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I 

Anglican. Council sets . 
Lambeth. meeting for 1978 

CHAGUARAMAS, TRINIDAD­
Acting on advice of the Anglican 
Consultative Council (ACC), which 
met here late in March, Archbishop 
of Canterbury Donald Coggan will 
call a Lambeth Conference to meet 
in Canterbury, England, inl978. 

The ACC, whose main function 
is to promote cooperation between 
all the Churches of the Anglican 
Communion and between them 
and the rest of the world, acted in 
accordance with the 1968 Lambeth 
request that it advise on the calling 
of future Lambeths: their time, 
place, and agenda. 

This was the most newsworthy 
and costly decision the ACC made 
during its 10-day meeting. A 500-
member Lambeth-all diocesan 
bishops from the Anglican Com­
munion, 40 assistant bishops pri-

ACC DELEGATE Rustin Kimsey, who 
attended meeting with Dr. Marion Kel­
leran and Presiding Bishop John Allin. 

marily from Africa and Asia, and 
up to 60 consultants and observers 
-is expected to cost at least $1 mil­
lion and, with inflation, the figure 
could be much higher. 

ACC members chose the 500-
member Lambeth over an alterna­
tive proposal, a Canterbury Confer­
ence for 22{) bishops, A1.X's 70 
members, and 15 consultants. Such 
a conference would cost half the 
money and combine the work of 
the ACC and Lambeth, but ACC 
members favored the full Lambeth 
Conference. tllany were afraid a 
combined conference would per­
manently alter the ACC's nature. 

Inside This Issue 
OPINION, OCCULT, AND OLE; Is lay 
ministry a dirty word?, page 5. An exor­
cism that worked, page 6. Cheers to 
pledgers, page 5. Women, pages 8, 9. 
COVER: The exuberance of Eastertide 
is symbolized in the faces of children at 
Swarthmore Presbyterian Church's Nurs­
ery School, Swarthmore, Pa. 
BICEN SPECIAL: The 16-page insert, 
beginning on page 11, was prepared by 
the Diocese of Pennsylvania. Reprints are 
available from the Diocese of Pennsylva­
nia, 1700 Market St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
19103, for 10 cents per copy, minimum 
order of 25. 

"Being at the ACC has been one 
of the memorable events of my 
own life," said David Bleakley of 
Northern Ireland. "I don't want 
anything done to the ACC at tllis 
stage-think how much we've 
achieved in our meetings." 

The Rev. Maurice Betteridge of 
Australia added, "We are in the 
midst of a developing, significant, 
exciting process, and that shouldn't 
be lost sight of in some other kind 
of gathering." 

Some members opposed the idea 
of another Lambeth. Bishop Leslie 
Brown of St. Edmundsbury and 
Ipswich deplored holding a confer­
ence which would appear to be a 
grand get-together and little else in 
the world's eyes. He recalled that 
at the 1968 Lambeth a party of 
American bishops flew to Copen­
hagen for a few hours simply to en­
joy the night life. 

"I don't think we should have a 
full Lambeth unless we can define 
the purpose clearly," he said. "The 
cost of preparation is great indeed." 
Pointing out that the Church of 
England is being hard-pressed fi­
nancially, he added, "This decision 

Continued on page 34 

"" I 
A HAPPY, PROUD FAMILY greeted the news when Louise Fletcher won an 
Academy Award for best actress and sent her deaf parents a sign language mes­
sage over television. "I want to thank my mother and my father for teaching me 
to have a dream," Miss Fletcher signed. "You are seeing my dream come true." 
In Birmingham, Ala., her father, the Rev. Robert Capers Fletcher, now 76, an 
Episcopal priest who spent 22 years preaching to deaf congregations in eight 
Southern states, and his wife Estelle received the news with joy. Mrs. Fletcher 
crossed her arms over her heart to say what she felt when her daughter spoke to 
them on television. IVIiss Fletcher, one of four children, graduated from All 
Saints' School, Vicksburg, Miss. Her brother, John, also an Episcopal priest, is 
president of lntermet, an interfaith seminary in Washington, D.C. Mrs. Fletcher 
begged her daughter to bring home her Oscar, "so I can feel it and touch it." 

- -New York Times Pictures/Jim Ware 

North Carolina enjoys trilingual visit 

AT CHRIST CHURCH, Charlotte, N.C., Bishops Luc Garnier, Thomas Fraser, and 
James Te Ming Pong posed for a picture. 

February 15 began an exciting 
week for Episcopalians in the Di­
ocese of North Carolina and for 
the three bishops who participated 
in the Bishops' Crusade of ~.'fission 
and Renewal. For six days Bishop 
Luc Anatole Jacques Garnier of 
Haiti and Bishop James Te Ming 
Pong of Taiwan joined Bishop 
Thomas A. Fraser for visits, meet­
ings, confirmations, and preaching. 

All three bishops confirmed and, 
during the Eucharist, administered 
the elements in their native 
tongues: French, Chinese, and 
English. Both visiting bishops 
preached in English. 

Over 125 persons from 15 North 
Carolina congregations were pre­
sented during special services held 
at St. Philip's, Durham; Calvary, 
Tarboro: Holy Trinity, Greens­
boro; and Christ Church, Char-

lotte. Each confirmand received a 
special certificate signed by the 
three bishops. 

According to Bishop Fraser, 
people in the diocese "were 
thrilled and excited. They felt it 
should be an annual event." 

The presence of three bishops, 
representing different languages, 
races, and cultures, made the ex­
perience unique "and gave poeple 
a feeling they really belong to a 
universal Church," Bishop Fraser 
said. 

Bishop Garnier wrote, "The Cru­
sade was so joyful I had the feel­
ing I was one of the faithful in the 
pews. Such manifestation raises up 
always my sense of belonging to a 
community really vital and Chris­
tian." 

Bishop Pong wrote that the visit 
was "a new experience to me. It is 

the first time I confirmed outside 
of my diocese in another country 
and together with two other bish­
ops." 

All participants would agree 
with Bishop Pong's assessment 
that it was good for American 
Episcopalians to "realize that the 
Church is universal, world wide, 
and so gain a wider vision and be­
come more missionary-minded." 

The Diocese of North Carolina's 
Overseas Mission Committee and 
Jeannie Willis, of the Episcopal 
Church Center st?ff in New York 
City, coordinated the Crusade. 

\() 

AT ST. PHILIP'S, Durham, Bishops Gar- ~ 
nier and Pong enjoyed a reception with -:. 
the Rev. Harrison Simons, coordinator ~ 
of the Bishops' Crusade. ::E 
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WORLD 
versus blacks, the better off versus 
the poor, the newer regions of the 
country versus the old, and the 
suburbs versus both rural areas and 
central cities." Andrew F. Brim­
mer said that gains made during 
the strong economy of the 1960's 
had been wiped out and that re­
cently the disadvantaged had fal­
len farther behind society's more 
fortunate members. 

when the Diocese of Dallas ob­
served l'lational Christian College 
Day, scheduled annually the Sun­
day after Easter to focus on Epis­
copal educational institutions. 

NEWS NEW YORK-Representatives of 
nine ofthe 10 accredited Episcopal 
seminaries met in mid-March to dis­
cuss how to gain support for the 
suggestion that each parish in the 
Church annually set aside an a­
mount equat to 3 percent of its op­
erating budget to support theologi­
cal education. Financial support of 
seminaries has never been included 
in the Church's national budget. 

BRIEFS 
ATLANTA-For the first time in 
its history, the National Council 
of Churches' Governing Board has 
adopted a policy statement on e­
vangelism, affirming it as "the pri­
mary function of the Church." 

LON DON-Both compulsory reli­
gious education and daily worship 
will continue in Britain's state 
schools; the House of Commons 
voted recently to uphold the 1944 
Education Act which mandates 
both. Apparently little support 
has been generated for removing 
Christian education from the state 
schools. 

COLUMBIA-God has arrived in 
South Carolina. The Rev. James R. 
God, that is. He was recently in­
stalled as pastor of the Congaree 
Baptist Church in nearby Gadsden. 

NEW YdRK-A series of public 
hearings on funeral industry prac­
tices opened here April 20. The 
Federal Trade Commission (FTC) 
scheduled the six hearings to help 
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develop a proposed trade regula­
tion rule Jor the funeral industry. 
The FTC will hear testimony on 
practices-:or abuses-in 30 areas 
of the industry. Other hearings are 
set for Chicago, Ill., May 10; Seat­
tle, Wash., June 1; Los Angeles, 
Calif., June 9; Atlanta, Ga., June 
28; and Washington, D.C., July 19. 

TORONTO-Or. Philip Potter, gen­
eral secretary of the World Council 
of Churches (WCC), said here Rho-

ATLANTA-This spring's Episco­
pal Series radio program features 
Presiding Bishop John M. Allin. 
"Saints and Sinners Along the A­
merican Way" is the theme for 
Bishop Allin's 15 sermons on the 
Episcopal portion of the Protestant 
Hour, which began April 25. The 
series is available without cost and 
is scheduled for some 600 stations 
in 43 states, the District of Colum­
bia, and several foreign countries. 
Check local stations for details. 

desia's white minority government CAPETOWN-Canon Lawrence Be-
would have to bear the blame if kisisa Zulu will succeed his uncle, 
war broke out there. Rhodesian Anglican Bishop Alphaeus Zulu, as 
Anglican Bishop John Burrough of head of the Diocese of Zululand. 
Mashonaland said in London he - -Bishop Alphaeus Zulu was the first 
opposes both the current regime black bishop elected in South Afri-
and WCC grants to "freedom fight- ca. In another church appoint-
ers." The prelate contended that ment, the Rev. Michael Nuttall will 
the government's fall would in- succeed Bishop Edward George 
crease "starvation and bloodshed" Knapp-'Fisher as Bishop of Pretoria. 
in Africa. 

BOSTON-According to a Harvard 
Business School economist, "Over 
the last five years income has been 
redistributed so as to favor whites 
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ford, formerly Bishop of Peterbor­
ough in eastern England, Bishop 
of London, and Vicar General of 
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was enthroned as Bishop of Bermu­
da at Holy Trinity Cathedral here 
in February. 
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the Anglican Fellowship of Prayer. 
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Church/Society committee 
suggests new structures 

Episcopal Church grants pro­
grams should be part of the 
Church's total ministry and not be 
seen as a separate program, a Spe­
cial Advisory Committee on the 
Church in Society -decided at an 
April meeting in New York City. 

The committee produced a pro­
posal for realignment of programs, 
using existing Episcopal Church 
Center staff as well as documents 
on theology and methods for social 
ministry in the 1970's. 

The 26-member committee, 
formed to advise Executive Coun­
cil on social policy, heard reports 
from each of four task forces estab­
lished in February. The task forces 
reported on theology, support for 
social ministry, identification of 
issues, and the grants program. 

During the grants task force re­
port, Dr. Howard Meredith, Okla­
homa City, said Indians did not 
wish to participate in any Execu­
tive Council programs, preferring 
to work at regional and local levels. 

Grants programs were central to 
the proposal prepared for presenta­
tion to Council in April. The ad 
hoc panel chaired by Dr. Charles 

Lawrence, Pomona, N.Y., and Bish­
op Paul Moore, Jr., of New York, 
will recommend keeping ethnic 
ministries (Hispanic, black, Asian) 
and other social programs (aging, 
public issues, blind) with autono­
mous grant capacity for Church­
related programs but would add a 
community grants program with 
eligibility "based on human need 
without regard to ethnic qualifica­
t~n." 

The committee dealt openly 
with fears that the Church may be 
moving away from its commitment 
to effective minority ministry. 
Bishop Richard B. ~lartin, execu­
tive for ministries, tried to allay 
those fears. "We must assume the 
Episcopal Church is not attempting 
to avoid or discard its responsibility 
in social mission," he said, "but 
rather wants at this time to take a 
critical look at what it is doing." 

The theology task force told the 
group that piety and social action 
should be balanced. "Let's stop ar­
guing either/or and do both," said 
the Rev. Wi~liam Spurrier, Middle­
town, Conn., task force chairman. 
· -Janette Pierce 
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Teens enthusiastic about 

New York-Nightwatch 
A candlelight procession glows 

in the midnight darkness of New 
York's Cathedral Church of St. 
John the Divine almost every Fri­
day night. 

Approximately 30 teenager!! 
from Episcopal congregations in 
the New York area process the 
one-tenth mile from the west to 
the east end of the Cathedral, 
complete with cross and incense, 
candles and litany. In a chapel be­
hind the high altar, they and their 
adult leaders celebrate the Eucha­
rist, the high point of an overnight 
program that also includes games 
and meals in the undercroft, a 
meditation by a Cathedral staff 
member, and a demonstration of 
the 8,000-pipe organ. 

After the midnight service, the 
groups spend the night on cots in 
the undercroft. The next day they 
take a tour of the huge Gothic­
style edifice. 

The Nightwatch program takes 
its name from a verse in the 63rd 
Psalm, which in some versions 
reads: "I meditate on your glory 
in the nightwatch." 

The Rev. Peter Larom, rector of 
St. George's Church, Queens, orig­
inated the idea last year. In his 
former position as assistant at 
Christ Church, Tarrytown, N.Y., 

he took a group of youngsters to a 
Cathedral Lenten program. He 
found they were excited by both 
program and building and decided 
more young people should experi­
ence the Cathedral. After receiving 
Dean James P. Morton's enthusias­
tic support, Father Larom began 
Nightwatch in October. 

Since then Father, Larom has 
spent three or four weekends a 
month leadingjthe program. More 
than 25 youtn groups from the 
Dioceses of New York, Long 
Island, and Central New York 
have taken part. Other groups­
including some Roman Catholic 
ones-will be added to the sched­
ule. 

"Nightwatch is a way to make 
the Cathedral's beauty and mys­
tique more alive to young people,'' 
Father Larom says. They feel a 
sense of pilgrimage when coming­
sometimes long distances-to the 
Cathedral, and they enjoy the 
loosely structured program which 
allows them plenty of free time to 
explore on their own. 

In the darkness the Cathedral's 
stone walls and pillars, illuminated 
by only a few candles and the 
city's glow through stained glass, 
give participants a sense of God's 
presence. The candlelight proces-

IN THE DARKENED cathedral, Canon Edward N. West, sub-dean of St. John's, dis­
cusses the meaning of religion with a group of youngsten. 

sion is a form of corporate prayer, 
Father Larom says, and the quiet 
Eucharist is a fitting response to 
the spiritual surroundings. 

One Friday night two groups 
took part in the program: one 
from Christ Church, Bronxville, 
N.Y., led by the Rev. Neal Brown, 
and one from St. John's Church, 
Larchmont, N.Y., led by the Rev. 
John Covington. 

Afterward both priests reported 
the youngsters were awed by the 
building and enthusiastic about 
the experience. Both thought the 
program provided a good oppor­
tunity for young people to learn 
about the Cathedral's importance 
and for adult leaders to become 

better acquainted with the mem­
bers of their youth groups. "The 
thing that excited one girl most," 
Father Brown said, "was she could 
wear blue jeans-and that made 
her feel more like herself." 

Both men also said that young­
sters who normally are not church­
goers or regular youth group mem­
bers have been the most eager par­
ticipants. 

Parishes interested in scheduling 
a Nightwatch for their young 
people may write to the Rev. Jon­
athan King, Cathedral Church of 
St. John the Divine, 1047 Amster­
dam Ave., New York, N.Y. 10025. 

-Jan A. Maas 
Editor, The Episcopal New Yorker 

Group questions Spong's view · of theology 
Seventy Episcopalians have ques­

tioned the ''theological soundness" of 
the Rev. John S. Spong, elected to be 
Bishop Coadjutor .of Newark, "in the 
light of a public statement he made in 
1974 which appeared to deny the . 
Church's teaching that Christ is divine." 

In a letter to diocesan bishops and 
standing committees, the ad hoc group 
of Concerned Episcopalians asked that 
consents to Mr. Spong's election be with­
held if "he [is found still to] stand upon 
the apparent meaning of what he has 
said and written." 

Canon law requires that a majority of 
the Church's 113 diocesan bishops and 
standing committees must approve a 
candidate's election before he can be 
consecrated. The Diocese of Newark is 
now circulating the dioceses for stand­
ing committee consents to Mr. Spong's 
election. . 

The 70 petitioners-including the 
Rev. Carroll Simcox, editor of The Uv-

"ANYBODY WHO HATES is blocking 
traffic," the Rev. 1\llartin Luther King, 
Sr., said during a memorial service in 
Notre Dame, Ind., for his son, slain civil 
rights leader, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Mr. King, whose wife was also assassinat­
ed, said he does not hate anyone for the 
deaths, "and you shouldn't either." 

-RNS photo 

ing Church; the Rev. Robert Morse of the 
American Church Union; and the Rev. 
Howard Foland, editor of The Anglican 
Digest-asked the bishops and standing 
committees particularly to question Mr. 
Spong on a statement he made in Octo­
ber, 1974, in Richmond, Va., in which 
he said, " ... it would be inaccurate both 
historically and theologically to portray 
the Christian position as asserting that 
Jesus is God." 

The open letter also cited eight quo­
tations from Mr. Spong's book, This He­
brew Lord, which the signers labeled un­
orthodox. 

Though the group said its letter was a 
"spontaneous reaction" to Mr. Spong's 
election to be coadjutor, the dispute be­
gan in late 1974 when Mr. Spong, rector 
of St. Paul's, Richmond, Va., participat­
ed in a televised Jewish-Christian dia­
logue with Rabbi Jack Spiro. After that 
debate Dr. Simcox charged in The Liv­
ing Church that Mr. Spong said "the 
belief that Jesus is God is not the 
Christian position." 

During that dialogue Mr. Spong said, 
"I am a Christian. The thing that makes 
me a Christian is I believe that in Jesus 
of Nazareth God was fully revealed to 
the world. But having said that, let me 
say that so much of the verbiage we 
Christians use to portray our Christ to 
the world is not biblical at all. For exam­
ple, the Bible never says that Jesus is God. 
God is 'wholly other' in both the Old 
Testament and the New Testament. Je­
sus, in the Gospel, is .portrayed as praying 
to God; and He is obviously not praying 
to Himself. Jesus even uses the deeply in­
timate Aramaic word Abba as His name 
for God. We translate it 'Father.' It 
might better be translated ,'dear Father' 
or 'my loving Father.' It has an inti,nate 
quality. Certainly in the mind of Jesus 
and in the minds of every New Testa­
ment writer, Jesus and God were not 
identical. It would be inaccurate both 
historically and theologically to portray 
the Christian position as asserting that 

.• ~ • ..__ "\ .... ...il. J 

Jesus is God. Now, later in Western Chris­
tendom, that assertion is made quite 
simplistically, but it is not biblical.'' 

Later in that dialogue, Mr. Spong con­
tinued: "[Jesus] is, forme, both a Jewish 
man and my Lord; or, in theological lan­
guage, He is to me both a Hebrew Jesus 
and the Christian Christ. This is the un­
derstanding of Christianity that I want 
to offer the world. 

"To me this Hebrew Lord is a magnif­
icent union of everything Jewish togeth­
er with the central affirmation of Chris­
tianity. He is the full revealer of the God 
Yahweh in history. He is my Lord, my 
savior: the Christ.'' 

In an interview with Religious News 
Service, Mr. Spong responded to Con­
cerned Episcopalians' charges, saying 
there is "no part" of the Apostles and 
Nicene Creeds "that I do not believe 
without reservation.'' He said his views 

have not "consciously or unconsciously" 
moved beyond the bounds of the his­
toric creeds. 

Mr. Spong said he distinguished be­
tween the "framework" of the faith and 
the manner in which it is expressed. In 
that sense, he said, he made statements 
about the non-literalness of the raising 
of Lazarus, the events surrounding Jesus' 
birth, and Jesus' ascension which the pe­
titioning group cited. 

The Diocese of Newark's standing 
. committee was planning to issue a state­
ment about the controversy as we went 
to press. Committee members told The 
Episcopalian Mr. Spong had been ques­
tioned on these points when he came to 
the diocese, both before and after his 
March 6 election, and that no great op­
position is apparent in that diocese. 
None of the 70 signers is from the Dio­
cese of Newark. 

Bishop Allin clarifies stand 
In February, in a speech to the 

diocesan convention of Mississippi, 
Presiding Bishop Allin predicted 
the General Convention would 
vote to ordain women priests. 

After that statement was re­
ported by Religious News Service 
(see The Episcopalian, March 
issue), Richard S. Hart, Jr., of Riv­
erside, Conn., wrote Bishop Allin, 
expressing his disappointment 
"that you had made your own 
stand on women in the priesthood 
known .... " Mr. Hart said the Pre­
siding Bishop's prediction will 
"be used to persuade the many 
young, green deputies to jump on 
the bandwagon." 

In late March Bishop Allin re­
plied to Mr. Hart's letter: "The 
main point I wish to make to you 

is I did not change my position in 
Mississippi and announce that I in­
tend to vote for the ordination of 
women. There have been times un­
der pressures that I wish that such 
a vote would be right. To date, I 
am not so convinced." 

Bishop Allin said he had been 
trying "to encourage the members 
of this Church to remain and strug-
gle within the community of faith- -
in spite of the most serious ques- M 

tions we will face that may threat-
en to divide us." 

Bishop Allin regretted "the 
words have failed to convey the 
full meaning of my convictions." >a 

f\fr. Hart, in a letter to several :; 
Episcopal publications, said he 
found the Presiding Bishop's re- ~ 
sponse "reassuring." :::?J 
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What you 
should 

know 
about 

Life Insurance 
by CHARLES DOCKENDORFF 

Vice President 
Church Life Insurance Corp. 

Faculty, The College of Insurance 

To assist you with plannmg your family 's fi­
nancial future, Mr. Dockendorff answers ques­
tions that come across the desks at Church 
Life and welcomes additional questions from 
readers. 

a. What can you tell me about the Gift An­
nuities offered by some religious and chari· 
table organizations? 
A. A gift annuity calls for an individual to give 
cash or assets to such an organization in re­
turn for a guarantee that a risk-free annuity 
income will be paid to the donor for life. The 
individual donor assures himself and/or 
someone else of this lifetime income while at 
the same time his gift is put to work in ad­
vancing the program or purposes of an or­
ganization in which he has a deep interest. 

a. What are the advantages in buying such 
a contract? 

I A. The gift annuity has advantages compar­
able to the regular life annuity contract issued 
by insurance companies. Considerable com­
fort and peace of mind comes from the assur­
ance that an income in a guaranteed amount 
will be received for life. There is no need to 
be concerned about management of funds or 
the ups and downs of the economic system. 
This very lack of worry, this lack of money­
management problems, may actually prolong 
an annuitant's life. 
Further, there are tax advantages to the gift 
annuity. A specific' part of the gift, depending 
upon age, is considered a contribution for 
religious and charitable purposes. This part 
may be deducted for federal income-tax pur­
poses, subject to the maximum limitation of 
30% of adjusted gross income. Further, a 
portion of the arinuity income received each 
year is excludable from taxable income. If the • 
gift annuity is purchased by a transfer of as-' 
sets other than cash, there can be a capital 
gains advantage. Sale of securities might sub­
ject the individual to a capital gains tax. By 
giving the securities in exchange for a gift 
annuity, the individual may eliminate a-part 
of his tax. 
Finally, it is possible to p·urchase a gift annuity 
agreement for another individual. In such a 
case; a twofold tax advantage is received, for 
the donor will have the tax advantages of the 
gift and the donee will have the annual in­
come exclusion on his income-tax return. 

a. Can the Episcopal Church benefit from a 
gift annuity? 
A. The Episcopal Church Foundation is the 
only organization in our Church, to our knowl­
edge, which offers such a program. You may 
wish to write them at 815 Second Avenue, 
New York, NY 10017 

Have you a question? 
Send it today to: 

Mr. Charles Dockendorff 
Church Life Insurance Corporation 
800 Second Ave., New York, N.Y. 10017 

Available for 1976-1977 
"Sensitive and Stunning" 

FATHER IAN & CAROLINE 
Concerts, Conventions, Confer­
ences. Workshops, Liturgical 
Celebtations. Preaching Mis­
sions, "Cabaret Evenings". 
"They are alive and warm; they 
entertain; they are Christian and 
they make you glad you are." 

-The Bishop of Erie 

Order Now! 
Father lan Mitchell's 

Rite 2 Eucharistic Setting 
"MORNING GLORY" 

Recording $5.00 Vocal Edition 60¢ 
Organ Edition $3.00 

OMEGA PRODUCTIONS 
A.D. #2, Box 71, Hudson, N.Y.12534 

(518) 851-7488 

Switchboard 
So that we may print the largest possible num­
ber, all letters are subject to condensation. 

- The Editors 

FORUM ON THE 
PROPOSED BOOK 
One of the deputies from the Diocese of 
North Carolina asked me for reasons for 
my opposition to the Draft Proposed 
Book, so I earnestly set forth some of 
them. 

The proposed book is too large for 
convenient handling. It has 1,001 pages in 
contrast to the Prayer Book's 611 pages. 

If it goes to fmal publication, taking 
into account past and future expenses of 
the Liturgical Commission wi~h printing 
and distribution, etc., the estimated cost 
will run into millions of dollars. 

The many pages of directions and op­
tions offered will result in the clergy's 
having to spend much time trying to fig~ 
ure out what services to use as well as 
spending more time and money mimeo­
graphing the services selected so the con­
gregation will know what to do and say. 

The proposed book has 65 pages for 
Morning and Evening Prayer (two rites 
for each) compared to 31 in the Prayer 
Book. Then there are 14 more pages for 
Worship for the Evening and Compline, 
plus five more of added instructions­
making a total of 79 pages to take the 
place of the present simple forms of 
Morning and Evening Prayer. , . 

The wording of the Apostles Creed 
is changed. Prayers for the Clergy and 
People and for the President and all in 
Civil Authority are omitted. The Epistles 
and Gospels are omitted, but collects 
alone take up 102 pages. 

To replace the Prayer Book's 22-page 
Holy Communion service is a 93-page 
Holy Eucharist. The Decalogue is in two 
places, but only in abbreviated form. 
. Most shocking is the liberty taken 
with the Nicene Creed. These are changes 
in theology: 1) "we believe" instead of 
"I believe"; 2) "seen and unseen" for 
"visible and invisible"; 3) the filioque 
clause ("and the Son") is omitted, there­
by following the Eastern rite rather than 
the Anglican and Western; 4) the provi­
sion for the reservation of the sacrament 

- is contrary to the fmal section of Article 
XXVIII of The Articles of Religion; and 
5) four pages of" Additional Directions." 

The Good Friday service is innovative: 
wooden crosses may be brought in; what 
are Reproaches (page 281) and who in­
vented them? 

Finally, what liberties have been taken 
with the solemn and historic wedding 
service! The new proposal just about 
says, "Do your thing." 

I object to a homily (sermon or talk 
by minister, family, or friend) at a mar­
riage or burial service because our Church 
has always had the same service for 
prince or pauper. 

There are many more serious objec­
tions. 

Francis 0. Qarkson 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Despite its many admirable qualities, the 
"Blue Book" has one glaring failure. Al­
though we were promised a book in 
which the traditional and the contempo­
rary would be evenly balanced, we fmd 
the scales are unfairly tilted in favor of 
the contemporary even though studies 
show most Episcopal parishes are using 
one or another of the liturgies phrased 
in the traditional form, presumably be­
cause this is the language the majority 
of churchpeople favor for worship. 

Simple justice demands that the litur­
gical needs of this vast number of wor­
shippers be given at least equal attention 
in any revision of the Prayer Book adopt­
ed by General Convention. Any book 
that fails to do this would be inadequate 
for the wor&hip life of the majority of 
the faithful. 

OTHER LITURGY COMMENTS 
I have come across mimy articles on the 
pros and cons about The Book of Com­
mon Prayer and the Trial Liturgy. The 
articles written on this subject have all 
been very exciting and enlightening. 

I am not against The Book of Com­
mon Prayer. Neither am I opposed to 
change and revision. I am for that shape 
of the liturgy that has the grace to carry 
itself across and common enough to lend 
itself to be expressed into the racial, cul­
tural, and temperamental differences 
amongst the peoples of God as The Book 
of Common Prayer has proven itself in 
history. 

I am for that liturgy that can continue 
to be the unique symbol of our spiritual 
fellowship and can bear witness to the 
balance of doctrine and standard of wor­
ship that makes the Anglican Commun­
ion unique. 

Narcisco V. Ticobay 
Zamboanga, Philippines 

I am a lifelong Episcopalian (59 years), 
and I really don't like the new liturgy. 
After the last five years of trials (it seems 
like 20), I am just tired of the whole 
thing. I finally asked our priest to give 
us back the General Confession with all 
its guts, but it came too late. 

The Church has lost its elegance and 
its "class." Was that really all I was inter­
ested in? Was that the real power of the 
Episcopal Church? 

Nan Blacker 
Lancaster, Texas 

WORDS TO GENERAL 
CONVENTION: WOMEN 
I know there are people who don't·want 
to hear another word about the ordina­
tion of women. But from conversations 
with fellow Episcopalians, I believe there 
are others who would like to know more 
about the pros and cons if they could 
do so without feeling pressed by one side 
or the other. For their sakes and in the 
interest of more fruitful discussion, I 
would like to suggest the following 
books which include arguments on both 
sides of the question. · 

These four may be ordered from any · 
bookstore: The Ordination of Women: 
Pro and Con, Hamilton and Montgomery, 
editors, published by Morehouse; Women 
Priests, Yes or No, Hewitt and Hiatt, 
Seabury Press; To Be A Priest: Perspec- . 
tives on Vocation and Ordination, Ter­
williger and Holmes, editors, Seabury 
Press; and Women and Orders, Ruether, 
Paulist Press. 

A good collection of articles pro and 

con is in the September, 1975, issue of 
St. Luke's Journal o [Theology published 
jointly by Nashotah House and the Uni­
versity of the South's School of Theolo­
gy. It can be bought for $2 from the 
University Press of Sewanee, Sewanee, 
Tenn. 37375. 

Our Call, written by a group of wom­
en seeking ordination, can be ordered 
from Fran Trott, 20 Geneva Court, 
Wayne, N.J. 07470, and the Ruach Pa­
pers on this issue are sent to anyone who 
joins the Episcopal Women's Caucus, 
Box 579, New York, N.Y. 10011. 

Eleanor Lewis 
Baltimore, Md. 

May I be allowed to reply to your edito­
rial, "Let's say 'No' to No-No" in the 
March issue? I was brought up in the Elim 
Foursquare Pentecostal Church on the 
African mission field. At Cambridge Uni­
versity under the influence of the dean 
of my college (Trinity Hall) and Owen 
Chadwick, I became an Anglican. I did 
so because I found in Anglicanism a true 
branch of the Holy Catholic and Apos­
tolic Church of the ages as well as the 
most beautiful liturgy in Christendom 
and the most biblical doctrinal standards 
in the Thirty-nine Articles. 

I was ordained into this Anglican 
Communion in 19 52. For 24 years I have 
loved and served the ecclesiaAnglicana in 
Canada, England, and the United States. 

Now you are asking me to accept the 
decision to ordain women which is a 
foregone conclusion and remain in the 
Episcopal Church. The whole point of 
this tragic decision to ordain women to 
the Anglican priesthood and episcopate 
is it will bring about a qualitative change 
in the whole structure, ethos, and doc­
trine of the American branch of the An­
glican Communion. , 

E. L. Hebden Taylor 
Sioux Center, Iowa 

As one of those disgruntled Episcopali­
ans who oppose the ordination of wom­
en, may I be so bold as to return our Pre­
siding Bishop's words to him(and others 
who feel women priests are the vanguard 
of the future or are inevitable anyway 
so why fight them?): 

Please "do not break" away from the 
teachings and traditions of the One Holy 
Catholic and Apostolic Church of which 
we are a part and to which we constant­
ly affirm our faith in the Nicene and 
Apostles' Creeds "unless you are en­
dowed with judgmental qualities of God 
Himself (which none of us are) and know 
you are absolutely right and tP.e rest of 
the world absolutely wrong." 

Rose Dempsey 
Goldsboro, N.C. 

In answer to Michael H. Day's letter 
(February issue) wherein he stated that 

Continued on page 2 7 
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Kenneth Aldrich 
Westville, N.J. "Fellow parishionen, I would like to introduce our new Bishop." 
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National program pledges up 
Over the past few years the 

number of dioceses which have 
agreed to pay their full share of 
the General Church Program budg­
et has been increasing. In 1971 -on­
ly 42 dioceses pledged their full 
apportionment, but in 1972 the 
number rose to 74. 

After a slump back to 60 in 
1973, the number rose again to 74 
in 1974 and 75 in 1975. This year 
81 dioceses have agreed to pay 
what they have been asked. 

