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Jewish'Christian 
Center boosts 
understanding y 

dispels myths 
by Elizabeth Eisenstadt 

More than 35 years ago, a young 
rabbinical student tried to get Jewish 
and Christian seminarians to start 
talking with each other. The attempt 
at dialogue in New York City did not 
work. Now Rabbi Irving Block has 
Episcopal seminarian George Gray 
doing his field education at Brother-
hood Synagogue. 

Block, who founded the 
1,200-family synagogue on New 
York's Gramercy Park, feels it is high 
time Christians and Jews know each 
other better. "Every minister should 
have a rabbi and every rabbi a 
minister," he says. 

The ground-breaking program 
which made this cross-fertilization 
possible was born, appropriately 
enough, on a walk through Jerusalem. 
As a result of his years on the Jewish-

People come 'to 
learn something 
about themselves 
as well as 
someone else.' 

Christian relations committee of the 
Diocese of New York, General Theo-
logical Seminary's (GTS) James Car-
penter had grown committed to fos-
tering education and discussion 
between the two faiths. After spend-
ing part of his sabbatical as Christian 
theologian-in-residence in New York's 
Central Synagogue, Carpenter trav-
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Church of the Apostles: 
Guitars, praise, and Ollie 
by Harry G. Toland 

When Oliver North was starring in 
congressional hearings in 1987, re-
porters and even outfits like the 
Donohue show began calling the Epis-
copal Church of the Apostles in 
Fairfax, Va., the North family's 
church. 

"It got a little frantic," recalls Robert 
Rauh, associate rector. "They were 
grasping at straws. They wanted us 
to set up interviews with him." 
Apostles' staff always declined. 

North, his wife Betsy, and their 
four children still worship at Church 
of the Apostles. But it is a lot more 
than "Ollie North's church." 

Apostles is a charismatic church. A 
"praise band" of guitars, synthesiz-
ers, piano, bass, and drums leads 
songs of praise that are flashed on a 
large screen. Many in the congrega-
tion of 750 raise hands as they sing. 
Two-thirds of the congregation at 
times prays "in tongues," says Rauh. 
Yet Apostles is also a lot more than "a 
charismatic church." 

Other threads of the Apostles tap-
estry: 

• This is a church that comes close 
to practicing 50-50 giving. Of its $1.3 
million annual budget, administrator 
Francis X. Gallo says $550,000 is given 
away "directly or indirectly." The 
congregation takes tithing seriously. 

• Most of the counseling in the 
850-member congregation is done by 
22 lay counselors, including most of 
the eight-session marriage counsel-
ing each altar-bound couple receives. 
"The success rate of those couples [in 
staying married] is something like 98 
percent," says Rauh. 

• Within the congregation are 42 
cells, averaging eight members each, 
that meet once a week for fellowship, 
Bible study, and outreach. Members 
of one cell recently spent their vaca-
tions working with a mission in the 

Please turn to page 24 (back page) 

Desk-top publishing at The Episcopalian 
A grant of $35,000 from the Episcopal 

Church Foundation will make possible 
the purchase and installation of a desk-
top publishing system for The Episco-
palian in the spring of 1989. 

The grant was one of two made to 
two of the church's largest communica-
tions organizations. A grant of $3,750 
was made to Episcopal Communicators, 
an organization of persons with commu-
nications responsibilities in the church. 
That grant will fund a theologian-in-
residence at the group's annual con-
ferences for the next three years. Elev-
en other grants were also made, for a 
total of $318,000, Jeffry Kittross, ex-
ecutive vice-president of the foundation, 

announced. 
"Last year, Presiding Bishop Edmond 

Browning named the ministry of com-
munications as one of eight mission im-
peratives for the church," Kittross said. 
"We support him strongly in that 
endeavor, for communications is at the 
heart of the church's mission. These 
grants demonstrate our commitment to 
that ministry and to those people across 
the country who write, publish and do 
all in their power to communicate the 
work of the church." 

"In the last four years The Episco-
palian has come a long way from work-
ing with a handful of broken-down 
typewriters to two used word process-

ing units to a state-of-the-art system," 
said Richard L. Crawford, publisher. 
"The desk-top publishing system will 
enhance our flexibility and help us bet-
ter serve the church and our publishing 
partners, those dioceses that publish 
diocesan newspapers in combination 
with The Episcopalian. 

"We're very excited here and we could 
not have done it without the Episcopal 
Church Foundation," Crawford added. 

Episcopal Communicators president 
Ruth Nicastro of Los Angeles said 
the first Episcopal Church Foundation 
theologian will be present from April 
17-20, 1989, for the group's annual 
conference in Williamsburg, Va. 

Harris goes 
over the top 
The first woman ever chosen 

bishop, Barbara Harris, has re-
ceived the consents necessary 
from a majority of the 118 dioc-
esan standing committees in the 
Episcopal Church to confirm her 
election to be suffragan bishop 
of Massachusetts. The 60th stand- j 
ing committee reported in on 
January 3. 

The majority of diocesan bish-
ops, who will now be polled, 
are expected to give their con-
sent in keeping with the 1976 
General Convention decision to 
admit women to all orders, in-
cluding the episcopate. Harris 
was elected September 24. 

Pending the consents of the 
diocesan bishops, Harris' consé-
cration date has been set for 
February 11, according to James j 
Solheim, communications direc-
tor of the Diocese of Massachu-
setts. 
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BRoad stROkes 

Thanks to those who give 
to make our ministry possible 

by Richard L. Crawford, 
Publisher 

As this publication strives to serve the Lord and his 
church better, a time comes to say, "Thank you/' to those 
who have given that we may expand and improve. 

When I came to The Episcopalian late in 1984, the grants 
program of Trinity Parish, New York City, gave $5,000 for 
a study of the newspaper's needs. Later Trinity granted 
$50,000 for seed money to help dioceses join the combi-
nation publishing arrangement in which diocesan news-
papers publish with The Episcopalian. Since that time 
several dioceses have taken advantage of the seed money, 
which increased our circulation above the 250,000 mark. 

The Elisabeth S. Bonham Mission Fund of St. John the 
Baptist Church, York, Pa., made a grant of $2,250 to assist 
10 parishes to subscribe to the paper and test ways it can 
be used to develop ministries in congregations. 

The United Thank Offering gave The Episcopalian 
$5,000 to purchase computer equipment to make the 
newsroom operations more up-to-date. For a number of 
years, The Episcopalian had a limited number of electric 
typewriters. Time and hard use took a heavy toll on that 
equipment, which was replaced in 1985 through the 
generosity of readers and supporters. 

