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L= IN THIS ISSUE =

With this issue The Episcopalian marks
its 26th anniversary with a larger-than-
usual issue that tours the globe and
wings back home to provide food for
Lenten thought and ideas your parish
might emulate.

Globe-Trotting

With American Loren Reid and Eng-
lishman Richard Harries as they view
the vast diversity of the Anglican Com-
munion, page 6, and with the Presiding
Bishop as he visits other Churches,
page 26. To celebrate 100 years of
service in Japan with the Nippon Sei Ko
Kai, page 17. Through Africa through a
book’s pages, page 23, and toan Eng-
lish parish saved by a letter-writing
campaign, page 11.°

Spring Training

Examine the Last Supper with John
Coburn, page 18, as a last-minute Lenten
exercise and explore what parental guid-
ance means with Rebecca Christian,
page 22. Explore spirituality with Jack
Gorsuch, page 21.

Budding ideas

Share in a liturgy Louisiana developed
for disposing of tattered vestments, page
16, and in generous memorial gifts that
allow a Los Angeles parish to sponsor a
forum with John Hines, page 15, and a
Wilmington parish to offer grants, page
19.

Sexual Ethics

The sexual ethics debate continues with
the third articles in the series, page
14 and a three-page sampling of

readers’ comments beginning on page
20.

Making News

Executive Council discusses structure,
page 8; England takes a step toward
women’s ordination, page 12; a bishop
challenges the Urban Caucus, page 19;
and Episcopal seminaries raise ques-
tions about Vatican discipline, page
23.

Sharing thoughts

Edmond Browing, page 3, and Christine
DuBois, page 5, offer thoughts for Eas-
ter; Richard Mansfield, page 4, ques-
tions English policies; Dick Crawford,
page 5, discusses honesty and the lack
thereof; and Have You Heard appears
on page 24.

Homeless men sleep with their heads against the foot of the altar rail at All

Saints’ Church, Indiana

by t

coni:'egations who participate in a shelter and daily feeding program o
e Indianapolis Metropolitan Council. All Saints’, whose rector is the Rev.

lis, Ind. The parish is one of 13 Episcopal

rated

Nan Peete, voted to open its nave to the homeless when the previous shelter
closed. Originally the men (and a few women) were to sleep on the pews, but

some rolled off so the floor was safer.

Indianapolis Star-News photo

see

Representatives of those who op-
pose female bishops met in closed
session with four members of the
Presiding Bishop’s special committee
on female bishops March 9 at
Chicago’s O’Hare Airport.

Bishop William Stevens of Fond du
Lac, who led the group which met
with the special committee, said the

Op£onents of female bishops
way to remain in Church

meeting was conducted in “an open
and frank atmosphere” to seek ways
those who oppose female bishops
could “continue to live together hap-

-pily in the Episcopal Church” should

a woman be consecrated bishop.
Stevens’ delegation included Bish-

ops Victor Rivera of San Joaquin,

Clarence Pope of Fort Worth, and

Stanley Atkins, retired of Eau Claire,
as well as Frances Swinford of
Lexington, Ky., and the Rev. Messrs.
Samuel Edwards of Dallas, Texas, and
Brien Koehler of Burleson, Texas.
They are all members of the Evangel-
ical and Catholic Mission (ECM)
which last May issued a Statement of
Witness containing their convictions

-about female bishops.

Bishop Edward Jones of Indianap-

olis chairs a special committee Pre-
Continued on page 12

Sexual ethics
debate draws
response
—and ire

Debate about sexual morality in
several Episcopal arenas is raising
debate and sometimes hackles.

Churchmembers responded most
vehemently to an action in the Dio-
cese of Newark in January in which
convention delegates agreed to pre-
pare a study of diocesan views about
church recognition for non-marital
sexual relationships. The action in
Newark, which was widely reported
in the secular press, occurred while
the Commission on Human Affairs
and Health is in the midst of a year-
long study of the same subject.

Because Newark’s Bishop John
Spong is not only a Commission mem-
ber, but also author of the introduc-
tory article to the study series which
is appearing in The Episcopalian in
four parts, the two actions have be-
come linked.

Bishop George Hunt of Rhode Is-
land, who chairs the 11-member Com-
mission, says he “regrets the confu-
sion the action in the Diocese of
Newark may have caused in some
people’s minds. The Commission
plans to continue with its study as
originally scheduled and hopes these
issues relating to human sexuality
will have widespread, careful discus-
sion throughout the Church. We look
forward to hearing from parishes and
dioceses which have participated in
such study.”

Hunt says the Commission will
present “an interim report to the
House of Bishops in the fall as well as
a full report to the General Conven-
tion in 1988.”

The Commission’s study grew out
of a task assigned to it by the 1985
General Convention. At the 1986
House of Bishops meeting, 12 bish-
ops circulated a statement on Chris-
tian sexual morality which upheld
chastity as the “time-honored and
biblically-rooted standard. . .for
Christian people,” urged clergy to
provide a “wholesome example for
others,” and asked both clergy and
laity not to “encourage any attempt
tolegitimize any sexual behavior other
than that which is appropriate be-
tween a man and a woman united in
holy matrimony.”

The House of Bishops took no vote
and referred the statement to the
Commission on Human Affairs and
Health. Since Newark’s action, Suf-
fragan Bishop Gordon Charlton of
Texas, a sponsor of that House of
Bishops statement, has circulated a
new statement signed by 13 Province
VII bishops from the states of Kan-
sas, Texas, and Oklahoma. Seven
signers of the current statement were

Continued on page 16

Copyright 2024. Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society. Permission required for reuse and publication.



The EPISCOPALIAN

Continuing Forth
and The Spirit of Missions
in our 152nd year of publishing.
An independently edited, officially sponsored
monthly published by the Episcopalian, Inc.,
upon authority of the General Convention of
the Episcopal Church.

The Episcopalian
April, 1987, Volume 152, No. 4

DIRECTORS
Frederick L. Redpath, President
Gerald N. McAllister, Vice-President
Harry C. Rubicam, Secretary/Treasurer
Richard J. Anderson, Edmond L. Browning,
Anne Campbell, George |. Chassey, Jr.,
Alan Conner, George T. Guernsey, llI,
Robert L. Hartford, Ralph E. Hovencamp,
Inez Kaiser, Robert E. Kenyon, Jr.,
Kermit L. Lloyd, Elizabeth B. Mason,
Henry L. McCorkle, James Milholland, Jr.,
Alfonso A.-Narvaez, Ruth Nicastro,
John W. Reinhardt, Richard H. Schmidt,
Alma Wyden Simmons, Donald R. Woodward

Richard L. Crawford, Publisher
Harriette M. Padgett,
Executive for Administration
Janice Duncan,

Executive for Growth and Development

EDITORIAL STAFF
Judy Mathe Foley, Managing Editor
A. Margaret Landis, Associate Editor
Janette Pierce, News Editor
Joy Schwab, Production Editor

BUSINESS STAFF
Cindy Wheeler, Advertising Manager
William M. Griffiths,
Advertising Sales Manager
Vera Shemiatovets, Business Manager
Anita Spence,
Director of Circulation
Paulette Roberson,
Manager, Data Services

PROFESSIONAL EDITION STAFF
John D. Lane, Richard H. Schmidt,
i Editors

A. Margaret Landis, Managing Editor

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS
Richard J. Anderson, Salome Breck,
Leonard Freeman, Bob Libby,
Martha C. Moscrip, Onell A. Soto

DIOCESAN EDITORS
Central Pennsylvania Churchman
H. Kenneth Quigley, Editor
Delaware Communion
Roberta Huhn, Editor
Eastern Oregon Trail Churchman
Tish Croom, Editor
Easton’s Eastern Shore Churchman
William P. Chilton, Editor
Idaho Messenger

lowa Episcopalian
Kathleen Milligan, Editor
Kentucky Bishop’s Letter
David Reed, Editor-in-Chief
Dena K. Skees, Managing Editor
The Milwaukee Churchman
Robert Hall, Editor
The Nevada Desert Church
Dick Snyder, Editor
New Jersey Via Media
Sarah Motley, Editor
The Episcopal New Yorker
James Elliott Lindsley, Editor
Northwestern Pennsylvania’s Forward
Theodore Trampenau, Editor
Northern Michigan’s
Church in Hiawathaland
Thomas Lippart, Editor
's Mission
Charles Woltz, Editor
Pennsylvania’s Diocesan News
George H. Soule, Communications
South Carolina’s Jubilate Deo
John & Harriet Goodbody, Editors
Southwest Florida’s Southern Cross
Jeanette Crane, Editor
The Springfield Current
Betsy Rogers, Editor
Utah’s Dialogue
Kathleen Miller, Editor
West Virginia’s Mountain Dayspring
Robert A. Goodrich, Jr., Editor
Western North Carolina’s
Highland Churchman
C. A. Zabriskie, Editor

Phone: (215) 564-2010

Subscription Service: Ext. 24
Advertising Sales: Ext. 18

|

Victoria, Canada

In the face of strong protest from native

groups, Anglican Bishop Ronald Shep-
herd canceled plans to sell a 65-piece
collection "of native artifacts, which
dates from 1851, to help finance recon-
struction of Christ Church Cathedral
here. The collection, estimated to be
worth $300,000, is composed of gifts to
early missionaries who in turn gave
them to the Cathedral. The sale was
proposed when the Cathedral’s build-
ing fund fell $| million short of its $3
million goal. In a press conference an-
nouncing termination of the planned
sale, Shepherd apologized for not be-
ing “‘sufficiently sensitive” to the Indian
peoples who hope for the return of
these cultural treasures.

Cleveland, Ohio

Following a mid-winter trip to Nicara-
gua with a group of 13 people, Bishop
James Moodey of Ohio returned here
determined to speak out against U.S.
policy concerning that country. Moodey
said group members spoke with both
supporters and critics of the Sandinista
government. ‘“Not a single person with
whom we spoke thought it was a good
thing that the American government is
giving aid to the Contras’’

Plainfield, Indiana

St. Mark’s Church here will welcome
participants of the Working Class Min-
istry Forum on May 1 and 2. The Forum
will discuss matters raised by the Rev.
Robert W. Carlson in a report of his
visits to 11 working class Episcopal
congregations. All interested persons
are welcome; dioceses are urged to
send teams. A conference on this min-
istry scheduled for April in Wichita,
Kan., has been canceled. Copies of
Carlson’s report and further informa-
tion on the Forum are available from
Sandy Elledge, APSO, Box 1007,
Blacksburg, Va. 24060.

Toronto, Canada

Some Canadian Anglican bishops will
not accept invitations to celebrate the
Eucharist while visiting England. In a
letter to English bishops, Archbishop
Michael Peers apprised them of the
“strength and depth”’ of Canadian re-
action to the Church of England’s re-
fusal to permit women ordained abroad
to function in England. Peers said his
letter is not a challenge to the Church
of England’s autonomy nor an effort to
deprive it of sacramental ministry. “It
represents a voluntary limitation on our-
selves until such time as all Canadian
priests can receive the same invitation

as some of us can now.”
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Correction

In February we incorrectly identified
the Rev. Vienna Anderson as the first
female rector in the Diocese of Wash-
ington, D.C. The Rev. Jane Holmes
Dixon is rector of St. Philip’s, Laurel,
Md., and the Rev. Karen Johnson is
rector of St. Anne’s, Damascus, Md.,
both in the Diocese of Washington.

Caracas, Venezuela—Onell Soto, 54,
mission information and education
officer in the World Mission unit of
the Episcopal Church Center in New
York City, was elected March 7 to be
the third Bishop of Venezuela,
succeeding retired Bishop Haydn
Jones. A tentative date for Soto’s
consecration is July 11.

London, England

The Rev. Samuel Van Culin, secretary
general of the Anglican Consultative
Council, has designated Keystone Travel
Service, Inc., of Miami, Fla., the official
travel agent for the Lambeth Confer-
ence and the Anglican Consultative
Council.

Hartford, Connecticut

The Diocese of Connecticut offers a
Church-wide training opportunity for
adults who work with young people.
The Youth Ministry Leadership
Academy’s first session, May 29-June 6,
will give clergy and lay participants
help in planning, theological reflection,
and resources plus the opportunity to
undertake a year-long project assisted
by a project. guide. Requirements for
enrollment include a minimum of two
years’ experience in youth work, present
involvement, and the bishop’s support.
For further information and registration,
contact the Youth Office, Diocese of
Connecticut, 1335 Asylum Ave., New
Haven, Conn. 06105.

Matanzas, Cuba

Two clergy wives—Martha Lopez and
Nerva Cott—and Griselda Delgado and
her husband Emilio Martin were or-
dained to the diaconate in Fieles a Jesus
Church here by Bishop Emilio
Hernandez. The three women are the
first to be ordained in Cuba, which
approved ordination of women two
years ago.

Del Ray Beach, Florida

The national board of the Episcopal
Church Women met here February 24-
March 4. They chose the theme, “‘Be-
hold! New Life, New Vision,” for the
1988 Triennial Meeting, reviewed a
new skills training program, and en-
dorsed “Women to Women,” a pro-
gram which will provide a communi-
cations link between third-world
women, U.S. companion dioceses, and
Church Women’s groups in the U.S.
Jeanne Self will coordinate the project.
The board welcomed Joyce McConnell,
recently appointed Executive Council
liaison. The board has prepared a
resource booklet which will be ready
for distribution in May.

ORLD NEWS BRIEFS

Tegucigalpa, Honduras

Bishop Leopold Frade of Honduras has
asked that American aid to the Contras
be stopped. Frade, a refugee from
Castro’s Cuba and now a U.S. citizen,
originally supported Contra oppo-
sition to the Sandinista government of
Nicaragua. But he said, /I cannot back
this group any longer. We must stop the
help to the Contra army. If we do not
we will be partly responsible for its
continuous disregard for human rights.”

New York, New York

In mid-February, more than 80 people
attended the National Commission for
the Hispanic Ministries’ annual
Encuentro to examine present realities
of the Hispanic communities in the
U.S., discuss and respond to three pa-
pers presented, and make plans and
recommendations for future ministries.
Among the presenters were Sister Alicia
Cristina, OSH, from New York City; the
Rev. Leopoldo Alard from Province Vil's
Center for Hispanic Ministries; and the
Rev. James B. Hagen from Queens,
N.Y.

Atlanta, Georgia

The Episcopal Radio-TV Foundation has
announced that Shadowlands, the
Emmy-winning television drama on the
life of C. S. Lewis, will be broadcast on
Good Friday on the Arts and Entertain-
ment cable channel. Check local cable
listings for broadcast time.

Monterey, California

The Diocese of El Camino Real’s an-
nual convention passed a resolution
opposing further production of chemi-
cal weapons. Copies of the resolution,
which specifically opposed production
of binary nerve gas, were sent to mem-
bers of Congress representing districts
within the diocese, to the President and
Secretary of Defense, and to the Epis-
copal Church’s Public Policy Network.

London, England

Neither the Church of England nor his
family has had contact with Terry Waite
since his disappearance January 20,
Archbishop of Canterbury Robert
Runcie says. In a statement clearly in-
tended for Waite’s unknown captors,
Runcie said Waite is ‘‘not responsible
to any government agency
whatsoever,” but is a ‘“humanitarian
negotiator whose only bargaining power
is that he represents a religious leader.”

New York, New York

The American Bible Society, whose
founder, Elias Boudinot, was once pres-
ident of the Continental Congress,
printed a pamphlet in observance of
the Bicentennial of the U.S. Constitu-
tion. ““We the People”” which provides
Bible passages reflecting traditional
American values, is free to churches
and other organizations. Contact the
Society at 1865 Broadway, New York,
N.Y. 10023.
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Thanks for your prayers;
I couldn’t continue

without them

On New Year's Day, 1986, Patti
and I attended the Eucharist at St.
Andrew’s Cathedral, Honolulu. It had
been four hectic months since the
election at the General Convention in
Anaheim, Calif. We knew the year
ahead would be a difficult one. In
fact, we were to leave for New York
and the installation service in Wash-
ington, D.C., in just three days.

The months since the General Con-
vention had been busy ones. I had
received and answered over 1,400
letters; we had to make plans to move
to New York; our youngest son John
was finishing high school and look-
ing forward to college; we were deal-
ing with the dynamics of separation
from friends and our children who
were to remain in Hawaii,which had
become their home. As our daughter
Paige said, not every family has
Mother and Dad leave home.

The Eucharist that New Year’s Day
over a year ago had proceeded to the
Prayers of the People. The interces-
sor began the familiar words, and
then came the jolt! “For Edmond, our
Presiding Bishop.” This was the first
time I heard these words. All of a
sudden the impact of the action in
Anaheim and the activity of the past
months rushed in upon me. Both the
enormity of the position and the sense
of inadequacy rained upon me. I
hardly heard the loud response of the
congregation around me.

I have reflected upon this event
many times this past year. The short
prayer of intercession brought me
both a sense of reality and an aware-
ness of my total dependence upon
God'’s grace.

As 1 travel to participate in the
many facets of our Church'’s life, or
as I join with the Church Center staff
in New York in the rounds of meet-
ings, or as I represent the Episcopal
Church at various events, I am sup-
ported by the knowledge that in in-
numerable places I am being prayed
for by name.

This is made evident to me when
individuals come up to me and say,
“Bishop, I want you to know you are
in my prayers.” It is brought home to
me constantly as correspondents con-
clude, “Please know you are in my
prayers.” This past year I have felt
the support of your prayers, and I
have been uplifted by your interces-
sions. I want to thank you for those ™
prayers, and I ask you please to con-
tinue to pray for me and my ministry.
When you pray “For Edmond,” I feel
your prayers. I don’t know how I
could continue without them.

Lent is a special time for prayers.
During this season of preparation the
Christian takes on a special discipline
of prayer. This discipline is added to
study and fasting in preparation for
the glorious festival of Easter. Prayers
are a vital part of Lent because they
help put us in touch with the reality
of our lives, and they put us in touch
with the reality of God’s continual

grace. :
How often do we begin our prayers

with a petition for our needs and
then end by saying, “through Jesus
Christ, our Lord”? What seems like a
formula is actually a potent theologi-
cal statement. We begin with our
need and open ourselves to God’s
action—to paraphrase Reuel Howe.
Intercessory prayers are a paradigm
of Lent. Throughout the 40 days we
plumb the depths of our common
humanity; we survey the horizons of
our world; and then we come face-to-
face with the bare bones of our exist-
ence, even to the place of the skull—
to Golgotha. To some this is the place
of death and the tomb, the place the
prophet called the place of dry bones.
However, in reality this is the place
where we have no option but to put
ourselves and those for whom we
pray into the outstretched hands of

Him who having taken our humanity

overcame death and offers us new
life through His saving action.
“Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.”
Intercessory prayer is the 40 days of
the wilderness, Good Friday and Eas-
ter. When we pray for each other, we
offer the faith and hope of Easter.

When the initial shock wore off
after hearing “For Edmond, our Pre-
siding Bishop” for the first time, I
recall I responded with the other
members of the congregation, “For
all who serve God in His Church.”

May we all offer each other the
faith and hope of Easter—both in our
prayers and the constant conduct of
our lives together.

Faithfully yours,

AU ooy,

Edmond Lee Browning
Presiding Bishop

Anglican youth
event set for 1988

As many as 312 young people from
Anglican Churches around the world
are expected at the first Inter-Anglican
Youth Event at Stranmallis Training
College in Belfast, Northern Ireland,
during Epiphany, 1988.

Planned as a way to carry out the
Anglican Consultative Council’s wish
to form a youth communication net-
work, the event will include young
people from 18 to 28 years old who
will examine the same themes on the
agenda of the 1988 Lambeth Confer-
ence. Their views will be sent to the
bishops prior to Lambeth. Each mem-
ber Church will send a quota of del-
egates similar to the quota for the
Consultative Council.

Canon Michael Jones represents the
Episcopal Church on the planning
group, which hopes to keeps costs
low. The Episcopal Church and the
Church of England will attempt to
raise $35,000 each; the Anglican
Churches of Canada, Ireland, Scot-
land, and Wales will also raise funds
to cover conference expenses.

Spanish Holy Eucharist Rite I
and the Lectionary

This supplement to El Libro de Oracion Comun contains
Spanish translations of the Holy Eucharist Rite I, and
all Lectionary Citations as found in The Book of Common
Prayer 1979. For ease of reference, page numbers are given
for corresponding passages in El Libro de Oracion Comun.
This will be an invaluable resource for worship among

a Santa : : ) : :
L:‘l %rigl’l“l the many Episcopalians whose native language is Spanish.
Fucart 35090 Blue (5 x 71/2) . . . $2.95
Rito Uno

Awvailable through bookstores or

" The Church Hymnal Corporation
800 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10017

An Anglican Devotional Society

BRITISH CATHEDRALS
plus LONDON
15 Day Escorted Tour—Sept. 21 - Oct. 6,
1987

THE SOCIETY OF MARY

For Information Write:
Mr. Wallace H. Spaulding
1206 Buchanan Street
McLean,Virginia 22101

12%38 (914—229 -9181).

For descriptive brochure: Jones Travel
, P.O. Box 83, Hyde Park, N.Y.

HE IS RISEN

2 ...THE LORD
IS RISEN INDEED!

Easter is the triumph of hope over despair.

Through your generous gifts and support of the Presiding
Bishop’s Fund for World Relief, you bring hope to people in the
world for whom everyday existence is an exercise in despair.

At this time when our children have Easter egg hunts, other
children scavenge food from garbage cans in fetid slums.

When women walk in Easter parades, other women walk
ten miles a day to gather firewood or to draw water.

These are people who live in despair. They need our caring
compassion. They can be helped through the ministry of the
Presiding Bishop’s Fund for World Relief.

At this time, when we celebrate the Risen Christ, who brings
hope into our lives, let us be instruments of his compassion and
bring hope into the lives of others.

Please give generously to the Presiding Bishop’s Fund for
World Relief so that this ministry of hope can continue.

- - - - - -

GIVING HOPE AND
THE JOY OF EASTER

Enclosed is my donation for $:
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY

STATE ZIP

Contributions are tax deductible

THE PRESIDING BISHOP’S FUND FOR WORLD RELIEF
815 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10017
The Most Rev. Edmond L. Browning, Presiding Bishop, Chairman
The Rev. Canon Samir J. Habiby, Executive Director

A member of INTERACTION, the American Council for Voluntary International Action,
the Fund qualifies for corporate matching grants. Assistance is provided on a non-sectar-
ian basis, with legitimate need the only criterion.
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So that we may print the largest number possible, all letters

SWITCH BOARD are subject to condensation, but we welcome readers’ comments.

Musical notes
The entertaining article, ‘“Methodists
were right”” (February), really struck a
responsive chord with me. | was raised
in the Methodist Episcopal Church, and
we sang all the wonderful old Gospel
songs. | can’t sing Episcopal hymns,
and | don’t even try except on the rare
occasions when they select ““Lead on,
O King Eternal,” ““Holy, Holy, Holy,”
or ““The Church’s one foundation.” But
I have a Methodist Hymnal at home
and sing to my heart’s content, ‘“Love
Lifted Me,”” ““l am Thine, O Lord,”” and
“’Count Your Blessings.”
Jane Godfrey
Berkeley Springs, W.Va.

Please advise Jeff Rice that ““Battle Hymn
of the Republic”’ is number 434 in the
1916 Hymnal. | suspect the hymn dis-
appeared from the 1940 Hymnal not
through any prophetic wimpery, but
through belated sensitivity to the feel-
ings of the late Confederacy.

Robert Powers

Shreveport, La.

Repudiates headline
I write to repudiate the headline affixed
to my article about cohabitation (March
issue). Not once, but three times the
headline trumpets, “’Living together is
selfish,”” though the word “‘selfish”” does
not occur a single time in the piece. It is
no service to the Church to write head-
lines in National Enquirer style that do
not fairly represent the writer’'s empha-
sis, intention, or meaning.
Fleming Rutledge
New York, N.Y.

Ed. note: We apologize for omitting
credit to Krystyna Baker, who took the
photo of Fleming Rutledge that ap-
peared with that article.

Word power

The Presiding Bishop’s [remarks are an]
attempt to promote his version of
newspeak (February). A substantial dif-

ference [exists] between the substitu-
tion of “black”” for “Negro,” the substi-
tution of “Native American’’ for
“Indian,” and the substitution of “gay”’
for “homosexual.” “Black’” has become
the preferred term replacing ‘“Negro”’
which had in turn replaced “color

All are similar terms in that all refer to
pigmentation. | teach at a predomi-
nantly black Episcopal college,and the
fact that the college receives funds from
the United Negro College Fund and has
a student chapter of the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored
People causes no concern for racist
language as far as | know. | could make
a similar analysis of “’Native American’’
and “Indian” although one might argue
the former is more precise than the
latter.

The substitution of ‘“‘gay” for
““homosexual” is a different matter. The
latter is preferable precisely because it
is a clinical description and thus leaves
open the question of whether homosex-
ual activities are contrary to natural law
and to God’s law or are simply an
alternate life style and hence accept-
able. The use of ““gay’’ appropriates a
word in a fashion quite at odds with its
customary usage and implies we have
settled the question of the acceptability
of homosexual conduct. The debate
going on in both the United States and
the Episcopal Church over the morality
of homosexuality indicates we have not
settled the question.

Raleigh W. Smith, Jr.
Denmark, S.C.