"Very encouraging" are the 
words ~.tfatthew Costigan, treasurer, 
uses to describe the Episcopal 
Church's income picture this year. 
He notes that in 1976 dioceses have 
pledged $11,220,007 to the Gen­
eral Church Program budget, up 
from $10,342,000 in 1973. This 
year marks the first time in many 
years income has jumped during 
the third year of a triennium, the 
three years between General Con­
ventions. Normally, income is high­
er the first year of each triennium, 
the so-called Convention year. 

Increased diocesan giving has al­
lowed the Church to set a $13,803,-
000 General Church Program budg-

et. Mr. Costigan expects about 
$14,130,000 for 1977. 

What caused the increase in the 
Episcopal Church's national pro­
gram income? Some reasons which 
come readily to the tip of Mr. Cos­
tigan's tongue are: 
• a new formula for determining 
each diocese's quota places the a­
mount asked "within reality" for 
each jurisdiction; 
• office of development/steward­
ship efforts during the past two 
years to make national and over­
seas program needs known in the 
dioceses before their conventions 
and councils decide whether to ac­
cept the quotas; 
• the Presiding Bishop's support 
for the General Church Program, 
and for the Episcopal Church's na­
tional and international concerns, 
during his visits to provinces, dio­
ceses, and congregations; and 
• the policy of national staff mem­
bers in seeking to work with-and 
learn from-their counterparts at 
local and regional levels. 

Mr. Costigan cites the Dioceses 
of Long Island and Newark as two 
in which the revised formula has 

Clericalism weakens ministry 
Alaskan bishop's letter says 

Can "lay ministry" be an of­
fensive term? 

Bishop David Cochran of Alas­
ka says it might be if the Church 
uses "lay" to mean amateurish, 
unprofessional, or inexpert. Used 
as a derivation of laos, the people 
of God, the term is redundant: 
"Within the context of the Chris­
tian community all ministry is 
carried on by God's people ... .I 
would hope the clergy-even bish­
ops-could be included among the 
people of God." 

Bishop Cochran expressed this 
an"d other concerns about ministry 
in an open letter to the Episcopal 
Church's seminaries. The bishop 
notes "how commonly the term 
'ministry' is used to refer to the 
ordained ministry and how deeply 
ingrained is the clericalism that 
gives rise to such a use." He scores 
the promotional material seminar­
ies prepare, much of it using the 
term "ministry" in reference only 

. to the ordained ministry. He cites 
several seminary publications 
which seem to imply that the com­
mon ministry all Christians have 
received in the Lord through their 
baptism needs to be "fulfilled" by 
ordination. 

He continues: "I confess I used 
to talk about 'the ministry' as 
meaning the work of the clergy, 
but I had thought most of us had 
learned better. . . .All are called 
and . claimed by Christ for this 
ministry. Some few. . .need to be 
ordained to minister the Sacra­
ments. . . .But the ministry is 
Christ's, and all of His people 
share in it." 

The seminaries "come along 
and appear to contradict us by us­
ing the terms 'the ministry' and 
'minister' in a way that applies to 
the clergy only, conveying the 
clear message- that only the or­
dained ministry is real ministry." 

David Cochran 

A clearer understanding of the 
totality of ministry might have 
eased tensions over women's ordi-­
nation to the priesthood, a battle 
over admittance to the implied 
"one route to real ministry," 
Bishop Cochran says. 

He also says The Book of Com­
mon Prayer, in spite of being in­
tended for use by clergy and laity 
in common, is clergy-oriented. 
"Those who accept our heritage of 
clericalism feel comfortable with 
the priest-centered worship" and 
are "uncomfortable with the rela­
tive openness and sharing of wor­
ship functions aimed at in the Trial 
Use services." 

Bishop Cochran ends by detail­
ing his reasons for addressing the 
seminaries-not because they are 
the sole offenders but because the 
Church looks to them for leader­
ship. Part of that leadership is to 
prepare persons for ordained min­
istry, and these people, he thinks, 
need to be sensitive to supporting 
all of God's people in their minis­
try~ Equally important, he says, is 
the seminaries' contribution to a 
theologically and historically 
sound understanding of ministry. 

met with success. The national ask­
ing from these dioceses was put 
within their reach, thus they were 
able to accept their full share even 
thovgh they had to raise extra 
money to do so, he said. 

Of the 81 dioceses which have 
accepted their full apportionment 
for 1976, 10 have agreed to pay 
more than their share: Delaware, 
Central Pennsylvania, Milwaukee, 
New Hampshire, Ohio, Rio Grande, 
San Diego, South Carolina, West 
Virginia, and Western i\fassachu­
setts. The extra $39,393 from 
these overpayments, however, is 
overshadowed by a $446,650 un­
derpayment from II dioceses 
which could no( pay their full ask­
ing this year : Albany, New York, 
Western New York, Maryland, Vir-

Matthew Costigan 

gm1a, Lexington, North Carolina, 
Western Michigan, Nebraska, Cali­
fornia, and Los Angeles. The treas­
urer thinks most of these will 

Continued on page 9 
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ow. 
One of thousands left behind by the terrible earthquake in Guatemala 
-where 20,000 died; 70,000 were injured; 1,000,000 were made homeless. 

Now-weeks later-the injured are mending; the roads are passable 
again; there is some food. But the hard work is just beginning-the 
work of rebuilding homes, hospitals, schools, churches ... of rebuilding 
the broken lives of the living. 

The Presiding Bishop's Fund, acting on your behalf, has already sent 
well over $100,000-some of it through ecumenical channels, some 
directly to the Diocese of Guatemala; a special coordinator is also there 
to assist the diocese in this work. 

The Fund needs your continuing support-not just for the grieving 
men, women and children of Guatemala, but for the victims of nature's 
next rampage, wherever that may come. 

Please send a check or money order for as much as you can spare. 

.. ------~------------~ 
I ~-~oon•ibn<ion<o• :::~ I 
I The Presiding City State Zip I \0 

I Bishop's Fund (Please make checks payable to the Presiding Bishop's Fund. 1 ~ -
for World Relief Mail to the Presiding Bishop's Fund, Episcopal Chu.rch.Center, ........ /, 

I 815 Second Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10017.) Contnbutions are I >. 
tax deductible. (E-5-76} .; ,;__ 
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Snap1hot1 
Two women from different parts of the country and different so­

cial status, but with a common interest in education, left legacies of 
Christian service and two educational institutions. 

Elizabeth Evelyn Wright, born in Talbotton, Ga., in 1872, had a 
high school certificate from Tuskegee Institute, 14 chairs, and a bell 
when she opened a school in a room over an old store. She walked, 
often barefoot, begging nickels and dimes to operate her school. 

In 190 1 she called on Ralph 
Voorhees, a philanthropist of 
Clinton, N.Y. Impressed with 
Miss Wright's Christian per­
sonality, vision, and spirit of 
self-sacrifice, he gave her 400 
acres of land near Denmark, 
S.C., on which to build and 
expand her school. 

Through the years ~1r. 
Voorhees and his wife con­
tributed an estimated $350,-
000 to the school v.·hich is 
now Voorhees College, one 
of three black colleges affil­
iated with the Episcopal 
Church. 

Elizabeth Evelyn Wright 
died at the age of 34 of tu­
berculosis, but she had found­
ed a college which in 1974-
75 had an enrollment of 847 
students. 

-J. Kenneth Morris Elizabeth Wright 

Alice Spencer Geddes Lloyd was born in 1876 to a wealthy Bos­
ton family and was educated at Radcliffe College. A reporter for the 
Boston Globe and later editor of the Cambridge Women's Chronicle, 
the Cambridge Press, and the Wakefield Citizen and Banner, Mrs. 
Lloyd was struck with spinal meningiti~ at the height of her career 
and decided to give to other people what was left of her life. 

In 1917 J'tfrs. Lloyd traveled in a mule-drawn jolt-wagon to the 

.. 
Cumberland Plateau, deep in 
the Kentucky mountains 
along Caney Creek where, 
with "courage, a ten-dollar 
bill, and a few planks hewn 
from an oak tree," she built 
a shack which became the 
area's elementary school. She 
named the area Pippa Passes 
because she had been in­
spired by a verse from Brown­
ing's poem of that name: 
"All service ranks the same 
with God-/ With God, whose 
puppets, best and worst/ 
Are we; there is no last nor 
first." 

A high school came later, 
and in 1922 the Caney Creek 
Community Center was incor-

Aiice lloyd porated to provide basic ed-
ucation, vocational training, and hygiene classes. Mrs. Lloyd realized 
the area's need for trained professionals and established Caney Jun­
ior College, renamed Alice Lloyd College after her death in 1962. 

-Mariana Heim Aulick 

Concert to help paris.~ rebuild 
An extraordinary portable con­

cert organ will make its debut in 
a performance to benefit the 
Church of the Advocate in Phila­
delphia, Pa. The May 16 event will 
raise funds to help rebuild the par-

eter. The artist will use the instm­
ment on his summer tour in North 
America and Europe. 

; ish house, extensh:ely damaged by 
:;l fire last year. 
g. The two-ton organ, just corn-

Mr. Curley picked the spacious 
Church of the Advocate, ·modeled 
on the Gothic cathedral of Amiens, 
France, for this debut concert be­
cause of the building's visual beau­
ty and acoustical excellence, as 
well as his own enthusiasm for the 
parish's community efforts. 

u ·S. pleted to organist Carlo Curley's 
i:l.l specifications, includes 350,000 
] electronic components and uses 
E-< 5,000 watts of power to drive 

\0 

over 300 speakers measuring from 
two inches to 30 inches in diam-

Tickets for the 4 P.M. concert 
are available from the church at 
18th and Diamond Sts., Philadel­
phia, Pa. 19121. 

'I was skeptical, but 
exorcism worked for me' 

It's too bad that exorcism has received such a black eye in the popular 
press recently, thanks to the best-selling novel and the horror movie. Even 
before they appeared, I was one of those who thought the practice a 
little suspect and only for the far out and far gone. That is, until recently. 

Last year I was operated on for breast cancer and experienced fear, 
anxiety, and a good portion of self-pity. I am 35 and have three young 
children, so I suppose that's just part of it. 

I finally went to see our rector, 111111 llll./1./1./ ./1./11111 1./1././lllll 1 u · 
the Rev. Alfred Durrance. After 1 1 

listen~g to me, he suggested an ~ ·Qfill¥ll¥lfil0ltirl r.Jr.J(lJ ~ 
exorc1sm. I am tolerant, and I 1 ,L,;IL:.JLTLJLTLJ~W L1 WW1J 1 

don't mind if others have this · ~11111111111111111./lllllllllll./111./~ 
type of thing done to them if they . 
think it will help-but the thought of being exorcised myself was appalling. 

I agreed to it only because I trusted Father Durrance, and I know after 
seven years in his church that he is God-led. However, Caryl Chessman 
on the way to the chair could not have been less eager than I on the way 
to the chapel. I should have known it would not be awful-nothing of 
God is. But I was really not prepared for the beautiful experience it was. 

In the chapel, Father Durrance explained exactly what he was going to 
do so I would be more at ease. He prayed first that whatever was bother­
ing me would be revealed. 

Then he gently commanded out the "devil" of fear. I wanted to laugh 
but managed to suppress it. I didn't want him to think I was laughing at 
him. But a suppressed giggle, as everyone knows, just won't stay put, and 
it finally escaped through my nose in loud, awful snorts. 

Father Durrance stopped praying and asked if I were trying not to 
laugh. I said, "Yes." Then he explained that devils or spirits manifested 
themselves in different ways as they left the body. It was possible that 
giggling and laughing were going to be their route out of me and suggested 
I give in to it. 

From then on it was a roar. He called out the devils of anxiety, frustra­
tion, self-pity, etc., and they came giggling out of me like little children 
on the back pew. He prayed for each of them as they left. Then he asked 
the Holy Spirit to fill up the empty places so they would not return. 

When he had finished he asked how I felt. I said I felt good. But exhil­
arated would have been a better word. What a difference it was from the 
deep, unnamed heaviness I had been feeling. 

I suppose skeptics could call my giggling nervousness. And I was nerv­
ous. But the fact is the anger, the fear, and the anxiety, so common with 
cancer patients, are now gone. I go to a university health center every 
day for radiation · treatments, and I see patients with advanced cancer 
each time. But my fears are gone. 

For my particular problem, exorcism was the answer. And I know it 
could help others as it has helped me. What so many of us have trouble 
recognizing is it is a valid ministry, recommended by Christ Himself, that 
too few people take advantage of and too few priests practice. 

Katherine Blocker, housewife, Ocala, Fla. 

Why can't the Church 
make services run on time? 

I was baptized an Episcopalian; I hope to die an Episcopalian. But the 
Episcopal Church between those two occasions frustrates me. 

I am not necessarily worried about ecclesiastical matters although some 
modern interpretations challenge my traditional upbringing. I'm not 
thrown into a swivet over the fuss about women priests, but I would leave 
any service where a female 11././I./III./1111111./IIIIIII./I./IIIINN 

priest presided. I'm not totally ~ f¥1(lJ lirl(!Jr.Jrn Olfilflll ~ 
depressed over ·the new breed ./ LTLJ1J Ll ww wa!Jw ~ 
of clergy who insist on town- ~ 1 
hall-meeting or rock -around- ./Nil./ Ill 1111./1./1./ ./1./1./ll./11111./ II N 

the-clock forms of worship. Alas, I don't even fully condemn the lack of 
continuity of Sunday morning services though I once bragged I could 
worship in any Episcopal parish in the country and not refer to anything 
written. 

I'm a simple man -bothered by one seemingly insignificant inconven­
ience: I am distressed that every Episcopal church in North America ap­
pears to schedule its Sunday morning services at different times. 

I have missed services in several local parishes when I tried, for variety, 
to worship there at 11 A.M., and I ended going late to my own parish's 
services. On a visit to Atlanta, I arrived at a church at 10:5 5 to find the 
sermon in progress, so dashed to the cathedral for the 11 A.l\1. service, 
which commenced at 11:15. 

The Episcopal Church ought to be something one can depend on in 
these days of continual physical and material change. Service times ought 
to be determined by the national Church in conference with diocesan 
bishops and should be the same- winter or summer-everywhere. 

Of course, I can always stay home on Sunday mornings and listen to 
the radio service from St. Matthew's Baptist Church. It comes. on every 
Su,ndczy at 11 A.M. without fail, anq I knq:-y ~y.'V\~P~Pflpn it. 

- f -Lewis J. Holloway, Jr., office pro'dzlct! sa!e"sMan, Louisville, Ky. .0 Copyright 2024. Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society. Permission required for reuse and publication.



EDWARD-SCHUlTZ: SEPARATE CAREERS AS PRIEST, MAGICIAN 
"Father, is it true that the hand 

is quicker than the eye?" asked a 
sister at St. Margaret's Convent, 
Boston, as the Rev. Edward Schultz 
was setting up a Christmas party 
magic show for neighborhood chil­
dren. "Yes," replied the young 
priest with a smile, indicating he'd 
heard the question before, "that's 
why there are so many black eyes." 

A priest who does magic? Some 
more skeptical observers would not 
fmd it surprising at all-they think 
magic is what priests do for a living. 

But that's not the way Father 
Schultz, the 27-year-old new assist­
ant rector of St. Stephen's, Ridge­
field, Conn., looks at it. He tries 
to keep his off-hours identity as 
"The Amazing Voldini," an accom­
Plished and entertaining magician 
who teaches magic to children, sep­
arate from his sacerdotal function. 

"The Church has its own magic," 
he explains, "and I like to think it 
can attract people on its own mer­
its. When I was in high school, I 
saw a cartoon of a Roman Catholic 
priest in vestments at the altar say­
ing 'hoc est corpus meum' and then 
in the next frame pulling a rabbit 
out of the chalice. This made me 
realize it would be good to sepa­
rate the two roles of magician and 
priest, or they might get confused. 
Sometimes I've been tempted, but 
it just wouldn't be suitable-in fact, 
I think it would be sacrilegious." 

Despite his attempts to keep his 
two careers of priest and magician 
separate, Father Schultz has found 
magic useful in his ministry. "It 
has helped me be more at ease in 
groups and has kept me from ever 
being uncomfortable preaching a 
sermon. It built up my self-confi­
dence because I knew if I could do 
magic and amaze people, I had 
some worth as a person. This is 
what I try to teach the kids in my 
school of magic." 

He also developed an interest in 
hypnosis and has used it in pastoral 
counseling. "A lot of people who 
come to see me want to talk their 
problems out, but they're too 
tense. I use hypnosis to make 
them relax and talk more freely, 
but I don't use it to try to change 
their behavior." 

He did try to change behavior, 
though, when he taught self-hyp­
nosis to a health club weight con­
trol group at which participants 
tried to convince themselves to eat 
less and exercise more. 

Father Schultz's interest in mag­
ic also led him into extra-sensory 
perception. "ESP helps my mind · 
adjust to the proper levels to real­
ly open myself up to meditation 
and prayer. One of my big disap­
pointments is. I didn't learn any­
thing like this in the Church. The 
Church talks about prayer and 
meditation but doesn't really teach 
you how to meditate or pray." He 
is currently involved in developing 
a course in Christian meditation as 
well as a lecture series on the 
Church and the occult. 

• A Massachusetts native, Father 
Schultz was born in Braintree and 
brought up at Chrf~Rlo/P~, Quin-

cy, where he was baptized, con­
firmed, married, and ordained dea­
con. When he was 12 a TV show 
aroused his interest in magic, and 
he proceeded to devour the few 
books on the subject available at 
the local library. 

"The three rules in magic," he 
says, "are practice, practice, prac­
tice. Before you -actually perform 
a trick in public, you should do it 
over enough times so you can do 
it blindfolded." 
· Father Schultz's magic skills 
helped him fmancially all through 
Gordon College in Wenham and 
seminary at Boston University 

School of Theology, and in these 
lean times magic still helps s;upple­
ment his income. "I'd say that 
about 25 percent of what I earn is 
derived from teaching self-hypno­
sis, lecturing on ESP, and doing 
magic shows. I would prefer not to 
have to do these things as a source 
of income although of .course I 
would like to keep them up as an 
extension of my ministry." 

If you ever see "The Amazing 
Voldini" in action, you will under­
stand that, economic considera­
tions aside, sleight of hand skills 
like his should not be hidden under 
a bushel. -Priscilla C. Martin Edward Schultz and two volunteers 

t oyousayto 
a'' lost'' child? 

Meet Paulo. He's five years old and lives 
in the streets in a teeming city of Brazil. 
We lost-him. 

We spoke to him but briefly and then 
he darted back into the "favela" (slu~) 
which is his only world. "I cannot return 
to where my parents live," Paulo said, 
"because my father always beats me." 
Then he was gone. 

His bed is the dirt pavement, his roof 
the sky. He finds his food and clothing in 
garbage. He's always frightened and 
hungry . . . his eyes are always searching. 

But for many people Paulo is just a 
statistic. Hungry children in the world 
are no longer considered important news, 
even though one-fourth of the world's 
children like him are almost always hun­
gry and one-tenth on the brink of death 
because of lack of food. With world 
population increasing at a conservative 
estimate of 250,000 per day and food 
production lagging, it is probable that 
more than 10 million children will die of 
hunger within the next year. Will Paulo 
be one of them? 

We don't know, and the chances are 
remote we can find him again. But we 
can try, just as we are trying to find 

I assistance for nearly 20,000 children who 
already are registered by Christian Ch~l-

1 dren's Fund and await a sponsor who will 

help provide food, clothing, housing and 
medical care. 

But we need your concern, your help. 
There are millions of others like Paulo 
who are barely clinging to life, children 
old before their time like Paulo-chil­
dren for whom entry into our program 
could mean the difference. 

We must care about these children. We 

r'nust learn to be generous again, with our 
emotions and concern as well as with our 
wealth. We must return to the grass roots 
to assist individuals rather than nations. 
We must curb our own wastefulness. We 
must declare war on hunger. We must 
make a commitment. We must do some­
thing. 

The world is full of children who are 
hurting like Paulo. Will you help now? 
Through the Christian Children's Fund, 
you can be a part of this grass roots way 
of sharing your love and relative prosper­
ity with desperate children like Paulo-­
who want only ~ chance to survive in a 
hungry world. 

You can sponsor a child for only $15 
a month. Please fill out the coupon and 
send it with your first monthly check. 
You will receive your sponsored child's 
name, address and photograph, plus a 
description of the child's project and en­
vironment. You will be encouraged to 
write to the child and your letters will 
be answered. -

You can have the satisfaction of know­
ing your concern. made the difference. It 
is late. Somewhere in the world a child 
is waiting. 

We will send you a S~rement of Income 
and Expense upon request. 

r--------------------. 

1 sJ iuor trw .tl.t 1 I JG 
tl, {GWOlfC Jr.[ a VfJ,J · 

I want to help! 
I want to sponsor a 0 boy 0 girl in 
(Country) · 
0 Choose any child who needs my help. I will pay $15 a month. 
I enclose first payment of S . . Please send me child's name, 
mailing address and photograph. 
I can't sponsor a child now but I do want to give $, __ _ 
0 Please send me more information. 

Name'-----------~--------­

Address'--------------------
Cicy __________________ ___ 

s~re. _____________ __ 

Mail today to: Dr. Verent J. Mills 

CHRISTIAN CHilDREN'S FUND, lac. 
Box 26511, RidunODd, Va. 23261 
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'Won't accept women priests,' group says 
Six organizations and four Episcopal 

publications announced in late February 
they would "refuse to accept" General 
Convention's authorization of women's 
ordination to the priesthood or episco­
pate. 

Thirteen signers of a "Declaration of 
Conscience" sent to all bishops said the 
Church faces "a moment of truly pro­
found crisis and tragedy" which could 
"shatter the unity of our branch of the 
Church." But if "God in His inscrutable 
purposes should permit the Episcopal 
Church to depart from the Catholic 
community, we would feel called by 
Him to be.steadfast." 

The group, organized since 1973 as 
The Fellowship of Concerned Church­
men, did not give any specific action it 
will take if General Convention passes 
women's ordination but said it wants 
the bishops of the Church to know "our 
fixed resolve .... We are in arms, and 
we are confident." 

The Episcopal Church "is being urged 
to make irrevocable errors which could 
remove it from the Holy Catholic Church 
and could destroy-whether at one move 
or gradually and insidiously-its validity 
and credibility as an authentic voice of 
God to man in our age," the signers said. 

Perry Laukhuff, a signer and editor 
of The Certain Trumpet who is coordi­
nating a response to the document, said 
it leaves open at least three options for 
the signers and others who agree with it 
if female priests are approved by General 
Convention in September: remaining 
Episcopalians but not recognizing female 
clergy, leaving to join another denomina­
tion, or forming their own denomination. 

The declaration cited four points 
about which the group is concerned: 
"the validity of the Catholic Orders of 
the ordained ministry; the beauty, maj­
esty, and dignity of our common wor­
ship inherited through the Anglican 
Book of Common Prayer ... ; and the 
authoritative Christian nature of the 
moral and ethical values held and 
taught by the Church. 

"In all of this we perceive the most 
immediate threat to the Church's life to 
lie in the proposal to ordain women. We 
must proclaim in all conscience, with 
deep pain, that the proposed changes in 
the nature of the ordained ministry are 
unacceptable to us." 

The signers-among them the Rev. 

Carroll E. Simcox, editor of The Living 
Church, and Dorothy A. Faber, editor 
of The Christian Challenge-said they 
would not recognize "the validity either 
of General Convention's action [on 
women priests] or of any results of such 

action. We would not accept or recognize 
as priests or bishops any women purport­
edly ordained under such spurious 
authority." 

According to the Concerned Church­
men's declaration, the signers "stand to­
gether in our resolve to fight with every 
Christian means at our disposal to pre­
vent an alteration in the nature of the 
ordained Ministry." 

In addition to Mr. Laukhuff, Dr. 
Simcox, and Mrs. Faber, signers are: the 
Hon. W. R. Baker and Canon Albert du­
Bois, American Church Union; Frederick 
Cooper and W. Clark Hanna, Episcopal 
Renaissance of Pennsylvania; Ellen 
Crowell, The Certain Trumpet; the Rev. 
J. Raymond Fisher and the Rev. Stan­
wood E. Graves, Foundation for Chris­
tian Theology; the Rev. Robert C. Har­
vey, The Canterbury Guild; the Rev. 
Harry J. Sutcliffe, The Episcopal Guild 
for the Blind; and Walter R. Swendells, 
The Anglican Digest. 

· Canon duBois also signed for Episco­
palians United. 

The Fellowship of Concerned Church­
men's address is Box 82, Rowayton, 
Conn.06853. 
• In related action, the steering com­

mittee of the Coalition for the Apostolic 
Ministry (CAM), an Episcopal group op­
posed to women's ordination, urged 
both supporters and opponents to "with­
hold threats" and remain in the Episco­
pal Church regardless of General Con­
vention's decision. 

Whatever the vote, "it will cause pain. 
There certainly will be no 'winners'; 
Christian charity demands there be no 
'losers,' " CAM said and decried "threats 
of creating some 'continuing Episcopal 
Church'" by women's ordination oppo­
nents and "threats of ... changing pres­
ent practice by some unilateral decision 
of individual bishops" in favor of wom­
en's ordination. 

"This is not to counsel·'wishy-washy' 
acceptance. It is to counsel stay and work 
and pray within the Episcopal Church! 
Only thus can reconciliation be reached." 

CAM said it would "continue to avoid 
threats-unless someone insists on inter-

preting our intention to stay in the Epis­
copal Church as a threat!" 
• The Rev. Merrill Bittner, one of the 
original group of 11 women ordained in 
197 4 in "irregular" services in Philadel­
phia, announced in early April, "with 
both joy and agony, my decision no 
longer to affiliate myself with the Prot­
estant Episcopal Church. 

"I have not left the Church; my 
Church has left me," Ms. Bittner, counse­
lor in the Monroe County Women's Jail 
Project, said. "As a woman I have always 
been of, but not truly in, the Church." 

Included in the decision is a state­
ment precluding involvement with "exile 
Churches," a network of which has 
sprung up through the Northeastern 
states to provide for the support of, and 
ministry by, women ordained in Phila­
delphia and Washington. 

Bishop Robert R. Spears, Jr., of 
Rochester said, "This is an action that 
Merrill has every right to take. The 
Church doesn't require her to maintain 
membership in it as a part of her priest­
hood or ministry. 

"In leaving she removes herself as 
protagonist in several unresolved issues 
facing the Church. She was the only one 
of the irregularly ordained pri_ests whose 
bishop had recognized her priesthood as 
valid although it was also restricted. 
There is now no one left who can make 
as strongly the claim she was making to­
ward the resolution of issues of diocesan 
authority and the validity of the Phila­
delphia ordinations." 
e In Syracuse, another ordained wom­
an, the Rev. Betty Bone Schiess, is await­
ing action by Bishop Ned Cole of Central 
New York on charges that could lead to 
an ecclesiastical trial. If he accepts the 
fmdings of a committee of inquiry, he 
could order a trial for both Mrs. Schiess 
and the male priest at whose church she 
officiated. 

Mrs. Schiess has lodged a complaint. 
still under consideration, with the Equal 
Opportunity Employment Commission, 
charging her bishop and diocesan leaders 
with discriminatory practices. 

"Perhaps Merrill is right," Mrs. Schiess 
said. "Maybe th~ Episcopal Church can­
not be changed or cleansed from within. 
For myself, though, this is my Church. 
I'm part of it, and it is part of me." 
• In Washington, D.C., in mid-March 

. Continued on page 9 
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RETIRE To Estero Woods 

Village 
FLORIDA 

IT'S AFFORDABLE 
IT'S ENJOY ABLE 

IT'S CHRIST ..CENTERED 
IT'S PLANNED far HEALTH CARE 
On U.S. 41 13 miles south of Fort 
Myers Airport you'll find this 
brand new retirement commu­
nity. A program of the Michigan 
Baptist Foundation, Estero Woods 
Village provides retirement from 
$192 per Jll'lonth for two persons, 
with countless features and fringe 
benefits. 1 facts" 
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john Cogley dies 
John Cogley, 60, noted religion 

writer, died of a heart attack in 
Santa Barbara, Calif., March 29. 
For most of his life Mr. Cogley 
was a Roman Catholic layman; in 
1973 he became an Episcopalian 
and was ordained a deacon Janu­
ary 26 of this year. 

A native of Chicago, Mr. Cogley 
was educated in Roman Catholic 
parochial schools and at Loyola 
University. During the Depression 
he joined the Catholic Worker 
movement, editing a newspaper 
and running a "house of hospital­
ity" for the indigent in Chicago. 
He later became an editor of a · 
Roman Catholic youth magazine 
and in 1949 an editor of Common-

. weal, a lay-edited magazine of 
Roman Catholic opinion. 

Mr. Cogley covered the last 
sessions of Vatican II as religious 
news editor for The New York 
Times. In 1967 he founded Cen­
ter Magazine of the Center for the 
Study of Democratic Institutions, 
located in Santa Barbara. Two 
years ago he retired and wrote his 
autobiography. He has written 
two other books as well as a num­
ber of articles for religious and 
secular publications. 

Mr. Cogley is survived by his 
wife Theodora, six children, and 
four grandchildren. 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 
TO "PEANUTS" 
Robert L. Short 

Lucy, Charlie Brown, Snoopy, and 
all the gang presented in a splendid 
theological analysis of Charles 
Schultz' famous comic strip. 

Praised in TIME, NATIONAL 
OBSERVER, NEW YORK TIMES, 
CHICAGO TRIBUNE, PUBLISH­
ERS WEEKLY, and many more. 

Paper, $2.95 

At Your Favorite Bookstore 

JOHN KNOX 
mESS 
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Appeals court overturns 
Beebe conviction 

In an April 3 decision the Province V 
appeals court reversed the verdict of an 
Ohio diocesan court and returned the 
case of the Rev. L. Peter Beebe to the 
lower court, contending the priest had 
been denied due process in the original 
proceedings. 

In March, 1975, the diocese tried Mr. 
Beebe, then rector of Christ Church, 
Oberlin, for allowing the Rev. Alison M. 
Cheek and the Rev. Carter Heyward to 
celebrate the Eucharist in his parish de­
spite a godly admonition from Bishop 
John H. Burt of Ohio, prohibiting the 
celebration. 

Mr. Beebe based his appeal to the 
five man, two-woman court on 10 legal 
points and the court, headed by Bishop 
Stanley H. Atkins of Eau Claire, upheld 
him on six, denied one, and did not deal 
with three. 

The decision, handed down on April 
3, found that errors made by the dioce­
san court were not merely technical but 
of such substance that they deprived 
Mr. Beebe of procedural safeguards 

Women Priests 
the vestry of St. Stephen and the Incar­
nation first cancelled its contract to em­
ploy the Rev. Alison Cheek as a part-time 
priest and then, a week later, rescinded 
the action. 

The vestry cancelled the contract to 
shield St. Stephen's rector, the Rev. Wil­
liam A. Wendt, from possible disciplinary 
action by Bishop William F. Creighton, 
who had warned Father Wendt against 

which a civil court would have provided. 
The court said unanimously that the 

diocesan court should have considered 
arguments about the validity of the 
women's ordinations before it ruled. 
The court said Canon 24, Title 3 ("No 
minister in charge of any congregation 
. .. shall permit any person to officiate 
therein, without sufficient evidence of 
his being duly licensed or ordained ... ") 
could not be misconstrued to mean 
"duly licensed and ordained." 

Since the defense stipulated the 
women were not licensed, evidence on 
ordination was "not only admissable 
but . critical" to the determination of the 
case. 

The Province V court found the dioc­
esan court also erred in not requiring 
the prosecution to prove its case beyond 
a reasonable doubt, as would be re­
quired in a criminal proceeding, and in 
not permitting examination of the 
court for prejudice since such courts 
act as both judge. and jury on matters 
of law and fact. 

Continued from page 8 

Mrs. Cheek's continued functioning as a 
priest in the parish. 

Brian Bates, senior warden, said the 
vestry took the action because it feared 
continued defiance of the bishop might 
jeopardize diocesan assistance to the 
parish's outreach program. The congre­
gation, however, angry over the deci­
sion', forced the vestry to retract the 
firing action. 

Long's Low Prices on 
Name Brand 
Recorders 
Copiers 

Panasonic AC/BaHery 
CasseHe Recorder 
RQ309AS, 
built-in condenser 
microphone, fast 
forward, auto stop, 
rewind, and AC 
built-in. 
retail $49.95 

our price 

33.95 
(plus 1 :so shipping 

. and handling) 

Three Ways to Order 

All Three 
for the Price of One! 
Telex Economy Copier, simple to 
operate, duplicates a 60 minute tape in 
2 minutes, simple to operate. Panasonic 
AC/BaHery Portable CasseHe Recorder 
RQ323S, built-in microphone, cue and 
review controls, two way telephone 
recording, a u to stop, tape counter. 
50 C-60 Blank CasseHes, feature welded 
windows, five screw construction, calen­
dered tape, stainless steel pins, and 
completely guaranteed. 