Before the UTO grant, arrangements were made to 
buy two word processors. Now, through the confidence 
the Episcopal Church Foundation places in this publica-
tion, and its generosity, $35,000 will be used to purchase 

a state-of-the-art desk-top publishing system. 
That will take place in the spring. The foundation, 

according to its executive vice-president, Jeffry Kittross, 
made the grant in response to the mission imperative that 
cites communication as an essential part of the Episcopal 
Church's overall mission and ministry. 

Thanks also go to hundreds of supporters who give to 
The Episcopalian and to its Development Fund. Many of 
those gifts come in small amounts. Each makes a differ-
ence in the quality of this newspaper. They also make 
possible the widening of our readership. 

Running an ad or appeal for money is easy. So is 
depositing the checks and waiting for the account to grow 
so it can be used. It could be equally as easy to take such 
gifts for granted and charge them up to good steward-
ship. Thaf s not the way we do business. These gifts are 
good stewardship, and we are the beneficiaries. For that 
we are all responsible, and part of the stewardship of The 
Episcopalian's board and staff is to acknowledge the gen-
erosity of all who join the ministry of communications 
and support us in our calling. We are grateful, and we 
thank you. 

As the staff learns and applies new technology, each 
one of us will work all the harder to make The Episcopalian 
a better journal for the Episcopal Church, providing 
news, features, and photos of whafs going on along with 
broadening the forum that reflects the thoughts and 
opinions of our readers. 

To all who make that possible, we say, "Thanks." 

fine Lines 

What's so awful 
the 1928 Prayer 

by Richard H. Schmidt, 
Managing Editor 

For 400 years, The Book of Common Prayer, 1928 or an 
earlier version nearly identical to it, served this church 
well. Generations of Episcopalians were nurtured on its 
prayers and liturgies. Some of them are commemorated 
in the calendar of the present Prayer Book. Surely a book 
which helped mold such exemplary Christians deserves a 
more honored place than it is afforded in most sectors of 
this church. Why should that book suddenly become a 
liber non gratus? 

The virtues of the 1979 Prayer Book are well known. It 
offers a theological balance, historical accuracy, and sen-
sitivity to the diverse membership of the Episcopal Church 
which the 1928 book lacks. But must we forbid the use of 
the old Prayer Book in places where it is desired? 

"We are one church, and we have one Prayer Book," 
some will say. Well, yes, but we have myriad ways of 
using our one Prayer Book, and some parishes stretch the 
Prayer Book so far that i fs hardly recognizable. The 
Prayer Book itself, moreover, encourages diversity by 
offering alternative forms for the most common services. 

Apparently we shall soon receive a collection of 
liturgies to accommodate those who take offense at the 
generic "mankind." But can we not also accommodate 
those who long for the traditional liturgies with which 
they grew up? Í think I detect a subtle—maybe not so 
subtle—bias at work here. 

"The Prayer Book includes traditional services, so 
there's no need for the 1928 book," others will say. 
Who is to say what somebody else needs? There's a 
plague abroad in the church of people telling other 
people what they need. I'll decide what I need, thank 

you. And if somebody over there says he needs the 1928 
Prayer Book, I figure thaf s for him to say. I would agree 
to some limits—if you want to use an overtly racist or 
atheistic liturgy, for example, I'd fight to forbid you. But 
the 1928 Prayer Book is hardly objectionable on any such 
grounds. 

"These people are out of touch with the modern 
world," someone will say. What if they are? Some 
things in the modern world may not be worth keeping in 
touch with. But my guess is devotees of the 1928 Prayer 
Book are as much in touch with the modern world as 
anybody else—for whatever that may be worth. 

"People who want the 1928 Prayer Book are just 
nay-sayers looking for something to complain about," 
someone else will say. True,, some of them have stooped 
to name-calling and distortion of the truth. Their irrespon-
sible behavior does not serve their cause well. But let us 
evaluate their objective on its merits. A cause is not 
discredited merely because some have used disreputable 
tactics to advance it. By no means do all those who value 
traditional worship behave in this way. 

We talk these days about an inclusive church. Most 
people like the idea of an inclusive church—so long as the 
inclusiveness extends to people who think as they do. But 
a truly inclusive church will include persons who think 
differently from us. Many traditionalists feel excluded, 
despite all the talk. 

The 1928 Prayer Book should be authorized as a 
permissible alternative, among others, to the official 
Prayer Book. We should do this not to silence an angry 
minority—more than the Prayer Book is at stake, and 
merely authorizing the 1928 book would probably silence 
few dissident voices. We should do it because it is the fair, 
just, and gracious thing to do. 

about 
Book? 
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A place for young adults1 
Few young adults are found in 

many Episcopal congregations. Those 
who do attend services are often asked 
to run youth groups or join other 
parish groups which do not address 
their concerns. 

Many young adults are trying to 
steer their way through the world at 
the entry level. How do they find 
intimacy in this world, and where are 
the boundaries? How do they exer-
cise the power they are gaining in 
society, and how do they relate to 
those in authority over them? 

Several dioceses are helping young 
adults deal with vocation, relation-, 
ships, and power through a program 

called Job/Intimacy/Power. It includes 
a three-day event during which young 
adults share their concerns, gain mu-
tual support, and plan ministries. 

Young adults have involved them-
selves in diocesan and local legisla-
tive processes; organized their own 
support groups, retreats, and confer-
ences; and developed leadership 
training events. 

Consultants are available to meet 
with diocesan teams to explore ways 
to strengthen young adult ministries. 
For more information, call John 
Vogelsang or Wayne Schwab at the 
Episcopal Church Center, (800) 
334-7626. 

Give to the Presiding Bishop's Fund for World Relief 
in order to rejoice in the service of love. 

A MINISTRY OF HOPE IN A WORLD OF NEED 
Enclosed is my contribution of $. to support 
the ministry of the Presiding Bishop's Fund for World Relief. 

NAME. 

ADDRESS. 

