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Resolution Number: 1979-A035
Title: Declare a Statement on Christian Unity
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Amended
Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That this 66th General Convention declares:

The visible unity we seek will be one eucharistic fellowship. As an expression of and a means toward
this goal, the uniting Church will recognize itself as a communion of Communions, based upon
acknowledgment of catholicity and apostolicity. In this organic relationship all will recognize each
other's members and ministries. All will share the bread and the cup of the Lord. All will acknowledge
each other as belonging to the Body of Christ at all places and at all times. All will proclaim the Gospel
to the world with one mind and purpose. All will serve the needs of humankind with mutual trust and
dedication. And for these ends all will plan and decide together in assemblies constituted by authorized
representatives whenever and wherever there is need. We do not yet see the shape of that collegiality,
conciliarity, authority and primacy which need to be present and active in the Diocese with its Parishes
as well as nationally, regionally, universally; but we recognize that some ecclesial structure will be
necessary to bring about the expressions of our unity in the Body of Christ described above. We do
not yet know how the particular traditions of each of the Communions will be maintained and developed
for the enrichment of the whole Church. We do not see how the Church will be shaped by the particular
histories and cultures within which she is called to fulfill her mission. All Christians are challenged
to express more fully among themselves the biblical call to mutual responsibility and interdependence.
We believe ways can now be found to express this call to a communion of the Churches in the Body
of Christ. As the Churches become partners in mission they will move from present interrelatedness
to interdependence.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, Denver,
1979 (New York: General Convention, 1980), p. C-47.
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ToOPIC/TITLE: Ecumenical Shared Ministries

PROPOSER: The Rev. Carol S. Hosler

C&C PAGE:

BB PAGE:

Resolved, the House of concurring, That the 76th General Convention charge

the Standing Commission on Ecumenical Relations to study the merits of having a canon
which addresses the matter of ecumenical shared ministries, resolving such questions as
the appropriate jurisdictional level for such regulations within the structure of the
Episcopal Church and opportunities for ecumenical sharing including with denominations
with which we do not yet have full Eucharistic sharing. If such a canon is deemed
appropriate, this Convention does charge the Standing Commission on Ecumenical
Relations to develop said canon to be considered by the 77th General Convention.

EXPLANATION:

With the permission of my bishop and at the appointment of the Bishop of the DesertSouthwest Conference
of the United Methodist Church, I am serving part-time as a cross-denominational appointed pastor of a
United Methodist congregation which seeks to be openly and intentionally multi-denominational in a tiny
town which has no Episcopal, ELCA (or Presbyterian) church. I am mutually accountable at this time to my
bishop and the United Methodist District Superintendent and Bishop of the Desert Southwest Conference
of The United Methodist Church. While the Episcopal Church is already partnered with many ELCA
congregations, and while both the United Methodists and the ELCA have guidelines in place for
ecumenical shared ministries, we do not. The proposed canon could address such matters as the expected
contents of an ecumenical shared ministry agreement (property, apportionments, connections, etc.) and dual
(if not multiple) clerical accountabilities.

Endorser(s): The Rev. Harriet Linville, The Rev. Dr. Douglas E Sparks
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