Telex Copier ... retail $695.00 
RQ323S Recorder ... retail $125.00 
50 C-60 Cassettes ... retail $ 33.00 

TOTAL $853.00 

our price $695 
all three 

postage paid 

1. Call us toll free 1-800-633-3410 al no charge to you. Your order shipped the 
same day UPS· C.O.D. · 

2. Call our toll free number and charge il on your BankAmericard or Master Charge. 
3. Send your order by mail, include check or money order, or charge it on your 

BankAmericard or Master Charge. . 

can toll tree 1-800-633-3410 
8:30AM-5:00PM Monday thru Friday 

We sell blank "'""'"" and reel !ape at unbelievable low prices. Call or write for 
our !atalog. 

LONG ELECTRONICS 
3521 10th Avenue N. 8irmin!'Jham Alahama 3!i134 

The diocesan court had contended 
that determination of what constituted 
a godly admonition was its own re­
sponsibility, but the appeals court said 
the lower court erred in not allowing 
expert testimony on the facts in the 
case and in not correctly applying its 
own defmition of godly admonition nor 
in accepting the defendant's. 

"We were unable to discover any 
definition of a godly admonition," the 
decision said and went on to define it as 
a "solemn warning" in writing from a 
bishop, "neither capricious nor arbi­
trary," related to "doctrine, discipline, 
or worship." 

These elements must be proven "be­
yond any shadow of a reasonable 
doubt" in any future trials where dis­
obedience to such an admonition is 

charged, the court said. 
The court said it recognized the 

"imperative nature" of an "informed 
conscience" but that it did not excuse 
a presbyter who disobeyed such ad­
monition. 

The trial court erred, the appeals 
court said, in not permitting the defense 
that Mr. Beebe acted out of "informed 
conscience," an element which the 
court said should be taken into account 
in sentencing. 

The provincial court found "without 
merit" Mr. Beebe's stance that others 
involved were not prosecuted. 

Finally, the court said, only a bishop 
who issues a godly admonition may com­
plain of its violation, and a presentment 
may not be brought without his consent. 

-Janette Pierce 

Diocesan pledges Continued from page 5 

be able to accept their full appor­
tionment during the next trien­
nium. 

"Income is not only up, it is at 
a healthy level," says Mr. Costigan. 
"It simply proves that people will 
give when properly motivated. This 
is as tme for parish and diocesan 
support as it is for the General 
Church Program." 

In addition to supervising the 
Episcopal Church Center's finance 
department and serving as one of 
Presiding Bishop John M. Allin's 
top executives, Mr. Costigan works 
with a number of dioceses and or­
ganizations as a financial adviser. 
He sponsors workshops for church 
treasurers and administrators, such 
as two scheduled for May 11-14 at 

St. John's Island, S.C., and June 
22-25 in Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Mr. Costigan also works closely 
with those U.S. dioceses which are 
not financially self-supporting (Co­
alition 14) and with the overseas 
dioceses (Coalition 0). He serves 
as the national staff liaison person 
with San Joaquin and Wyoming. 
He says the excellent cooperation 
of Assistant Treasurer Louis H. Gill 
and Comptroller Eli Saleeby makes 
this outside work possible. 

"I try to put people in various 
parts of the Church in touch with 
each other," says Mr. Costigan. "A 
great deal of expertise is available 
if people are willing to work togeth­
er and share their competence." 

-Richard J. Anderson 

My dear Toad rot: 

So you think you can relax your efforts against 
Women's Ordination do you? The naivete of you 
Junior Tempters never ceases to amaze me! 
Their convention isn't until September and you 
assure me the vote is ours. Really! The Enemy 
will be tireless in his efforts to secure more of 
these women as priests. His success thus far 
is evidenced by the number of women prepared 
to answer His Call in spite of their church's 
refusal to ordain them to the priesthood. 

We must keep these women in their place ... 
which is certainly not Down Here! By ancient tradition they are 
barred from any real service in the Fiend's Forces, and as you know 
there were no females among the original imps. More to the point is 
this devilish division. Always remember that as long as. we keep 
them squabbling over who will serve, it will be impossible for them 
to build a united front against us. Besides, fewer priests of any kind 
can only work to our advantage. Your loss of an entire diocese last 
week has not gone unnoticed and if it happens again, there will be 
You-Know-What to pay! 

Your affectionate Uncle, 

(With apologies to c. s. Lewis and his Screwtape Letters) 
-~~ 

Help wholeness happen. Show your support for Women's Ordination 
to the priesthood by sending this coupon in TODAY. ------------------------------------· 

THE 

COALITION 
~e~ ORDINATION OF 

WOMEN 
132 North Euclid Avenue, 
Pasadena, Calif. 91101 

1. Enclosed is 0$5 0 $10 0$15 
2. Send me a supply of the buttons illustrated above. 

0 10;$2.50 D 20/$4.50 0 50/$9.00 D 100/$17.50 
3. 0 I can support the work of the National Coalition's regional 

organizers and wish to be contacted. 
4. 0 Send me more information on how I can help. 
5. D Why should I support ordination for women? 

NAMe------------------------------------------

ADDRESS'--------------------------------------

CITY _________________ STATcE------------L 
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Structure Comm1ss1on rev1ses report: 
suggests reduction in deputies number 

The creation of the position of 
Chancellor to the Presiding Bishop 
and reduction in the size of the 
House of Deputies are among rec­
ommendations in the final report 
of the Standing Commission on 
the Structure of the Church. 

mends Executive Council act as a mittees in both houses, would 
"Convention between Conven- serve between Conventions, and 
tions" but recognizes it as the would be empowered to issue ad-
Church's administrative arm, visory opinions to the Presiding 
headed by the Presiding Bishop as Bishop, to Executive Council, and 
the ultimate administrator of the to bishops generally. 
entire Church. The report recommends a reduc-

The report filed recently with 
the Secretary of General Conven­
tion was a modification of an ear­
lier one, according to Structure 
Commission Chairman Paul M. 
Roca. In March the Commission 
distributed its preliminary report 
and solicited comments from bish­
ops, priests, and lay leaders 
throughout the Church. The final 
report reflects many of these com­
ments, Mr. Roca said. 

The report retains the earlier tion in the voting strength of each 
recommendation that the · Presid- diocesan deputation to General 
ing Bishop be nominated by a Convention from four to three 
joint committee of one bishop, deputies in each order. At the 
priest, and layperson from each of Church's 1973 Convention the 
the Church's nine provinces and Commission had recommended a 
continues to recommend increased system of proportional representa-
regional representation on Execu- tion by which larger dioceses 
tive Council. would send four deputies in each 

It suggests a Joint Standing order and smaller dioceses would 
Committee on Constitution and send two. The Commission now 
Canons. This committee would re- has "become persuaded that its 

The final form no longer reco_!11- · place the . present separate com- recommendation at Louisville. 

The Friends of Church Mu-sic 

Saint Francis Hous~ 

With the approval of the three Bishops of 
Wisconsin, the Friends of Church Music of Saint 
Francis House (The Episcopal Center at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison) are seeking funds to 
replace its rapidly deteriorating pipe organ. 

We propose an instrument of 22 stops with tracker 
action, but because the income of a student church is 
limited our goal of $70,000 cannot be realiz~d from 
our own resources. 

We are therefore appealing to those who can help 
us continue the Church's musical tradition at our 
Center. Developing a · firm understanding of the 
liturgy and its music is surely as important as any 
academic s$ject of one's own college career. 

If you . have ever been associated with our Center 
or are willing to help the growth of Church music we 
need your help now. 

Your inquiries and tax deductible contributions 
should be addressed to: 

Prof. Herbert M. Howe, Chairman 
The Friends of Church Music 

1001 University Avenue 
Madison, Wisconsin 53715 

Contributions will go directly for the purchase of the organ; 
all promotional expenses, including this advertisement, have 
been paid for by the Friends of Church Music. 

• 

Documents of 
VATICAN II 

translated by 
Austin P. Flannery, Ed. 

The decisions of the Second Vatican 
Council summoned by Pope John 
XXIII have personally affected Catho­
lics-and people of all faiths­
throughout the world. Now those de­
cisions are accessible to all in this 
new translation of the origina/16 doc­
uments of Vatican II, plus subsequent 
documents which have to do with the 
implementation and application of the 
original sixteen. 
0.8028-1623-1 Paper, 1062 pages $2.95 

THEOLOGY IN 
RECONCILIATION 

by Thomas F. Torrance 
Throughout its history the church has 
been embarrassed by division and 
dissention within-by its own need 
for reconciliation. In this collection of 
six essays, Thomas Torrance sets the 
agenda for a new Christian theology 
that will reconcile the church to itself 
and thereby- allow a more effective 
presentatio• of its message to the 
world. 
0-8028-3475-2 Cloth, 304 pages $8.95 

At your bookstore or write: 

457 WM. B. EERDMANS 
- PUBLISHING CO. 
2S5 JEFFERSON AVE 5 E GRANO RAPfOS MICH •9502 

while w.ell intentioned, was direct­
ly contrary to the polity of the 
American Church" which the Con­
stitution describes as a fellowship 
of dioceses requiring equal repre­
sentation from each diocese regard­
less of communicant strength. 

Among other suggested consti­
tutional changes, which take two 
consecutive Convention votes to 
become effective, is one which 
would permit deacons to be elec­
ted to the House of Deputies and 
another which would deny bishops 
the right to vote if they have re­
signed because of advanced age or 
bodily infirmity. 

The Commission takes no posi­
tion on biennial Conventions but 
includes in the report's appendix 
seven suggested c?.nonical changes 
which, if approved, would permit 
any future Convention to elect a 
biennial system by adoption of a 
simple resolution. 

prayers for 
impossible 
days 
PAULGERES 
Here is a book which 
speaks to the "impossible 
days" which beset us al l. 
With searing honesty, with 
warmth, and with kindness, 
these prayers verbalize 
feelings which are uni­
versal , but often unex­
pressed. They bestow 
grace and fresh help in 
times of need. 

$1.95paper 

: .. . :. 

· HAN5-GEORG LUBKOLL 
and EUGEN WIESNET 

While many people would 
like to read the Bible, they 
rarely do! This book is 
especially for such persons. 
In clear, simple, non­
technical language, the 
authors discuss how the 
Bible was written, and 
some of the basic themes 
with which the Bible deals. 

$1.95paper 

Available from your bookseller 
or the Publisher. 

_j Fortress Press 
2900 Queen Lane 
Philadelphia, Pa. 191?9 
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The Anglican Church 
in Colonial Pennsylvania 

A Message from 
Bishop Ogilby 

Bein~ an Anglican 
in 1776 

Christ Church 

St. Peter's Church 

The Bishop White Story 

Jacob Duche 

Francis Hopkinson 

GlOria Dei 

St. James, FCUngsessing 
" Christ Church, Upper Merion 

St. James, Bristol 

Absalom Jones 

Tolonial Burials 

Trinity Church, Oxford . , 
All siunts, Torresdale 

St. Thomas, Whitemarsh 

St. Peter's in the Great 
Valley 

St. David's, Rpnor 

st.' James, Perkiomen 

sy John's, Concord 

St. John's, Compass 
( 

St. Martin's Boothwyn 

St. Paul's, Chester 

A Message from · 
Bishop ~losley 

Maps 

Biceiitennial Time has been 
made possible through the 
generous gifts of a small 

· number of individual donors 
to whom the Diocese of 
Pennsylvania expresses its 
sincere appreciation. 

Researched, written, and 
produced for the Bicentenni­
al Commission of the Dio· 
cese of Pennsylvania by John 
W. Reinhardt Associates, 
with special appreciation to 
the following individuals: 
the Rev. F. Lee Richards, 
Chairman of the Bicentenni­
al Commission of the Dio­
cese; A. Margaret Landis, As­
sociate Editor of The Epis­
copalian, for writing a num­
ber of the church histories; 
Henry McCorkle, Editor of 
The Episcopalian, and Edgar 
Williams, staff writer for the 
Philadelphia Inquirer, who 
provided editorial counsel; 
Frank Riepen of St. Peter's 
Church for assistance in re­
search; and Josephine De­
Witt Lipton for layout and 
design. 

Many early illustrations­
Fr~ Ubrary of Philadelphia 
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, The Anglican Church arrives ~ 
in Pennsylvania •.. w~athers the Rev~lution · (~ 
and becomes the EpiScopal Church 1n the 1 ~ ~J 

United States of America. - ~'*'~4.Ct,~~'<t:~~ 

Le Diocese of Pennsylvan~a 
could be said to have marked its 
own Bicentennial in 1895. In 
169 5, the first Anglican church 
in Pennsylvania was founded and 
has continued an active ministry 
from that day until now. It is 
Christ Church on Second Street 
above Market. _ 

Although there are records of 
settlements by the Swedes and 
Dutch in this area as early as 
1634, colonization of what is 
now Pennsylvania did not take 
place in strength until 1682 un­
der William Penn. Thirteen years 
later thirty-six men of the city 
of Philadelphia petitioned the Rt. 
Rev. Henry Compton, Bishop of 
London, for the establishment 
of an Anglican congregation. 

The Rt. Rev. Henry Compton, 
Bishop of London in 1695. 

Contrary to the popular no-
tion that Anglicans were all aris­
tocrats and larided gentry, the 
group was made up of a healthy 
cross section, including physi­
cians, lawyers, cordwainers, a 
baker, a blacksmith, a boat build­
er, a cooper, a dyer, a sea captain, 
a Judge of the Admiralty, and the 
Attorney General of the colony. 
The petition granted, his Lord­
ship, the Bishop of London, sent 
the Rev. Thomas Clayton to be 
the first minister to the first An­
glican congregation in the colony 
of Pennsylvania. Although the 
Rev. Mr. Clayton lived only a­
bout two years after coming to 
Philadelphia, they were busy 
years. He preached at a number 
of locations in the countryside a· 
round Philadelphia ... places 
where other Anglican parishes 
would soon flourish ... White­
marsh, where St. Thomas Church 
ministers today ... and Oxford, 
now a part of northeast Philadel­
phia where Trinity Church con­
tinues to be an active Episcopal 
congregation. 

Philadelphia was rapidly be­
coming the largest and most im· 
portant city in the colonies. By 
I 700 it was the second largest 
city in the British Empire and a 
center of commerce and culture. 
In the next 7 5 years, it became 
the political center as well. Fol­
lowing the Revolution, it was 

destined to become the first cen­
ter for what was by then the 
Episcopal Church. 

In the year 1700 the Rev. Ev­
an Evans, a Welshman, succeeded 
Mr. Clayton as Rector of Christ 
Church. He appears to have been 
the Johnny Appleseed of the An­
glican Church in Pennsylvania. 
His name turns up again and again 
in the histories of colonial 
churches throughout the Phila­
delphia and surrounding coun­
ties, in places such as Whitemarsh, 
Chester, Oxford, the Great Valley 
near Paoli. He was an indefatiga­
ble traveler and a man of bound­
less energy. 

By 1701 an organization 
known as the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel in For­
eign Parts was beginning to flour­
ish in England. This body was 
soon referred to as the "S.P.G." 
Another of the names for the 
S.P.G. commonly used in colon­
ial days was "The . Venerable 
Society." 

Largely through the zeal of the 
S.P.G., missionaries made the ar­
duous journey across the Atlantic 
to the colonies. While not quite 
"foreign parts," they came to 
land about which the Mother 
Country had relatively little first­
hand knowledge. These S.P.G. 
missionaries started and support­
ed many Anglican congregations 
in Pennsylvania ... and through­
out all of the colonies. · 

Seventeen Episcopal congrega­
tions established prior to 1792 
are still active in the present Dio­
cese of Pennsylvania. Others, 
which were then part of Pennsyl­
vania, are now in the Dioceses of 
Delaware and Central Pennsylva­
nia. The seed had been sown well. 
It was going to have to withstand 
some trying times very soon. It 
was going to have to display some 
of the elasticity which Anglicans 
and Episcopalians have long con­
sidered to be one of their virtues. 

Within the city of Philadel­
phia, some Anglicans were moved 

by the evangelical fervor of John 
Wesley and George Whitefield. A 
Rev. William McClenachan was 
among this band. 

Serving as an assistant minister 
of Christ Church. he soon aroused 
the ire of the Rector by his "rail­
ing and revillings" and was asked 
to leave. Obligingly he did. But 
he did not travel far. Attracting 
many followers, he and these 
followers established St. Paul's . 
Church on Third Street below 
Walnut ... almost within the 
shadow of Christ Church's stee­
ple. Apparently Anglican elastic­
ity worked, for both Christ 
Church and St. Paul's continued 
strong ministries into the twen­
tieth century. St. Paul's closed in 
1903. Today its building still 
stands and serves as the head­
quarters for Episcopal Commun­
ity Services of the Diocese . 

The most severe test of 
strength for the young Anglican 
Church in the mid-1700's was a­
bout to strike ... as aroused and 
united colonies declared their in­
dependence from England. The 
years of the Revolution were try­
ing times for Anglicans. All 
churches suffered during these 
years, but the Anglican Church 
most of all. Many of the clergy 
were loyalists. Almost all bore the 
label, "Made in Great Britain." 

Writing on "The Episcopal 
Church and the· American Revo­
lution," Dr. David L. Holmes, As­
sociate Professor of Religion at 
the College of William and Mary, 
says, "Over the issue of the War 
itself, Anglicans fell all across the 
broad spectrum of views from ac­
tive and passive patriots to neu­
tralists or conciliators in the cen­
ter to passive and active loyalists. 
... During the War-a number of 
clergy and laity changed sides, 
sometimes more than once; the 
public and private positions of 
others differed. Of the priests 
generally classified as_ 'loyalists,' 
some appear to have been loyal­
ists more because of fidelity to 

their ordination oaths than be­
cause of any great love for con­
tinued union with Britain; a few 
clearly favored an Ame.rican vic­
torv and so in all other respects 
were 'patriots.' . . . More than 
half of the Signers of the Declara­
tion oflndependence were Angli­
can laymen of one st~p or an­
other, yet loyalism in America 
had a definite Anglican tinge." 

For various reasons and at var­
ious times, Anglican clergy took 
leave of Pennsylvania during the 
years of the American Revolu­
tion. The sole survivor in the ac­
tive ministry of the Anglican 
Church in Pennsylvania when the 
fighting ceased was the young 
Rector of Christ Church and 
Chaplain to the Continental Con­
gress, the Rev. William White. 

Although White was a staunch 
supporter of the revolution, he 
was considered to be a moderate. . 

_,._.-~"=-"""'"' 

Seal of the Society for the Propa­
gation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, 
founded 1701. 

He had managed to keep on 
friendly terms with loyalist rec­
tors. He was, in fact, the one man 
capable of drawing both sides to­
gether, which he proceeded to do. 

He was destined to be the 
chief architect of the Episcopal 
Church as we know it today. On 
May 24, 1784, representatives of 
sixteen churches in Pennsylvania 
came together for their first Di­
ocesan -Convention, called by 
him. An Act of Association, a­
dopted the following year on May 
23, ·1785, brought together the 
charter parishes to form the Dio­
cese of Pennsylvania. 

Bishop White continued his ef­
forts to bring together other dio­
ceses of the Church in America. 
In September, 1787, the first 
General Convention of tlie Epis­
copal Church in the United States 
of America was held in Christ 
Church ... and the Episcopal 
Church, as we know it today, ·be-
gan to take form. . 

In 17 8 7, having survived the 
hazards of an Atlantic crossing, 
William White was consecrated a 
Bishop in the Church of Gou in 
the Chapel of Lambeth Palace, 
the London home of the Arch­

. bishop of Canterbury. 
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~ {jood ~eginning for an CUnfinished '1\genda 

A MESSAGE FROM 

the Rt. Rev. 
Lyma~ C. Ogilby 

13th BISHOP OF 
PENNSYLVANIA 

In the diocese we have had outstanding leaders. 
Our first bishop, William White, was a man of rare 
qualities of Christian leadership; friend of Washing­
ton, Franklin, Benjamin Rush and others who 
helped to shape our new nation. Bishop White, an 
unswerving patriot himself, never lost touch with his 
fellow clergymen who, for good reasons of their 
own, remained loyalists. When the War for Indepen­
dence ended, it was largely through his reconciling 
spirit and. vision that the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States of America began to take new 
form. 

delphia and the surrounding area. 
Ours is, indeed, a rich heritage; but Episcopalians 

in the Diocese of Pennsylvania have never been con­
tent with a museum-case religion. In the years that 
it has been my privilege to be the 13th Bishop-and 
12th successor to William White- 1 sense that the 
clergy and communicants of this diocese know where 
their roots are and the direction they must travel as 
they go about the business of their Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ, challenged by an unfinished agenda. 

J n 1976, as the nation marks its Bicentennial, it 
is fitting for the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania 
to look back over these two hundred years and re­
view some of our own history, marking, of course, 
the unfinished items on our agenda. 

In this diocese seventeen congregations active be­
fore 1792 still carry on active ministries in tune with 
the time today. In this diocese the first black priest 
in America was ordained-the Reverend Absalom 

,Jones. Educational and humanitarian institutions 
which came into being under the strong influence of 
the church or church leaders continue to serve Phila-

I am grateful for this balance by which we can re­
spect the past and respond to the present. It is my 
hope and prayer that when some future generation 
pauses for a Tricentennial, they will be able to see in 
us, who are the Church of 1976, the reconciling 
vision that was so much a part of those who planted 
the seeds of the Gospel he.!_e and nurtured the young 
Church in Pennsylvania more than two hundred 
years ago. 

'What 'Was It Like to Be an GAnglican in 1776 ? 

~at was it like to be an An­
glican in Pennsylvania in 1776? 
In one word-difficult. 

You would have been a mem­
ber of a Church whose very roots 
were grounded in British soil. 
Your Rector would have been or­
dained to the ministry in Eng­
land. As part of his ordination 
vows, he would have taken an 
oath of allegiance to the Crown. 

·By 1776 this would have created 
a sticky wicket for him and for 
you as a member of his flock. The 
chances are, though, you would 
have been of British stock your­
self, although names in parish 
registe-rs show a good cross sec­
tion of Irish, Welsh, Scottish, 
French, German and Swedish. 
Both you and your Rector may 
well have had a difficult time as 
tension built in the colony and 
relations with England moved 

rapidly on a collision course. 
To you as an everyday citizen 

of the Colony of Pennsylvania, 
life would have gone on with you 
only a little more than vaguely 
aware of the momentous change 
that was taking place in the world 
in which you lived. At any mo­
ment in history only a relatively 
few grasp the full significance of 
the times. The rest of us see this 
significance only in retrospect. 

When Sunday carne around, 
you would have gone to church · 
as a family. You may have gone 
to Christ Church, centrally locat­
ed on Second Street above High 
(Market), which had been in exis­
tence for eighty years (founded 
in 1695).1fyoulived to the ~outh 
of High Street by very !UUch, you 
may have worshipped in Christ 
Church's sister parish, St. Peter's, 
at Third and Pine Streets, to save 

a trek through muddy streets. If 
your preference leaned more to­
ward "Methodism" but you were 
still an Anglican, your place of 
worship may have been St. Paul's 
on Third Street near Walnut. If 
you were a country family, you 
may have worshipped in St. 
Thomas, Whitemarsh; St; Peter's 
in the Great Valley; Trinity 
Church, Oxford; St. David's., 

Radnor; St. James, Bristol; All 
Saints, Torresdale, or one of the 
other -scattered congregations 
which existed pri01~ to 1776. 

On a cold Sunday you would 
have been grateful for the box 
pews (enclosed on all four sides 
with a hinged door opening on 
the aisle). The floors of the pews 
were often raised slightly from 
the level of the aisle (as you will 
fmd them today in St. Peter's 
Church). The entire family would 
have occupied the pew and the 
smaller children could have a­
mused. themselves on the floor, 
free from the cold drafts. 

The older children, who were 
learning to read, could have spent 
their time profitably reading the 
Ten Commandments, the Apos­
tles,-Creed,and the Lord's Prayer. 
In many churches these three ba­
sics were inscribed on wooden 
tablets placed on either side of 
the Holy Table. It was. at this Ho­
ly Table that the Holy Commun­
ion was celebrated-when it was 
celebrated. Indications are that 
this was not too ofte·n. 

I 

Preaching was another matter. 
There's a good chance your Rec­
tor would have regarded this as 
rather central to his ministry. 
Most likely he would have read 
his sermon and not felt too inhib­
ited by the clock. Services and 
sermons were long ... and unre­
lieved by hymn singing or church 
music as we know it today. Only 
the Psalms were sung. 

When your children would 
have reached the age for Confir­
mation, there would have been 
no Bishop to visit your church. 
The Bishop, under whose juris­
diction your Rector served, lived 
too far away. London to be exact. 
There wasn't a Bishop to be 
found in all the colonies ... for 
all of America was under the 
Bishop of London, which gave· 
him quite a diocese. 

As the years rolled on, event 
piled on event. The fighting grew 
in intensity from a skirmish on a 
remote village green up in Lex­
ington, Massachusetts, and at a 
small bridge in nearby Concord, 
to a flJ}l-scale war involving all of 
the colonies. Here in Pennsylva­
nia the fight for independence 
from England was reaching a 
point of no return. 

The chances are that as a 
member of the Church of Eng­
land, you would have been 
looked upon with some suspicion 
by your more radically inclined 

neighbors ... and torn within 
yourself by a sense of divided 
loyalty. 

Many of your fellow Anglicans 
would earn for themselves the 
name of ''Tory" ... some would 
flee the city . ~ . some would stay 
and help to wine and dine the 
British army when it occupied the 
city of Philadelphia in 1777. 
Some of your fellow Anglicans 
would go all-out for independ­
ence and become leaders of what 
we now call ''The American Rev­
olution." 

Some, like the Rev. Jacob Du­
che, Rector of Christ Church, at 
the beginning of the gathering 
storm would have been ardent 
patriots. Duche's prayer delivered 
on the convening of the First 
Continental Congress in 1774 was 
a fervent cry in support of the 
cause of freedom. By October, 
1777, feeling that the war for in­
dependence was a lost cause, he 
wrote an impassioned letter to 
General Washington urging him 
to abandon the war and come to 
terms with the Crown. 

Gradually the strength and in­
fluence of the Anglican Church 
diminished during the war years. 
At the beginning of the Revolu­
tion there were at least six Angli­
can clergymen in Philadelphia. 
When the smoke died down and 
the fighting was over, there was 
only one left in the city ... Wil­
liam White, a young man who had 
wrestled with his loyalties and· 
come down on the side of inde­
pendence. 

The influence of many Angli­
cans who ministered here before 
the war was too strong to be 
smothered. Churches, institu­
tions, ministries they had begun 
flourished in the years after the 
war, as a young nation, born in 
revolution, began to develop. 
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Christ Church still stands on its original site on Second Street abo11e Market. 

A deed for church land from 
Griffith Jones, a dissenting Quak- · 
er, to Joshua Carpenter, one of 
the founders of Christ Church, 
reads in part: 

Christ Church 
MOTHER CHURCH OF THE DIOCESE SINCE 1695 

The "Mother Church's" in­
fluence was far from limited to 
providing new life to other con­
gregations. 

The Church Library, estab­
lished in 1696 through the Rev. 
Thomas Bray, wa-s the first circu­
lating library in the colony. Bray 
was Commissary of Ecclesiastical 
Affairs in Maryland, and at his 
request consignments of 300 
books each were sent to churches 
in five cities in America. Christ 
Church was one. Of the recip­
ients, Christ Church alone re­
tains a majo.rity of the volumes 
received at that time and at sub­
sequent dates. There are approx­
imately a thousand volumes and 
rare folios in. the library, largely 
theological works, now housed 
in specially air-conditioned stacl~s 
of the Library Company of Phila­
delphia. 

In 1747 William Sturgeon, "a 
young gentleman from Yale Col­
lege in Connecticut," was ap­
pointed assistant to the Rev. 

woven with the events of the 
momentous years of 1774,1775, 
1776 and the immediate post­
Revolutionary period. During 
the days of the Continental Con­
gresses and later the eonstitu­
tional Convention, regular wor­
shippers in Christ Church in­
cluded those whose names 
would fill the. history books for 
two centuries ... George Wash­
ington, Benjamin Franklin, John 
and Samuel Adams, Robert Mor­
ris, John Jay, John Hancock, 
Richard Henry Lee,• Thomas 
Jefferson, Benjamin Rush and 
others. It was Samuel ·Adams, 
master strategist of the Revolu­
tion, who was responsible for 
asking the Rev. Jacob Duche, 
Rector of Christ Church in 177 4, 
to lead in opening prayers for 
the First Continental Congress. 

When Cushing of Massachu­
setts proposed that Congress 
"open the business with 
prayer," members were already 
widely divided over who should 
be chosen to le;td such prayer. 
Samuel Adams, devout Congre­
gationalist, electrified the Cong­
gress by proposing that an Ang­
lican clergyman from Philadel­
phia be invited. So 'it was that 
Jacob Duche was invited and ac­
cepted. The prayers he read, 
followed by his extemporaneous 
prayers and his reading of the 
Psalm appointed for the day, 
moved John Adams to say, "I 
confess I never heard a better 
prayer or one so well pro­
nounced. He prayed without 
book about ten minutes, so per-

Christ Church dominated the skyline 

which they had called all colonies 
to observe. 

Christ Church continued to 
be an important center of church 
life. The Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States of 
America was established at Con­
ventions held in this church in 
1785 and 1789. The then Rector, 
the Rev. William White, presjded. 

The Convention of 1785 
framed an "address" to the 
Church of England, requesting 
the Archbishop and Bishops "to 
confer the Episcopate character" 
on Bishops chosen in the United 
States. This address was deliver­
ed to the Archbishop of Canter­
bury by John Adams, then Unit­
ed S(ates Minister to England. 

At the conventions the Prayer 
Book was adopted and the Con­
stitution framed. The first three 
sessions of the 1789 Convention 
were held at Christ Church, but 
the final ratification of the 
Church Constitution took place 
in the room in Independence 
Hall where the Declaration of In­
dependence and the Constitu­
tion were signed. 

"The church and premises are to 
be perpetually appropriated and 
used for the public worship of 
God, and for the better instruc­
tion of the people inhabiting and 
to inhabit in Philadelphia in the 
one Christian religion as it is pro­
fessed in the Church of England, 
and established by the laws of 
the realm, and to no other uses 
-whatsoever." 

In the 281 years since 1695 
when this deed was written, 
Christ Church has been used 
without interruption "for the 
public worship of God ... as pro­
fessed in the Church of England" 
and following the War of Inde­
pendence, the Episcopal Church 
in the United States. 

Palladian window and "Wineglass "pulpit. 

The present structure, which 
is considered an outstanding ex­
ample of colonial architecture in 
the Georgian spirit, was com­
pleted in 1744. Dr. John Kears­
ley, member of the vestry and 
later one of three men charged 
with building Independence Hall 
supervised construction and is 
credited with its design. 

The tower and steeple were 
completed ten years later; fi­
nanced in part by three lotteries, 
in which Benjamin FranJdin was 
one of the managers. Early en­
gravings of Philadelphia show 
the steeple of Christ Church as 
the dominant feature of the sky­
line ... symbolic of the influence 
this church was to exert in the 
years ahead. 

The bells in Christ Church 
tower were cast in the White­
chapel Bell Foundry, London, 
where the Liberty Bell was cast. 
14 The Episcopalian 

They were brought from London 
to Philadelphia free of charge by 
Captain Richard Budden in his 
brig, Myrtilla. For many years 
they were rung every time the 
captain arrived in the Port of 
Philadelphia. InN ovember, 1777, 
these bells, along with the Lib­
erty Bell and the bells from St. 
Peter's, were taken down and 
moved from Philadelphia, out of 
reach of the British who occupied 
the city. 

As the first Anglican church 
in Pennsylvania, Christ Church 
has earned the · designation, 
"Mother Church of the Diocese." 

. Christ Church . was instrumental 
in the development of several 
important congregations who 
came into being in the early 
1700's, including St. David's, 
Radnor; St. Paul's, Chester; Trin­
ity, Oxford; and St. Peter's in 
the Great Valley. In 1761 St. 
Peter's Church, Philadelphia, was 
established at Third and Pine 
Streets as a chapel of Christ 
Church. Soon, however, Christ 
Church & St. Peter's became 
known as the United Congrega­
tions, served by the same Rector, 
aided by one and at times by 
two assistant ministers. 

