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30.

31.

differences as well as similarities with encounters in different contexts outside the US.
We seek to be informed by the experience and reflection of our sisters and brothers living
among men and women of many religious traditions in many nations. We stand in
solidarity with each other, each seeking in our own circumstances to be faithful to the
gospel.

We have spoken in this statement of the need to love one's neighbor. We see that love
taking a variety of forms. Commitment to justice and mutual respect is the paramount
consideration for some, for whom the practice of Christian love is the most powerful
witness to the truth of the Gospel. Others, while not denying the witness of faithful lives,
believe that love demands the verbal proclamation of the Gospel and an open invitation to
all people to be reconciled to God in Christ. Still others understand evangelization as our
participation in God's transformation of human society. The love of God that Jesus
expressed in presence, compassion, healing, and justice: this we are called to live in
mission. The reconciliation that God offers a sinful and broken world in Jesus' death and
resurrection: this is the hope we offer the world in mission. As we seek to respond to
God's call to love our neighbor, we all must seek to avoid ways of interaction which do
violence to the integrity of human persons and communities.

We look for a way forward in the theology of companionship, as articulated in
Companions in Transformation. This statement, produced by the Standing Commission
on World Mission, reflects important developments in The Episcopal Church's
understanding of how we participate in global mission; it is currently in a process of
reception and review by the Church. Companions in Transformation outlines different
ways in which Episcopalians are called to engage in mission and witness, and we believe
these ways are also important in the service of interreligious dialogue. Companions states
that a church participating in God's mission may not be able to solve the anguish,
violence, and injustice suffered by companion churches. Even so, simply being present
in the place of fear, loss and isolation expresses the love of Christ. We seek to be in
companionship with our interfaith partners as we present ourselves in a variety of ways:

e  Witness: "You are witnesses of these things," said Jesus to his disciples
(Luke 24:48). Witness in word means sharing the story of what God has done
with us in light of the story of what God has done in Christ Jesus. Such
witness is a natural and inevitable fruit of life in Christ, and it is the heart of
evangelism as a mission imperative. Sharing the story with those who have
never heard it is a crucial gift. Sharing our story with others must be part of a
dialogue in which we listen to the stories others share with us, whether from
places of little faith or from other religious paths. The religious diversity of
the 21st century, like that of the early centuries of Christianity, calls us to
hold together the multiple tasks of listening, learning, and bearing witness to
Christ.

e Pilgrim: Pilgrims grow in their knowledge of God, learning as much as they
share, receiving as much as they give. The humility of this orientation and
the eagerness to learn from companions nurtures deep and lasting
relationships. The pilgrim motif opens the door to true mutuality, where, as
the 1966 Anglican Congress said about partnership, "all are givers and all are
receivers."

e Servant: Servanthood means that we listen to the stated needs of our
companions and look for signs of God's work in them. It means that we seek
to meet Christ in all situations. For Episcopalians, authentic servanthood is a
crucial counter to the assumptions we develop on the basis of our
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extraordinary access to the power of information, technology, and money.
Servanthood is a key mark for our church as a whole, though it is sometimes
perceived as a domineering church in a superpower nation.

Prophet: In companionship we often find our views of political, racial and
economic relationships in the world challenged and transformed.
Episcopalians in the 21st century are called to prophesy both to our own
church and to the world church that the Body of Christ may be a mustard
seed of God's Jubilee in the world, working justice for the whole human
family from all faiths.

Ambassador: In addition to witnessing in word and deed as ambassadors of
Christ, in companionship with interfaith partners we are ambassadors of our
own church. As Episcopalians in dialogue, we must be aware always that
companions are experiencing the vision, faithfulness, and integrity of The
Episcopal Church through our conversation, conduct, and life. The role of
ambassador also entails a commitment to represent fairly the life of The
Episcopal Church. We should not be hesitant in being Episcopalian
Christians, just as our interreligious partners are not hesitant in being faithful
Muslims, Jews, Buddhists, Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, Bahai, or other faiths, as we
are in dialogue with each other.

Host: "Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet," said Abraham to
the three strangers who appeared at Mamre (Genesis 18:4). "Let it be to me
according to your word," said Mary to the angel Gabriel (Luke 1:38). God is
not forcible but invites a response of hospitality. As we engage in
interreligious dialogue, hospitality must be central in our response.
Hospitality means that we listen to what our companions say, offer them
opportunities to experience the breadth of our church, and care for one
another. We are likewise called to be generous and hospitable with those
whom God brings to us, always respecting the practices and customs of our
partners.