The more we indulge in what many
moderates and traditionalists consider
offensive forms of Orwellian newspeak,
the more we appear to become the tool
of factions wishing to use us to further
their self-serving causes through a sub-
tle form of brainwashing to control the
terms of political debate. Ideological
censorship appears to be practiced
through enforcement of an approved
trendy vocabulary embracing

13
€
<
=
4
‘s
*
£
-}

Accept my prayer of thanks, O Lord, and teach me your commands.
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—Psalm 119

“inclusive” language which in fact
serves to exclude and alienate so many
people.

-The Church [should] do its best to
avoid the self-consciously revisionist
vocabulary of those who would manip-
ulate and polarize us. We must avoid
the beguiling political traps of newspeak
and libspeak as well as other indignities
to our mother tongue.

David W: Rawson
Berwyn, Pa.

[Browning] is apparently willing to con-

- sider jettisoning hundreds of years of

church tradition and thousands of years
of religious teaching to avoid hurting
the feelings of various individuals and
groups who have chosen to live in
ways inimical to that tradition and to
those teachings. Perhaps in his sincerity
he is confusing tolerance with compas-
sion. This error leads him to make a
rather worldly and secular appraisal of
some of society’s current concerns. Is a
theological approach to these social
sore spots less compassionate because
it is theological? Are we now to aban-
don officially our faith for psychology?

Taylor M. Chambers

Ben Lomond, Calif.

I respectfully take exception to Bishop
Browning’s rationale in his February
message. | fail to see how “official and
accepted dictionary words,” which as
defined therein are not in the least
pejorative nor judgmental, can be con-
sidered offensive as he used them. It
would appear the problem exists with
the person(s) described and not with
the user [of those words].

Samuel W. Smith

Summerville, S.C.

Are there palls out there?
While we were pleased to donate our
surplus funeral pall to the first person
responding to our offer in your Ex-
change column, we soon came to re-
gret having but one pall to offer. We
would like to remind readers of the
many urgent needs for the surplus goods
in their sacristies and storerooms. Me-
morial gifts are given, first and fore-
most, to the glory of God and should
be in regular use and not kept where
“moth or rust doth corrupt.” We will
gladly share with anyone interested our
list of names of those in need of a
funeral pall.
Church of the Epiphany
Wilbraham, Mass.

See page 20 for Sexual Ethics Forum.

Prie-dieus and altar wanted

Home oratory needs one to four prie-
dieus and one small altar (36" - 48"
wide). Will pick up or pay transporta-
tion from reasonable distance. Contact
R. A. Fellers, 3406 Yale Ave., Colum-
bia, S.C. 29205, (803) 254-6805.

Dossals, veil available

One white dossal, one green dossal,
and a white tabernacle veil, all in good
condition, are available to anyone who
will pick them up. Contact the Rev.
Benjamin Axleroad, Church of the Cru-
cifixion, 620 S. 8th St., Philadelphia,
Pa. 19147, (215) 922-1128.

Should
Lambeth
take place?

by Richard Mansfield, Jr.

I'have a three-month refresherleave
from my parish and diocese to do
some writing and wanted to spend
some of that time in Europe. And
when a priest friend wrote from Eng-
land that he would like to arrange a
clergy exchange for a couple of
months, I was interested. An ex-
change would make my leave finan-
cially feasible. But I cannot do it.

I cannot because the Church of
England’s General Synod decided to
bar female priests from celebrating
the sacraments in English churches.
If my sisters cannot avail themselves
of such an exchange, neither can I. To
do so would be like patronizing a
lunch counter that refuses to serve
black people or belonging to a group
or club with membership restrictions.

The General Synod’s decision raises
questions about whether any of us
should promote or invite Church of
England priests to perform their sac-
ramental ministries in any of our
churches. The same applies to the
Lambeth Conference in 1988. Should
our bishops go? If they do go, should
they practice their sacramental min-
istries while they are there? In fact,
should Lambeth take place?

A number of years ago the General
Convention changed its location
when it learned that many hotels at
the scheduled location would not ac-
cept black people. Lambeth is not an
identical analogy, but, in principle, is
the difference so great? No woman
has yet been elected bishop, but a
bishop celebrates. Holy Communion
by the fact he is ordained a presbyter
as well as a bishop. Should our bish-
ops be meeting in a Province of our
Church that refuses to accept some of
our presbyters who are women?

The General Synod’s decision not
to accept the legitimate orders of an-
other Church in our communion
threatens the existence of the Angli-
can Communion. How can we say
we are in communion with each other
if we do net accept each other’s or-
ders?

Some will argue that we broke com-
munion with the Church of England
by breaking tradition and ordaining
women. Or they will argue, probably
wisely, that if female priests from
other Anglican Churches are permit-
ted to practice their sacramental min-
istry, it will be forced to ordain
women. But none of these arguments
changes the fact that the Church of
England voted not to accept some of
the orders of other Anglican Churches
and, by doing this, has disrupted the
ecclesiastical order, communion, and
unity of the Anglican Communion.

I hope the Church of England can
somehow reverse this unfortunate ac-
tion, but until it does, I hope every
member of our Church, especially
male presbyters, no matter how they
may personally feel about the ordina-
tion of women, will stand in solidar-
ity with our ordained sisters to pro-
tect the integrity of our Church’s
orders and its moral conscience.

Richard Mansfield is a canon of Christ
Church Cathedral, Hartford, Conn.



Easter
is full of
surprises

by Christine Dubois

Sometimes I have trouble believing
in Easter—new life, new hope, and
all that. But it finds me anyway.

After a survey of internal commu-
nications, my supervisor Joan and I
redesigned the employee newsletter.
We got the approval of the
vice-president for communication and
of the Top Brass. We even obtained
approval from Finance by promising
to do it within our present budget.

But we still had one problem: Get-
ting the information we wanted to
print. Specifically, getting informa-

tion out of Department X. Depart-
ment X is an influential department
with offices down the hall and a
finger on the pulse of half the
company’s operations. We knew we
couldn’t beef up the newsletter with-
out its cooperation, and we knew it
wouldn’t cooperate.

Department X is headed by the
powerful Mr. Q., a man not known
for his commitment to freedom of
information. He once told us to our
faces that the reason he published his
own newsletter was because he
couldn’t control ours. We weren't
holding a grudge, of course, justlearn-
ing from experience.

We plotted our strategy. Was there
a way to bribe the department? Could
we take Mr. Q.’s secretary to lunch

and get on her good side? Would Ms.
W. be willing to talk to Mr. O. to get
him to lean on Mr. Q.?

In the end, though, we were re-
duced to the direct approach. Joan
set up a meeting with Mr. Q.’s hench-
woman, Ms. E. “Let’s just act as
though we think they’re going to
love the idea,” 1 suggested.

“That’s going to be difficult.”

Ms. E. studied our survey data and
listened to our plans for the newslet-
ter. She smiled, “That sounds like a
great idea!”

“We. . .uh, we need your help in
getting information about your side
of the organization,” I said hesitantly.

“No problem. Just call Ms. B. She’s
got all the managers’ reports. She’ll
give you whatever you want.” She

HALLELUJAH BREAKDOWN

stood up. “Looks good. I'll look for-
ward to seeing the first issues.” And
she breezed out. Fortunately, we were
sitting down.

We stared at each other in amaze-
ment. “What happened?”

They were as good as their word.
Ms. B. not only gave us the official
reports, but also kept us up-to-date
with the latest on the grapevine. What
we had considered our biggest obsta-
cle became a source of friendship and
cooperation.

I wish I could say that my great
faith and positive attitude made the
difference. But I know better. Like
the women who went to the tomb on
Easter morning, I was convinced the
dead would always be dead.

Surprise! Happy Easter.

An expectation
of dishonesty?

by Dick Crawford a

Probably the story of George
Washington’s fessing-up about chop-
ping down the cherry tree or the
story of Pinocchio’s nose has had
more influence on setting a standard
for honesty for American children
than the ninth commandment. Wher-
ever we learned the lesson, we didn’t
learn it well, apparently. Growing
concern, suspicion, and cynicism
about basic honesty abound.

Job hunters falsify career experi-
ence and skills, Wall Street traders
sell inside information for profit, po-
litical campaigns sling mud, advertis-
ing rings false, and government offi-
cials engage in disinformation.

The majority of Americans see
lies infecting our society in epi-
demic proportions.

A chart accompanying a U.S. News
and World Report cover story entitled
“A Nation of Liars?” showed nine
categories of people who are believed
to tell the truth in serious matters less
than 50 percent of the time. Among
them are spouses, the press, the Pres-
ident, members of the Congress, the
clergy, and people’s best friends.

Other polls show that most of us
still value honesty, but we have come
to expect dishonesty and take a lot of
what we hear with a grain of salt. Not
only is dishonesty expected, but it is
dismissed as nothing new, so what?

Our catholic reliance on tradition,
reason, experience, and Scripture
leads us to reexamine and reshape
our values and behavior with the
changing times but with an under-
standing that certain basic values are
the foundation of morality and do
not change.

Since peoples’ noses, unlike
Pinocchio’s, do not grow when they
tell lies, those of us in the real world
must rely on our faith in personal
truthfulness.

I'm reminded of a story of a little
girl torn between her parents’ insis-
tence that she write a thank-you note
to her aunt for a present she really
didn’t like and the requirement that
she also be truthful. She honestly
satisfied her conscience with the note:
“Dear Auntie, Thank you very much
for the potholder you sent me. It's
something I've always wanted, but
not very much.”

of view.

Carefree

Camping

But ask a camp administrator or counselor,
and most will tell you that the emphasis at their
camp is on careful rather than carefree. For
when it comes to accidents, injuries, and their

It Can Be For Administrators, Too

Have you ever swung from a rope over a
mountain lake? Then you can probably
understand how a camp brochure can offer
“carefree days in God’s outdoors,” for that
pretty much covers it from the camper’s point

safety of their campers and guests. So they
take the initiative—identifying risks and ex-
posures before they’re a problem—then reduc-
ing or eliminating them.

Your Church Insurance Company represen-

tative knows the kinds of exposures you can

potential, there isn't a lot that gets by them.

These administrators and counselors know
that they can’t wait for hazards to present
themselves. Not if they’re responsible for the

San FranciscoCA  415-362-7780 Dallas TX
Norcross GA 404-447-5570 Littleton CO
Framingham MA 617-879-1922 Carmel IN

experience in putting together a program of ac-
tivities. Why not contact the one nearest you to
go over your property and liability coverage?
You'll find that he puts as much emphasis on
careful as you do.

CHURCH
rnl;eu?ah::: l(‘:ompany

800 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10017
212-661-6700
800-223-6602

214-827-9908
303-794-0676
317-884-1501

Holbrook NY
Roanoke VA

516-981-8383
703-366-3330

THE EPISCOPALIAN APRIL, 1987 5

Copyright 2024. Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society. Permission required for reuse and publication.




by Loren Rej

Calvary Episcopal Church, Colum-
bia, Mo., is a modest-sized parish of
480 pledging units, as the steward-
ship committee describes us, but it
belongs to that immense group of
millions of Arabs, Jews, and Chris-
tians. who are called “people of the
Book,” the book, of course, being The
Book. Making a finer distinction, it
belongs to the Anglican Commun-
ion, itself a world within a-world.

Years ago Calvary had a sister rela-
tionship with an Episcopal parish in
Kyoto. My wife and I visited, carry-
ing a message and a modest gift. We
were shown the church and met some
of its people; we felt awkward for not
bowing from the hips but saw much
that was familiar. That is the Angli-
can Communion.

Calvary, too, is often a host to
guests. Father Zeb, a Zulu from South
Africa, was an assisting priest when a
graduate student at the University of
Missouri. At times he would bless us
in Zulu. You haven't lived until you
have confessed and been absolved in
Zulu. You feel as if sins you had and
didn’t even know about, as well as
those you did, have been washed

A World

away for good. We still recall Father
Zeb’s messages when we read about
South Africa: the poverty, the hun-
ger, the maltreatment, the unyield-
ing struggle of Archbishop Desmond
Tutu and his flock. That, too, is the
Anglican Communion.

In Singapore we attended a special
weeknight service in a building that
had a roof but no sides; in a land that
elbows the equator a church hardly
needs walls. Two priests conducted
services in four languages—the col-
lects in Tamil, the Gospel in Chinese,
the sermon in English, the creed and
benediction in Malay—a moving com-
posite of the familiar and the unfamil-
iar. Again, the Anglican Commun-
ion.

The desk clerk at our Istanbul hotel
could not tell us offhand whether his
city had an Episcopal church; Sophia
and the Blue Mosque must not face
much Anglican competition. In his
telephone directory, however, he lo-
cated a chapel on the British com-
pound. At its door the rector, an
elderly Englishman, directed us to
seats. When the 15-member congre-
gation assembled, he played the or-
gan and led us in a hymn. We read a
psalm, he read the Gospel appointed

for the day, led us in prayer, and
played another hymn. He then
stepped to the pulpit.and gave the
sermon. After the creed and the an-
nouncements, he collected the offer-
ing. After closing prayers, the bene-
diction, and the recessional, he
greeted us at the door as we left.
That, too, is the Anglican Commun-
ion.

In Paris we revisited the American
Cathedral. At the end of its service
hosts and hostesses welcome visitors
for lunch and talk at the nearby tiny
cafe. We found much to talk about.
Richard Knudsen, once a Calvary cu-
rate, was a member of the Cathedral’s
staff.

Most of all when I reflect upon the
Anglican Communion, I think of the
English, who invented it along with
the postage stamp and Greenwich
Mean Time. I think of it in connection
with famous cathedrals like St. Paul’s,
Canterbury, York, Salisbury, Ely,
King’s Chapel at Cambridge, Wells,
St. David’s in Wales, and others, but
mainly Westminster Abbey where
kings and queens, defenders of the
faith, are crowned and where princes
and princesses are married.

I have spent much of a lifetime

reading about British speakers, and
in Westminster I can look around and
see statues of a dozen Anglicans:
fiery Pitt, America’s friend during the
Revolution; Fox, who began his ca-
reer defending the Colonies and
ended it fighting the slave trade;
Disraeli, born a Jew, converted, and
twice served as Prime Minister. And
Gladstone, called the greatest British
statesman of the century, so devout
an Anglican that he often wrote ser-
mons just to read to his family but
sufficiently tolerant in his thinking
that, in some of his finest speaking,
he defended the right of men who
had no religion at all—who were athe-
ists—to hold a Parliamentary seat.

Along the Thames is Lambeth Pal-
ace, seat of the Archbishop of
Canterbury, custodian of the Glad-

“ stone diary, who made a trip to Rome
to visit the Pope. All of this, too, is
the Anglican Communion.

A world within a world: That’s the
backdrop for the things we do. As-
semble for Sundayandweekday serv-
ices. Fix the roof. Repair the boiler.
Rebuild the organ. Install a lift for the
disabled. Quarter the Council for the
Aging. Contribute to worldwide hun-
ger appeals. Sponsor a cookout, a
carry-in, a float trip, a pancake sup-
per, for assorted groups and causes.

Comfort the afflicted. Work all year
on a bazaar to help a score of com-
munity agencies. Help refugee fami-
lies from the Mekong settle along the
Missouri. Chip in for the diocese’s
regular and special concerns. Recruit
new clergy; help older clergy to de-
velop, sometimes sending them up
to be bishops and stuff. Argue over
what we are doing or should be do-
ing.

All this is the Anglican Commun-
ion, whether in Kyoto, Johannesburg,
Singapore, Istanbul, Paris, London,
or Columbia, Mo. 65201, U.S.A.

Loren Reid is a retired professor and free-
lance writer whose travels are currently
modest ones.

An English churchman
finds wonderful diversity

by Richard Harries

I imagined Anglicanism in South
America to be that terribly dull, low-
church kind: evangelism with the fizz
gone out, as flat as a bottle of soda-
water with the top left off two days,
ministering to genteel expatriate con-
gregations clustered round our em-
bassies. Then I attended a meeting of
the Anglican Peace and Justice Net-
work in Jerusalem, and that stereo-
type was rapidly shown the front
door by Luiz Prado, an Anglican priest
working in the south of Brazil.

Luiz shocked us with his figures.
Brazil is the eighth richest country in
the world in terms of gross national
product yet has no fewer than 35
million destitute and virtually aban-
doned children. Brazil’s economy has
grown 10 times during the last 40
years, but the minimum wage, which
was $85 per month in 1941, has
dropped to $58 today.

Luiz works in a slum parish and is
totally committed to the poor who
swarm there. One remark of his will
always be with me. No intellectual
slouch himself, having done research
in France on Teilhard de Chardin, he
said, “We do not need books. The
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riches and treasure of our theology
are in our people.”

He really believes in the dignity of
the people he is serving, educating
them, helping them help one another
in the local community and claim
their fair share of the earth’s re-
sources. Through his broken English
came a passion and an authenticity
that touched us all.

I did not even know an Anglican
Church existed in the Philippines,
but I met Bob Longid, bishop of its
northern diocese. Ferdinand Marcos
is his godfather and was an official
witness at his wedding; but the bishop
has spent much of his life fighting
Marcos as President. For many years,
deeply suspected by Marcos’ security
forces, Longid took his life in his
hands when he went outside.

At the meeting in Jerusalem the
first healthy shock was that Angli-
cans appear to be as committed to the
struggle for social justice as the Ro-
man Catholics. The second concerned
the respository of wisdom. In the
Church of England we tend to pride
ourselves that, though we may not
be heroic or saintly, we are at least
“sound.” Our judgments are bal-

anced; we are mature.

But in Jerusalem the African bish-
ops seemed to bring the charism of
wisdom to our group: Jonathan
Onyemelukwe of Niger and Peter
Hatendi of Zimbabwe. Their sagac-
ity, balance, and fairness, their ma-
turity and foresightedness were the
model of episcopal guardianship.

The week in Jerusalem made me
realize how many terrible conflicts
exist in the world today but also how
involved Anglicans are in the work of
reconciliation.  Bishop  Andrew
Kumarage explained the background
of the wretched killings in Sri Lanka
between Tamils and Singhalese.
Bishop Charles Albertyn brought us
up-to-date on South Africa, as did
others from Kenya and Tanzania.

Lest those from Britain felt supe-
rior, David Bleakley kept the reality
of Ireland before us. We learned some-
thing of the efforts on behalf of Maoris
in New Zealand, of aborigines in
Australia, and of the struggle to pre-
vent Pacific Island peoples’ suffering
from nuclear testing. We heard from
Wales and Scotland and Canada—all
with problems.

Above all, being in Jerusalem we
could not forget the plight of the
Palestinians who feel let down and
forgotten by their fellow Christians in
other parts of the world. They see a
double wickedness-in a Europe that
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killed Jews and then forced the Pal-
estinians to suffer for our guilt.

The whole world cheers, they say,
when Scharansky leaves his home in
Russia to live in Israel. “But we who
have lived in the city for 1,000 years,
and fly a banner in the Holy Sepul-
chre to prove it, have had difficulty
bringing our son to his home.”

Then the Episcopal Church in the
USA, about which the Church of
England sometimes feels superior. -
“Oh yes, they are generous, but they
are so rich they can afford to be.”

Nothing could be further from the
truth. The Episcopal Church has its
act together in a way that might put
us to shame. Their generosity (and
they are generous) is an expression of
their commitment to the job at hand, "
as are their efficient organization and
business-like way of doing things.

The Anglican Peace and Justice Net-
work exists to keep those who are
working in this field in touch with
what is happening and to help pre-
pare some of the ground for the
Lambeth Conference of 1988. I came
away with an overwhelming sense
that the Anglican Church has some
very good people doing an excellent
job in crucial, sometimes dangerous,
situations. If this is a measure of
Anglicanism today; it is ingood heart.

Richard Harries is dean of Kings College,
London. This piece is adapted from Eng-
land’s The Church Times.



Ecumenism on list
of agenda items

for ACC meeting

A varied agenda ranging from
Christian initiation to peace and jus-
tice, from ecumenism to AIDS, will
greet the 100 participants in the sev-
enth meeting of the Anglican Consul-
tative Council (ACC) April 26 to May
9 at the Regional English Language
Centre in Singapore.

Presiding Bishop Edmond Brown-
ing, Pamela Chinnis of Washington,
D.C., and Dean Frederick Borsch of
Princeton University will be among
the 80 elected representatives from
the member Churches of the Angli-
can Communion as well as from the
Churches of North India, South In-
dia, and Pakistan. Staff and ecumen-
ical participants will be present when
the Archbishop of Canterbury, ACC
president, opens the meeting. The
Ven. Yong Ping Chung of Saba, ACC
chairman, will preside at most of the
plenary sessions.

According to the Rev. Samuel Van
Culin, ACC secretary general,
ecumenism will have a “high profile”
at the meeting. The ACC will give
final review to the Anglican
Communion’s response to the first
statement of the Anglican-Roman
Catholic International Commission
(ARCIC) and to the “Baptism, Eucha-
rist, and Ministry”” document of the
Faith and Order Commission of the
World Council of Churches. Two
speakers, Professor Nicholas Lash of
Cambridge University and Harding
Meyer of Strasbourg Ecumenical In-
stitute, will present a broad ecumen-
ical framework within which the An-
glican responses will be considered.

Also on the agenda will be a formal
discussion of authority in and be-
tween members of the Anglican Com-
munion based on a book on Anglican
authority edited by Professor Stephen
Sykes, also of Cambridge. Other sub-
jects expected to provoke lively dis-
cussion are ordination of women to
the priesthood and episcopate, Chris-
tian initiation, and reception of chil-
dren at Communion.

Three Anglican networks will re-
port on work done over the past
several years. The Peace and Justice
and the Family and Community Net-
works, which will both meet in
Singapore prior to the ACC meeting,
will report as will the Missionary
Agencies of the Anglican Commun-
ion.

The ACC was formed in 1971 after
the Anglican bishops at Lambeth in
1968 decided meeting every decade
was inadequate for the growing An-
glican Communion. The bishops,
priests, and laypersons who consti-
tute the ACC meet every two or three
years. As Van Culin explains, the
agenda arises out of the life of the
various Churches. The frequency of
meetings allows note to be taken of
such matters as the Churches’ re-
sponse to AIDS, a topic unheard of 10
years ago and largely unnoticed as
recently as three years ago.

Many of the documents and discus-
sions that form the agenda for this
meeting will again be presented and
debated when the bishops gather in
England in the summer of 1988 for

- the next Lambeth Conference.

Prepared from material ‘in Anglican Infor-
mation, published by the Anglican Consul-
tative Council’s office in London.

The building’s beauty—though it won
a Texas Forrestry medallion in 1983
for its use of natural materials—is
not what would attract a passerby’s
second glance. The sign which says,
“The House of All Saints’ Episcopal
Church,” gives a clue to the unusual
aspect of this parish in Atlanta, Texas,
to the strength and streadfast faith of
its L)eople who believe “all things
work together for good to them that
love the Lord.” All Saints’ buildings
burned to the ground twice, and,
says vicar Michael Woods, the parish
realized that “although the building
was gone, the Body of Christ
remained very much alive in His
people.” Thus the “House of”
appellation. The only things that
survived both fires were the bell,
chalice, paten, and lavabo.

—Gloria White-Moore

Discover

The Episcopalian Parish
Directory' Service...

Now

pictorial membership directory
produced at NO COST... and still
rest easy.

The Episcopalian Parish Directory Service was
created to serve Episcopalian Parishes, so you can

Call your personal
representative for details.

What The Episcopalian Parish Directory ..
Service can do for you and your '
Parish.

you can have a new, full color You can have the assurance of knowing all
promises will be kept... and that they are backed by
a performance guarantee and a 30-day money back
guarantee. The Episcopalian Parish Directory Service
is provided by The EPISCOPALIAN for the

Episcopal parishes of the United States.

The EPISCOPALIAN

PARISH-"DIRECTORY SERVIGE
1525 Hardeman Lane/Cleveland, TN 37311

have confidence that you will
receive the finest directory
available anywhere...without
the hassles you may
encounter with an
independent organization.

We’re committed to
providing you with quality
directories and portraits of
which you can truly be
proud.

A directory is the perfect tool to help bring
your Parish Family closer together. Many
Rectors find their directory extremely useful
in their day to day ministries. As your
Parish grows an Episcopalian Parish
directory can be one of your greatest
assets.

We have an experienced, professional
staff ready to help with any
questions that may need
immediate attention.

o PAPER

...for a Good Look

We’d like to help
tell your story...

Call now... for more details on your Episcopalian parish directory...

Call toll free 1-800-826-2325
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Hymnbook 1982

This special binding of the hymns section
from The Hymnal 1982 (without service music)
features complete accompaniments, descants,
alternative harmonizations, and supportive
indices and performance notes. Ideal for use
at home, church school and conference center.

45049 Red (6" x 81/2. . .$12.95
The Church Hymnal Corporation

800 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10017

Thet Unmers of e Qbvach
University Chaplain

The University of the South, familiarly known as Sewanee, invites
nominations for the position of University Chaplain, one of the
three senior posts in the administration of the University.

Final nomination will be made to the Board of Trustees by the Vice-
Chancellor/President. The position requires an Episcopal priest.
Letters of application and nomination, along with a resumé and the
names, addresses and telephone numbers of three references, should
be sent to:

Professor Edwin Stirling
Department of English

The University of the South
Sewanee, Tennessee 37375

Credentials will be reviewed by the Advisory Committee to the
Vice-Chancellor/President after 31 March 1987.