Robert Jenney, then Rector of 
Christ Church, with the added 
responsibility of instructing 
"Negroes" in the Catechism of 
the Church of England. He was 
sent to England by Christ Church 
in December, 1746, to receive 
Holy Orders, and on his return 
to Philadelphia, devoted himself 
to the religious education of 
"Negroes." / 

In 1772 Kearsley Home, also 
known as Christ Church Hospital, 
was founded by the bequest of 
Dr. John Kearsley for the sup­
port of: "ten or more poor or 
distressed women of the Com­
munion of the Church of Eng­
land'; preferring clergymen's 
widows before others, and sup­
plying them with meat, 'drink 
and lodging, and the assistance 
of persons practicing physic and 
surgery." The first building was 
around the comer from Christ 
Church at 111 Arch Street. The 
institution is now housed on 
grounds on Monument Avenue 
in Fairmount Park. 

In 1774 Christ Church be­
came the place around which the 
spiritual life of the Continental 
Congress centered. No other 
church is more closely inter-

Councillor's Window commemorates I 785 Conl'ention 

tinently, with such fervency, 
purity, and sublimity of style 
and sentiment that even the 
Quakers shed tears." Duche was 
afterward appointed Chaplain of 
the Continental Congress. 

The members of Congress 
came to Christ Church on June 
25, 1775, to hear the Rev. Will­
iam Smith preach on "The Pres­
ent Situation in American Af­
fairs," a sermon which helped to 
shape popular sentiment in the 
direction of resistance to arbi­
trary and alien rule. On July 7, 
1775, mem~ers of Congress 
heard Jacob Duche preach on 
"The Duty of Standing Fast in 
our Spiritual and Temporal Af­
fairs." On July 20, 1775, Con­
gress caine as a body to Christ 
Church to observe the ••Day of 
Humiliation, Fast and Prayer" 

Christ Church was designated 
a National Shrine in 1950. Thou­
sands of visitors come to look 
and· stand in awe of all the history 
that is held within its walls. But 
Christ Church is no museum. It 
is a parish church, ministering to 
an active congregation with a full 
program of services on Sundays 
and weekdays, extremely S!lnsi­
tive to the opportunities for 
ministry in its unique center-city 
setting. 

The Rev. Ernest A. Harding, Rector. 
Sunday Services: 9 a.m. Holy Com­
munion; 10:30 a.m. Holy Commun­
ion on the First Sunday of the 
Month; Morning Prayer on the other 
Sundays. 

Church open daily from 9 a.m. to 
S p.m., Sunday from 12 noon to S 
p.m. Evening Prayer daily at S p.m. 
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Jf Robert Bridges, sailmak­
er, of 259 South Front Street, 
had dozed in his pew number 12 
in St. Peter's Church during the 
sermon one Sunday in 1776, and 
had slept soundly until today, he 
would awaken unaware that he 
had been asleep until he stepped 
outside into Pine Street. 

St. Peter's Church at Third 
and Pine Streets remains almost 
exactly as it was in the mid 
1700's. The interior design, with 
high-back box pews, the two­
tiered reading desk and pulpit, is 
exactly as it was in the days when 
Robert and his neighbors on So­
ciety Hill worshipped there. The 
altar stands at the opposite end 
of the church from the pulpit, a 
design which reflects the impor­
tance which was attached to the 
sermon during the p eriod in 
which St. Peter's was built. 

"Two-decker" arrangement of lec­
tern and pulpit is ty pical of colonial 
period. 

In 1753 "some gentlemen 
from the south end of the city" 
presented a letter to the vestry 
of Christ Church saying that 
they would like to build a new 
church as a chapel of the mother 
church. Christ Church was suffer­
ing growing pains. It was diffi­
cult to obtain seatings. On top of 
that, the trip from the south end 
was difficult through rutted, un­
paved, muddy streets. There was 
strong sentiment for building the 
new church in the residential 
section of Society Hill (a high 
piece of ground once belonging 
to the Society of Free Traders of 
London). It was here that the 
mercantile class ha<i begun to 
settle. 

Dr. Jenney, Rector of Christ 
Church, thought a new church 
was unnecessary, but there were 
more than 400 subscribers to the 
building fund. 

In 17 54 the gentlemen peti­
tioned the proprietaries of the 
Province of Pennsylvania, 
Thomas and Richard Penn (sons 
of William Penn and members of 
the Church of England) asking 
them "to grant us a Lott on the 
West side of Third Street at Pine 
Street." On May 2, 1757, the 
Penns conveyed the lot to the 
petitioners as trustees. The next 
year the building committee of 
Christ Church, headed by Dr. 
John Kearsley, contracted with 
Robert Smith, a member of the 
Carpenter's Company, to build 
the church. 

.~ 

........ 
~ ........ ··~;;~·:~m 

Foreign Missionary Society of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church 
-beginning the Church's world­
wide missionary outreach. 

If St. Peter's venerable build­
ing could talk and was inclined 
to name-dropping, it would have 
some worthy names to drop. 
George and Martha Washington, 
who occupied a home on Third 
Street near Willings Alley during 
the winter of 1781 -82, wor­
shipped in pew number 41 held 
by their friend Samuel Powell, 
Mayor of Philadelphia. Chews, 
Rushes, Shippens, Peales and 
others would fill up the roster of 
worthies. 

More than likely, though, St. 

St.Peter's CLASSIC 18th CENTURY ANGLICAN 
CHURCH-UNCHANGED SINCE 1761 

Peter's would not dwell long on 
the famous personages. It would 
be more inclined to talk about 
how it has tried to remain true 
to the challenge outlined for it 
by Dr. Smith in his sermon on 
September 4, 1776, when he 
asked that from this place "all 
the People of the Earth may 
know that the Lord is God, 
and there is none else." 

By August, 1761, the build­
ing was ready for use, although 
not quite completed inside. The 
first service was held on Sep­
tember 4. The Pennsylvania Ga- ~ 
zette of September 10 reported, 
"Friday last, being the day ap­
pointed for the Opening of St. 
Peter's Church in this City, the 
officiating Clergy, and several of 
their Brethren, together with the 
Church-Wardens and Vestry-Men, 
met at Christ Church, from 
whense they walked in regular 
Procession to the Govenior's 
House, and, being there joined 
by his Honour, and scme mem­
bers of his Council, they went 
on to St. Peter's, where an ani­
mated and well-adapted Sermon 
was preached by the Reverend 
Dr. Smith, Provost of the Col­
lege of this City, to a polite and 
crouded Audience, from these Tower and steeple which stand today 
Words: 'I have surely built Thee were later additions to the 1761 

church. a. house to dwell in, a settled 
Place for Thee to abide in for 
ever.-The Lord our God be with 
us, as he was with our Fathers, 
let Him not leave us or forsake 
us-That all the People of the 
Earth may know, that the Lord 
is God, and there is none else.' 

"Every Thing was conducted 
with the utmost Decency, Order 
and Solemnity; and after Ser­
mon, the Words of the Text, 
which had been previously com­
posed into an Anthem, were ele­
gantly sung by a Number of 
Ladies and Gentlemen, to the 
vast Satisfaction of every Body 
present." 

St. Peter's and Christ Church 
became "the united congrega­
tions" with the same Rector and 
vestry, an agreement which lasted 
until 1832 when they separated 
to become two independent 
churches. 

The first Rector, Dr. Jenney 
died within a few months of the 
opening of St. Peter's: He was 
followed by an English priest, 
the Rev. Richard Peters. Dr. 
Peters was succeeded by the Rev. 
Jacob Duche who served until 
his ill-fated departure for Eng­
land in 1778. 

The vestry of the United Par­
ishes was the rust body to act . 
formally upon the Declaration 
of Independence. At a meeting 

· on July 4, 1776, they resolved 
that, "Whereas the Honomble 
Continental Congress have re­
solved to declare the American 
Colonies to be free & indepen­
dent States. In Consequence of 
which it wnt be proper to omit 
those Petitions in the Liturgy 
wherein the King of Great Brit­
ain is pmyed for, as inconsis­
tent with the said Declamtion. 
Therefore Resolved, that it ap­
peal's to this Vestry to be nec­
essary for the peace and well be­
ing of the Churches to omit the 
said Petitions, and the Rector & 
Assistant 1\linisters of the United 
Churches are requested in the 
Name of the Vestry and their 
Constituents to omit such peti­
tions as are above mentioned." 

The first recorded baptism in 
St. Peter's Church took place on 
January 1, 1763, when William 
and Catherine Ashton had their 
daughter, Mary, baptized in St. 
Peter's Church by the Reverend 
Richard Peters. 

Through the entire American 
Revolutionary Era, many famous 
Americans had their families 
baptized at St. Peter's Church, 
among them the children of: Dr. 
Benjamin Rush, signer of the 
Declaration of Independence; 
Francis Hopkinson, signer of the 
Declaration of Independence; 
the Rev. William White, Rector 
of St. Peter's and first Bishop 
of the Episcopal Church; Ste­
phen Decatur, Naval War hero; 
Benjamin Chew, Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court; John Nixon, 
Proclaimer of the Declaration of 
Independence and Sheriff of 
Philadelphia. 

The Rev. William White began 
a ministry of fifty-seven years in 
1779. One of the first marriages 
he performed took 'place on 
April 8, 1779. Four hundred 
twenty-five guests departed St. 
Peter's Church and headed to the 
reception at a fine mansion on 
Fourth Street, opposite Wil­
ling's Alley. 

The bride ·was young and 
beautiful. The groom was hand­
some with a distinct soldierly 
bearing. The marriage was the 
culmination of a wartime ro­
mance. The groom was Major 
General Benedict Arnold, then a 
trusted subordinate of General 
Washington. The bride was Mar­
garet, better known as Peggy 
Shippen, the daughter of the 
famous Philadelphia family. 

During Dr. White's tenure, St. 
Peter's became active in educa­
tion. In 1816 the Sunday School 
was started and in 1834 the Par­
ish. Day School. If not the first 
parochial school in the Episco­
pal Church, it was still one o( 
the earliest. This school in later 

TI1 e Rn. William Smith , D.D. Pro­
vost of the College of Philadelphia. 
pew holder and preacher at the first 
sen·ice in St. Peter 's. 

It would probably express the 
joy it feels in the knowledge that 
on the comer of Third and Pine 
there has been an unbroken min­
istry to men and women like 
Robert Bridges, sailmaker, of 
259 South Front Street . . . men 
and women from the area 
around the church and some 
from surrounding suburbs who 
have called - St. Peter's their 
spiritual home. . .whose joys 
and sorrows have been brought 
to the altar here ... whose sons 
and daughters have been married 
here and whose ancestors lie bur­
ied in the quiet churchyard. It 
has been this ministry to living 
persons that has given meaning 
to St. Peter's for more thari two 
centuries . .. and still does today. 

years became prominent as a The Rev. F. Lee Richards, Rector. 
Boys' Choir School, and in re- Sunday Services: 8 a.m. Holy Com­
cent years has returned to co- , munion; 10:30 a.m. Holy Commun­
educational status and still func- ion on the First and Third Sundays 
tions today, although separately of the Month; Morning Prayer on the 
f th 'sh Second and Fourth Sundays. rom e pan . 

·It was during Dr. White's life­
time (by now, Bishop White) 
that the General Convention of 
1821 met in St. Peter's and 
launched the Domestic and 

Church open daily from 9 a.m. to 
S p.m., Sunday from 12 noon to S 
p.m. Evening Prayer daily at S p.m.­
except Saturday. 
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'William 'White ... PATRIOT, PRIEST, BISHOP 

Jt was dark in the mansion 
along the shore of the Delaware 
several miles above the center of 
Philadelphia when a middle-aged 
printer, named Franklin, and two 
younger co-conspirators quietly 
made their way across the lawn. 

Franklin and -his young 
friends, Francis Hopkinson and 
Billy White, had made the jour­
ney from Philadelphia to help 
Betsy Shewell escape the lock and 
key imposed by her brothers who 
objected to her engagement to 
Benjamin West, a young but 
promising painter. 

West was living in England and 
had sent for Betsy to come in 
care of his father. The Shewell 
brothers were unimpressed with 
the prospects of a young man 
who did little more with his time 
than paint pictures, so they had 
sent her to a family estate to pre­
vent her sailing. 

With the help of two future 
signers of the Declaration of In­
dependence and the man who 
would someday be the first Pre­
siding Bishop of the Episcopal 
Church, Betsy managed her es­
cape, was spirited to Chester, and 
boarded a ship to England where 
she was safely married to Benja­
min West. 

_The year was 1765 and Billy 
White had just graduated from 
the College of Philadelphia, now 
the University of Pennsylvania. 
Already it was clearthathere was 
a young man who, when he be-

. lieved the cause to be just, could 
cut through to the heart of 
things and take action. -

Born on April 4, 1748, in a 
house on Market Street between 
Second and Third Streets, Billy 
White grew up within one block 
of Christ Church, around which 
mqst of his adult life would be 
centered. According to contem­
poraries, he never doubte~ that 
he would be a clergyman of the 
Church of England. 

He studied literature and the­
ology after graduating from col· 
lege, .and five years after getting 

16 The Episcopalian 

Betsy Shewell on a ship to Eng­
land, he made the same journey 
to be ordained. He was only 
twenty-two and a half and had 
to wait a year and a half before 
he reached the legal age for ordi­
nation. White spent that time Vis­
iting relatives, sightseeing, and 
enjoying the English countryside. 

Returning to Philadelphia in 
1772, he became assistant minis­
ter, serving the United Parishes 
of Christ Church and St. Peter's. 
It was a year when events were 
moving quickly toward the "til}le 
that would try men's souls" ... 
and how that time must have 
tried this young cleric's soul! 

The Rev. William White was a 
lover of freedom, who considered 
himself first and foremost an A­
merican ... but at the same time 
a clergyman whose ordination 
vows had included a pledge of 
loyalty to the sovereign of Eng­
land. After a brief but traumatic 
inner struggle, he chose the patri­
ot cause and never wavered from 
that course. 

He was the only Anglican cler­
gyman in Pennsylvania to go im­
mediately to the American side 
when independence had been de­
clared. Leaving the State House 
where he had gone to sign a 
pledge of allegiance to the new 
State of Pennsylvania, he was 
greeted by a Loyalist acquaint­
ance who, by gesture, indicated 
that White might well have set a 
course that would end with the 
hangman's noose. 

To the Loyalist, White re­
marked, "I perceive by your ges­
ture that you think I am exposing 
my neck to great danger by the 
step I have taken. But I have not 
taken it without full deliberation. 
I know my danger, and that it is 
greater on account of my being a 

clergyman of the Church of El).g­
land. But I trust in Providence. 
The cause is a just one, and I am 
persuaded that it witJ, be protec­
ted." 

In SE"ptember of 1777, the 
British forces were advancing on 
Philadelphia. Mr. White withdrew 
his wife and family to the home 
of relatives in Maryland. While 
en route to visit them, he received 
word that he; along with Mr. 
Duffield, Pastor of Pine Street 
Presbyterian Church, had been 
made a Chaplain of the Continen- · 
tal Congress. He turned his horse 
in the direction of York, Pennsyl­
vania, the ·city to which Congress 
had moved. Throughout the bal­
ance 'of the war years he held 
this post. 

In 1777, the Rev. Jacob Du­
che, Rector of Christ Church & 
St. Peter's, under whom William 
White served as . an assistant, 
sailed for England. The parishes 
were left in the care of the Rev. 
Mr. Coombe, White's fellow as­
sistant minister. Two years later 
William White, who by now had 
won widespread confidence in his 
integrity and judgment, was elec­
ted Rector of the United Parishes. 

In accepting the election, he 
made it clear that if Dr. Duche 
was able to return to the Rector­
ship, he would willingly resign. 
He wrote in his letter of accept­
ance, "I beg leave further, to ac-

company my acceptance of the 
rectorship, with the declaration, 
that if ever at the desire of the 
vestry, and members in general, 
of these churches, and with the 
permission of civil authority, the 
former rector should return to 
this country, I shall esteem it my 
duty; and it will be my pleasure 
to resign it." 

This friendly and generous 

conduct toward Dr. Duche was 
not without danger that public 
resentment against his predeces­
sor mighLbe turned against Mr. 
White. He understood the risk 
but took it, nonetheless. 

Following the war, Mr. White · 
emerged as the one Anglican cler­
gyman capable of healing wounds 
wrought by the years of conflict. 
His vision and leadership were 
more than adequate to the task. 

In 1786, he again crossed the 
Atlantic, this time to be conse­
crated as first Bishop of Pennsyl-

Sixty years after the day he 
had put himself in jeopardy of a 
hangman's noose, a much beloved 
Bishop White died peacefully on 
July 17, 1836, in his home on 
Walnut Street near Third ... two 
city blocks from where he had 
been born 88 years before. 

One historian put it this way: 
"His death does not seem to have 
been due to any particular dis­
ease, but simply winding up of 
life on account of old age. He had 
lived through two epochs in the 
history of his Church and died 

Book-lined study in the William White house. 

vania. As the infant Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United 
States began to fqrm into one 
body, William White continued 
in ·the place of leadership which 
made him the first Presiding Bish­
op of the thurcli in the United 
States. 

Home ofBishop White 
at 309 Walnut Street. 

Along with his many responsi- · 
bilities in Church administration, 
this man of many parts remained 
a great humanitarian. He played 
a major role in founding Episco­
pal Academy, the Pennsylvania 
Institute for the Deaf, the Society 

. for the Alleviation of Misery in 
Public Prisons, the Philadelphia 
Bible Society, and many other in­
stitutions and organizations that 
serve the city today. 

Two centuries ahead of his 
time in other ways, he has been 
described by one writer as a "one­
man ecumenical movement." He 
was spokesman for clergymen of 
all faiths in the city. He is de­
scribed as "leading the city's min­
isterial delegation in Fourth of 
July parades with the Rabbi of 
Mikveh Israel on one arm and the 
Rector of Old St. Joseph's (Ro­
man Catholic) on the other.'' 

on ~the eve of the third as the 
Church began its expansion in 
missionary endeavors. He was one 
of the principal moulders of both 
of the epochs in which he lived. 
As an ecclesiastical statesman of 
the highest order, he had directed 
the organization of his Church 
through difficulties which seem 
insurmountable. As Presiding 
Bishop, devoted diocesan and 
parish pastor, he had done more 
perhaps than any one person to 
keep .the Episcopal Church . a­
live during the period of its great­
est weakness, and had been in the 
first rank of those who led it for­
ward when its strength began to 
revive." -

William White, priest, patriot, 
Bishop, lies buried in Christ 
Church. May he rest in peace. 

Mitre, Pastoral Staff and Presiding 
Bishop's Cross-staff mark Bishop 
White's tomb in Christ Church. 
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Duche leads prayer in First Continental Congress. 

He was alarmed by the increasing gloom and despondency of 
the fall of 1777. This was brought to a head in his own life by the 
night in jail. Duche sought an interview with General Howe on the 
morning of October 8. What was actually said by the two men can 
only be the subject of conjecture. But Duche walked out of prison. 

Almost immediately he wrote to General Washington, then with 
his army in Montgomery County, northwest of Germantown. He 
urged the commander-in-chief to desert a "degenerate cause." He 
also asked Washington to "represent to Congress the indispensable 
necessity of rescinding the hasty and ill-advised Declaration of In­
dependency and to recommend, and you have an undoubted right 
to recommend, an immediate cessation of hostilities." 

All shared Washington's dismay. Francis Hopkinson, a signer 
of the Declaration of Independence, whose sister was married to 
Dr. Duche, said he found "it impossible to reconcile the matter 
and style of this letter with your general conduct or with the vir-
tues of your heart." . 

Much has been written about Dr. Duche's possible motivation. 

Gfacob ~uche A STUDY IN DIVIDED LOYALTY 

From the vantage point of 200 years later, how can we judge-or 
dare we judge-the actions of this Anglican priest who, until this 
ill-fated act, had exerted such an influence for good in Philadelphia? 
A gentle man, Duche, while serving as Chaplain to the Continental 
Congress, had "appropriated his salary to the relief of families 
whose members had been slain in battle." 

A night spent in a British army jail was enough to make a man 
stop and think. While it may sound harsh or unfair to his Rever­
ence, Jacob Duche, to put it this way, the fact remains that this is 
precisely what he did. The Rector of Christ Church & St. Peter's, 
who had delivered the stirring opening prayer at the First Conti­
nental Congress and had been appointed Chaplain to the Conti­
nental Congress in July, 1776, was arrested by the British on Oc­
tober 7, 1777. 

Overnight he had an opportunity to ponder his patriotism. From 
inside a cell looking out, the patriot cause looked bleak. General 
Howe was in Philadelphia, with the second largest city in the Brit­
ish Empire secured for His Majesty George III. 

Described by contemporaries as "scholarly, eloquent, with a 
rare gift of voice," Duche had raised that voice with great fervor 
from the pulpits of Christ Church and St. Peter's. With genuine 
sincerity he had prayed and preached with rare eloquence in the 
cause of uberty. 

A native of Philadelphia, Dr. Duche was educated in the College 
of Philadelphia. He was an undoubted leader in the religious com­
munity. His name appears frequently in the newspapers of the day 
.and the journals of other clergymen who respected him greatly. 

·When the British were driven from Philadelphia in 1778, Dr. 
Duche fled to England. A troubled man, who apparently never re­
ally quite knew where his loyalties belonged, Duche asked perrnis­
·sion to return to America at the end of the War ... insisting that 
his "heart was in America." Duche had sworn allegiance to this same George III when he 

was ordained and had never officially forsworn that oath. Despite 
his staunch support of the patriot cause as early as 1774, he had 
stopped short of taking the new oath of allegiance to the United 
States following the Declaration of Independence. All along, how­
ever, he had remained an outspoken patriot. Within a few hours 
after the adoption of the Declaration of Independence, he had re­
moved all reference to prayers for the King from the Prayer Books 
in Christ Church and St. Peter's. 

Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

In 1790 he did return to Philadelphia, the city of his birth . . . 
the city where he had spent so many useful years of ministry. By 
then his property on South Third Street had been confiscated· by 
the Pennsylvania Assembly. Shortly after his return, he suffered a 
stroke. He died in 1798, a man whose actions would puzzle histo­
rians for two centuries. He lies buried in St. Peter's Churchyard, 
close by one of the two pulpits from which his oratory was heard 
in those momentous years of the 1770's. 

Prancis Wopkinson 
Lawyer, Poet, Patriot,Writer, 

Signer of the Declaration 
Melody .. maker extraordinary 

hs young man of many 
parts was one .of the most versa­
tile among the many unusually 
talented men who helped to 
form the United States nd the 
Episcopal Church. Hopkinson, at 
38, was one of the youngest 
signers. Although most of his 
life centered in Philadelphia, he 
represented New Jersey at the 
Continental Congress. 

Born in Philadelphia, the son 
of a prominent lawyer, Hopkin­
son was the first graduate of the 
College of Philadelphia (now the 
University of Pennsylvania). It 
was about this time that he 
joined · Benjamin Franklin and 

. "Billy" White in the escapade 
which helped Betsy Shewell es­
cape the "captivity" of her 
brothers to marry Benjamin 
West. 

At 31 he married Ann Borden 
and moved to Bordentown, New 

Jersey, which was named for his 
wife's family. There he practiced 
law successfully and achieved po­
litical prominence without allow­
ing his artistic, literary or mus­
ical talents to suffer. 

It is the musical side of his 
nature which soon began to 
make such a significant contribu­
tion to the life of the Anglican 
Church. A student of the harpsi­
chord, he served as organist of 
Christ Church and St. Peter's, 
the churches where his sister's 
husband, Jacob Duche, was Rec­
tor. As one of the first serious 
mus1c1ans in the Anglican 
Church, he set many of the 
Psalms to music and helped to 
put melody into worship. He is 
generally considered to be the 
first native-born American com­
poser. 

An ardent patriot, he com­
posed a cantata in celebration of 
the French Alliance with the 

United States. During the war he 
served as Chairman of the Con­
tinental Navy Board. In the 
years that followed, he kept in 
close touch with his friends 
Washington and Jefferson, and 
in 1789 was named Judge of the 
United States Court, Eastern 
District. 

That same year the Conven­
tion of the Episcopal Church 
met in Philadelphia at the call 
of Hopkinson's life-long friend 
"Billy" White, by now the Bish­
op of Pennsylvania. Hopkinson 
served as Secretary for that Con­
vention. 

In 1791' when he was only 
52, death suddenly claimed 
Francis .Hopkinson, lawyer, pa­
triot, active churchman layman 
and melody-maker, whose tal­
ents had so enriched the life of 
the Church in Colonial Pennsyl­
vania. 
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{jloria GJJei BEGAN LIFE AS A SWEDISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rer var, som ar i himmeln! 
Helgadt varde ditt namn" are the 
words you might have heard drift­
ing through the open window of 
Gloria Dei Church in the early 
1700's as the congregation recit­
ed the Lord's Prayer in Swedish. 

This oldest church building in 
Pennsylvania did not start life as 
an Episcopal Church. [twas built 
by Swedes who had traveled 
north along the Delaware River 
from their landing site at what is 
now Wilmington, Delaware. 

As the Swedish settlers began 
their move northward, their gov­
ernor, Johan Printz, chose Tim­
cum Island (near the present Es­
sington, Pa.) as his capitol in 
1643. There they founded the 
first church congregation in 
Pennsylvania. A small church of 
logs was bWlt and used until1645 
when it was destroyed by fire . A 
larger log church and bell tower 
were bWlt at Tinicum in 1646. 

By 1677 the settlers began to 
move north, and again they felt 
the need to build a central place 
of worship. Enter Old Swedes­
Gloria Dei-in approximately the 
18 The Episcopalian 

location we know it today. 
The first church near this site 

was a converted block house be­
longing to a Swedish settler, Sven 
Svensson. It was just south of the 
present building in an area known 
as Wiccaco. Construction of the 
present brick building was begun 
in 1698 and completed by 1700. 
The basic structure of Gloria Dei 
today is much the same as it was 
on June 2, 1700, the day on 
which it was dedicated. 

Pastor Andrew Rudman, a 
Swedish m1sswnary, was in 
charge of the congregation. The 
pastor from the congregation in 
Christina (Wilmington) was the 
preacher. Orchestral music was 
performed by the Rosicrucian 
Brothers of the Wissahickon. 

Several items from the log 
church at Tinicum were trans­
ferred to the new church and 
many are still in use today, in­
cluding the bell, the Baptismal 
Font, and golden sprays on the 
front of the lectern. Also from 
the old church is a carving of the 
Cherubim with an open Bible 
with the quotation in Swedish 

from Isaiah 9:2, "The people that 
walked in darkness have seen a 
great light" on one page, and on 
the other, "Glory to God in the 
highest." 

Throughout the 18th century, 
Gloria Dei remained a mission of 
the national Lutheran Church of 
Sweden. During the Revolution 
the pastors of this church did not 
face the tension of divided loyal­
ty as did their English counter­
parts. The pastors of Gloria Dei 
were appointed by the Lutheran 
Church in Sweden, with loyalty 
only to the King of Sweden who 
was in no way embroiled in the 
quarrel between the Colonies 
and George III of England. 

In the middle of the 1700's, 
the services began to be conduct­
ed in both Swedish and English 
as the area around the church be­
came more and more populated 
with English-speaking residents. 

In 1777 a widow of Philadel­
phia, named Betsy Ross, was re­
married in this church to Joseph 
Ashboum, presumably with a 
ceremony in English. 

In 1784 the last of the Swedish 

nuss10naries came to serve the 
congregation, Pastor Nils Collin. 
It was only three years later that 
the leaders of the congregation 
petitioned the Swedish govern­
ment for the right to elect their 
own pastors in the future. The an­
swer could not be called prompt. 
It was two years corning, but 
when it arrived, permission was 
granted with the stipulation that 
Nils Collin should remain pastor 
until he desired to return to Swe­
den. He never did. He continued 
as pastor until his death in 1831. 

During his pastorate he 
formed a close friendship with 
Benjamin Franklin. One paintirlg 
of Franklin on "his death chair" 
shows Pastor Collin sitting beside 
him. Perhaps as a result of their 
close friendship Gloria Dei has 
today the remains of what seems 
to have been one of the earliest 
lightning rod systems in Philadel­
phia. 

Pastor Collin also was interest­
ed in medicine, which is evident 
from some of his entries in the 
burial records. One notation be­
side the record of the death of a 
three-year-old girl reads, "Died 
from drinking cold water." She 
probably did . Most houses in the 
area at that time had the well in 
the backyard, often too close to 
the privy. 

The Swedish congregation 
and the English people were 
growing closer. At Collin's death, 
Jehu Curtis Clay, an Episcopal 
priest who had been serving as 
assistant, was elected pastor. 
Fourteen years later, in 1845, 
Gloria Dei asked to become affili­
ated with the Episcopal Diocese 
of Pennsylvania. It has continued 
as an Episcopal church ever since. 

Among the many reminders of 
Gloria Dei's past are a Breeches 

Bible given to the church by Wil­
liam Penn (a translation of the 
Bible in which Adam and Eve 
were said to have put on "breech­
es" when they discovered their 
nakedness), a 1798 Swedish wed­
ding crown, and the Jetter sent 
from Sweden giving Gloria Dei 
independence. 

Outside in the old graveyard 
is a memorial to a one-time mem­
ber, John Hanson. He is described 
as "first President of the United 
States," having been elected in 
Congress under the Amended Ar­
ticles of Confederation (1781-82). 

Although designated a " Na­
tional Historic Site," Gloria Dei 
is not simply a place for tourists 
to visit. It is an active Episcopal 
congregation with a full schedule 
of services on Sundays and week­
days and a pastoral ministry to 
the community it serves .. 

Gloria Dei-"Sa lyse edert ljus 
informanniskorna, att de rna se 

edra goda garningar och prisa 
eder Fader, som ar i himmeln." 
May you continue to "Let your 
light so shine before men that 
they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is 
in heaven." 

The Rev. David B. Rivers, Rector. 
Sunday Services: 9:00 a.m. Holy 
Communion; 11 :00 a.m. Morning 
Prayer & Sermon ; Holy Communion 
on the First Sunday of the Month. 

To reach Gloria Dei fro m center 
city, go east toward the Dela ware 
River and travel south on either Front 
Sueet or 2nd Street, t urn left on 
either Christ ian Street or Washington 
Avenue. 

Church open daily from 9:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m., Sunday from 17.:00 
noon to 5:00 p.m. Evening Prayer 
daily at 5:00 p.m.- except Saturday. 

Swedish-Anglican 
relations continued strong throughout 

the colonial period 

St. James - Kingsessing 
In March, 1638, two small 

Swedish ships, Kalmar Nyckel 
and Fogel Grip, sailed up the 
South River, as the Delaware 
was then called, and landed at 
what is now Wilmington. There, 
after purchasing land from the 
Indians, they constructed a log 
fort named Fort Christina for 
the Swedish Queen. The colony 
of New Sweden lasted only 17 
years ; for a time ties were brok­
en between the mother country 
and the Swedish settlers. 

Toward the end of the 17th 
century a Swedish visitor to the 
Delaware Valley was surprised to 
find descendants of his country­
men worshiping according to the 
Swedish rite although they were 
without a pastor. He wrote the 
King of Sweden , who sent both 
clergy and books. 

Some 60 years later, Kingses­
sing had become an inland farm­
ing district settled in great part 
by Swedish descendants. Since 
the Swedish churches in Wiccaco 
and Wilmington were too far 
from them, Gloria Dei's pastor, 
the Rev. Carl Wrangel, began 

preaching in the home of James 
Coultas on Sunday afternoons. 
When the crowds became too 
great, he had to preach outdoors. 

In 1762 the congregation e­
rected a church on land which 
had been the property of An­
drew Justis of Mill Creek hun­
dred. The indenture says the 
land was to be for a Lutheran 
church "to be officiated and 
served in the English tongue by 
the Swedish Episcopal Lutheran 
Minister of Wiccaco near the city 
of Philadelphia." 

Mr. Coultas, who was a 
wealthy surveyor and engineer, 
supervised the bWlding. Often 
more than 100 people at a time 
came to work on the structure, 
and many contributed ftnancial­
ly. Mr. Coultas gave £ 40 toward 
the building, and the royal Gov­
ernor of Pennsylvania gave £ 20. 

The rectangular church- the 
nave of the present building­
could accommodate 600 people. 
It had a gallery around the in­
side, a double row of rectangu­
lar windows, and a Swedish 
earthenware stove. The door on 

Christ Church-Upper Merion 
E arly Swedish settlers along 

the banks of the Schuylkill held 
services in their homes and in the 
schoolhouse before they built a 
log church on Gunnar Rambo's 
land about 1735. The Swedish 
minister of Gloria Dei served the 
congregation as he was able. By 
17 59 the Rev. Carl Wrangel was 
holding monthly services. In 
1760 the congregation built a 
"regular" church, which is the 
nave of the present bWlding. 