CITY .STATE. 
Please make out your check or money order to: 

PRESIDING BISHOP'S FUND 
THE PRESIDING BISHOP'S FUND FOR WORLD RELIEF 
815 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10017 
The Most Rev. Edmond L. Browning, Presiding Bishop 

The fund provides assistance on a non-sectarian basis, with legitimate need the only criterion. 
Contributions are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law. 

tfte pResidinG fcisfoop 

Prayer is opening 
ourselves to God 

f SACRED TRUSTS II Please send m e a free brochure describing the 
S a c r e d Trus ts U Conference: 

name 

Organization 

Address 

by Edmond L. Browning 

Jesus led a life of faith grounded in 
his trust of God. The author of the 
letter to the Hebrews writes that Jesus 
came into the world praying, "I have 
come, O God, to do your will." (Heb. 
10:7) Trust in the faithfulness of God 
was at the core of Jesus' teaching, his 
preaching, and all his actions. So 
when he was asked how one should 
pray, Jesus replied with a prayer that 
demonstrated that trust: "Your king-
dom come, your will be done." 

In the Lord's Prayer, Jesus gives us 
a summary of his life, a life that ends 
with another prayer of trust: "Into 
your hands, I commit my spirit." In 
the Lord's Prayer, Jesus gives us a 
guide for faith-filled lives. 

The author to the Hebrews reports 
that Jesus quoted a portion of Psalm 
40 to describe his trust in God's will. 
In his good news message, Jesus drew 
continually on the faith history of the 
Jews. He was deeply rooted in the 
scriptures and freely quoted from 
these scriptures. He often brought 
various portions of scripture together 
to foster a deeper understanding of 
God's will. And Jesus prayed the 
scriptures. 

Jesus was also deeply rooted in his 
faith community. He prayed and 
taught in the temple. He observed 
the religious feasts and fasts. His 
preaching and teaching reflected the 
religious questions of the time. He 
met and entered into intense dia-
logue with the religious pluralism 
represented in the Jewish community 
of the time. 

Jesus was not a loner. His prayers 
called together a faithful God and a 
faith-filled humanity. He called to-
gether a community and called forth 
from that assembly a trust in God's 
will that allowed God's Spirit to stir 
new life in them. We witness this in 
the gathering of the community for 
prayer and worship at Passover dur-
ing the week we have come to call 
"holy." 

"Your kingdom come." Jesus' mes-
sage was about the dawn of the reign 
of God. "Preach as you go, saying 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 

MOHEY, MATERIALS & MANAGEMENT 
A Conference on the Stewardship and Preservation o f 

Historic Religious Buildings 
May 1 7 - 2 1 . 1 9 8 9 D e t r o i t Michigan 

Clergy, laypeople. arch It eels, craftsmen and preservationists are Invited to 
Join Sacred Trusts B, the second national conference to present solutions 
to the repair, maintenance, and management of one of America's priceless 
heritages - Its historic churches. Conference sessions will Include: 

• Technical Workshops on specific church-related 
malntenace and repair problems. 

• Resources for rejuvenating and preserving historic 
places of woishlp. 

• Successful strategies and partnerships. 
• Special events and tours. 

Sacred Trusts D Is sponsored by the City of Detroit Historic Designation 
Advisory Board, the National Center for the Stewardship md Preservation 

\Of Religious Properties, and the national Trust for Historic Preservation. 

(Matt. 10:7) It is God who reigns over 
all creation; it is God who reigns over 
all people. The coming of God's king-
dom is the sovereignty of God's will. 
"Your will be done on earth as in 
heaven." A new creation, a new hu-
manity based on the will of God. In 
the prayer that Jesus taught, he helps 
us to anticipate God's kingdom—he 
helps us to turn ourselves over totally 
to God's will. 

Prayer helps open and channel 
God's will to us as individuals and as 
community. When we open ourselves 
to the will of God in prayer, we are 
doing more than establishing a ritu-
alistic approach to God. We are form-
ing an intimate relationship. In the 
bond of prayer, God shares his will 
for us and we surrender ourselves in 
trust to him. In the intimacy of our 
prayer, we are drawn into a covenant 
with the God we worship and obey. 
"For yours is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever." 

O God, you manifest in your servants the 
signs of your presence: Send .forth upon 
us the Spirit of love, that in companion-
ship with one another your abounding 
grace may increase among us; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

R E J O I C E ! 
in the service of love 

On the Fourth Sunday in Lent 
we join with six other denominations in 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
The sorrow we share turns to the joy we also share. 

State 

Send to: S a c r e d I t u s t s • Conference 
H.D.A.B. 
2 0 2 City-County Building 
Detroit Ml 4 8 2 2 6 

The year 1989 is our Year of Prayer 
for Evangelism. Evangelism is 
grounded in the will of God, rooted 
in our opening our lives and our 
community to the will of God. We 
begin our evangelism by surrender-
ing ourselves totally to God, by allow-
ing God's will to be done, by antici-
pating and welcoming God's 
kingdom. When we ourselves have 
been evangelized by God's will, when 
we have been reformed and renewed 
by the vision of God's will, we can go 
forward to preach and teach, we can 
go out proclaiming the good news of 
salvation, we can enter into the one 
mission. We can enter into mission 
because true mission is doing the will 
of God. 

As you go forward into this Year of 
Prayer for Evangelism, remember the 
prayer for mission found in the serv-
ice of Evening Prayer: 

Or call: (313) 2 2 4 - 3 4 8 7 

Important things to share: 
• God's love 
• the expertise of dedicated people 
• the understanding of the world's needs 
• our money 
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Hispanics in an Anglo church 

Lesser Feasts 
and Fasts 

Lesser Feasts 
and Fasts 

This Fourth Edition includes 
the Proper for each of the 
Lesser Feasts, the Weekdays 
of Lent and Easter, the Com-
mon of Saints, and the major 
fixed Holy Days. Biograph-
ical information appears on 
the page facing the Proper. 
(6%xsy2) 

214-8 Cloth . . .$12 .50 

servit 

The Book of 
Occasional Services 

This revision includes all 
Occasional Services from the 
first edition, plus everything 
approved by General Conven-
tion from 1982-1988. This vol-
ume is designed in the same 
format as the previous edition. 

217-2 . . . $11.95 

The Way of the Cross 
Neither too heavy nor too flimsy, 
this full size edition of the Way of 
the Cross provides a dignified yet 
very inexpensive alternative to 
pamphlets for use at this tradi-
tional Lenten devotion. Includes 
the texts for all fourteen stations 
and the text of the Stabat Mater. 
(6x8%) 
155-9 Paper, 20 pages 
[pack of 25] $9.95 

^ CHURCH 
The Church Hymnal 
Corporation 

8oo Second Ave . , N e w Y o r k , n y 10017 
Telephone: (800 ) zzy66oz 

by Steve Weston 

4 THE EPISCOPALIAN FEBRUARY, 1989 

The distance between aspiration 
and reality in deploying indigenous 
Hispanic clergy and lay leaders nar-
rowed at a year-end conference at 
Delray Beach, Ha., the fourth minis-
try consultation in 1988 sponsored by 
the Episcopal Hispanic office. 