The University of the South is an Equal Opportunity, Affirmative
Action Employer.

OUT-OF-PRINT BOOKS
relating to the Anglican/Episcopal
Church bought and sold. Send list of
wants or offerings; or $1 for catalog
il of selections from extensive stock.
' The Anglican Bibliopole
Church St. (RD 3, Box 116-G)
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
(518) 587-7470

BEAUTIFULLY
RESTORED
COLONIAL INN
located on the
easily accessible
Loyalist island of
Green Turtle Cay,
Bahamas. Has attracted celebrity guests
of every description including a former
President of U.S., but mostly caters to
just ordinary, nice folks - 60 percent
repeat clientele, $50/double occupancy
p.p. includes English breakfast,
delightful dinner. 10% Seniors Disc. used by U.S. State Dept. Programmed for easy
WRITE: Sue Davies, 90 Edgewater Drive, learning, 47 languages in all. Comprehensive.

PH24, Coral Gables, FL 33133 Free catalog. Write: i
(305 5655305 \ Ui aRum oo .2z <)

HNew
c{abé@lm

[ ! like a dlplomat'j

Learn on your own with audio-cassette courses

(BishopWhite Lodge

The Skilled Nursing Facility at Cathedral Village

<

Our 148-bed nursing facility serves the needs
of people from neighboring communities, as
well as residents of Cathedral Village, who
are looking for excellence in nursing care at
the Intermediate or Skilled levels, for long or
short term periods.

Cathedral Village Continuing Care Retire-
ment Community is accredited by the
Continuing Care Accreditation Commission
of the American Association of Homes for the
Aging. Bishop White Lodge, where nursing
care is given with our same Commitment
to Excellence, shares in this prestigious
accreditation.

CATHEDRAL VILIAGE To receive more information about the many
600 E. Cathedral Road programs of care that are available, call or

Philadelphia, Pa. 19128 ite the Bishop White Lodge Admissions
(215) 487-1300 Director.

Nonprofit. Nondenominational. Responsible to the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsyluania.
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Council studies ‘signs
of comprehensive mission’

by Janette Pierce

When Executive Council met March
10-13 on the campus of St. Aug-
ustine’s College in Raleigh, N.C.,
members learned what the Presiding
Bishop had heard in his year-long
listening process and what Episcopal
Church Center staff see as mission
imperatives forthe yearsahead. Then
Council members struggled with de-
fining their own mission imperatives,
finally agreeing to a continuing pro-
cess of refinement with the Presiding
Bishop. That completed, the staff will
shape suggested programs and bud-
gets for consideration at Council’s
meeting in June.

The process, dubbed “On to
Detroit,” site of the next General Con-
vention, began with Presiding Bishop
Edmond Browning’s message from
the chair. “The time of transition is
over. The transition has been the first
stage of the journey, and we are
ready to embark on the path of our
choice—on the road to mission,”
Browning said.

Browning said the Church “will
not tolerate a posture of ‘business as
usual.” It will not support a bureau-
cracy of status quo.” Browning said
he did not come with a pre-packaged
plan but “to be without a plan is not
to be without some of the signposts.”
He told Council of five “signs of
comprehensive mission’” he had seen.
He listed and defined the areas of
nurture; renewal, evangelism, and
witness; justice; communication; and
Christian unity and interfaith dia-
logue.

After outlining his five signposts,
Browning said only one mission ex-
ists, the partnership between evange-
lism and social action found in the
Bible as the Great Commission to “go
and make disciples” and the Great
Commandment to love God and one’s
neighbor.

“This partnership describes every-
thing the Church is sent into the
world to do,” Browning said. “It em-
braces the Church’s double vocation
of service. It is modeled on the mis-
sion of Jesus.”

Council members, who divided into
five groups to reflect on and respond
to Browning’s message, then heard a
report on the mission imperatives
which included a timetable for “‘shar-
ing, testing, and implementing the
Presiding Bishop’s vision of mission.”

Council learned the Presiding
Bishop had not only worked with
staff, but had spoken to the heads of
General Convention’s interim bodies
and the executive committee of Pro-
gram, Budget, and Finance. He will
continue to communicate with them.
In meetings in June and November,
1987, and February and May, 1988,
Council will continue this work.

The program will also be presented
for review at the “Under One Roof”
conference early this June and at a
“Presiding Bishop’s Vision
Conference” in mid-June with 100-150
representatives from caucuses, task
forces, networks, the Council of Ad-
vice, Provinces, ethnic and special
interest groups, and others.

In July the Presiding Bishop will
present his vision and the program

proposals at a workshop he will give -

at the Kanuga Conference Center in
North Carolina to a self-selecting
group of churchpeople. In September
the House of Bishops will review the
statement of vision and its implemen-
tation. In November, Council will
approve budget figures for 1988 and
the 1989-91 triennium. And the vi-
sion statement will be presented .to
General Convention.

At its February, 1988, meeting,
Council will consider structural
changes at the Church Center and its
own way of doing business.

The Rev. John Docker, George
McGonigle, and Barry Menuez pre-
sented the timetable and the staff’s
six draft mission imperatives.

The five small groups headed by
Council members Evelyn Brchan of
Rhode Island, Paul Frank of Ohio,
Joyce McConnell of Olympia, Bishop
Herbert Donovan of Arkansas, and
Canon Kermit Lloyd of Central Penn-
sylvania then spent six hours devel-
oping their own lists of mission im-
peratives.

Their first report contained 35 sug-

gestions ranging through strengthen-
ing Partners in Mission, remodeling
the Church Center, planning for ma-
jor population changes, using mod-
ern media to communicate the Gos-
pel, and exploring new regional
delivery systems to support dioceses
and parishes. One small group
summed it up: “Do less better with
no jargon.” ;
- Some Council members were frus-
trated by lack of time and not know-
ing if they were working on a plan
“for the whole Church or just how
we spend our own [Executive Coun-
cill money,” as Dean Frederick Borsch
put it. The semi-final product
sounded “like ‘it was from the
beginning,” "’ said the Rev. Lincoln
Eng. Small group leader Paul Frank
said, ““We've lost the sense of excite-
ment and mission,” and he offered a
suggestion that was finally adopted
by Council: That the group leaders
and Council vice-president David
Collins continue work on the final
draft of the vision statement before it
goes to Church Center staff for pre-
liminary implementation work.

The 10 mission imperatives which
the committee and the Presiding
Bishop will refine are: (1) Proclaim
the Gospel actively, vibrantly, and
visibly through all available media;
(2) Develop educational systems and
resources for formation of Christians
for mission in ministry; (3) Equip
people to witness to their faith in
such a way the Church will grow in
numbers; (4) Confront the quality and
injustices in the social order; (5) Af-
firm Christian life values for families
and individuals; (6) Affirm we are
stewards of God’s creation; (7)
Strengthen the partnership and pres-
ence of the Church overseas; (8) Nur-
ture the spiritual life of churchmemb-
ers; (9) Provide leadership and
ministry to crises in health; and(10)
Promote ecumenical cooperation and
interfaith debate.

The Presiding Bishop reassured
Council, “This is just one part of the
process. This is not the final word.
There are many people to talk to
before we have the final word.”
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VISION IN ACTION

A Campaign For Nashotah House Episcopal Seminary

My impression of Nashotah House is that there is great emphasis on the daily prayer and wor-
ship. Twice a day the whole community enters the chapel of prayer and worship. And that em-
phasis is strong and it isn’t invariable in seminaries. | think it is so valuable for the parish priest to
be first and foremost a man of prayer, and the laity in the parishes do value it when they can trust
their priest to be a man of prayer. He is going to help them far more in their troubles if that is so.

The course of theological study is very thorough; it embraces the meaning of the Christian faith
both in a traditional way, scripture and intra-tradition, but also in a contemporary way. There are a
number of classes devoted to contemporary problems.

| think that the Nashotah-trained priest will have the deep things of the Christian faith in him and
also an ability to communicate them in an understanding way to parishioners . . . if | were a lay
parishioner in any parish, | think | should be glad to have a Nashotah-trained priest as my priest-
guide and friend.

The Most Reverend and Right Honorable
A. Michael Ramsey

100th Archbishop of Canterbury
Honorary Campaign Chairman

| believe that this campaign is offered to the glory of God and for the good of our Lord’s Church.
It is a work that must be done to insure that for years and years to come, the Church will continue
. to be served by priests and ministers who have been trained in the fullness of the Catholic faith in
the Anglican tradition; who work in the parishes and missions as articulate preachers and teachers
of the good news of the gospel; who will be exemplary persons of prayer and piety among their
flock; who will minister to their congregations without compromising the verities of God, of the
faith and the teaching of the Church; who will be able to evangelize the non-believers and the
unchurched; and who will be skilled in starting new parishes and missions with the yield of their
evangelizing.
Nashotah House is and will become an even better seminary of the Church for training such
priests and ministers for this work. To enable her to do this, however, requires the understanding
and support of the people who are the Church and their parishes both now and into the future for
so long as the seminary is fulfilling her mission.
Therefore, this campaign is not just to raise $6,000,000. It is a campaign to enlist the Church in
the ongoing support of the work being done here. We ask that you join us in meeting the challenge

of this vision . . . to make it a VISION IN ACTION. ;
Glenn R. Simpson

Campaign General Chairman

Dear Friends in Christ:

The mission of Nashotah House has remained constant throughout its history of nearly 150
years: to prepare well-trained, spiritually formed priests who will nurture people in the saving grace
of God in Jesus Christ our Lord. -

Our commitment to the Church is to educate and examine those who have been called to a
Christian ministry and whose priestly formation has been entrusted to us by a bishop of the
Episcopal Church.

This education, examining and formation are accomplished in an active Christian community
centered in the daily Eucharist and the Offices in the Chapel.

Here we’introduce seminarians to the fullness and richness of the faith in all its evangelical
power.

We offer a curriculum firmly grounded on the traditional academic disciplines. Each vocation is
tested and developed under the discipline of catholic faith and practice as expressed in all their
fullness in the Anglican tradition.

Now our aging physical plant is no longer adequate to meet the needs of our students. More
qualified students are called to participate in this Christian community of learning than we can
properly accommodate. The cost of instruction increases at a rapid pace.

In prayerful deliberation of these problems and of the needs which must be met to enable
Nashotah House to continue its historic mission of providing quality leadership for the Church, a
long-range plan to preserve and enhance the life and work of Nashotah House has been developed.
It represents our vision of the future. To make this a VISION IN ACTION, to maintain and
strengthen our mission to the Church and to the world, we seek the generous support of all those
who would have an interest and believe in this exciting mission.

We ask your prayerful consideration of our request for your help in making this a VISION IN
ACTION.

The Very Reverend Jack C. Knight
Dean and President
Nashotah House
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NASHOTAH HOUSE

An Episcopal Seminary with

Martiod Student HOUSING: 20 e e s dip e S et I a e o B H i ey L B s $3,700,000
Endowment of two Academic Chairs @ $500,000 . . ... ...ooomnen e 1,000,000
Renovation of Single Student Housing .. ~ol las il s 2500 sl Sra s g Rt 500,000
Endowment for:Student-Einaneial Ald sl Nas il i Sl B s b S T e 500,000
Construction of a New Deanery and two Faculty HOUSES ..............ccouuesiuuiiiiii. 300,000

08 - { | RO U R T e e T s e SR $6,000,000

The Trustees, after extensive prayerful consideration, have determined to conduct a capital funds
campaign to raise $6,000,000 to meet these most urgent needs of the House.

Funding for the remaining needs of somewhat lesser immediacy will be sought through a continuing
resources development program following completion of the capital campaign.

A VISION IN ACTION

The resources needed to prepare Nashotah House fully to meet the challenges of continuing its mission
to the Church into the next century are indeed substantial.

Total needs projected in the long-range planning study including full endowment of academic chairs,
endowment for chapel and library operations and academic program development, and an increase in
unrestricted endowment to assure greater long-term financial stability, amount to some $12,000,000.

Recognizing the need to establish priorities within a total program of such magnitude, the Trustees have
determined to seek funding now for these most urgent and immediate needs.

VISION OF THE MISSION

Married Student Housing

It is unanimously agreed by Trustees, faculty, administration, and
those of our constituents who know our programs and plant best, that
providing new housing for married students and their families must be
given the highest priority among our needs.

The average age of Nashotah students is just over 37; two-thirds are
married and the majority have children living with them. There is a
present need for at least 60 housing units for married students. At
present, only 27 units are available on campus. Consequently, nearly
half the married students must seek housing off campus. Moreover,
the existing units are seriously deficient: the rooms are too small for
growing families; the buildings are outdated in design, costly to
maintain, and have outlived their efficient use; they are in stark .
contrast to the rest of the campus in quality of construction, utility,
and style.

To most students, Nashotah is home for three years. The impact on
morale of having to spend those years in such accommodations is
detrimental to the process of a seminary education.

Because of our strong belief that living intimately in the seminary
community plays an important role in preparing a future priest to lead
a parish, it is imperative for the seminary to reassemble the total
community on campus. The new housing project anticipates the
construction of 10 buildings with six living units in each building. The
estimated cost of the 60 planned units is $3,700,000.

Endowment of Academic Chairs

Nashotah House is fortunate in having the services of faculty
members who have spiritual depth, academic competence and a love
and concern for their students. To help assure our continued ability to
attract and hold faculty of that stature, it is our objective ultimately to
seek full endowment of all academic chairs. At this time, however, we
seek to endow two chairs. The endowment required for each chair is
$500,000. Total funding requirement for the two endowed chairs is
$1,000,000.

Endowment for Student Financial Aid

Eighty-five percent of Nashotah House students need some
financial assistance. Cost increases here have been held well below
the national average. Still, Nashotah House tuition is $4,400 per year,
and the total cost of an academic year for a single student is at least
$9,500. For married students, total annual costs may range from
$13,000 to $20,000, depending on family size and the kind of ac-
commodations obtained.

To provide institutional resources that will permit Nashotah House
to provide appropriate levels of aid to students with demonstrated
financial need, an endowment of $500,000 dedicated to student
financial aid is being sought.

Renovation of Single Student Housing

Housing for single students on campus is less critically deficient
than that for married students. The number of rooms available is
adequate for anticipated needs, and the buildings are fundamentally
sound. However, the mechanical systems — electrical, heating, and
plumbing — are obsolete and must be replaced; and the allocation of
space must be improved for greater utility. In addition, new furniture is
urgently needed. Renovation and renewal of single student housing is
budgeted at $500,000.

Deanery and Faculty Housing

The Dean’s residence, Adams House, was built in 1887. During the
century of its use, numerous additions have been made. Un-
fortunately, the distribution of space does not lend itself to various
entertainment functions and proper accommodations for guests. The
basic structure is in poor condition and maintenance costs
are excessive. ;

NASHOTAH HOUSE SEMINARY
Nine-Month Student Budgets
(Averaged)

$20,000 —

$15,000 —

$10,000 —

$5,000 —

Married Student Married Student
(on-campus housing) (off-campus housing)
Total budget - $14,090  Total budget - $18,500

Board D Other (rent, insurance,
transportation, etc.)

Single Student
(must live on campus)
Total budget - $9,505

. Tuition

Copyright 2024. Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society. Permission required for reuse .and publication.



g ¢

In Manchester, En;gldﬁd
Letter-writing power

helps restore a closed church

Imagine you are a member of an
inner-city parish in the old industrial
town of Manchester, England. Atleast
80 percent of your fellow members
are retired and not at all wealthy.
Your church building is located in
what the English call “an inner city
urban priority area,” and it is in such
bad repair that it has been closed.
Parishioners are worshiping in the
parish hall, and this has severely
curtailed the social program that is a
vital part of life for the elderly of the
community. You are also without a
full-time priest.

To help save the church you and
your fellow parishioners have strug-
gled to raise $22,500 over the past
three years and the city and Diocese
of Manchester have each donated
$30,000 toward repairs, but a deficit
~ in the range of $37,000 still remains.
What do you do to save your parish
church?

If you are Margaret Watson of St.
Margaret’s Church, Whalley Range,
in Manchester, you start by buying a
copy of Crockford’s Clerical Directory.
You get parishioners to address let-
ters to 15,000 priests, asking them to
donate £1—about $1.50 at today’s ex-
change. Addressing envelopes is
“something older people can do,”
you say. Incredibly, 7,000—almost
half—of the clergy addressed respond
with donations totaling $42,400.

After deducting postage and print-
ing, the parish netted $33,600 and
embarked on major restoration: new
roof, new floors, new wiring, a new
heating system. It also refurbished
the solid oak and teak interior and
furnishings.

Emboldened by their success,
which belies in part Watson’s assess-
ment that many people from St.
Margaret’s neighborhood with “get
up and go” had got up and gone,
parishioners took the Episcopal Cleri-
cal Directory and addressed 11,000
letters to clergy listed there. They
asked for a $3 donation. “We felt if
we appealed to a lot of people who
understand the problem only too well,
but only asked for a little from each,
you would not think us too greedy,”
Watson says.

Watson and her committee found
that letters mailed in the U.S. would
save them a tremendous amount on
postage. They also found that British
Caledonian Airways would waive the
air freight on the pre-addressed en-
velopes. So Joy and Haydn Weaver of
St. Margaret’s traveled to America to
raise funds and spent a week licking
stamps and envelopes for the Episco-
pal mailing.

Finally, when U.S. funds started to
roll in, St. Margaret's found that
Barclay’s Bank, Balham Branch, Lon-
don, would change the currency free

Chief fund-raiser Margaret Watson
admires a sugar icing model of the
church that letter-writing helped to
restore in Manchester, England.

of charge. Some 1,500 U.S. clergy
responded with donations of $16,277,
which netted $7,167 after expenses.

Watson then took to letter-writing
one more time. This time to The Epis-
copalian, asking help to “thank all
those who helped by responding and
sending such wonderful letters of en-
couragement, praying for us, and giv-
ing their financial support.”

The refurbished and restored St.
Margaret’s reopened on November 5.
Watson reports, “Our church is saved
and back in use again. This time last
year we didn’t know how we could
possibly do it. This year, by the good-
ness and grace of God, it is virtually
done. Now we can get on with the
real work.”

Guide helps youth
find scholarships abroad

“The potential connections are
invaluable,” says the executive direc-
tor of the International Christian
Youth Exchange of the recently-pub-
lished Young American’s Scholarship
Guide to Travel and Learning Abroad.
The guide describes over 4,000 schol-
arship opportunities offered by 70
organizations for pre-college educa-
tional adventures in over 80 coun-
tries. Each organizational description
includes the nature and purpose of
the organization, programs offered,
available scholarships, program fees,
eligibility requirements,and applica-
tions procedures.

In an attempt to encourage more
young Americans to experience the
world beyond their classrooms, the
publisher is donating 15 percent of
the guide’s proceeds to establish a
new international youth scholarship
fund to be administered by Global
Perspectives in Education.

The guide is available for $12.95 from

Intravco Press, Suite 1303-A, 211 E. 43rd
St., New York, N.Y. 10017.

Women’s Ministries

subject of new book

Pioneers such as Mary Abbot
Twing, Anne Ayres, the Emery fam-
ily, and Susan Knapp are featured
among the stories of deaconesses,
freedom school teachers, and mis-
sionary workers which Mary Sud-
man Donovan collects in A Different
Call ($19.95, Morehouse-Barlow, 78
Danbury Rd., Wilton, Conn. 06897).

JUST

DON’T RETIRE

ANYWHERE. CHOOSE A

LIFE-CARE FACILITY.

I'T’S YOUR LIFE!

Westminster-Canterbury, the
beautiful retirement community
in Virginia Beach, Virginia,
offers a life-care plan that takes
the worry out of your
retirement years. The life-care
plan ensures the availability of a
full range of on-premises

R
R R

TR

nursing services, if you ever
need them, in an environment
you’ll be proud to call home.
You can feel secure that you’re
protected from the financial
strain of a possible extended
illness.

Knowing you’re protected:
brings the peace of mind that

WA mE L .

allows you to enjoy your life.
And there’s so much to enjoy at
Westminster-Canterbury in
Virginia Beach - the personal
services, the beautiful
surroundings and resort-like
atmosphere on the Chesapeake
Bay, the privacy of your own
apartment, and the companion-
ship of friends.

Take a closer look at
Westminster-Canterbury in
Virginia Beach and the life-care

plan. Just mail in the coupon
for our free brochure. Don’t put
it off. Where you spend your
retirement years can make a big
difference in how you spend

. ‘1{“

Westminster-
Canterbury

Please send me a free brochure about the
carefree life at Westminster-Canterbury in
Virginia Beach.

Name
Address
Gity."
State Zip
Telephone

1
Westminster-Canterbury in Virginia Beach
A Life-Care community for people over 65.

3100 Shore Drive, Virginia Beach, VA 23451
804/496-1100, Ext. 124
Sponsored by the Diocese of Southern Virginia of
the Episcopal Church and Norfolk Presbytery of
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
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SING
JOYFULLY

‘““A moving documentary film about
the Choir School of St.Thomas Church
in New York City. Depicts the daily
experiences of the choristers in this
special boarding school, one of the last
of its kind in existence. The viewer
gets not only a glimpse into life at the

t. Thomas School, which forms the
youngsters into responsive human be-
ings, but also is treated to a musical
feast...SING JOYFULLY is a visually
and aurally exciting documentary on
what may soon become an extinct
form of Christian education.” (Nick
Nicosia, Film Information, National
Council of Churches). CINE GOLDEN
EAGLE AWARD WINNER. Twenty-
eight minutes, color.

For rental information contact:
Mr. William Williams,
Choir School of St. Thomas Church,
123 West 55th Street,
New York, N.Y. 10019

THE CHO(I;;? SCHOOL
ST. THOMAS CHURCH

A church-centered residence school for
50 boys in grades 5-8. These young men,
all able students, follow a creative and
individualized curriculum. Strong sports
program. Camping in fall and spring; sail-
ing, canoeing, swimming and nature stu-
dies. Camp activities on 600-acre site in
Connecticut. City facilities in Manhattan’s
cultural center; modern residence, large
classrooms and gymnasium, nearby play-
ing fields. Boys join their parents or
friends two weekends each month. Full
fee is $4,800. Low fee is recognition of
each boy’s service to the choir. Scholar-
ships available. Admission on basis of
audition and academic tests. No previous
musical training required.

GORDON H. CLEM, Headmaster
123 West 55th Street
New York, N.Y.10019 (212) CI7-3311

Students of various faiths and all racial
and ethnic backgrounds accepted.

Episcopal Diocese of Montana
indisfarne - Camp Marshall
Youth & adult camps,
June through September.
Limited winter use.

The Rev. Victor Richer
515 N. Park Avenue
Helena, MT 59601

NG R ea o e
BED & BREAKFAST
; HONOLULU ===
Homestays & Studios
A Pleasant Low Cost Alternative
to Hotels throughout Hawaij
3242 Kaohinani Drive
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817
1-800-367-8047 x351

s =

Training for Ministry

¢ Biblical basis

® Practical focus

* Evangelical Anglican |
Tradition
Trinity
Episcopal
School for
Ministry

Master of Divinity Program
One Year Lay Studies Program
Seminars and Conferences

311 Eleventh Street
Ambridge, PA 15003
(412) 266 - 3838

o
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. school curriculum easier to

teach than any other.

That’s because Cook’s
curriculum experts have
already done the hard part.
Thorough Bible research,
organized lessons, and
creative teaching aids make it
easy to pick up and use.

Discover Bible-in-Life for
yourself. Just mail in the
coupon to get valuable lesson
samples for eight age levels—
absolutely free!

Nothing could be easier.

FREE LESSON SAMPLES
O YES, | want to discover what
Bible-in-Life Sunday school
curriculum is all about. | will
get samples for these age levels:

Nursery Junior
Kindergarten  Junior High
Primary Senior High

Primary-Junior Adult

Church Name

0 Church o Home Address

City State Zip

0O Church © Home Phone

Your Title

Approx. Sunday school attendance:

O 0-99 0 100-1490 150-299 0 300-up
Mail to:

David C. Cook Publishing Co.
850 North Grove Avenue

Elgin, IL 60120 EPa

Church of England
Synod takes a step toward
ordination of women

by John Martin

The Church of England took a ma-
jor step toward the ordination of
women to the priesthood on Febru-
ary 26 when its General Synod agreed
to prepare the necessary legislation.

Synod stayed in good humor
throughout a five-hour debate under
the uncomfortable heat and glare of
television lights, and its delegates
dealt patiently with a succession of
amendments from opponents.

Opening the debate, Archbishop
of Canterbury Robert Runcie spoke
cogently in favor of the move and at
the same time reassured both the
Synod and the wider public that the
due processes of legislation mean
plenty of time still exists for discus-
sion about female priests. He said at
least four more years must pass be-
fore the Church of England makes a
final decision.

Runcie denied “dogmatic haste”
and expressed regret that some op-

. ponents have shown signs of “pre-

mature panic.” In an indirect refer-
ence to recent comments by Bishop
of London Graham Leonard and some
of his supporters, Runcie said it is “a
little too early to be taking tarpaulins
off lifeboats or signaling other ship-
ping to stand by.”

Runcie said he believes arguments
in favor now tip the balance, but he
indicated he would not himself be
prepared to vote for the actual legis-
lation without more evidence of con-
sensus. He said he sees the Synod
action as “a move to test the mind of
the Church.”

