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EPISCOPALIAN

Anew

Hymnal

- and

Lutheran

unity
Everywhere at Gen-

eral Convention people
sang as they worked at
adopting the first new
Hymnal in 42 years
(page 10). Also adopt-
ed was an agreement
with three Lutheran
Churches (page 15)
which will allow Eucha-
ristic sharing on special
occasions and more lo-
cal cooperation (page
5). Plans were set inmo-
tion to elect a new Pre-

NEW ORLEANS

Guesis,
world peace,

and
new aid

for poor

Convention passed
more than a dozen res-
olutions on peace, in-
cluding one calling for
a nuclear freeze (page
17) and two programs
—The Next Step and
Jubilee = Ministry—to
meet basic human need
(pages 15, 9).Itspoke
on a wide range of so-
cial and moral issues
ranging from aging and
Creationism to refugees
and Vietnam veterans

siding Bishop in 1985
(page 11) but Conven-
tion voted not to re-
name him “Archbish-
op” (page 11). Theo-
logical education re-
ceived a financial boost
(page 7), and Conven-
tion affirmed tithing.
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Bishop Desmond Tutu with his animated delivery and plea for justice for
black citizens of his native South Africa received loud and prolonged ap-
plause as one of several speakers (pages 12, 13) invited to Convention by
Presiding Bishop John M. Allin, shown at right, as he and his wife, Ann,
greet Vice-President George and Barbara Bush. Convention acted on a
wide range of issues which are summarized beginning on page 16.

insite

Mary Morrison:
‘Baptism opens a way
‘and releases the power’

PAGE 5

(page 19). Future con-
ventions will be short-
er, but their size will
remain constant or
grow as new dioceses
are added, because
Deputies defeated a
cost-cutting measure to
decrease their number.
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SAN DIEGO

The American Lutheran Church meeting
here in California voted to join the Luth-
eran Church in America and the Associa-
tion of Evangelical Lutheran Churches,
both of which previously approved the
plan at separate conventions. Combined
membership of about 5.4 million people
make the unified church the third largest
Protestant group in the United States.
Leaders of the three churches announced
the results of the votes by telephone hook-
ups, getting applause at each convention.
Dr. Amold Michelson will coordinate a
Commission for a New Lutheran Church
which could come into existence as early
as 1988.

GENEVA

The World Council of Churches’ Program
to Combat Racism announced from its
Swiss headquarters a record number of or-
ganizations—53 in 20 countries—will re-
ceive grants this year although the total
amount of money—$489,500—is down
from recent years. The previously-funded
South-West ‘Africa People’s Organization
(SWAPO) is the largest single recipient.
The special fund allocates grants for hu-
manitarian causes but without controls, a
method which has been controversial.

CROWN POINT

Meeting in this Louisiana city prior to Gen-
eral Convention the Episcopal Society for
Ministry in Higher Education elected the
Rev. Peter Haynes, chaplain at the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley, as presi-
dent. ESMHE voted not to meet in di-
oceses that do not ordain women, elected
provincial members of the steering com-
mittee, and heard author William Rankin
urge the moral use of knowledge.

BELFAST

The new Roman Catholic bishop of North-
ern Ireland has pledged to promote a mu-
tual respect that requires Roman Catholics
and Protestants to value each other. The
Most Rev. Cahal Daly, 64, served in the
heart of the Irish Republic and has family
in Northern Ireland. Outspoken, Daly has
.attacked the Provisional Irish Republican
Army for violence and has been outgoing
in his attitude to Northern Protestants.

CANTERBURY

The Rev. Margaret Phillimore of Wheeling,
W. Va., became the first woman ever to
preach at Canterbury Cathedral in August.
The Church of England took the first step
tolifta 1979 ban on visitingordained wom-
en participating in English services, but the
action must receive a two-thirds majority
at a future General Synod.

LONDON

Exclusion from the Republic of South .
Africa forced the resignation of Bishop

Graham Chadwick of Kimberley and Ku-
ruman, effective at year’s end. Chadwick’s
visa exemption as a British citizen waswith-
drawn in March by security police because,
Chadwick believes, of his attempts to visit
and secure release for two priests and
school students detained in Kimberley.

NEWARK

Episcopalians in this New Jersey diocese
may join the newly-formed Episcopal Fed-
eral Credit Union for a $1 membership fee
and with a minimum deposit of $5. Divi-
dends from the profits on members’ shares
are expected to bring 6 to 8 percent with
a potential membership of 10,000 and
$10 million in deposits.

KAMPALA

Anglican Archbishop Silvanus Wani of
Uganda was shot and wounded during the
robbery of his car in the center of this
capital city in early August. His driver
was unharmed.

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Terminally ill patients will benefit from
the 1982 tax bill which provides Medicare
aid for home or hospice treatment center
care beginning next November. Some

SEE CANTERBURY

12,000 people now benefit from thegrow-
ing number of such facilities—88.2 per-
cent of them are non-government and not-
for-profit, 10 percent being run by reli-
gious institutions while churches provide
volunteers for many others.

ERIET

By applying for priesthood, the Rev. Bar-
bara Akin, the only female deacon in the
Diocese of Northwestern Pennsylvania, has
re-opened a controversy about the stand-
ing committee’s stance on recommending
women for ordination. After-the commit-
tee issued a statement saying “women are
not the appropriate subjects for ordina-
tion,” the Rev. John B. Chane of St. Paul’s
Cathedral filed a presentment on April 26
charging the eight committee members
with violation of canon law. The four
priests on the committee disqualified
themselves from the vote and on June 10
the four laypeople voted 3 to 1 that not
enough evidence for a trial existed. The
standing committee has three months in
which to act on Akin’s request which is
supported by the rector and vestry of
Church of the Redeemer, Heritage, Pa.

LONDON

A Church of England panel is studying the
“vexed question” of marriages between
stepparents and stepchildren because of
recent cases of such relatives having to ap-
ply to Parliament for permission to marry.
If. the panel, as expected, recommends
abolishing the barriers to marriage between
those who have no blood ties, bishops in
the House of Lords would sponsor a bill
to make it law.

SEATTLE

Charges have been dropped against 14 dis-
armament activists who staged a protest
against the arrival of the first Trident nu-
clear-missile submarine in Puget Sound in
Washington. Among those arrested were a
78-year-old Lutheran laywoman. St.
Mark’s Episcopal Peace Fellowship had
given prayer support to the blockade and
is sponsoring a fall program of discussion
of nuclear arms-related issues.

UPPSALA

An ecumenical international peace confer-
ence will be held April 20-24 here and in
Stockholm, Sweden. Archbishop Robert
Runcie has been invited and Swedish Lu-
theran Archbishop Olof Sundby said he
hoped a “representative delegation™ of
the Anglican community will attend.

SAN DIEGO

Christians are more accepting of clergy di-
vorce now the Rev. Lyle Schaller, church
consultant said in California. Though no
statistics exist, Schaller said, “My hunch
is that one-fourth of the ordained clergy
either have been divorced or will see their
marriages endin divorceratherthandeath.”

STONY POINT

About 75 people met in this New York
state community for a Consultation on
Women in Prison sponsored by the Na-
tional Council of Churches. Between 1971
and 1979 the number of women being im-
prisoned in the U.S. jumped by 74 per-
cent, though the number of incarcerated
womer is still far lower than men.

WASHINGTON, D.C.

The Supreme Court will hear arguments
this month on an IRS ruling denying tax
exemption to racially discriminatory pri-
vate and religious schools. The case involv-
ing Bob Jones University, Greenville, S.C.,
which bans interracial dating, and Golds-
boro, N.C., Christian schools which admit
no blacks has been through several courts.
The Reagan administration asked a Su-
preme Court ruling when the IRS policy
was contrary to that of the Justice De-
partment.

PIPESTEM

The Appalachian South Folklife Center in
this West Virginia town and the Grass
Roots Economic Development Corpora-
tion in Jackson, Ky., are distributing bee-
hives to 40 families in these two states.
Heifer Project International supplied the
hives so Appalachian families can be
trained to use them to produce honey for
home consumption as well as for sale,
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Urbah Bishops
ask church help
for workers

by Isabel Baumgartner

A Labor Day pastoral signed by 39 of
the 80 members of the Urban Bishops Co-
alition warns that recent industrial changes
have crippled the economic well-being of
the United States in ways from which the
country may not fully recover.

Top-level decisions in distant board
rooms, the pastoral declares, can perman-
ently handicap the earning potential of dis-
lodged employees unless those employees
—with help from theircommunities—devise
ways to take control of their economic
futures.

The letter says today’s crisis, “the most
severe economic upheaval in more than a
century,” jeopardizes “the economic fu-
ture of millions of families and hundreds
of local communities.”

The pastoral endorses the right of work-
ers to organize unions and advises cooper-
ative ownership of local businesses. It
alerts Christians to the steeply increasing
rates of “mortality, suicide, alcoholism,
crime, and divorce” among the unem-
ployed, and to the necessity for pastoral
care of persons as an “antidote for such
self-destructive patterns.”

At a press conference several urban
bishops underlined the Church’s potential
for making significant impacts on indus-
trial conditions.

Bishop John Burt of Ohio described the
effective ways in which an ecumenical co-
alition helped in Youngstown, Ohio. Some
350 workers about to lose their jobs with
the closing of a rubber factory joined for-
ces, bought the plant, and now operate it
at a profit.

Pittsburgh’s Bishop Robert Appleyard
confessed that “the Youngstown crisis
wakened me from a deep sleep.” He has
been working for the last five years with
people whose livelihoods were jeopardized
by steel industry cutbacks. “We’ve tried
to be prophetic about the crisis to come
while the companies were still concentrat-
ing on making profits,” he said.

New York’s Bishop Paul Moore, Jr.,
commended the Japanese system which
engages workers as well as owners in indus-
trial decision-making.

Bishop John Walker of Washington,
Coalition chairman, called the pastoral
“not strong but moderate. In Washington
there are so many thousands unemployed
and the situation is so grave that if the
Church did not speak, people would right-
ly wonder what the Church is all about.”

JOHN BOOTY
ARTICLES ON FAITH

NOW AVAILABLE AS BOOK

The series, “What Makes Us Episcopali-
ans?”” which John E. Booty wrote for The
Episcopalian, is now available as a booklét
from Morehouse-Barlow, 78 Danbury Rd.,
Wilton, Conn. 06897, at $2.50 each, plus
$1.00 postage and handling.

The series gives a historical perspective
and examines the four strands of Episco-
pal Church authority—Scripture, Tradition,
Reason, and Experience—with a conclud-
ing chapter since the publication, many
parishes have used the articles in their
Christian education programs. In his intro-
duction Booty suggests using the book
for a six-week study course during Lent.

L AA 2B B 2B Jn An A B n A |

Photos by Fay Richardson

S

Wi > FRA
At a press conference, left to right above Y

left, Bishops Robert Appleyard, Lyman
Ogilby, Paul Mooreand,aboveright, George
Hunt and Richard Trelease asked for
Church help to people in times of “’severe
economic upheaval.”’

NS OF ASSISI 1182-1982 \

St. Francis of Assisi will be commemorated on a 20¢ postage stamp issued October 8.
San Francisco, Calif., the city named for the saint, will celebrate his 800th birthday this
year. The stamp, designed by Ned Seidler, an artist who works for the National Geo-
graphic Society, is printed in violet, fleshtone, brown, ochre, red, and black.
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GREETINGS

Cards from the Presiding Bishop’s Fund for World Relief — what a thoughtful
and generous way to send greetings to your family and friends this Christmas!

1 am come that ﬂzgqmg‘:l have
ﬁﬂ, and that //u:y mg}r/ have it

more abundantly [ am
come that t

miorithave
life. 2=

A

Choose between these two striking cards.
Card A catches the eye with its clean
graphic message, letteréd in maroon and

! am come g/)/zaf they might
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many people send our cards to friends —
and family — in lieu of Christmas gifts.

message:

— St. John 10:10.

royal blue. Card B is a splash of deep
green and burnt orange, carrying the same

| am come that they might have life, and
that they might have it more abundantly.

Don’t put it off. No orders can be accepted
after November 1. Just use the coupon
below, indicating the number and type of
card you would like, and enclose a sacrifi-
cial offering.

The Presiding Bishop's Fund for World Relief reports its program and
finances to the Executive Council of the Episcopal Church through the
Council's Standing Committee on World Mission in Church and Society.

Inside, the cards read:

May God'’s great gift of his Son
continue to bring abundant life and joy
in this blessed Christmas season

and throughout the New Year.

These cards do more than send greetings.
The tax deductible contribution you make
when you order them goes through The
Presiding Bishop’s Fund for World Relief
to the poor and unfortunate of the earth.
With these cards you affirm your support
of the Fund’s work and ministry in disaster
relief, rehabilitation, development, and
refugee/migration affairs. That’s why so

e c— —— — — — — — ————

The Presiding Bishop’s Fund

for World Relief

| Episcopal Church Center

815 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10017

Enclosed is my donation for $

_____Bcardsand envelopes to match.

Name

Address

City State Zip

Please make out your check or money order to:
Presiding Bishop’s Fund.

|
|
Please send me ___ A cards and envelopes to match. |
I
|
I
I
|
I
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A
Guaranteed

Income
For Life

You can receive a guaranteed
income for life through the Gift
Annuity Program of The
Episcopal Church Foundation.
A large part of your annuity
payments will be tax-free, and
you will also receive an
immediate tax deduction. At the
same time, part of the money
you transfer is put to work for
the Church.

Free Brochure Tells How

Our free brochure tells what your an-
nuity payments would be and the
percentage of these payments that
would be tax-free. It also describes how
you are entitled to an immediate tax
deduction when you transfer cash,
stock or real estate to the Foundation
for your gift annuity.

One woman in the mid-west has
16 gift annuities because the Founda-
tion’s plan appeals to her. Another an-
nuitant, a widower of 72 who transfer-
red $5,000, now has a guaranteed an-
nual payment of $355 for the rest of his
life. $261 of this is tax-free. In addition,
he was entitled to claim” a $2,259
charitable contribution deduction on
his federal income tax return.

So write today for the free
brochure on Episcopal Church Foun-
dation gift annuities, which will bé sent
to you without cost or obligation.

Just fill in this coupon, and mail it:

|

| The Episcopal Church Foundation
| 815 Second Avenue 2
| New York, N.Y. 10017 E-10-82

l Please send me your free brochure on gift
annuities without any obligation.

|
|
|
|
1
I
|
NAME :
|
|
|
|
|
I
|
|

I

|

| ADDRESS

| :

| 7P
|

| DATEOF BIRTH

|

I These gift annuities are re insured by the Church Life Insur |
|

|

ance Corporation. a contributing affiliate of The Church |
Pension Fund of the Episcopal Church

...in cards whose

vivid, sophisticated art
evokes the very spirit

of Christmas. Original
woodcut designs by
Barbara Van Riper create
an extraordinary visual
greeting to accompany
your personally written
message. Six distinctive
designs are faithfully
reproduced on heavy
parchment-like paper in
colors and size of the
original art. Cards are
6" x 84" For full-color
brochure, send $1 to be
credited to your order.

o
WooobLock pRess
P.O. Box 4067
Portion of master block for ~ Springdale Station
one of six original woodcuts  Stamford, CT 06907

CHRIST OUR LIFE CASSETTE CLUB

Join the tape of the month club that reveals the Righteousness
of Christ. Each month you will receive a new Spirit-filled cas-
sette 1 Emilio B.
ident of 5 Corp.
album.

Knechtie, former

Only $29.95 ear including be: torage . Send
§ Check or u:.n,oyy Order to: AMERICAN CASSETTE MINIS-
TRIES, Dept. N, P.O. Box 922, Harrisburg, Pa. 17108.

e
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Switchboard

So that we may print the largest possible number,
all letters are subject to condensation. The Editors

SUPPORT & GUIDELINES

Much recent discussion on the quality of
seminary education has been negative. As
a graduate of our seminary in Austin, Tex-
as, | must express strong disagreement with
those who offer only blanket condemna-
tion of our 10 accredited seminaries. I
found the academic requirements,content,
and methods to be far more rigorous and
comprehensive than my undergraduate
studies at Swarthmore College—known for
its high academic standing. I think the con-
demnation ismisdirected primarily because
the Episcopal Church has failed to accept
its responsibility for the seminaries by not
providing adequate academic guidance and
financial support.

The General Ordination Examinations
are an attempt to respond to the require-
ments in the Canons for a demonstration
of proficiency in the seven areas of study.
They do not establish curriculum guide-
lines. That is not their intent. The GOE
should be a diagnostic tool for use by the
individual dioceses. The emphasis of the

GOE is on process and assimilation, not

on specific details of information.

Perhaps the time has come for the Epis-
copal Church to accept its responsibility
by providing financial support and academ-
ic guidance for the institutions which carry
the burden of educating those who are to
be ordained for the Church.

L. Murdock Smith
High Point, N.C.

ON THE OTHER HAND
To clarify a point made in the article about
the Prayer Book Society in the August
issue: The society states it has 150,000
members and 300,000 names on its com-
puter. These 300,000 names do not nec-
essarily constitute support for I have been
receiving mailings which I never requested.
If this group claims the 300,000 names as
supporters, then I will have to look twice
at the results of its Gallup Poll on what
Episcopalians “really” think.
Mary W. Davis
New Castle, Del.

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
I have read several letters struggling with
the problem of what to call people who

are ordained. It has beencorrectly observed
that “clergy” pertains to “the body of per-
sons ordained for religious service.” “Min-
ister” obviously does not work for as the
catechism points- out, “ministers of-the
church are lay persons, bishops, priests,
and deacons.” One is not a minister by vir-
tue of ordination, but by baptism.
“Pastor” does not work for tworeasons.
First, it is used by Lutherans and Roman
Catholics as a title in the way we use rector.
The second problem with “pastor” is
while we should all treat each other pas-
torally, priests and bishops have been spe-
cifically assigned pastoral duties while dea-
cons have not. This may change with the
emerging role of the diaconate.
My suggestionisthe word “cleric” which
is actually an old word with a rich history.
G. Thomas Luck
Richardson, Texas

SILVER LINING =
In reading the August Episcopalian 1 saw
a picture showing an atomic blast and the
words: “There is no silver lining in this
cloud.”

During World War II, I served as a major
during the invasion and capture of Okina-
wa [where we experienced high] casual-
ties. Later atomic bombs were dropped
on Hiroshima, and in a few days the war
was over.

I had a wife and three kids back home.
The silver lining of the Hiroshima bomb
was, for me, “Back alive in ’45.”

Robert A. Mayo
Lancaster, Pa..

Exchange

The Ep/scopallbn invites you to make use of the
Exchange column. Send items to Exchange,
The Episcopalian, 1930 Chestnut St.,
Philadelphia, Pa. 19103.

\

WANTED

The Bishop Gibson Home for the Aged in
Jamaica is in dire need of a large refriger-
ator. If you can help, write to Mrs. Kath-
leen Williams, 2 Sandhurst Terr., Kingston
6, Jamaica, W.L

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Old York and
Ashbourne Rds., P.O. Box 11215, Elkins
Park, Pa. 19117, wants a bell to be used

. in an 80’ tower. Write to Howard Long at

the above address.

Matthew-Daniel Stremba is a storyman

The Episcocats

'e're ry for choir practice!”’

looking for work with congregation(s) or
community with an interest in “the story
as sacrament.” For details, write to him
at 3927 Rexmere Rd., Baltimore, Md.
21218.

The Rev. Catherine Welton is willing to
pay for a record and/or script for the SVE
filmstrip, “Advent: A Season of Hope.”
Write to her at Diocese of Central Pennsyl-
vania, P.O. Box W, Harrisburg, Pa. 17108.

Trinity Presbyterian Church, 6800 Wash-
ington Ave., University City, Mo. 63130,
wants to purchase a used bell for its tower.
Write to the Rev. Donald A. Weems at the
above address or call (314) 725-3840.

VACATION EXCHANGES

The Rev. Victor Pearce offers his cottage
(well-equipped house, mountain coast, use
of car) in Wales to an Episcopalian reader
whose home would be sufficient for his

Copyright 2024. Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society. Permission required for reuse and publication.

Susan Mullen

family. Spring or autumn preferred. Write
to him-at 15, Kinnersley Ave., Kidsgrove,
Stoke-on-Trent, England ST7 1AD.