In a 24-hour round of talks among 
seminary deans, Hispanic bishops, 
clergy, and laity from the Hispanic 
Trust Fund, the recruiting, educat-
ing, and deployment of Hispanic 
clergy for the next century drew in-
formed response. 

The willingness of seminary deans 
and the roles the 11 Episcopal semi-
naries play in educating Hispanic stu-
dents did not reduce the tension cre-
ated by a largely Anglo ordination 
process that faces every aspirant for 
holy orders, regardless of ethnic ori-
gin. ; 

Hispanic leadership at Delray Beach 
insisted that a second-class priest-
hood resulting from any exception to 
the educational rule was repugnant. 
Latin-American clergy seeking parish 
responsibility in the largely success-
oriented Anglo hierarchy want to 
compete from the same level of com-
petence their Anglo peers enjoy. 
Achieving the educational rung is 
an enigmatic puzzle that Hispanics 
drawn to lay and ordained ministry 
are trying to piece together. 

The Hispanic office of the Episco-
pal Church under Herbert 
Arrunategui has sought to address 
the balance of educational qualifica-
tion and the hunger on the part of 
Latin American communities in this 
country for complete inclusion in the 
life of the church. 

For Suffragan Bishop Gordon 
Charlton of Texas, the answer to re-
cruiting, training, and placing His-
panic clergy in a largely Anglo struc-
ture lies in the politics of immigration 
itself. "Newly arrived immigrants," 
he told the Delray Beach conference, 
"are much more receptive and open 
in a way other people are not. 
Because they've given up everything, 
or have come here under duress, 
they are open to new religious 
affiliation." 

Bishop Antonio Ramos, former 
bishop in Costa Rica, now assistant 
bishop in New York, said the church 
cannot do a good job of recruiting 
unless it deploys Hispanic priests. 
"We can't come from the perspective 
of the established church for doing 
Hispanic work." Most Hispanics, he 
said, can't afford ministry in the Epis-
copal Church. 

William Pregnall, recent dean of 
the Church Divinity School of the 
Pacific, described the development of 
"base communities" in the Chócese of 
California as a means of developing 
indigenous lay and ordained minis-
try. "We're stuck with radical 
pluralism," he said, referring to a 
culture of dense and often conflicting 
motivational forces in Silicon Valley 
affecting more than 250,000 Hispan-
ics. Many want to be assimilated into 
the Episcopal Church. 

But Bishop Otis Charles, dean of 
the Episcopal Divinity School in 

Cambridge, Mass., saw natural resis-
tance from the Hispanic community 
to the status quo of Episcopalians 
already constituting an ethnic church. 
"We may be able to support Hispanic 
ministry but may not be able to make 
it come alive. That won't happen 
until we give the gospel away—give 
the structure away. We don't have a 
Navajo church because we still have 
that impediment," he said. 

Maria Aris-Paul, director of the 
Instituto Pastoral Hispano, a four-
year school of theological and practi-
cal education for Hispanic lay and 
ordained ministry at General Semi-
nary in New York, outlined contrast-
ing methods of recruitment. "One 
way is traditional, which perpetuates 
the one priest-one congregation 
model." Thousands of Hispanics from 
a Roman Catholic background are 
poor and find their way thwarted as 
they seek theological training. She 

said the accepted model in the Epis-
copal Church constitutes a narrow 
view of white, middle-class identity 
which does not reach Hispanics. 

"Can we be flexible enough to use 
a missionary strategy that wül accom-
modate and bring into the fold the 
immigrants who are coming to us?" 
she asked. 

Conclusions drawn from the two 
days of discussion centered on the 
accepted career model of ministry 
and the tension it produces for His-
panics and Anglo clergy. More money 
and resources are needed if Hispanic 
educational leadership in the church 
is to emerge. A clearer understand-
ing of theology behind Hispanic min-
istry also registered as a critical ingre-
dient to further deployment success. 

Steve Weston is editor of Crossroads, the 
monthly publication of the Diocese of Dal-
las. 

William S. Pregnall, right, with Maria Aris-Paul and James Fenhagen, dean of General 
Seminary, at Delray Beach conference 

One cathedral, two congregations 
Hispanics, both second- and third-

generation and undocumented, form 
sizable communities in the Dallas-
Fort Worth area. Their presence in 
"Little Asia," the East Dallas settle-
ment that also houses Asians and 
Pacific Island ethnic groups, is a threat 
and a promise the Diocese of Dallas 
and St. Matthew's Cathedral address 
daily. 

Catedral de San Mateo, the His-
panic congregation at St. Matthew's, 
numbers 500 persons. It is one of the 
largest concentrations of Central and 
South Americans in the Episcopal 
Church. Uriel Osnaya, a native of 
Mexico City, leads the development 
of a unique ministry that includes 
persons from Guatemala, El Salva-
dor, Mexico, Honduras, Bolivia, Co-
lombia, and Argentina. "The nucleus, 
about 60 percent," Osnaya says, "is 
Mexican. About 90 percent have a 
Roman Catholic background, and for 
them it is not difficult to become 
Episcopalians." 

Willie Muniz, now part of Hispanic 
ministry in the Diocese of the Rio 
Grande, began the Spanish-speaking 
congregation at St. Matthew's in 1980.' 

It has grown in several directions 
under Osnaya's influence. He has 

maintained the distinctly Latin-Amer-
ican ethos while at the same time 
impressing upon his congregation 
that the Episcopal Church is a prod-
uct of the Reformation. 

"When I preach," Osnaya says, "I 
tell them about the real Anglican 
Church, of which we are all a part. 
They feel welcome here because we 
greet each other in the name of the 
Lord. That is entirely different from 
the way they worshiped in Central 
America." 

Osnaya contrasts the two cathe-
dral congregations at St. Matthew's. 
"We are two entirely different cul-
tures. You have formality, and we 
sometimes have children crying in 
our services. There is a sense of unity 
in the family with Hispanics in which 
the grandmother or grandfather is 
the center." 