The House of Bishops’ report on
female priests provides for a Code of
Practice for parishes which might not
wish to have a female priest but
envisages that if legislation enabling
women'’s ordination is passed, those
who opposed the expressed policy of
the Province would not be elected to
the office of bishop. :

Leonard, who spoke early in the
debate, said the principles on which
the legislation would be based seem
to exclude the possibility of a perma-
nent home in the Church of England
for dissenters. Speaking later at a
press conference, he said he would
be “taking soundings” to see if dis-
senters could ally themselves with

the Roman Catholic or Orthodox

Churches.

“It seems to me we have been
given the green light,” Leonard said.
“We cannot wait forever.”

His words echoed statements by
opponents to female priests made
earlier in the week. John Selwyn
Gummer, Minister of State for Agri-
culture and a former chairmanof the
Conservative Party, said the move
“would divide us from the rest of the
catholic Church and make us a sect.
I, like many others, would be forced
out of the Church of England.”

During debate at the Synod, Arch-
bishop John Habgood of York recom-
mended ““a constant cross-fertilization
between theological and practical
questions.” The questions under re-
view, he said, are incapable of unam-
biguous answers.

Oswald Clark, one of the Synod’s
most influential lay members, said in

opposition that the Church of Eng-
land “has no authority to vary uni-
laterally a practice which has been
part of the inheritance of the univer-
sal Church from the beginning.”

Replying to this point of view,
Bishop Ronald Bowlby of Southwark
commented, “If we may do nothing
that Rome and the Orthodox do not
do because we cannot do it together,
where does that leave us?”’ He said
the process of reception by the faith-
ful will occur if it is God’s will.

The most radical amendment was
put by Bishop Eric Kemp of
Chichester, a leading Anglo-Catholic
figure. He wanted delay until more
theological work can be done. His
suggestion was defeated 163 to 300.

Only a simple majority was neces-
sary at this stage of proceedings. The
final vote in favor was 317 to 145.
Voting by orders, both bishops and
laity indicated that support is well
over the critical two-thirds; the clergy
require only a further two votes to
reach two-thirds majority.

The Synod’s standing committee
will now prepare legislation. The
House of Bishops will continue to
work on theological questions and
preparation of the Code of Practice
which will accompany the main mea-
sure. Should the measure receive the
Synod’s approval in February, 1989,
it will then be discussed in the dio-
ceses. If all action is affirmative, the
measure will  go into effect around
1991.

John Martin lives in London and is a fre-
quent contributor to The Episcopalian.

Opponents
seek way

to remain
in Church

Continued from page 1

siding Bishop Edmond Browning
named last year to explore ecclesial
and ecumenical ramifications of con-
secrating a woman to be bishop. Jones
and three other committee mem-
bers—Bishop Roger White of Milwau-
kee, Bishop John Coburn, retired of
Massachusetts, and Church Divinity
School of the Pacific professor Patricia
Page—attended the March 9 meet-
ing.

Stevens said “a beginning was
made” and that now participants are
“digesting all this.” They will meet
again May 7. Eventually the whole
group will compose a report for the
September, 1987, House of Bishops
meeting.

Prior to the Chicago meeting, John
Pasco, deposed Episcopal priest in
Oklahoma, had circulated an ECM
document that proposed formation
of a non-geographical ““Province 10”
for those opposing female bishops.
Stevens, however, said the document
was “‘an exploratory paper’” presented
to the ECM in January and that it had
“no official standing” and “most em- -
phatically is not” an official ECM
proposal.
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— ILove You

Your Sponsor in America

This Love Tag—signed by
you—is your first step toward
building a bridge of love be-
tween you and a child who
needs you.

For only $10 a month, you can sponsor
a needy child like Michelle, and change her
life forever!

You will feel your child’s love through
photographs and letters—and you can
write to your child as often as you wish!

Unlike some sponsor organizations,
you will know the exact child you are help-
ing and your child will know who you are.

Only $10 a Month!

Other Child Sponsorship Programs re-
quire monthly payments of $16, $18, and
even $22!

But you can sponsor a child through
Holy Land Christian Mission International
for only $10 a month. Why?

Because we have found ways to re-
duce administrative and operating costs—
without reducing the help that goes to the
child you sponsor.

Here's what you receive:
® a 32" x 5" photograph of your child.
® two personal letters from your child each

year.

[] Guatemala [] Holy Land Crippled Child

EMERGENCY LIST.
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Yes. | wish to sponsor a child. Enclosed is my first
payment of $10. Please assign me a [ ] Boy [ Girl

Country preference: [] India [] The Philippines [ ] Thailand
(] Chile [] Honduras [] Dominican"Republic [ ] Colombia

OR, choose a child that needs my help from your

[0 Please send me more information about sponsoring a child.
[] 1 can’t sponsor a child now. but wish to make a

(Your name here)

Sign this ‘“love tag” and sponsor a child
for only $10 a month

® a complete Sponsorship Kit with your
child’s personal case history and a spe-
cial report on your child’s country.

® our quarterly newsletter, “Sponsorship
News”.

® periodic updated photos so you can
follow your child’s progress.

And, though you are not obligated, you
may write as often as you wish.

3-year-old Michelle was abandoned by her father. Soon after,
her mother was forced to leave her in order to find work. She
now lives with her grandmother.

Mail this entire page to Holy Land Christian Mission International

NAME

“Emergency”box,and we will assign to you

Your $10 a month will
help provide so much

for your child:

® emergency food, clothing, and medical
care.

® a chance to attend school.

e and help for your child’s family and com-
munity.

Here’s how you can become
a sponsor immediately!

First—sign your name on the Love Tag
at the top of this page.

Second—fill out the coupon and tell us
if you want to sponsor a boy or girl, and
check the country of your choice.

Or better yet—just mark an x in the

a child who most urgently needs your love.

And Third, tear out this entire page and
mail it to Mission International—along with
your first monthly payment of $10.

Then, in just a few days you will receive
your initial Sponsorship Kit with your
child’s name, photograph and case history.

Your child will receive your Love Tag
(but not your address—for your conven-
ience all correspondence comes through
our field offices overseas.)

And you will be on your way to an
exciting adventure of love with a wonderful
child.

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE

ZIP

Financial report readily available on request. Please make ydur
tax-deductible check payable to Mission International.

Mail to:

Holy Land Christian Mission International
2000 E. Red Bridge Road, Box 419055, Kansas City, MO 64141

Attn: Joseph Gripkey, President

K7RS
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Third in a Series

Update traditional values

The Church should
bless committed,
faithful homosexual
relationships

by John E. Fortunato

I have been asked to “argue” that the Church should
bless and affirm committed gay relationships. This matter
is different in kind from the other two topics this series
¢ covers, and the difference needs to be stated at the
outset.

While sexual relations before and after heterosexual
_ marriage raise ethical questions the Church rightly should
_address, both cases assume at least one noncontroversial
_ heterosexual alternative, namely, sex within marriage.
ut if the Church does not bless and affirm committed gay relationships, a
large number of homosexual Christians are left with no ecclesiastically accept-
able way of expressing love genitally. This immediately gives rise to the whole
question of whether homosexuality, per se, is acceptable to the Church, and
this is the critical difference. For no one is calling into question the acceptability
of heterosexual people to be heterosexual.

So before dealing with gay relationships, it would seem necessary to argue
that homosexuality ifself is a rightful part of God'’s creation. But that is a painful
task for this writer to undertake. For [ am a gay Christian man who has come
to know his sexuality as both given and gifted. And while I agreed willingly to
write this article because it seemed crucial for a gay person to speak forth-
rightly, it is necessary to begin by defending my very being, my ontology. I do
not believe any child of God should be put in that degrading position, but
because so much misinformation and myth continue to prevail in the Church
about homosexual people, I feel compelled one more time to stand amid the
major pillars upon which homophobia (the fear of homosexual people) rests
and to pull them down yet again. (Dear Lord, may it be the last time.)

These underpinnings are best discussed under the headings: sickness,
choice, and sinfulness.

Many people in the Church continue to view homosexuality as a form of
mental illness. It is, I think, telling that so many laypeople blithely make this
diagnosis despite their having neither psychological nor psychiatric creden-
tials. Moreover, it is striking that the notion of homosexuality as a mental
disorder persists more than 13 years after the Board of Trustees of the
American Psychiatric Association removed homosexuality per se from its
Second Edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders
(DSM-II). :

The DSM-II explains that decision in these words: “The crucial issue in
determining whether or not homosexuality per se should be regarded as a
mental disorder is. . .its consequences and the definition of mental disorder. A
significant proportion of homosexuals are apparently satisfied with their sexual
orientation, show no significant signs of manifest psychopathology, . . .and
are able to function socially and occupationally with no impairment. If one
used the criteria of distress or disability, homosexuality per se is not a mental
disorder. If one uses the criterion of disadvantage, it is not at all clear that
homosexuality is a disadvantage in all cultures or subcultures.”

The official stance of the professional association that defines mental illness
is that homosexuality is not a mental disorder, and it is, frankly, not within the
competence of the Church to decide otherwise.

While certain reactionary psychiatrists in the Church continue to insist upon
the former, archaic, neo-Freudian view that homosexuality is some sort of
“arrested adolescence,” these people must be viewed as renegades from their
own profession. Dr. Ruth Tiffany Barnhouse, for example, continues to say gay
people can be “cured,” using as one cornerstone for her belief the Bieber study
which was, in fact, widely discredited years ago by the psychiatric profession
on the basis of its unforgivable lack of scientific objectivity. (The “study” was
nothing more than a report of subjective notes compiled by a handful of
psychoanalysts on a small number of cases. No longitudinal follow-up studies
were conducted on the cases reported; no control group or double-blind
procedures were employed; and the physicians all assumed a priori that
homosexuality was a mental disorder.)

The second prevailing myth is gay people have a choice about their

- sexuality. This misconception is perpetuated by the use of phrases in reference

to gay people like “sexual life style”” and ““sexual preference.” Of all the myths
about homosexual people, Continued on page 28

Maintain traditional values

Lasting heterosexual
marriage is still

the paradigm
despite failures

by Ruth Tiffany Barnhouse

My view of homosexuality is traditional but only in the
sense that I do not believe it to be a normal alternate life
style. The usual traditional reasons are that Bible texts
forbid it. But texts also forbid the eating of shellfish and
lending money at interest. How do we determine which
biblical texts are to be taken literally in our time and
which given a different interpretation?

The answer lies in the distinction between principles

: and rules. Rules are the cultural clothes worn by a
principle to fit a particular time and place. The Old Testament law sets forth
rules governing every possible aspect of behavior. But the summary of that
law, given to us in both Old and New Testaments, does not mention rules or
even justice. The summary is the unchanging principle which transcends any
cultural conditions: love of God which is total, using all faculties of heart, soul,
mind, and strength, love of neighbor, and love of self.

We may change rules but not principles. Jesus changed the rule that
adulterers should be stoned but not the principle that adultery is wrong.
Adherence to old rules, taking no account of the changed conditions of modern
life or of the light shed on the nature of sexuality by psychology and sociology,
is not right. It fossilizes tradition instead of preserving it. To retain an old rule
we must establish that it expresses an underlying divine principle in terms
which are applicable to contemporary life.

Abolition of all rules is equally likely to be wrong. All known cultures
impose some limitations on sexual behavior, and this is nearly always
expressed in religious terms. Ours is hardly likely to be the only exception, and
our own tradition has always had such limitations. These undoubtedly express
some underlying principles, and our duty is to try to discern what they are and
to align with them any proposed changes in the rules. {

Two biblical principles bear directly on human sexuality. The first is
monism, and the second is the symbolic significance of sex. As we shall see,
the two are closely related. ‘

Monism is expressed in the doctrine of Creation which insists on the
goodness of matter as well as spirit. Dualism proposes a radical discontinuity
between spirit and matter, and the early Gnostic forms held that matter was
evil. Contemporary sexual forms are more likely to think that only matter is
real and that spirit is illusory.

The Old Testament laws teach the opposite: Every human act has spiritual
as well as physical significanice. The doctrine of the Incarnation, insisting that
Jesus was fully human as well as fully divine and culminating in the
resurrection of the body, confirms this monist position. Christian anthropology
sees the human being as an indivisible psycho-physical unity. The natural
energies of the body, including sexuality, are gifts of God. Thus physical urges
are not intrinsically sinful even though sin may result when they are inappro-
priately acted on.

The early Church spent several centuries combating Gnosticism. Unfortu-
nately, traces of dualism clung to the skirts of the Church, especially with
regard to sex. That is how the completely unscriptural idea arose in many
quarters that sex itself was evil—or at least inferior. From such views, far too
often propounded even from the pulpit, came the bizarre idea that sexual
irregularities are the worst of all sins. The old lists of sexual sins ranked all
sexual acts in order of their moral deplorability.

Contemporary sexologists, such as Masters and Johnson, make the same
error as old-fashioned theology. Both concentrate on bodily behavior, social
and relationship issues being considered peripherally, if at all. The old
theology vilified the acts in question while modern sexologists tend to glorify
them. The common error, however, is that both minimize or even deny the
indissoluble connection between body and spirit and are therefore dualist.

In the wake of the sexual revolution the Church is busy re-examining its
position. Of the several forms of revisionist ethics, the most influential is
personalism. This emphasizes the primacy of personhood, which precedes and is
separate from our identities as men and women. Sexuality is ascribed to
personhood and has no integral connection with the.body, which becomes
merely the tool a person uses to express his or her unique configuration of
sexuality. Individuals are

Continued on page 29

General Convention’s 11-member Standing
Commission on Human Affairs and Health is
exploring the ethical ramifications of chang- adults.
ing sexual practices. The Commission is shar-
ing this exploration with the Church at large
in a series in The Episcopalian .

The final articles will explore sexual relations
among widowed, divorced, or mature single

Next summer, the Commission will publish
the entire series with an analysis of the re-

sponse and a study guide. Parishes wishing
to receive this booklet may order from the
Rev. Barbara Taylor at the Episcopal Church
Center, 815 Second Ave., New York, N.Y.
10017. The only charge will be postage and
handling; orders must be in lots of 10. :
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God willing to risk freedom,
Hines tells Californians

by Ruth Nicastro

“Live daringly at high risk,” former
Presiding Bishop John E. Hines told
his listeners in Pacific Palisades, Ca-
lif., when he spoke at St. Matthew’s
there as part of an unusual parish
memorial gift program.

Through sermons at two services
last October and in a series of group
meetings, Hines shared with St.
Matthew’s parishioners his vision of
the meaning of following Jesus’ call.
Using the 10th chapter of the Gospel
of St. Matthew, Hines told his listen-
ers, “When the call comes to ‘follow
me,” that is the moment of supreme
peril on this earth. . .all must then be
reevaluated in light of His truth.”

Hines was the first occupant of the
parish’s Eric Jensen Education and
Theology Chair, the brainchild of the
Rev. Peter Kreitler, associate rector.
Kreitler sought a way parish mem-
bers could “sit at the feet” of some of
the Church’s outstanding clergy and
laity. ““I always learned far more from
informal conversation with great
teachers than from their lectures,” he
says.

When Charlotte Jensen sought an
appropriate memorial to her late hus-
band, she endowed a chair to make
Kreitler's dream possible. Norman
Cousins, who had been an important
lay minister to Eric Jensen during the
latter’s final illness at nearby UCLA,
was invited as the chair’s first occu-
pant, but his schedule would not
permit the extended stay. He did
however launch the new chair with a

In a splash of enthusiasm the Rev.

Jerome E. Kahler christens a
seafarers” communications center at
the Port of Los Angeles in San Pedro,
Calif. Opened with a $20,000
diocesan grant in a former U.S.
Customs office, the center will
provide telephone service for crew
members of passenger ships. The Rev.
Arthur Bartlett, director of the center
which is a satellite agency of the
Seamen’s Church Institute of Los
Angeles, hopes to attract bilingual
volunteers in a program coordinated
by Tony Locke.

APSO Manual Available

APSO (Appalachian People’s Serv-
ice Organization) has published A
Layperson’s Manual for Social Ministry
Planning and Implementation by
Elizabeth Lilly and Michael E.
Maloney, APSO's urban staff person.
Intended for urban parishes trying to
serve communities which may be in
changing situations or for flourishing
congregations which wish to monitor
the effectiveness of outreach, the man-

. ual is available from APSO, Box 1007,
Blacksburg, Va. 24060, for $5 per copy.

presentation attended by some 400
church members and friends.

For his part, Hines said following
Jesus’ call demands a relentless com-
mitment to love and to justice which
has little in common with success as
the world defines success. Love and
justice challenge power structures and
authority in the name of the Lord of
Love and stand firm in the face of
popular scorn and rejection. Ulti-
mately, he said, this commitment
brings to the follower boundless and
unequaled joy.

In three days of sessions parishion-
ers had the opportunity to hear and
talk with Hines in small groups. Each
day the bishop would begin with a

short statement or a question to the
group. Anyone could ask any ques-
tion that came to mind.

The subjects ranged from personal
prayer to church structure to the
Church in the world. To each the
bishop gave a considered answer and,
more often than not, a sort of medi-
tation as well.

For example, replying to a question
about God’s omnipotence, with rela-
tion to bad things which happen to
good people, Hines said he believes
“God is absolutely in control but ab-
solutely self-limiting. . . .He has con-
ferred upon us the great honor of
loving us, and there is no love with-
out freedom. . . .He has been willing
to risk freedom in His creation.”

Asked about death and heaven,
Hines said, “I don’t worry about
heaven. I worry about whether what-
ever witness I make will be faithful to

what God expects of me. . . .I can't
stand what I deserve; I can’t stand
God’s justice. I can only live in God’s
grace. . .knowing that I will be the
recipient of His mercy.”

The Rev. Arnold Fenton praised
Hines’ participation. “There was such
an awareness of Bishop Hines as a
presence among us. Even the chil-
dren caught some of the power of the
man. I think we all felt privileged to
experience the same spiritual vision
that electrified the General Conven-
tion of 1967 and inspired the whole
Church.”

Hines said the experience “renews
me” and praised St. Matthew’s pa-
rishioners as “people who are search-
ers after the truth as something strong
and precious.””

Ruth Nicastro is editor of The Episcopal
News, Diocese of Los Angeles.
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convenience choices
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cial Retirement Community

Membcrs of Christ Episcopal Church in the resort area of Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida, have joined other
local leaders to create a “life care” retirement community, where men and women over the age of 62
can live independent, meaningful and satisying lives.

Yes. Picase send me more information.

A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY...

This Commitment has been fulfilled at Vicar’s Landing, Northern Florida’s premier retirement
community. Non-profit. Well planned. Full Service. People Oriented. With the facilities and total care
program designed to assure an activity-filled, secure and rewarding experience:

® 90% Fully Refundable Entry Fee
® Complete maintenance, weekly housekeeping and

® Elegant, nutritious table service dining
24-Hour health care center and security on-premises

® Lakeside clubhouse, heated pool plus available
tennis, golf and beach club

® A wide range of social, recreational and

® Nearby medical facilities, shopping and
leisure-time activities

You are cordially invited to contemplate your retirement from
the routine at Vicar’s Landing, where style has met substance in a
very special way. Come see us soon, while choice locations are
still available, or send us the attached coupon for more
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Vicar’s Landing
P.O. Box 1251, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

CALL COLLECT (904) 285-6000

|
|
Name :
Street :
City. State Zip :
Telephone Age :
O Married O Single O Widowed |
|
I
|

EP §

The Reverend James Cooper, Chairman of the Board:
“We are pleased to see our initiative so well fulfilled
in Vicar's Landing . . . an innovative, healthful
concept, carefully designed to enrich the retirement
years."”

cars

The Total Care & Carefree
Retirement Community
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Western Louisiana offers
liturgy for vestment burning

by Janet M. Morgan

Tradition has long suggested the
burning of vestments and altar linens
no longer useful for the purpose for
which they were intended.

When the Diocesan Altar Guild of
Western Louisiana could find no
proper liturgy for doing this, two
diocesan priests devised one.

Canon Craig Morgan planned the
ceremony for a liturgy written by the
Rev. Kenneth Dimmick, then curate
at St. Matthias’, Shreveport, and
women from throughout the diocese
brought timeworn vestments, faded
from their former rich colorings of
gold, green, purple, and red, and

-prayerfully placed them on a pyre
just outside the Chapel of the Holy
Family at Hardtner Conference Cen-
ter.

The service began in the chapel
where a single lit candle would later
be used to ignite the firewood ready
outside. Morgan reminded the con-
gregation “that neither these things,
nor we ourselves, nor the monu-

ments we create for ourselves will
last forever; but God alone is eternal,
unchanging, and His love will never
fade.”

The people responded to the read-
ing of Psalm 39 with the antiphon,
“Be thou blessed by Him in whose
honor thou art to be burned. Alleluia.
Amen.” They processed outside
where conference center manager Joe
Bordelon had prepared a fire beneath
the metal frame and springs of an old
camp bed. Diocean Altar Guild pres-
ident Ruth King White moved for-
ward and spread her load of yel-
lowed and tattered garments on the
springs. Then others followed. Bril-
liant red, orange, and yellow tongues
leapt high as they devoured the final
offerings.

The concluding prayer asked those
gathered to “see in this holy fire a

reminder that in this life all things

come to an end: Ashes to ashes, dust
to dust.”

Bishop Willis Henton of Western
Louisiana later called it a “more mov-

. ¢ et R
Using a vestment-burning service they composed themselves, churchpeople in

the Diocese of Western Louisiana burned worn-out vestments and altar linens.
Participants are, from left to right, Joe Bordelon, women of the Altar Guild,
Louis Weil, Craig Morgan, Ruth King White, Bishop Willis Henton, and Kenneth

Dimmick.

ing experience than I had
anticipated.” He said he thought of
“bishops and priests I've known who
had worn the vestments. .. .I re-
membered many whose handiwork
graced the fabrics and countless num-
bers who cared for them.”

The Rev. Louis Weil of Nashotah
House, who had spoken on the min-

istry of the altar to the group earlier
that morning, commended the Altar

Guild for the service and said he
would take a copy of it to the Stand-
ing Liturgical Commission, of which
he is a member. He suggested such a
liturgy might be included in a later
edition of The Book of Occasional Serv-
ices.

Janet Morgan, a free-lance writer, was fea-
ture editor of Western Louisiana’s Alive. The
diocese would be §Iad to share the Liturgy

for the Burning of Vestments with others
who are interested.

Sexual ethics debate

Continued from page 1

also sponsors of the statement pre-
sented to the House of Bishops. The
two statements make many of the
same points.

“Chastity, by which is meant faith-
fulness in marriage and abstinence
apart from marriage, is the sexual
moral standard for all Christian peo-
ple, clergy and laity alike,” the 13
bishops say. They quote a resolution
from the 1976 General Convention
that says the Church must, at all
times, provide for its members “’clear
guidelines for Christian behavior, re-
flecting both the love and the judg-
ment of God.”

Signatories to the Province VIl state-
ment are: Bishops John Ashby of

Western Kansas; Scott Field Bailey,
retired of West Texas; Maurice Benitez
of Texas; Anselmo Carral, assistant of
Texas; Charlton; William Cox, assis-
tant of Oklahoma; Richard Grein of
Kansas; Stanley Hauser, suffragan of
West Texas; Sam Hulsey of North-
west Texas; Gerald McAllister of Okla-
homa; John MacNaughton of West
Texas; Donis Patterson of Dallas; and
Clarence Pope of Fort Worth.
Michael McManus, who writes a
syndicated column on ethics and re-
ligion, quotes Dr. John Rogers, pres-
ident of Trinity Episcopal School for
Ministry, as saying, “The Newark
statement is biblically contradictory.
To imply that Jesus is love—without

rules and commandments—is unfair
to Jesus. He said, ‘If you love me,
you will keep my commandments.” ”/

Rogers says Trinity will publish a
pamphlet with a biblical response to
Newark’s action.

Diocesan Press Service quoted Pre-
siding Bishop Edmond L. Browning
as saying he thinks the Commission’s
process is balanced and biblically and
theologically grounded with all rele-
vant social positions represented. He
said he would not “speak directly
and personally on these issues. I do
not believe at this time I am called to
interdict the dialogue.”

Browning said his own views as
priest and parent are steeped in tra-
ditional values and that one cannot
look at the modern world of sexual
abuse, drugs, the incidence of teen
suicide without “asking where it is

that we as a Church have failed.”

In response to Newark’s action,
the Prayer Book Society of the Epis-
copal Church called on Spong to re-
sign immediately.

Deacons meet scheduled

Presiding Bishop Edmond Brown-
ing and the Rev. Josephine Borgeson,
a deacon from Nevada, will speak at
an. international conference for dea-
cons in Kansas City, Mo., June 4-6.
Almost 1,000 deacons from the U.S.
and Canada are expected to attend
the conference on “Deacons in
Church and World.” For further in-
formation, write the North American
Association for the Diaconate, 14 Bea-
con St., Room 707, Boston, Mass.
02108, or call (617) 523-8522.

Advertisement

Many Hearing
Problems Can
Be Helped.

Chicago, Ill—A free offer of special inter-
est to those who hear but do not understand
words has been announced by Beltone. A
non-operating model of the smallest
Beltone aid of its kind will be given
absolutely free to anyone who sends for
this free model now.