The Rev. and Mrs. Derek Bastide would
like to exchange houses with an American
clergyman for a month during the summer
of 1983. Write to them at 4 Harvard Rd.,
Ringmer, Lewes, East Sussex, U.K.

FREE .

Episcopal Church of the Redeemer has
used choir robes in various sizes to give. If
interested, please write to Judy Cornwell-
Smith, 4333 Plaza Gate Ln. No. 101,
Jacksonville, Fla. 32217, or call (904) 731-
5270 after 5:30.

ARMED FORCES CHRISTMAS MAIL
The 1982 Christmas Mail Call is now un-
derway. This is an ideal project for indi-
viduals, families, and church groups. For
information on how to have a part in this
worthwhile program, send a stamped, self-
addressed envelope to Armed Forces Mail
Call, 6520 Selma Ave., No. 315, Holly-
wood, Calif. 90028.

SUBSCRIBER
SERVICE :
Please include current
Episcopalian address la-
bel for prompt service g
when you write about  §
your subscription. 1
1

ajels

Pa. 19103

Change of address: if you
move, please tell us 4
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To subscribe: mail this
form and check:
[ new subscription
[ renewal
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Baptism opens a way
and releases the power

R Ry

BY MARY MORRISON
Jesus comes to
- John the Baptist
and gives himself
- over to the expefi-

River Jordan.
Have youeverseen
p il a river baptism?

A crowd of people stands about waist-
deep in a river, and one by one they are
dipped. (The Greek word baptidzo means
simply “dipped.”) They are dipped, too,
all the way under. As for what that experi-
ence must be, well, there’s a Zen story.

A Zen master was on a journey with his

disciple. Every 10 paces or so his disciple

would say, “Master, when shall I attain en-
lightenment?” Each time the Zen master
made no reply.

Eventually they came to a stream they
had to ford. In the middle of the stream

the disciple asked again. The master seized

his disciple and held him under water un-
til he was almost drowned. When the dis-
ciple came up gasping and spluttering, the
master said, “When you are as eager for
enlightenment as you were for that breath
of air, you will attain it.”

That’s the experience that baptism is.
No wonder that having been dipped and
coming up out of the water, straightway ,
as Mark says, Jesus sees the heavens rent
asunder—an opening, indeed!—and hears a
voice saying—. :

Well, saying what? We usually focus on
the uniqueness of that phrase, “beloved
son,” and so, of course, never dare to ap-
propriate any part of this experience to
ourselves. But let’s be as down-to-earth as

we can and ask simply, “What kind of gen-
eral experience is this?”

Two experiences are so closely inter-
twined here that they are almost impos-
sible to separate: being accepted and, be-
cause of this acceptance, knowing the
powers within us.

We’ve all had this experience in one
form or another. Perhaps someone will say
to us out of the blue, “You know, you’re
really very good at (whatever it is),” and
something within us rises to answer those
words. Or we find someone we want to
share our life with who also wants to share
life with us. Or we obtain a job we had
hardly dared hope for. Or we suddenly
come, one day, to an inward sense of hav-
ing all we’ve been doing and thinking come
together into a harmonious whole. We are
accepted! The Lord is well pleased with
us. We see a way opening for us to use the
power we now know we really have.

But Mark’s account makes plain that

Reﬂections"

acceptance and temptation are really
halves of one experience. After the mo-
ment Jesus knows He is the Messiah—the
Christ, the annointed one—come the
temptations.

Nothing in all the Gospels is more ex-
citing than Jesus’ recognition that His op-
portunities are in fact temptations. He
says “No” to naked power, used as force,
in order to affirm the gentler but stronger
power of the seed that grows from within
and encourages the same growth in others.
With Jesus’ help we, too, can learn to see
the temptations hidden in our opportuni-
ties and follow, in our own small way, His
Way of the Cross—in William Temple’s
words, “power subordinate to love.”

© 1982 Mary C. Morrison

Bible teacher and author Mary Morrison is a for-
mer contributing editor to The Episcopalian.

Parish level unity

Joint Episcopal-
Lutheran efforts
get boost

In Louisville, Ky., San Diego, Calif., and
Cleveland, Ohio, Lutherans were discussing
Episcopalians and in New Orleans, La.,
Episcopalians were talking about Luther-
ans. In Cambridge, Ohio, and Allentown,
Pa., both Lutherans and Episcopalians
were waiting to hear the outcome of all
that talk.

At their respective conventions three
Lutheran bodies took an historic vote to
merge into one 5.4 million-member church.
Concurrently they also made history in
agreeing to further ecumenical ties with
Episcopalians; the Episcopal Church’s
General Convention also ratified the
agreement. :

As a result of the votes, the two com-
munions agreed to recognize each other
as Churches in which the “Gospel is
preached and taught,” establish mutual
programs of study and action, and to per-
mit interim sharing of the Eucharist.

The day after he returned home from
New Orleans, the Rev. John Bowers of St.
John’s Episcopal Church,Cambridge, Ohio,
met with the Rev. Gordon C. Lund, pas-
tor of Christ Lutheran Church to put to-
gether an adult education series for their
two parishes which have been sharing a
Sunday school and youth and adult edu-
cation program for a year.

The new agreement, Bowers says, “en-
ables us to express what we’re doing in
more concrete ways.”

It also solves a dilemma Lund cited pri-
. or to the September action: “The main
purpose of Christian education is to direct
and lead young lives into the Church. With-
out communion we have no place to lead
them.” Lund says his congregation has
learned, “We have much in common [with
Episcopalians] but didn’t realize it.”

The Cambridge Lutheran-Episcopal
connection came about because St. John’s,
with about one-third the membership of
the 350-member Christ Church, had sag-
ging church school enrollment and merger
of the two programs seemed logical. In
Allentown, Pa., Episcopal and Lutheran
parishes began information-sharing ses-
sions after the national Lutheran Church
in America initiated disussion of the unity
document.

The Episcopal Church of the Mediator
with 800 communicants and St. Stephen’s
Lutheran Church with about 1,000 are
both strong, growing churches and began
their conversations out of a sense of ecu-
menism. On November 7 Episcopalians
will process to St. Stephen’s where, under
the new guidelines, they will have the op-
portunity to share the Eucharist with their
Lutheran neighbors three blocks away.

Here’s how it works. ..

current income taxation.

The tax law permits you, as a salaried church em-
ployee, to have your employer reduce your salary,
and use the amount of the salary reduction each
month to purchase an annuity for your retirement.
Since your salary is reduced before income taxes
are calculated, the amount of money that goes
toward the purchase of your annuity is free of

After age 65, you will probably be in a much lower
income tax bracket, and will have the double per-
sonal exemption given to individuals age 65 and
over. Therefore, taxes on the money you receive

retirement.

Area Code 212-661-6700

If you are an Episcopal minister or a
full or part-time employee of the church,

A GHURGH LIFE
“TAK SHELTERED ANNUITY
'WILL MEAN HIGHER
RETIREMENT INGOME

FOR LIFE

from your annuity after retirement should be con-
siderably lower than you would have had to pay
had you taken the money during your working
years. And aside from the current income tax
savings, you will be building up a substantial sum
of money over the years which will guarantee an
additional measure of financial security for your

Since the reduction is for the purpose of purchas-
ing your annuity only, your original, unreduced
salary is still used in the calculation of your social
security and other pension benefits.

CHURCH LIFE INSURANCE CORPORATION
A Contributing Affiliate of The Church Pension Fund of the Episcopal Church

800 Second Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10017

or

Want to know more?
Call Church Life

mail this coupon today.

Name.

| Church Life Insurance Corporation
800 Second Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10017

Please send more information by mail about a Church Life
“Tax Sheltered” Annuity
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And they continued steadfastly in the

Apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in

the breaking of bread and in the prayers.
Acts 2:42

Grace and peace in Christ Jesus to the
clergy and laity of the Episcopal Church,
from their bishops.

Hard work and hope have marked our
experience atthe 67th General Convention.
Signs of new life in the Church are clear.
We share with you thanksgiving.

Our Book of Common Prayer, embrac-
ing the old and the new, nourishes worship
all across this Church in splendid diversity
and depth. At this Convention a revised
and enriched hymnal was approved and
launched. In our time, renewal movements
of many names have touched and trans-
formed our personal lives. These in turn
have furnished our congregations with new
energies for outreach and evangelism. En-
couraged by the $150,000,000 given and
pledged in the past six years to Venture
in Mission, we have resolved upon new in-
creases in giving.

Under the title of “Jubilee Ministries”
we will mount an added outreach to the
hungry and aged, to those distressed by
sharp changes in public spending priorities
and to those disrupted by unemployment.

Under the title of “Next Step in Mis-
sion” we have responded to the call of the
Presiding Bishop and the Executive Coun-
cil that each congregation be urged to ex-
amine its life together for the renewal of
mission and ministry.

We have taken an unprecedented step
in behalf of theological education, com-
mitting ourselves to enlist support of the
Church’s seminaries by all our congrega-
tions. We hope for 1 percent of their in-
come each year, given to the seminary of
choice. 3

Such new life is of God, and providen-
tial in its very timing. Our social order suf-
fers decayed moral purpose and a dying
hope of peace. It needs nothing more ur-
gently than a Christian presence of fresh
vigor. We cannot separate life in a reborn
Church from life in a decadent and suffer-
ing world, but we can be recalled as Chris-
tians to our true and enduring identity.
In the power of that identity Christians
may add life to the world, refusing acquies-
cence in its destruction and indifference
to its pain.

More and more the superpowers race
each other for nuclear advantage. The fu-
ture looks short for the planet. How shall
we confront that stark prospect? How
shall we claim hope? How shall we offer
hope?

Three truths we hold before ourselves
and bid our people join us in embracing.

I. Identity

First, we commend the truth of Chris-
tian history that hope was highest when
the future seemed shortest. When the earli-
est generation of Christians gathered in
devotion to “the Apostles” doctrine and
fellowship, for the breaking of bread and
the prayers,” they lived in daily expecta-
tion of the end. History’s quick close, in
fire and devastation, was a promise of the
Lord. Yet, high-heartedness has never been
more keen in all the generations of Chris-
tians since.

The young Church demonstrated that
hope does not need a sunny future. Hope
does not rise from any human power to
control. It comes by gift of creation’s con-
trolling power, the love of God in Christ.
That love, in command of ordinary lives,
fashioned heroes, saints, and martyrs who
will always be the human measure of what
it means to be a Christian.

Hope is thus our heritage, a badge of
our earliest identity. Hope in the face of
impending calamity is what it was to be
young in Christ. Hope is what it is to be
young again.
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House of Bishops’ Pastoral Letter
General Convention, 1982

IDENTITY,
PILGRIMAGE,
AND PEACE

I1. Pilgrimage

Second, we commend the truth that for
Christians life is a journey. Home is not
here. Acceptance of that truth is the plain
source of the early Church’s liltin the face
of doom. Steadfast in “the Apostles’ doc-
trine and fellowship” their hearts were un-
dismayed. The earth, for all its wonder and
beauty, offers no abiding place. Christians
are here as pilgrims.

Human nature may know this truth,
quite apart from Christian belief. Just to
be human seems to set us in search cf
home. Great moments do give us glimpses
of what home ought to be, but harsh real-
ity intrudes: restlessness, suspicion, dread
of suffering and loss, human cruelty and
derangement, the multiplying weapons of
hideous violence on which the arming na-
tions squander their riches.

To be especially deplored, since we
were certain it would be otherwise by now,
is the determined racism that grows and
hardens in the world. No less does racism
and discrimination seem to yield to our
commitment that they be driven from the
Church. Racism festers as unfinished busi-
ness in the very house of God.

All these intruders coil like the serpent
into every Eden. They make any paradise
partial, soiled, and often sinister.

The human heart is made for more than
the earth knows how to provide, but just
a moment of Christian belief can break a
feverish clutch upon the world. Believing
opens the heart to heaven. It sets the be-
liever free for the hopeful pilgrimage of
Christian calling.

The whole convention experienced
such a moment of release. We were gath-
ered, nearly 2,000 of us, in the mammoth
cavern of an ornate old movie theater. Iso-
lated at the microphone on stage, under a
shaft of light, stood a small black man with
a radiant face, Bishop Desmond Tutu. of
South Africa. His government had granted
him a travel voucher, but only long enough
to visit our General Convention and a few
days longer. In South Africa Bishop Tutu
cannot vote. In South Africa the blacks,
who are 80 percent of the population,
cannot vote. An 18-year-old white male
can vote, however, because of “that mar-
velous biological irrelevance of skin,” as
the bishop tartly put it.

His courage in confronting injustice
comes of knowing his real citizenship.
“The government,” he challenged, “must
know that the Church is not frightened of
any earthly power.”” In ringing sentences
he went on to warn his government, and
all governments insensitive to justice, what
a fearful thing it is to take on the Church
of God. “More are for us than can ever be
against us. A vast throng no one can count,
from every nation and every tribe, stand-
ing before the throne and before the Lamb,
robed in white and bearing palms in their
hands, shout together ‘Victory to our
God.””

To be enthralled by citizenship with
angels and archangels and all the host of
heaven is to bring to earth an invincible

meekness that sets the human spirit free.

That spirit prevails at least over all the
structures of oppression.

When Bishop Tutu finished his address,

“ the thunder of prolonged applause could

have cracked the plaster of the old walls
around us. We had heard from a great pil-
grim.

III. Peace

Third, we commend the truth that
Christians are bidden to righteousness. Be-
tween the coming of Christ and His com-
ing again, the credibility of the Christian
cause is established and sustained by mor-
al earnestness. Moral resolve understands
love as action, not simply feeling.

Your bishops perceive the nuclear arms
race as the most compelling issue in the
world public order. The arms race sum-
mons all morally serious people to action.
Christians and Jews and all religious people
are joined by multitudes of no religious
allegiance.

Thus the voice we raise in this Pastoral
Letter mingles with a chorus across the
earth, in and out of the Churches. The
chorus mounts each precious day of life
on this planet, warning against the strange
insanity that grips the governments of the
great nations.

We take seriously the lament of the for-
mer American ambassador to the Soviet
Union, George Kennan, who writes, “We
are losing rational control of weapons. . . .
We are becoming victims of the monster
we have created. I see it taking possession
of our imagination and behavior, becom-
ing a force in its own right, detaching it-
self from the political differences that in-
spired it, and leading both parties inex-
orably to the war they no longer know
how to avoid.”

Most of the passion for arms in America
appears to rise from fear of a predatory
power. If Russia would slow down, we
would slow down. If Russia would stop,
we would stop. Who is free? Who is hos-
tage to whom? From whence shall come
the moral freedom to break the spiraling
thrall of seeking security in instruments
that only purchase a diminished safety
for both countries and a mounting inse-
curity for the entire world?

Does any Episcopalian seriously wish
at this perilous moment for a muted
Church, unready to risk the corrective clar-
ity of a heavenly citizenship? This citizen-
ship transcends in prophetic judgment all
political systems. All human freedom final-
ly depends on the value of human life and
the freedom from paralyzing fear that a
transcendent allegiance bestows.

We urge upon our people the detach-
ment of penitence and forgiveness. Such
detachment quiets our worldly fevers. It

reveals our true identity. We are pilgrims

with first fealty to the crucified and risen
Christ. Holding that identity clearly and
firmly, Christians may still disagree on the
means of peace. We need not disagree,
however, on our need for a dedicated mil-
itary. We recognize that devoted Christians
serve in our armed forces, which forces
we need lest the United States signal irres-
olution. Still, we assert that a morally seri-
ous people must consider three aspects of
American policy.

First, it is our understanding that the
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United States has never disavowed a pol-
icy of deterrence that intends the use of
nuclear weapons in a massive first-strike
against whole cities and land areas
should it serve the national interest in war-
fare. Two hundred population centers are
now targeted for such a strike. We ask, how
can this policy be squared with a free na-
tion’s commitment to justice when it in-
tends the calculated killing of millions of
human beings who themselves are not on
trial? We hald such an intention to be evil.

Second, the undiminished production
and deployment of nuclear weapons, even
if never used, consume economic, tech-
nical and natural resources of astronomic-
ally rising proportions. The squandering
of such resources constitutes an act of ag-
gression against the 30 children who die
every 60 seconds of starvation in the world.
It is a callous act of indifference to the 500
million people of the world who are under-
fed. We declare this to be immoral and
unjust.

Third, American fever to match the
Soviet Union weapon for weapon appears
to be damaging the personality structure
of a whole generation. Current studies
show that our children are growing up with
a pervasive sense of fear, menace, cynicism,
sadness, and helplessness. The effect of
these eroding inner sensations is to impair
the ability to form stable values, a sense
of continuity and purpose, and a readi-
ness for responsibility. Insofar as a bellig-
erent nuclear arms policy distorts the spir-
itual and moral formation of children,
such a policy defeats the free nations from
within. The decadence that marks our cul-
ture may be of our own making. We be-
lieve it can only worsen without a tide of
peacemaking witness, especially the steady
protest of Christian people who claim their
first allegiance, declare their true identity
and recover the bravery of pilgrim people.

We believe it to be the responsibility
of the United States to take the bold initia-
tive in nuclear disarmament, and to keep
on taking it. The United States is the first
to possess a nuclear weapon. The United
States is the only nation to have used the
weapon in war. If it comes to pass that
these weapons, which the United States
continues to refine and aim and stockpile,
are used in war again, it is difficult to be-
lieve that any history a surviving nation
might record would fail to fix blame on
the United States.

We, your bishops, pledge ourselves and
bid our people to the ministry of peace-
making. We pledge ourselves again to week-
ly fasting and daily prayer for peace. We
pledge action in the peace movements that
press the world’s leaders for swift nuclear
disarmament.

We undertake this ministry not because
disarmament will save the world. We do it
because the world’s salvation has already
been secured in Christ, and we dare not
neglect so great an assurance. From this
resource of conquering love the ministry
of peacemaking takes its rise, its courage,
its dauntless hope, even though we can-
not know the future.

Foreknowledge we do not need. The
earth is the Lord’s. Heaven is His. Both
are ours by gift in their due seasons. We
make our claim upon them by simple
obedience to a pattern of life together laid
down long ago.

Our brothers and sisters at the dawn-
ing years of the Lord would not have
dreamed that pilgrims so long after them
would still inhabit aspinningworld, history
still elaborating the complex drama of
contending light and darkness. They would
recognize, however, what we do at our
best, whatever the language of our liturgy.
It was what they did at their best, and life
and the future for them were good enough
to prompt rejoicing. . .

‘.. .they continued steadfastly in the
Apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread and in the prayers.”



WAITING TO
GET STARTED

Theological education
support passes

by Fay Richardson

The 10 accredited seminaries of the
Church won financial support when Con-
vention enacted a plan whereby the parish-
es and missions of the 50 states together
with the Virgin Islands will be asked to set
aside 1 percent of their net disposable
budgeted income for seminary support.

Specifically congregations will deduct
line 1754 from Item E on their Annual Pa-
rochial Reports for this purpose. The plan
is effective no later than January 1, 1984.
Parishes may choose the seminaries to
which they contribute.

The new legislation will also require ac-
tion on the part of the seminaries which
will be required to submit an annual re-
port of their incomes to the Board for The-
ological Education and, before each Gen-
eral Convention, a report of their goals and
mission and their progress in fulfilling
them.

Seminaries, their trustees, and Council
of Deans are instructed to initiate a strong-
er relationship with congregations and di-
oceses and respond directly to them when
they express concern.

“This is not a tax,” said legislative com-
mittee chairman George Lockwood. “There
are no punitive teeth in it.” Responsibility
for the implementing of the plan lies in
the diocese.

The House of Bishops applauded Dr.
Fredrica Harris Thompsett, executive di-
rector for the Board for Theological Edu-
cation, for her work in putting together
the plan to assist seminaries.

~ g~ T,

BIG AND GROWING BIGGER

The 908-member House of Deputies,
one of the largest legislative bodies extant,
will stay that way and grow with the ad-
dition of new dioceses. Convention
again defeated proposals which would
have reduced the number of deputies.
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Presiding Bishop John M. Allin, preceded by the Rev.
Edward Geyer, prepares to process for the opening Eu-
charist. The Diocese of Massachusetts’ standard uninten-

y 4

P

tionally heralds the Mass which included the United Thank Offering Ingathering, this year
totalling $2,485,301.63. Intercessions in the service were given in most of the languages
of the Church, including Spanish, Chinese, Japanese, Portuguese, French, and Tagalog.