For years the church has sent 
missionaries to Mexico. "Now the 
people are here. Some are looking for 
a better tomorrow, more than a few 
have come for political reasons, but 
they are all here for something better. 
We don't have jobs in Mexico for all 
these people. They find jobs here, 
often doing work that other people 
don't want to do, and for less salary." 
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COCU plan offers mutual recognition but not uniformity 
Greater unity in witness, sacra-

ments, and service for more than 22 
million Ü.S. Christians was called for 
December 9 in New Orleans by rep-
resentatives of nine major religious 
bodies. 

In a unanimous vote, the Consul-
tation on Church Union (COCU) sent 
to the legislative assemblies of its 
member churches a proposal for a 
"definitive agreement for joining with 
other participating churches in cove-
nant communion." 

Action by the nine churches is not 
expected to be completed before the 
mid-1990's, at the earliest. The Epis-
copal Church could vote on the pro-
posal at its 1991 General Convention. 

The covenanting proposal is the 
culmination of more than 25 years of 
study, debate, and agreement in 
COCU. The plan is described by one 
of its architects as "a biblical format 
to bring Christians together sociolog-
ically and theologically to meet 
today's needs and those of the 
future." 

A preliminary draft was issued in 
1984 for study and response. The text 
adopted in New Orleans was revised 

Consultation of 
bishops in small 
dioceses meets 

Bishops from 11 small dioceses 
spent two days in December discuss-
ing how to minister in areas with few 
people and limited financial re-
sources. Held in Grapevine, Texas, 
the meeting attracted bishops, clergy, 
and other professionals from Hawaii 
to Maryland. 

Participants discovered they had a 
number of common concerns. A lone 
bishop is often sufficient for operat-
ing at a survival level, with funds for 
program and diocesan staff not avail-
able. Although the majority of par-
ishes in the U.S. are small, they re-
ceive little national support. Small 
dioceses need help in developing lo-
cal ordination training programs in 
areas which do not offer salaries to 
attract clergy. Bishops in dioceses with 
great distances between churches ex-
perience a sense of isolation and lone-
liness. 

Middle East study 
guide available 

The Episcopal Church has prepared 
two resources for study and discus-
sion groups which outline the 
church's position on Middle Eastern 
problems. 

The Middle East Today: An annotated 
bibliography includes more than 70 
selections of recent literature and 
audio-visual materials, together with 
a list of prices and suppliers. Middle 
Eastern Speakers Directory includes 
more than 80 listings of informed 
speakers, their geographical areas, 
and general information about avail-
ability and fees. 

Both guides, which have been sent 
to all dioceses, will be updated peri-
odically. Persons wishing to order 
their own copies should write: Mis-
sion Information Office, Episcopal 
Church Center, 815 Second Ave., New 
York, N.Y. 10017. 

in light of comments received. 
Under the proposal, the nine 

churches would recognize each 
other's baptism, membership, and or-
dained clergy. Congregations in a 
given community would celebrate 
Holy Communion together regularly 
and plan joint mission and service. 

Each of the nine churches would 
retain its own name, form of church 
government, worship, and patterns 
of ministerial training and placement. 
"Church of Christ Uniting" would be 
added to the present name of cove-
nant churches. 

"The aim of this covenant com-
munion will be to make visible and 
practicable in the places where we 
live what we already say with our 
lips," COCU officials said. "Some 
will be surprised to learn that COCU 

Consultation on Church Union 

churches are not already one in these 
ways, but the painful fact is that they 
are not." 

David Taylor of Princeton, N.J., 
COCU's general secretary, said that 
"we believe we are being led by God 

in a new way that has implications 
far beyond these nine churches—the 
unity of the holy catholic church." 

Preaching at the opening eucharis-
tie celebration, George Pike of Lou-
isville, Ky., COCU's president, said 
that "what we have been seeking 
since the beginning is unity, not uni-
formity, in things that really matter, 
like membership and ministry and 
mission. We are not, and never have 
been, seeking to be monolithic . " 

Bishop Edward W. Jones of Indian-
apolis, who headed the Episcopal 
delegation, told the group that "an 
uncertainty about covenanting hung 
over" the Episcopal Church's consid-
eration of the theology consensus at 
last summer's General Convention. 
"We have a commitment to continue," 
he said. 
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A Faithful Employee, 
Can't Retire On 
Good Intentions 
That's why we offer The Easy Retirement Plan 

Someday soon, you promise yourself, you'll get around to it. You'll do something to ensure that 
your hardworking employees will have more than a monthly Social Security check to retire on. 

Turning Intentions Into Action 
You needn't put off acting on those good intentions one day longer. Simply join the hundreds of 
enlightened Church employers who are providing retirement security to their loyal employees 
through The Episcopal Church Lay Employees' Retirement Plan. 

One Employee or Hundreds 
It's nicknamed The Easy Retirement Plan — and with good reason. Whether you have one 
employee or one hundred, this defined benefit plan, approved by the I.R.S., takes care of all 
administrative costs for lawyers, actuaries, investment managers.. handles all the busy-work for 
you...protects you from potential Employee Benefits Liability associated with administering your 
own plan. Most important, the Plan's pure-retirement benefits are highly attractive to employees. 
All this for a reasonable quarterly contribution. 

Quick, Easy, Reasonable ' 
For details about how The Episcopal Church Lay Employees' Retirement Plan can quickly, easily 
and economically turn your good intentions into a fait accompli, call or write James T. Brown, 
Manager, Lay Employee Pensions. His toll-free number is 800-223-6602; in New York, 
212-661-6700. 

CHURCH 
Church Life 
Insurance Corporation 

800 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 
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Wheaton evangelicals drawn to Anglicanism 
by Patricia M. Szymczak 

Ten years ago, St. Mark's Episcopal Church in 
Geneva, 111., drew an adult congregation of about 
60 for Sunday services. Not surprisingly, none of 
the congregation was from Wheaton College, home 
to the Billy Graham Center and the Institute for the 
Study of American Evangelicals. 

But things changed after G. Richard Lobs, III, 
rector of St. Mark's, was invited to preach at the 
Wheaton College Chapel. 

The invitation came out of his acquaintance 
with Hudson T. Armerding, who retired as 
Wheaton's president in 1982. "I was the first 
Anglican who was not an international figure in 
the Anglican communion to preach at Wheaton," 
Lobs said. 

Wheaton College students began coming to 
him. And today 50 students and faculty from 
Wheaton College are among the 450 adults and 
children who worship on Sundays at St. Mark's. 

Of a recent confirmation class of 21, eight 
were from Wheaton College. There are also eight 
former evangelical clergy in the congregation, Lobs 
said. 