Send for this model, it will show you how
tiny hearing help can be. It is not a real
hearing aid and it’s yours to keep free.
The actual aid weighs less than an eighth
of an ounce, and it fits completely into
the ear canal.

These models are free, so we suggest you
write for yours now. Again, we repeat, there
is no cost, and certainly no obligation. All
hearing problems are not alike and some
cannot be helped by a hearing aid but many
can. So, send for your free model now.
Thousands have already been mailed, so be
sure to send your name, address, and phone
number today to Department 4835, Beltone
Electronics, 4201 West Victoria Street,
Chicago, Illinois 60646.

Offer not valid in California.
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES
SUMMER SCHOOL
IN OXFORD

Intellectually stimulating
program with distinguished
Oxford teachers including the
Rev. Professor John
MacQuarrie.

Old Testament, New Testament,
Church History, Doctrine, Moral
and Pastoral Theology.

Stay at Lincoln College in Centre
of the University, dine in the
15th Century hall, use the lovely
Chapel.

All denominations will be

welcome.

Detailed brochure from:
Wolsey Hall Oxford, North America,
41 East 72nd Street,

New York, NY 10021.

Tel: toll free 1- 800- 527- 4927
(within NY State  (212) 734 4990)

| Wolsey Hall Oxford |
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SEE ENGLAND YOUR WAY
WITH PILGRIM’S WAY
Rent a London flat or an English country
cottage, weekly or longer stays. Indepen-
dence, space, comfort at reasonable cost.
Brochure: Pilgrim’s Way, Box 1307,
Havertown, Pa., 19083, (215) 649-1868.

Money For Your Treasury
OVER 2 MILLION
Sunflower Dishcloths
WERE SOLD LAST YEAR BY MEMBERS
OF GROUPS, SOCIETIES, CLUBS, ETC.

FOR YOUR TREASURY AND MAKE
FRIENDS FOR YOUR ORGANIZATION
SAMPLE FREE TO OFFICIAL
SANGAMON MILLS, INC., Cohoes, N.Y. 12047
Established 1915

CHURCH

Church Life
Insurance Corporation

800 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10017
212-661-6700
800-223-6602

STAINED GLASS
“SUNCATCHERS”
Episcopal Church Emblem
Handcrafted — 5"'x5%""—$12.95 pp.
ECW—The Nativity and St. Stephen’s
159 8. 2nd St., Newport, PA 17074

Proceeds to support ECW mission work
Bulk prices available

MSI Has Complete
Computer Systems for
Episcopal Churches

Software Including:

® Membership Records ¢ Contributions
® Accounting e Checkwriting

e Word processing

® Annual Parochial Report

Recommended by the National
Church Finance Department and the
Church Pension Fund.

MSI Software is used by over 1,000 clients,
including 30 Diocese and over 125 Parishes.

Call or Write Today
Church
Phone
Name
Address
City
State

Toll Free:
1-800-527-9919, ext. 0805
1-800-442-7950, ext. 0805 (TEXAS)

[M51

Z1p

Membership Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 152130
Irving, Texas 75015




Nipgon Sei Ko Kai
celebrates founding

by William F. Honaman

The Nippon Sei Ko Kai, Holy Cath-
olic Church in Japan, was founded
on Feb. 11, 1887, and 100th anniver-
sary celebrations are scheduled for
this May in Osaka where the first
Synod met.

Anglicans from around the world,
including Presiding Bishop Edmond
Browning, Archbishop of Canterbury
Robert Runcie, and the Rev. Samuel
Van Culin, secretary general of the
Anglican Consultative Council, are
among the dignitaries expected to
attend.

Bishop Channing Moore Williams,
the first Protestant missionary to en-
ter Japan, was among American and
English missionaries who helped Jap-
anese laity and a few clergy establish
the original General Synod which cre-
ated the Constitution and Canons,
approved the Prayer Book, and united
the work of the various missionary
agencies.

Japan’s major religions are Shinto-
ism and Buddhism, and Christians
today number only 1.1 million in a
population of 120 million. The Nip-
pon Sei Ko Kai has 60,000 baptized
members; 11 dioceses, each with a
Japanese bishop; and 350 clergy serv-
ing 316 churches and mission sta-
tions. The Presiding Bishop is
Christopher Kikawada.

Fewer than 20 expatriates serve the
Church today, mostly in educational
and training institutions. Through the
work and witness of its 100 related
educational institutions and 60 social
welfare agencies, the Church plays
an important part in the life of Japan.

The last Synod established guide-
lines for a study of the minority dis-
crimination problems in Japan and
how the Church can work to improve
acceptance of and assistance to those
discriminated against.

The Japanese Church now sends
Volunteers for Mission overseas to
Brazil, Canada, and the United States.
Through its annual Lenten Offering,
it supports work in Asia, Africa, and
the South Pacific as well as work
among refugees in several Asian and
African countries.

During the 100th anniversary year
the Nippon Sei Ko Kai will not only
celebrate its past, but will prepare for
its future by holding a Consultation
on Mission through which it will seek
its way in mission in the years ahead.

The Church has also issued an in-
vitation for Anglican groups to join
with it for the centennial celebration
and promises “to welcome you to
Japan.”

Adapted from a report in Anglican Informa-

tion. William F. Honaman is secretary to the
Primate of the Nippon Sei Ko Kai.

Blue Ridge Mountains.

Conferences feature some of the best minds in
the Church today, including the Presiding Bishop,
Madeleine L’Engle, and Bishop Michael Marshall.
You will learn from fellow conferees, too—layper-
sons and clergy from throughout the nation. This
summer we offer reduced rates, and a special re-
bate for team attendance at Kanuga-sponsored

conferences.

Ours is a cool and peaceful setting in Western
North Carolina, accessible by air and interstate
highway. The accommodations are comfortable,
and satisfying, nutritious meals are served in the
dining room. A daily program is offered for ages
3-15, and special rates encourage family attend-
ance. There are four chapels for worship. Free
time is part of every day—for swimming, boating,
tennis, hiking, or just rocking on the porch.

You're invited. Return the inquiry form and
we’ll send a free 24-page catalogue.

Summer Week 1, June 7-12

JUNIOR YOUNG PEOPLE’S CON-
FERENCE for grades 6-8. Theme:
Created in the Image of God to FEEL.
Coordinators: the Rev. David Fikes of
Atlanta, Georgia, and the Rev. Sheryl
Kujawa of Boston, Massachusetts.

SENIOR YOUNG PEOPLE’S CON-
FERENCE for grades 9-12. Theme: I Can
Relate. Coordinators: Joann Scott of
Pensacola, Florida, and the Rev. Mark
Johnston of Tuscaloosa, Alabama.

CONFERENCE FOR ADULTS WHO
WORK WITH YOUTH—Training and ex-
gloration coordinated by Fleur McCrocklin,

outh Coordinator, Diocese of Kentucky.

Summer Week 2, June 14-19

FLANNERY O'CONNOR’S PAR-
ABLES OF THE KINGDOM—A rich
resource for sermons and a spiritual inspi-
ration for laity. Keynoters: the Rev. Sam
Lloyd III of C‘;licago, Illinois, and the Rev.
William H. Barnwell of New Orleans,
Louisiana.

BIBLE CONFERENCE: JESUS BE-
FORE THE GOSPELS—Keynoter: The
Rev. Edward C. Hobbs, professor of New
Testament and Chairman of the Depart-
ment of Religion at Wellesley College. Co-
ordinator: the Rev. David R. Williams,
Burlington, North Carolina.

PRAYER AND PERSON: EXPLORA-
TIONS IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE—Led
by four sisters from the Episcopal Order of
St. Helena: Sisters Cintra E;’em rton,
Carol Andrew, Linda Julian, and Andrea.
Coordinator: Sarah McCrory of Columbia,
South Carolina.

CONFERENCE FEATURING
CHARLES WINTERS—Power for Minis-
try: Throu%h Baptism All Are Called. Key-
noter Charles L. Winters is on the faculty
at Loyola University. Workshops for laity
and clergy led by the Rev. Pat Sanders of
Laurel, Mississippi. Coordinator: the Rev.
Mary Adelia McLeod, Charleston, West
Virginia.

Summer Week 3, June 21-26

anuga is a crossroads of people, ideas,
and away-from-the-ordinary experiences.

This summer, sample the diversity of the
Church at this Episcopal conference center in the

Coordinator: the Very Rev. Roderic
Murray, Dean of St. Andrew’s Cathedral,
Jackson, Mississippi. Workshops for skills
training.

THE ARTS: REFLECTING GOD
WITH OUR GIFTS—A variety of liturgi-
cal arts. Keynoter: Tom Long, director of
Friends of the Groom drama group. Coor-
dinator: the Rev. Orion Davis, Memphis,
Tennessee.

CHILDREN IN THE FAMILY OF
FAITH (PRESCHOOL/PARENTING
CONFERENCE)—For those working with
}/)oung children ages 2-7. Coordinator: Dr.

oris Blazer, Furman University,
Greenville, South Carolina.

Summer Week 4, June 28-July 3

THE USE OF COMPUTERS IN THE
CHURCH—For those considering acquir-
ing a church computer and those wishing
to increase the versatility of their equip-
ment. Staff includes the Rev. Albany
Shiu-Kin To, computer de-mystifier. Coor-
dinator: the Rev. Benjamin Bosworth
Smith, Charleston, South Carolina.

CONFERENCE WITH BISHOP
MICHAEL MARSHALL—Our Anglican
Future: Living in the Spirit of Christ.
Bishop Marshall has been the featured
speaker at 30 diocesan conventions since
1984. Coordinator: Carole Ross, Lakeland,
Florida.

CONVIVENCIA: THINKING
GLOBALLY ... ACTING LOCALLY—
Co-sponsored by the Overseas Develop-
ment Office of the Episcopal Church and
includes ODO staff persons Jane Watkins
and the Rev. Al Rollins. Coordinator: Dr.
Verna Dozier, Washington, D.C.

TRAINING COURSE SPONSORED
BY THE ROYAL SCHOOL OF
CHURCH MUSIC—Eighth Annual Choir
Course for young women 10-18 years old.
Music Director: Raymond Glover, general
editor of The Hymnal 1982. Coordinator:
Brenda Pruitt, Columbia, South Carolina.

Summer Week 5, July 5-10
THE PRESIDING BISHOP AT

Rt. Rev. C. Judson Child, Jr., Bishop of
Atlanta. Coordinator: the Rt. Rev. Rogers
S. Harris, Suffragan Bishop of Upper
South Carolina.

CONFERENCE ON JEWISH/ANGLI-
CAN SPIRITUALITY—This World and
the World to Come: Encountering the
Spirituality of Another. Features Rabbi
Lawrence Kushner, Congregation Beth El
in Sudbury, Massachusetts, and the Rev.
Robert G. Trache, Immanuel Church on
the Hill, Alexandria, Virginia.

August 23-28

RENEWAL CONFERENCE: THE
HOLY SPIRIT AND THE HUMAN
HEART—Keymnoters: The Very Rev. David
and Ginny Collins, nationally known speak-
ers from Atlanta, Georgia. Music leaders:
George and Leslie Mims, pastoral musi-
cians at St. George’s Church in New York
City. Coordinator: the Rev. John M. Barr
III, Mobile, Alabama.

December 8-12

NATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON FAITH
DEVELOPMENT IN EARLY CHILD-
HOOD—Emphasizes faith development
and educational needs of children from
birth to age seven. Presentors: Dr. Lucie
W. Barber, Dr. Bettye M. Caldwell, Dr.
James W. Fowler, and Dr. Alice S. Honig.
Coordinator: Dr. Doris Blazer.

December 28-January 1, 1988

WINTERLIGHT XII YOUTH
CONFERENCE—An after-Christmas con-
ference for persons in grades 9-12.

Other programs

CAMP KANUGA FOR BOYS AND
GIRLS, June 13-August 22, five sessions
for ages 8-15.

EASTER AT KANUGA, April 14-20, a
meaningful Easter holiday in a mountain
springtime settin%

SUMMER GUEST PERIOD, July 11-
August 22, vacation with family and
friends. Pro%'rams for children, youth,
adults. Chaplain in residence.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CONFER- | KANUGA—A special opportunity for dia- SEE THE LEAVES, October 11-18,
Educators to meet ENCE WITH MADELEINE L'ENGLE | logue with Edmond Lee grownir%g ashe | fall guest period.
in Colorado —Dr. L’Engle is an award-winning reports on his year of listenin%. or laity THANKSGIVING AT KANUGA,
Episcopal writer and noted retreat leader. | and clergy. Music and liturgy led by the

The National Episcopal Educators’
Forum, sponsored by the Education
for Mission and Ministry Unit of the
Episcopal Church Center, will take
place April 21-25 in Estes Park, Colo.

Cost of the conference is $200 per
person, double occupancy, or $240
per person, single occupancy, which
includes room, board, and airport
shuttle. For further information or
registration call Barbara Taylor or John

Kanuga, Office E
Postal Drawer 250

Name

For a free program catalogue return this form to:

Kanuaa

Hendersonville, N.C. 28793

November 25-29, special holiday program.
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AN
EPISCOPAL
CENTER

-

Address, Zip

Vogelsang at the the Episcopal Church
Center, (212) 867-8400.
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in Interpretation of
the Easter Narratives

“An examination of the resurrection
traditions of the New Testament
that will challenge and revitalize the
faith of every Christian.”

—Herman C, Waetjen

“A fine book, a careful reading of
which will stimulate worship,
thought, and action.”

—Donald Coggan

“With characteristic energy, excite-
ment, and intelligence, Provost Perry
examines the Biblical records of the
resurrection appearances and the
scholarship about them....For Perry
the significant question of what
happened is asked and answered only
to face the more difficult one of
what difference does it make.”

— Verna J. Dozier

Paper, 48.95

I At your bookstore, or write:

ik WM. B. EERDMANS
smmis I8 B N PUBLISHING CO.

255 JEFFERSON AVE. S.E. / GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 49503

Cloisonne Church Emblem

NECKLACE
16"’ Sterling $9:95 $8.95
Ah 18" Sterling  $38:95 $9.95
P 18" Silverplated $—6-95 $4.95
Lapel Pin $-4:96 $2.95
Charm $4:95 $2.95
Key Holder $-3-60 $2.00
Purse $4:00 $2.00

(folded size 7%2”’ x 3")
:II Plus Postage and Handling
.95
Order: PAN ASIA PRODUCT CO.
P.O. Box 49182
Atlanta, GA 30359

VOYAGE INTO ENGLAND

Explore historical and literary England on a
comfortable canal-boat. Ancient towns, lovely
country and famoussites are uniquely accessible
from 2,000 miles of peaceful waterways. Four
guestsenjoy the personal attention of skipper-
historian, (Ph.D. Harvard.) $445 weekly, all
meals included. England Afloat, Box 2083E,
Springfield, Mass. 01101. Tele. 413-736-5937.
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The Last Supper continues

Strength for life where God has placed us

by John B. Coburn

The Last Supper is really the First
Supper. The Last Supper was the
first in a series of suppers that has
been going on for 2,000 years in ev-
ery tongue and in every land, sup-
pers where all sorts and conditions of
men and women and children—high
and low, rich and poor, kings and
beggars—have gathered together to
take bread, to eat it, to bless the cup
and drink it, to declare once again
that now in Christ they have a new
relationship to God; they are His chil-
dren, members of His body and in-
heritors of His Kingdom.

Whatever the variety of forms by
which this service is celebrated, they
all strike this common note: Jesus
Christ is here. He is here in this
community of people. He is here in
the worshiping community. He is
here, an inner spiritual presence in
an outward form. How did we get
this sense of His presence?

For most Christian people today,
the one conscious, corporate activity
in which they take part is the one-
hour weekly service of worship. It
should, therefore, be their “spiritual”
high point of the week in the sense
that they are in this gathering re-
minded once again who they are as
God’s children and are renewed in
the Spirit, both by the preaching of
the Word “to their condition” and by
their Eucharist offering, and so are

strengthened for their daily life in the |

world where God has placed them.

If the worship is “in spirit and in
truth,” then vitality exists. If there is
dis-spiritedness and form or falsity,
then worship does not occur. It is as
simple—and aweful—as that.

It means we are meant to bring our
authentic selves to worship—no pre-
tend selves, show selves, phony
selves. Or if we do, it is to rid our-
selves of them by asking forgive-
ness as we confess our sins, to lay
before God where “'the truth is not in
us,” and expectantly in hope to
have—by faith—a new, open, clear,
clean, vigorous life.

Worship in one form or another,
identity with the people of God, has
always been the central, essential part
of the Christian life. Every act of
worship is an act whereby we set
forth once again what the new Cov-

enant means, what the new relation-
ship with God is.

This is a very simple act—an act
that we do together and one that
has three steps. The first is an act of
remembrance. How do you remember
Jesus? . . .You may remember Him
and think of Him primarily as some-
one whose presence is comforting,
reassuring, strengthening. You know
your ultimate security is in Him. Or,
when you think of Him, you may
think of Him rather uneasily with a
conscience that is not quite at ease
with itself. . . .He does not ever let
you get away with being content with
your life. He keeps goading you,
pulling you, tugging you, judging
you. Or maybe you remember Him
as one who above all else has for-
given you and who has therefore
strengthened you and encouraged
you. ..

The service is also an act of thanks-
giving. .. .”Feed on Him in your
hearts with thanksgiving.”. . .

Finally, the Eucharist is an act of
hope and expectancy. We do not know
now precisely how we shall see Him,
in what form “face to face” means,
but by faith we are confident that we
shall see Him. The presence is what
counts—not the appearance. . . .

So we can go on with buoyancy,
with confidence, with infinite hope.
We then know all things do indeed
work together for good as we love
God. Our worship is our expression
of our love. So it is in remembering
Christ, thanking Him, expecting Him. -
It is remembering people loved and
loving, thanking them, expecting to
be one with them “in spirit and in
truth”’—forever.

John B. Coburn recently retired as Bishop of
Massachusetts. His remarks are excerpted
from The Story of Jesus Christ and Your
Story published by Forward Movement Pub-
lications. They were originally part of a
series by the same name sponsored by the
Episcopal Radio-TV Foundation.

Evangelism meet set for New Orleans

A number of prominent Episcopa-
lians are among leaders of this
summer’s meeting of the North Amer-
ican Congress on the Holy Spirit and
World Evangelization to be held in
New Orleans, La., July 22-26.

Planners expect about 40,000 regis-
trants from some 40 denominations
for plenary sessions held in the
Superdome, denominational gather-
ings, and 108 workshops. Episcopa-
lians who will lead nine workshops
include: Dean David Collins, Presi-
dent of the House of Deputies; the
Rev. Elizabeth E. Turner, Episcopal
Church Center assistant ecumenical
officer, and her husband the Rev.
Philip Turner; Dean John Rodgers of
Trinity School for Ministry; Canon
John Howe; the Rev. John Guest;
the Rev. Philip Zampino; Canon
Dennis Bennett and his. wife Rita;
and Canon Michael Harper.

The Rev. Everett Fullam, Harper,
and Dennis and Rita Bennett are listed
as speakers as are Pat and Shirley
Boone, Oral Roberts, James Robison,
and others. Presiding Bishop Edmond
Browning will address one of the
morning sessions for Episcopalians.

Special events include a three-day

youth program, an exhibition hall
and bookstore, a ““Christian Mardi
Gras-type” parade, a Ladies’ Break-
fast sponsored by the Women’s Aglow
organization, and a Full Gospel Busi-
ness Men’s breakfast.

Registration forms are available
from '87 Congress Office, Charismatic
Renewal Services, 237 N. Michigan
St., South Bend, Ind. 46601, or phone
(800) JESUS-90 or (219) 234-6021.

Remember:
AGE IN
ACTION
MAY 3

For information on parish activities,

write Episcopal Society for Ministry

on Aging (ESMA), R.D. 4, Box 146-A,
Milford, N.J.

“BURIAL IN THE CHURCH #ot from THE CHURCH”

The Reverend John D. Lane, Rector, Church of the Holy Comforter, New Orleans, La. 70122

our chapel.”

This is a beautiful example of the artistry and craftsmanship of the lay member, Phelps D.
Muvdock, using the Armento Starter Sets of 8 niches each, with the Leaf faceplates.

Copyright 2024. Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society. Permission required for reuse and publication.

“My daughter’s untimely demise at age 29, and
the resulting memorial gifts, and her request for crema-
tion, were the catalyst that encouraged me to investi-
gate the installation of a columbarium.

My research led to Armento Liturgical Arts,
who provided brochures of designs and plans which we
might choose. As Chairman of the Columbarium
Committee, with Vestry approval, and continued en-
couragement of our priest, Fr. Lewis T. Johnston, I
designed and built the columbarium around 16 niches
from Armento Liturgical Arts. The design allows for an
expansion of 32 additional niches.

The columbarium is in complete harmony with

Phelps P. Murdock
Columbarium Chairman
St. Peter’s Church

Rev. Lewss T. Johnston
Rector

Kansas City, Mo. 64114

AQM Armento Liturgical Arts
Iq] I : : 1011 Military Road
L l%ﬂﬂ Buffalo, NY 14217
A8  Phone: 716/875-2423
Write for FREE Kit of Information



Conditions worsenin
for poor in U.S.,
bishop tells urban caucus

by Willmar Thorkelson

The Bishop of Washington says a
black infant born five miles from the
White House today is more likely to
die in the first year of his or her life
than an infant born in Trinidad and
Tobago or in Honduras or Kenya.

Bishop John T. Walker cited this
example to show that in many cases
conditions have not improved—but
have worsened—since the Episcopal
Urban Caucus held a series of hear-
ings across the nation in 1977. Speak-
ing at the seventh assembly of the
Caucus in St. Paul, Minn., Walker
said that almost every urban center
has an increased number of home-
less, hungry, and unemployed peo-

le.

g The bishop charged that under the
Reagan administration ““we have seen
every program that aids the have-
nots discredited. All the gains of la-
bor wrought in the 1930’s and 1940’s
are labeled as Marxist welfare stat-
ism. . . .More black people are unem-
ployed, more farmers are bankrupt,
more children dying in infancy. We
spend trillions on the weapons of
death and at the same time we seek
everywhere to deny assistance to the
poor for abortions and then starve
those unlucky enough to be born.”

And “in conjunction with the
Vatican,”” he said, ““the United States
espouses programs in places like
Kenya that would deny to women
the right to use artificial birth control
techniques.” Kenya, since 1960, has
already doubled its population twice
and will double it a third time before
1990. “We will in the very near future
on the African continent see people
starving to death that will make the
Ethiopian thing last year and the year
before seem like a child’s birthday
party,” he declared.

Walker, who said racism is on

the rise again, said military spending
for the war in Vietnam “brought an
end to the dreams of the poor,white,
and black. Cities were turned over to
blacks as the white exodus begun in
1946 was completed. Black politicians
took over bankrupt cities as the major
sources of revenue followed white
people to the suburbs.”

As the industrial base moved away,
Walker said, “unemployment grew,
there was a dramatic increase in black
incarcerations, educational systems
deteriorated, infant mortality rose,
and there was a traumatic increase in
racism and violence.”

Many city parishes sold their prop-
erties to non-Episcopal congrega-
tions. “A few bishops, notable ones
such as Michigan, Ohio, Southern
Ohio, and New York, refused to al-
low church properties to be sold,
insisting the Church remain in the

city and be a witnessing, advocating
Church where it was. Where church
properties were held, the local church
frequently became the recipient of
General Convention Special Program
grants and entered fully into the ef-
fort to hold the line against total
decay of the cities.”

Walker, noting that only three bish-
ops, himself among them, were at-
tending the Urban Caucus meeting,
said the Urban Bishops’ Coalition
should be revived and the Episcopal
Urban Caucus needs to broaden its
base by strengthening diocesan
groups that form the Caucus.During
the question period, Walker said gov-
ernment “‘must not be let off the

- hook” when it comes to feeding the

hungry and housing the homeless.
President Reagan suggested such a
role for the Churches, he said, but
“we cannot house all the homeless,
and even if we could, we should not.
It is too large a task. A large number
of the homeless in Washington are
there because of actions of the
government.”’

Willmar Thorkelson is a Minnesota-based
journalist.

And in other Caucus business

by Barbara Braver

The Episcopal Urban Caucus gath-
ering was evidence of church-
members’ continuing commitment to
urban ministry, but it also showed
the difficulty of holding together a
scattered group of people with di-
verse interests and scant operating
funds.

Some 125 people came to St. Paul,
Minn., to hear Bishop John Walker
(see accompanying story) and Dr.
Lisa Peattie from Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology who said the
Church'’s vision of the city as a hu-
man community is vitally needed to
balance city planners’ views of it as
an economic or political unit.

Conference-goers heard that the
Caucus granted $35,000 to 12 groups
involved in a broad spectrum of ur-
ban ministry, including an AIDS task

force of the Union of Black Episcopa-
lians, the Twin Cities Indian hospital
chaplaincy program, and the Ecu-
menical Working Group of Asian Pa-
cific Americans.

Community reinvestment, apart-
heid, welfare reform, women’s urban
ministries, and music as mission were
among workshops offered. Bishop
Robert Anderson of Minnesota pre-
sided at the Assembly Eucharist, and
the Rev. Steven Charleston preached.
The Rev. Nan Peete of Indianapolis
offered daily worship and medita-
tions.

The Caucus, which declared hous-
ing a priority, passed resolutions on
handicapped access and welfare re-
form and voted against the concept
of “English as an official language.”