Photos by Neale Morgan

Four-year-old Andrea—abandoned by mother and
father. Lives with elderly grandmother. Urgently
needs medical and dental attention.

AT LAST!

You can sponsor a needy child for only $10 a month! (Instead of $15, $19, or $22 charged by other agencies)

And yet, this is a full sponsorship program because for $10 a month you will receive . .

. a photograph of the child

. . a special sponsorship folder with the case history. . . a description of the country where your child lives. . .
a quarterly progress report about your child’s community from the field worker. And at least two personal

letters a year from your child.

ALL THIS FOR ONLY $10 A MONTH?

YES—because we searched for ways to reduce the cost—
without reducing the help-that goes to the child you sponsor.

For example, your child does not write each month, but two
letters a year from your child keeps you in contact and, of
course, you can write to the child as often as you wish.

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

$10 a month may not seem like much help, but to a child
whose parents live on an income of $1.50 a day, your sponsor-
ship can help make all the difference in the world.

Your $10 a month will help provide a needy child with emer-
gency food, clothing, medical care—a chance to attend school—
and help for the child’s family and community to become self-
sufficient!

WILL YOU SHARE YOUR LOVE?

We believe that our sponsorship program protects the dignity
of the child and the family while providing Americans with a
positive and beautiful way to help a needy youngster.

If you want to share your love as a sponsor, fill in the coupon
and mail it with your first sponsorship gift of $10.

r__'-_—_—__—__———"l

KKF
| Holy Land Christian Mission International
Attn: Joseph Gripkey, President
2000 East Red Bridge Road
Box 55, Kansas City, Missouri 64141
Yes, I wish to sponsor a child. Enclosed is my first
payment of $10. Please assign me a [] Boy [] Girl

Country preference: [] India [J The Philippines [J Chile
] Honduras [] Colombia (] Guatemala [] Thailand
[ Africa [] The Holy Land [J Dominican Republic

OR, choose a child that needs my help from your
EMERGENCY LIST.

!

i

|

i

|

I

I

| B
I [ Please send me more information about sponsoring a child.
I

|

I

|

I

I

I

|

i

[ I can’t sponsor a child now, but wish to make a
contribution of

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY

STATE 3 ZIP

Registered: U.S.A.1.D. Advisory Committee on Voluntary Foreign Aid.
Charter Member: Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability. Our
annual financial report is readily available upon request. Please make
your check payable to Mission International. Your sponsorship gifts are
tax deductible.

Holy Land Christian

Then in just a few days you will receive the child’s name, pho- | 1‘ [. ion Internaﬁon a.l :
|

tograph and case history by return mail.
A child is waiting for your help and love!
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The Episcopalian October, 1982 7

i

/

A |



Child
Abuse
IS a
Terminal
Disease.

mlucky Father, my little brother

was smeared all over the kitchen

wall and he’s dead now. 77

One child at St. Jude’s Ranch reported these facts

about an all too frequent occurrance in cases of
child abuse.

Since “We fight against spiritual
hosts of wickedness in heavenly places”
(Eph.6:12) we need prayer partners to
lift up the psychological problems and
emotional disturbances of these child-
ren to the Fathers throne. No profes-
sional fund raisers are employed, so all
gifts go directly to the support of the
children. Located a few miles from the
bright lights of Las Vegas, Nevada, and
staffed by Episcopal priests, nuns and
laity, St.Jude’s is a haven for abused girls
and boys of any race, denomination or
color who are in need.

For information write:

Ranch for
Children

100 StJude’s Street  P.O.Box 985 Boulder City, Nevada 89005

PAYNE ST
Yo
A3suar m3

An Affiliate of
Rohlf’s Studio, Inc.
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CTLLD,

ESTABLISHED SINCE 1920

RUKRLF'S

STAINED & FACETED GLASS
DESIGNERS — ARTISTS — CRAFTSMEN
REPAIR and RESTORATION EXPERTS

® Creative Stained Glass Designs
® Foremost Stained Glass Conservators

® Protective Insulating Energy Shields
Lexan - Plexiglas

@ Aluminum Frames and Ventilators
® Liturgical Consultants

ROHLF’S STAINED & LEADED GLASS

783 SO. THIRD AVENUE, MOUNT VERNON, NY 10550

TEL: (212) 823-4545 (914) 699-4848

Complimentary Brochure Upon Request

Marge Christie led debate on legislative concerns.

Hunger, poverty
importantissues,

female deputies say

More than 125 female deputies met on
the first Sunday of Convention to decide
which of the proposed legislative matters
would most impact women and to meet
female candidates seeking election to the
Church’s decision-making bodies. Marge
Christie, an Executive Council member
and deputy from the Diocese of New-
ark, N.J., convened the meeting.

Christie reported that 156 women were
serving as deputies, slightly fewer than in
Denver, Co., in 1979, and that five Amer-
ican dioceses and six missionary dioceses
had no women in their deputations.

Bettye Jo Harris, deputy from Hawaii,
identified unemployment and unequal
pay as the greatest problems facing
women. “The Executive Council budget
shows a lack of sensitivity to work that
women _contribute to the Church,” she
said. “I know it is always said that church
salaries are bad but they should be
equally bad.”

The women identified hunger, which
one called a “form of passive violence,”
peace education, and the use of inclu-
sive language in liturgy and music as well
as resolutions and canons  as high pri-
orities for women.

Episcopal Women’s Caucus member
Joyce Walker of Silver Spring, Md.,
said, “Poverty is the issue; 80 percent
of all welfare remplents are families
headed by women.’

Walker urged support of Jubilee Minis-
try because its program would affect wo-
men—poor women.

At Convention’s end some of the wo-

Photos by Fay Richardson

men expressed general satisfaction with
Convention’s votes on social issues, but
lamented the fact that few women were
elected to decision-making bodies. Only
one woman was elected among 12 Execu-
tive Council members and the 27-mem-
ber Nominating Committee for the Pre-
siding Bishop has only two females.

Attending the meeting were Bettye Har-
ris, above, and below left, the Rev. Sarah
J. Chandler, unsuccessful candidate for
Executive Council, shown with the Rev.
Carol Anderson.

“WHERE DO | TURN FOR HEALTH CARE IN MY HOME?”

Call Medical Personnel Pool.

Nursing care in the home. But
who's to provide it? That's why it's
important to know about Medical
Personnel Pool! North America’s
oldest international nursing
service. We're the full service
provider you can rely on. Our
difference is quality. Our home
health care professionals are our
own employees. All are supervised
by our RN Director of Health

Care Services. They're fully

screened, bonded and insured.
Each professional is uniquely

1/|'[|\‘/(Me

An International Nursing Service

skillmatched to the needs of the
at-home patient. From Registered
Nurses to Home Companions,
you'll find we provide only

the best.

We have over 200 offices across
North America ready to help care
for someone you care for. And,
most of our offices are certified to
provide services under the
Medicare program. You can find us
around the clock through your
local white pages. Home health
care? Rely on us.

dical Personnel Pool

Corporate Headquarters: 303 Southeast 17 Street, Fort Lauderdale. Florida 33316

Would you like to know more about caring for someone in the home? Write for our free booklet: Questi

‘and A s About Home Health Care.

© Copyright. 1982, Personnel Pool of America. Inc.
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An H&R BLOCK Company

The PERFECT
Christmas Gift

to be enjoyed,
and to inspire —
for generations!

© Copyright

Your family will treasure a hand-cast reproduc-
tion of an original work by the renowned sculptor,
Rudolph Vargas. The very essence of Christmas at
a glance! Santa Claus (St. Nicholas), on his knees,
adoring the Christ Child. Hand-painted and
beautifully antiqued. Quality guaranteed!
“It is so graphic and touching that I'm moved by it
every time | see it. The KNEELING SANTA
represents the true and entire meaning of
Christmas — the solemn as well asthe funside of
Christmas.”
*_ .. it says that Santa can be reverent, too, and
most importantly, that the secular is subservient
to the sacred.”
“Perhaps if every Christian home had such a
statue, the conflict over choosing between Jesus
and Santa would never arise.”
11" tall - $39.95. 8” tall - $24.95. New in ‘82 —
completely re-sculptured 8" tall with music box in
base that plays ““Come Let Us Adore Him” -
$32.95. Prices include UPS delivery. (Calif. res.
add 6% tax) If VISA or MC — show card # and exp.
date.
TOLL-FREE PHONE ORDERS: 1-800-854-2003,
Ext. 88. In Calif. 1-800-522-1500, Ext. 88.
Order by mail from:
KNEELING SANTA, Dept. E-10, 821 S. Bronson
Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90005.




At an open hearing on Jubilee Ministry, the Cmmittee on Social and Urban Affairs

heal:d testirpon y from the Rev. Michael Kendall, at podium. Committee leaders are, left
to right, Bishop Paul Moore, the Rev. Christian Hovde, George Guernsey, and Bishop

John Walker.

Jubilee Ministry
faced hurdles, but

got a go-ahead vote

by Janette Pierce

Jubilee Ministry came to General Con-
vention as a gleam in the eye of the Joint
Commission on the Church in Metropoli-
tan Areas, the backing of-the Episcopal
Urban Caucus, and a bare mention—$50,-
000 for “Jubilee Ministry Coordination”—
in the Executive Council’s proposed 1983
budget.

By the end of Convention it had won
endorsement by both Bishops and Depu-
ties and was in the approved 1983 budget—
$250,000 for “Jubilee Ministry Develop-
ment—further backed by a resolution ask-
ing Executive Council to give it high pri-
ority in the 1984 budget.

While Convention supported the Jubllee
program, it would not support the request
for $2 million annuaily to implement the
program.

What exactly is Jubilee Ministry?

First of all it is “a priority ministry
commitment” to what the Metropolitan
Areas Commission describes as “‘joint
discipleship in Christ with poor and op-
pressed people to meet basic human needs,
and to build a just society.”

To 4implement this priority the Com-
mission suggested ‘‘consciousness raising”
to help understand poverty and justice is-
sues; training for more effective ministry
with the needy; identification of skilled
persons for ministry; designating “Jubilee
Centers” where ministry is being done ef-
fectively; evaluation of successful pro-
grams; a series of publications highlighting
successful ministry models; support for
ministering congregations; development
of new evangelism efforts; and finally Ju-
bilee grants to congregations, dioceses, and
church-related agencies to fund outreach
programs.

Episcopalians obviously wanted to do
something that responded both to the
Christian imperative to help the needy and
to the government’s pleas to the private
sector, and in the words of one bishop,
Jubilee “is the only new game in town.”

Despite widespread interest in the pro-
gram before it matured from a seedling
idea to a program firmly planted in the
Church’s life, Jubilee had several difficul-
ties to overcome.

First it had to assure people it was not
going to blossom into a 1980’ version of
GCSP (General Convention Special Pro-
gram). Then because its sponsors called for
no new staff and wanted to leave the struc-
turing of the program to the Executive
Council, it had to be recognized as com-
plementing—not supplanting or compet-
ing with—existing programs to minorities
and the needy. And it had to overcome the
criticism that Jubilee ministry programs
would only serve the urban poor at the ex-
pense of needy people and congregations
in other settings.

1
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Finally it faced the money question.
How does a new program suggested by a
General Convention Commission affect a
budget whose parameters have been set
months before? Jubilee proponents said
they wanted “new money” and not the
transfer of funds from cuts in existing
budgets. The accepted wisdom is that “new
money”’ doesn’t come from the diocesan
assessments, but only directly from Epis-
copalians’ wallets through a' Venture in
Mission or Next Step. But Jubilee backers
insisted that the program should be an in-
tegral part of the Church’s program and
budget and not dependent on purely vol-
untary giving. Not until the program con-
cept was approved by both Bishops and
Deputies could the Convention’s Joint
Commission on Program, Budget, and Fi-
nance formally consider it for inclusion in
the budget.

The issues of competition and duplica-
tion surfaced in the open hearing on Ju-
bilee Ministry before both the Bishops’ and
Deputies’ Committees on Social and Urban
Concerns. The discussion there led the
Rev. Roy Cederholm of Vermont to say
that problems of “turf” were involved in
the testimony and suggested thoseinvolved
get together and straighten out their differ-
ences so Jubilee Ministry could be passed.

By the time the program came to the
floor most of these problems had been
solved in private meetings and one-to-one
conversations, and appearances by pro-
ponents at committee and caucusmeetings.

In the House of Bishops which consid-
ered it first, Bishop John Walker of Wash-
ington said, ‘“Differences which existed
earlier have been worked out.” It took the
House over an hour to decide that Jubilee
could work and it added specific mention
of APSO (Appalachian Peoples Service Or-
ganization) and the domestic dioceses of
Coalition 14 to the resolution before pass-
ing it on a voice vote.

After support from the Commission
on the Church in Small Communities and
the Black Deputies Caucus and criticism
from others during a 30-minute debate,
the Deputies passed the resolution.

Before the vote, Deputies made several
editorial changes in the resolution to as-
sure coordination with existing programs
and further clarify the relationship with
the Coalition for Human Needs under
whose auspices much of the Jubilee work
will be done.

The final budget presentation put the
program in the: 1983 budget, but at
$250,000—far short of the $2 million re-
quest. Despite several attempts to raise that
figure, Convention accepted the budget as
presented.

The Rev. James Moodey, who present-
ed the Jubilee report to the House of Dep-
uties, called it a “modest but significant
response to suffering and the biblical im-
perative.”

John Coleman of Richmond, Va.,
voiced the question only time will an-
swer: “We Episcopalians have love in
our hearts and money in our pockets, but
how do we get them together?”

& The black voice that wins the broadest acceptance among
blacks in South Africa these days—=and thus grates the
most on the ears and consciences ofw hltes—happens to

belong to an irrepressible Anglican ¢hurchman, Bishop a8
Desmond M. Tutu® —THE \hW YORK TIMES MAGAZINE

Here ts & nioving account of heartbreaking hitlie
Africa...a :ballumc to renewed hope and aspivy
Jfor pence and s econalmtzon :

; zﬁm‘mq in'South

.a pasa&;mr plw

NOW THE BIBLE CAN BECOME ACHILD’S
FAVORITE BOOK. Rand McNally intro-
duces a new publication to instill a love and
understanding of the Bible in all children.
THE BIBLE, ITS STORY FOR CHIL-
REN carefully interprets the Bible in words
and pictures that bring the meaning and
purpose alive for young minds. Regularly
$12.95, order yours now for just $8.95 and
receive information on economical volume
purchases. Call 800-323-1887 or send check
to Rand McNally, P.O. Box 7600, Chicago,
IL 60680.

I SOCIAL SECURITY

Will pension/social security cover your retire-
ment needs? As resident of The Church Home
(Episcopal) you're assured of financial secur-
ity the rest of your life. Good food, good

shelter, good infirmary care should you be-
come ill, good companionship. Ideal for folks
of moderate or limited means. Send for free
literature: The Rev. E. Williams, Admin. The
CHURCH HOME, Dept.EO2,5445 lngleslqe,
Chicago, lllinois 60615

Selections from the
Book of Common
Prayer in Large Print

The

Bookof
Common
Prayer

is not a simple
enlargement of pages
from the Prayer Book,
but is specially designed and type-
set, printéd and bound to provide
greater ease and usefulness for

the visually and physically impaired.
It contains the most frequently used
portions of the Prayer Book on
7"x10” pages in a format developed
by vision specialists. This volume is
needed in every parish, nursing
home, and hospital!

The words above are set in the actual type and size used in the book.

Spiral bound in bright red $4.95. Available through bookstores or

The Church Hymnal Corporation
800 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10017
The Episcopalian = October, 1982 9

I




r— Do you worry
about your safety
and security?

— Do you want
to maintain your
independence?

— Do you need
someone you
can count on?

If you're over 62 and

answer yes, living at

East Ridge can answer

your prayers.

East Ridge is a comprehensive
life-care community of comfort-
able private homes and garden
apartments within a 76-acre
park-like setting, 10 minutes south
of Miami. You can live here as
independently as you always have,
yet you'll always have someone
to count on.

You can decorate your home
as you like, come and go as you
please, enjoy the companionship
of others, and feel totally safe
and secure.

Private guards patrol our
fenced community. Complete
medical care is available to you.
There's a variety of social and
recreational activities. And our
chapel offers daily services for
all denominations.

The cost of buying a life-care
home at East Ridge varies, depend-
ing on the unit you select, and
a monthly maintenance fee is
required. But if you're at least 62
years old, East Ridge represents
the best of all worlds. Send in the
coupon today.

I'd like to know more about East

Ridge Village and
the unique way

: of life it offers. g
L5, P4 Pleasesend 1082
“~aa> V111AGE information to:

| |
| I
| |
I I
| Name |
| Address |
I ciy |
| |
| I
| |
I |
| I
| I

State Zip

Telephone

Mail to: Bishop James L. Duncan
East Ridge Village
19301 S.W. 87th Avenue
Miami, Florida 33157

Ry
EVER THOG!
TO GOD

St Andrew’s Abbey  (303) 623-7002
2015 Gienarm Place P. 0. Box 2169
[ Denver, Colorado 80201
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singing.

With 11 hymns
restored, new

Hymnal passes

by Fay Richardson

The revision to the 1940 Hymnal
sailed through the House of Bishops then
ran aground for half a day in the House
of Deputies as they pleaded for restora-
tion of favorite hymns.

Eventually, after rescuing “Now the
day is over” and deleting another, the
deputies approved the collection and it
went back for a quick vote to the House
of Bishops which shouted its unanimous
concurrence. Presiding Bishop John M.
Allin waited for the applause to die and
said simply, “Amen—that’s all I can say
.. .and you can sing it.”

The hymn deputies were most reluc-
tant to drop was “Turn back, O man,”
which was oft-called but never chosen.
Several dioceses fought to keep the “Bat-
tle Hymn of the Republic.” Eventually an
alternate Lutheran translation of “From
heaven high I come to you” was substi-
tuted in the spirit of other Convention
legislation which engenders closer ties
with Lutheran Churches.

Deputies tried for further study of lan-
guage and also for a period of trial use—
defeated after discussion of cost—but in
the end only one diocese—San Joaquin—
registered a negative vote.

From the beginning of the Convention
deputies and bishops were asked to sing
hymns in the revised version in a try-it-
you’ll-like-it approach. Approval of the
Hymnal got off to a good start when after
the first open hearing, the Standing Com-
mission on Church Music offered to re-
store 10 deleted hymns from the 1940
edition. The enthusiastic and good-hu-
mored presentations of Bishop C. Judson
Child, chairman of the House of Bishops’
music committee and suffragan ‘of Atlan-
ta, facilitated what could have been an
arduous process.

In the House of Deputies the question
most frequently asked was, “Why are we
dropping this hymn?” Members of the
music committee, chaired in the House of
Deputies by Edward H. Kryder of West-
ern New York, fielded with answers suich
as, “People sing ‘parakeet’ instead of
‘paraclete.” ” Or that Hymn 128 about
the bloody-breasted pelican was “good
poetry but poor science.” ;i

Several deputies objected to inclusion
of ahymn by W. H. Auden who, one dep-
uty complained, “spoke in tongues of
English.” A deputy who said she was a
poetry critic rose and volunteered to ex-
plain Auden’s poetry to another who
claimed he ‘“could not understand one
line of the whole thing.”

Bishop Judson Child led hymn

Copyright 2024. Domestic and Foreign .Missionary Society. Permission required for reuse ?"d publica‘tiqn.,
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Turn to ‘Amazing Grace °’

Are youready,let’s sing that

Photo by Neale Morgan

Photos by Janette Pierce
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Everywhere peopie sang—in both Houses,
at Triennial, at an open hearing led, above,
by Alec Wyton who called himself “‘the
nickel that goes into the juke box at St.
James,”” New York City, where he is choir-
master. Below, the Rev. D. F. Bland
Tucker, left, a member of the Commis-
sion on Church Music which produced
the 1940 Hymnal, speaks with Bishop
Arthur Walmsley of Connecticut.

HERE’'SWHAT’SIN,
WHAT’'S OUT

INHYMNAL

Convention action on the Hymnal
1982 restored 11 texts from the 1940
book, deleted six proposed texts, and
made changes in 32 others.