Episcopalians "preach Bible study and a cog-
nitive approach to Christianity," Lobs said. And 
that appeals to evangelicals who find their 
beliefs in scripture, an historic Christ, personal 
salvation and the need for evangelism affirmed in 
Episcopal circles. 

• 

The experience at St. Mark's is not unique. 
Wheaton's evangelical influence on Episcopal 
churches in Chicago's western suburbs is also 
strong in Glen Ellyn at another St. Mark's and at 
St. Barnabas where the roots of the phenonmenon 
can be traced. 

In 1972 Robert E. Webber, a Wheaton College 
theologian, came to St. Barnabas with two stu-
dents, and, together with an increasing number of 
students, kept coming until the congregation qua-
drupled. 

"He's a kind of Pied Piper," said Lobs. "Wher-
ever he goes, his students go. What brings them is 
the liturgy. They want roots." 

Webber started things off in the early 1970's 
when he began bringing students to services with 
him. At one point, two-thirds of the congregation 
was from Wheaton College. 

"We had to set up folding chairs in the aisle," 
said Robert McFarland, who came to St. Barnabas 
as rector about the same time that Lobs took over 
at St. Mark's. 

"I had never had any experience with 
evangelicals before," McFarland said. "They asked 
searching questions, and I had to answer them. I 
had to dig into my own beliefs." 

"What the evangelical brings to the Episcopal 
Church is a deep commitment to the gospel and 
enthusiasm," said Webber, an Anglican who is the 
son of Baptist missionaries. 

According to Webber, "What the evangelical 

gets is a worship experience rich in the ritual of the 
Middle Ages in a setting where evangelical pursuit 
of Bible study and what Lobs calls 'a cognitive 
approach to Christianity' are stressed. They also 
feel a sense of history in a church with claims to 
apostolic succession." 

Wheaton College keeps no head count on num-
bers of faculty or students in denominations not 
under the evangelical umbrella. But unofficial 
counts by some professors suggest that 30 or more 
of a faculty of 160 attend Episcopal services. This 
was not so 10 years ago, Webber and others said. 

Wheaton College administrators and alumni 
may have "looked suspiciously" upon the growth 
in Episcopal presence at first, Webber .said. "But 
now after more than 15 years, i f s seen as provid-
ing a balance that's not to be feared." 

Henry W. Nelson, vice-president of student 
development, said of the Anglican phenomenon, 
"I think it's healthy." 

Nelson, who teaches Sunday school at the 
Wheaton Evangelical Free Church, said he wor-
shiped in Anglican churches while on a recent 
sabbatical at Oxford and that three of his five 
children are Episcopalians. 

"Students come here from all over and have 
the opportunity to worship in and visit other 
churches. It's a viable option for them, something 
that's worthwhile," Nelson said. 

Nelson pointed out that a son of the late V. 
Raymond Edman, president of Wheaton College 
from 1940 to 1965, was ordained an Episcopal 

Robert Webber in his Wheaton College office 

priest and that Episcopalians always have had a 
presence at Wheaton College. 

"The low church needs to discover the lost art 
of reverential worship, and the high church needs 
to discover that the priest doesn't have to do it all," 
Nelson said. "If students at Wheaton wanted to do 
a morning eucharist, the college would not only 
allow it, it would encourage it." 

In fact, among evangelicals generally "there is 
a trend for the future that might focus on the 
eucharist," Nelson said. 

Some Anglican faculty at Wheaton doubt 
Nelson's sincerity. They're still smarting over an 
anti-proselytizing policy that a few years ago shut 
down the Canterbury Club, an Episcopal student 
organization that celebrated a weekly mass on 
campus. 

But interested Wheaton students still meet to 
say the Anglican office of 'Morning Prayer, which 
doesn't include communion, led twice a week by 
philosophy professor David Fletcher, a licensed 
lay reader and one of three Anglican converts in a 
philosophy faculty of five. 

"At Wheaton there is a deep interest in 
Anglicanism," Webber said. 

"We quote C. S. Lewis as much as we quote the 
Bible," he added, a reference to the Marion E. 
Wade Collection at Wheaton College, which is 
reputed to contain the world's most comprehen-
sive collection of the Anglican author's work. 
This article is reprinted by permission from the Chicago 
Tribune. 
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I SWEATSHIRTS 
r & T-SHIRTS 
Have you hugged an 
Episcopalian today? 
• QtJlors: white, yellow, light blue a n | red 
• T-Sjjirts: standard weight, short sleeve 
• QuaíHjr premium, US made nationaíbrands 
• Money b$ck guarantee. 
• Quantity inquiries invited. 
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"BURIAL in THE CHURCH not from THE CHURCH" 
After careful research and planning, we 

installed a 64 unit A r m e n t o Columbarium. 
W e were pleased that within four months , 
2 9 niches had been claimed. Much o f this 
positive response was due to the educat ion 
and preparation o f the congregation. 

T h e expert craf tsmanship and the rich 
beauty of the bronze c o m b i n e to enhance 
the north entrance into o u r nave. T h i s is 
especially important s ince t h e installation is 
part o f the fabric o f o u r baptismal area . 
W e truly ac t out what we believe - that we 
a r e baptized into the death and resurrection 
o f J esus Christ . 

W e have the capacity to expand to 2 4 0 
niches and intend to proceed as soon as the 
need indicates. : 

J^-yJJ ^'CjULJ-* 

T h e R e v e r e n d J o s e p h D i R a d d o , R e c t o r 

1011 MiliUiy Rd. 

i f e d c a l B u f f o ^ N Y 14217 
A f t s Phone:716/875-2423 

FAX:1-716/875-8011 

Write or FAX for FREE Kit o f In format ion 

Modified arrangement of Niches by architect 
1st Phase, 64 niches, Grapevine Design 

Special thanks a r e due for 
the success o f this co lum-
barium ministiy t o t h e 
untiring ef for ts o f 
J o y c e M . Gri f f in 
and for t h e fine archi tec-
tural designs by 
Kenneth Mart in Graves 
Archi tec t 

Chairman, Columbar ium 
Commit tee . 

The Reverend 
Joseph DiRaddo 
Rector 
St. Luke's Episcopal 
San Antonio, Texas 
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Prayers, resources for Decade of Evangelism 
General Convention designated 

1989 as a year of prayerful prepara-
tion for a decade of evangelism in the 
1990's. 