The Caucus elected Bishop Mellick
Belshaw of New Jersey president.

Delaware parish
begins grant-making

The people of Immanuel Church in -

Wilmington, Del., are planning to
give away a lot of money. Not long
ago they gave a check for $210,000 to
the Episcopal Church Home in
Wilmington to establish an endow-
ment fund for financial assistance for
residents. The amount represents a
tithe of a bequest from a church mem-
ber and former resident of the home,
Sophie Kendall.

Kendall and parishioner Gethel
Seeley have left a total of $2.3 million
to the parish, which created the Isaiah-
Matthew Fund to administer its dis-
tribution to causes of social and evan-
gelistic human need.

The vestry established the fund
following a 10-month study by an ad
hoc committee which surveyed other
churches and organizations experi-
enced in handling endowments. Eight
parishioners oversee and administer
the fund, and subcommittees for lo-
cal, national, and international con-
cerns process grant applications. Pa-
rishioners will be involved in every
phase of the fund’s programs and
projects.

The fund’s mission statement
names two biblical principles Im-
manuel will use in making grants:
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of
all nations” (Matt. 28:19) and “Is this
not what I require of you. . .to share
your bread with the hungry and bring
the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover
him 20

Spanish catalog offered

The American Bible Society offers
Catalogo de las Sagradas Escrituras en
Espanol (Catalog of the Holy Scrip-
tures in Spanish). Listings include Bi-

‘bles, scholarly works, and publica-

tions for children, new readers, and
the visually impaired. Write the Amer-
ican Bible Society, Box 5656, Grand
Central Station, New York, N.Y.
10163.

Now there
are two...

The Episcopal Eucharistic
Lectionary is now available in
two editions — Revised
Standard Version or New
English Bible!

Both editions contain all Collects
(both traditional and contemporary);
Propers for all Sundays; principal
Feast Days; Holy Days for yearly
cycles A, B and C; and a listing of
appointed Psalms. They are
available in stitch-bound pew copies
and/or spiral-bound clergy/lay reader
copies, professionally printed with
clear, easy-to-read type and durable,
attractive covers.

ORDER NOW!

1 - 9 stitch-bound .......... $10.00 ea.
10 - 99 stitch-bound .......... 9.00 ea.
100 or more stitch-bound . .... 8.00 ea.
Spiral-bound . s v e 12.00 ea.

*Please specify RSV or NEB edition.
1-(800)-255-1382, Ext. 335
EPISCOPAL EUCHARISTIC LECTIONARY
ST. MARKS' CHURCH
2040 Westridge ® Wichita, KS 67203

PIOPLIR)

PEOPLE PLUS, A SPIRIT-FILLED EXPERI-
ENCEIN FAITH FORMATION FOR PRE-
ADOLESCENTS, ISAN OPPORTUNITY TO:

e Increase Feelings of Self-Worth.

e Discover Jesus as a Personal Friend.
* Discuss Loving Ourselves and Others.
¢ Have a Whole Lot of Fun!

PEOPLE PLUS is excellent preparation
for confirmation, appropriate for ecumen-
ical groups, an exciting opportunity for
shared ministry.

THE PEOPLE PLUS MANUAL presents
the information needed to conduct the
program. For program brochure and or-
dering information contact:

PEOPLE PLUS, INC.
7216 Valley Drive
Bettendorf, lowa 52722
(319) 332-4820

Contains 27 indexes for the Book of Common Prayer

I % Bible index also available - $3.49

f Find References Faster and Easier
INDEX GUIDE CO., PO Box 105, Laurium, MI 49913

f/inEASYtoﬁnd JNDEX GUIDE Ny
gy For the BOOK of

, //? COMMON PRAYER $295.x
{ /

QUALITY “CUSTOM” CLOISONNE
T ] ENAMEL PINS
‘ ' Produced To Your Own Design
Lapel Pins + Medallions + Charms
Call For Brochure And Prices - 515-573-8265
THE PIN PLACE
1508 11th Ave. No. Fort Dodge, IA 50501

UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY for
mature, experienced priest. Small
parish in Mexican resort city needs

rector immediately. Contact ST.
MICHAEL'S SEARCH COMMITTEE;
APARTADO 178; CUERNAVACA,

MORELOS; 62000 MEXICO.

Cathedral Residencies
Jacksonville, Fl
Retirement Community

Affordable, comfortable one bed-
room and efficiency apartments.
Rent includes utilities. Full sched-
ule of activities offered. Food service and
homemaker services available. Conveniently
located in the downtown area with easy access
to public transportation. Sponsored by St. John's
Episcopal Cathedral. Direct inquiries to 601
North Newnan St., Jacksonville, Fla. 32202 or
call (904) 356-5507.

Cathedral View
at Wells in England

Overlook and enjoy the peace
of an English cathedral green or
delight in the bustle of an En-
glish country market town b
renting my apartment in Wells
in the county of Somerset in
England. Just minutes away
from good eating places and
shopping,  wit mystical
Glastonbury and the charming
regency city of Bath both close
by. London onlgl 1 % hours
away. Comfortably furnished,
fully-equipped for two. Gas hot
water, central heating. One twin
bedroom, living room, kitchen,
bathroom ($750 per month).
Owned by a former member of
Trinity Church, Moorestown,
N.J., now making her home in
England.
More details from:
Mrs. Shirley D. Burwell
4 Blackwell Hill
West Hunsbury, Northampton,

England.
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eGERMANY-AUSTRIA- SWITZERLAND
With the Rev. Kerry Robb, St. Mark’s Epis-
copal Church, Palm Beach Gardens, FL. 16
Days—Depart July 17, 1987.

®HOLY LAND & ROUTE OF THE HOLY
FAMILY (Egypt)

With the Diocese of Alaska from New York.
16 Days—Depart May 14, 1987.

For details write or call:
12872 Biscayne Blvd., Miami, Fla. 33181

(305) 893-4000

TRAEL SERVICE. NC S5

2>
o —

VOCATION DISCOVERY
June 29th - July 12th, 1987

An (l){pﬁgortunitz' for women considering
the Religious Life to share in worship,
work, study, recreation with the Sisters
of the Community of the Holy Spirit.
Write to: .

The Sister-in-Charge of Vocation
Discovery Program
Community of the Holy Spirit
Melrose
RD#2, Federal Hill Road
Brewster, New York 10509

SEXUAL ETHICS FORUM

In an effort to give as many people
as possible an opportunity to respond,
we have considerably shortened these
responses. We are unable to print
manuscripts on the subject. Complete
copies of all letters have been for-
warded to the Commission on Human
Affairs and Health. —The Editors

EPISCOPALIAN
brings the Church HOME

To subscribe, write:
The Episcopalian, 1201 Chestnut St.
Philadelphia, PA 19107

HOSPITAL CHAPLAIN
Newly-created, challenging position
in a 280-bed acute care hospital.
Duties include pastoral and spiri-
tual care for patients, families, and
hospital staff and coordination of
chaplaincy program. Applicants
must hold college and seminary de-
grees, be ordained, and beyond or-
dination, have 3 years of experience
in the parish ministry. Chaplaincy
experience preferred. Resumes
should be sent to: Personnel Direc-
tor, Blessing Hospital, 1005 Broad-
way, Quincy, Ill. 62301.

Phone: (215) 564-2010

ring
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close friends.

At GreerCrest . . .

house.

Your best years

I-Come Visit Us!

Retirement at GreerCrest

The Joy of Companionship

oneliness is a forgotten word when you live at

GreerCrest. While you reside in the privacy of

your own townhouse or apartment, good friends
and companionship surround you.

Share a brisk walk along footpaths in beautiful fox-hunt
country. Relax in comfortable lounges -- hospitable
gathering places for coffee or tea and lively discussion.

Join your neighbors for shopping, scheduled tours, enter-
tainment in the 200 seat auditorium or worship in the chapel.
These are all yours to enjoy with an active community. of

enjoy life like never before

« Invite old friends for a visit and pleasant stay in our guest

« Exercise at the fitness center and swim in the outdoor pool.
» Cultivate your own vegetable and flower garden.
... All with a fully-refundable financial investment.

will be spent at...

Mail this coupon or call (914) 677-5036 for a copy of our brochure. If
you would like to make an appointment to see GreerCrest, call us today.

Phone ( )

City

State Zip

|
|
|
|
: Name
I
|
|

GREERCREST « BOX D-E4 « MILLBROOK, NEW YORK 12545

R e e s s o s i g s e
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Sex, Society,
and the Church

As a social realist Spong is asking us to
recognize the sexual revolution as a fait
accompli and urging us to accept it. Do we
cooperate with the prevailing powers that
be and save ourselves, or do we tough it out
and brave martyrdom? It would seem Jesus,
who died on the cross for righteousness’
sake, expected His Church to suffer in this
world likewise. If Spong is right in saying
polygamy was the norm in Jesus’ day, we
have Jesus to blame for imposing monog-
amy on us, and He told us it’s a sin [for
married men] to look at another woman
lustfully. Are we following the teaching of
Jesus Christ, or are we not? If we are not, we
need to change. If we are, then we need to
affirm it and reaffirm it.
Jansen String
Jacksonville, Fla.

Bishop Spong argues that the society around

us does not uphold or practice our Christian

sexual code, which is an invalid argument

for evaluating Christian faith and practice.
Society doesn’t tithe, either!

Jack M. Tench

Oak Harbor, Wash.

The Word of God speaks to us today, and
yet we have Man suggesting the Word of
God [may] not apply to the world today
because, after all, so many people break
God’s laws! Is the Bible the Word of God?
You either agree or disagree. Hadn't we
better start preaching and teaching in our
churches that the Bible says to lead god!y
and moral lives?
E. D. and Rose Bryan
Dover, Del.

The Episcopal establishment rides the fence
again in refusing to uphold God’s Holy
Word as an absolute guide on sexual behav-
ior. Are we to assume that so-called biblical
scholars are telling us that Jesus Christ is a
liar and His standards of sexual conduct
cannot fit into our times? :

Randy W. Lutz

Hickory, N.C.

Decision by consensus?

The mind of the Spirit-filled Christian bog-
gles at the questions Bishop Spong raises in
his exercise on sexual ethics, to say nothing
of the answers his phraseology implies.
There isn’t a Bible-believing Christian who
could accept the prospect of consulting a
consensus to determine the course of action
the Church should take on such matters.
Almost obscured by Spong'’s torrent of ques-
tions is the brief shaft of light which should
have been the headline: “Has the world
become so corrupt, so decadent, that de-
bauchery has become the norm? If that is a
proper conclusion, then the Church should
speak a mighty word of condemnation to
this generation.” Yes and Amen!
Robert L. Baldwin
Naples, Fla.

Appreciates inquiring attitude

You are to be commended for your courage
in suggesting we open discussion on sexual
ethics with the possibility the Church might
want to consider some alternative to the
existing prevailing views. As a sex educator
1 deal daily with the questions your article
asked. | appreciate the open and inquiring
attitude you have put forth around this
sensitive subject.
Carol McClelland
Madras, Ore.

Copyright 2024. Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society. Permission required for reuse and publication.

Truth and Sin

How could you? How could you allow such
an article to appear? Truth is truth. It stands
and does not change through the centuries.
Jesus’ word is the same, yesterday, today,
and forever.
Ruth Wickel
Lansdale, Pa.

Whatever became of sin? Sinners, whatever

their stripe, should not be summarily locked

out, but counseled and brought to repen-
tance.

Elizabeth Hold

Phillipsburg, N.J.

Jesus was more tolerant toward sins of the
flesh than toward sins of the spirit. He came
down hard on such sins as hypocrisy, self-
righteousness, and indifference to human
suffering. His final admonition to the woman
taken in adultery—'“Neither do I-condemn
you; go and sin no more’’—is usually over-

looked. Is anyone surprised society finds it
difficult to support [the Church’s] standard

of sexual morality?
Henry H. Chapman

Asheville, N.C.

| guess the liberal intellectuals within the
Church would like to have us believe God
has suddenly changed His mind and the Ten
Commandments have somehow become
obsolete for the 20th-century Christian. |
believe in the God who is the same yester-
day, today, and always. Sin is sin from
creation to the end of time. God loves us all,
but whom He loves, He also chastises.
Lucille Jones
Piscataway, N.J.

I do not find anything in the Scriptures that
states the standard of conduct Jesus upheld
was to be in effect only until the late 20th
century when the people’s social customs
indicated the rules should be relaxed. The
answer to today’s problems lies not in re-
laxing the commandments. We may sin and
be forgiven, but never should we think we
have no sin because we have decided to
dilute the Lord’s plain words. That course is
disastrous for the Church.
William A. Petersen
Davenport, lowa

Fallen man cannot in his own strength live

up to the demands of a righteous God. He

always falls short. Christ came into the

world to save sinners, not to change the
demands of God.

Richard Gray

Fair Haven, N_J.

People have inherited the taint of original
sin which constantly seeks to drag the char-
acter of people’s lives down, away from
perfection. Our Church’s faith [should] not
be compromised in principle in such arti-
cles as you publish.
John J. Hancock
Los Angeles, Calif.

What would Christ think?

I will agree “'the field of human sexuality is
not a simple, uncomplicated arena where
moral precepts are easy to formulate or
follow,” but it hasn’t become any more
complicated than it was at the time of
Christ. As a 16-year-old female | am faced
with a lot of questions about sexual ethics
daily, and part of what guides me is this
question: “What would Christ think?”’ |
would ask you to ask this same question of
yourselves.
Katherine Comegys
Au Sable Forks, N.Y.

TV or the Church?
I know where John Spong got his ideas. |

- saw the same Phil Donahue show. At the

time |- thought it was just more muddle-

headed pop-sociology. | didn't realize it

was going to show up as a serious theolog-
ical argument.

Charles Aldrich

Eagar, Ariz.

Continued on page 30



Jack Gorsuch:
A dream led him
on a spiritual search

by Alan Conner

The rector of a Seattle, Wash., par-
ish had a dream that set in motion a
plan for spiritual development to help
people explore, develop, and affirm
the place of God in their lives regard-
less of their religious affiliation.

The program began with an event
which was hardly less than a revela-
tion. The Rev. Jack Gorsuch was rec-
tor of Epiphany Church, had been a
candidate for Bishop of Olympia, and
was now being considered for Bishop
of Indianapolis. Then he had a dream.

“l saw myself vested in the cloak
and mitre of a bishop, and all of a
sudden they went up in smoke,” he
recalls. ““In their place was a child full
of light.”

So vivid and unforgettable was the
dream that he called Indianapolis and
asked to be taken out of consider-
ation for bishop. He had other work
to do. “I took an inner turn, and I've
been on an inner journey ever since.”

One Sunday Gorsuch announced
to his congregation that he was leav-
ing parish ministry to start the Center
for Spiritual Development to nurture
spiritual growth. “There’s a tremen-

dous interest bubbling up in spiritu-.

ality. People want to open themselves
to God, and I want to offer a ministry
which will assist the Church and in-
dividuals with that search.”

Gorsuch’s life and ministry had
been influenced by the work of the
great Christian mystics, including
Thomas Merton who said, ““Since God
is present within man and offers him-
self as a gift to him, man can only
seek and be aware of Him by
listening.”

The interest in spirituality, Gorsuch
says, is a revival of a religious tradi-
tion that traces its roots to Christian
mystics and contemplatives such as
St. Augustine, St. John of the Cross,
and St. Teresa of Avila. “The yearn-
ing for interior peace and union with
God is the flip side of the ‘born again’
movement which revitalized evangel-
ical churches in the 1970’s although
its currents are much more complex
and run more deeply.”

Fundamental to his work is the
notion that spiritual growth needs to
start where people are. “Our classes
begin by exploring what draws peo-
ple to God; and then we try to sort
out their honest resistances which
include being afraid that if they get
too close to God they will have to
give up everything they enjoy, lose
control of their lives, or automatically
become martyrs. Usually only after
we work with those issues do we
help people learn how to develop
their prayer and meditation lives and
deepen their practice of the presence
of God.”

Gorsuch began his new ministry in
June of 1985 with spaee in Leffler
House, located next door to St. Mark’s
Cathedral. “The way the people of
the area, of many communions as
well as the Episcopal, have responded
is most heartening,” says Bishop
Robert D. Cochrane of Olympia. “The
reception has been far ahead of Jack’s
most optimistic expectations. The in-
terest which has been ignited in the
spiritual journey here promises well
for similar work to be done in other

areas.”

The Center’s curriculum, which in-
cludes individual consultation, spiri-
tual direction, courses, conferences,
classes, forums, lectures, quiet days,
and retreats, draws upon a tradition
of contemplative prayer and medita-
tion which was known in Old Testa-
ment days and during Christ’s life. It
flowered in the early years of the
Church and continued down through
the centuries with the great mystics
like St. Francis and many others,
illuminated by the life and works of
Thomas Merton in our century.

Gorsuch, a graduate of Yale Divin-
ity School, began the serious study
and practice of contemplative prayer
and meditation in the mid 1970’s. On
sabbatical, he spent time at a
Benedictine monastery in New Mex-
ico, at an Ashram in California, and
at the Shalem Institute for Spiritual
Formation in Washington, D.C.,
where he was trained as a spiritual
director by Anglican, Roman Catho-
lic, and Protestant clergy and by psy-
chotherapists. Here he increasingly
felt called to guide people in their
spiritual journeys.

He is helped in his work at the
Center by his wife Beverly, a gradu-
ate of Yale Divinity School, who has
had extensive training and experi-
ence in psychoanalytical psychother-
apy and has a private practice in
Seattle.

Further information on the work can be
had from The Center for Spiritual Devel-

opment, 1245 Tenth Ave. E., Seattle, Wash.
98102.

Alan Conner is the Sausalito, Calif., pub-
lisher of llluminations.

English choir tours U.S.

The choir of men and boys of
England’s famous York Minster be-
gins a two-week, six-state tour of the
U.S. beginning March 22 at Christ
Episcopal Church, Oyster Bay, N.Y.

The choir school at York Minster
dates from 637, 10 years after the first
Christian church was built on the
site. The present choir includes 20
boys and 13 adults led by Paul Moore.

Other Episcopal churches on the
tourinclude: St. Mark’s, New Canaan,
Conn., March 23; All Saints’,
Worcester, Mass., March 24; Trinity,
Swarthmore, Pa., March 26; St. John
the Baptist, York, Pa., March 28; St.
John’s, Lancaster (Columbus), Ohio,
March 30; St. Paul’s Cathedral, Peoria,
Ill., March 31; and their final concert
at St. Mark’s Cathedral, Minneapolis,
Minn., April 5. They will sing other
concerts in Des Moines and Decorah,
Iowa; Lincoln, Neb.; Erie and
Bethlehem, Pa.; and Trenton, N.J.
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Camp staff positions
Bishopswood, Episcopal Diocesan
Camp on Lake Megunticook near
Camden, ME. Positions: Faith De-
velopment Specialist, ASL Inter-
preter, Waterfront Director, Cabin
Counselors/Activity Leaders: water-
front, dance, crafts, sports, outdoor
living skills, ropes course, sign lan-
guage, music and drama, house-
keeping and kitchen helpers. 9 week
session. Minimum 18 years old. In-
quiries to Georgia L. Koch, 143 State
St., Portland, ME 04101.

BISHOP WHITE
PARISH LIBRARY ASSOC.

Provides money for book grants to
parish libraries & clergy. Send requests
stating whetherpersonal ﬁgpafish grant,
reason for request and endorsement
from your Bishop to: BISHOP WHITE
PARISH LIBRARY ASSOCIATION,
c/o The Rev. Bernard L. Maguire, 224
Flourtown Road, Plymouth Meeting,
PA 19462.

yal blue imprint on white apro

ljustable neck strap
‘ long x 24" wide

Quality crafted in New Yo
Money Back Guarant:
Quantity inquiries invited®:

. Apron E501 or E502: $9.00, including
elivery. Two aprons: $16.00, Six aprons:
42 .00. Please specify color(s) desired &
nclude street address for UPS delivery.
'O. Boxes shipped 3rd class mail

nless 1st class requested at $0.50 per
apron). New York residents add sales tax.

a and Hawaii. add $0.50 per apron. or for UPS
#:add $3.00 for 1-2 aprons. $6.00 for 6 aprons.

‘,i_

COLLINGTON OFFERS:

Annapolis, MD

Name

The Measure o
Excellence in

Adult Community Living
NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION

COLLINGTON, which will open in 1988. is a non-sectarian life
care community located on 128 acres of beautiful countryside in
Largo, Maryland. More than three fourths of its 300 units are now
reserved. The community will provide residents with a gracious and
secure, yet independent, lifestyle. It offers a wide variety of housing
alternatives. Nursing care, if needed, is included at no extra cost.

® [ndependent and gracious living
® Physical and emotional security
® Easy access to Washington, D.C.. Baltimore and

COLLINGTON'S services include up to three meals per day in the
dining room, housekeeping, home maintenance, immediate assistance
in an emergency, 24-hour security, and shuttle service to selected
events and places of general interest.

Outdoor recreation at COLLINGTON can include cycling, walking
and birdwatching along woodland trails, canoeing on the lake, and
putting on the practice green. Ample space is available for gardening.
Indoors, areas are provided for woodworking, creative arts, and exer-
cise. A whirlpool and a 75-foot heated swimming pool are highlights
of the many benefits of the Wellness Center. All this and nearby golf
courses and racquet facilities provide the active senior adult with
many ways to continue to live a vigorous life.

If you are looking for a gracious and caring atmosphere, with unique
financial alternatives — COLLINGTON is for you!

...........................................................

Yes, Please send me additional information on the living options at
COLLINGTON'S adult community.

Address

City

State Zip

Phone ( )

SEND TO:

Collington Episcopal Life Care Community, Inc.
4601 Presidents Drive (Route 704). Suite 133
Lanham, Maryland 20706
(301) 731-6040

EP:
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by Rebecca Christian

When The Graduate came out, it
carried an “R” rating. I was 15, and
my parents forbade me to see it.
Imagine my mortification at having
to admit that to my steady, a sophis-
ticated gent of 17 who drove a blue
Karmann Ghia and could go to any
movie he pleased.

Parental Guidance: Tips

In due time I did see The Graduate, § e

and though today the heat it gener-
ated would be too subtle to put much
of a rating on, I still think it's pretty
steamy. Anne Bancroft as the unfor-
gettable Mrs. Robinson was one of
the sultriest vipers ever to slither
across the screen, and an impossibly
young Dustin Hoffman played a bril-
liant Red Riding Hood to her Big Bad
Wolf.

Now trying to guide my own chil-
dren through TV World, a catch-all
term my poet friend coined to in-
clude not only TV, theater movies,
and video-cassettes, I know where
my parents were coming from.

The trouble is that although cellu-
loid remains as powerful as ever, the
guidelines are fuzzier now. So few
movies have a “G” rating. And if My
Little Pony and The Care Bears are
representative, then the category
should be changed to “T" (for treacly).
The “PG-13” rating (parental guid-
ance suggested for children under 13)
has helped a little since it means the
film will almost certainly contain some
combination of meaningless and ex-
ploitative violence, profanity, and sex.
Here a rape, there a decapitation,
everywhere an expletive.

But “PG” has limitations. A 9-year-
old we know watched in fascinated
horror a character who doffed and
donned interchangeable heads in the
“PG” rated Return to Oz and had the
heebie-jeebies for several sleepless
weeks. And in “PG” rated Top Gun to
which my husband took our three
kids one Sunday afternoon to escape

the summer heat, he and our 7-year-
old daughter found themselves em-
barrassed by a scene hotter than the
93 degrees outside. (The two younger
ones promptly fell asleep, bless their
hearts.)

As a result of all the confusion and
effort involved, many parents throw
up their hands and figure anything
with a “PG” rating is okay. Curiously
enough some think a movie must be
okay if there are children in it. I
would remind them that Lolita was a
child.

Poor as the rating is, though, “pa-
rental guidance is suggested” still
means just that. Each parent has to
draw a personal and probably arbi-
trary line over which his or her kids
can’t step. My friend Sharon, a de-
lightful libertine who has nothing
against a bare bosom or bum now
and then—in fact, the more the mer-
rier—won’t let her kids watch The
Brady Bunch because she’s convinced
children weaned on sit-coms will
grow up to find Bertolt Brecht annoy-
ing.

%’m not so sure. I think a little junk
balances the entertainment diet just

as red jello with a large dollop of
whipped, non-dairy type processed
food matter helps the brussel sprouts
slide down. How else can I rational-
ize my otherwise reasonably alert
daughter’s fascination with The Fly-
ing Nun? 1 can only comfort myself
that she enjoyed the Des Moines
Metro Opera’s Falstaff with equal zeal.
Still I understand what Sharon re-
fers to as 1.Q., Inanity Quotient. I
would much rather take a teenager to
see one of the essentially serious mov-
ies that Federico Fellini or genius
creep Roman Polanski directed—sen-
suality, grotesquerie, despair, and
all—than drop them off at one of the
revolting Porky movies to snigger
about who's going to get the demean-
ing “it” first. Anyway, for sheer erot-
icism, the sight of a fully-clothed
Nastassia Kinski eating a strawberry
in Polanski’s Tess makes anything in
Porky’s look like kissing your sister.
Because standards vary, even ask-
ing other parents for recommenda-
tions can backfire. We heard several
hearty endorsements for The Goonies
but were dismayed by the scene
where roughhousing causes a nude

N

statue to lose an essential member
and the ensuing attempts at repair.
The language was also rough. I admit
I've been known to let rip with a
streak blue enough to put hair on
Eddie Murphy’s chest when I bump
my head or burn my hand, but I
differentiate between having kids wit-
ness occasional transgressions and
actually paying to have them hear,
admire, and emulate them.