Sacrament: As the body of Christ, the church is a sacrament of Christ, an
outward and visible sign of Christ's inward and spiritual grace. We are called
to be signs of God's mission to reconcile all people with one another and with
God in Christ. The people and communities we meet are likewise
sacramental signs of God's global presence. This sacramental emphasis helps
us to retain an incarnational focus on people, relationships, and community,
where God truly lives and where the most lasting impacts are made.

32. We are called and committed to be in companionship and partnership in interreligious
dialogue in these different ways. We believe that religions must stand together in
solidarity with all who are suffering and witness to the dignity of every human being. In
these ways, presence in mission becomes a courageous mode of peace-making in a
violent world. With ecumenical and interfaith groups, initiatives to encourage contact
and dialogue and to advocate for religious freedom are imperative for reconciliation amid
today's heightened tensions among religions. God is calling us to join hands with all, and
to speak out when religious freedom is curtailed and when the social, environmental,
economic, or political welfare of communities is damaged. We believe that authentic
Christian witness and evangelism that serve God's mission are compatible with authentic
interreligious dialogue.

33. At the outset of this statement, we recalled that one hundred and twenty years ago in the Chicago
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34.

Quadrilateral, The Episcopal Church formulated a definition of what it considered essential to
engage in ecumenical relations. Today Christianity lives and serves in a global setting in which
all of God's human creation is challenged to find common ground for our mutual flourishing.
Interreligious relations are vital to this. In seeking to articulate for this century the principles to
be considered for authentic interreligious relations and dialogue, we offer three gifts from The
Episcopal Church and the Anglican way:
e Our comprehensive way of thinking by which we balance Scripture, reason, and
tradition in relationship building;
e  Our belief system that centers on the Incarnation of God in Christ, and on the
Crucified One who leads us to self-emptying, forgiveness, and reconciliation; and
¢ Our practice of focusing mission in terms of service, companionship, and

partnership between people as demonstrative of God's embrace of human
life.

These gifts are especially suited for our time. The late Martin Luther King, Jr.,
celebrated in Lesser Feasts and Fasts, foresaw a time when as one all human beings of
every faith would have to learn to choose "a non-violent coexistence" over a "violent co-
annihilation", and to seek community over chaos. Interreligious relations are no longer
about competing faiths, but about mutual demonstrations of Love Incarnate. We close
this statement encouraged by Dr King's word: "Love is the key that unlocks the door
which leads to ultimate reality. This Hindu-Muslim-Christian-Jewish-Buddhist belief
about human reality is beautifully summed up in the first Epistle of St John: 'Let us love
one another; for love is of God; and everyone that loves is born of God and knows God.
The one who loves not does not know God, for God is love..... If we love one another
God dwells in us, and God's love is perfected in us.""

EXPLANATION:

In 2003, the Standing Commission on Ecumenical Relations was officially charged with
the Interreligious work of The Episcopal Church through Resolution DO10. During the
2003-2006 triennium, the Commission drafted Resolution A056: On the Topic of
Ecumenical Relations and Establishing a Basis for Interreligious Dialogue. This
Resolution was submitted to the 2006 General Convention, approved by the House of
Bishops, but did not reach the floor of the House of Deputies before adjournment.
During the 2006-2009 triennium, the Interreligious Relations Subcommittee of the
SCEIR worked to develop a more substantive theological statement to clarify the
theological and historical rationale for The Episcopal Church's engagement with other
religious traditions. The Rev. Daniel Appleyard served as chair, along with the Rt. Rev.
Alan Scarfe, the Rt. Rev. Ted Gulick and Ms. Kate Ketcham. The Rev. Dr. Gwynne
Guibord and Dr. Thomas Ferguson served as consultants and provided staff support. In
addition, the Rev. Dr. Randy Lee and Dr. Michael Trice of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of America's Division for Ecumenical and Interreligious Relations participated in
the Committee's work as full communion partners. The SCEIR presents the
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following Statement on Interreligious Relations for consideration and endorsement at the
2009 General Convention. Further information, including a list of Frequently Asked
Questions about the statement, may be found at
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/ecumenism.
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