
THE ARCHIVES 
ofthe Episcopal Church	 TH E A CTS OF CONVENT IO N 1976-2006 

Resolution Number: 2006 -B006 

Title: Respond to Cris is of Educa tional Debt for Future Clergy 

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended 

Final Text: 

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention mandate that the Standing Commission on Ministry 
Development design strategies for raising awareness and responding to the crisis of educational debt 
for those preparing for ordained ministry in the Church; and be it further 
Resolved. That the Standing Commission on Ministry Development in consultation with the Church 
Pension Fund, the Executive Council, the Office of Mission and Ministry, the diocesan Commissions 
on Ministries, the Office of Ministry Development, and the Society for the Increase of Ministry, shall 
share their results and recommendations with Proclaiming Education for All (PEALL) following each 
meeting of the Standing Commission on Ministry Development, annually to the House of Bishops, 
and to the 76th General Convention. 

Citation:	 General Convention, Journal ofthe General Convention of..The Episcopal Church. Columbu s. 
2006 (New York: General Convention, 2007), pp. 684-685. 
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ofthe Episcopal Church	 TH E A CTS O F C ONVENTION 1976·2006 

Resolution Number: 2003-A064 

Title: Convene a Partnership to Address the Issue of Seminarian Debt 

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Substituted 

Final Text: 

Resolved, That the 74th General Convention direct the Standing Commission on Ministry Development 
to convene a partnership including members from the Church Pension Fund, the Episcopal Church 
Foundation, the Society for the Increase of the Ministry, the Episcopal Evangelical Education Society, 
the Council of Seminary Deans, and any other appropriate groups to address the urgent issue of 
seminarian debt and report back to the 75th General Convention with recommendations. This 
committee will include in its consideration the following points: 

determining the feasibility of amortizing seminary loan payments over the 
course of a cleric's career; 
including seminarian debt in the pension premium of parochial/institutional 
clergy, distributed over the course of a cleric's career; 
dioceses and congregations committing a greater proportion of income to the 
support of people preparing for ordination and lay professions; 
seeking funding support for the debt reduction of newly ordained persons 
who serve in priority mission areas that are under-served and under-funded, 
including new church plants, multicultural and specialized cultural ministries 
and rural areas; and 
the development of a fund to defray the educational expenses of seminarians 
through partnerships. 

Citation:	 General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of. .The Episcopal Church, Minneapolis, 
2003 (New York: General Convention , 2004), p. 475f. 
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for ordinands to those congregations which pay better than others. It was at the 62nd General Convention 
(1970) that the seminary deans and the Board for Theological Education first called for direct financial 
support from General Convention. This action later led to the passing of a resolution calling on parishes to 
commit 1% of their net budget income to the support of the seminaries of the Episcopal Church. In 1979 
the Convention reaffirmed the principle but raised the amount to 1.500/0. The 1% principle was reaffirmed 
at several Conventions which followed. The last reported Parochial Report figures from 1999 demonstrate 
that such support amounted to only .0027% (barely one quarter of one percent) of the called for support. 
Had support been sustained at 1.00% of net budget parish income, scholarship funds would have increased 
substantially and the cost of such education, training and formation would have been reduced significantly 
and the situation with our seminaries might be quite different. Meanwhile, the Episcopal Church remains 
the only major denomination in the United States that does not have a central funding source to support 
seminarians in their education, training and formation. While both the General Conventions of2006 and 
2003 called upon various stake-holding agencies of the Episcopal Church to study this issue and to make 
recommendations, the General Convention has yet to become part of the solution by providing any funding 
to support seminarians in need. Since 1789 we have consistently acted as if funding of seminaries and 
seminarians is someone else's problem, not our own. It is now time for the General Convention and its 
budget to become an active participant in the solution. 
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