Worst of all, parents in The Goonies
were obtuse dorks, and we prefer to
prolong our kids’ hero worship of us
until adolescence rears its ugly head!

Parental guidance is a murky busi-
ness. I know people who have fired
otherwise capable babysitters for let-
ting kids watch inappropriate shows
on cable, and I know some who have
gone the admirable if rather drastic
route of making do without televi-
sion at all. Sound decisions are pos-
sible if parents pay attention to ad-
vertising campaigns, other peoples’
comments, and their own con-
sciences, which Jiminy Cricket de-
fines as those small, still voices peo-
ple won't listen to.

A parental guidance rating, after
all, was never meant to absolve par-
ents of responsibility. Whether we’re
talking about films, a friendship,or an
outing, we parents need to collect all
the information available, add in-
stinct, and feed everything into our
own personal mother and father com-
puters. Parental guidance is what
prints out.

Rebecca Christian agonizes over her paren-
tal guidance decisions in Creston, lowa,
where she is a member of St. Paul’s.

Celebrate with New White Hangings

Epiphany, Easter, and Trinity.

design service.

Ecclesiastical Arts Department

lllustrated are the superfrontal, pulpit antependium, lectern
antependium, and stole from our Series 1073 white hangings.

For more information, or to order, contact:

Wb S Gowely Teuse

These beautifully designed and skillfully manufactured white
hangings symbolize the joy and festivity of Christmas,

Choose from our wide selection of traditional and contem-
porary white hangings. They are available in a variety of fabrics
and are embroidered with appropriate Festival symbols. Or
Create a unique appearance for your hangings with our custom
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@FDRTRESS
CHURCH SUPPLY STORES

call toll free 1-800-367-8737

Branches in: Atlanta e Baltimore e

) \ : Chicago-(LSTC) ¢ Columbia, SC e Garden Grove, CA
Harrisburg e Hicksville, L.I. ® Milwaukee Minneapolis ® Niles, IL ® Philadelphia ® Pittsburgh
Kitchener, Ont. ¢ Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico

PROFESSIONAL YOUTH
MINISTRY

OPPORTUNITIES FOR TRAINING
AND EXPERIENCE

1-YEAR MISSIONARY EXPERIENCE AND
2-YEAR INTERNSHIPS AVAILABLE.

For more information, contact:

THE DIOCESE OF CENTRAL FLORIDA
YOUTH MINISTRY OFFICE
P.O. BOX 790
WINTER PARK,
FLORIDA 32790
(305) 644-6581

THE EUCHARIST
A study of the development of the

Eucharistic Rite, including theology,
texts, ceremonial, music, pastoral
dimensions, and ecumenical situa-
tion. June 29-July 10, 1987. Leaders:
Dr. Marion Hatchett and Mr. James
Litton. 3 hours academic credit. Tu-
ition—%390. Double room and
meals—$210.05. Single room and
meals—$253.05. Contact Connie
Ensley,  School of Theology,
Sewanee, TN 37375-4001. (615)

598-5931, ext. 282.
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Africa comes alive
in Markham book

~ Though Beryl Markham was Eng-
lish, she spent her life in East Africa
where her father took her in 1906.
Markham grew up with Murani na-
tives on her father’s farm where she
apprenticed to become a trainer and
breeder of race horses.

From 1931 to 1936 Markham was a
bush pilot, carrying mail, passengers,
and supplies to remote corners of the
Sudan, Tanganyika, Kenya, and Rho-
desia. In 1936 she became the first
person to fly solo across the Atlantic
from England to Nova Scotia where
she crash-landed. That flight is what
gives the name to her book, West With
The Night (North Point Press, San
Francisco, Calif., $12.50), but the
beauty is in the book’s loving descrip-
tion of Africa, an Africa Markham
rightly feared was being despoiled by
colonialism and commercialism.

Markham'’s Africa is gone now but
lives on in her prose,such as this:
““Africa is of an ancient age,and the
blood of many of her peoples is as
venerable and as chaste as truth. What
upstart race, sprung from some re-
cent, callow century to arm itself with
steel and boastfulness, can match in
purity the blood of a single Masai
Murani whose heritage may have
stemmed not far from Eden?

“It is not the weed that is corrupt;
roots of the weed sucked first life
from the genesis of earth and hold
the essence of it still. Always the
weed returns; the cultured plant re-
treats before it.

“Racial purity, true aristocracy de-
volve not from edict, nor from rote,
but from the preservation of kinship
with the elemental forces and pur-
poses of life whose understanding is
not farther beyond the mind of a
Native shepherd than beyond the
cultured fumblings of a mortar-board
intelligence.”

Nashotah, CDSP
faculties decry
Roman discipline

Both Church Divinity School of the
Pacific (CDSP) in Berkeley, Calif., and
Nashotah House, Nashotah, Wis., are
circulating statements which raise
questions about ecumenical relations
in light of the Vatican’s action against
Professor Charles Curran and Arch-
bishop Raymond Hunthausen.

When the Episcopal Church or-
dained women, Roman Catholics
wrote “letters of doubt and distress”
about future ecumenical relations with
the Episcopal Church. “In a similar
spirit,” said the dean and faculty of
CDSP, the future quality, “even the
viability,” of collaboration between
Anglicans and Roman Catholics is
jeopardized by the Vatican’s discipli-
nary action against Curran and
Hunthausen.

“The Vatican’s action suggests that
full academic freedom is considered

- inimical to true faith,” the CDSP let-
ter to the Anglican-Roman Catholic
International Commission (ARCIC)
said. “We specifically fear this could
have a detrimental effect on the voices

of our respected Roman Catholic col--
leagues within the Graduate Theolog-
ical Union, colleagues whose voices
we value highly.”

Drafted by CDSP faculty members
Ann Lammers and Guy Fitch Lytle
and approved unanimously, the let-
ter said the recent actions seem to
contravene ARCIC’s statement on Au-
thority. Doctrinal privilege “which
shuts off discussion between men
and women of conscience or [which
clothes] moral teaching in a garment
of infallibility” seems contradictory
from the natural law perspective
which many Anglicans share, the let-
ter said.

Doctrines in question in the de-
bate “‘all touch on sexual ethics, i.e.,
on matters of individual and familial
self-governance in the most personal
sphere, . . .matters on which Chris-
tian ethicists may responsibly differ,”
the letter said. Citing existing “diver-
sity of conscience,” the CDSP faculty
said “a unity by fiat will not con-
vince; a clarity by coercion will not
hide the unfinished debate.”

CDSP’s dean and faculty ask
ARCIC to examine critically the im-
plications of the Vatican’s actions on
theological discourse because “the
definitions of the very nature and
tasks of theology, as well as the func-
tions and character of theologians,
are at stake.” The letter offers prayers
for the success of deliberations that
might “restore a positive context for
our common discussions.”

Both Virginia and General Seminar-
ies previously wrote ARCIC asking

‘volving Curran:* ! *

In similar fashion, Nashotah
House’s dean and faculty called the
disciplining of Curran a violation of
academic freedom and ““a denial of
the integrity of the theological mis-
sion of the Church.” To demand
Curran’s conformity to “teachings
which many Christian people regard
as questionable and unresolved is to
jeopardize the disciplined and prayer-
ful calling of all Christian people,
under the guidance of the Spirit, to
explore and interpret for the world
the mystery of God and of God’s will
for us,” the Nashotah statement said.

“The authoritarian and narrow
attitude”” toward mission the Roman
Church seems to have adopted “in-
dicates to us a revival of an attitude
which, we had hoped, Vatican Coun-
cil I had enabled the Roman Catholic
Church to abandon: Rome has spo-
ken, the issue is closed.”

Forbidding Hunthausen “to exer-
cise in his own jurisdiction what in
good conscience he believes to be his
pastoral and teaching ministry under-
mines seriously the work of ARCIC
on Authority and Ministry in the
Church.” Those ARCIC statements,
the Nashotah faculty said, vested au-
thority “in the college of bishops in
unity with the Bishop of Rome and
not in the arbitrary exercise of author-
ity by the Vatican. .. .We would
therefore find it difficult to imagine
how we might accept the universal
jurisdiction over other bishops,
claimed for the Bishop of Rome, as it
has been exercised in this case and as
it might be exercised in other cases.”

Joyful Heart

Meditations for Lent

by Martin Thornton

Does a Lenten book have to be grim? In the
spirit of G.K. Chesterton and C.S. Lewis,
Thornton pursues the somber spirituality of Lent
with an air of light-heartedness. He points to the
humor of Jesus’ parables as he devises his own
homespun anecdotes to address the realities of the
Lenten season, including the theology behind
Lenten fasting, selecting Lenten reading and
observing Holy Week. Moving from the amusing
to the sublime, Thornton offers meditations which
make us laugh and think and which stay with us

long after Lent has passed.

1. Circle titles you wish to order.
2. Enclose price plus $1.50 shipping.

3. Or call with MC/Visa Number.

(cut & mail)
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K MARTIN THORNITON
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HAVE YOU
HEARD . ..

Don’t Altar It!

or Altar-cation

When is an altar not an altar? The
answer may depend on how you look
at it. Especially if the altar you're look-
ing at is an 8'%-ton slab of marble in St.
Stephen Walbrook Church in London.
Critics who say the 8’-wide, 3'-tall
circular slab which sits on the floor
looks like a monstrous chunk of
Camembert are not comforted to be
told it was sculpted by the famous
Henry Moore and should be consid-
ered a 20th-century work of art. Those
who like it say it is an altar in every
sense of the word. Those who don't like
it say an altar should look like a table
with legs. So the critics have gone to

court, a particularly English-sounding
court, the Court of Ecclesiastical Causes
Reserved. Here two High Court judges
and three bishops must weigh whether
the sculpture is an altar and ‘‘the most
magnificent artifact given to the Church
of England in this century’” or a
“‘piece of Camembert on a cheese
board.”

Biblical Footnote

In case you’ve wondered which edition
of the Bible President Ronald Reagan
chose to send to Iran during the recent
exchanges, Thomas Nelson Publishers
steps forward to say it was an Open
Bible edition that the President sent to
Hojatoleslam Ali  Akbar Hashemi
Rafsanjani. Nelson says its edition
would be the perfect choice should
there be an upsurge of interest in Bible
study among Iran’s leadership because
it ““offers many features to aid the study

of the Bible’s message.” Those features
include “the Biblical Cyclopedic In-
dex, a topical guide to *’8,000 subjects,
people, places, things, events, doctrines
and teachings.” Iranians would be able
to look up quickly ‘““hostages, war,
peace, and arbitrator,” all included in
the handy index.

Around the Dioceses

Delegates to the convention of the Di-
ocese of Easton heard Bishop Elliot
Sorge report that Easton has been iden-
tified as one of the Episcopal Church’s
dioceses which is growing faster than
the population. Sorge recommended
establishing two new congregations and
reported on strong diocesan support for
a fund which will provide start-up
money, matching grants, planning and
feasibility studies for low-cost housing
in the nine eastern shore counties of
Maryland the diocese covers. O The

LIVE BEYOND YOUR DREAMS.

to refundable equity.

a little more.

City

Shell Point Village, the stuff dreams are made of. And maybe

Please send all the information on how
to live beyond dreams. Call or write
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Diocese of Virginia called for increased
federal funding for AIDS research and
education, encouraged vestries to inter-
view qualified female and minority can-
didates for church vacancies, and heard
Bishop Peter Lee say, ‘‘Nowhere is our
ministry of servanthood to those in
need more timely”” than in developing
ministries to AIDS patients and their
families. Virginia also said good-bye to
Suffragan Bishop David H. Lewis, Jr.,
who retired January 31, and to 32-year
diocesan staff veteran E. Holcombe
Palmer, who was the first layperson to
serve on the staff of the Bishop of
Virginia. O Episcopalians in the Dio-
cese of Upper South Carolina will ob-
serve Rural Life Sunday, May 24, which
Bishop William Beckham designates as
a time to celebrate the rich gifts of the
earth. The convention also established
an interracial task force to study and
recommend ways of dealing with rac-
ism and affirmed the establishment of
special ministries to people suffering
from drug and alcohol addiction. O
Preaching at his first annual meeting of
the Diocese of West Texas, Bishop John
MacNaughton received a pastoral staff
from retiring Bishop Scott Field Bailey.
The convention also approved plans to
build a $2.9 million adult conference
center at Camp Capers, a diocesan fa-
cility near Comfort, Texas.

LIVIC L8Tte

~ Benton Convention &

ANTIQUE AUCTION 1°28:2°1
{718 EPISLOPAL

CONVENTION
DIOCESE OF M C

Actually, we prefer to think of it
as “mature.” The juxtaposition of
antiques and Episcopalians amused
George Woodgates, left, and Bob
Bird, two North Carolinian priests
attending their diocesan conven-
tion.

Photo by Sid Bost, The Communicant

Women’s Council
discusses structure

“The creative energies of women
are outgrowing the present structure
of the Church.” Thus quoting the
Rev. Samuel Van Culin, Presiding
Bishop Edmond Browning addressed
a recent meeting of the Council of
Women’s Ministries at which his wife
also spoke. Patti Browning told the
gathering of her interest in the wel-
fare of clergy families, including di-
vorced wives and widows.

Council members endorsed The
Journal of Women'’s Ministries and voted
to raise money for its publication
through the Ariana Fund; approved
formation of a committee which, with
a consultant, will study the Church
Center’s Office of Women in Mission
and Ministry; and heard that the Task
Force on Women, founded in 1974,
was disbanded, but members urged
continued focus on social issues af-
fecting women.

The Council will next meet May
28-31 in Memphis, Tenn.



START PLANNING THE BEST
VCS YOU'VE EVER HAD

Vacation Church School planners in all
kinds of churches got the biggest and
most pleasant surprises in their lives —
when they were introduced to and used
the exceptional material which we helped
provide them from Augsburg. They were
‘thrilled by it. Here they found large
stocks and fast, dependable service.

Now ... with the all-new material in
hand for 1987, we are prepared for an
even greater response. Orders come in
from all over the East Coast, West Coast,
all over.

JUST LOOK
AT THESE RESPONSES
FROM PAST SEASONS

“Your material was the best we have
ever used. The children went home
talking about what they were learning
and arose the next morning eager to
come — even the boys!! The music was
just super. We are so grateful for such
wonderful and creative writers.”

—VCS Chairman

“... I was skeptical at first and thought
the material might be extremist or un-
suitable, but it is great.”

—Presbyterian minister

“This material is excellent.”
—Presbyterian minister,
Spokane, Wash.

“Hurray for this theologically sound, re-
sponsible, enjoyable curriculum! Hur-
ray for your promptness in sending out
materials.”

.—Congregational Church
New York State

Thanks again for providing this great
material for us and for your usual
GREAT service.”

—Missouri

HUGE INVENTORY

Outlook Book Service is the
largest dealer of Augsburg Vaca-
tion Bible School material in the
U.S.A. You can be sure of getting
your material in time for early
planning sessions.

SHIPPING POINTS

Five possible shipping points,
which we select: Virginia, Califor-
nia, Minnesota, Ohio, Texas (just
tell us your planning and school
dates — we’ll have it there!).

SAME DAY

SHIPPING SERVICE
When you need extra speed, call
us before 12 o’clock noon and we’ll
get your delivery on the UPS truck
that very same day.

“We very much appreciate your prompt
service ... all of our leaders are en-
thusiastic, and I have found your di-
rector’s book to be especially helpful,
as this is my first year in this position.”

—Director

“Fantastic material — but appreciate
YOUR fast service most.”
—Director

More than 4,077 churches — from
Maine to Oregon, from California to
Florida — have used our Augsburg VCS
materials and fast service.

Here are our customers, by denomina-
tion, listed according to number ordering:
Presbyterian, United Methodist, Episco-
pal, UCC, Disciples, Lutheran, Baptist,
Reformed, Catholic, Misc.

Suggestions for promotion with bulletin
inserts, mailers, posters and the personal
touch are in the kit.

WE LEARNED about this fine materi-
al from an experienced DCE who was
serving a presbytery in leadership train-
ing events for several churches. She
wanted something that would avoid the
usual repetitions and duplications (chil-
dren facing the same monotony year after

year). When we got available samples,
she liked this, we liked it, and the thing
began to spread. So here we go again.
Early!

Every church will want an examination
kit, but time is of the essence because
plans must be made and enough material
must be on hand before the starting date
(otherwise, there are big problems).

This great material can make the dif-
ference between a monotonous, slipshod
school where nobody is very happy and
one where there is excitement and en-
thusiasm. We don’t want your church to
miss it THIS YEAR — or any year. But
let us hear now.

Your 1987 examination kit is ready and
waiting. Just say the word.

FOR YOUR BEST
VBS EVER!

Featuring the All-School
Servant Center

lives in God’s will.

This year’s theme is an exciting study of
‘Biblical and contemporary servants of God.
It focuses on the joy and satisfaction that
comes from serving the Lord and how we
can be a blessing to others as we center our

Augsburg VBS materials are colorful,
creative, relevant, group-graded, affordable,
Biblically sound and easy to teach.

Available for 5-Session or
10-Session Schools

- Please send me one Examination Kit (code 16-8701)
. $25.95 (limit: one kit per congregation). Please add
. $2.00 for postage on cash orders.

Only $25.95 (a $64.50 retail value).
Contains: 40-page Series-Planning Guide,
orientation cassette, teacher guide and stu-
dent pak or book for each age level, adult
study book, songbook, Family Devotion
Folder, and supplemental items.

Order Your

: Shipto Outlook Book Service
+ Address. 512 East Main Street
! : Richmond, Virginia 23219
+ City. State. Zip. PRI,
= Widely used by mainline churches from coast to coast
: Soldto through Outlook Book Service. Five possible shipping
2 B points which we select. Fast and dependable service.
. ress.
. Call toll-free 1-800-446-6008
City State Zip. In VA call 804-649-1371 collect.

............................................................................... sessecsssesenen
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Five-Nation Ecumenical Tour
Encourages Presiding Bishop

Warm greetings,
Jrank talk

mark
Browning visit

“In January 1987 I plan to take my first official trip
overseas. I want this trip to be seen as one which is aimed
at consultation with our ecumenical partners on matters
affecting the unity of the Church and upon such other mat-
ters as may be relevant to the mission of the Episcopal
Church. To achieve this goal, I plan to visit Istanbul, Jeru-
salem, Rome and Geneva, concluding with a visit to Lon-
don to consult with the Archbishop of Canterbury. I ask for
your prayers as I embark on this first official trip abroad,
representing you, the Episcopal Church. I hope that my
trips overseas will be the occasion to witness to the vitality
of the ministry and mission of our Church. And, I want my
travel to be the opportunity for every member of the Epis-
copal Church to come to know and celebrate the world-
wide mission of the Church.”

Those were the words used by Presiding Bishop Edmond
L. Browning in announcing to the Episcopal Church’s Ex-
ecutive Council his agenda for the 30-day tour of the cen-
ters of ancient and modern Christendom with which he
began his second year in office. Browning was accompa-
nied by his wife Patti; the Rev. William A. Norgren, ecu-
menical officer; the Rev. Charles A. Cesaretti, deputy for
Anglican Relations; and a reporter.

B e P T T L e )

“I want my travel to be the opportunity for
every member of the Church to celebrate
our worldwide mission”

Browning and his party met and exchanged prayers,
gifts and greetings with the Ecumenical Patriarch of Con-
stantinople — the spiritual head of eastern Orthodoxy—
and with leaders in the Syrian, Coptic, and Armenian tradi-
tions in both Istanbul and Jerusalem. He spent 30 minutes
in private conversation with Pope John Paul II before they
exchanged formal greetings in an audience in the papal

study. He lunched with Dr. Emilio Castro, general secretary :

of the World Council of Churches, and with Cardinals Jan
Willebrands and William Baum in Rome, and dined with
the Archbishop of Canterbury in London.

The Americans spent hours in formal and informal con-
versation with those men and with others from the Secre-
tariate for Christian Unity, the Pontifical Commission for
Justice and Peace, leading metropolitans and theologians
of Orthodoxy, the staff of the Anglican Consultative Council
and of Lambeth Palace, the World Health Organization,
United Nations High Commission for Refugees and the
working groups of the World Council central committee.
They also sought out, whenever possible, secular officials
and diplomatic personnel, politicians, relief workers and
Moslem and Jewish scholars.

The Presiding Bishop toured refugee camps, sought—
and offered— help in ministering to victims of AIDS, cele-
brated the Eucharist in Ramallah, Jerusalem, Rome and
Geneva, was installed as a canon in Jerusalem, joined the
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Orthodox in their celebrations of the Circumcision of the
Lord in Istanbul and Christmas in Bethlehem and walked
and prayed the Stations of the Cross in Jerusalem.

It was a grueling agenda, alternately exhilarating and
exasperating, filled with new people and new sights and
with travel delays and long meetings. There were, as he
said in one sermon, no dramatic breakthroughs or new
agreements. None had been expected. What did emerge,
he said, was a renewed sense of the place of the Church
in the eyes of our ecumenical partners.

“I guess what stands out is a deep sense of appreciation
for the reception we got throughout the journey. The
people, the leaders with whom we met showed us a real
concern for and interest in the life and ministry of the
Episcopal Church and the role of the Anglican Commu-
nion. I think they recognized through our visits a vital
health to our Church and a real sense of mission in it.
Even though we tackled very difficult concerns—and we
were pushed hard on these concerns— nowhere did I
sense that the future of our relations were in jeopardy.
On the contrary, I saw the need for us to follow through
on all those talks. I saw the need for more dialogue, more
connections. We need to hold up, again and again, the
interrelatedness of all of our relations. We made some
commitments that we are already beginning to share with
our own ecumenical structures and also our Anglican
partners.”

“In the Holy Land, to be a Christian means
that your energy is focussed on the tragic
and bloody history of the last 40 years”

o sanned sk Vasi S i o RO S SR .S SR e S ]

Browning added that there were other areas where he
and the others were able to express Church concerns in
ways that he hoped earned them a hearing. Finally, there
was one area—that of peace and justice concerns—which
surfzced in each place, and he was confident that Anglican

]

Roman Catholic and World Council structures would be
able to find new ways to cooperate and build on the
momentum of recent events.

While the trip was largely ecumenical in its agenda,
the pastoral concerns raised themselves at each stop, as
Browning noted in a sermon:

There are. .. differences that find their expression
in deep human suffering or alienation, isolation— in-
tense social and spiritual pain. Differences expressed
in 2 kind of mixture of hopelessness and anger verging
on despair,

In Istanbul, where, historically, the Eastern
Churches have fed Christianity with a deep sense of
spirituality and an understanding of the Liturgy as
Thanksgiving, it is hard today even to be a Christian.
Evangelism of any sort is prohibited. Worship must be
conducted on a semi-private basis. Parish organization,
pastoral care, outreach—all are subject to state scru-
tiny and the sometimes capricious will of lesser civil
servants.

T e e W e S Ty A T P e R S R e S W)

“What stands out is a deep sense of appreci-
ation for the reception we got throughout
our journey”

In the Holy Land, to be a Christian means largely
that you are Arab or Palestinian, and that means that
your energy, your attention, your resources are all fo-
cussed on the tragic and bloody history of the last forty
years—a history of one people trying to assert their
place, their home, their state in a land surrounded by
hostility—and another people feeling victimized, used,
oppressed, harassed and stateless.

Bishop Samir Kafity, president bishop of the Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East, right, znd Presiding Bishop Browning look over book of Jerusa-
lem with Mayor Teddy Kolleck of that city.
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In Rome ...and Geneva, the problems are much
different. In these places, historically, Christianity has
been blessed with a centrality, a presence that in-
fluences and impacts society for good and for the well
being of people —and yet always is facing the risk
of appearing triumphant and sending messages of
exclusivity.”

A month later, reflecting on those differing dangers and
the implications for the Church, Browning said: “I devel-
oped a tremendous appreciation for the work of the
Church of the Middle East and their difficult ministry. I will
continue to press the Anglican Communion to find ways to-
ward a common approach to support their work. After all,
we found unified and creative ways to help in South Africa,
but our approaches in the Middle East have never been
that consistent. We need to find approaches that can be
held up in this country and that will mean— among other
things—that we are going to have to try hard to hear and
understand the Arab and Palestinian Christians, and we
are going to have to give our interfaith dialogues a higher
priority.”

Refugee camp, Middle East.

The Presiding Bishop and the Ecumenical Patriarch.

Presiding Bishop Browning greets Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Jeru-
salem during celebration of Orthodox Christmas at Church of the
Nativity, Bethlehem.

Presiding Bishop Browning presents gold medallion with symbol of Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral to Pope John Paul I1.
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EPISCOPAL
CHURCH
FOUNDATION

invites you to

TAKE A NEW LOOK
AT THE
CHARITABLE GIFT
ANNUITY

Discover the surprising rate of
return available to many tax-
payers in the Foundation’s free
sixteen page guide.

DOUBLE TAX BENEFITS

The Congress has provided two
basic tax benefits to purchasers
of The Episcopal Church Foun-
dation’s Charitable Gift Annuity.