Christ Church obtained a 
charter from Thomas and Rich­
ard Penn, sons of William Penn, 
in 1765. At that time the three 
Swedish churches at Upper Mer­
ion, Kingsessing, and Philadel­
phia were united. 

During the colonial period, 
when ministers were few, Swed-

ish and Church of England 
clergy, being members of Episco­
pal Churches which were in full 
communion, served each other's 
congregations. The Swedish set­
tlers and their descendants in the 
English colony soon ceased using 
their mother tongue for worship 
and frequently used The Book 
of Common Prayer. 

After the Rev. Nicholas Col­
lin's death in 1831 , the clergy 
who served the three Swedish 
churches were all Episcopalians. 
Some of Christ Church's mem­
bers protested against this, but 
the courts refused to grant an in­
junction. 

Although the parish had Epis­
copal rectors, contributed to the 
Diocese of Pennsylvania, had a 
seat in diocesan convention, and 

the side faced the King's High­
way (present Woodland Avenue). 

During the American Revolu­
tion the area seesawed under the 
control of both sides. Many Rev­
olutionary soldiers, including Lt. 
Peter Jones and Gen. Josiah Har­
ma.r, were buried in the cem­
etery. 

After the Revolution the 
Church in Sweden informed the 
Swedish chu.rches in America it 
could no longer send them 
clergy and fmancial aid and they 
were free to call pastors from 
either the Lutheran or Episco­
pal Church. The United Parish 
of Gloria Dei, St. James', and 
Christ Church (Upper Merion) 
called the Rev. Nicholas Collin, a 
Swede who had been in America 
since before the Revolution. 

Pastor Collin's Episcopal 
assistant, the Rev. Jehu Curtis 
Clay, became rector in i 831 and 
began the process of dividing the 
parish into three independent 
congregations. St. Jaq~es' was ad­
mitted into convention with the 
Diocese of I,>ennsylvania in 1844, 
the first of the three congrega­
tions officially to become an 
Episcopal parish. 

The Rev. Robert C. S. Deacon, Rec­
tor. Sunday Services: 8:15 a.m. Holy 
Communion; 10:00 a.m. Family 
Service, Holy Communion on the 
First Sunday of the Month. 

To reach St. James' from center 
city, go south on Walnut Street to 
42nd Street and turn left; go to 
Woodland Avenue and turn right; go 
approximately two miles. The church 
is on the left-hand side between 
68th and 69th Streets. 

received regular episcopal visita­
tions, it did not enter into con­
vention until 1957, perhaps as a 
result of the previous controver­
sy. Until it did, Christ Church 
was legally a Swedish Lutheran 
parish under the jurisdiction of 
the Archbishop of Uppsala. 

The Rev. A. William Degerberg, Rec­
tor. Sunday Services: 8:00a.m. Holy 
Communion; 11:00 a.m. Family 
Service: Holy Communion on the 
First Sunday of the Month, Morning 
Prayer on the other Sundays. 

To reach Christ Church from cen­
ter city, take the Schuylkill Express­
way west; exit at Valley Forge onto 
Rout e 202 North; follow signs to 
Bridgeport, not going over the bridge 
but bearing right at the fork in the 
road; at the second traffic light, turn 
right (the Fidelity Bank is on the cor­
ner) on Fourth Stree t; at the end of 
the street, which narrows to a dead 
end, is the church parking lot on the 
left. 

St. James- Bristol 

]ohn Rowland and Anthony Burton, laymen 
carrying on the work the Rev. Thoroughgood Moore 
began prior to 1707, gathered the Anglicans of Bris­
tol for worship on a regular basis. Since they had no 
minister, the men appealed to the Rev. John Talbot, 
just across the river at St. Mary's, Burlington, N.J. 
Mr. Talbot agreed to hold occasional services and 
rowed across the Delaware to do so. 

Mr. Talbot had been sent by the English Society ... 
for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts 
to report on religious conditions in the American 
Colonies; he stayed as a missionary. Early documents 
indicate he was consecrated abroad by Jacobite, non­
juring bishops, which- if true- would make him the 
first bishop of the Church in America. 

In 1712 the ,Church of England congregation at 
Bristol built a church on land Mr. Rowland and Mr. 
Burton donated. The one-story bWlding of brick and 
stone was dedicated July 25 , St. James' Day, hence 
the name. Mr. Talbot gave the black walnut pulpit. 

After Mr. Talbot's return to England in 1720, a 
series of English missionaries served the church on an 
irregular basis. Several were rectors of St. Mary's; an­
other had charge of parishes at Oxford and Radnor. 

As the divisions between the colonists grew, 
Church of England missions in the colonies suffered 
from neglect. Many loyalist parishioners left the 
area, and the clergy who upheld their ordination 
vows were unable to officiate in public. Even before 
the Revolution St. James' Church was abandoned 
and vandalized. During the war Continental troops 
stabled their horses in the building. 

After the war the original building was ·cestored 
and enlarged, and services were resumed. In 1857 
the congregation built a new church. 

Several Revolutionary War dead are buried in St. 
James' graveyard. Capt. John Green, commanding 
officer of the Columbia, the first American ship to 
carry the U.S. flag around the globe (1787-1790), 
and Thomas A. Cooper, a prominent English actor 
and first idol of the American theater, are also bur­
ied there. 

The Rev. Stanley P. Gladfelter, Rector. Sunday Services: 
8:00a.m. Holy Communion; 10:30 a.m. Holy Comm\11\ion 
on the First and Titird Sundays of the Month, Morning 
Prayer the Second and Fourth Sundays . 

To reach St. James' from center city, take Route 1-95 
north to Route 413; turn right, proceed about a mile; cross 
Route 13 into Bristol. Pass the entrance to the Burlington­
Bristol Bridge and the Rohm and Haas plant. Go to the 
head of Mill Street; turn right and go to the Delaware River; 
turn left and go three blocks to Walnut Street; turn left and 
go two blocks. The church is in a large churchyard. Allow 
45 minutes from Philadelphia in light traffic. 
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c51Jbsalom Cjones 

Absalom Jones was born on November 6, 1746 in 
Sussex, Delaware, where he grew up as a house slave. Al­
ways zealous to learn, he taught himself to read-out of 
the New Testament among other books. When he was six­
teen, he was sold to a store owner in Philadelphia, the city 
where he was to spend the rest of his life. After store 
hours, he attended a night school for blacks operated by 
Quakers. At the age of 20 he married a woman, also a 
slave, and was able to purchase her freedom with his 
savings. 

Jones bought his own freedom in 1784 but continued 
to work in the store for wages. Throughout this period 
he was acquiring real estate in Philadelphia. 

Jones belonged to St. George's Methodist Episcopal 
Church where he served as lay minister for the black 
membership. Pie was joined in 1786 by another black lay 
preacher, Richard Allen, who became his lifelong friend. 
Their active evangelistic efforts greatly increased black 
membership at St. George's; alarmed,.St. George's vestry 
decided to segregate blacks into an upstairs gallery with­
out notifying black members. After a scuffle during a 
Sunday service in which ushers attempted to remove Jones 
and others, the blacks indignantly walked out in a body. 

On April 12, 1787, blacks organized the Free African 
Society. This was the first publicly organized Afro-Amer­
ican society and Absalom Jones and Richard Allen were 
elected overseers. Members of the Society paid monthly 
dues and the money was distributed to those in need. 
Members were not allowed to gamble, drink, or disregard 
marriage vows;those who did were admonished, suspend­
ed or expelled. The society established communication 

mayor of Philadelphia, Jones and Allen organized the 
black community to serve· as nurses and undertakers. 
When a white writer accused blacks of charging exorbi­
tant fees and of stealing, Jones and Allen published a de­
tailed refutation which was endorsed by Mayor Clarkson 
who thanked blacks for "their diligence, attention, and 
decency" during the plague. 

The church was completed in 1794 and dedicated on 
July 17 by two Episcopal rectors as "The African 
Church." Although Absalom Jones favored affiliation 
with the Methodists, the majority of his parishioners voted 
to unite with the Protestant Episcopal Chun:h since they 
had earlier been "so violently persecuted" by white 
Methodists. Richard Allen withdrew with a few followers 
to begin a black Methodist congregation but Absalom 
Jones agreed to abide by the majority decision. 

The African Church applied for membership in the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Pennsyl­
vania insisting on the following three conditions: 1. they 
should be received as a body already organized; 2. they 

AND ST. THOMAS 
AFRICAN EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

By the Rev. J. Carleton Hayden 
Associate Professor of History, Howard University 

should have control over their local affairs; and 3. Absa­
lom Jones should be licensed as their layreader and, if 
qualified, ordained as their minister. The African Church 
was determined to exercise control over its affairs and 
never be humiliated again. On October 17, 1794, it was 
admitted to the Diocese ofPennsylvania as St. Thomas 
African Episcopal Church. 

The diocesan convention agreed to release Jones from 
Latin and Greek as ordination requirements but stipulated 
that no blacks could pat:ticipate in convention or "inter­
fere with the general government of the Episcopal 
Church." Bishop William White ordained Jones as deacon 
on August 16, 1794. 

Absalom Jones was an earnest preacher but it was his 
constant home visiting, mild manner and even temper 
that made him beloved by his own flock and the com­
munity generally. St. Thomas Church grew from less 
than 250 members to over 500 during his first year. He 
was ordained to the priesthood in 1804, anticipating by 
fifty 'years the ordination of an American black by. the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

Sunday morning at St. Thomas' 
African Episcopal Church 

clean their hands of slaves" He referred to God as the 
"Father of the human race" who acted in history on "be­
half of the oppressed and distressed." Slave insurrections, 
he saw as instruments of God's justice. Jones petitioned 
Congress in 1800 to abolish the slave trade and to provide 
for gradual emancipation. 

He and Allen kept up a close cooperation. When the 
African Masonic Lodge opened in Philadelphia in 1798, 
Jones was elected as worshipful master and Allen as trea­
surer. In 1812 they jointly recruited 3,000 men to form 
a "Black Legion." 

He exhorted his fellow blacks to live morally, to work 
hard, save money and to acquire skills and education. He 
founded the Society for the Suppression of Vice and Im­
morality whose members visited poor black families to 
advise, prayers, Bible-reading and assistance with food 
and fuel. He even began a shortlived insurance company. 

When some prominent whites founded the American 
Colonization Society in 1816 for the purpose of sending 
blacks back to Africa, Jones and Allen organized a con­
vention to mobilize black opinion against such coloniza­
tion. Approximately 3,000 blacks assembled at Allen's 
church in 1817. After hearing Jones and other speakers, 
they declared their determination never to desert slaves 
who were their "brethren by the ties of consanguinity, 
suffering and wrong." They insisted that their blood and 
sweat had enriched the American continent and that 
they were as entitled as whites to full citizenship. 

Absalom Jones died on February 13, 1818. 

.. ./ with similar black groups in Boston, Newport, and else­
where. 

Absalom Jones saw his role and that of his church as 
providing a wide range of efforts to meet the pressing 
needs of black people. The founders of St. Thomas stated 
that they had organized "for the purpose of advancing 
our friends in the true knowledge of God, of true religion, 
and of providing the ways and means of restoring our 
long lost race to the dignity of men." 

In his vigorous denunciation of slavery, Jones was an 
early exponent of what is now termed "black theology." 
Jones cried, "God himself was the first pleader of the 
cause of slaves" as he warned "our great oppressors (to) 

Over the years a small band of black Episcopalians has 
kept his memory alive but of late his renown has greatly 
increased. The Absalom Jones Theological Institute was 
established in 1972 at Atlanta, Georgia. In 1973 General 
Convention designated February 13 as a day to honor 
Absalom Jones. His grave was located and restored in 
1974 by the Prince Hall Masons. A recently discovered 
oil portrait of Absalom Jones painted by Raphaelle Peale 
in 1810 was displayed at The National Portrait Gallery 
in Washington, D.C. 

.. 

The African Society began to build a church in 1792. 
A severe yellow fever epidemicinterrupted. At the urgent 
appeal of Dr. Benjamin Rush and Matthew Clarkson, 

This article appeared recently in the Bicentennial 
Newsletter of the Episcopal Church. 

The roster of Colonial and Revolutionary leaders buried in Christ Church and St. Peter's Church 
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Earliest grave marker 
in Christ Church 

The E.Piscopalian 

Christ Church 
Hon. John Penn, last Colon­

ial Governor of Pennsylvania 
The Rt. Rev. William White, 

rector of Christ Church and St. 
Peter's, first Bishop of Pennsyl­
vania 

The Rev. Richard Peters, rec­
tor of Christ Church and St. 
Peter's, member of Provincial 
Council 

The Rev. Robert Jenney, rec­
tor of Christ Church 1743-1762 

Christ Church Yard 
James Wilson, signer of the 

Declaration of Independence 
and the Constitution, Associate 
Justice of the U.S. Supreme 
Court 

Robert Morris, signer of the 
Declaration of Independence 
and ·the Constitution, financier 
of the American Revolution 

Pierce Butler, signer of the 
Constitution from South Caro­
lina 

Christ Church Burial Ground 

Benjamin Franklin, signer of 
the Declaration of Independence 
and the Constitution 

John Dunlap, printer of first 
broadside of the Declaration of 
Independence 

Dr. John Kearsley, prominent 
physician, vestryman and super· 
intendent of construction of 
Christ Church, member of 
Assembly of Pennsylvania 

Samuel Powell, Mayor ' of 
Philadelphia 1775-1777, 1789-
90, Speaker of Senate of Penn­
sylvania 

Joseph Hewes, signer of the 
Declaration of Independence 

George Ross, signer of the 
Declaration of Independence 

Francis Hopkinson, signer of 
the Declaration of Independence 

Commodore William Bain­
bridge, Naval hero of War of 
1812, captain of the Constitu­
tion 

Dr. Benjamin Rush, promi­
nent physician, signer of the 
Declaration of Independence 

St. Peter's Churchyard 

The Rev. Jacob Duche, rector 
of St. Peter's and Christ Church 
during early days of the Revolu· 
tion 

Charles Willson Peale, portrait 
artist of the American Revolution 

John Nixon, proclaimer of 
the Declaration of Independence 

Benjamin Chew, first Chief 
Justice of the United States 

Alexander James Dallas, Sec­
retary of the Treasury 

George N. Dallas, Vice-Presi­
dent of the United States 

7 Indian Chiefs, representa-· 
iives of mid-western tribes to the 
national .government of the 
United States, who died during 
the yellow fever epidemic of 
1794 

Nicholas Biddle, president of 
tne United States Bank 

Stephen Decatur, Naval hero 
William Shippin, hero of the 

Battle of Princeton · 
Lewis Hallam, 
John R. Scott, first American 

actors 
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Vital Ministries Begun in Colonial 'fimes Continue Today 

Trinity Church-Oxford 
Wen the Rev. Evan Evans 
arrived in Philadelphia in 1700, 
he learned that at Oxford, nine 
miles from the city, a group of 
Anglicans worshipped in a for­
mer Quaker meeting house. The 
congregation was probably 
founded prior to 1698 by the 
Rev. Thomas Clayton, the first 
Church of England minister 
known to have been in the Col­
ony of Pennsylvania. 

About Trinity, Mr. Evans 
wrote in 1707 to the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel in 

.. Foreign Parts: " ... where for the 
first four years after my arrival 
in Philadelphia I frequently 
preached and administered both 
the Sacraments; [it] had, when 
I iast preached in it, about 140 
people-rriost of the people 
brought over to the Church of 
England from Quakers, Anabap­
tists, and other persuasions." 

The gravestone of Elizabeth 
Roberts, who died in 1708, tells 

"the story of one convert: 

Here, by these lines is tes­
tify'd, 

No quaker was she when 
she dy'd, 

'So far was · she from 
Quakerism, 

That she desired to have 
baptism. 

For her, our babes and 
children dear, 

To this, these lines true 
witness bear, 

And furthermore, she did 
obtain, 

That faith that all shall 
rise again 

Out of the graves at the 
last day, 

And in this faith she passed 
away. 

In 1711 the congregation built 
a new church and "subscribed 
£20 a year to their minister in 
money and country' produce." 
The brick building stood east 
and west and had a south door 
and porch. Although it had nei­
ther floor, pews, nor heat, it was 
considered quite acceptable. 

The small country church was 
not without treasures. In 1713 
Queen Anne sent a silver chalice 
and a small individual paten, 
both engraved "Annae Reginae," . 

-------·-----------· ·--­--...,.....___ _ 

---
-- ~ : 

-~ 
~---

and two years later the Rev. 
John Humphreys, who was cur­
rently serving the church, and 
some friends gave an American­
made silver paten. The young 
parish also had a small library of 
valuable theological books, 
thanks to the SPG. Later, in 
1746, the Society sent . Trinity 
a !me Bible bound with the 
Prayer Book. 

The Rev. Andrew Rudman, a 
Swede, ministered to Trinity 
from 1705 to 1708. The Rev. 
John Clubb officiated in 1714 
and 1715 as well as at St. David's, 
Radnor, "about 20 miles distant, 
and he paid dear for it, for the 
great fatigue of riding between 
the two churches in such dismal · 
ways and weather as we general­
ly have 'for four months in the 
winter soon put a period to his 
life." 

In 1719 the SPG sent the Rev. 
Robert Weyman to take charge 
of Trinity and St. David's. He 
was followed in 1733 by the 
Rev. Alexander Howie. In 1741 

Mr. Howie wrote the SPG that 
his salary was paid haphazardly 
and in odd amounts. "When the 
sum of money is paid after this 
way, it is but small service to a 
family. The people of our prov- ­
ince are this and that, here and 
there, and of no steady princi­
ples, sometimes anything or 
nothing, just as the humor takes 
them or the Spirit of Giddiness 
moves them." 

The Rev. Aeneas Ross be­
came rector in 1742. His family 
was involved in the Continental 
cause. His daugh.!er-in-law Betsy 
qesigned the new country's flag; 
and his brother George signed 
the Declaration oflndependence. 

The Rev. Hugh Neill succeed­
ed Mr. Ross in 1758. The follow­
ing year the church was partially 
floored, pewed with 22 pews, 
and furnished with a pulpit and 
"morning cloath." Mr. Neill 
wrote the SPG that "one invet­
erate prejudice reigns among[the 
congregation] ; this is their anti­
pathy to Infanf Baptism." 

After Mr. Neill's departure in 
1766, the Rev. William Smith of 
the College of Philadelphia be­
came interim minister. Dr. Smith 
eventually helped to form the 
Protestant Episcopal Church-he 
named it-and was, with the 
Rev. William White, largely re­
sponsible for the first American * 
Prayer Book. · 

Records for the war period 
are missing. Since Mr. White of 
Christ Church was, at the end 
of the . war, the only Anglican 
parish priest in Pennsylvania, 
Trinity must have spent several 
years without benefit of clergy. 

After · the Revolution the Rev. 
William Sinith of Scotland, no 
relation to Dr. Smith, came to 
the parish; he stayed but a short 
time. 

Between 1786 and 1798 the 
church was extended 21 feet at 
the east end. In the 1800's sev­
eral additions were made and a 
tower added. 

The Rev. Noble M. Smith, Rector. 
Sunday Services: 8:00 a.m. Holy 
Communion; 9:15 a.m. and 11:00 
a.m. Holy Communion on the FirSt 
Sunday of the Month, Morning 
Prayer on the other Sundays. 

To reach Trinity, take the Schuyl­
kill Expressway toward Valley Forge, 
exiting at ~ Roosevelt Boulevard 
(Route 1) and taking the extension 
north; tum left on Rising Sun Ave-· 
nue and go to Longshore Avenue (ap­
proximately 2~ to 3 miles); turn 
right. The church is located on the 
left, surrounded by a stone wall and 
cemetery. Allow 30 to 45 minutes. 

C' All Saints-T orresdale 
c:Jundry new members that in Philadelphia, saw the pamphlet 

formerly belonged to the Swed- and invited Dr. Smith to visit him. 
ish and other congregations are By 1755 the academy had be­

-added to our church; and we are come a college and Dr. Smith 
about erecting [in Dublin Town- had become a priest and the col­
ship] a handsome new chapel at lege's provost. · 
about 7 mile from Oxford An outspoken man, Dr. 
Church to be used alternately as Smith was jailed in 1758 for his 
a Chapel of Ease by our mission- defense of Judge Moore, a justice 
ary at Oxford, and the Swedish of the peace and a member of St. 
missionary at Philadelphia." So David's, Radnor. The Pennsylva­
wrote · the wardens of Trinity nia Assembly had charged the 
Church, Oxford, to the SPG in judge with extortion. His defense 
July, 1771. - of his rights and reputation in-

Dublin Township was a n,ual censed the Assembly, which then 
area settled by the Swedes, then arrested and jailed him for libel. 
the English. From the beginning Provost Smith was also charged 
both groups cooperated in their with libel as an accessory to pub-
efforts to spread the Gospel. In lication of the judge's address to 
1771, when Dr. William Smith the Governor. Not intimidated, 
decided his parishioners from Dr. Smith continued teaching 
Dublin Township were ready for from his jail cell. 
their own church, he obtained-a On June 3, 1758, Dr. Smith 
grant of land along the King's married Rebecca Moore, the 
Highway (Frankford Avenue) judge's daughter. The Rev. Wil· 
from Christian Minnick, a Swede. · liam Currie of~ciated at th~ cere­
Building the chapel .and minister- ·mony-at Moore Hall in Radnor . 
ing to its members were joint ef- Prior to the Revolution Dr. 
forts. Dr. Smith and the Swedish Smith stood for a moderate 
missionary each conducted serv- course rather than an open ):>reak 
ices one Sunday afternoon a with England. On July 20, 1775, 
month. he preached at All Saints', advo-

All Saip.ts' was dedicated Nov. eating reconciliation. He prayed 
3, 1773 . . The Rev. Jacob Duche that God would give the King, 
of Christ Church, Philadelphia, "as the Father of all his people," 
gave the sermon. He commended the wisdom to treat with them, 
the people "who at your own "to reconcile and establish their 
private cost have erected this mutual rights upon the most per-
plain, decent, and commodious manent foundation." 
building." Dr. Smith continued as pro-

The congregation grew rap- vost of the college and rector of 
idly. Many of its members were All Saints', Trinity (Oxford), 
converts from other denomina- and St. Thomas' {Whitemarsh) 
tions. "It would be a most ac- until the British army advanced 
ceptable gift to numbers of on Philadelphia in the summer 
tl}.em," wrote Dr. Smith to the of 1777. Then All Saints' was 
SPG in May, 1774, "who are not closed. / 
originally bred to the Church,- The British left the city the 
but now cheerfully join in our following year, and Dr. Smith te-
service, if I had some prayer opened his churches. In 1779 he 
books to give them. A Bible and lost his post as_- provost and the 
a Prayer Book for the Church, income it provided. With no more 
marked as the Society's gift, SPG aid, his congregations could 
would be a lasting memoran- not support him. In 1780 he re-
dum of the nursing care of that signed. 
venerable body." The Society All Saints' erected a new 
took the broad hint and sent the church building in 1855, remov-
requested Bible and Prayer Book ing the original structure. 
as well as 25 Prayer Books for 
parishioners. Dr. Smith ordered 
100 more Prayer Books at his 
own expense. -

William Smith was born and 
educated in Aberdeen. In 1751 
he . emigrated to New York 
where he worked as a tutor and 
wrote a pamphlet on education. 
Benjamin Franklin, who was at­
tempting to found an academy 

The Rev. A. Edward Chinn, Rector. 
Sunday Services: 8:00 a.m. Holy 
Communion; 10:00 a.m. Family 
Service and Church School. 

To reach All Saints', leave Phila­
delphia on Route 1-95 North (Dela­
ware Expressway), exiting at Acade­
my Road; turn right onto Frankford 
Avenue and go north 6 blocks to the 
church. 

May, 1976 21 
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St. Thomas-Whitemarsh 
"I covered the rear with some 

infantry and Col. Bearins' dra­
goons," Gen. Wayne continued, 
"but fmding the enemy deter­
mined to push us hard I obtained 
from Gen. Stephens some field 
pieces and took advantage of a 
hill which overlooked the road 
upon which the enemy was 
marching. They met with such a 
rec~ption, that they were reduced 
to retire over the bridge which 
they had just passed and gave up 
further pursuit." 

Le Farmar family, with its 
retainers, arrived in Philadelphia 
in September, 1685. Early the 
following year they took posses­
sion of a 5,000-acre land grant 
obtained from William Penn. 

The grant included a hill 
which had been an Indian burial 
ground. This may be the reason 
~dward Farmar set it aside as a 
place of worship and sometime 
between 1690 and 1700 built a 
log church on it. This church 
was purposely burned in 1710 to 
make way for a stone building 
which stood for 107 years in the 
northeast corner of the old 
graveyard. The stone structure 
was a "pattern" church, so 
called because it was built from 
architectural drawings sent to 
this country · with the earliest 
SPG missionaries. 

The Rev. Evan Evans, rector 
of Christ Church, Philadelphia, 
served St. Thomas' as frequent­
ly as he was able. In 1718 the 
SPG appointed the Rev. R6bert 
Weyman to be missionary to Ox­
ford and Radnor. Shortly after 
beginning his work he informed 
the Society of the congregation 
in Whitemarsh and in reply was 
directed to confme his labors to 

22 The Episcopalian 

the Oxford and Whitemarsh 
churches. Mr. Weyman apparent­
ly didn't follow that order be­
cause records show his contin· 
ued ministry to Radnor; the 
Great Valley, . Perkiomen, and 
even Christ Church, Philadelphia, 
without neglect of his parochial 
duties at Oxford and White­
marsh. 

From 1730 the two congrega­
tions were served by a succession 

The British, however, ob· 
tained possession of Church Hill 
and placed their cannon in the 
church, from which they fired 
up the road at the Americans re· 
treating to Valley Forge. The 
building became quarters for 
both soldiers and horses. The 
raised flat gravestones were used 
as cooking stoves. Many of the 
headstones were broken; frag­
ments with letters and dates are 
still found occasionally. Cannon 
balls have also been found on 
that section of the hill. 

The church was left in a ru· 
inous condition until 1785 when 
an effort was made to revive it. 
A year later St. Thomas', Trinity 
(Oxford), and All Saints' (Tor­
resdale) were incorporated under 
one . charter. One rector served 
the three parishes with inter­
mittent help from clergy in the 
surrounding area. 

of missionaries: the Rev. Messrs. 
Alexander Howie, William Currie, 
Aeneas Ross, and Hugh Neill. 
Dr. William Smith, Provost of 
the College of Philadelphia, 
served intermittently. _ Services 
were all but suspended during • 

The -congregation has built 
two other churches, both on the 
same site just to the east of the· 
first stone church, which was 
torn dovin. -

the Revolution and not resumed The Rev. Richard T. Hawkins, Rec­
until1785. tor: Sunday Services: 8:00a.m. Holy 

St. Thoma~' was the scene of Communion; 9:15 a.m. Family Serv-
ice, Holy Communion on the Third 

action during the Revolution. A· Sunday of the Month; 11:15 a.m. 
bout the retreat after the Battle Holy Communion on the First Sun­
of Germantown, Gen. Anthony day of the Month, Morning Prayer on 
Wayne wrote that the troops who the other Sundays. 
took the direct road from Ger· To reach St. Thomas' from center 

city, take the East River Drive to Wis-
man town formed at Whitemarsh sahickon Drive, which becomes Lin· 
church under Gen. Stephens and coln Drive; go to ertd and tum right 
tarried to collect stragglers. When on Aliens Lane; go to ~rmantown 
the British appeared with a party Avenue and tum left; follow German· 

town Avenue until Bethlehem Pike 
oflight horse,from 1,500 to 2,000 forks to the right; follow Bethlehem 
infantry, and two field pieces, the Pike to Church Road, about 10 
troops were ordered off. minutes. 

St. Peter's-in the Great Valley ' 

~e first Anglican church 
in the upper part of the Welsh 
Barony was a log structure erect­
ed in the early 1700's near Tre­
dyffrin (which means Great Val­
ley). The church was yoked with 
St. David's (Radnor) at the lower 
end into one parish. 

About 1 728 the congregation 
laid the foundation for a stone 
cliurch but did not complete it. 
In 1744 Methusaleh Davis deed­
ed the land for both church and 
cemetery at a "rent of one ear of 
Indian corn, to be paid annually 
whenever legally demanded." 

The-building was fmished that 
year, but for several years it had 
no floor and parishioners brought 
their own seating equipment to 
services. When pews were -in­
stalled, they were _ available to 
anyone who had paid £5 or more 
toward the building of the 

· church. 
With the election of its own 

vestry in 1745, the church separ­
ated from St. David's. The Rev. 
William Currie promptly in­
formed the SPG and asked for a 
Bible and Prayer Book for the 
new stone church called "St. Pe­
ter's in the Great Valey." TI1e 
folio Bible/Prayer Book the So­
ciety sent is among St. Peter's 
treasures. 

In 1750 the parish installed 
an altar beneath, the large, round­
headed east window. The high 
pulpit, with reading desk for the 
clerk beneath it, was placed 
against the north wall opposite 
the south door. Within a decade 
a gallery was added for extra 
seating, and in 1762 two stoves 
were placed in the church. 

A prevailing colonial custom 
was burial within the church, 
sometimes beneath the family 
pew. In 1750 Judge Moore of 
Moore Hall, a prominent member 
of the first vestry, objected to the 
£5 burial fee for such intermenr 
at St. Peter's. He said he wouldn't 
darken the church's doors again 
if the charge weren't repealed. 
The vestry refused to knuckle un­
der, and Judge Moore departed 
to St. David's. 

Since Parson Currie could of-

ficiate at each of his churches on-
ly one Sunday out of every three, 
he welcomed visits from other 
clergy. Dr. Henry M. Muhlenberg, 
a Lutheran minister, conducted 

·services at St. Peter's for the ben· 
efit of German indentured ser· 
vants in· the area. The price he 
paid was preaching two sermons 
at each service, the first in Eng­
lish, the second in German. Mr. 
Currie's flock enjoyed the ser­
mons-good 18th century enter- ' 
t~?tent-and the l~sty German 
smgmg. · 

During the Revolution St. Pe­
ter's was used as a military chapel 
for the King's troops. Both sides 
used it as a hospital and buried 
their dead in the churchyard. 

After Mr. Currie's retir~ment 
i~ 1785, Slator Clay ministered 
in the Welsh Barony. 

Mr. Clay had been admitted to 
the bar of Delaware about l780, 
but ill health forced him to take 
a sea voyage. Before he could 
reach his destination in the West 
Indies, he had been captured by 
a British privateer, then by an 
American privateer, escaped ship­
wreck off Cape Hatteras, and 
been cast upon Bermuda where 
he remained for several years, 
teaching school and contemplat-

. ing entering the ministry. 
Home again, Mr. Clay read of 

the rectorless churches formerly 
_in Parson Currie's care. He served 
them as lay reader and was even­
tually ordained by William White 
to be their priest. 

Mr. Clay developed such a 
large preaching circuit that he 
often hastened to church on 
horseback, wore neither surplice 
nor black gown and bands but 
conducted services in his coat­
tails, and "omitted most of the 
ritual in order to have a longer 
time for his always extempora· 
neous sermon." 

The Rev. Frederick A. Breuninger, 
Rector. Sunday Services: 8 a.m. Holy 
Communion; 10 a.m. Holy Commun­
ion on the First and Third Sundays 
of the Month, Morning Player on the 
Second and Fourth Sundays. 

To reach St. Peter's, take the 
Schuylkill Expressway west to Valley 
Forge, exiting at Route 202 South; 
travel on Route 202 to Route 252, 
taking the Paoli exit; at the first traf­
fic light on Route 252 turn right on· 
to Swedesford Road; go approXi: 
mately 21-2 miles to Church Road and 
turn right; follow Church Road ap­
proximately one mile to the Episco· 
pal Church sign on the left; tum left 
at the sign. This road will lead di· 
rectly into the churchyard. 
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St. David's-Radnor 

At the edge of the wilderness, 
20 miles from Philadelphia, Welsh 
settlers built a log church in. the 
neighborhood of present-day Ber­
wyn. The Rev. Evan Evans, rector 
of Christ Church, Philadelphia, 
helped to establish the mission 
and preached there in Welsh once 
a fortnight from 1700 to 1704. 
Other services were led by lay 
readers and itinerant clergy. 