At their November, 1988, meeting, 
the presiding bishop and Executive 
Council called upon all Episcopal di-
oceses, congregations, organizations, 
networks, and publications to use all 
the means available to them to share 
in a year of prayer for God's leading 
and empowerment for the Decade of 
Evangelism by: 

• encouraging any two or more 
members who gather for any Chris-
tian purpose to pray together for evan-
gelism and to inform their prayers by 
the study of scripture, using the 
lectionary or other Bible study re-
sources; and 

• encouraging members to pray 
for evangelism as part of their private 
devotions and to inform their prayers 
by the study of scripture. 

To support this work the presiding 

excnanGe 
Passionate about purificators? 
Useful tips for chalice bearers and altar 
guilds about the etiquette of using 
purificators at the Eucharist are found 
in George Koch's "How and why to 
use a purificator." Free with a self-
addressed, stamped envelope sent to: 
George Koch, 620 Glenwood Ct., Mil 
Valley, Calif. 94941. 

Scholar seeks information 
on Bishop Rowe 
Historian David Dean would like to 
hear from anyone with correspondence 
or reminiscences of the late Bishop 
Peter Trimble Rowe, who served Alaska 
for nearly five decades (1895-1942). 
Dean is also trying to locate Rowe's 
sons. If you can help, contact David 
Dean, Department of History, Frostburg 
State University, Frostburg, Md. 
21532-1099. 

Church needs flags 
Church of the Savior, a new mission in 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh, needs an 
American flag, an Episcopal Church 
flag, two flagpoles, and two flagpole 
stands. The church will pay shipping 
cost if neccessary. Write to David 
Wilson, Church of the Savior, 1123 
Merchant St., Ambridge, Pa. 15003, or 
call (412) 266-4412. 

Episcopal camp 
seeks interns 
The Episcopal Camp and Conference 
Center in Ivoryton, Conn., is seeking 
college students interested in exploring 
possible majors or a career in recre-
ation or environmental education. A 
stipend, plus board, housing, and laun-
dry, is provided. Write to Andrew 
Katsanis, Executive Director, ECCC, Box 
577, Ivoryton, Conn. 06442. 

Publisher seeks Christian poets 
Spiritual Quest Publishing is interested 
in poetry submissions for the 1989 Chris-
tian Poetry Anthology. All entries must 
be spiritual in nature. Poets may submit 
up to four typed poems (maximum 26 
lines each), together with a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope, to Spiritual 
Quest Publishing, 505 St. Andrews Dr., 
Sarasota, Fla. 34243. 

bishop and Executive Council: (a) of-
fer suggested private and corporate 
prayers for the Decade of Evange-
lism; (b) encourage sharing music 
which informs and deepens this 
prayer; and (c) call all members to 
send new ideas for evangelism aris-
ing in answer to these prayers to the 
Anglican Fellowship of Prayer (Box 
M, Winter Park, Fla. 32790), which 
will receive, collate, and forward them 
to the Evangelism Ministries Office 
for distribution to diocesan bishops 
and evangelism units. 

To begin, Executive Council pre-
pared following prayers. 

For individuals: 
Jesus Christ, Son of God, make yourself 
known through me. 

Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, speak 
through me to others. 

For groups and congregations: 
Almighty God, by your grace you have 
given us new life in Jesus Christ, and by 
your Spirit you have called us to proclaim 
his Name throughout the nations: Awaken 
in us such a love for you and for your 
world that in the coming Decade of Evan-
gelism we may so boldly proclaim Jesus 
Christ by word and deed that all people 
may come to know him as Savior and 
follow him as Lord; to the glory of your 
Name. Amen. 

Almighty God, you have called your 
church to preach the gospel to all nations, 
and you have taught us to seek and serve 
Christ in all people: Strengthen and in-

spire the congregations of this church as 
we prepare for a Decade of Evangelism. 
Help us to recognize the promptings of 
the Spirit in those who do not now profess 
the Name of your Christ and, by our 
words and deeds, to encourage them in 
their pilgrimage that they may find the 
joy and peace of knowing Jesus Christ, 
their Lord and ours; who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, now and 
for ever. Amen. 

Supplementary resources, includ-
ing petitions for the Prayers of the 
People at the Holy Eucharist, have 
been prepared as well. 

The evangelism subcommittee of 
Executive Council's Witness and Out-
reach Committee sent these prayers 
and resources late in December to all 
bishops, diocesan evangelism units, 
voluntary organizations working in 
evangelism, and church-related pub-
lications. 

The Closer\ou Look,The Better 
We Look. 
And any way you look at it, Shell Point Village 
is magnificent. Just look at the tropical island 
setting of lush foliage, exotic birds and fish, 
exquisite flowers, mysterious mangroves and 
sparkling lagoons. 

Look at the luxurious mid-rise and garden 
apartments. With shops, restaurants, pools, 
spas, marma> Wlage Church, medical care and 
amenities of every kind. 

And look at the full array of lifestyle 
choices and financial options. From total 
independence to assisted living to nursing care. 
From annual leasing, to life-care, to life-caie with 
refundable equity. 

But don't just look from a distance. Come and see Shell Point for 
yourself. Up close. In person. Where it's better. 

r Show Me More: n 

For more information about this enchanted retirement setting, call or write Shell Point 
Village, Dept. EP-B, 15000 Shell Point Blvd., Ft. Myers, FL 33908. Phone 1-813-466-1131. 

Name 

L 

Address. 

City 

Zip 

. State. 

Phone. "J 
SUI Point Villani 

R E T I R E M E N T COMMUNITY 

88040 
PrAd 
9/21/88-8 

A nonprofit ministry of The Christian and Missionary Alliance Foundation, Inc. 
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THE BISHOP GRAVATT CENTER 
INVITES YOU FOR 

BED AND BREAKFAST 

1989 MASTERS GOLF TOURNAMENT 
APRIL 6-9, 1989 

Only 33 miles by interstate highway 
to the Augusta National Golf Club, 

offering a secure and rustic 
setting for privacy and 

relaxation at 
affordable 

prices. 