These tax benefits can substan-
tially increase your spendable
income.

1. A sizeable tax deduction, rang-
ing from 40 % to 60% (or more),
in the year the gift is made.

2. 30% to 70% of the yearly
income received from the
Charitable Gift Annuity will be
free of income tax.

SURPRISING RATE OF RETURN:
AN EXAMPLE

One of our recent purchasers of a
$10,000 annuity is a 70 year old
widow. She is receiving a 7.8%
guaranteed payment of $780 per
year. Her effective rate of return is
over 10%; and, $329 is tax free.

The free guide will show you
how much of your guaranteed
annual income will be tax free
and what your rate of return will
be depending on your age and
tax bracket. (It could climb as
high as 14%.)

A SATISFYING EXPERIENCE

You will enjoy a high rate of
return while knowing that -your
gift will be working hard to sup-
port the national work of The
Episcopal Church Foundation,
funding programs which utilize
the Church’s diverse strengths
in order to build a stronger

ministry.
FREE
CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY
GUIDE

Call the Foundation at 212-
697-2858 (collect) or fill in the
coupon and mail it to us today.
N ahw il e ewraar s
The Episcopal Church
Foundation
815 Second Avenue
New York, New York 10017

Yes, I'd like to learn more about
the Charitable Gift Annuity with-
out any obligation.

Please send me your free sixteen
page guide.
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Support

faithful
homosexual
‘relationships

Continued from page 14

this is undoubtedly the most absurd.
For if any rational human being will
consider for a moment the enormous
price many gay people must pay just
to exist—and I am talking about avoid-
ing physical violence, not losing one’s
job, and finding a place to live—then
one would have to conclude that only
a fool would choose to be homo-
sexual.

The question of etiology—how gay
people come to be gay—raises its
head here. The answer is that no one
knows any more than it is known
how heterosexuals come to be hetero-
sexual, but emerging evidence shows
genetics may be involved—that is,
that homosexuality is simply a vari-
ant in the human species rather like a
variety of philodendron. At any rate
sex researchers have long assumed
(John Money’s work comes to mind)
that, whatever its origins, the whole
matter of orientation is decided long
before the age of 5 and is irreversible.
So we are talking here about an ele-
ment of a gay person’s being over
which he or she has no choice at all.

I suppose I can ‘understand how
unfathomable this must seem to het-
erosexual people. Their own sexual-
ity feels so integral and powerful a
part of them and the reverse orienta-
tion so strange and unimaginable that
homosexuality can seem both repul-
sive and beyond the realm of possi-
bility. Gay people, they assume, sim-
ply must be just perverse straight
people. And so what is hard to con-
vey to you who are straight is that we
who are gay experience our sexuality
the same way you do. When a hand-
some heterosexual couple walks
down the street, it is as automatic for
my eye to be caught by the beauty of
the man as it is for my heterosexual
brother’s eye to be snagged by the
beauty of the woman. I never learned
this behavior. I never practiced it. I
simply noticed it somewhere along
the line.

Leaving aside for the moment what
one does with one’s sexuality, many
in the Church continue to view ho-
mosexuality (the state of being homo-
sexual) as sinful. This is doctrinally
untenable for any ethicist—however
conservative—will attest that people
cannot be condemned for their ontol-
ogy. This ethical principle is as old as
the Church itself. Since gay people
are not mentally ill and since we have
no choice about our sexuality, then
there is no alternative but to assume
that homosexuality is God-given.
Hence, it is theologically indefensible
to say, “It is not acceptable to God for
you to be the gay people you are.”
This leaves only the matter of Chris-
tian behavior for homosexuals, which
returns us to the original question of
whether the Church should bless and
affirm committed gay relationships.

Based on the misconceptions de-
scribed, celibacy has often been pro-
posed as the only ethical alternative
for a gay Christian. Even if the mis-
conceptions were true, this is prepos-
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terous. First, the United States alone
has some 28 million homosexuals (and
I 'am using Alfred Kinsey’s statistics
conservatively). They all have libi-
dos, some of which are quite strong.
It is just plain unrealistic to imagine
that 28 million people could lead cel-
ibate lives.

More theologically, I cannot imag-
ine why a loving God would do such
a thing. Only a sadistic deity would
give 28 million of His creatures a
sexual drive and a sexual orientation
and then demand they suppress
them. I will not believe in so cruel a
Creator.

The question then becomes, “How
can gay people lead responsible sexual
lives?” I have always been on the
fringes of the gay community on this
issue. Even during the heyday of Gay
Liberation, I reacted violently against
the ethos that defined liberation as
“the right to indulge any appetite
with impunity.”” This is unacceptable
in the context of Christian ethics.

The ultimate values to be espoused
in all Christian relationships (even
friendships) must be love (selfless-
ness) and fidelity. I have found in-
comprehensible gay men who have
had hundreds, if not thousands, of
sexual partners. This is not liberation,
but license. It reduces sex, which can
be the most sublime expression of
human loving, to scratching an itch
and the scratcher to a level of human
behavior thatis diametrically opposed
to the humanity that Jesus, the fully
human One, exemplified for us.

Moreover, as a psychotherapist, I
have seen time and again the severe
damage gay men have wreaked on
themselves by turning sex into a com-
modity. Such behavior inexorably
drives a wedge between love and sex
which leads to an eventual inability
ever to reconcile the two and its vic-
tim to compulsive behavior every bit
as destructive as drug and alcohol
addiction.

I have always held up committed
faithful relationships as the standard by
which gay people should try to live
their lives. Both in - my own commit-
ted relationship and in those of so
many gay friends, patients, and ac-
quaintances, I have known and seen
rich blessing. '

What is the Church’s role in such
relationships? First it needs to be said
that even in heterosexual marriage,
the Church does not effect the sacra-
ment. This is quite orthodox theol-
ogy. The sacrament of marriage is not
conferred by the Church, but by the
two betrothed parties, one upon the
other. The Church may add its bless-
ing and witness the vows, but the
grace of the sacrament is not the
Church'’s to give or withhold. As a
point of historical fact, weddings did
not begin to take place routinely in
churches until perhaps the 7th or 8th
century.

But the Church’s witness and bless-
ing have come to have symbolic value
as the way in which the Church lifts
up committed relationships as holy,
special, valued by the community of
faith. And indeed, I would argue that
the Church should begin to do this
lifting up for gay marriages as well as
straight ones. In fact, Yale historian
John Boswell promises to publish re-
search showing that the Church, for
a significant period of its history, did
celebrate the marriages of people of
the same sex.

The Church should do this for sev-
eral reasons. First, for the sake of

simple justice. Gay people have been
coupling faithfully and, in their rela-
tionships, showing forth God'’s bless-
ing for as long as history has record
of us. Is it not time, then, for the
Church to celebrate our attempt to
lead committed Christian married
lives as it does for heterosexual Chris-
tians who are trying to do the same?

As an aside, even some of those
who would support the Church’s
blessing of gay relationships object to
calling gay unions marriages. The
grounds for this objection have been
that marriage is all tied up with hav-
ing children, which is physiologically
impossible between gay people. This
position is historically indefensible
since the Church has been blessing
patently nonprocreational marriages
right along (post-menopausal mar-
riages, marriages in which one mem-
ber is either sterile or impotent). Nor
can the traditional roles of husband
and wife any longer be invoked to
define gay peoples’ relationships as
outside the bounds of this sacrament,
not in an age that blessedly has re-
duced those spiritually deadening
roles almost to rubble. ;

Second, I would urge the Church
to participate in the marriages of gay
people as a way to evangelize the gay
community. For if it does not lift up
to the gay community what responsi-
ble use of their sexuality entails, then
the Church shall continue, by its si-
lence, to encourage the destructive
forms of sexual expression that have
been common in the gay community
thus far.

Finally, I would urge the Church to
bless and affirm gay marriages be-
cause it might learn some things in
the process. At the most mundane
end of the scale, it might learn a bit
more about how two adults can live
in a relationship in which parity is
assumed from the outset. For exam-
ple, gay people have had centuries of
experience in dealing with two-career
marriages, the insights from which I
am sure we would be willing to share.
But in blessing gay marriages, the
Church might also experience some
profound spiritual growth. First, it
might hear in a new and important
way what Jesus meant when He ad-
monished us towelcome the stranger.
And second, it might glimpse more
fully the wondrous diversity of God’s
creation.

My curate, a female priest, speak-
ing from her own marginal position
in the Church, has observed insight-
fully that while we can know God’s
affirmation powerfully in the depths
of our souls, we need a kind of af-
firmation from outside ourselves. I
propose to you that gay people will
continue to marry and know God’s
blessing in our marriages whether or
not the Church ever lifts them up.
But I cannot deny that it would be of
enormous comfort to have our rela-
tionships celebrated by this Church I
love so passionately.

I have long dreamed that in some
revision of The Book of Common Prayer
or the Book of Occasional Services a
service of covenant between two men
or two women would be included. I
will not give up that dream. And I
call the Church to embrace this new
Word that is being spoken to it—for
all our sakes.

John E. Fortunato is a psychotherapist in
Chicago, Ill. He is the author of two books,
Embracing the Exile and AIDS, The Spiritual
Dilemma.



Heterosexual

marriage is still
the paradigm

Continued from page 14
valued more highly than community
standards. Personalism provides
strong arguments against stereotyp-
ing or discrimination on the basis of
sex, race, or anything else, including
sexual preference.

Especially in view of the Church’s
sorry record in such matters, person-
alism is attractive to many. But those
who espouse it overlook the fact that
its method is flawed by dualism. As
Philip Turner says in Sex, Money &
Power, personalists “’split human na-
ture between an inner reality they
call the person and an outer container
or instrument they call the body.” The
claim is made that the human infant
is sexually neutral at birth and there-
fore homosexuality and heterosexual-
ity are both learned behavior.

This radical abstraction of sexuality
from the body which mediates it is
incorrect not only theologically, but
scientifically as well. Research in the
sexual behavior of animals, psycho-
somatic medicine, biofeedback, hor-
monal influence on behavior, differ-
ences between men and women—to
name only a few relevant fields of
study—all confirm the indissoluble
connection between body and psyche.
But on the basis of a separation be-
tween the two, personalists argue for
homosexuality, some forms of adul-
tery, and other irregularities.

We are not persons whose sexuality
is independent of the sexual appara-
tus of the body we accidentally in-
habit. We are women or men, and this
means much more than biologically
female or male. This fact is empha-
sized in the Creation story which, as
Reinhold Niebuhr pointed out, we
need not take literally, but must take
seriously.

“And God said, Let us make man
in our own image. . .male and fe-
male created he them.” The image of
God contains elements which, though
unified on the divine plane, are di-
vided into two sexes on the human
plane. Eve was to be Adam'’s partner.
The inequalities between the sexes
are a consequence of the Fall. Adam
blamed Eve, and Eve blamed the
snake. They failed to stand together
before God and accept joint respon-
sibility for their mistake. This broke
the original trusting intimacy which
God had given them and set the
pattern of wary mistrust of one sex
toward the other from which we suf-
fer right to the present. Thus the
possibility arose for the sexual in-
stinct to become dissociated from its
original context of faithful, heterosex-
ual intimacy.

The divinely given social basis for
human community is the man/woman
relationship. To underline this point,
the sexual metaphor is used through-
out Scripture to describe God'’s rela-
tions with His people. Israel is the
spouse of God. The Church is the
Bride of Christ. When we are sepa-
rate from God, we are not whole, and
these nuptial metaphors emphasize
that fact.

The goal of Christian sexuality is
therefore not personal satisfaction,
but completeness. Either man or
woman alone is only half of the im-
age of God. We can find complete-

ness only in the encounter with that
which is radically other. Such encoun-
ter need not be expressed genitally.
Those who are single, either by choice
or circumstance, can certainly find
wholeness. Many who are married
fail to find it since it requires much
more than physical intercourse. But
lasting marriage is still the paradigm
in spite of its frequent failures.

This symbolic aspect of sex is am-
ply confirmed by modern depth psy-
chology. Freud saw sex as primary
and therefore interpreted nearly ev-
ery important psychic experience as
derived from it, if only symbolically.
The Jungian view is different. Here
sex itself is a symbol of the essentially
religious experience of wholeness, the
reconciliation of opposites. The mas-
culine and feminine are seen as
equally important principles whose
influence permeates all of life, psy-
chic and spiritualas well as physical,
and harmony between which is re-
quired at all levels.

By contrast, homosexuality is in
principle a radical discontinuity be-
tween the sexes, one which is only
superficially different from the dis-
continuity inherent in the notion of
male supremacy and which in many
specific cases is actually derived from
that notion. Homosexuality prevents
the achievement of real harmony and
balance between masculine and fem-
inine, a goal toward which the Church
is quite properly working in other
contexts.

Thus homosexuality must be re-
jected both on anti-dualist and sym-

bolic grounds as a departure from the
Christian ideal for the expression of
sexuality. The Church, therefore,
should not bless committed homosex-
ual relationships. Even if the claim
that homosexuality is innate in some
people were to be scientifically sub-
stantiated, that position would not
change. We know too well that many
innate conditions are far from God-
given and have research institutions

‘dedicated to their control.

The important question is how the
Church should deal with her many
sons and daughters who are either
unwilling or unable to go through the
process of overcoming their homosex-
uality. Discrimination against anyone
on the grounds of sexual orientation
alone is both spiritually and psycho-
logically unsound. The homosexual
orientation can never be singled out
for special condemnation, nor does
psychological research lend any sup-
port to such emphasis.

Immature and destructive expres-
sions of sexuality exist in both hetero-
sexuals and homosexuals. The
Church has a duty to intervene pas-
torally in such cases for the good not
only of those involved, but of the
whole community. People of either
orientation whose sexual behavior is
neither impersonal, promiscuous, or
violent are probably doing their best.
Those who violate that minimal stan-
dard need both spiritual and psycho-
logical help.

The Christian ideal for sexual ex-
pression is lifelong heterosexual fidel-
ity, and fidelity means much more
than never getting into the wrong

bed. Nobody has ever fully lived up to
that standard.

Ruth Tiffany Barnhouse is a priest, psychi-
atrist, and author who is a professor on the
faculty of Perkins School of Theology, Dal-
las, Texas.
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Continued from page 20
Responding seems akin to trying to dialogue
with “Dr. Ruth.” It's hard to believe we feel
it necessary to defend biblical teachings in
our Church’s “officially sponsored” publi-
cation. True religion, says James 1:27, is to
care for those in need and to “keep oneself
unspotted from the world.”” Please may we
have a Church that encourages, even com-
mands, us always to do both.

Louis and Bonnie Logan

Moses Lake, Wash.

Heartening, affirming

It is heartening, positively exciting, to learn

the Standing Commission on Human Affairs

and Health is grappling with such a com-
plicated and controversial subject.

Mary Jane Baker

- Philadelphia, Pa.

We write to affirm the questions posed and
add a few more for the Commission to
consider. Does society persuade God to
endorse its code of sexual ethics? Does God
persuade us? If so, how? Will the Church
truly confront the issues surrounding human
sexual behavior and allow itself to be con-
fronted?
Marya Tatro and David Lack
Magquoketa, lowa

What is the question?

If we are going to “reconsider sexual ethics,”’
shouldn’t we begin by asking: Is this a
question over which we may hold legiti-
mate debate? The arguments advanced are
simply not germane. That continence is
hard? When was it ever easy? “The Church
is discovering the field of human sexuality is
not simple.” Surely they knew this in
Corinth! We can rightly be suspicious of
self-serving motivation in all of us for who
hasn’t wished at times that the standard [of]
continence before marriage, faithfulness
within marriage, were not somehow more
equivocal?
George W. Barger
Omaha, Neb.

The questions the Commission is addressing
are fully valid. My fear is the perspective the
Commission’s members hold may lead them
to answers that are not. While the positive
values adopted by the Commission are cer-
tainly echoed throughout Scripture, they
should not replace the explicit biblical value
judgments placed on sexual behavior out-
side of marriage. The Church must remain
devoted to “God’s Word written”” and not
capitulate to the changing moral standards
of our modern culture.
James R. Woodgates
Washington, D.C.

Could it be Satan?

Was the article, “Sexual Ethics,” for real?
Are there bishops and clergy in our Church
who agree with that far-out philosophy? Or
was it written with tongue in cheek? Per-
haps Satan is out to create a schism in our
Episcopal Church?
Virginia Jones
Woodbury, N.J.

We have one choice

I am deeply appalled and offended by the
simplistic sub-Christian and erroneous pro-
posal [that] the Church bless homosexual
unions and heterosexual “living together”’
unions outside of marriage. As a trial law-
yer, | never saw any great good come of
sexual relations outside of marriage. My
years as a priest only reinforced that secular
experience. God gave us the command-
ment, “Thou shall not commit adultery,”
because He loves us and wants to protect us
from the pain and suffering that inevitably
follow adultery. Spong gives us two alterna-
tives: Condemn the hedonism of the age or
conform to it. As Christians we have only
one choice, and that is to condemn the sins
of the age while loving the sinners. To
seriously consider changing or abolishing

well-tested precepts, rooted in Scripture and

the will of a loving God, is to speak non-
sense.

William C. Wantland

Eau Claire, Wis.

Laws or standards?

Is our traditional sexual standard in fact a
standard, or is it a law? A law is a rule of
conduct: Thou shalt pay thy income tax.
Thou shalt not intrude thy automobile into
this space. A standard, however, is the
definition of a certain good. It requires little
thought to see our neat formula for ““ap-
proved sex’’ is scarcely adequate to de-
scribe a holy sex.life. A person might be
scrupulously celibate outside marriage and
monogamous within it and still sin griev-
ously against himself and/or his sexual part-
ner. Our vest-pocket formula is not a com-
plete standard of the good for human sex. If
we want to formulate a better and more
vivid standard, we [should] mine our own
tradition by investigating what our spiritual
forbears have taught about chastity, that is,
sexual virtue or excellence. | see no reason,
though, to consider scrapping our tradi-
tional standard as long as we recognize it as
a standard, not a law, a pointer toward good
sex as part of a good marriage.
Bonnie Gaarden
Cambridge Springs, Pa.

Ministering and blessing

As an Episcopal priest, | have ministered to
individuals involved in a great variety of
heterosexual and homosexual relationships
outside marriage, but | have no biblical
authority for pronouncing the Lord’s bless-
ing on [these relationships]. While it is quite
valid to begin with people ““where they
are,” it is a denial of the power of Christ’s
love to redeem and to heal just to leave
them there.
Bob Libby
Orange Park, Fla.

Exceeding modern needs?

My biggest frustration is church leaders

such as Bishop Spong who seem to forget

they represent the Church and its congrega-

tions in their blind zeal to espouse liberal
causes.

James R. Brokenshire, Jr.

Harrisburg, Pa.

More Bible, less drivel

Are Episcopalians beginning to support hu-
manism or basic godly principles? God
forbid that humanism would ever find its
way into the Church. | would like to see
some articles on Bible principles instead of
the drivel in that article.
Carol Rodriguez
Oklahoma City, Okla.

Blasphemy, heresy

After reading the Commission’s invitation
calling the whole Church into dialogue,| felt
as though | had been invited to an empty
conference table and asked to sit down in a
broken chair. Spong’s [article contains] blas-
phemy and heresy. Are we to believe legal-
ized sin is less harmful? Not once does he
acknowledge God’s solution already
given—the transforming power of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Elizabeth Buxton

Charleston, S.C.

Black, white, and gray

A former Roman Catholic, | was attracted to
the Episcopal Church because the Episco-
palians | knew and the literature | read
allowed for gray areas unlike the black and
white to which | was accustomed. No set of
rules can allow for every human experi-
ence. Unfortunately, many people feel
adapting or slightly bending a rule is the
same as breaking it, which can lead to
tremendous feelings of guilt and low self-
esteem. | urge the Commission to continue

. to be tolerant when considering the many

gray areas of sexual ethics.
Alexandra C. Berret
Penllyn,, Pa.



What of the cases where sex is used as a
tool of acceptance? Of the married man or
woman who continues to commit adultery
for the sense of power it gives him or her
over others? What of those who use sex for
financial gain? Will these people twist a
new standard of ethics to justify their be-
havior?

Christine G. Sackett

Cedar Rapids, lowa

| don’t believe [sexual ethics] ever were
black or white. | [knew] a couple in
Swaziland who had lived together with love
and fidelity for nearly 40 years. They were
both professionals who contributed much
to the well-being of the people of that
third-world country. They were also homo-
sexual. The relationship was clearly not
promiscuous, was mutually supporting, and
posed no danger to society. It was probably
also inevitable. Homosexuality is not some-
thing one “‘gets over” with treatment or
prayer. May we follow the Lord’s injunction
to leave judgment to Him?
Richard C. Allen
Fort Myers, Fla.

The people of Sodom and Gomorrah did
not live in black and white. They made their
own judgments, which brought destruction.
The Church cannot defy its foundation,
Jesus Christ, without crumbling.
Ann Robinson
Asheville, N.C.

Setting standards

If we maintain high standards, recognizing

they may be violated, as they always have

been, the performance level of our society,

within and without the Church, will be
higher than if we lower the standards.

J. Laurens McMaster

Bradenton, Fla.

For too long the Roman Pope has been the
only really vocal Christian leader to delin-
eate clearly the difference between right
and wrong. Common acceptance of wrong
practices doesn’t make them right, and we
must say so.
Morrison C. Huston
Devon, Pa.

What our Church needs right now is a good
stiff letter from St. Paul!

Frank Bilanin

Eatontown, N.J.

| fear we are preparing to lead many trou-

bled people away from the grace and for-

giveness of our Lord and onto the broad

road to hell by seeking to accept their
sinfulness and approving it.

Frank B. Grimes, Ill

Spartanburg, S.C.

Don’t ignore differences

Homosexual orientation may be present at
birth or may be acquired later on, but that is
to beg the issue. Blindness and deafness
may [occur similarly], but because such
individuals had no choice in their disability
does not make them normal. We should
most certainly lend moral and physical sup-
port to all such persons, but to ignore their
differences does not make them whole.
Homosexuality is neither biblically nor bi-
ologically acceptable, and its practice is an
aberration by both standards.
Norman Hulme
Delmar, N.Y.

The Church has a moral responsibility to set

the model toward which we strive. In this, it

has been most clear. The Church does not

exist to agree always with a majority prac-
tice.

Robert Kovanda

Euclid, Ohio

Targets of Indignation

When Episcopalians in the Diocese
of West Texas became concerned about
news stories about a Diocese of New-
ark report on non-marital sexual
unions, Bishop John MacNaughton
took time during his diocesan con-
vention address to respond.

After stressing the sanctity of mar-

riage, MacNaughton said, “When
most of us get incensed about a moral
issue, it is usually an issue of sexual
morality—as though sexual morality
were the only moral issue of conse-
quence to the Church.
" ““We do not get equally indignant,
or for many not indignant at all,
about the moral issues of the poor,
the disadvantaged, the inability of
our state legislature and our criminal
justice [system] to deal effectively with
crime of all kinds.”
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fice, P.O. Box 218, Faribault, Minnesota 55021. (507)
334-6466.

Universities

BRITISH DEGREES
IN THEOLOGY
Somerset University's School of
Theology offers the Bachelor of
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The Phelps School is an accredited boarding school for boys grades
7 - 12. Dedicated to the personal and academic development of each
boy, Phelps provides a structured environment for boys who are not
achieving to their potential in their current school settings, or are
experiencing deficiencies in basic subjects. Phelps accepts emotionally
healthy boys of average or above average ability, who have good
The school's 144 acre campus is located 22 miles
Phelps offers an international student body;
seven inter-scholastic sports; an indoor equestrian center; and course-
work in ESL, typing, art, woodworking, farming, and foreign languages.

Séhool

-y

July 5 - August 7
PA 19355 (215) 644-1754
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AFTER 2,000 YEARS,

the need to know Christ’s love remains
as great as ever. Yet many Central and
South Americans have never had the op-
portunity, and
many others’
grasp of what
Christianity
means seems
peripheral at
best. How else is
it that huge
crowds gather in
Latin America
for Good Friday
festivities and
parades, but do
not likewise
celebrate His victory and resurrection on
Easter? Could it be our neighbors to the
south are so destitute of hope they iden-
tify more closely with the suffering
Christ?

The Bible tells us faith comes by hear-
ing; but, with so few Christian workers
in the midst of one of the fastest growing
populations in the world, “.how can
9@ believe in the one of whom they have
not heard?” (Rom 10:14) No one has ex-
plained to many Latin Americans that

SOUTH AMERICAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY
OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH, INC.

Post Office Box 276
Union Mills, North Carolina 28167

Christ’s kingdom is a spiritual one and
that what happened on the cross was
most importantly a spiritual sacrifice.
Jesus took
upon Himself
our sins, His
spiritual pain
becoming ° so
' great in that
hour of dark-
- ness that He
cried out, “My
God, my God,
why have you
forsaken me?”
(Mark 15:34)

By itself that
would be the most horribly cruel event in
history. But Jesus arose, and in the
miracle of God’s grace, as with the bread
to the 5,000, the Lamb's blood covered our
sins; defeat turned to victory, and death
turned to eternal life. Here is mankind’s
hope.

Forgiveness is ours, but ours to share.
This Easter please help share the
greatest of all gifts--the good news of
salvation.

Tel: (704) 287-2800
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