In 1707 Mr. Evans wrote the 
Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel in Foreign Parts that a 
minister who spoke "the Brittish 
language ... might be capable by 
the blessing of God to bring in a 
Plentifull Harvest Welch. Quakers 

· that were originally bred in the 
Church of England but wero un­
happily perverted." After repeat­
ed requests, in 1714 the SPG as­
signed the Rev. John Clubb to 
the Welsh Barony. 

The log church burned about 
1710. Five years later the people 
at the lower end of the far-flung 
parish built a stone church at 
Radnor. The people at the upper 
end built a log church near pres­
ent-day Paoli. The two congrega­
tions shared both clergy and ves­
try until 1745 wben the upper 
church became St. Peter's-in-the­
Great Valley. 

;::;.: ~- " 

.~ 
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The foundation for the stone 
church was laid with appropriate 
ceremony, attended by nearly all 
the Protestant Episcopal clergy 
in the Province, both Swedish 
and English. One Swedish pastor 
wrote: "First a service with 
preaching was held in a private 
house then they went in proces­
sion to the place where the 
church was to be built. Then a 
prayer was made, after which 
each of the clergymen laid a stone 
according to the direction of the 
master-mason." 

Mr. Clubb, who also had 
charge of the church at Oxford, 
more than 20 miles away, died 
Christmas Day, 1715. Mr. Evans 
stepped into the breach, but the 
Society suggested that the Rad­
nor congregation consider raising 
money to pay for a rector. The 
congregation hastened to reply 
that its members were "generally 
poor settlers .... If we should at­
tempt to bring our Congregation 
under a Certain Salary it would 
be a means to scatter our Congre-. 
gation among Other Societies 
and bring it to Nothing." 

In 1719 the Rev. Robert Wey­
man took charge of the scattered 
parishes. Four years later he 

wrote the SPG that the Radnor 
area needed a Welsh-speaking 
minister. He also said the distanc­
es between the parishes were too 
great for one man. Nonetheless 
he continued his far-flung minis­
try for a decade before resigning. 

The Rev. Griffith Hughes was 
the SPG replacement for Radnor, 
the Great Valley, and Perkiomen. 
Mr. Hughes had wanderlust cou­
pled with evangelistic zeal. He re­
ported a preaching circuit of 
1,105 miles for 1732 but had lit· 
tle time left for his parishes. He 
complained to the SPG about the 
travel and weather. He also vol­
unteered to return to England to 
obtain Welsh Bibles and Prayer 
Books and to translate them if 
necessary. 

Before the SPG could reply, 
Mr. Hughes had sailed to Barba­
does, supplied a church there, de­
cided the climate was beneficial, 
and returned to Pennsylvania. He 

then wrote a formal letter of res­
ignation from his missions and 
went back to Barbadoes. The SPG 
and the Radnor vestry were not 
pleased. 

The Rev. William Currie be­
came rector of the churches at 
Radnor, the Great Valley, and 
Perkiomen in 1737. He found 
about 2,000 residents in the area 
but only 66 communicants. The 
rest were infidels, "Heathen 
Blacks," and "Dissenters of all 
Sorts." 

Parson Currie labored hard, 
and his flocks.increased. In 1755 
he asked the SPG for a curate. 
The SPG retorted: "It is not the 
Practice of the Society to keep 
Curates for their Missionaries." 

Mr. Currie reported constant­
ly to the Society that his congre­
gations had difficulty in provid­
ing him with suitable housing and 
in paying his salary. In 1760 he 
said his "hearers ... at Radnor 
and ye Valley ... are become so 
very careless and lukewarm that I 
cannot get them to meet on East­
er Monday to chuse a Vestry." 

At St. David's the congrega­
tion had a much different atti­
tude toward church property. 
While the interior of the church 

remained unfmished for some 
time, repairs were made prompt­
ly. The flooring was completed 
in 1765 and the pews installed as 
parishioners bought the ground 
inside the church and built their 
own, sometimes occasioning ar­
guments over property lines. By 
1771 the parish had installed a 
large gallery and done other re­
modeling. 

Some of the church's treasures 
were lost in 1742 when the build­
ing was broken into and, accord­
ing to The American Weekly Mer­
cury, the following items. were 
stolen from a chest bound with 
iron hoops: "one large folio Bible 
almost new with Cuts and the 
Arms of the Honourable Society 
in it and writing in several Places, 
one quarto Bible almost new; one · 
black Gown made offme Spanish 
Cloth-one Chalice; two Plates; 
and one Bason being stamp'd 
Radnor Church." 

Parson Currie was a stickler 
for clerical proprieties and 
preached to his flocks arrayed in 
a full-bottomed powdered wig, 
bands, and a black academic 
gown. The stolen gown of fine 
Spanish Cloth was undoubtedly 
his. 

In June, 1763, Mr. Currie in­
vited those interested to meet at 

St.James­
Perkiomen 

Among the English and Welsh 
settlers of Perquihoma was a man 
named Edward Lane. He-acquired 
land along the Perkiomen and 
Skippack Creeks prior to 1 70P 
and gave part of it for a church 
and graveyard. The settlers erect­
ed a log building, and the Rev. 
Evan Evans of Philadelphia held 
occasional services in it. The 
church burned and was replaced 
in 1 721 by a stone building which 
boasted 10 pews.' 

the church to discuss establish­
ing a home guard for protection 
against a possible Indian attack 
led by Chief Pontiac. The Quaker 
government of Pennsylvania had 
made no provision for defense. 

The Revolution made loyalist 
Mr. Currie heartsore. Three of 
his sons served in the Continental 
army; one was invalided home 
and died. A devoted pastor, he 
hated the divisions in his flocks. 
He resigned his parishes when he 
could no longer officiate public­
ly but continued to baptize, mar­
ry, and bury privately and was as­
siduous in visiting the sick. 

Mr. Currie's resignation para­
lyzed the parish. Public services 
had to be conducted by clergy 
of other faiths. On one occasion, 
according to tradition, the clergy­
man was Gen. Arithony Wayne's 
Baptist chaplain, the Rev. David 
Jones. When he climbed into St. 

Edward's son William be- of the -carters of Virginia. When 
queathed 42 acres adjoining the the boy's schooling was complet­
church for the use of its clergy, ed, Mr. Currie went to Delaware, 
and a rectory-in use today-was and, being a member in good 
built about 1732. standing of the' Kirk of Scotland, 

While the Bishop of London was licensed to preach by the 
had jurisdiction over all colonial Presbytery of New Castle. While 
parishes, the Society for the Prop- there he met the Rev. George 
agation of the Gospel in Foreign Ross, an Anglican clergyman. 
Parts supplied them with books He also met-and fell in love 
and mostoftheirclergy. TheSPG with-the Anglican Church and 
sent St. James' a vestry minute Mr. Ross' eldest daughter, the 
book, which bears the Society's Widow Margaret Hackett. Which 
shield and Queen Anne's coat of love came first is a moot question, 
arms, and a combination Bible/ b t dd ght ·s reputed to u a gran au er 1 
Prayer Book. Both books still have said the widow insisted on 
exist. his becoming a priest of the 

Among the SPG clergy who Church as a condition of her mar­
officiated at St. James' were the 

Cl bb R b rying him. 
Rev. Messrs. John u • 0 ert Mr. Currie went to London in 
Weyman, Alexander Howie, and 

1736 for ordination by his dioce-
Griffith Hughes. Mr. Hughes was san, 3,000 miles away, carrying 
assigned to the churches at Per- glowing testimonials of his good 
kiomen, Radnor, and the Great character, learning, and fitness 
Valley, but he took French leave; for the Christian ministry from 
and the Perkiomen vestry asked both the PresbYtery of New Cas-
the SPG to send a more stable 
man who would earn his salary, tle and the clergy of the Church 
or their "Religion will be brought of England in Pennsylvania. In 
into Contempt." The Society's 1737, duly priested, he returned. 

- to take charge of the three 
reply was to send the Rev. Wil- churches to which he was as-
liam Currie. 

Born and educated' in Glas- - signed; a year later he married. 
gow, ¥r. Currie emigrated to the In 1771. Mr. Currie buried his 
colonies as the tutor to an heir adored wife. A year later, how-

David's lofty pulpit, he was dis­
concerted to discover young men 
in the high-backed pews. Patriot­
ism took over. He threw his ser­
mon away, shook a finger at the 
astonished youths, and demand­
ed to know why they were not 
in the American army. 

After the war Mr. Currie again 
ministered to the churches in the 
Welsh Barony, retiring in 1785. 
The SPG gave him an annuity be­
cause he would "never take Wa­
ges of Subjects of a Government 
to which I cannot give my Test 
of Allegiance." 

The Rev. Richard W. Hess, Rector. 
Sunday Services: 8:00 a.m. Holy 
Communion; 9:~5 a.m. (in the chap­
el), 9:20 a.m., and ·-11:15 a.m. Holy 
Communion on the First Sunday of 
the Month, Morning Prayer on the 
other Sundays. 

To reach St. David's from center 
city, take the Schuylkill Expressway 
west to City Avenue (Route 1); fol­
low Route 1 South to Route 30; turn 

.right and proceed west to Devon. At 
the Devon Horse Show grounds turn 
south on Dorset Road (which turns 
into Valley Forge Road in about 1.8 
miles); continue on Valley Forge 
Road to the third stop sign; continue 
about 100 feet. The stone wall on the 
right is the beginning of the church 
property. The chapel is on the left, 
the church on the right. Allow 50 
minutes. 

ever, he wrote the SPG: "Being 
extremely destitute and uncapa­
ble of managing my numerous 
Family consisting of Children, 
Grandchildren, and Old Negroes, 
without a Wife, I was induced to 
marry again." His second wife 
was Lucy Godfrey Jones, a 49-
year-old widow. 

When the Revolution came, 
Mr. Currie had to decide whether 
he could go against his ordination 
vows and stop praying for the 
King and his family. · He couldn't. 
In May, 1776, St. James' elected 
a vestry of 24 men in addition to 
the wardens, and three days later 
Mr. Currie resigned. He wrote: 

To Ye Wardens of St. 
James' Church near Per­
quihoma, Gentlemen: Age 
and infirmity having ren­
dered me unable to offici­
ate in publick at this time 
you are not to expect me 
at Church any more till cir­
cumstances are altered and 
when it shall please God to 
restore me to a better state 
and I can again with safety 
return to ye exercise of my 
function. . . . From your 
loving Pastor William Cur­
rie. 

May, 1976 23 
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On Sept.' 20; 1777, George 

Washington reputedly used St. 
James' rectory to hold a council 
of war. While he and his Contin­
ental forces camped at Valley 
Forge, Major General William Al­
exander, Lord Stirling, was quar­
tered in Mr. Curri~'s home in 
Tredyffrin Township. 

After the Battle of German­
town the church was used as a 
hospital. Over 150 Revolutionary 
soldiers are buried in the ceme­
tery, including Washington's 
friend, Capt. Vachel D. Howard. 

In 1787 Bishop William White 
ordained Slator Clay-lay reader 
to St. James',St. David's, and St. 
Peter's.:..and installed him as min­
ister. Mr. Clay served the three 
parishes for 34 years. 

St. James' had a school asso­
ciated with it as early as 1731. In 
1788 the parish erected a school­
house which today serves as the 
community library. 

The present church, built in 
1843, is located across the Ger­
mantown Pike from its predeces­
sors. Stone from the previous 
building was used; the 17i1 cor­
nerstone is visible over the front 
door. 

The Rev. Leonard Freeman, Rector. 
Sunday Services: 8:00 a.m. Holy 
Communion; 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 
a.m. Holy Communion on the First 
and Third Sundays of the Month, 
Morning Prayer the Second and 
Fourth Sundays. . 

To reach St. James' from center 
city, take the Schuylkill Expressway 
west toward Valley Forge; exit at 
Route 202 South and follow signs to 
Betzwood Bridge, which exits to the 
right within% mile. Cross Betzwood 
Bridge, continue to Germantown 
Pike (Route 422), and turn left onto 
the Pike. The church is 3.5 miles on 
the left . 

St. John's-Concord 

A number of Quakers ofCon­
cord were baptized in 1697. They 
were followers of George Keith, 
a Quaker emigrant who had 
come to believe baptism was as 
necessary to salvation as the in­
ner light. Many Quakers did not 
understaJld Mr. Keith's message, 
and he was read out of meeting. 

Mr. Keith then went to Eng­
land and applied for ordination 
in the Church of England, re­
turning in 1702 as an SPG mis­
sionary. Although he did not 
stay long in the Philadelphia 
area, he visited Concord and con­
ducted service_s in the homes of 
the John Hannums and Thomas ­
Powells, among his early con­
verts. 

The Rev. Evan Evans ofPhila· 
delphia had begun holding serv­
ices in Concord homes in 1700. 
Mr. Keith's visit gave the settlers 
the impetus- they needed to con­
sider seriously building a church, 
and John Hannum gave for the 
purpose an acre of his land along 
the King's Highway northwest of 
Chester. The deed assigns to Mr. 
Hannum's heirs "one penny ster­
ling on the first day of March for­
ever." The log structure and its 
congregation became a mission 
of St. Paul's, Chester. 

In 1707 Mr. Evans went to 
England to report on conditions 
in his churches in Pennsylvania. 
He returned with a gift from 
Queen Anne to St. JOhn's-a 
pewter Commu~on set which is 
still in use. 

Pastoral services were irregu­
lar. Mr. Evans was followed at 
St. John's by the Rev. Messrs. 
Henry Nichols, George Ross, 
John Humphreys, John Back­
house, and Thomas Thompson. 
The Swedish clergy of Holy 
Trinity Church, Wilmington, min· 
istered as they were needed. 

Although the mission was 

keep the Indians from disturbing 
the worshippers. 

In 1739 a parishioner willed 
£20 to the church, in trust. The 
interest was to be used for three 
sermons yearly by Church of 
England clergy on the Sundays 
before Christmas, Easter, and 
Whitsun. 

The Rev. George Craig became 
rector of St. Paul's, Chester, in 
1758. St. John's was a part of 
his mission. During the Revolu­
tion he continued his pastoral 
duties, including burying the 
dead of both sides after the Bat­
tle of Brandywine. 

In 1769 St. John's partici­
pated in a lottery through which 
it received money to repair the 
church. Lottery money_in 1773 
paid for a brick extension to the 
building. In 1 790 the eastern 
end was rebuilt in stone. The 
present church on the hill was 
built in 1844. 

The Rev. Edwa,rd· W. Battin, Rector. 
Sunday Services: 8:00 a.m. Holy 
Communion; 10:30 a.m. Holy Com· 
munion on the First and Third Sun· 
days of the Month, Morning Prayer 
on the other Sundays. , 

To reach St. John's from Philil· 
delphia, leave the city on 1·95 South. 
At Chester take Route 322 west to 
Concordville; tum right on Route 1_ 
North; go about % mile to the frrst 
road on the , right (Old Concord 
Road); go _one mile down the road; 
the church is on the right at the top 
of a hill. Allow 45 minutes to an 
hour from center city. 

St. Martin's-Boothwyn 

/n 1699 Walter Martin, an 
English-born colonist, deeded "a 
free gift to the inhabitants of the 
town and township of Chichester 
[later Marcus Hook] ... for a 
churchyard and free burying 
place-Quakers and reputed 
Quakers only excepted. The in· 
habitants ... which are to have 
free liberty to build a church, 
chapel, or meeting-house are in­
tended to be such as own the two 
ordinances of the sacraments of 

· Baptism and the Lord's Supper." 
, Ten years before, a Chiches­

ter man had deeded two acres 
"the only use for the people of 
God, called Quakers." Mr. Mar· 

- tin's deed was intended to pro· 
vide a hallowed burial place for 
those previously excluded, but 
no evidence exists that he knew 
which Christian group would 
claim it. In 1760 the congregation 
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hQnored Mr. Martin by naming 
the church after him. 

Church of Englanders pur­
chased a frame blacksmith shop 
for £5 and moved it to the bury· 
ing ground. They built rude 
benches, equipped the building 
"as well as possible for divine 
worship," and opened the Chapel 
of Chichester in October, 1702. 
The small congregation thus 
claimed ownership of the land 
Walter Martin provided. 

During its early years a succes­
sion of circuit-riding SPG mis· 
sionaries served the chapel, some 
coming from St. Paul's in nearby 
Chester. Occasionally Swedish 
Lutheran clergy officiated; one 
of them declined to preach more 
than once because he found 
"very little earnestness and zeal 
amongst thein." 

By 1730 the Rev. Richard 

Backhouse had become rector of 
St. Paul's with oversight of the 
mission of Chichester. During his 
tenure the congregation built a 
brick church and used the origi· 
nal frame building as a school, 
the ftrst in the community. 

Because their minister could 
not conduct services for them ev­
ery Sunday, the Church of Eng· 
land congregation worshipped 
twice a month with the Moravi­
ans-Mr. Backhouse hoped ••more 
through curiosity than anything 
else because they show me_ the 
same respect as they ever did 
and carefully attend the church 

~ . . ........... "' . "' .. "' ... .. "' .,.. . .:.'~ .' :.· ... 

St. John's~Compass 

According to its vestry books, 
Church of Englanders in the Pe­
quea area (now Compass) peti­
tioned the Bishop of London to 
send a missionary to conduct 
services in the small frame church 
they built in 1729 and named St. 
John's. The Society for the Prop­
agation of the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts asked the Rev. Richard. 
Backhouse, rector of St. Paul's, 
Chester, to add .the mission to 
his charge. Mr. Backhouse con­
ducted services monthly. 

In 1739 the Rev. John Black­
hall came to serve the Pequea a­
rea. Three years later he left and 
Mr. Backhouse resumen his min· 
istry to St. John's. In 1749 he 
reported to the SPG that the 

- mission had 40 communicants. 
On Nov. 29, 1749, Mr. Back­
house died. 

The Rev. George Craig fol­
lowed and served several years. 
In 1753 the congregation erected 
a stone church. 

The Rev. Thomas Barton min­
istered to St. John's and several 

Many churches have summer 
schedules, mid-week services, 
and Bicentennial events which in­
clude co~ntry fairs, musicales, re­
creation of Revolutionary day 
services. Some churches offer 
tours conducted by costumed 
guides. For complete informa­
tion, call: 

All Saints', Torresdale 
NE 7-8787 

Christ Church, Philadelphia 
' WA 2-1695 

Christ Church, Upper Menon 
BR 2-6036 

Gloria Dei, Philadelphia 
· FU9-1513 

St. David's, Radnor MU 8-7947 

as formerly when it is my turn 
to be there." _ 

Mr. _Backhouse died in 1749, 
leaving his congregations to the 
ministrations of occasional Angli­
can and Swedish clergy. Not until 
1758 did the Rey. George Craig 
come from London, the last SPG 
missionary to Chester. 

The SPG had rules about how 
-congregation~ were to maintain 
their missionaries and church 
property. In 1762 the Society 
threatened to withdraw aid unless 
St. Paul's and its mi~sions main· 
tained "a glebe, a dwelling house, 
and their church and burying 
grounds in decent order and re­
pair." St. Paul's resorted to a lot­
tery, in which St. Martin's particj­
pated. The income was not suffi­
cient, and St. Martin's obtained a 
mortgage to help pay for repairs. 
Mr. Craig also helped by relin· 
quishing his right to one year's 
pew rent. 

Mr .. Craig died in 1783. At his 
request, he was buried beneath 
the church's Communion table. 

'Other small churches from 1759 
to 1776. A . great missionary, 
Mr. Barton was a colonist who 
had gone to England for ordina­
tion. He began serving churches 
in Pennsylvania in 1755, but his 
loyalty to the King of England 
caused him to · relinquish his 
charges during the Revolution. 
For a time Lutheran ministers 
officiated. 

St. John's has had three 
church buildings, erected in 
1729, 1755, and 1838. 

The Rev. H. Roberts Lorenz, Rector. 
Sunday Services: 9:00 a.m. Holy 
Communion. 

To reach St. John's from center 
city, take the Schuylkill Expressway 
west tow_ard Valley Forge, exiting on 
Route 202 South; on Route 202 take 
the Paoli Bypass to Route 30. Take 
Route 30 west, which becomes an ex· 
pressway at Downingtown; at the 
stoplight at Route 10, tum right. Go 
approximately 4 miles to the stop­
light at Route 340; Route 10 turns 
off, keep on Route 340 about ~ 
mile; the church is on the left. 

St. James', Bristol 788-2228 
St. James', Kingsessing 

SA 7-5265 
St. James~. Perkiomen 489-7564 
St. John's, Compass 

(717) 4424302 
St. John's, Concord GL 9-2994 
St. Martin's, Boothwyn 

HU 5-1866 
St. Paul's, Chester TR 2-5711 
St. Peter's, Paoli · NI 4-2261 
St. Peter's, Philadelphia 

WA 5-5968-
St. Thomas', Philadelphia 

GR 3-3065 
St. Thomas', Whitemarsh 

. AD 3-3970 
Trinity Church, Oxford_ 

PI 5-6114 

His remains now rest under the 
basement of the church built in 
1845, a marble slab marking his 
grave. 

In 1967 St. Martin's parish 
moved to a new church building 
in Boothwyn. The 1845 building 
is now home to a small Baptist 
congregation and Marcus Hook's 
Bicentennial Committee. The 
basement is used as a museum. 

The Rev. Ronald E. Joseph, Rector. 
Sunday Services: 8:00 a.m. and 
10:00 a.m.- Holy Communion. 

To reach St. Martin's, Marcus 
Hook, from center city, take the 
Schuylkill Expressway south to 
Route 291; past the airport pick up 
Route 1-95 Sottth, exiting at Chiches· 
ter Avenue; tum left and go approxi· 
mately 2 miles, through Marcus Hook 
to the riveri_~um left, go one block; 
tum left again, go one block; the 
ch~ch is on the right. · · 

To reach St. Martin's, Boothwyn, 
proceed ftom Philadelphia as though 
to Marcus Hook; leave Route 1·95 'at 
Market Street; tum right and go to 
the traffic light; tum left onto Meet· 
inghouse Road; go approximately 
one mile; the church is on the right . 
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St. Paul's-Chester 

The curious memorial tablet, made in England, 
and the first Anglican Church of Chester, built in 1703 

be Anglican church at Ches· 
ter had an uncommon start-it 
was erected over a grave. 

In 1692 James Sandelands, a 
prominent landowner, died and 
his family sent to England for a 
memorial tablet for his grave. 
James Sandelands' story borders 
the tablet. The family's coat of 
arms is on the upper half while 
symbols of death fill the lower 
half. The family then proposed 
to build a wall around the grave. 
Son-in-law Jasper Yeates reputed· 
ly suggested that the walls be 
made higher for a church. 

The red brick building com· 
pleted in 1703 had double doors 
on both the north and south 
sides, flanked by windows. Its 
rafters were of white oak. The 
chancel and aisles were paved 
with brick. East of the north· 
south cross aisle stood a Com· 
munion table within a railed en· 
closure; the pulpit was to the 
right, the reading desk to the left. 
The 8-by-8 pew which directly 
faced the chancel belonged to 
the Sandelands family; the 
memorial tablet was laid in the 
floor. 

In 1745 the parish added a 
bell tower eight feet from the 
west end of the church to house 
a bell · it ordered from England. 
The wood and stone tower was-
40 feet high. 

First Swedish Lutherans, then 
Church of Englanders settled 
Chester, described by 1700 as a 
fme town along good shipping 
roads. Any Anglican services 
were lay-led in private homes un· 
til the advent of clergy at Christ 
Church, Philadelphia. At the 
turn of the century the Rev. 
Evan Evans worshipped with 
the people of Chester once every 
three weeks and helped to organ· 
ize the congregation. The church 
opened on the eve of St. Paul's 
Day, 1703, was the ftrst inChes· 
ter. The Rev. John Talbot of 
Burlington, N.J., preached; he 
also named the church. 

In 1704 the London-based 
Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel in Foreign Parts sent 
the Rev. Henry Nichols to the 
missions of Chester, Chichester, 
and Concord at an annual salary 
of £ 50. He and a large folio Bi· 
ble were the Society's first gifts 

to · Sr. · Paul's: -over a period of 
70 years it spent .on the Ches· 
ter mission alone more than 
$20,000 in clergy salaries and 
church supplies, and, co-mments 
one author, St. Paul's did notre· 
ceive as much as other churche~ 
in the area. Queen Anne, patron 
of the Society, was concerned 
for the religious health of her 
people and encouraged the SPG's 
work. 

From Communion alms dur· 
ing 1704 and 1705 and a £7 gift · 
from Sir Jeffrey Jeffrys, St. 
Paul's purchased a surplice and 
silver chalice and salver from 
England. The chalice was inscrib· 
ed to Sir Jeffrey in gratitude for 
his gift. About two years later 
Queen Anne sent the congrega· 
tiona chalice and salver. 

The Rev. George Ross re· 
placed Mr. Nichols, who went to 
Maryland in 1708. But Mr. Ross 
had left Delaware without SPG 
permission and was inhibited 
from clerical functions. He be­
came a schoolmaster in Phila· 
delphia and two years later went 
to England to confront · the So­
ciety's governors. Upon his rein· 
statement, he returned to serve 
St. Paul's. 

From 1714 to 1724 the Rev. 
John Humphreys was rector. 
When he resigned, various Angli· 
can and Swedish clergy served as 
they were able. The Rev. Samuel 
Hesselius of the Swedish church 
in \Vtlmington was so well_liked 
that the churches at Chester and 
Chichester wrote the SPG, laud­
ing his care: "And may there 
never be wanting · plenty such 
faithful stewards over Christ's 
household." 

In 1728 the Rev. Richard 
Backhouse began a ministry 
which included caring for the 
people of three churches;·preach· 
ing two Sundays a month at St. 
Paul's, one at Chichester, and 
one at Concord-and elsewhere 
on weekdays; and being school­
master at Chester whenever the 
position was vacant. Mr. Back· 

house died in 1749. • • • • • • • · · · 
Over the next 10 years various 

clergy ministered to St. Paul's, 
including the Rev. Thomas 
Thompson who came frOin 
South Carolina but was not 
adapted to the work and "in 
character was not above re· 
proach." In 1758 the Rev. 
George Craig began a 25-year 
ministry. 

In 1762 St. Paul's held a lot­
tery· to purchase a glebe and build 
a parsonage. This fund-raising 
method, in vogue for both civil 
and religious purposes, was 
fmally prohibited by legislation 
not on principle but because its 
constant applications had be· 
come burdensome. 

During the Revolution St. 
Paul's was closed. Mr. Craig 
could not officiate publicly, but 
he apparently ministered private­
ly for he .is listed as missionary 
to the churches of Chester, Chi· 
chester, and Concord without in· 
terruption. 

A descendant of the Scottish 
"Comyns," Mr. Craig's great­
grandfather was Laird of Loch­
terlandich and Provost of Elgin; 
he wa8 buried in Elgin Cathedral. 
The great-grandson was equally 
revered although buried in 1783 
in St. Martin's, Chichester, a lit· 
tie church in the New World. 

St. Paul's has been rebuilt 
twice. The Sandelands tablet is 
on the west side of the nave of 
the present church, near the 
main entrance. 

The Rev. Warren E. Shaw, Rector. 
Sunday Services: 8:00 a.m. Holy 
Communion; 10:00 a.m. Holy Com· 
munion · on the First Sunday of the 
Month, Morning Prayer on the other 
Sundays. 

To reach St. Paul's from center 
city, take the Schuylkill Expressway 
east to Route 291; turn right and 
follow the highway past the airport 
to Route 1·95 South, exiting at 
Chestnut Street in Chester; go left to 
Morton Avenue; proceed to Nlnth 
Street and tum right; St. Paul's is on 
the comer of Ninth and Madison 
Streets~ 

c;;zJ'nfinished CBusiness by The Rt. Rev. J. Brooke Mosley Assistant Bishop of Pennsylvania 

Woodrow Wilson, the twenty-eighth president 
of the United States, reminded us that "some cit· 
izens of this country have never got beyond the 
Declaration of Independence, signed in Philadelphia, 
July 4, 1776. Their bosoms swell against George III, 
but they have no consciousness of the war for free· 
dom that is going on today. The Declaration of In­
dependence is ... not a theory of government, but a 
program of action. Unless we can translate it into 
questions of our own day, we are not worthy of it." 

The dream of human freedom is as old as history, 
stated in those ancient words on the Uberty Bell 
from the Book of Leviticus, "Proclaim liberty 
throughout all the land to all the inhabitants there~ 
of!" And it is as new as tomorrow, echoed in the 
ringing words of Martin Luther King, Jr., "From 
every mountain side, let freedom ring. And when 
this happens-when we let freedom ring, when we 
let it ring from every state and every city-we will 
be able to speed up that day when all of: God's 

children, black men and white men, Jews and Gen­
tiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join 
hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spirit· 
ual, 'Free at last! Free at last! Thank God Almighty, 
we are free at last!' " 

The same vision was glorified by Jesus in His 
home town of Nazareth: "The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me," He declared, "because he has appointed 
me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me 
to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are 
oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord." 

The dream is still far from reality. Thousands of 
years of Jewish-Christian history-and the scant two 
hundred years of United States history and Episco· 
pal Church history- have not freed us from the 
chains of injustice, prejudice, and oppression. There 
is a mountain of unfmished business before us. But 
the dream persists, and it is our hope and prayer, 
God helping, that we can be faithful to it. 

0 Almighty and everlasting 
God, your power calls the 
nations of the world into be· 
ing, your Providence sustains 
them, your righteousness 
judges them: Give us your 
grace, we pray, that we may 
celebrate the Bicentennial 
of this nation in a manner 
that will please you. Fill our 
hearts with Thankfalness for 
the gifts and achievements 
which have blessed Us during 
the years past, and for your 
many and great mercies to· 
ward us. Bring us to repent­
ance for the sins and wrongs 
which we have done or from 
which we profit, and give us 
strength to amend our ways. 
Above all, enable us so to 
dedicate ourselves to your 
just and loving purposes that 
we may labor for the free­
dom and well·being of all 
people, following the exam· 
ple of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ; to whom with 
you and the Holy Spirit, be 
all might, majesty, domin· 
ion and power, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

For Further Reading 

For other publications, sug· 
gested reading, and addition· 
al information about the An­
glican Church in Colonial 
America, consult: 

The Historical Society of 
the Episcopal Church 

Box 2247 
Austin, Texas 78767 

The Forward Movement 
412 Sycamore Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

The Bicentennial Committee 
of the Episcopal Church 

815 Second Avenue 
New York, N.Y.10017 

Additional copies of 
BICENTENNIAL TIME 

for use in parishes, church 
- schools, study groups, or on 

tract tables may be ordered 
for 10 cents per copy from 
The Diocese of Pennsylvania, 
Suite 1600, 1700 Market St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19103. Min­
imum order 25 copies. Please 
include payment with order; 
make checks payable to The 
Diocese of Pennsylvania. 

May, 1976 25 
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Of Special Inter~. in Downtown Philadelphia 
1 Christ Church-1695-2nd St. •orth ef M;arket St. 
2 St. Peter-1761-3rd ~nd Pine Sts. 

: 3 Gloria Dei-1643-Sw.anson St. & Delaware Ave. : 
4 Christ Church Burial Ground-5th & Arch Sts. 
S St. Paul-1761-3rd St. south of Walnut St. ) 
6 Bishop Wliite House-309 Walnut St. 
7 St. StepheJi::: l-823-1 Oth St. south of Market St. 
8 Holy Trinity-1857-Rittenhouse Sq. 
9 St. Luke and Eoiohanv-1834-13th St. south of Locust St. 

10 St. Mark-1848-Locust St. west of 16th St. 
11 St. Oement-1855-20th & Appletree Sts. 
12 Trinity Memorial-1858-22nd & Spruce Sts. 

I 
. • CHERRY STREET 

Cl 

i • z 

13 St. Philip Memorial-1914-19th & Lombard Sts. 
14 St. Mary-1888-18th~ Bainbridge Sts. 

,. IS Crucitiiion-1847-Sth & Bainbridge Sts. 
16 OffiCeS of the Diocese of Pennsylvania-1700 Market St., Suite 

1600, office hours 9:00a.m. to 4:45p.m .• Monday to Friday 
17 Merchant Seamen's Center-3rd & Arch Sts. 

---

• ® St. Thomas original site-1792-Sth St. & Adelphi Ct. 