The restored hymns are:

“My country, ’tis of thee”
“Wherefore, O Father”

“Glory be to Jesus”

“Come, Holy Spirit, heav’nly dove”
“Breathe on me, Breath of God”

“O for a closer walk with God”

“I know not where the road will lead”
“Almighty Father strong to save”

(with changes)

“Stand up, stand up for Jesus” (with
changes)

“Now the day is over”

“I sing a song of the saints of God”

Five of the deleted hymns were new

in the proposed book. They are:

“Thy bitter anguish o’er”

“Hast thou not known”

“He’s got the whole world in his hands”

“Domine, Domine”

“As from her bloodied breast the
pelican”

Also deleted was “May the grace of
Christ our Savior” from the 1940
book.

Language changes were in most
cases minor, such as “man in one” to
“Mary’s son,” or “self-control” to “dis-
cipline,” or “Cephas” to “Peter.” In
some cases the translator had request-
ed changes; in others, stanzas were
added or deleted.

Hymnal 1982 supplants but does
not replace Hymnal 1940, and both
books may be used. In contrast to The
Book of Common Prayer, Convention
action does not mandate the choice of
hymns Episcopalians may sing in their
parishes. The new book’s publication
date is set for 1985.




Bishop John B. Coburn

Coburn to chair

[ ] *
committee to pick
candidates for
Presiding Bishop

The Joint Nominating Committee tor
the Office of the Presiding Bishop took
advantage of the fact that its members
were all in New Orleans and held its organ-
izing meeting during the lunch break on
September 14.

At the meeting the committee picked
Bishop John Coburn of Massachusetts as
chairman, George Lockwood of El Camino
Real as vice-chairman, and Charles Crump
of Tennessee as‘secretary. The members
also named an executive committee con-
sisting of Bishop Jackson Gilliam of Mon-
tana, the Rev. Joseph Green of Southern
Virginia, the Rev. Robert Wainwright of
Rochester, and Catherine Saucedo of West-
ern Mexico.

Wainwright will also head a subcommit-
tee to draft a paper concerning the develop-
ment of a profile for the Office of Presid-
ing Bishop. The document will probably
be reviewed at the full committee’s meet-
ing scheduled for April, 1983. Serving on
the subcommittee with Wainwright are
Wade Bennett of Dallas and Bishop Arthur
Vogel of West Missouri.

The committee announced it welcomed
comments or suggestions from members
of the Church concerning the Office ofthe
Presiding Bishop and correspondence
should be directed to Committtee Secre-
tary, Charles M. Crump, Esq., 100 N. Main
Building, Suite 2610, Memphis, Tenn.
38103.

The committee will meet again in the
spring of 1984 to review bishops who
might be considered for nomination, and
will welcome names or letters of endorse-
ment from Church members at that time.
Again these should be addressed to Crump.

Yes,we’ll have no
Archbishop,thanks

A proposal to style the Presiding Bish-
op as Archbishop produced a 40-minute
debate in the House of Bishops, even
lengthier speech-making in the House of
Deputies, and eventual defeat for the
proposal.

Convention decided the term Archbish-
op, loaded with overtones of medieval hi-
erarchy, fails to fit today’s growing con-
cept of the Church as servant. “The Pre-
siding Bishop needs to be the simplest, the
humblest, one who shows his servanthood
in a special way,” argued Bishop John H.
Burt of Ohio.

“I feel uncomfortable, as if we were
Charlemagne about to crown ourselves,”
added Louisiana’s Bishop James B. Brown.

Though Bishop Robert C. Witcher of
Long Island, Bishop Arthur Vogel of West
Missouri, and others commended archbish-
op as an apt historic title, their viewpoint
did not prevail.

BishopJohnHoweof London,secretary-
general of the worldwide Anglican Consul-
tative Council, offered the advice that vari-
ous titles are current in various places. He

~where. .

~

saw no need for one Church to conform to
another’s usage.

Bishop William Wantland of Eau Claire
offered the wry suggestion, “Patriarch of
the New World,” or “Chief District Super-
intendent of the American Church.”

Final action simply amends a portion
of a canon to insert the words and primate
in a sentence that says the Presiding Bishop
shall be chief pastor. Suffragan Bishop of
New York Walter D. Dennis, who spoke to
this addition, insisted that nobody argued
the linkage between the word primate and
members of the animal kingdom. “The
word primate,” he concluded, ‘has as
much to do with biology as the word ordi-
nary has to do with nondescript.”
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AND THE PAY IS PEANUTS. . .

Despite strict admonitions not to mon-
key around, discussion about adding the
word “primate” to the job description of
the Presiding Bishop was rife with wry
possibilities that press briefer, the Rev.
Jack Woodard, couldn’t resist. In explain-
ing the action he denied the rumor that
one of the jobs of the Joint Nominating
Committee for the Presiding Bishop would
be to find a candidate “who could touch
the ground with his knuckles without
bending his knees.”

Church takes
strong stand
on peace

by Isabel Baumgartner

In.many ways the issue in New Orleans
was peace. In other ways peace was not
an issue at all. The Convention wanted to
speak out strongly on peace. The only
differences to be resolved were what
statements would be most helpful.

- While differences emerged in both the
House of Bishops and the House of Depu-
ties, the final votes were positive by a
generous majority. Both Houses seemed
to agree with Bishop Otis Charles of Utah:
“Let us say, ‘Enough is enough.” ”

Bishops and deputies warmly endorsed
the report of the Joint Commission on
Peace and continued its existence with
the mission of bringing the Church to a
greater awareness of the centrality of
peacemaking. Convention also voted to
employ a peace coordinator on the na-
tional staff and noted with approval the
increased 1983 budget item of $150,000
earmarked for peace concerns.

Convention urged the U.S. and the
U.S.S.R. to halt immediately the testing,
production, and further deployment of
all nuclear arms “in a verifiable way.” It
asked President Reagan to negotiate a 50
percent reduction in the nuclear arsenals
of the two superpowers and called upon
both nations to adept a “no first-use”
policy for both defensive and offensive
nuclear weapons.

Calling the “squandering of resources”
on armaments “an act of aggression”
against the world’s children, the House of
Bishops’ Pastoral Letter echoed another
resolution which challenges the U.S. Con-
gress to realign its budget priorities from
defense spending toward meeting human
need.

Even the plea for a nuclear weapons
freeze won support though some debaters
believed—as U.S. Vice-President George
Bush had stated in his Convention address
—that a freeze would be more detrimental
than helpful. :

‘Both Houses also agreed that “nonvio-
lent refusal to participate in or prepare for
war can be a faithful response” for Epis-
copalians and that.both those wHo consci-
entiously decide to participate and those
who decide not to participate should have
“the respect and ministry of the Church.”

They reaffirmed earlier statements
(Lambeth, 1978, and General Convention,
1979) asking ‘““Christian people every-
.to engage. . .in nonviolent action
for justice and peace.”

FULL-TIME MUSIC DIRECTOR. Epiphany
Church in Danville, Virginia, to plan and carry
on an active musical program. Priority given
to directing a combined choir of adults and
children. Responsible for maintenance of two
quality organs. Must be competent in Epis-
copal liturgy. Individual creativity encourag-
ed, Direct all resumes to Mr. John Blake, c/o
Epiphany Church, 115 Jefferson Avenue,
Danville, Virginia 24541.

ANTHONY

TROLLOPE

Long out-of-print titles returned
to print. Send for free catalog.

P.O. Box 245 E

Caledonia Press Racine, W1 53401

christian tradition
at 1ts Best ...
Catenpars op the Church year
By Lizuraicar Season
D AngLican CAMENDAR ~each pay v proper

@ Chipren’s CAMEWDAR. ~IauSTRATED 1N
BLACK ON JOYOUSLY GOLORED PAPER~ BIBLICAL STUDY GUIDE
$6.50 ea.+ $1.50 per order postage & hand.

(Pa. residents add 6% sales tax to total)
Catalogue sent upon request

Cioars C.E. VISMINAS
at large 422 DASTINGS STREET

discount PITTSBURGh, pa. 15206

The beautlful sound of Schul-’
merich bells — calling to. worship,
pealing out the good news, tolling
the hours, or ringing in concert —
will proclaim your love as no other °
memorial can.

Schulmerich has put memorial
bells within the reach of donors
who seek a dift that gives so much
to so many for so long. We can
supply a single cast bronze bell, a
cast bell carillon, an electronic bell
instrument, or lustrous, resonant-
toned handbells.

A memorial of Schulmerich bells
costs less than an average stained
glass window, or many church fur-
nishings.

Handbells Carillons

proclalms your love .
" . s . the beautiful sound
of Schulmerich bells

" Help in_raising funds

-conducted campaign, so that's why
- we make available a special

. the only full-time, nation-

- sales, installation and

Send information on Schulmerich

Have District Manager call. My phone # is ( )

SEEKING A UNIQUELY CHRISTIAN
CHRISTMAS DECORATION?

The Advent Star

Durable, easy to
assemble. 25" in
diameter. Comes
complete. Ready
ta light.
$39.95 051 puo

Send check, VISA, Mastercard
or call (717) 287-7841

EPIPHANY ENTERPRISES

156 James Street / Kingston, Pa. 18704

Schulmerich knows that gathering..
funds for a group purchase can be
simplified by use of a specially

fund-raising program.

Help in selection, toe
Our Bell Specialists (part of

wide staff devoted to bell

service) will be de-
lighted to help finalize
selection in keeping
with your needs

and budget.

Cast Bells & Towers Full line

CITY

NAME TITLE
ORGANIZATION :
ADDRESS

STATE ZIP

Schulmerich .}
Carillons

Schulmerich Carillons, Inc., 5241 Carillon Hill,
Sellersville, PA 18960 (215) 257-2771

Copyright 2024. Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society. Permission required for reuse and publication.

The Episcopalian  October, 1982 11



Out of the past
came today and
the growth of
tomorrow.

. The pioneer spirit of our
forefathers is a legacy that has §
been handed down from one |
generation to another. It has
made our country into a great ©
nation. The pioneers of the past |
always moved forward while
meeting the challenges of every- *
day life every step and mile of
the way.
Today, churches throughout |
| the world, are also meeting the |
challenges of our changing
times. The result has been a |
growth in congregations
unparalleled in our history. |
Churches that are moving !
' forward have rekindled people’s
. enthusiasm to reach out to help
" others for todays needs. :
; How about your church?
Is it moving forward?
You would be surprised what
! a rennovated or remodeled
% church can do for you! And,
that’s where we can be a big
- help!
Our call at Overholtzer
¥ Church Furniture is to hel
. people realize what new churc
chairs and chancel |

%ﬁg remodeled churches. Our 30

. years of manufacturing church
. furniture has given us the
1 privilege of supplying supreme
v quality and workmanship for
supreme value. The reoull: has
helped us to become one of the
leading Church Manufacturers in
the world with worldwide sales §
and service. Call us. We're here §
to help you grow. : §

The Creative
Church Furniture
Innovators

OVERHOLTZER

. . CHURCH FURNITURE, INC. |
g 626 Kearney Ave. ;
P.O. Box 4039 i
Dept. TE i

4 Modesto, CA 95352 &g
5 ' N (209) 529-1716 1 i
; (800) 344-7162

S

oy
oy s
AR

STAINED GLASS
Artists & Craftsmen
since 1857

J&R Studios,

30 Joyce Drive
Spring Valley
" New York
10977
(914) 352-3777

THE SOCIETY OF MARY
A devotional society within the
Anglican Communion
For brochure and application write:
The Regional Secretary
Mr. W. H. Spaulding

1206 Buchanan Street
McLean, Virginia 22101
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Speakers bring

global views

on human need

+ Sandra Day O’Connor

God works

111 CI'1S1S,

four women say
by Fay Richardson

Without any warning and in a demure
voice, Coretta Scott King leaned forward
during a panel discussion and asked Su-
preme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor:
“When a climate is created around an issue,
doesn’t it make it easier for the justices
to make their decisions?”

O’Connor’s answer, which began, “His-
torically the Supreme Court has been on
the cutting edge of new concepts. . . ,”
sounded like a legal brief. Buried in it was
an affirmative answer.

King’s question was timely. Withina few
days the House of Deputies would vote
that the members of the Church “engage
themselves in non-violent action for justice
and peace and support others so engaged,
recognizing that such action will be con-
sidered controversial and may be person-
ally costly.”

The three women who shared the panel
with O’Connor knew just how costly,
though the drama and pain of their stories
seemed muted by their efforts to place
them in a spiritual context.

After her husband, Martin Luther King,
Jr., was Kkilled, Coretta King continued
civil rights work. She and her baby were
nearly killed when a-bomb exploded in
their home. “After the bombing I knew
my life could be in danger. Who are we
that God should seek us out to use us? As
a religious person I continue to have faith.
If I turn to the Source there will be direc-
tion. It may not be what we expect.”

Louisa Kennedy told how she felt dur-
ing the first few days after her husband
was taken hostage in Iran. “Fear overcame
us. . .trembling, perspiring, unable to
breathe. . .feelings of inadequacy and an-
ger. We [the hostages’ families] were scat-
tered all over the country. The further from
Washington we were, the more isolated
we felt.”

She organized the families into a group
support system. “We need family—com-
munity. . . .The American way of life is
‘Let’s be independent’ and when crisis en-
velops us it is a moment of shock—but
crisis generates human concern. We are at
the moment facing a crisis of national sur-
vival.”

Margaret Dehqgani-Tafti and her hus-
band, the Anglican Bishop of Iran, escaped
from Iran after an attempt on his life, but
they, too, paid the price. “They entered
our bedroom when we were still asleep
and came to the edge of the bed. The gun
misfired. They missed both of us and in
that moment I knew—God had work
for us.”

Photo' by Thomas Lippart

Convention-goers heard a Supreme
Court Justice, the Vice President of the
United States, an exiled bishop, a former
political hostage, and an outspoken critic
of his native South Africa in three special
sessions in New Orleans. Presiding Bishop
John M. Allin, who invited these guests
and others, called them “people whose
lives are involved in human need.”’

e

Moorhead Kennedy A

Several months later their son was as-
sassinated by revolutionaries. “They killed
my son because they had missed, firing
at his father. If we are not careful, bitter-
ness would suffocate us. That is why we
have to pray for our enemies.”

- “The nature of crises varies,” Sandra
O’Connor explained. Hers came when she
learned she might be appointed to the Su-
preme Court. “For some it is to lead others
through crisis—a nation, a congregation,
family, friends. When I went to meet with
those making decisions about filling the
Court vacancy, my first instinct was to
pray for guidance. God calls each of us.
In a crisis, pray, prepare, strengthen your
bonds with the opposition. Don’t look
back once you’ve made your decision.”

Nuclear freeze
too simple vice-

president says

When Vice President George Bush ad-
dressed a joint session on September 7 it
is unlikely that one of the 3,000 Episcopa-
lians gathered to hear him would have-trad-
ed places with him.

Bush didnothave “theluck ofthedraw,”
appearing as he did while members of his
audience were still wiping tears from their
eyes after Bishop Desmond Tutu’s speech,
and in the early stages of discussion of the
Jubilee Ministry, a program offered to fill

Followed, far right, by Presiding Bishop John Allin, left to right, Margaret Dehqani-
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Andrew Young

a vacuum left by federal cutbacks, and an-
other resolution calling for anuclear freeze.

Bush spoke ofhis Episcopal background,
having just come from St. Ann’s by the
Sea in Kennebunkport, Me., where his
daughter was married, “in the same church
where my mother and dad were married
61 years ago.” Bush and his wife, Barbara,
are members of St. Martin’s, Houston,
Texas., and attend services at St. Colum-
ba’s while in Washington, D.C.

Bush was greeted by silence when he
reiterated the administration’s opposition
to a freeze on nuclear weapons. He was
applauded, however, when he said, “This
administration wants to reduce both nu-
clear and conventional forces.”

The Church, Bush said, must continue
to help the hungry, now numbering 400
million severely malnourished people, and
said he admires the fact that the U.S. has
a food surplus. He attributed this food pro-
ducing capacity to “incentive, ownership
of the land that produces. . .[and] free-
dom,” saying the farms of the Soviet Un-
ion and China “have been unproductive
as long as they have been collectivized.”

The United States, he said, “has noth-
ing to apologize for in its efforts to reduce
nuclear armaments throughout theworld.”

Bush called a nuclear freeze an “appeal-
ing, simple solution” that would “under-
cut prospects for an effective nuclear arms
reduction agreement with the Soviet Uni-
on. Our allies are not war mongers, they
oppose the freeze, they do not want to live
with any threat of nuclear blackmail.”

The way to begin to disarm and reduce
weapons, Bush said, is to let the Kremlin
know three things: 1) we want peace; 2)
we will remain strong to deter aggression;
and 3) we will stay at the negotiating table
for as long as it takes “to reduce nuclear
arms in a verifiable way.”

-

Tafti, Coretta Sco tt King, Sandra Day O ‘Connor, and Louisa Kennedy prepare for their

panel discussion.
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Bishop Desox{;i Tutu
South African
bishop wins
with wit,
justice plea

by Isabel Baumgartner

“Fantastic.” “The most gifted witness
I’'ve ever heard.” “The highlight of the
whole convention.”

Episcopalians appeared to reach for su-
perlatives adequate to describe South Afri-
can Bishop Desmond Tutu whose Septem-
ber 7 address electrified a jam-packed joint
session in an old-timey New Orleans
theater.

Tutu, scorned by his country’s govern-
ment because he opposes so effectively its
racist policies, has had his passport with-
drawn. Earlier this year when Columbia
University awarded him an honorary de-
gree its representatives had to come to So-
weto, a Johannesburg suburb, to present
it because Tutu was unableto come to New
York. Presiding Bishop John M. Allin

asked unnamed influential persons to in-
tervene and Tutu came to New Orleans
with “special travel documents valid for
19 days,” Tutu said. “It’s a minormiracle.”

Though capable of broad humor, Tutu
was unbending in his message that his peo-
ple would not be content with the current
situation. He described some of what apar-
theid means: the inability to leave one’s
house to walk across the street to buy a
newspaper unless one carries a proper
written permit; the law against any “gath-
ering” of more than two persons; the “twi-
light existence of political prisoners kept
in solitary confinement as non-persons.

“I am a bishop in the Church of God
and rising S1 years of age,” Tutu said.
“Yet I have no vote. An 18-year-old has it,
though, by a wonderful biological coinci-
dence—white skin.” .

With characteristic boldness the small,
buoyant man who heads the South Afri-
can Council of Churches proclaimed, “I
do not fear [my] government. They’re
trying to defend the indefensible. Like
other tyrants before them—Nero, Hitler,
Amin—these men will end up as theflotsam
and jetsam of history.”

Tutu commented on the political use
of semantics. “A native is not everyone
born in South Africa, but only those of

us of a darker hue. . . .And now that the
government has a Department of Plural
Affairs, [you might] call us ‘the Plurals.’
One of us would be a singular Plural. If he
lived out of town, I suppose he’d be a
rural Plural.

“Help us create an atmosphere in which
it is possible for politicians to take the risk
of advocating policies that will restore
justice,” he asked his audience, warning,
“We can’t survive on the crumbs which
happen to fall from the table” of those in
authority. “We want to be able to sit at
the table and decide the menu—to deter-
mine, together with others, the future of
our country.”

Concluding, he fairly shouted, “Any-
body is foolhardy to take on the Church
of God. We are a supernatural body.” His
arms uplifted and outspread, his face
alight, he concluded at full voice, “Vast
throng none could number, robed in white
and carrying palm branches, standing be-
fore the Lamb on His throne and shouting
together, ‘Victory to our God!””

When all was said and the moist-eyed
crowd rose to applaud in the garish the-
ater it seemed that even one of the marble
goddesses poised in a niche high on a side
wall prepared to toss onto the stage a lau-
rel wreath she held in her hand.

Photos by Thomas Lippart
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Six men give viewson

turbulance in world

Five world leaders of Church and state
gave General Convention their views on
Christian conscience in today’s turbulent
world.

Representing some of the countries ex-
periencing that turbulence were Bishop
Robin H. A. Eames of Down and Dromore,
Northern Ireland; exiled Bishop H. B.
Dehgani-Tafti of Iran; Andrew Young,
mayor of Atlanta, Ga., and former U.S.
ambassador to the United Nations; David-
son Nicol of Nigeria, Under Secretary Gen-
eral of the United Nations; and diplomat
and former hostage in Iran, Moorhead C.
Kennedy who now directs the Cathedral
Peace Institute in New York City.

