the decisions are made without explicit reference to Creation or
to theological or ethical considerations. This Resolution asks that The Episcopal Church share the
theologically sound tools already developed in diocesan programs and develop and share new tools that
individual Episcopalians and congregations can use to help evaluate proposed interventions.

Review Status:Not Yet Reviewed by PB&F
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