MARYLAND 
29 North East St. Mary Anne 

(Rt. 272) 
30 Chesapeake City 

St. Augustine 
31 Kennedyville Shrewsbury 
32 Chestertown P.O. St. Paul 

(Rt. 21) 
33 , Chestertown Emmanuel 
}~ WyeMills Old Wye 

DELAWARE 
5 Wilmington St. James 
6 New Castle Immanuel 
7 Middletown St. Anne 
8 Smyrna St. Peter 
9 Dover Christ 

10 Milton St. John Baptist 
11 Milford Christ 
12 Lewes St. Peter, St. George 

NEW JERSEY 
13 Elizabeth St. John 
14 Woedbridge Trinity 
15 Edison St. James 
16 New Brunswick Christ 
17 Perth Amboy St. Peter 
18 Middletown Christ 
19 Shrewsbury Christ 
20 

PENNSYLVANIA • 
1 Carlisle St. John 
2 York Springs Christ 
3 York St. John 
4 Lancaster St. John 

35 Churchtown Bangor 
36 Douglassville St. Gabriel 
37 Reading Christ 

... =·= = = ., 
~ ~ j!: ~ ~ .... .. ... ... ... ... 

Many churches in the area surrounding the Delaware 
Valley trace their origins to colonial times. Driving through 
the area affords the opportunity to visit them. 

PENNSYlVANIA 

pENfiiS"tLVANIA 'TcJR.NPII'<E 

MARYlAND 

VINE STREET 

RACE STREET 

ARCH STREET 

MARKET STREET . -
WALNUT STREET 

LOCUST STREET 

SPRUCE STREET 

LOMBARD STRi£T 

SOUTH STREET 
t • • 
= II: ... = = = = 
1!. ... ., ., 
i :1: j!: :1: §-· j!:. ~ ... ... 
;) .., N ... ... .. ... ... ... Cll 

Spotswood St. Peter 
21 Freehold St. Peter NEW JERSEY 
22 Lambertville St. Andrew 
23 Trenton St. Michael 
24 Burlingkm St. Mary 
25 Mt. Holly St. Andrew N 
26 Clarksboro St. Peter 

--27 Swedesboro St. Peter 
28 Salem St. John .~ 
The Diocese of Pennsylvania, which in colonial times 
extended throughout the entire state, today 
. includes Philadelphia and the surrounding counties 
of Chester, Delaware, Montgomery, and Bucks. Among 
its present 174 parishes and missions, 17 were active 
congregations in the late 1700's 

1 Christ Church, Philadelphia 
2 St. Peter's, Philadelphia 
3 Gloria Dei, Philadelphia 

(Swedish) 
4 Trinity Church, Oxford 
5 St. Thomas', Whitemarsh 
6 St. James', Perkiomen 
7 St. Peter's in the Great Val­

ley, Paoli 
8 St. ,David's Radnor 

_ 91 st Paul's, Chester 

.. 
\ 
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10 St. Martin's, Boothwyn 
(Marcus Hook) 

11 St. John's, Concord 
12 St. James', Bristol 
13 All Saints', Torresdale 
14 Christ Church, Upper Merion 

(Swedish) 
15 St. James', Kingsessing 

(Swedish) 
16 St. John's,Compass(Pequea) 
17 St. Thomas', Philadelphia 

M DNTGDMERY 

I 

I 

BENJAMIN FRANKUN BRID8E 

BAINBRIDQ£ STREET 

' ' ' 
BUCKS 

COUNTY 

• 

. .. '"' . 
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Switchboard Continued from page 4 

the Church needs women priests "who 
are more aware of the needs of the bride· 
groom," referring to the Church as the 
bride imd Our Lord as the bridegroom. 
Mr. Day obviously does not understand 
the usage of the female pronoun in refer­
ring to ships, seas, etc. A ship is always 
referred to as "she" and a ship is the usu­
al symbol for a church; hence, "Mother 
Church," or the Mother Ship for us Chris­
tians, a haven in the storms of our life in 
this restless sea of humanity. 

EVANGELISM 

Claire DeLong 
Marietta, Ohio 

Apart from some good spots, I found 
the report [March issue] on the Grand 
Prairie Conference on Evangelism rather 
depressing. 

Surely evangelism calls for more than 
conversion to the Episcopal Church, no 
matter how beautiful and lovable we 

genuinely feel it to be. There are others 
who see us differently. 

Nor is evangelism primarily a conver­
sion from something else, namely the 
evangelistic style of the fundamentalist 
Churches. One would be rash to assert 
that the Holy Spirit has nothing to do 
with their presence and growth. 

C. S. Lewis, in his Letters to Malcolm, 
tells of an experience while at prayer: "I 
suddenly discovered-or felt as if I did­
that I had really forgiven someone I had 
been trying to forgive for over 30 years. 
Trying and praying that I might." A mir­
acle. Suddenly the Holy Spirit did what 
Lewis could not. 

This is, surely, what the Episcopal 
Church needs- miracles, the Holy Spirit 
achieving what we cannot. 

R. N. Usher· Wilson 
Bronxville, N. Y. 

By now I thought I was pretty well shock· 
proof as far as contemporary Episcopal 

• ,5it rnr1e>o ct 
-for 00 

• ,.--.-.---~ .... 

/e.cwt'n:; horne ! 
by way of THE EPISCOPALIAN. Bright, unbiased 
reporting before, during and after the General 
Convention will be like having a front row seat in the 
House of Bishops, House of Deputies. and the Women's 
Triennial-all at once. Readers will KNOW what's 

· going to take place-what did take place-who said 
what7'"and how Convention acted. A "Six Months 
for $1" Parish Plan will deliver all this to every family 
in your parish at the low cost of only $1 per family. 

To begin a "Six Months for $1" Parish Plan, use the 
coupon below-or call collect (215) L04-2010 

THE EPISCOPALIAN, 1930 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 19103 

Please begin our "Six Months for $1" Parish Plan 
immediately. Our list follows. 

Parish-------------------------

Address ________________________ ___ 

City _______ ____,Sol.Jtt.~~a~te!L_ ___ ~z:.!.ipt!,_ ________ _ 

Ordered by _____ _,_ ____ ____,;; __________ _ 

theology is concerned, but I concede 
Dean Edwards did it to me again. 

I never knew until now that personal 
devotion to Jesus Christ somehow did 
violence to our conception of the Trinity. · 
If so, we had better start revising the 
New Testament along with our Book of 
Common Prayer. 

As for Dr. Lincoln-right on! Any 
chance Dean Edwards could enroll in 
on(l of his courses? 

KEEN EYE 

F. D. Kneibert 
Sedalia, Mo. 

A minor error is in the otherwise accu­
rate and helpful article (March issue) on 
the Draft Proposed Prayer Book which I 
mention only because there has been so 
much hostile criticism on the revision 
process. 

The article refers to the Feast of the 
Presentation (February 2), describing it 
in parentheses as "formerly the Purifica­
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary." This is 
incorrect. The 1928 Prayer Book refers 
to the Feast as "the Presentation of Christ 

Two Summer Sessions at 

ohe Church Divinity 
School of the Pacifc 

Berkeley, C lliforni ,\ 

June 28-July 2 
American Spirituality : 

Three Americans from 
Three Centuries and 
Their Impact on our 
Spiritual Lives 

MASSEY SHEPHERD on 

William White 

ROBERT BELLAH on 

Abraham Lincoln 

JAMES McCLENDON on 

Martin luther King 

July 5-9 
Teaching and Preaching 

From the Gospels: 

A workshop for clergy 
and church school 
teachers on the latest 
research on the four 
Gospels and how to 
prepare ~fff..cctive lessons 
and sermons from them 

Featuring two guest faculty, 

WILHELM WUELLNER 

Pacific School of Religion 

and 

HERMAN WAETJEN 

San Francisco 

Theological Seminary 

For further information 

write the 

Director of Continuing Education 

2451 Ridge Road 
Berkeley, CA 94709 

in the Temple, commonly called 'The 
Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary'." 
The point is: your article suggests the 
SLC has made yet another change where­
as it has simply retained the scriptural, 
biblical title and dispensed with the lat· 
er liturgical designation. · 

Thank you so much for the excellent 
introductory article last month on the 
whole revision process by Prof. William 
H. Petersen. It puts the whole question 
in proper perspective and will be useful 
for study purposes. 

John R. Ramsey 
Marblehead, Mass. 

ED. NOTE: Thank you. You are right. 
The parenthetical copy should have 
been omitted. 

MEETINGS SET 
e The Episcopal Society for Ministry 
to the Aging-April 26-28, New York 
City. 
e The annual convention of the Episco· 
pal Conference of the Deaf-June 20-25, 
Lynchburg, Va. 

NOW IN PAPERBACK tfj 
1817 

"A classical portrayal." 
Harper eJ Row 

-The Baptist Standard 

CASSETTE TAPES 
of 

Outstanding Charismatic Leaders 
in 

Testimonies, Sermons, Teachings 
Inspirational Tape Club offers you the 
opportunity to buy hundreds of never­
before available tapes. No obligation to 
buy any tapes . .. but you 're kept up 
to date with reviews of new ones which 
become available each month. 

Introductory membership only $1 . . . for 
which you also receive the late Peter 
Marshall's " Some Things I Know" . .. 
now a collector's item. 

Send $1 with your name and adrl r.o"s to . 
Inspirational Tape Club, Dfrpt . EP-20 

41 East Main Sl, Mesa, Arlz.,n .. ll!i2G1 

cam 
JESUS CHRIST IS THE ONE AND ONLY P~---

Jesus Christ is the one and only Priest 
for all humanity. The Church cannot cre­
ate a Priest, any more than it can provide 
a Victim. Jesus Christ alone does these 
things because He is these things. 

Jesus Christ shares a real, but dele­
gated priesthood with certain members 
of his Church-first the Apostles and 
afterwards their chosen and ordained 
successors. Those who are called 
"priests" in the Church have no priest­
hood apart from Jesus' priesthood. To 
deny that Christ instituted the Ministry 
is to deny the truthfulness of Scripture. 
To act as if the Ministry were the sole 
creation of the Church is to initiate a 
new religion. 

If you do not believe that the General 
Convention has the authority to do what 
it likes with Christ's priesthood, support t­

thework oft he Coalition for the Apostolic N 

Ministry ... 
r---------------------, 
I I support CAM I 
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Jack Nicholson, one begins to 
suspect, plays Jack Nicholson in 
his films-Easy Rider, Five Easy 
Pieces, The Last Detail, China­
town. As a lot they presented fas­
cinating, rich, feisty characters­
complex, brutal, semi-idealistic ma­
cho men unable to stand alone and 
survive against the system but e­
qually unwilling to bend or give in. 

Mr. Nicholson's latest offering, 
One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest 
(United Artists-Rated "R"), fol­
lows the mold. 

The story is of a small-time 
"hard case" named R. P. -McMur­
phy who is transferred from jail 
to a mental institution for observa­
tion. McMurphy proceeds to lead 
a doomed but glorious rebellion 
against hospital authorities, mobil­
izing the inmates' resistances into 
a tool for their liberation as well 
as his own benefit. In the end, as 
with most Nicholson pieces, real­
ity crashes in and tragedy occurs 
with a his-spirit-marches-on flavor. 

Winner of five Academy Awards, 
Cookoo 's Nest is a realistic, mov­
ing film. Artistically and technic­
ally it deserves the awards, but mor­
ally and philosophically it leaves 
much to be desired. 

The basic paradigm for a Jack 
Nicholson character (whether the 
alcoholic lawyer in Easy Rider, 
the detective in Chinatown, or 
McMurphy in Cookoo 's Nest) is 

YOU 

man as the recalcitrant animal. In­
nately perverse, he is resistant to 
any form of imposed restraint. 
The question in Cuckoo's Nest of 
whether the character should be 
caged or restrained is never raised, 
at least not by any of the sympa­
thetic characters. The film shows 
only that he is caged, and he 
won't put up with it. 

Recalcitrance, of course, im~ 
plies a restrainer/oppressor to be 
resisted. The arch-villain for Nich­
olson . films is ·most often "the 
system"-those in charge or in the 
majority, the red necks in Easy 
Rider, the corrupt politicans in 
Chinatown, the doctors and Head 
Nurse Ratchet (Louise Fletcher) 
in Cookoo's Nest who know 
McMurphy is not crazy but who 
won't release him. These are the 
enemy-those who have "made it" 
in the society the film portrays, 
those whom others would call, 
facetiously or seriously, "Sir." 

It is as if the world is an evil 
and corrupt place and to be suc­
cessful in it one must be ipso facto 
evil and corrupt. This may be the 
key to the Nicholson appeal. His 
films are depressing since the lit­
tle guy usually ends by being 
crushed by those in power, but 
they contain a revolutionary as­
sumption patently made for our 
cynical, semi-paranoid age-that 
those who are successful are auto-

are about to 
lose something •. 
very preCIOUS 
unless you do 
something now. 

We have been presented with a poor proposal for a 
revised Book of Common Prayer. What we are being 
offered abandons the cherished and carefully guarded 
strength of a single Prayer Book for the whole Church, 
and opens the way for division, not unity, in our Com­
munion. 

Send us your name on the coupon below and help 
us win! 

Society for the Preservation 
of. the Book of Common Prayer 

Box 12206 Nashville, TN 37212 
Name: _______________________________________ ___ 

Address; _____________________________ _ 

Citx--------- State _______ Zip·------

Parish ______________________________________ ~ 
. 

- ~ L-~----------------------~~~~--------------~-----· --· J 
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A BLAST OF WATER signals Jack Nicholson's disruption in Cuckoo's Nest. 

matically baddies. Thus we are 
justified in hating them, hurting 
them, resisting them. 

The puritan ethic is turned 
neatly upside down. Whereas the 
puritans held success in this world 
to be a sign of one's election to 
grace, the Nicholson view holds it 
to be a sure sign of damnation. It 
is the ultimate nihilism with re­
spect to authority and success for 
not only are those in authority 
successful, and thus automatically 
corrupt, but' viewers are warned 
against becoming successful them­
selves. By definition, to be suc­
cessful one would "gain the world 
and lose one's soul." 

The Nicholson ethic is seductive 
because it appeals to both the 
worst and best in us as human be­
ings and as Christians. 

The idea that the poor, down­
trodden, and "unsuccessful" are 
somehow automatically virtuous is 
a heresy which has recurred in 
Christian circles over the centuries. 
Much of what passes for revolu­
tionary theology today has the 
basic assumption that whatever 
the unsuccessful do to the guys on 
top is justified because the success­
ful must have been bad to get 
where they are. 

CREATIVE 
GIVING 
This new booklet covers 
the importance of making 
a will and suggests a variety of 
ways to make gifts to the church or 
church organizations while still living. 
Free on request from 
Episcopal Church Building Fund, 
815 Second Ave., New York, N.Y. 10017 

THE FLAX MARY MOORE . 

'A~~;~wo:n-;;IP 
Fair Unens Chasubles Communion Linens 

Chalice Palls. Funeral Palls. Needlepoint Pieces. 

HERE THINGS ARE STILl CREATED 
OUT OF A LOVE OF EXCEU£NCE 

Write For Our Catalog 

Free Booklet on Wills 
Th is free booklet , published by The Episcopal Church 
Foundation , tells you how to evaluate gilts in rela · 
lion to the latest Federal tax laws-how to make 
Uncle Sam your partner in giving-how benefits to 
you as donor can be substantial. Just tear out this 
message and mail with your name and address to THE 
EPISCOPAl CHURCH FOUNDATION. Dept. EP 576 
815 Second Ave ., New York, N.Y . 10017. 

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 
"Conversations with Jesus Christ" 

; A study guide with 13 discussions for adult 
study groups in churches and homes, $1.25 per 
copy_- :$1.50 ' postpaid. Order from 

NEIGHBORHOOD BIBLE STUDIES 
Box 222-E, Dobbs Ferry, N.Y. 10522 

A BIT OF HEAVEN 

Sunglow Mission Ranch 
Nestled in a cool, secluded Chiricahua Mountain 
valley near Douglas, Arizona . Ideal lor FUN and 
complete relaxation of spirit, mind. and body. 
Chopel, library, stereo, lishin~. swimming, riding , 
hiking, birdwatching. rockhunt1ng. N10e housekeep­
ing units, low introductory rates. Perretts, Star 
Route, Pearce. Ariz . 85625. PH., (602) 824-3364. 
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The question which must be 
faced squarely is whether being 
rich or poor, successful or unsuc­
cessful in worldly terms, makes 
any difference for salvation. Our 
Lord, with His "it's harder for a 
rich man to enter the kingdom of 
heaven than for a camel to pass 
through the eye of a needle" par­
able, made clear that being suc­
cessful makes things tougher: But 
He never implied the poor were 
somehow automatically virtuous 
nor that the successful could be 
despised with impunity. 

To canonize poverty, odack of 
success, is just as absurd as canon­
izing wealth. Both are errors in 
judgment because both play on 
the human desire for self-justifica­
tion, coupled with a license to 
hate or despise the "others." 

Films like One Flew Over the 
Cookoo 's Nest are indeed popular 
and profound, but they touch 
some basic depths which are un­
fortunately base and destructive 
for humans. To accept the under­
lying philosophy of a fllm like 
this would be to bind ourselves to 
a moral oppression at least as dubi­
ous as the ones we are ostensibly 
trying to ·overthrow. 

-Leonard Freeman 

Our aim: 
-to do for 
Vestments 
what Henry Ford 
did for the 
automobile! 

Send for our brochure­

ST. MARTIN VESTMENT LTD. 
Lutton, Spalding, lines, 

United Kingdom. 

..---ST. MICflAEL'S MASS-..... 
Music fo r Eucharist - Rite 2 

For Unison Voices & Organ 
An eosy setting in joyful dignity by 

THE REV. BENJAMIN HARRISON 
2211 South Bluff Street, Wichita, Kansas 67218 
Send $1 .00 lor examination pocket lor Priest, 
Organist/Choir and Congregation . 

WILDERNESS RE-CREATION 
Time and place lor renewal , spiritual growth, 
study, in volunteer ecumenical community. 
Sem1nar credit possible from lliH School of 
Theology. Explore trails, mountains, loot, 
horseback. Share work, worship , companion-
ship. June through August. Individuals, lami-
lies. Write tor session details to : 

Executive Director 
RING LAKE RANCH 
Dubois, WY 82513 

INTEGRITY 
FOR GAY EPISCOPALIANS 

$10 MEMBERSHIP/ 
INCLUDES 10 ISSUES FORUM 

701 ORANGE ST., NO. 6 
FT. VALLEY, GA 31030 

COLES HOUSE 
915 Clinton Street • Philadelphia, PA 19107 

Apartment Livin11 in a Family 
Environment for Women , 111 to 35. 

Eqr al Opportunity Housin11 WriiP for In/ormation 
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An involuntary baptism 
by Lt. Norman Cram, CHC, USNR 

My initial experience as a ship's chaplain in early 
1965 was almost an involuntary baptism. H happened 
when I was highlined from the aircraft carrier Ranger to 
a destroyer in the Tonkin Gulf. Attempting to mask my 
apprehension towards crossing the water on a rope in a 
chair dangling above the sea, I clamped a worn cigar 
between my back teeth and attempted to simulate the 
"old salt" role. Its lack of conviction was evidenced 
when the carrier crew tested my .facade and slacked the 
line thereby plunging me within a few feet of the water. 
Half the cigar reached the other side, gracelessly inside 
me. 

Early on, ships crews sent the message that phony 
gestures were easily detected and appropriately dealt 
with. The more compelling message, which has been sent 
again and again in my eleven plus years as a Navy Chap­
lain, is that personal authenticity is the most deeply 
valued characteristic of chaplaincy. In the close quarters 
of life at sea, a chaplain has high exposure. Because of 
the contradictory role which Christian chaplains have as 
followers of the Prince of Peace in a military society 
trained in war, our lives are under constant scrutiny. 

I once refused a tongue-in-cheek request to preach in 
cassock, surplice and stole from on top of a ship's gun 
mount ... so that the requestor could hear "The Sermon 
on the Mount." 

An uncomfortably challenging aspect of serving as a 
Navy Chaplain is continually evaluating one's role. I 
think I entered the service with a tendancy to be an 
ecclesiastical flag waver. In the spring of 1965, I wrote 
a six-part article for a ship's newspaper justifying United 
States participation in Vietnam. 

Perhaps one of the most devious aspects of war is that 
the adrenalin of battle can be mistaken for divine imper­
ative. With guns roaring and ship's crew euphoric in 
harmony, I initially mistook the exhilaration of a com­
munity working in unity as being the Holy Spirit. 

Then came the night that the Captain was ordered to 
fire his five-inch gun battery on some nearby sampans 

From Agana to Zama 
they came to listen 

"A to Z" stood for Agaii.a to Zama as military chap­
lains and lay readers from those and many other "places 
with strange-sounding names" checked in at the Sanna 
Hotel in Tokyo on Jan. 13, 1976, for the annual theol­
ogy seminar sponsored by the Episcopal Church's Bishop 
for the Armed Forces, the Rt. Rev. Clarence E. Hobgood. 
Christian spirituality was the caption for nine hours of 
lectures during the ensuing two-and-a-half days. The Rev. 
William A. Johnson, Canon Theologian of the Cathedral 
of St. John the Divine, New York City, and Brandeis 
University professor of religion, was the speaker. 

Alternating sublimity and wit, Canon Johnson dis­
cussed the spiritual experiences of 18 Christian saints 
who exemplified six . types of holiness. The Canon's 
calendar was very comprehensive, ranging from Augus­
tine to Wesley and from Catherine of Siena to John 
Woolman. 

Each day began with a concelebrated Eucharist at 
"0730" by the military clock and ended with Evening 
Prayer at "2130." By a happy Bicentennial coincidence, 
the sessions were held in the hotel's "Early American" 
room. 

Besides the spiritual and intellectual stimulation of 
Canon Johnson's lectures and Bishop Hobgood's "up­
date" on the Church at home, the sessions made a great 
contribution to the participants' sense of fellowship in 
the Episcopal and worldwide Anglican Communion, a 
vital necessity for those serving remote and isolated 
posts for months at a stretch. 

that were evacuating Viet Cong soldiers trying to escape 
a U.S. Marine sweep. The destruction of the sampans 
and all aboard was easily observed at such close range 
and a gunner's mate named Charlie froze at his post and 
had to be replaced. A minister's son was ordered to the 
task. In perspective, it seems academic and irrelevant · 
whether persons ordered to perpetuate such devastation 
should be ministered to. When the thin fabric of human 
decency is torn with guilt, its tatters and rips reach for 
threads of forgiveness to patch and reconcile within. 
This is ministry. 

Later, I accompanied a Marine Major whose task it 
was to inform mothers, fathers, wives and children that 
their man had died in Vietnam. Though lacking commit­
ment to the war, I conducted funerals and held sobbing 
kin behind the finality of the bugler's taps. The tear­
streaked, "Why?·" was a civilized cover for griefs' anger. 
I felt called to absorb that horror. 

The wisdom of the soul blessedly distorts the past for 
better recollection of happier events. There was the 
Sunday evening on Yankee Station when I began church 
services on the open flight deck of a destroyer. About 
thirty-five persons were seated on folding chairs. It began 
to rain lightly. My child instincts took charge and I 
looked from the pulpit to the captain in the front row 
for guidance as to whether to move under cover or not. 
He shrugged his shoulders. I made the decision to move. 
Moments later, when the folding chairs and congregation 
were reassembled in the hanger, it dramatically stopped 
raining. In sotto voce the Captain sighed, "Oh, Ye of 
little faith!" 

Unpredictable weather was the least obstacle to 
Sunday worship. More formidable were the round the 
clock demands placed on ships in the combat zone. One 
destroyer skipper, who was quite structured in his re­
ligious habits, had to work through his guilty feelings 
over his ship's schedule which precluded even a thirty­
minute period to hold Sunday services. Captain Jones, 
as I'll call him, compensated by renaming Sunday: 
"Jonesday ."The day that services were finally conducted 
was called "Sunday." 

A stated responsibility of the chaplain is to advise the 
Commanding Officer on matters of ethics and spiritual­
ity. I see this as a foot in the door for a prophetic 
ministry towards justice. In a Navy Construction Battal­
ion, (Seabees), .I pushed for equal disciplinary treatment 
towards senior and junior personnel. Also, I presented 
data supporting the position that production was ad­
versely affected by the legal drug, alcohol, as well as the 
illegal drugs. As a result, alcohol rehabilitation was 
offered in the battalion, and sometimes ordered. 

I see myself, wherever I am, as the duty "humanizer." 
This especially includes the ministry of reconciliation. 
No priest has experienced a "conventional" role in rec­
onciliation. As an example: I went on board a ship in 
which there .was a devastating conflict between the ship's 
disbursing officer and two vital members of ship's com­
pany. The modality of reconciliation was a daily four­
handed cribbage game that I contrived. It dissipated 
apprehension and facilitated functionality. Later, friend­
ships occurred. 

During a recent tour of duty in a Naval Hospital, I 
observed that the most vital spirituality was lived out in 
persons afflicted with two dreaded diseases: cancer and 
alcoholism. Observing that alcoholics seemed best quali­
tied to minister to other alcoholics, I theorized that 
cancer patients might be best qualified to minister to 
other cancer patients. Accordingly, I initiated a cancer 
fellowship. Using material from Orville Kelly's "Make 
Today Count" organization, I brought twelve cancer 
patients and spouses into the community. 

In the face of death, I am deeply compelled to 
expressions of life. Accordingly, when a person can laugh 

A bright Christmas 

Christmas was brighter for iome in Chicago last year 
because Chaplain (Lt.) C Lee Gilbertson of the Naml 
Air Station in Glenview, Ill., presented some canned 
goods, a turkey and a check to the Rev. Jerry t:. Hill and 
Mrs. La Verne Bailey of the Chicago Cathedral Shelter's 
Christmas Basket Project. The food was contributed by 
the Air Station's Sunday School and the check repre­
sents donations by the Protestant Chapel Congregation 
as an expression of their concern for needs of their 
neighbors. Chaplain Gilbertson is a priest of the Diocese 
of Central Florida. (U.S. Navy photo by R . Ward) 

about one's circumstance, faith in God and Life and Self 
is vitally operative. Our cancer fellowship epitomized 
this: 

Chem-therapy took away my hair; but now that the 
therapy is stopped. my hair is growing back bn111ette 
instead of gray! 

The trick to having a colostomy is to get it to whistle 
a hymn when you are in church. 

If I have yet qnother operation to remove a tumor, I 
am going to insist that instead of stitches I get a zipper. 
Their love and courage ministered to me . 

"No man is an island," wrote John Donne. This is 
especially true for persons away from home. They need 
a community. Chaplaincy takes the warmth and love of 
home to men and women, and shares in their dangers 
and pain, loneliness and fears, meeting people where 
they are and affirming their inherent dignity as God's 
people. In an expansion of the sacraments, we become 
the imperfectly human Body and Blood that reaches to 
the inward and spiritual with freshness and relevance. 

0\ 
N 
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Chaplain Norman Cram ~· ..,. 

-----Prepareails a supplement to+he-Ef}iseopelian-by the-Office of the Bishop for the Armed Forces at the Episcopal Church Center. 
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IPmPIUAISI•• Underway for education 
Supplement to The Episcopalian 

-Page 2-

COLUMN LEFT 
An increasing number of young people today , 

male and female, are discovering that military serv­
ice offers unlimited opportunities for creative years 
in personal growth and fulfillment. Aside from the 
educational opportunities which the all volunteer 
force offers nowadays to an unprecedented degree, 
many of our nation's youth, 18 to 21, are finding 
an answer to the identity crisis in military service . 
They are finding meaning for their lives by spend­
ing a few years in dedicated and unselfish service , 
often in extremely remote and isolated areas, in 
our country's uniform. For their brothers, for their 
country, and even for mankind, they are discover­
ing the exciting principle of "finding one's self by 
serving others.'' In a deeper sense, they are dis­
covering that people can, and often do act in 
opposition to or in disregard of their own narrow 
interests. 

In this lesson we have grounds for hope. Perhaps 
the world can have a future. People's behavior can . 
be unselfish and loving even in the worst of situ­
ations. As many a serviceman has often demon­
strated. total self-giving is possible. Affluence and 

abundance , many have learned, do not guarantee 
a feeling of -personal fulfillment. Truly, "Man does 
not live by bread alone ." 

Over the years mankind has drawn personal 
sa tisfaction from a wide variety of life's aspects. 
Among the best of these have been: A religion 
with its sense of the transcendental. A family that 
offers love and someone to love. A career that 
adds to the public welfare. Good works that help 
those in need. A search for ways to serve one's 
fellowman by serving his community and country 
so that it can be a bit better than he found it. 

These are modest things, and realizing as much 
is the beginning of wisdom. 

The Church and its people have a great stake in 
the lives of those who are on active duty in the 
Armed Forces. Not only do sons and daughters 
face this obligation and opportunity, but also many 
who will some day help to lead the Church. Like 
those who enter college and university, a young 
person entering military service has an opportunity 
to grow toward greater maturity and understand­
ing, or to reject all that he or she has learned 
because they cannot relate to their new environ­
ment. The Church's awareness of its role in 
determining the o.utcome of this opportunity is 
but a beginning. Becoming vitally concerned with 
the young man and woman in uniform is far more 
than preoccupation with things military. 

It is an urgent invitation to ministry. 

-Clarence E. Hobgood 
Bishop for the Armed Forces 

by Journalist 3rd Class L. Arthur Robb, USN 

Few professional positions in the Navy demand more 
of a person's integrity, compassion, mental discipline and 
moral fibre than that of a U.S. Navy chaplain. He is the 
ultimate humanist in a highly authoritarian segment of 
American society. 

And the complexity of his rofe is reflected in his 
training where God and country combine with social 
science to enable him to function first as a religious 
figure and secondly as a Navy officer. 

Despite his avowed dedication to his own religion , he 
is expected to deal with every copceivable denomination. 

Unlike his civilian counterpart, the military chaplain 
represents both his church and the military and he is 
responsible for the religious life of everyone in his com­
mand. Although the military chaplain is not required to 
fulfill religious functions which would violate the tenets 
of his own church, his or her unique role is centered in 
concern and caring for the religious and human needs of 
all hands. 

The role of the chaplain is shaped by the represen­
tation of denominations within the population of the 
United States. According to Captain Carl Auel , CHC, 
USN, deputy for chaplain education training develop­
ment at the Naval Education and Training Program 
Development Center in Pensacola, Fl., "The religious life 
of the Navy is a microcosm of the religious life in 
America. The Navy, and the services in general, reflect 
the pluralism of our society and this is borne out statis­
ticaily." 

For example, roughly 30 per cent of all Americans 
are Roman Catholics. This percentage figure is reflected 
in religious preference data of Navy personnel as well . 
In turn, the Chaplain Corp.s would tend to reflect a 
comparable denominational percentage . 

If church and state are to be separate, as the U.S. 
Constitution mandates, then how are chaplains allowed 
to perform their duties at government expense? 

"The principle of accommodation, a long held 
principle, permits the use of federal resources to support 
the ministry of churches in the military. It makes the 
Chaplain Corps organizationally viable," Auel said. 

Turmoil during the 60s also left an imprint on 
ministers entering the service. • 

Auel described it this way: 
"The coming of age of the counterculture and its 

religious consequence, the young adult ministry, brought 
changes in the church and we have had to adapt our 
training programs accordingly." 

Besides the social changes of ·the ministry, the 
Chaplain Corps faces the same quandary ·of many pro­
fessions - how to train people - as generalists or as 
specialists? 

For Auel and Captain Charles Keyser, CHC, Chief of 
Naval Education and Training staff chaplain at CNET 
headquarters in Pensacola, and the man who manages 

Chaplain education and training discussions in Pensacola, 
Fla., involve (I to r) Dr. Cleveland Bradner, Chaplain 
Auel, Commander Thomas L. Dinges (Naval Reservist 
and chairman of the Department of Sociology, St. Am­
brose College, Davenport, Ia. ), and Chaplain Keyser. 
(U.S. Navy photo by PHI Tom McManus) • 
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Captain Carl Auel, CHC, USN, says "The religious life of 
the Navy is a microcosm of the religious life in America. " 
(U.S. Navy photo by PHI Tom McManus) 

Navy chaplain education, this presents a problem 
although not an insurmountable one . 

Pioneered in the Chaplain Corps and now applied in 
other Navy programs, is a movement which seeks to 
treat training development in a systematic way. 

The creation of a Maf!iage Counseling and Pastoral 
Care pilot program helps illustrate this training evolu­
tion. In the past , a small number of chaplains attended 
civilian institutions each year. Considering the specific 
needs of chaplains ana the growing need of command 
support programs related to marriage and family issues, 
a wholly new training effort has been undertaken. The 
objective is to increase the training opportunities for 
chaplains and to relate the training directly to the needs 
of Navy personnel. 

The pilot courses which now operate in four areas are 
a continuing effort which attempts to meet command 
needs and which is conceptually tied to the professional 
development system in terms of training objectives. 