Moderator Thomas M. Franck used a
simulation format to evoke comment.
Franck, a law professor and director of the
Center for International Studies, asked
panelists to address a critical border dis-
pute between two imaginary countries
which he described: a minority of Chris-
tians living near the border in a non-Chris-
tian country, a bomb planted to explode
in a secret place at a specified time, the
terrorist turning up in the garage of the
Bishop’s home. With nations named To-
talpower and Superpower already taking

op Robi H A. Eames a

8
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icol
sides in the border conflict, what to do?

Of the more than 90 minutes of provoc-
ative comments, these are representative:

EAMES—“In looking at violence and
counter-violence, one must judge each in-
stance individually, except that alliance
with the forces of violence is not the proper
role of the Church underany circumstances
whatever.”

DEHQANI-TAFTI—“Even a tiny group
can stand up for law and order when ev-
erything else is tumbling down: . . .We des-
parately need a center of true justice where
people could come and know justice would
be done. . . .Our job goes beyond the eco-
nomic and political level; it is to bring
about real reform in the hearts of people.
Start a school in every village and teach
each child the standards of justice. Open
people’s hearts to the love of God, and a
converted people will reform the nation.”

YOUNG—As to “helping our defense-
less friends to defend themselves against
oppression,” the United States needs to
remain aware that international conflicts
“clearly can only be resolved politically,
by reconciliation. . . .We’ve got to free
ourselves from any sense of judging other
countries, we who spend $245 billion a
year on violence to perpetuate our own
concepts.”

NICOL—“Many oppressive laws” still

Copyright 2024. Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society. Permission reduired for reuse and publication.

in effect “were passed by colonial powers
during our fight for liberation.” In their
place must come “laws growing out of our
own people, based on Christian ethics. . . .
Meanwhile we are obligated to act on our
Christian convictions by saying to national
leaders, “You must get out of jail your en-
emies’ widows, feed and educate their
children, care for the old people.”

KENNEDY—We have a tendency to
theologize about political rights in our
time. . .but we’re not always so keen
about self-determination of peoples when
it could lead to confrontation between
superpowers.”” He cautioned against hasty
response when other nations plead, “You
must help usin any and all circumstances.”

Applause resounded when Eames ad-
libbed, “After two visits to the States, I
must say I wish you would realize how
many of us look to you for real moral,
international leadership.”

Bishop H. B. Dehqani-Tafti

SERMON STRUGGLES

Four Methods of

Sermon Preparation

Ernest E. Hunt “takes the reader
right down into the trenches
where the day-by-day and week-by-
week struggle for effective ways of
presenting the gospel is carried on.
One of the most helpful contempo-
rary books on sermon preparation
that I have ever read”—The Rt. Rev.
Jobn B. Coburn, Bishop of Massa-
chusetts paperback $8.95

RUNNING A LIBRARY
Managing the
Congregation’s Library
with Care, Confidence,
and Common Sense
Professional librarian Ruth §.
Smith’s guide demonstrates the
effectiveness of a positive approach
to the unique administrative prob-
lems of running a library or multi-
media resource center.

paperback $7.95

RELIGIOUS DIMENSIONS

IN LITERATURE

An introduction to seven modern

classics, edited by Lee A. Belford:

Williams’ ALL HALLOW’S EVE; Lewis’

TILL WE HAVE FACES; Camus’ THE

PLAGUE; Eliot’s THE WASTE LAND,

ASH WEDNESDAY, FOUR QUARTETS;

Percy’s THE LAST GENTLEMAN.
paperback $6.95

THE SPIRITUAL LIFE
Learning East and West
John H. Westerhoff Il and

John D. Eusden $10.95
YOUNG CHILDREN AND

| THE EUCHARIST
New Edition

Urban T. Holmes III ;
paperback $795

JESUS ACCORDING TO LUKE
A presentation of Jesus’ ministry as
Luke understood it. William Syd-
nor presents the results of modern
scholarship without allowing them
to hide the good news.
paperback $7.95

at your bookstore or from

£ SEABURY PRESS

Seabury Service Center - Somers, CT 06071

BEST GIFT
CLOI_S_ONNE Episcopal Church Emblem

NECKLACE: (all colors)—with
16" Sterling chain ..uucuseeieen $

18" Sterling chain .. .
18" Silver-plated ....vieseeses

TIE TACK:
with buttonhole bar

LAPEL PIN:

KEY HOLDER (Lucite)..... $ 3.00
Church Emblem embedaea
both sides (2" x 1-3/8"")
*All PLUS postage and handling .............. $ .95
. Guarantee: 1). Refund with 10 days return.
2). Immediate shipping upon rece’pt
of check.
ORDER:

PAN ASIA PRODUCT CO.

P.O. Box 49182 » Atlanta, GA 30359

PUBLISH YOUR OWN
soft-cover book for as little as 45¢ per copy
(depending on quantity) Avoid
vanity-press or subsidy-publishing fees
Write or call
PUBLISHERS MANAGEMENT COMPANY,
6417 Blanco Court, Plano, Texas 75023
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lovingly captured the beauty
and humor of Christmas and
gently wrapped it in appealing
messages to brighten the sea-
son for others. From “The
Thirteen Christmas Trees” to
“The Day Santa Lost His
Head,” and a ‘‘Parsonage in a
Pear Tree,” readers will remi-
nisce and respond with laugh-
ter and tears as they share the
familiar components that
make a Christmas memorable.
A beautiful gift to read, enjoy,
or share with family and
friends. Paper, $5.95

Order !rom your local bookstore or

| Abingdon |

§ 201 Eighth Ave., So., Box €01, Nashville, TN 37202

St. Dunstan Church Craft
by A.Edward Jones Limited

5 { of England.
> SILVERSMITHS AND

{ CRAFTSMEN IN METAL
*We make the highest
quality Church Silver
and Metal Work
including Altar Crosses.
Chalices, Ciboria,

Vases etc. Custom made
or to our own design.

e tered Trade M * CATALOG, DRAWINGS,
R e 1905 ™ AVAILABLE FROM
A. Edward Jones Ltd., St. Dunstan Works,
Pemberton Street, Blrmmgham England.

AUTHORS WANTED BY
NEW YORK PUBLISHER

Leading subsidy book publisher seeks manuscriptsg
of all types: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, scholarly
and juvenile works, etc. New authors welcomed.|
Send for free, illustrated 40-page brochure S-73
Vantage Press, 516 W. 34 St., New York, N.Y..10001
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Triennial
hears ~
speakers,

copes
with cuts

by A. Margaret Landis .

The 380 delegates to the Triennial
Meeting of the Women of the Church, un-
der the direction of Presiding Officer Bet-
ty Thomas Baker, heard addresses on Spir-
itual Growth, Family, and Environment;
dealt with resolutions ranging from struc-
ture to prayer in public schools; and at-
tended Joint Sessions of the Houses of
Bishops and Deputies to hear speakers and
to sing selections from the new Hymnal.

With the theme “Go Forth into the
World,” the women began their Meeting
at the opening service with 7,000 bishops,
clergypersons, and laypeople to present
the United Thank Offering. They ended it
with a more intimate Eucharist of 500
people at which Presiding Bishop John M.
Allin celebrated.

On a day of torrential rains and star-

_tling claps of thunder Triennial delegates

heard General Convention’s proposed
budget which contained a plan to de-
crease Triennial’s funding from $20,000

to $15,000. The really bad news was a pro- '

posed total funding phase-out by 1986.

Although Triennial’s goal is to become
self-supporting, its legacy income does
not yet cover the announced decrease,
but Scott Evans, a Triennial Committee
member as well as a member of Executive
Council, said, “We’ll have to live with it.”
The Meeting, which provides a forum for
discussion of church issues as well as lead-
ership education and inspiration for mis-
sion, will be financed in 1985 partially
through a plan of deferred giving which
Triennial passed.

“We’ve got to get our act together
when we go home,” one delegate said.
“If we don’t, we’d better not plan to
come again.”

“God created us out of joy, for joy. We
are not created simply to be beasts of bur-
den,” the Rev Tilden Edwards, executive
director of Shalem Institute for Spiritual
Formation, Washington, D.C., told dele-
gates in one of three spiritual messages that
were the heart of the Meeting. Sabbath
time, Edwards told the women, is a way
to discern “our basic calls to ministry.”

Family is one of the most controver-

- sial subjects a speaker can tackle, said the

Rev. John Westerhoff of Duke University
Divinity School, Durham, N.C. He gave a
history in which family had once provid-
ed nurture, security, cooperation, and
support, but he noted that now the family
as a happy unit “doesn’t exist. It mever
existed. According to Scripture there is
no such thing as a Christian family. There
are families of Christians. Christ taught us
our first allegiance is to Him and to the
Church »

Creatlon S mterconnectedness was the
subject of the Very Rev. Herbert O’Dris-
coll, warden of the College of Preachers,
Washington, D.C. He called Christians

Photos by Neale Morgan

Kathryn Kemp, Ieft the youngest delegate in Triennial’s history, is a vestry member and
president of the Episcopal Young Churchmen at St. George’s, Maplewood, N.J. At right,
Shirley Merrill, newly elected Triennial Committee member from Los Angeles, meets

delegates before her election.

“cooperators with God, . . .the sons and
daughters of God. .. .God is creating the
world. It’s ongoing creation, [and] we are
in the studio with the artist, not the care-
taker of the painting.”

Triennial delegates, as they do each
General Convention year, approved the
structure and function of the United
Thank Offering Committee but this year
rejected a proposed additional guideline
“giving priority to those grant requests
which encourage and assist women to ex-
pand their ministries beyond those tradi-
tionally assigned to women.” They left the
choice of grants to the UTO committee.

After consideration of 113 grant re-
quests, delegates approved a package of
$2,485,301.63, the highest year’s total in
UTO’s 93-year history.

The grants—considered seed money for
a new project or for a new phase of an ex-
isting one—were approved in 47 minutes,
and one delegate from Nebraska said,
“Wow! What a shopping spree. That’s
$52,878 a minute!”

In an effort to conserve money and ex-
ercise good stewardship, delegates present-
ed and examined resolutions for shorter
Triennials to be held in less expensive fa-
cilities but withdrew the resolutions when
bishops and deputies voted for a shorter
Convention.

Delegates passed a resolution calling
for “cessation of the productlon of nu-
clear weapons by all nations” and one
proposing a National Academy of Peace
and Conflict Resolutions. Another resolu-
tion urged judicious use of land resources.

Much confusion resulted from twe res-

“olutions asking for continued support for
the Equal Rights Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution. Since ERA’s defeat, would
one support the or an Equal Rights
Amendment? If an, what would the lan-
guage of such an amendment be? Eventu-
ally after an attempt to change the resolu-
thﬂ from ERA to “equal rights for wom-

> delegates reaffirmed their previous
stand to urge churchwomen to “become
aware of the positive aspects of the Equal
Rights Amendment that point to alleviat-
ing the legal plights of women.”

In other resolutions, delegates asked
churchwomen to speak against violence,
decried the increasing publication of child
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* educator Verna Dozier,
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pornography, continued support for the
boycott of Nestle products until that com-
pany complies with the World Health Or-
ganization Code for marketing products in
Third World countries, and defeated sup-
port for a flat rate tax as well as for Presi-
dent Reagan’s prayer in public schools bill.

A resolution to say Episcopal Church
Women and United Thank Offering
prayers in “the vernacular” caused much
discussion about what ‘‘vernacular”
meant until one woman stopped the talk
with, “I think we need to spend as much
time talking to our Lord as we do talking
about the language we ‘use in talking to
our Lord.”

Delegates also heard former Presiding
Officers Betty Connelly and Pam Chinnis,
United Church
Women president Thelma Adair, Margaret
Lawrence, Bishop Elliott Sorge, and Bish-
op John Walker as well as Betty Gray, co-
ordinator of women’s ministries at the
Episcopal Church Center, who said “the
Episcopal Church is the only mainline
Church with no structure for women on
the national level.”

Presiding Officer Baker urged dele-
gates to return home, “to the center of
the village,” with new ideas for carrying
out ministry.

Sharing a laugh are two Triennial Officers:
Betty Thomas Baker, left, who presided
in New Orleans, and Betty Connelly,
1979 Presiding Officer.



Convention enters new
Lutheran relationship

With an old-fashioned roll-call vote at
6 p.m. on a Saturday night, the House of
Deputies joined the House of Bishops inap-
proving new and closer relationships with
a majority of the nation’s Lutherans.

After their vote, which wasalmost unan-

stanza of Martin Luther’s “A mighty for-
tress is our God.”
“At that moment,” one deputy said,
“we were the best Church we could be.”
The new agreement, voted also by the
Lutheran Church in America, the Ameri-
can Lutheran Church, and the Associa-

imous, deputies stood to-sing the first

Presiding Bishop John M. Allin introduces The Next Step, an evaluation and fund rais-

ing program about which Convention-goers saw a film and then endorsed.

‘Next Step’ calls
for commitment
tothe poor

The New Orleans Convention voted to
call upon each congregation in the Church
“to increase, to the limit of its ability, its
ministry to the poor in its own neighbor-
hood” and “to share a portion of its finan-
cial resources with the larger Church to
provide needed assistance so that all con-
gregations may minister more effectively
to the poor.”

This request was coupled with an ad-
ditional call to congregations to “evaluate
their life for total mission and ministry,
endeavoring to increase their effectiveness
through Service, Worship, Evangelism,
Education, and Pastoral Care.”

This action also pledges bishops and
deputies to work with congregations on
this Next Step in Mission and asks dioce-
san bishops to share Next Step progress
annually at House of Bishops’ interim
meetings in 1983 and 1984.

The Next Step is an “over and above”
program to help the poor and clarify each
congregation’s ministry in the 1980’s. Ex-

e g
When long-term
loving care is needed.

Consider White Lodge for anyone who
requires intermediate or skilled medical
care. Features of this beautiful health
center include:

Full-time medical director
24-hour nursing service

Therapy and personal attention
Private and semi-private rooms
Low comprehensive rates

.

The care at White Lodge is thoroughly
professional. The residential atmo-
sphere is relaxed and homelike. Short-
term and life care available. Call or
write for details.

White Lodge at

) 600 East Cathedral Road

il Philadelphia, PA 19128
SRl (215) 487-1300
Nonprofit. Nondenominational. Responsible
to the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania.
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isting church structures—parish, diocesan,
and national—will be used, and no specif-
ic funding was requested in the General
Church Program Development Budget.

The hope of Next Step advocates, led
by Presiding Bishop John M. Allin, is the
people of the Church will give $5 million
a year to this extra effort to help the
poor through increased parish work, dioc-
esan agencies already serving the poor,
and Churchwide groups like the Presiding
Bishop’s Fund for World Relief and th
Coalition for Human Needs. \

The Presiding Bishop was a strong and
enthusiastic spokesman for this effort
from Convention’s beginning to end, call-
ing it “a next step for the total Church in
its overall mission.”

In his sermon at the opening Eucharist,
he appealed to all Episcopalians “to reach
out to the separated and the alienated.”
He prayed that “God the Holy Spirit will
stir up” in “every congregating company
of this Church the will and power to
move in the next step of our Christian
mission.” And in his closing meditation in
the House of Bishops, he urged his listen-
ers to move on with “our mission to help
the poor and oppressed.”

of Fesus
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tion of Evangelical Lutheran Churches,
meeting the same week in other cities, en-
courages “development of common Chris-
tian life” in the four Churches and agrees
to interim sharing of the Eucharist and
joint celebrations under special conditions
while the Churches work toward full com-
munion. The three Lutheran bodies which
approved closer ties with Episcopalians
also voted to unite in one 5.4 million
member Church.

Episcopalians and Lutherans may now
work out local covenants (see page 5) and
join in common study, Christianeducation,
action in mission and social concerns, and
use of facilities.

General Convention also greeted World
Council of Churches co-president Dr. Cyn-
thia Wedel, WCC general secretary Philip
Potter, National Council of Churches pres-
ident James Armstrong, and representa-
tives from Anglican, Jewish, Orthodox,
Protestant, and Roman’ Catholic groups.
(See page 17 for other ecumenical actions.)

BUDGET PASSES
WITHOUT AMENDMENT

When Lueta Bailey, chairman of the
Joint Standing Committee on Program,
Budget, and Finance, presented the 1983
budget to deputies and bishops on Con-
vention’s seventh day, they liked what
they saw.

The $20,883,000 Program Develop-
ment Budget included $250,000 for Ju-
bilee Ministry and $150,000 for peace
making, both important Convention pro-
grams. Enough money could be found
from the 1981 surplus to include these
items without disturbing the apportion-
ment formulas which set the percentages’
at 3.97 percent of a diocese’s net dispos-
able budget income in 1983 and at only
3.84 percent in 1984.

Even though the budget did snip
$5,000 off the funds for Triennial’s
Planning Committee expenses, both depu-
ties and bishops firmly discouraged ef-
forts at amendment. Most efforts were
directed at -funding Jubilee Ministry in
1984 and 1985.

Both Houses also passed the $3,794,-
541 General Convention Expense Budget
which funds Convention and its commit-
tees, commissions, and agencies as well as
the Office of the Presiding Bishop.

In the hope of setting a frugal example
for other interim bodies, Program, Budg-
et, and Finance asked for, and received,
permission to reduce its membership.
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SOME HELPFUL
ANSWERS FOR A
TIME of SORROW

When death comes to a loved one or a dear
friend, necessary decisions are difficult for
those in mourning. With some forethought,
plans can be made which prevent needless
worry about necessary formalities, funeral
arrangements and financial affairs. The
manufacturers of Doric burial vaults offer
you a free, 24-page booklet with important
information on matters pertaining to the
death of a close relative or friend. This
‘‘Decisions’’ booklet deals sensitively and
sensibly with decisions you may have to
make.

£ ,,\‘? 4l
Send Coupon Today For ¢ "ﬁ;
Your FREE Copy Of The gu +
“Decisions” Booklet .
\There will not be a followup call of any kind. If your church
would like a quantity of these booklets, have your pastor
write the Doric Vault M ers Assn. indicating quan-

tity desired.)
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MASSILLON, OHIO 44646

Please send free copy of your
*‘Decisions’ " booklet.
(PRINT ALL INFORMATION BELOW)
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EPISCOPAL
CHURCH TIES

Superbly woven in England. Ties with
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of ANDREW, CHRIST, GRACE, or
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ideal gift. $15.00 plus $1.50 for shipping.
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A child’s Christian book library.

A set of seven Christian books that will
tell the child in your life about the love
of the Lord. Each book is chosen for
the Biblical truth it contains. The seven
large, beautifully bound books with
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Including the original Mary Alice Jones books.
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SUMMARY OF
GENERAL
CONVENTION
ACTIONS 1982

The 67th General Convention meeting in New Orleans, La., September 5-15, approved
texts for a new Hymnal; agreed to strenthen ties with three U.S. Lutheran Churches;
moved to increase cooperative work for world peace and urban renewal; asked for
congregational help in funding theological education; and took first steps for the
selection of a new Presiding Bishop for the Episcopal Church in 1985.

The Pastoral Letter to the Church is printed on page 6. Pursuant to Title I11, Canon
20, Sec. 2(f), “Whenever the House of Bishops shall put forth a Pastoral Letter, it
shall be the duty of every Minister having a pastoral charge to read it to his Congre-
gation on some occasion of public worship on a Lord’s Day, or to cause copies of the
same to be distributed to the members of his Parish or Congregation, not later than
one month after the receipt of the same.” :

THE HYMNAL 1982

Authorized and approved texts for the Hymnal 71982 and directed the Standing
Commission on Church Music to “perfect the details of its work and complete the
pew and accompaniment editions” which will be published by the Trustees of the
Church Pension Fund for the benefit of the Fund.

Directed the Standing Commission on Church Music to complete a collection of
hymn tunes and service music for the Hymnal 1982.

Urged the Commission on Church Music to test pyoposed musical settings in small
parishes to ensure their usability in small congregations.

Directed the Standing Commisssion on Church Music to circulate suggestions for the
selection and use of supplemental hymns to all parishes—to include theological and
practical considerations and a discussion of the duplication of copyrighted materials—
to diocesan Commissions on Church Music for dissemination among parishes and
missions.

TITHING

Affirmed the tithe as the minimum standard of giving for Episcopalians and person-
ally pledged as deputies and bishops to tithe or to work toward tithing and to call
all of the Church to join in ““accepting the biblical tithe as the minimum standard of
Christian giving.”

THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION

Established a policy that each parish and mission in the domestic dioceses and the
Convocation of American Churches in Europe give annually one percent (1%) of its
net disposabie budgeted income (ltem E less line 1754 of the Annual Parochial Re-
port) to one or more of the accredited seminaries; that each diocese adopt its own
procedure for doing this no later than January 1, 1984, and report to the Board for
Theological Education for its report to the next General Convention. Each semi-
nary shall report annually on the funds it receives from the parishes and missions:
shall report its progress on stated mission goals prior to each General Convention:
and shall take the initiative to strengthen the partnership between the Church and
its seminaries by providing information and by carefully listening to the Church re-
garding the quality of theological education. Parishes and missions are encouraged
to support other programs and institutions of theological education. The Presiding
Bishop was asked to continue to designate one Sunday each year as Theological Ed-
ucation Sunday. :

Amended the reporting requirements of the seminaries to specify statistical reports
of “educational and financial data and a statement of mission goals and progress in
fulfilling them,”” and asked that other institutions for training persons for Holy Or-
ders fulfill these reporting requirements as far as possible.

Directed the Board of Examining Chaplains to report to the House of Bishops the
results of a decade of testing candidates and to prepare guidelines for theological
education to supplement the canonical list of seven fields.

Endorsed the establishment of an Hispanic-American Theological Scholarship fund
and directed Executive Council to administer such a fund from contributions from
individual donors, and, in the coming triennium, to determine the need for scholar-
ship funds for other minority postulants and report to the next Convention.

GENERAL CONVENTION

Changed the method of site selection for future General Conventions as follows: pos-
sible sites shall be submitted to General Convention which shall pick not less than
three as possible sites for the second succeeding meeting. From the sites approved
the Joint Standing Committee on Planning and Arrangements, with the advice and
consent of the majority of the presidents and vice-presidents of both Houses, the
presidents of the provinces, and the Executive Council, shall recommend a site and
make necessary arrangements and commitments for final approval at the General
Convention next preceding that Convention. The dioceses in which Convention
sites are being considered will certify willingness to have Convention held within
their jurisdictions. )

Expressed support for a General Convention lasting seven nights and eight days and
asked the Standing Committee on Planning and Arrangements to use this model in
planning the next and subsequent Conventions.

Expresséd support for a Convention held between June 15 and October 15 and asked
the Standing Committee on Planning and Arrangements so to plan the 1988 and subse-
quent Conventions.

Referred the matter of establishing a Shared Travel Expense Fund for General Con-
vention to the Joint Standing Committee on Planning and Arrangements for study
and report at next Convention.

The House of Bishops defeated a resolution calling for simplification of housing
and feeding at General Conventions and all conferences and meetings.

Established a rule whereby in a vote by orders (except in the case of elections) where
the prevailing vote is less than a two-thirds majority of either order, the Secretary
shall audibly announce the nay and divided votes in each order before announcing
the results so corrections may be made before the final vote is announced.

Added Treasurer of General Convention, Presiding Officer of Triennial, and Chair-
man of Triennial Committee, and one clerical and one lay person to Joint Committee
on Planning and Arrangements, and when the Convention site has been chosen, Bish-
op and General Chairman of Arrangementsiof local diocese will be added, too.

The House of Deputies rejected a proposal for proportionate representation that
would have reduced the 908-member House to 500 members.

The House of Deputies defeated resolutions and amendments that would have re-
duced diocesan deputations to two or three deputies in each order.

Deleted requirements to notify a Convention host diocese of deputies’ elections and
credentials.

Defeated a move to give Executive Council members automatic deputy status in
their home dioceses.

BUDGETS
Adopted a Program Development Budget of $20,833,000 for 1983 and set the appor-
tionment percentage at 3.97 percent for 1983, and 3.84 for 1984. Also adopted a

General Convention Expense Budget of $3,794,541 which is funded by annual
assessments.
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Reduced the size of the Joint Standing Committee on Program, Budget, and Finance
from 35 members to 27 members (one bishop and two deputies, either lay or clerical
from each province) for reasons of economy.

The House of Bishops defeated a resolution that would have replaced the apportion-
ment system of funding the national Church budget by ““a comprehensive plan’’ of
giving ““more consistent with the principles of Christian stewardship.’’

THE NEXT STEP

Called upon all congregations to evaluate their mission and ministry to increase
effectiveness through Service, Worship, Evangelism, Education, and Pastoral Care.
Convention-goers personally pledged to work for extension of mission and ministry.
Each diocesan bishop is to share annually with the Church, through the Presiding
Bishop and the interim House of Bishops meetings, the progress in each diocese.

Challenged each congregational grouping in the Church to increase its ministry to
the poor in its own neighborhood; and to share a portion of its financial resources
with the larger Church.

JUBILEE MINISTRY :

Accepted the Jubilee Ministry program of joint discipleship in Christ with poor and
oppressed people to meet basic human needs and to build a just society; asked Ex-
ecutive Council to give it high priority in the 1984 budget.

PEACE
Received and accepted the report of the Joint Committee on Peace and commend-
ed it to the Church for study.

Established a Joint Commission on Peace consisting of three. bishops, three presby-
ters or deacons, and six lay persons to work with General Convention and Execu-
tive Council committees and commissions as well as dioceses and seminaries to de-
velop greater awareness of the centrality of peacemaking to their mission, and to re-
port on progress to the next Convention.

Extended the capacity of the Office of Public Issues to include a Coordinator for
Peace Issues to implement “the new resolve of leadership in peacemaking” called
for in the 1981 Bishops’ Pastoral Letter by 1) nurturing the Church’s peace net-
work; 2) participating in ecumenical peacemaking efforts with secular and pr_ofes-
sional organizations; 3) linking with international peace and justice organizations;
and 4) providing theological, pastoral, and practical resources.

Re-referred to the Commission on Peace the following resolution: ““In the event of
widespread nuclear war in which the continental United States is a battleground,
the surviving faithful are encouraged to continue in the apostles’ teaching and fel-
lowship, in the breaking of bread and in prayers; to hold fast the eternal hope of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ; and to develop, in concert with other Christians, struc-
tures appropriate to their new circumstances.”

Authorized the Presiding Bishop to call a Joint Action Conference on the arms race
to include leaders of all faiths as well as other profegsu_onal disciplines to effect co-
operative action to change nuclear and other arms policies.

Reaffirmed the 1978 Lambeth statement adopted by the 1979 General Convention
that Christians should engage in non-violent action for justice and peace and sup-
port others so engaged, by prayer and other means,. with particular attention to
those who suffer for conscience’s sake; and called upon all Episcopalians to consid-
er the implications in their own lives of the call to resist war and work for peace.

Declared the belief that non-violent refusal to participate in or prepare for war can
be a faithful response and that those who make conscientious decisions to either
participate or not participate should have the respect and ministry of the Church.

Encouraged young persons who are conscientious objectors to register that belief in
the Register maintained by the Church since 1940 for that purpose; acknowledged
its ministry to provide counseling for those facing this choice; and called on Execu-
tive Council to provide adequate resources to maintain an on-going program of draft
counseling and to reach poor and minority urban youth.

Called for a reordering of federal budget priorities from increased military spending
to the maintenance, restoration, and expansion of human services, and directed the
Secretary of Convention to notify the President and members of Congress ot this
decision.

Endorsed a bi-lateral nuclear freeze and asked the President to propose a U.S./Soviet
verifiable agreement to halt immediately the testing, production, and further devel-
opment of all nuclear weapons, missiles, and delivery systems; urged continuing
communications in support of these objectives; and directed the Secretary of Con-
vention to so notify the President and Vice-President of the United States, members
of Congress, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, and the Soviet Presidium.

Urged the governments of both the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. to adopt a policy of no
first use of nuclear weapons, and directed the Secretary of Convention to notify the
President of the United States, members of Congress, and the President of the
U.S.S.R. of its action.

Called on the President of the United States to propose to the Soviet Union “‘an im-
mediate, mutual, and verifiable reduction” in the number of each nation’s nuclear
weapons to one half as a first step leading to further reductions and ending the arms
race; and to propose similar proportional reductions to other nuclear-armed nations.

ECUMENICAL RELATIONS ki)

Amended the canons to ensure that the history and the present activities of the ecu-
menical movement are included in instruction required as preparation for Holy
Orders.

Established a relationship of Interim Sharing of the Eucharist with the Lutheran
Church in America, the Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches, and the
American Lutheran Church. ;

Received the Final Report of the Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commis-
sion with appreciation, commended it to the Church for study with, where possible,
Roman Catholic groups, and directed the Standing Commission on Ecumenical Re-
lations to conduct the study and report to the next General Convention.

Agreed to establish a joint commission of Episcopalians and Roman Cgtholics to de-
velop a standard pattern for pastoral ministry to ecumenical marriages between
Episcopalians and Roman Catholics.

Recognized the Consultation on Church Union (COCU) as a principal place of dia-
logue with many, including the black, Churches, and directed the Episcopal delega-

.

Pursuant to a Joint Rule of the two Houses of the General Convention, the Secretar-
ies hereby issue ‘“a summary of the actions of the General Convention of particular inter-
est to the Congregations of the Church.” Some Resolutions have been quoted in full;
others are summarized. The full proceedings will appear in the Journal of the Sixty-sev-
enth General Convention, which will be published early in 1983.

The Journal will be sent automatically to all Bishops and Deputies. Others may order
copies from the Secretarv of the General Convention. 815 Second Avenue, New York,
New York 10017. The revised canons must be ordered seperately for $9 a copy.

Additional copies of this Summary, so long as the supply lasts, may be ordered from
the same source, at one dollar a copy.

James R. Gundrum,
Secretary of the House of Deputies
Scott Field Baiiey,
Secretary of the House of Bishops
September, 1982

tion to press for r_eexar_nination of portions of the document, /n Quest of a Church
of Christ Uniting, identified as matters of concern to Episcopalians.

Authoriz_ed for trial use in special circumstances, subject to the approval of the di-
ocesan bishop, the COCU document, Word, Bread, Cup, under certain guidelines.

Commended the work of the World Council of Churches: expressed gratitude to
Episcopalian Cynthia Wedel, a World Council president since 1975; encouraged par-
ticipation in preparatory work of the 1983 World Council Assembly in Vancouver,
Canada; and welcomed the visit to Convention of Dr. Philip Potter, World Council
General Secretary.

Received the agreed statement on Baptism, Eucharist, and Ministry from the Faith
and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches and commended it to the
Church for study, if possible, in conjunction with the Final Report of the Anglican-
Roman Catholic International Commission and the documents from COCU, and di-
rected the Standing Commission on Ecumenical Relations to organize the study and
report to the next Convention. z

A;]dopted guidelines for Episcopal clerical participation in shared ecumenical Eu-
charists.

Asked Executive Council to arrange a study of the filiogue clause involving dio-
ceses, seminary faculties and students, and, if possible, Orthodox dioceses and semi- _
naries, and report to the next Convention.

Encouraged continued Episcopal participation in Christian-Muslim conversations
under the auspices of the National Council of Churches.

Reaffirmed the Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral (Book of Common Prayer, pp. 876-
878) as a statement of basic principles and affirmed a further explication of the
principles without denying any of the statement; and commended the commentary
to the Anglican Consultative Council as a guide in ecumenical discussions.

ELECTION OF PRESIDING BISHOP

Amended Title |, Canon 2 to provide for the election of a Jeint Nominating Com-
mittee for the Election of the Presiding Bishop at the General Convention next
before the Convention at which a Presiding Bishop is to be elected. The House of
Deputies will elect one clerical and one lay deputy from each province and the
House of Bishops will elect one bishop from each province. Deputies and bishops
must be nominated by a deputy or bishop respectively from the same province, but
the entire membership shall vote on the final slate.

Instructed the Joint Nominating Committee for the Election of the Presiding Bish-
op to consider the office in the light of the Constitution and canonical require-
ments defining his responsibility as Chief Pastor of the Episcopal Church, as Pri-
mate in relation to other Anglican Provinces, and as the primary ecumenical link to
other religious bodies; to develop a profile of the office in light of history and its
present position; and to outline such qualifications, background, experience, educa-
tion, and unique gifts as may be required for filling this office. The Standing Com-
mission on Structure will monitor and evaluate the process.

Amended Title |, Canon 2 to clarify the filling of vacancies on the Joint Nominat-
ing Committee for the Election of the Presiding Bishop by specifying that vacancies
occurring within the year before the committee reports will not be filled; those oc-
curring earlier will be filled by appointment of the President of the House of Depu-
ties to a deputy vacancy or the House of Bishops to a bishop’s vacancy.

CHURCH STRUCTURE e :
Agreed that assistant bishops could have seat and vote in provincial Houses of Bishops.

Amended the canons to allow deputies living outside a diocesan boundary but in
good standing in the diocese to represent it at provincial synods as well as General
Convention.

Ratified the division of the Diocese of Dallas to create a new diocese known as the
Western Diocese until a name is chosen.

Reduced the number of diocesan journals mailed to the Secretary of General Con-
vention from five to two and directed that one copy be sent directly to the Church
Archives.

Allowed the Secretary of General Convention to use certified mail when notifying
dioceses of proposed alterations to the Book of Common Prayer or the Constitution.

Approved the transfer of the Diocese of Venezuela from the Church of the Province
of the West Indies to the metropolitical authority of Province IX and confirmed ac-
ceptance of Venezuela as an extra-provincial diocese by Province 1X.

Approved the transfer of metropolitical authority for the extra-provincial Diocese
of Costa Rica from the House of Bishops to the President and Synod of Province 1X.

Approved the division of the Diocese of Tennessee into the Diocese of West Tenne-
see, the Diocese of East Tennessee, and the continuing Diocese of Tennessee.

Established policies and procedures for dioceses transferring their provincial authority
from the Episcopal Church to insure planning and implementation of sound organi-
zations in structure and financial management.

Revised Title 111, Canon 21 and Title 1V, Canon 5, to delete the words “Protestant’’
and “in the United States” in references to the Church by its short title.

Recommended that the Standing Committee on Structure study the relationship of
the House of Deputies to other components of the structure between meetings of
General Convention and report to the next Convention.

The House of Deputies defeated a request for the formation of a Joint Commission
on the Creation of a Convocation/Province for the West to study the feasibility of
creating an entity west of the Mississippi River with western-based administration
and leadership. Continued on next page
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Amended canons to transfer Western Louisiana from Province IV to VII.

Established a covenant relationship between the Episcopal Church and the Philip-
pine Episcopal Church in view of the ultimate establishment of an autonomous
Church-Province of the Philippine Episcopal Church; and referred matters con-
cerning a pension scheme to the trustees of the Church Pension Fund.

Provided that persons domiciled outside a Province may represent the diocese in
which they are a member at Provincial Synod.

Received announcement of Province I1X’s intention to become an autonomous An-
glican Province in 1985 and encouraged its member dioceses to proceed.

Requested negotiation for a more comprehensive Concordat with the Philippine In-
dependent Church and, pending that action, that Episcopal and Philippine Inde-
pﬁnde;:t Church bishops not be authorized to consecrate or ordain in each other’s
churches. .

Made canonical provision for Navajoland Area Mission to be included in Province
VIl and entitled to representation in the Provincial House of Deputies and Bishops.

Provided for Provincial Synods to set the time of election of the judges of a Court
of Review which shall occur once during each triennium.

Adopted a policy offered by Executive Council for long-range planning at all levels
of Church life. E ¢

CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES

Adopted on second reading a new article to the Constitution which states that
when the word diocese is used without qualification it shall include missionary dio-
ceses and all other jurisdictions entitled to representation in the House of Deputies;
all canonical references to missionary dioceses and the Convocation of American
Churches in Europe were then eliminated.

Amended on second reading the Constitution to allow Assistant Bishops to vote in
‘the House of Bishops.

Amended on second reading the Constitution to permit deacons to represent their
dioceses as members of clerical deputations.

Changed on second reading the procedure for the admission of a new diocese by
giving Executive Council power to approve the constitution of a new diocese.

Approved on second réading clarifying language eliminating the procedure for elec-
tion of missionary bishops by the House of Bishops.

Amended on second reading the Constitution regarding the translation of a Bishop
which makes his resignation from his present diocese effective only when the prop-
er consents to his election are received from bishops and standing committees.

Clarified on second reading provisions for votes by order in the House of Deputies
by amending Section 2, ‘Articles VI, X, and X| without making any substantive
changes in the procedure. 3

Defeated a proposal to call the Presiding Bishop Archbishop but approved change in
the national canons (Canon 2, Sec. 4(a)) adding the words ““and primate’’ to “chief
pastor.”

WORLD MISSION

Endorsed. companion diocese relationships, calling them a major mission priority,
and requested Executive Council to establish more effective ways of supporting
present relationships and initiating new ones.

Reaffirmed the Church’s commitment to World Mission and asked every diocese
and congregation to personalize its involvement. "

Reaffirmed the principles of Partners in Mission and asked domestic provinces to re-
view them and work with Executive Council to implement a plan for use in the
Episcopal Church.

Encouraged the Standing Commission on World Mission to support and cosponsor a
Pan-Anglican Symposium with the Dioceses of Connecticut, Massachusetts, and
Rhode Island and the Church of Scotland as a focus of the 1984 celebration of the
bicentenni f the consecration of Bishop Samuel Seabury and as a way to search
for a shared theology of the Church as mission and all Christians as Christ-commis-
sioned missionaries.

Received the document, “Mission in a Global Perspective,” commended it to the
Church in the Seabury Press publication and study guide, The Work You Give Us to
Do, in preparation for a revised statement in- 1985, and calted upon Executive Coun-
cil to facilitate study of the document.

Called upon Episcopalians “to be alert to what God may be trying to teach us
through the experience of Chinese Christians’’; sent greetings through the Chinese

-Christian Council assuring them of prayers and willingness to assist “in any way

they deem appropriate and within our power”; and asked Church Center staff to
explore cooperative ways with Chinese Christians in coordination with other Angli-
can and ecumenical bodies. ;

SMALL CHURCHES
Urged each diocese_to assign specific responsibilities for small congregations to a de-
partment or committee and appoint a person as liaison with regional and national

activitie.s,‘and asked that an Episcopal Church Center staff member be assigned the
responsibility for contacting this network.

Urged each semin_ary to identify an interested faculty member as a resource person
for small church life and ministry, with funding provided through Executive Council.

Urged each diocese to adopt a strategy for work in small communities.

Urged the use of seminaries for training for all orders of ministry insmall congregations.

Instructed the Council for the Deployment of Ministry to study ways to encourage
deployment of clergy to small churches especially in isolated areas and propose a
plan to the next Convention. J

STEWARDSHIP
Requested all dioceses to establish stewardship committees.

Declared that the spirit of mission gained from Venture in Mission should be nur-
tpred and that Executive C_ouncil should maintain and update the Venture in Mis-
sion Case Book as an “ongoing and necessary tool for the one mission of Christ.”
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Called upon the Church to affirm that faithful stewardship includes the responsible
spending of money entrusted to its care and that every unit should look beyond its
own needs and hold mission as a priority.

MINISTRY

- Approved a new sub-section to Title 11, Canon 21, covering the appointment, du-

ties, and length of service of assistant ministers not heretofore stated in-the canons.

Amended the canons to permit an alternate to deposition for clergy who “for_ rea-
sons of conscience have come to exercise their ministry in another Communion”’
where only abandonment is involved without any irregularity or misconduct.

Clarified the definition of pastoral direction requiring that any presentment for vio-
lation of an ordination vow must have been preceded by a solemn warning in writ-
ing to the priest or deacon over whom the bishop has authority.

Provided a procedure for election of a bishop coadjutor in a case where the bishop
coadjutor is unable to fully discharge the duties of his office; of particular impor-
tance if both the diocesan and bishop coadjutor are unable to function.

Restored the word postulant to the canons, reflecting the restoration of postulancy
as a requisite for ordination.

The House -of Bishops re-referred a proposed canon on licensed lay ministries back
to the Standing Liturgical Commission.

Amended Title |1, Canon 11, to cover non-stipendiary deacons and priests.

Amended Title |11, Canon 21, to cover non-stipendiary deacons and priests; added
the new concept of renunciation and a new reference to release; and required an an-
nual report.

Amended Title |, Canon 5, concerning the reports of nonparochial clergy.

Amended Title |1, Canon 21, requiring clergy to report when moving to a new dio-
cese, requiring license application and continuation of the exercise of the ministry,
and setting procedures for release.