Men at sea face long, difficult hours of wor!<, but 
upon return, they may end up with a broken marriage 
or just plain loneliness. Escapism through drugs or 
alcohol abuse is not common but does occur. To meet 
this need, chaplains work as part of the marriage counsel­
ing and pastoral care curriculum at a crisis intervention 
dearing house, the Dependents Assistance Board , on the 
pier in San Diego. Not far from the pier is the Credo 
House, a military halfway house, which grew out of a 
Navy rehabilitation program. 

Not only is he trained in an on-the-job situation with 
real problems peculiar to the Navy, but the Navy chap­
lain refines his skills in pastoral counseling. Thus, all of 
the role expectations of the chaplain are met. 

The Marriage Counseling and_ Pastoral Care Training 
Program is only one of a compendium of training pro­
grams being developed as part of the chaplain develop­
ment system. The system will provide the opportunity 
for the chaplain to enhance his or her professional 
growth throughout a career in a variety of ways. 

Starting at the Chaplain School in Newport, R.I., the 
new chaplain will receive the initial professional orien­
tation in a basic course. 

Among the ongoing efforts, for example, is a Doctor 
of Ministries degree program in which a chaplain can 
work toward a second professional degree . This is being 
designed as an off-duty program following the model of 
the Navy Campus for Achievement, a personalizeq edu­
cational management system which coordinates and 
documents both civilian and military training and 
education for those who wish to pursue diplomas, de­
grees, or certificates. 

The effects of the systems approach on program 
development in the Chaplain Corps are indefinite, but 
"the professional development system is new and it will 
be years before the total effects of its application to the 
chaplain will be felt. But we will have laid the founda­
tion for a properly managed, systematized method of 
chapla·n education deve~pr,ent," Keyser said. 
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Missouri· committee: What is the Church? 
What is the Episcopal Church 

uniquely equipped to do and be? 
The Diocese of Missouri's Long 
Range Planning Committee taGk­
led that question when it tried to 
develop plan_s, priorities, and pro­
posals for mission in the years to 
come. The committee labored for 
two-and-a-half years and produced 
some characteristics of what it 
means to be Episcopalian. And 
maybe in the process proved com­
mittees are not all bad! 

The Missourians believe the 
identity and vision to which the 
Church is called is a combination 
of theological openness, a non­
judgmental approach to people, 
and a sacramental world-view. 

Theological openness, the com­
mittee said, is recognizing that 
"the Church does not have God 
completely figured out, that its 
grasp on the mystery of creation 
and redemption by Christ is as 
slippery as everyone else's." 

To be non-judgmental, it said, 
"is to recognize that all persons in 
and out of the Church are sinners 
.... For the Church, a person is 
never hopelessly lost while he is 
living in this mortal frame." 

To be sacramental is to recog­
nize that God in Christ is present 
in the world. "Consequently, the 

Episcopal Church is unwilling to 
divide the world into things spirit­
ual and things worldly." 

Then the committee said, 
"Given this identity as a theolog­
ically-open, non-judgmental, and 
sacramental witness to Christ, the 
'Episcopal Church has developed a 
unique sense of mission. 

"Because it refuses to make the 
decision between what ideas are 
right and what ideas are wrong, 
the Church does not assume that 
it already possesses all truth about 
the mystery of God .... Moreover, 
it does not assume that only it 
knows what is right and must 
carry that knowledge to others. 
Rather, the Church recognizes 
that it participates in the world ... 
on the same flimsy ideological base 
that everyone else does and con­
sequently cannot arrogantly as­
sume superiority over those to 
whom it ministers." 

The committee said that because 
it does not divide people into 
good and bad, the Episcopal 
Church does not confine its minis­
try only' to those who come to 
church "as if they were the only 
people worthy of its attention." 

The Church's sacramental char­
acter, the committee said, prevents 
it from emphasizing only the pie-

AN ANONYMOUS GIFT of $50,000 to the University of the South brings the 
school's fund drive within $287,000 of its goal of raising $1,025,000 by July 1. The 
gift is in memory of the late G. Cecil Woods of Chattanooga, shown at left in 1965 
with his granddaughters and son, G. Cecil Woods, Jr., dean of Virginia Theological 
~~M~ ~~~~ 

Tuition 
Room 
Board 

S51-S63 
S70 
S60 

Write for information: 
Blossom Festival School 

E101 M&S 
Kent State University 

Kent. Ohio 44242 

The Blossom Festival School 
of Kent State University and The Cleveland Orchestra 

BOY CHOIR WORKSHOP 
for conductors and choristers 

with Christopher Dearnley 
Master of Choristers, St. Paul's Cathedral. London 

July 5-16, 1976 

on the campus of Kent State University 

graduate or undergraduate credit available 

tistic, "spiritual" development of 
Episcopalians. "Spirituality is not 
understood as being divorced from 
the 'real world.' At the same time, 
the Church's emphasis on its sac­
ramental character prevents its en­
gagement with the world from be­
ing nothing more than secular so­
cial work. Spiritual growth and 
worldly involvement go hand in 
hand." 

In its summation the committee 
said: "Shaped as it is by this dis­
tinctive combination of character­
istics, the Church's mission will al­
ways be evangelical, inviting peo-

pie to respond to the Gospel. It 
will always be socially concerned, 
presenting the love of Christ to 
those who need it most. It will al­
ways involve pastoring, building 
up the faith of the faithful. It will 
always be jt1dging, confronting the 
principalities of the world when 
they deny human beings their full 
personhood. It will always be ab­
solving, accepting persons for what 
they are as persons and forgiving 
them their sins. And it will always 
involve priesting, lifting the hearts 
of the people of God in praise to 
their Creator and Redeemer." 

Reflections on Rogation Days .. 
"ROGATION: From the Latin rogare: to ask or to pray. In this 
case, to pray especially for the coming season's crops. The fifth 
Sunday after Easter [May 23 this year] is, as the Prayer Book, page 
175, says, 'commonly called Rogation Sunday.' The Monday, Tues­
day, and Wednesday [May 24-26] following are Rogation Days." 

Howard Harper gives that definition in The Episcopalian's Dic­
tionary and goes on to say: "Little is done about Rogation Sunday 
and almost nothing about the three Rogation Days now, but in ru­
ral England a few centuries ago when everyone's dependence on the 
land was obvious, they made a big thing of this four-day period. 

"On Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday the main feature of the 
observance was a procession around the perimeter of the parish. 
This was known as 'beating . the bounds.' With all the stops for 
prayers, sermons, bleSsings, picnics, and side trips to nearby pubs, it 
could easily take three days to get all the way around some parishes. 
It was a serious and reverent matter, no question about that, but 
when you have a whole congregation on a three-day outing, there 
will inevitably be some shenanigans. Some of the faithful managed 
to have a good deal of fun along the way.'' 

One parish we know of-St. Peter's, Walhalla, N.D.-celebrated 
the ancient Rogation last year, but St. Peter's limited its observance 
to one day, a windy Wednesday. Led by Vicar Dale Hallock, St. 
Peter's parishioners began at a farm where they asked God's bless­
ing on the land and planted a cross. They processed through the 
countryside and back into Walhalla where parishioners' gardens 
were also blessed and received crosses. The procession ended at 
another farm near the Canadian border where the group drank coffee. 

Howard Harper's definition goes on: "We get our food from the 
supermarket shelves today, and it is ha~d to make ourselves aware 
of any hook-up with farms, flocks, and orchards. So on Rogation 
Sunday some clergymen take the occasion to preach about the 
labors of the husbandman and the fruits of the earth, but the three 
following days go pretty much unnoticed." 

American Indians and the 

Episcopal Church 
Are we doing anything? Yes! 

BISHOP HARE MISSION HOME 
• A Christ-centered home with daliy worship and study 
of Scripture. 
e Governed by a board of American Indians 
themselves leaders in their churches. . . 
• Many of today's Indian le~ders . received their 
education at Bishop Hare Home, mcludmg the suffragan 
bishop of South Dakota. 
• Bishop Hare Home operates on f~ee-will gifts of 
concerned Christians. 

, . 
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To liven up 
your reading 
of the Word 

POETIC RESTATEMENTS OF 
THE PSALMS AND EPISTLES 

BY LESLIE BRANDT 

EPISTLES/NOW 
Hardbound, Order $ 595 No. 15-2166 

They'll probably catch you off guard: 
You didn't know this psalm spoke so 
specifically. Or that epistle so pur­
posefully. It's because Brandt has lived 
these Words in our 20th-century con­
text. He believes in their relevance for 
today. And rephrases them so the 
familiar is refreshed. 
You'll like his freeing verse. And Corita 
Kent's bold "visual poetry" too. 

BUY BOTH TODAY 

FOR 0 OR 

PUBUC r11\ PRIVATE 
SERVICES ~ DEVOTIONS 

~® 
3S58 SOUTH JEFFERSON AVENUE 

SAINT LOUIS. M!SSOURI 63118 

J(eep oolm -
ukit[e "'our . 
advenisinq m 

Episcopalian 
brinqs results. 
Wn'te: Leila S.Cooke 
Advertlsing lt\anag~r 
1930 Chestnut st 
Philadetphia,fb.l9I03 
or phone 215·564·2015 

Welcome to Helena wasthe 
constant refrain as th'e Arkansas community in the 
Mississippi Delta greeted Presiding Bishop John M. 
Allin and his wife, Arm, who were visiting their 
hometown and Arkansas' diocesan convention. The 
Presiding Bishop and a catfish dinner were the big 
events; while opinions on catfish may vary, all were 
positive about the Presiding Bishop. He returned 
the affection in a sermon at St. John's Church 
where he was baptized, confirmed, married, and or· 
dained deacon and priest. One of the warmest 
greetings came from his mother, 11.1rs. Richard AI· 
lin. During an evening reception she spotted him in 
the crowd, patted him on the cheek to gain his at· 
tention, and was rewarded with a bear hug. Then 
mother and son stood happily together, greeting 
well-wishers. -Janette Pierce 

COEDUCATIONAL SCHOOLS 

I 

SCHOOLS FOR BOYS 

All Saints' 
Episcopal 

School 

THE CHURCH FARM SCHOOL 
2745 Confederate Ave. 
Vicksburg, MS 39180 
Tel: (601) 636-5266 

Coed gr. 7-12. For 125 students - gifted, average or 
with certain learning problems. Our noted Educational 
Evaluation Center identifies needs & capabilities, and 
individual pr9!!"ams are designed to achieve appro­
priate goals. Est 1908. Fully accredited Olympic-sized 
pool; new gym. Six-week academic summer session. 
June 21-July 31. 

PATTERSON 
Coed College Preparatory 

(Girls, Day only) 

Fullv accredited Church 
School on 1300 acre estate. 
Grades 7-12. Small classes. 
Advanced placement courses, 

Post Graduate. Gym, sports, lake. 
Summer camp for boys 6 to IIi years. Out­
post Camp, skiing, other water sports. 
Periods 2, 4, or 6 weeks. Write 

THE REV. FLOYD W. FISCH, HEADMASTER 
Box F. l.enoir. North C.am1ina 2H645 

A college preparatory, boarding 
school for boys whose natural 
mother and father are no longer 
living together. Sons of active mili­
tary personnel and clergy excepted 
from this requirement. 
Grades 7 through 12. Tuition, room 
and board $700.00 per year. learn 
to study, work and play on a 1700 
acre campus. 

25 miles west of Philadelphia 
Write Headmaster 
II BOX S, PAOLI, PA. 19301. 

SCHOOLS FOR GIRLS 

Colle_g_e Preparation 
for Girls. Fully Accredited. Grades 8-
12. Complete academic program plus music, 
art, dramatics. All sports. On beautiful Rap­
pahannock River. Also Coed Summer ses­
sion. Episcopal. Racially non-di~criminatory 
in admissions policy. Some scholarship aid 
available. Est. 1920. For catalog write: Dir. 
of Adm., Box 158-E 

Sty~~~R~ 

: Mar~aret Hall 
A small boarding school for girls 
in Kentucky's Bluegrass region 

Ridjng, fine arts. Emphasis on developing 
essential academic skills. Recent trips in· 
elude Spai.l, New York, Washington, D.C. 
Grades 9-12. College prep and general 
diplomas. Founded 1898. Write: 
The Rev. Colley W. Bell, Jr., Headmaster 

Box K. Versailles, Ky. 403!13_ 

HOME STUDIES PROGRAMS 

TRAIN WITH CONFIDENCE 
Jl you cannot go away to a resident st"hool t>nroll tu a 
HOME RTtTDY cmtrse. and earn your dlplon1a0r dt.•~ 
Kree from a school which has heen a.pprovwl by the 
Department ot Education and is attutatf'd with the 
Florida Association of Community f'o11PgPf". \Vrttt> tor 
catalo~ EIO. 

AMERICAN BIBLE COLLEGE 
Pineland, Florida 33945 
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It is tempting to h~ng the convenient sign on 

your door and isolate yourself from the disturbing 

elements of life. Like what is happening these days m 

Africa. You have read in your newspapers about the political 

turmoil that is a constant threat to the emerging African nations. 

What you haven't read in your newspaper is that more people are 

being baptized and presented for confirmation in the Anglican Churches 

of Africa than in any other place in the world. 

These growing African Churches need your help. You can pray for them and 

aid them by increasing your general awareness of our common mission beyond 

the United States. You can provide them with some specific help by supporting the 

work of Cuttington College, a four-year liberal arts college in Liberia that has been relat_ed 

to the Episcopal Church for more than a half century. Cuttington, in fact, is the only private 

liberal arts college in sub Sahara Africa. 

CUTTINGTON COLLEGE can use your help. Buildings and equipment need 

maintenance and replacement so Cuttington can continue to help fight hunger and other African 

problems. Scholarships are a must so the benefits of this excellent school can be shared by young 

men and women of all sorts and condHions. An endowment must be started to enable Cuttington - . 

to provide religious, political, economic and social leaders for Africa's future. It is necessary to 

raise faculty salaries to retain top quality men and women teachers.· These needs have been recog­

nized by the Episcopal Church's Executive Council, sponsors of a nationwide drive to raise $3.1 

million for Cuttington. They have also been recognized by the Chase Manhattan Foundation, the 

Booth-Ferris Foundation, the Inglewood Foundation, the United Thank Offering and by many 

individuals, dioceses and congregations. The government and people of Liberia hav.e pledged 

$500,000 toward meeting these needs. We hope we have disturbed you just enough so that you 

will want to lend your support, too. The coupon on this page is one way for you to be a mpdern­

day missionary! 

~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 
' CUTTINGTON COLLEGE . 

CUTTINGTON 

To assist in strengthening the educational programs of Cuttington College and in consideration 

of the gifts of others for tllis purpose, 1/we hereby subscribe and agree to pay the sum of 

~-------- dollars ($ ) or to give the following securities 

or other property: --------- ----------

Payments will be made over a period of__ years beginning , 197 
on the following basis: 

0 annually · 0 semi-annually 0 quarterly or as follows : 

(Signature) 

Checks should be made payable to The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society, 
815 Second Ave ., New York, N.Y. 10017. ' 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-......_ ____________ Prepared for The t.piscopalian by the Cuttington College Crossroads Fund.-----~~~~---~ 
May, 1976 33 
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Anglican Council 
is going to cause alarm among Church of 
England people. It will raise the ques­
tion of stewardship." 

Lindsay Staniforth, an ACC member 
for England and Nigeria, reminded dele­
gates of the 1973 ACC resolution in 
which Churches pledged themselves to a 
reduced life style. "When we decide to 
spend a quarter to half a million pounds 
on a Lambeth Conference, a good ac­
count will have to be rendered to those 
poor and oppressed people for whom 
we express such concern." 

Despite this, Canadian, Australian, 
and African members pressed strongly 
for another Lambeth. John Bikanga.ga 
of Uganda pointed out that many bish­
ops who work in isolated areas need con­
tact with other Anglican bishops. "If 
they attend a Lambeth Conference, they 
can come back with new insights and in­
spiration." 

Archbishop Festo Olang of Kenya 
told delegates that for African bishops 
to feel a part of the Anglican family is 
important. Sir Louis Mbanefo of Nigeria 
added, "The delegates from Africa feel 
a Lambeth Conference is necessary, and 
they are prepared to pay to the limit of 
their own pockets for the fellowship 
they get out of it." 

During the three days its plenary ses­
sions were opened to the press, the ACC 
approved reports on unity and ecumeni­
cal affairs, mission and evangelism, min­
istry and Church and society. Of these, 
the paper on unity indicated the most 
pronounced change of direction for the 
Church. 

Noting that a "significant number" 
of union schemes have collapsed since 
the last ACC, the report gave as the .rea­
son the trend away from national unity 
toward global unity. 

This did not exclude moves toward 
unity at the local and national level. The 
report pointed to the Conference of Car­
ibbean Churches-with a Roman Catholic 
archbishop as chairman-as an example. 

Relationships with the Roman Cath­
olic Church have strengthened, and " the 
appearance of the Roman Catholic 
Church as a serious participant in ecu­
menical discussion has, for many Angli­
cans, made the prospect of unions with­
out Roman Catholic involvement less at­
tractive." But, the report continued, "We 
must be realistic about the areas in which 
significant change is possible." · 

Dr .John Macquarrie of England, a the­
ological consultant to the ACC, warned 
members that this multi-level approach 
to unity introduced a new complexity 
into interchurch relationships: "It is like 
moving from chess on an ordinary board 
to chess in three dimensions." The suc­
cess of the approach does not depend on 
the Anglican Communion alone: "If it is 
to succeed, Rome must take a leading 
part in it." 

The report urged recognition of min­
istries as a factor essential to union. This 
recognition should take place within a 
formal act of worship provided agree­
ment on the nature of ministry is suffi­
cient to enable adoption of a common 
ordinal, a commitment to continuance 
of the episcopal office, and a willingness 
to work toward the goal of visible unity. 

The unity report also recommended 
establishing an Inter-Anglican Theologi­
cal and Doctrinal Commission to gather 
theological insights from all parts of the 
world. ACC member Churches will be 
asked to report before the next meeting 
on such a commission's possible benefits 
to them. 

~ The mission and evangelism report 
:; said Partnership in Mission consultations 
g. have been an important cooperative and 
.~ educational experiment whose benefits 
~ already appear at the local level. Benefits 
u include a new equality and openness be­
~ tween Churches and a deepening of the 

awareness that autonomous Churches 
belong to a worldwide body. 

~ Affluent Churches, however, have 

Continued from page 1 

been slow to recognize the need for part­
nership consultations of their own and 
have had difficulty in expressing the gifts 
other Churches can bring: "For example, 
too often partnership has been seen as a 
sharing of fmancial resources rather than 
of spiritual insights." 

The mission report also noted the in­
creasing importance of indigenous theol­
ogy-the restating of Christian truths in 
terms other cultures understand: "The 
Lamb of God has no meaning to an Es­
kimo who has never seen a sheep." In­
stead, words inherent to a particular cul­
ture may state a basic Christian truth: 
"An Indian theologian might think the 
idea of an avatar, or descent, drawn from 
his own tradition was a more appropriate 
way of helping the Indian people to un­
derstand the meaning of Jesus Christ." 

Until recently, said the report, mis­
sion theology has been influenced by 
Karl Barth, who stressed discontinuity 
between Christian faith and non-Chris­
tian religions and philosophies. "That 
theological ~och is now past, and there 
is new openness to non-Christian reli­
gions and cultures." 

If indigenous theology is to be enrich­
ing, the various theories must not be 
combined but must be shared and new in­
sights drawn from them, the mission re­
port added. "One of the chief beneficiar­
ies of such a dialogue will be Western the­
ology, which has been for so long draw­
ing on the resources of a single culture." 

The major debate of the three-day 
sessions was over a section of the minis­
try report. Argument centered on wheth­
er the diaconate should remain in holy 
orders or whether it should be allowed 
to lapse. The Council fmally agreed it 
should be retained as a period of prepara­
tion for the priesthood but should not be 
regarded as inevitably leading to that end. 

The ACC gave little attention to wom­
en priests, merely noting that one diocese 
had ordained women, eight provinces 
have approved in principle, seven have 
taken some preliminary action, and four 
have decided against. The report said, "It 
is evident that there is within Anglican­
ism an increasing acceptan~e of the prin· 
ciple that women may be ordained to 
the priesthood." 

The Rev. Rustin Kimsey of the U.S. 
was dissatisfied with this report: "We 
should be able to reflect the struggle in 
our Churches over this issue." 

The Church and society report fo­
cused on two main issues: human rights 
and violence and non-violence. The re­
port said violence is part of a social scale 
in which all are involved. The scale be­
gins with conscious avoidance of involve­
ment in social or political issues and con­
tinues to the point at which social and 
political structures are considered so un­
just they must be overthrown, first by 
non-violent means and then, if necessary, 
by violent ones. 

The report did not deal with specific 
issues, and it left many questions open 
to local interpretation. For example, it 
said in some areas, where an outwardly 
peaceful regime is sustained by violating 
human rights, "it can be argued that no 
non-violent stance is possible for the 
Christian and that to fail to react violent­
ly is tantamount to acquiescing in the 
use of violence by the oppressors." . 

A few pages later, however, it added 
that while some Christians may feel driv­
en to violent overthrow of an oppressive 
regime, "we must at all costs maintain 
and proclaim our conviction that it is on­
ly in utterly exceptional cases that this 
can be regarded as compatible with the 
Christian faith." 

While some ACC members praised the 
report as being scholarly and balanced, 
others thought it too academic and de­
tached. "It's too smooth," said Mr. Bet­
teridge. "It doesn't agonize over the 
problem of violence enough. This report 
was written in a study rather than out 
where things happen." 

In a last-minute resolution proposed Mr. Kimsey was pessimistic about the 
by Sir Louis Mbanefo and seconded by U.S. delegates'- Dr. Marion Kelleran, 
Bishop John Paul Burrough of Mashona- Presiding Bishop John M. Allin, and him-
land, Rhodesia, the ACC expressed con- self-ability to communicate to the Epis-
cern at the failure of recent efforts to copal Church the essentials of the ACC 
find a solution to the Rhodesia question. decisions. "There are things in the re-
The Council called on member Churches ports that are worthwhile and would be 
to pray for God's guidance in "finding helpful if they were studied by the 
without delay the rights, responsibilities, Churches. I point particularly to the 
and aspirations of the majority of people Church and society section which cries 
of that cou:1try." out for people at home to deal with these 

As this meeting concluded, the na- issues at their own level, in their own 
ture of future ACC JPeetings seemed particular ways. 
likely to change. Several delegates said "The kind of gathering we've had here 
too much time was spent in preparing points to the necessity of all Christians' 
reports. sharing and interacting in such a way 

"The significance of this conference that our goals for Christ are really affect-
has been to get this group of people to- ed. But to share that is not just a matter 
gether," said Mr. Kimsey. "But I feel of handing a report to our Churches. 
some disappointment in this process of They have to use it as some sort of basis 
turning out position papers. I think that's -and other material, too. They have to 
a legitimate goal, but I think we need ·to be involved in some kind of struggle in 
concentrate bn fewer items." making decisions, just as we here have 

Bishop Brown of St. Edmundsbury been involved." 
and Ipswich was not happy about the From behind-the-scenes conversation, 
quality of reports or the time spent in the next ACC will probably focus less 
drafting them. "ACCmembership is non- on preparation of reports and more on 
specialist: it represents the ordinary exchange of personal experiences and in-
membership of the Church," he said. "Its sights. While this may deepen the expe-
way of handling big subjects tends to be rience of ACC participants, it will inevi-
amateurish. I doubt if it should be issuing tably mean the Council will be saying 
reports. One solution might be for the less to the worldwide Church than it 
ACC to get into specifics-although that does now. 
raises difficulties because fmal authority - Carolyn Purden 
belongs only to the local Church." Canadian Churchman 

In Profile: Marion Kelleran 
In the chair she was easy-going and in­

formal, often calling people by their frrst 
names. She also had a tendency to be­
come lost in the rules of order and forget 
to call upon SP.eakers. But with a light 
touch and a joyous sense of humor Mar­
ion Keller~ of the Episcopal Church 
successfully guided the Anglican Consul­
tative Council through its third meeting. 

Her informality established the con­
trast between the American and British 
ways of doing things. ACC officers sat 
at a table on a high dais, and because. she 
did not want to add to the distance be­
tween them and the delegates, Dr. Kel­
leran asked those sitting with her not to 
stand when they spoke. But the appeal 
obviously went against the grain for 
Bishop John Howe, secretary general of 
the ACC, who resolutely came to his 
feet every time. 

The presence of the ACC's first chair­
woman prompted some procedural prob­
lems. At frrst a few delegates tried to call 
her "Madam chairperson," but that was 
too uncomfortable, and by the end of 
the session many simply said "Madam 
chair" -which sounded a lot less strange 
than "Madam chairman." 

Her humor lightened what were often 
dull sessions devoted to rewording sec­
tion reports. "You'll fmd it in this pas­
sionate pink document," she told dele­
gates who were hunting for a reference 
on Church and society. 

After extensive cuts in the ~ection on 
mission, she inquired, "We are breathless 
to know: did the patient survive the op­
eration?" Responding to a fmancial que­
ry from Australian accountant Irene 
Jeffreys, Dr. Kelleran said, "I kind of go 
into a coma when they go into this sort 
of thing- especially if there are account­
ants before me." 

But Dr. Kelleran also brought pene­
trating insight to the ACC. The real im· 
portance of the meeting- her third- was, 
Dr. Kelleran pointed out, that it remind­
ed delegates they belong to a worldwide 
body. "We tend to be congregational, 
and ... clergy and laity have been disil­
lusioned about Ml.e Church. 

"This is a whole new perspective on 
the depths of being an Anglican . ... It's 
hard to convey, but what we three A­
merican delegates have to do is to re­
mind the Church at home we are not 
dealing with inferior Churches but with 
brothers and sisters in Christ who are 
mature and wise." 

Dr. Kelleran said the most significant 
ACC action was the broadening of ecu­
menical concerns. "Most of us have a 20-
year-old idea of the ecumenical move-

----------~------

"Madam Chair" 

ment, and this is a different kind of ecu­
menism with new relationships." 

She said the ACC standing committee 
must look over the original ACC state­
ment of purpose and propose new proc­
esses. "We have people here from Leb­
anon, South Africa, Northern Ireland­
about half the ACC membership is from 
countries where what we think of as fun­
damental human rights are not being pre­
served. We should be thinking of the 
Church's role in that kind of world." 

The decision to hold another Lambeth 
caused Dr. Kelleran particular concern. 
"In my Church this year, if they know 
there is a Lambeth 1978, there will be 
issue after issue on which they will say, 
'Let us get the advice of Lambeth.' That's 
ridiculous in this day and age. 

"For years we were on a merry-go­
round where the provinces met and then 
waited till Lambeth, and Lambeth said 
the same thing every time: the provinces 
must make up their own minds. People 
will be wanting to get us back onto that 
same merry-go-round. But I don't think 
we'll go." 

Dr. Kelleran was also disturbed about 
the lack oflay and clerical representation 
at Lambeth. "Sooner or later this Church 
is going to have to come to grips with the 
fact that 100 percent of its bishops are 
represented everywhere and only a small 
number of clergy and an infmitesimal 
number of laypeople .... It's not that I 
don't trust bishops, but I believe the laity 
and clergy should have a voice in deci­
sion-making at all levels." 

Dr. Kelleran said she enjoyed her role 
as chairperson although she found the 
British parliamentary rules of order con­
fusing. Her term of office could extend 
through two more ACC meetings, but she 
said the next ACC (probably in 1978) 
will be her last for many people in the 
Church have a contribution to make to 
the ACC, and the time has come to let 
them take over. -Carolyn Purden 
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IN THE DIOCESES YOU SAVE ON 
Cassettes, Mics, 
Recorders at 
LONG ELECTRONICS 

SOUTHWESTERN VIRGINIA-Mn. Archer Hansen of Stuart Hall, an Epis­
copal-affiliated boarding school for girls in Staunton, hands Nathaniel God­
dard, headmaster, a $5,600 check to purchase a station wagon for a commu· 
nity concerns class the Rev. Hugh White teaches. Girls in the class may choose 
to work at the Staunton Retarded Children's Center, the Woodrow Wilson 
Rehabilitation Center, or the Virginia School for the Deaf. 

SOUTHEA~T · FLORIDA-Bishop James L. Dun­
can, left, and the Rev. Garfield Brown, rector of 
St. Andrew's, Lake Worth, admire the truck-ambu­
lance the parish purchased for use in Guatemala. 

Panasonlc AC-Battery Portable 
Cassette Recorder RQ-309AS, 
built-in condenser microphone, 
fast forward and rewind, auto­
stop, and AC built-in. 
retail $49.94 

our price 33.95 
(plus 1.50 shipping 

and handling) 

FLORIDA-Campaigning at Cathedral 
Terrace, Jacksonville, one of three high­
rise facilities for older people St,John's 
Cathedral sponsors, Democratic hopeful 
Jimmy Carter talks with Hanna Scannell. 

WEST VIRGINIA-The Sandcrest Con­
ference Center hosted the Province Ill 
annual meeting of the Church Periodical 
Club (CPC). National President Mrs. 
Paul W. Lingle is pictured with the Rev. 
R. Baldwin Lloyd, APSO director, and 
Mrs. William Park, Province Ill CPC 
president. 

-J 
~iiiala·-

LEXINGTON-Students from Margaret Hall School in Versailles and two local girls 
pose at Blue Grass Field on the first leg of their journey to Valencia, Spain, where they 
will live with Spanish families. Their teacher, Mrs. D.P. Merriman, is with the students. 
~-~argaret Hall encourages study abroad. The study trip to Spain wiU improve the 
students' command of Spanish and acquaint them with the customs and outlook of a 
society different from their own. 

Microphone Tie­
Tack Electret, 
Super-sensitive, 
ultra-miniature, 
built-in, FET pre­
amp. Size only 
9/16 dia. x 5/8" 
13 ft. cord with 
mini plug. 40· 
16,000Hz. 600 
ohms. 

our price 19.95 
postage paid 

HI-Quality Blank 
Cassettes 

(Each in lots of 1 0) 

C-30 48• 
C-80 66• 
C-90 78• 

. C-120 99• . 
Low noise, welded windows, 
five screw construction, com­
pletely guaranteed. 

48.¢-99.¢ 
(plus shipping, .85 - first 10 tapes; .35 -

.each additional 10) 

Three Ways to Order 
1. Call us toll free 1-800-633-3410 at no 

charge to you. Your order shipped the 
same day UPS - C.O.D. 

2. Call our toll free number and charge 
it on your BonkAmericard or Master 
Charge. -

3. Send your order by mail, include check 
or money order, or charge it on your 
BankAmericard or Master Charge. 

Call .toll free 

1-800-633-3410 
8:30 AM· 5:00 PM Mon.· Fri. 
We sell blank casseHes and reel tape . 
at unbelievable law prlces. Call' or 
write for our catalog. 

CONVENTION DAILY 
News about the 1976 General Convention of the Episcopal Church 

Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota 
September 11 - 23, 1976 

You can keep up with the news that will be made during the 1976 General Convention by sub­

scribing to THE CONVENTION DAILY. For $6 you will receive a copy of every issue published 
during the Convention, including the final summary issue, mailed first class. (Subscriptions will 

be accepted for U.S. and Canada only and must be received no later than August 15, 1976.) 

To subsl!ribe, send your check or money order for $6 for each subscription (made out to The 
Convention Daily) to: 

The Convention Daily 
P.O. Box 16008 

St. Paul, Minn. 55102 

Na,me ...... .. ... ... . . ...... . . ... ... . .......... . ............. . ..... . 

Address ..... . ... . ..... _ .......................................... : . 

City .... . ... .. ....... .. .... .... . . State . ............. _ Zip 
(please type or print) E 
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If this were your Church .. . 

and you hadn't reviewed 
property values this year . .. 
you could be in trouble 

if you hadn't reviewed them 
in several years . . . 
you would be in trouble 

Replacement costs for buildings have risen from 
a modest annual rate of from 3 to 5% to a current 
annual rate of 10 to 15%. At this rate of increase, 
your insurance coverage could be 30 to 45% too 
low . .. unless you are already insured with 
Church Insurance and have followed our 
recommenda~ions of automatic increases in the 
amount of your insurance to be certain that 
protection is adequate for current values. If not­
call or write today to learn how. 

, 
The Church Insurance Company 
can assist you in making 
coverage fit today's replacement 
values ... and you may be 
pleasantly surprised at how easy 
we can make it for you. 

The Church Insurance Company 
800 Second Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10017 
A Contributing Affiliate of 
The Church Pension Fund of the Episcopal Church 
Cl lnsurers of Episcopal churches and property c- ow""'" ""'"""''"'"'"'''""""' 

.,., ·'--

Bicentennial Special 

More dioceses meet quotas 

Bishop Cochran on Ministry 
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