Amended Title IV, Canons 12 and 13, adding release as a ground for removal under
Title 111, Canon 21, and removing an erroneous reference to deposition.

Continued the Council for Development of Ministry but decreased its size by elimi-
nating at-large members when the terms of the present at-large members expire.

Could not reach concurrence on permitting licensed lay readers to administer the
wine at services where an insufficient number of priests or deacons is present, and
to administer the elements to ill or infirm persons who cannot be present at the Eu-
charist.

Opposed age discrimination practices by parish calling committees which limit their
searches to priests under 45 years of age.

Commended the Church Pension Fund for its pre-retirement conferences for clergy
and urged it to expand such resources through diocesan conferences for seminarians
and younger clergy.

Asked the trustees of the Church Pension Fund to study how clergy serving in au-
tonomous dioceses may be transferred to the pension plans of those dioceses with-
out loss of accumulated service, with particular attention to those serving in the
Church of Liberia now associated with the Province of West Africa.

Gave authority to the diocese, with approval of the Presiding Bishop, to appoint
recognized and licensed professionals to examine a bishop-elect, rather than leaving
the appointments to the Presiding Bishop who may not know suitable examiners in
each diocese.

Extended the allowable licensing period for lay chalice bearers to three years, bring-
ing it into conformity with the licensing period of lay readers.

Amended Title |11, Canon 26, to permit an ordained minister in charge of a congre-
gation to appoint competent lay persons to read portions of the service as permitted
by the Book of Common Prayer and the canons.

Directed a review of the Canons on Ministry (Title I11) with particular attention to
ordination to bring them into conformity with one another and to bring proposed
revisions to the next Convention.

Directed the Council on the Development of Ministry to propose changes to the can-
ons concerning professional church workers that more accurately reflect the emer-
gence of a wide variety of lay ministries.

Directed each diocese to make provision for the development, training, utilization,
and affirmation of lay ministries and assigned responsibility for implementing an
amendment in Title 111, Canon 29, to the Commission on Ministry or some other
appropriate committee or agency.

Affirmed that the primary ministry is in the world and is supported, affirmed, and
grounded in the Church; supported the availability of programs to foster ministry
of the laity.

Directed the Standing Commission on Constitutions and Canons—with input from
the Council for the Development of Ministry and the Total Ministry Task Force—to
study the usage of the words minister and ministry in the canons to clarify whether

they refer to ordained or lay ministries and report recommendations to the next
Convention.

Commended the work of the Council for the Development of Ministry and its pub-
lication concerning persons ordained under Title 111, Canon 8.

BAPTISM

Agreed that baptism is the primary requirement for membership in the Church, al-

though all adult members—those 16 years and over—are “expected” to be con-

firmed or received by a bishop. Those who have received Holy Communion three

times in the preceding year would be considered communicants. Also established a

procedure for the transfer of members between Episcopal congregations or other

Christian Churches, and an appeals procedure for those denied access to Holy Com- -
munion. The amended canon is effective January 1, 1986. A separate amendment

made confirmation a prerequisite for communicant status.

Continued on next page



CANONICAL CHANGES .
Eliminated archaic language in the canon concerning the documentation for the
election of a bishop.

Added to Title |, Canon 2, a provision to permit t?.\e Presi_ding_Bishop a pastoral con-
sultative role with the ecclesiastical authority to insure interim episcopal oversight
in cases of an episcopal vacancy.

Amended Title |, Canon 2, to provi.de a disability allowance to a Presiding Bishop
who retires before his term is up because of disability.

Enacted a new canon that based the Board for Church Deployment in the canons
and directed that its membership be selected as are those of other interim bodies—
by appointment of the Presidents of the two Houses of General Convention.

Amended Title 111, Canon 5, to facilitate preparation of persons “‘who by language,
culture, life experience and/or training are suited for ministries in rural, urban, and
ethnic-cultural situations where there is an urgent need for ministry."’

Directed the Secretary of the House of Bishops to advise all diocesan bishops that
they should inform clergy of the provisions of Title Il, Canon 3.8, and Title 1V,
Canon 1.1(4).

Clarified, in Title 1ll, Canon 27, definitions of Religious Orders and Christian
Communities.

REPRODUCTION

Coridemned abortion when the sole purpose is the selection of the sex of the child,
and, while welcoming advances in pre-natal diagnosis, condemned abortion for non-
serious, trivial, or purely cosmetic abnormalities.

Reaffirmed previous (1976 and 1979) General Convention stances on the Church’s
opposition to legislation that abridges an individual’s right to reach and act on an in-
formed decision in the matter of abortion.

Reaffirmed the right of individuals to use any natural or safe artificial means of
conception control.

Approved the use of in vitro fertilization to provide children in a marriage, but
could not reach agreement on surrogate mothers or artificial insemination.

LITURGY

Authorized for trial use in selected parishes a proposed revision of the three-year
Lectionary being developed by the Standing Liturgical Commission in concert with
other North American members of the Consultation on Common Texts.

Authorize_d for optional use “A Service for the Ending of a Pastoral Relationship and
Leave-taking from a Congregation” created by the Standing Liturgical Commission.

Amended Title I, Canon 3 to publish the Book of Occasional Services and The
Propers for the Lesser Feasts and Fasts with the Book of Common Prayer.

Requested the Standing Liturgical Committee to consider the inclusion of the Rev.
David Pendleton Oakerhater in the Calendar of the Church Year for commemoration
on September 1.

Asked the Standing Liturgical Commission to make available Rite One in Spanish
and to include it and the Lectionary in future printing of Libro de Oracion Comun
so that Spanish congregations may have the same choices of worship available to
English-speaking congregations.

Asked the Standing Liturgical Commission to consider the New International Version
of the Bible as an authorized alternative for use and also asked the New York Inter-
national Bible Society to complete the translation of the Aprocrypha with such
speed as will maintain the high standards of the rest of the translation.

CHURCH PENSION FUND
Asked the trustees of the Church Pension Fund to consider paying full benefits to

both prdained members of a clergy couple including retirement and full survivors’
benefits and pensions.

Thg House of Bishops defeatgd a resolution asking the Church Pension Fund to place
its invested assets in at least five investment management firms instead of its present
two, and to contract for quarterly investment reports.

The Hous:e of Deputies re-referred the matter of permitting nominations from the
floor of either House for Trustees for the Church Pension Fun f

ADOPTEES

Urged state legislatures to establish procedures enabling adoptees to secure informa-
tion regarding their historical heritage, medical history, and genetic derivation with-
out the necessity of court action and with provision for sufficient safeguards for the
protection of all parties—the adoptee, the adoptive, and the biological parents.

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

Adopted Executive Council’s plan to cover employees, interim bodies (committees,
commissions, boards and agencies) and the purchasing of goods and services for
General Convention.

Committed the Church to support through prayer, education, and courageous public
witness the strengthening and advancing of affirmative action programs; commend-
ed Church efforts to make appointments which endeavored to make minorities,
women, and the underprivileged “fairly and affirmatively represented”’ at all Church
levels; and encouraged dioceses and congregations to examine the composition of
their own leadership bodies with an eye to make them truly representative.

AGING

Recognized the need for further development of ministry on aging in congregations
and communities, and for developing programs to compensate for limited or discon-
tinued government programs; reaffirmed the Episcopal Society for Ministry on Aging,
and encouraged participation in the National Conference on Aging.

ALCOHOLISM ;

Recognized the work of the National Episcopal Coalition on Alcoholism and com-
mended it to dioceses and congregations as a resource in alcoholism prevention, train-
ing, intervention, and recovery.

Directed the Standing Commission on Human Affairs and Health to develop a church-
wide policy of education and response to alcoholism and report its findings to the

‘port such efforts.

next General Convention.

Mandated a required course on alcoholism in the accredited seminaries and asked
the Board of Examining Chaplains to include a block of questions on alcoholism in
the pre-ordination examination.

AMERASIAN CHILDREN

Urged amendment to present immigration laws to allow Amerasian children fathered
by American servicemen to come to the U.S., and asked dioceses, congregations,
and families to make them welcome; and asked the Presiding Bishop to initiate steps
to encourage transport and sponsorship of these children.

AMERICAN INDIANS
Advocated the creation of employment opportunities on Indian reservations and re-

solved to communicate American Indians’ needs to the President, the Departments
of Labor and Igterior and Congress.

Asked Executive Council to review its policies, funding practices, and overall strate-
gies for work with Native Americans.

BLACK COLLEGES i
Endorsed the black colleges and fund-raising for endowment.

CHARITABLE GIVING
Requested the U.S. Congress to give serious consideration to the adverse effect on
charitable giving which might result from a flat rate income tax.

CREATIONISM

Affirmed its belief in the “glorious ability of God to create in any manner”’; rejected
“the rigid dogmatism of the ‘Creationist” movement; and supported scientists, edu-
cators, and theologians in their search for truth.

ECONOMIC CRISIS

Called on dioceses to consider holding diocesan-wide, possibly ecumenical, confer-
ences on the economic crisis in small communities with the objective of supporting
existing efforts and examining the feasibility of initiating further action to alleviate
economic stress.

EL SALVADOR

Called upon the United States and other nations to end military aid to the govern-
ment or any faction in El Salvador and other Central American countries and work
to establish a just and lasting peace. ‘

EPISCOPAL CHURCH CENTER

Asked Executive Council to study the desirability and feasibility of moving the Epis-
copal Church Center from New York City to a more central location and report to
the next Convention.

EVANGELISM

Urged each bishop, priest, deacon, and lay deputy to endeavor to bring at least one
unchurched person under the Lordship of Jesus in the next year.

Called on all church members to deepen their involvement in personal spiritual
growth and evangelism.

EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT

Called upon the U.S. Congress to again enact the Equal Rights Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution and submit it to the states for ratification; called upon church
members to urge their state legislators to ratify the amendment as quickly as possible.

GRIEF

Enco_ura’g’ed dioceses to become aware of “Beginning Experience—Episcopal Ex-
pression’ as a program to help members deal with grief associated with the loss of a
spouse by separation or death.

HEALTH

Recognized the need for education for clergy and laity and the identification of re-
sponsible persons able to counsel in areas such as genetics, biotechnology, commu-
nications, parenting, marriage, and death.

Urged all Christians to be organ, blood, and tissue donors and acknowledged the life-
giving benefits of such donations.

HERALDRY
Authorized the Presiding Bishop to appoint not less than three knowledgeable per-
sons to an Advisory Committee on Heraldry.

HISPANIC MINISTRY

Cor_nmended the report, “The Hispanic Challenge,” and asked that it be used as a
basis for future planning of mission and ministry with Hispanics.

Expressed its appreciation to the Rev. Herbert Arrunategui, Bishop Anselmo Carral,
and all the committee members who made possible the translation of the Book of
Common Prayer in Spanish.

HOMOSEXUALITY
Reaffirmed the 1976 and 1979 General Convention stance that homosexual persons
are children of God and entitled to full civil rights.

HUMAN SEXUALITY .
Reaffirmed the Church’s biblical conviction that human sexuality is God's gift to
ennch_and bless human life and urged priests, educators, and parents to provide an
ethos in which children may mature in a healthy and responsible understanding of
their sexuality to counteract the dehumanizing influence of pornography.

Asked Executive Council to explore moral and spiritual perspectives in connection
with human sexuality and family life.

HUNGER ;

Commended the Report of the Independent Commission on International Develop-
ment Issues, titled The Brandt Report to all individuals, congregations, and dlocgses
as a significant resource for understanding the effects of poverty on global security,
priority need for development aid, the urgency of a just world economic order, and
the effects of military spending on poverty and hunger; charged the National Hunger
Committee with carrying out the resolution.

Reaffirmed the Church’s commitment to the eradication of hunger, malnutrition,

and poverty by working at all levels and asked the National Hunger _C_ommittee and
the Hunger Office to work through their networks to stimulate, facilitate, and sup-
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'ACOMMITMENT
TO OURHERITAGE

Following the Revolutionary War, the leaders of the Church undertook
the enormous task of organizing the separate and scattered parishes of the
former Church of England into churches in each of the new states. One of
the paramount problems faced by the newly independent church was the
withdrawal of clergy educated and sent over from England and the lack of
colleges where a theological education appropriate to the ministry of the
Episcopal Church could be obtained. Without recruitment and training of
a clergy, the Church’s independence and growth was seriously in doubt.
No question appeared more important than how and where clergy was to
be trained on the widest possible scale.

The answer came from the Convention of South Carolina where
the establishment of a national seminary was urged by the Rev. Christopher

~ Edward Gadsden and Theodore Dehon, second Bishop of South Carolina.
In the General Convention of 1817, the Church founded the General
Theological Seminary and chose New York for its location. The appoint-
ment of trustees was to be made by General Convention but, then as now,
the financial support was left to private benevolence.

A square block in Chelsea was given to the Seminary by Dr.
Clement Clarke Moore. The property was part of his summer estate and it
was in the old Chelsea house that Dr. Moore wrote for his children the
poem still loved by all children today, “’Twas the night before Christmas. . .”
Chelsea Square was the name given by Dr. Moore and the seminarians to
his block of land between Ninth and Tenth Avenues and Twentieth and
Twenty-first Streets. “Chelsea Square” was in unofficial use until 1886
when the Aldermen of New York made it a legal designation (although
the Post Office had recognized it all along).

The architecture of Chelsea Square is classic English collegiate
close. The refectory in Hoffman Hall and the Chapel Bell Tower are modeled
from those of Magdalen College, Oxford. Medieval revival style buildings
surround a beautifully landscaped Close. '

Since 1817, the city has spread up Manhattan, engulfing Chelsea.
The rows of Georgian style townhouses surrounding General still stand,
however. The stable presence of the Seminary is in great measure respon-

‘sible for the preservation of these lovely townhouses. Within the last few

years, Chelsea Square has been designated a landmark area by New Y ork
State and is on the National Register. A more intensive surge of restoration
of the buildings immediately surrounding the Seminary has begun. General’s
presence,its beauty, tradition, and stability have acted as a passive catalyst
in the restoration of this area.

Since the erection of the buildings in the 19th century, some
renovations have taken place. But the Seminary is facing a very substantial
cost in upgrading and repairing a majority of these buildings, especially in
terms of carrying out the work within the restrictions placed by landmark
status. In fact, the cost is such that consideration had to be given to sell-
ing the property and relocating to a suburban area. After months of study
of the physical plant and careful deliberation, the Trustees, Administration,
and Faculty committed themselves to remaining in Chelsea.

A COMMITMENT
TO THE FUTURE

G eneral is a uniquely urban seminary. The Dean and the faculty of
General are convinced that the primary responsibility of the seminary is to
take advantage of this intensely urban setting in preparing its students for
ministry. Under a newly designed curriculum, a significantly increased
portion of the student’s time and commitment will be directed toward
service and outreach.

General provides the opportunity for interaction between class-
room and parish or prison, systematic theology and next week’s sermon.
It means seminarians can be there—now, and in the life to which God has
called them.

A s it has done for 165 years, General is committed to serving in the
future the spiritual, philosophical and social needs of this nation and the
Church at large. Increasingly, students from throughout the world come
to study at General and the Seminary responds to their needs. General is
pledged to meeting the challenge of a changing world while keeping its
long and honorable heritage in focus.
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IMMIGRANTS ¢

Honored the work of the late John McDowell Corn, legal advisor for migration affairs
for the Presiding Bishop’s Fund by asking Executive Council to determine the most
appropriate way to establish and administer a memorial fund to honor Corn’s work
of representing thée rights of immigrants, developing a network of pro bono legat
services, and humanitarian treatment of refugees, immigrants, and migrants.

INDUSTRIALIZATION

Adopted a statement of moral criteria for re-industrialization decisions, urging gov-
ernment, private corporations, and unions to take the good of the community into
consideration in decision-making.

Deputies defeated a resolution which encourgaged Episcppalians to work in non-
violent, ecumenical coalitions to effect change in dehumanizing social structures.

LAND USE ; : _
Gave high priority to education on responsible land use and promotion of legisla-
tion on judicious use of land resources.

Urged dioceses to work ecumenically in their states to form land stewardship coun-
cils and report their work through the Standing Commission on the Church in Small
Communities at the next Convention.

LIVING WILL :

Recognized and approved the Living Will as a beneficial document to be used by
Episcopalians to discuss their medical wishes before the time when they cannot
communicate their wishes about the continuation or cessation of life support systems.

MARIJUANA
Urged the adoption of laws to permit the therapeutic use of marijuana when deemed
appropriate by licensed medical practitioners but decried its use for other than
medical reasons.

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE

Encouraged each diocese to establish a commission on marriage to study current di-
ocesan policies and practices as well as the nature of marriage; and to forward find-
ings to the Commission on Human Affairs and Health which will report to the next
Convention.

The House of Bishops declined to extend the period of preparation for marriage
from 30 to 90 days.

Affirmed the family “in its many forms’’ as the basic foundation of society and the
Church; welcomed programs developed by the National Commission on Social and
Specialized Ministries; encouraged dioceses and parishes to address family ministries;
and asked Executive Council to assist and stimulate family ministries as one of its
highest priorities.

MARTIN LUTHER KING OBSERVANCE

Urged Episcopalians to “actively initiate, encourage, and support’’ efforts to estab-
lish the January 15 birthdate of the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., as a national holi-
day. X

PALESTINE
Supported principles of autonomy for the Palestinian people with the proviso that
Palestinians recognize the legitimacy of the State of Israel.

PUBLICATIONS
Authorized the Presiding Bishop to continue the work of Forward Movement Pub-
lications.

Commended churchwide use of The Episcopalian, and confirmed the members and
directors of the Board of The Episcopalian Inc.

RACISM

Requested dioceses and congregations to form committees on racism to study, iden-
tify, and confront the root causes of racism in persons and institutions, and to recruit
and deploy people in all professions, particularly the Church.

Requested the Committee on Social Responsibility in Investments to take further
affirmative action to eliminate racism and asked it to focus particularly attention
on the dehumanizing effect of apartheid in South Africa;asked broader geographic
representation on the committee and expansion of its efforts to disseminate infor-
mation.

REFUGEES

Commended the Presiding Bishop’s Fund for World Relief and Church World Service
for efforts at refugee resettlement; asked Episcopalians to encourage acceptance of
refugees in their communities; urged the Administration to adopt a uniform federal
code to cease inhumane treatment of Salvadoran and Haitian refugees, to enact
refugee legislation after consulting with other nations, to support overseas develop-

GO TS I S R O O RS R ibpvreeerd Ysegsn
ment programs that reduce refugee problems, and to grant permanent status to over- X
stayed/undocumented persons.

The House of Deputies greeted the Rev. Messrs. Leopoldo Frade and Joe Doss and
supported clemency in their convictions for illegally trading with the enemy in
bringing Cuban refugees to the United States. ;

SOVIET CITIZENS
Endorsed the right of Soviet citizens to emigrate.

TAX EXEMPTION

Urged all taxing authorities to continue to exempt from taxation property owned
by churches and other religious entities that are used primarily for religious or
other charitable purposes.

VIETNAM VETERANS

Designated November 14, 1982, as a day of special remembrance for all Americans
who served in Vietnam and asked dioceses and parishes to carry on a ministry of
reconciliation between persons who had different experiences and involvement in
the Vietnamese War.

VOLUNTEERS b 45
Asked each communicant to volunteer at least one hour per week in direct service
to those in need; asked the Church Center to publicize volunteer opportunities.

YQUNG PEOPLE
Encouraged diocesan youth group officers to become more aware of youth programs
throughout the Church.

Directed that a Youth Presence be part of future General Conventions.

Directed Executive Council to support an international youth event at least every
three years; encouraged dioceses to fund their delegates to such an event.

EPISCOPATE
Granted permission to the Diocese of Panama to elect a Bishop Coadjutor.

Consented to the ordination and consecration of the Rev. James Michael Mark Dyer
as Bishop Coadjutor of Bethlehem.

Granted permission to the Diocese of Northern Philippines to elect aSuffragan Bishop.

Clayified the appointment procedure (Title 111, Canon 20) for Assistant Bishops and
their House of Bishops” membership.

The House of Bishops accepted the resignations of Bishops Robert Appleyard of
Pittsburgh, W. Fred Gates of Tennessee, W. Moultrie Moore of Easton, Frederick W.
Putnam of Navajoland, Melchor Saucedo-Mendoza of Western Mexico, and Albert
Van Duzer of New Jersey.

ELECTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS

General Convention

Reelected the Rev. Canon James R. Gundrum as Secretary and Kenneth W. Miller
as Treasurer of General Convention. Reelected Dr. Charles Lawrence as President
and the Very Rev. David Collins as Vice-President of the House of Deputies. Elect-
ed the Rt. Rev. James Montgomery as Vice-President and the Rt. Rev. Scott Field
Bailey as Secretary of the House of Bishops.

Joint Nominating Committee for the Election of the Presiding Bishop

The House of Deputies elected Mary Nash Flagg, Canon W. David Crockett, Robert
C. Royce, the Rev. Robert M. Wainwright, Kenneth W. Whitney, the Rev. Joseph N.
Green, Jr., Charles M. Crump, the Rev. Leopoldo Alard, John K. Cannon, the Rev.
Orris Walker, John L. Carson, the Rev. Lyle Noisey Hawk, K. Wade Bennett, the
Rev. John Worrell, George S. Lockwood, the Ven. George Six, Catherine Saucedo,
and the Rev. Luis Serrano. The House of Bishops elected the Rt. Rev. Messrs. John
B. Coburn, Walter D. Dennis, Robert P. Atkinson, C. Judson Child, Jr., James Mont-
gomery, Jackson Gilliam, Arthur A. Vogel, Matthew P. Bigliardi, and Lemuel Shirley.

Executive Council

Elected to six-year terms: the Rt. Rev. Messrs. Donald Davis and Furman Stough and
the Rev. Messrs Frederick Borsch and Leopoldo Frade, and Paul M. Chalk, Paul A.
Frank, Jr., Thomas Tisdale, Jr., Betty Connelly, Luis Ornelas, and George McGoni-
gle. Elected to three-year terms: the Rev. Messrs. Wallace A. Frey and Alex Dickson.

Elected board members for Church Deployment, Examining Chaplains, and General
Theological Seminary. .

Established that one-half of the Board of Examining Chaplains will be elected each
Convention for a term covering two Convention periods.

Amended Joint Rules of Order to permit Executive Council rather than General Con-
vention to elect Episcopal representatives to Anglican Consultative Council.

Additional election results and courtesy resolutions will be contained in the printed
Summary of Actions booklet.

THE COMMUNITY OF THE SERVANTS
OF JESUS: A traditional monastic com-
munity has recently formed to live a life
centered in prayer, study and service (ser-
vice to the street people and poor). If you
have interest in this kind of vocation,
please write to us. The Servants of Jesus,
166 Market street, Lexington, KY 40507

The

BISHOP WHITE
PARISH LIBRARY ASSOC.
Provides money for book grants to
parish libraries & clergy. For informa-
tion and aﬁpllcation write to Bishop

‘White Parish Library Assoc., c/o Rev.
Bernard Maguire, Suite 2616, 1700
Market St., Philadelphia, PA 19103

T £
:‘/ CIPLTI0d Unique Village [l |

Live independently, inexpensively.
1 floor house—only $115 a month or $9,500

lease, plus impr charg and
hly fees. Apar too.
National Church Resid Waverly, OH 45690

EPISCOPALIAN is
‘“‘a needed link”

“Like every family we share a common life. We
want every member to know and love every other
member. We cannot be strong and informed unless
we take the time to stay in touch.” (The Oklahoma Edition of
THE EPISCOPALIAN) “is a needed link for our corporate life.”

LINK UP TO THE REST OF THE FAMILY WITH YOUR
DIOCESAN EDITION OF THE EPISCOPALIAN
Call Jean Weir (215) 564-2011

(¥ 1 BI Y 99
(3 LiBless You™ {)

. of
episcocats
Send $4.75 each (+75¢ per book for
Canada & overseas)
Payment must accompany order

Send to: Episcocat Books

Box 2122 Middle City Station

Philadelphia. PA 19103

,%&“k —

The Rt. Rev. Gerald McAllister
Bishop of Oklahoma

22 The Episcopalian October, 1982

— 3 (Allow 4 weeks for delivery)

Copyright 2024. Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society. Permission required for reuse and publication.



...hopeinthebyways

by Leonard Freeman

What’s three feet tall, looks like a
squashed frog with charm, has a finger
that “lights up your life,” and has done
wonders for Reese’s Pieces and Ma Bell’s
business? E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial, of
course.

You really must pay your money and
see the movie because it catches the heart.

Innocence is one reason for this. Be-
neath the thin fabric of science-fiction
motifs and suburban snide, the film’s char-
acters are innocent, vulnerable, and gentle.
Two film devices promote this childhood
innocence: a subtle but clear reference to
Peter Pan, the archetypal image of eternal
childhood, and a photographic method
that depicts the action from the viewpoint
of the children and the creature. Grown-
ups are just that—people grown big and of-
ten scary viewed from belt-buckle level.

The film pushes a whole set of “reli-
gious” buttons: the advertising’s direct
steal from Michelangelo’s “Creation” of
two outstretched hands about to touch
index fingers; approximations of resurrec-
tion and ascension; and promises to be
present always (“I’ll be right here”).

Perhaps most important to the film’s
popularity is its focus not on the big plan
or center stage, but on the byroads and
side steps of history, and the periphery of
life. Because E.T., when you come down
to it, is surely a peripheral figure.

He leads no expedtition from outer
space; he comes not from another civili-
zation on a mission to us. He isg passenger
on the back of a boat, a benign soul who
wanders off and is left behind by the main
party—led, one presumes, by someorie
tougher, less innocent, who wants to cut
losses and run.

And who in American society is more
peripheral, less “urgent” than a middle-
class, middle-born, suburbanite child?
Largely ignored or overlooked by siblings,
parents, and social programs alike because
he’s OK, Elliott, too, is on the periphery
of action on the stage of American life.
One suspects this is precisely where vast
numbers of Americans find themselves to-
day—on a peripheral stage as peripheral
people.

The grand arenas of contemporary so-
cial history seem empty or futile. We seem
to blunder about in a mist of uncertain-
ties and doubts. Nobody really knows
whether what he or she is doing matters.
We harbor deep suspicion that, like the
scientific teams and phalanxes of police
who eventually respond to E.T., the cen-
ter-stage institutions succeed only in scar-
ing those whom they mean to assist.

In its own way, the film, E. T, and its
popularity reflect a rediscovery of alesson
spoken in some other little, out-of-the-
mainstream neighborhoods on the periph-
ery of history—Nazareth and Bethlehem.
In that odd way God has of movingthrough
the side roads and backdoors of our lives,
life and history may well be made of such
peripherals.

...ahigh-tech parable

by Albert Wayne Bowers

He came down from heaven. . .

. . .from a planet millions of light years
away. On earth he lived and died; he re-
turned from the dead; he ascended again
to heaven, whence he had come.

In Steven Spielberg’s simple story, E.T.
becomes a “type of Christ,” an unintended
high-tech parable. :

The story is about believing and accept-
ing and love. Ten-year-old Elliott swore

he would believe in E.T. for the rest of his
life. E.T. is no imaginary goblin or fairy.
In one of the film’s best lines, Elliott de-
clares, “This is reality.”

E.T. looks the part of the Messiah. “He
has no form nor comeliness, and when we
shall see him, there is no beauty that we
should desire him. . .His visage was so
marred, more than any man, and his form
more than the sons of men.”” And he comes
first to the children, the same height as El-
liott. Yet his extendable neck adjusts to
each child’s level.

E.T. is child-like and gentle. With Elli-
ott’s help, he “sets the prisoners free,”
saving frogs from dissection. “Friend of
sinners” he may be, and he certainly comes
“eating and drinking.” :

He has a healing touch, and his one ob-
session is a prayer: “E.T., phone home.”
When he spends Halloween night at a clear-
ing in the forest—sending an S.0.S. to his
home planet—Elliott, keeping watch with
him, falls asleep, just like Peter, James,
and John in Gethsemane.

E.T.’s stay on earth tends to follow the
pattern set by Jesus of Nazareth. He enters
human society from a tool shed, makes
his humble home in a toy closet, his only
garment a borrowed shirt. He works sev-
eral small miracles, not the least of which
is restoring health to a wilting chrysanthe-
mum. He hides from the authoritie§ and
dies among the grown-up humans, sepa-
rated from his friend.

Mike and Elliott steal the body, which
secretly has been revived. The risen E.T.
appears to the neighbothood boys in a
shroud of COz2 vapor, a white sheet over
his shoulders, his chest glowing transparent
red like a vision of the Sacred Heart. The
scientists find an empty coffin in the play-
ground. Rescued by his people, E.T. as-
cends magnificently, trailing a rainbow arc
of promise in the night sky.

E.T. and Elliott share an emotional link
that makes them as one person. Elliott be-
gins to speak of E.T. as “we.” His mother
is “Mary.” The dying alien calls her “Mom”
as if in a turn-around of Jesus’ words to
John from the Cross.

People react to E.T. much as they react
to Christ. They deny his reality until they
meet him. Then they are terrified. Soon
they treat him as a kind of pet. When they
finally accept him as he is, he becomes
the Most Special Friend. The authorities
take him by force, but they cannot hold
him.

The teachings of E.T. are simple. He
taught love to the children and to Mary
and the Man with the Keys (played by a
man called “Peter””). He taught Elliott
how to feel.

Best of all, and the most Christ-like, is
the parting scene. E.T. muyst leave now,
and Elliott cannot go. E.T. lifts his glowing
finger to Elliott’s forehead and says, “I’ll
be right here.”

.. .forever and ever. AMEN.

Albert Wayne Bowers is a lay minister in North
Carolina and an aspirant to Holy Orders.

...divine contact

by Michael Chase-Dwinnell

What finally persuaded me to see E.T.
was that for two weeks following its re-
lease it permeated my counseling practice.
Client after client asked, “Have you seen
B T2

E.T. brings all the issues of belonging
suddenly upon us—abandonment, acci-
dental betrayal, estrangement, alienation,
helplessness, impotence. E.T. is alone with
no sate place as refuge. That is, indeed,
our own existential plight if and when we
dare face our aloneness, the jeopardy of the
immediacy of death.

E.T.’s solution is simply to be himself.
He uses his sensational powers only in ex-
treme situations, and though he possesses
superior intelligence, he never adopts a
personna, a mask, a role image. He remains
innocently and vulnerably himself. He
simply wants to go home.

In the end his vulnerability is what pro-

»
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pels him there. The vehicle for finding
home, for belonging, is the relationship
between E.T. and a young male human, a
relationship built with incredible delicacy,
sensitivity, and understatement. It is a
marvelous exposition of trust slowly but
surely overcoming fear.

Culture provides pretend solutions to
the dilemma of death. The more complex
and pervasive these illusions are, the less
a person is able to experience direct con-
tact with the divine. The more efficient
culture is at propagating seductive illu-
sions, the less able we are to experience
the transcendent. .

Our culture is so firmly built on scien-
tism and objectivity and has so reinforced
our own egocentricity that we can talk
about God, we can pray to God, we can
think about God, we can worship God,
we can argue about God, but we are not
able to experience God.

E.T. brings hope. Perhaps other forms
of life with intelligence and benevolence
can save the human race from its incred-
ible abilities for self-destruction. So pro-
found is our starvation that practically ev-
ery one with whom I talked said that if the
space ship landed in his back yard, he
would depart with the extra-terrestrials.

E.T. is a pictorial and metaphorical
marvel which compels us to experience
two of the great realities at the heart of
the mystery of the cosmos: Only by throw-
ing our arms wide open, becoming ulti-
mately vulnerable and risking to embrace
the exile, can we find any measure of safe-
ty. Only by taking unto ourselves the one
(both within and without) who does not
belong can we ever belong. Only by leav-
ing the familiar, with which we buttress
our illusion of safety, voluntarily to climb
aboard a space ship will our hunger and
thirst to know and return home to the
living God be satisfied.

Michael Chase-Dwinell has a counseling practice
in Cape Elizabeth, Me.

If You Cannot

Get to Church...

Subscribe to Selected Sermons. En-
joy the inspiring and instructive
word of God by some of today’s
outstanding preachers and reli-
gious thinkers. A sermon for each
Sunday, tied to the Episcopal lec-
tionary.

Seabury Service Center
Somers, Connecticut 06071

Enclosed is a check or money order
for $17.95. Please send me a one-year
subscription for Selected Sermons
(#71126) from November 29,1982 to
November 27, 1983.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY ! STATE zip

(Make payment to SEABURY BOOK SERVICE.)
(US. currency only please.) o

Abuseh%l children are
Unlesslyou help.

Write: National Committee for
Prevention of Child Abuse,
Box 2866, Chicago, lIl. 60690

A Public Service of This Magazine JAY®
& The Advertising Council Cx-)m(

Executive Director :
Episcopal Church Home for Children
York, S. C. 29745

Telephone: (803) 684-4011

Episcopal
Church Home
for Children

York, South Carolina

‘a residential treatment center for children with

emotional disturbances and leaming disabilities

Contact us only .if your child cannot receive
adequate help on an out-patient basis, while re-
maining at home, and if you are willing to be in-
volved in our residential treatment program. Parents
are expected to be here at least one weekend each
month to participate in the treatment process. (We
are near the Charlotte, N. C. airport.) Small cottage
groups, boys and girls, ages 6 - 12. Each professional
discipline represented, and also a 24-hour day in
which every experience is geared to be therapeutic.
Applications not accepted until child and parents
have seen our program in action.

For further information, please contact:

120 years of service to children and families
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SCHOOLS FOR BOYS
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COLLEGES

You belong at...

West
Virginia
Wesleyan

We offer five academic degrees;

*The Bachelor of Arts in American

{ Studies, Art, Chemistry, Christian

| Education, Dramatic Arts, Economics,
| Education. English, French,

CHURCH FARM SCHOOL

A COLLEGE PREPARATORY
BOARDING SCHOOL FOR
BOYS where the natural mother
and father no longer live together.
Sons of any clergy or active mili-
tary personnel excepted from this
requirement. Grades 7 through 12.
Tuition, ropom and board $1,200.00
per year. Fees $100.00. Because of
fund raising and endowment in-
come, the total cost to parent is
one of the lowest in the country.
90% of graduates go on to college.
Located 25 miles west of Philadel-
phia, Pa. Write, Director of Admis-
sions, Box S, Paoli, Pennsylvania

19301. Telephone 215-363-7500.

Government, History, International
Studies, Music, Philosophy. Physics. COEDUCATIONAL SCHOOLS

Psychology. Rehabilitation, Religion,

Soctal Science, Social Welfare,
Sociology and Anthropology, Speech
Communications, and Youth Services:

{ *The Bachelor of Science in Biology.

i Business, Chemistry. Computer

{ Science, Engineering, Physics, Fashion
Merchandising, Health and Physical
Education, Health Physics Technology.
Home Economics, Library Science,

| Mathematics, Nursing, and Physical
Science:

*The Bachelor of Music Education

*The Associate of Arts in Computer
Science, Mining Supervision, and
Secretarial Science:

*The Master of Arts in Teaching.

Our nursing program is accredited by
the National League for Nurses and can

ST. ANDREW'S-SEWANEE SCHOOL
An Episcopal, coed, boarding and day school with
emphasis on academic excellence within a Christian
community.

10:1 student-teacher ratio; university courses; daily

turtorials; full sports; music, drama, fine arts, clay.

ST. ANDREW'S-SEWANEE SCHOOL S ’%
St. Andrews, TN 37372 %%\ S

(615) 596-5666 "S-

prepare you for immediate entrance in
the profession.

virdinia ‘
Collcte

Jor further information contact
Director of Admissions

7~THE PATTERSON SCHOOL —

Accred. Episcopal Prep.—Boarding
Boys—Boarding Girls. Gr. 7-12

PATTERSON HAS 8:1
student teacher ratio @ Tutor-
ing each afternoon e Super-
vised Study e 1400 acres in
Mountains e All sports. skiing
® New library & student center
Write Box E Lenoir, N.C.
28645, Pnhone 704-758-2374

WEST VIRGINIA WESLEYAN COLLEGE
Buckhannon, West Virginia 26201

Telephone: (304)473-8510

VOORHEES COLLEGE

Denmark, South Carolina 29042
Dr. George B. Thomas, President
A senfor liberal arts college founded in 1897. AmMili-
ated with the Episcopal Church over 50 years.
Loeated on a 350 acre tree-lined campus. An inter-
nationally educated faculty. Write:
Director of Admissions or call: (803) 793-3351

o SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

SAINT AUGUSTINE'S
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

Continuing education for clergymen and lay-
people offered by correspondence. Individ-
ual courses or degree programs (L.Th. and
M.Div.) Rev. Dr. C. T. Ruddick, Jr., Box
5845, Bradenton, FL 33507

TO THE

HELP !l

Postal rates for non-profit
publications have doubled.

All religious publications are
hurt by this sudden blow.

THE EPISCOPALIAN needs to

cover postage already being
spent to get the news to you.

Your tax deductible dollar
sent immediately will help.

Please mail your
postal emergency dollar to:

GIVE Postal Fund—

UNITED NEGRO COLLEGE FUND. THE EPISCOPALIAN
; AMIND IS ATERRIBLE THING P.O. Box 2122
f TO WASTE. hil i
: Philadelphia, PA 19103

_Photographer: Dwight Carter
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©1981 United Negro College Fund, Inq. - o thankvou
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Have
You
Heard

NEED A HUG TODAY?
With vacations over and school begun we
thought perhaps we mught share a coupon
from St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church,
Spring Hill, Fla., which we hope is
redeemable anywhere
THIS COUPON MAY BE RE—
DEEMED FOR ONE WARM
HUG FROM ANY PARTICI-
PATING HUMAN BEING

(Unlimited redemption allowed)

TRANSITIONS: The Rev. Carole A.
Crumley became a full-timemember of the
Washington Cathedral clergy where she has
been working part-time. . . .Dr. Theodore
Baehr resigned amidst disagreement from
the pyesidency of the Episcopal Radio TV
Foundation where Baehr said the board
disapproved of hisevangelical programming
emphasis, but Bishop Harold Robinson,
president, cited Baehr’s refusal to work
with the executive committee. . . .Robert
Escudero is new director of St. Michael’s
Farm for Boys, Picayune, Miss. . . .Pearl

Yaeger was honored by St. John’s Church,

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103

T
Please send

Payment must accompany order

Now there are-

p Episcocat Books “

BOX 2122 MIDDLE CITY STATION

Please send—_“Don’t You Just Adore Gothic?”
Please send—_“Halo Again”

Bless You!”

$4.7 Seach. (includes US postage & handling)
Add 75¢ per book for Canada & overseas postage

Westfield, Pa., and a State Senatorial
Citation to celebrate her 100th birthday.
. . .Mike Maloney will staff a new urban
office of the Appalachian People’s Service
Organization at St. Philip’s Church,
Cincinnati, Ohio. . . .The Rev. Susan Ban
is director of public relations at Colgate
Rochester/Bexley Hall /Crozer Divinity
School, Rochester, N.Y. . . .The Rev.
John L. Peterson, theologian and
administrative assistant for the Diocese of
Western Michigan, is the new dean of St.
George’s College, Jerusalem. . . .Frances
Keller Swinford is the first woman to
receive a Master of Divinity degree from
the Episcopal Theological Seminary in
Kentucky. . ..

* St. Luke’s Memorial Church, Tacoma,

Wash., which survived a 1926 closing and
a stone-by-stone move in 1947, celebrates
its 100th birthday. . . .James F. Edwards,
chairman of the board of Mamaco
Industries, Huntington, W. Va., established
a trust fund of nearly $1 million as a gift
to the Diocese of West Virginia making
possible the construction of a home for
the elderly. . . .Trinity Church, New York
City, has begun a museum program with
both permanent and changing exhibits. . . .
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Elkins Park,
Pa., has been added to the National
Register of Historic Places . . . .The
Diocese of West Missouri’s diocesan center
won a national design award. . . .Bishop
Michael Marshall will keynote the
International Institute for Anglican
Studies, October 7-9, at St. Mark’s Church,
San Antonio, Texas.

THREE!

books
for

giving
and

keeping

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY.

STATE ZIP

(215) 564-2010.
DIR

Book stores—Cathedral gift shops—churches—dioceses wanting
bulk orders of 10 or more for sale at fairs, conventions, or bazaars
should contact EPISCOCATS at the above address or call
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