For more informa-
tion contact The 
Bishop Gravait Col-
ter, 1006 Camp Gra-
Road, Aiken, SC 
29801 or phone 
(803) 648-1817. 

rtiçtt TEÄ 
11 oz. 'White Ceramic 9dug uñtk 

3 COCOT 'Episcopal Sfiieid 

j 

send 6.95 to: (includes shipping) 
Sh ield (Products 

350 (Burnside %d. 
Ponticello, IL 61856 

allow 4 uttkj for diûvery - custom orders availaiCe 

D I S C I P L E 
BECOMING DISCIPLES 

THROUGH BIBLE 
STUDY 

1989 TRAINING SEMINAR 
SCHEDULE 

June 20-22 
June 27-29 

July 6-8 
July 11-13 
July 18-20 
July 25-27 

August 1-3 

September 5-7 

W h a t is DISCIPLE? 

DISCIPLE is a new approach to Bible study. 
During the course of 34 weeks, DISCIPLE study 
groups move through die Scriptures from 
the Creation to the New Jerusalem. Each 
week, a major theme helps the learner grow 
in understanding the Bible. Through chal-
lenge of theological views, from group 
discussions, using video presentations, the 
12-member study group will be inspired and 
transformed into better Christian disciples. 

DISCIPLE participants will become better Sun-
day school teachers, better parents, better 
members of youth groups and choirs, better 
officers in the church, better fellowship 
members . . . because each person's min-
istry will be inspired and informed. 

"DISCIPLE is one of the best adult studies of its 
kind these days." 
—Dr. Locke E. Bowman, Jr. 
Virginia Theological Seminary 

For m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n , 
C A L L T O L L F R E E : 
1 -800-672-1789 . 
( W e s t o f t h e R o c k i e s , 
ca l l 1 -800-251-8591) . 

Charlotte, NC 
Atlanta, GA 

Dallas, TX 
Cincinnati, OH 
Cherry Hill, NJ 
Kansas City, KS 

Seattle, WA 

Denver, CO 

Who should attend DISCIPLE training events? 

• Pastors who have the support of their 
administrative board or council for this 
important but demanding dedication of time 
for training and implementation. They will 
be guided in the effective use of DISCIPLE in 
their local congregation. 
• Persons already trained at a previous 
event to teach DISCIPLE to adults but now plan 
to teach DISCIPLE to youth. 
• Persons who were members of a DISCIPLE 

study group and now plan to teach either an 
adult or youth group for the first time. 
Persons who attend DISCIPLE training semin-
ars will benefit from quality leadership 
training as well as gain valuable hands-on 
experience with the DISCIPLE resources. They 
will enjoy sharing experiences with the 
seminar leadership and with others from 
across the country who have already partici-
pated in the 34-week study. 

P-202-EPS 

Many Episcopal congregations are small in numbers and 1 
vision. The most pressing question often is "Can we keep 
it going another yearf" Here are the stories of two such 
congregations now enjoying new vitality. In each case, a 
"retired" priest assumed the leadership and challenged 
the congregation. 

Not champagne, but very good cider 
Church of the Epiphany in Urbana, 

Ohio, was looking for a new priest. 
Could they afford a full-time priest, 
or should they seek a part-time priest, 
perhaps yoking writh another congre-
gation? 

The vestry decided a full-time priest 
was needed, but the parish budget, 
which had run a deficit in recent 
years, couldn't pay for one. What to 
do? 

The first step was to make a com-
mitment to the tithe as the basis of 
stewardship at Epiphany. The vestry 
so voted and backed their votes with 
their money. The second step was to 
conduct an unusual springtime every 
member canvass on the theme "Mir-
acle in Ministry" and let the congre-
gation decide, by their pledges, what 
the future ministry of Epiphany 
would look like. 

Epiphany reaped a 40 percent in-
crease in giving and 13 new pledges. 

"The future truly was to be de-
cided by the stewardship of the 
congregation," says Diane Kremer, 
canvass chairman. Three kinds of let-
ters were sent: to the involved, to 
"well-wishers" in town, and to out-
of-town people with connections to 
the congregation. Many pastoral op-
portunities surfaced and were ad-
dressed. 

One key element in Epiphany's 
new vitality was the arrival of Gordon 
Price as interim rector. Price, 72, is an 
experienced parish priest whose re-
tirement home is 45 miles away. Told 
that interim ministry is a specialized 
field, Epiphany decided to send Price 
—at the parish's expense—to a train-
ing program for interim clergy in 
Richmond, Va. Price began his work 
in January, 1988. 

"Any cook knows you have to stir 
the pot," says Price. "Then the meat 
and vegetables on the bottom come 
to the surface; the herbs and spices 
blend, and the whole is made better 
by mixing the parts. 

"That's a parable about interim min-
istry. I f s a time to stir pots, to bring 
to the surface what7 s on the bottom, 
to enable each person to add his or 
her own flavor or spice to the feast 
that is to be. 

"My job as interim is to listen pa-
tiently and lovingly as the brew bub-
bles, skim off the poisons of anger, 
misunderstanding, bitterness, and 
pain which every parish has and 
offer them at the altar, enabling the 
people to do the same," says Price. 

"The folk of Epiphany may not be 
quaffing champagne, but they sure 
are enjoying a good grade of cider— 
Thanks be to God!" adds Kremer. 

First you cart off all t h e . . . 
"The first thing we did was remove 

the bat and racoon droppings," says 
Ivan Smith. "It had been a while 
since anybody had been up to the 
second floor. We took out 650 pounds 
of droppings from the second floor of 
the parish hall alone." 

As southern Door County, Wis., 
began to decline economically after 
World War II—the area's two largest 
industries, farming and ship build-
ing, fell on hard times—the Episcopal 
Church of the Precious Blood, lo-
cated in Gardner Township, declined 
as well. From its heyday in the 1940's, 
the congregation had dwindled to 
two persons by 1986. 

When Smith took early retirement 
and moved to Door County after years 
of serving as a priest in inner-city 
Chicago churches, he found a place 
long inhabited by bats and racoons. 

"There was no heat, no toilets, no 
people. What was left of the parish 
had been meeting in someone's 
home," he says. 

Smith began making calls. A few 
inactive members who had drifted 
away came back. The Sunday congre-
gation began to average 10 or 12. A 
small heating unit was installed in 
the sacristy of the run-down church, 
and services were moved there. Then 
the sacristy was painted and 
replastered. And in the summer 
months, the congregation resumed 
worshiping in the church itself. 

"One of the good things about the 

Diocese of Fond du Lac," Smith says, 
"is the wonderful support from 
brother clergy , and others in the dio-
cese. Bishop [William] Stevens, the 
cathedral, the Lake Shore Deanery, 
the Oneida Indians—all have sent us 
tithe checks from money they had 
raised for other purposes." 

Gardner Township is a picturesque 
rural community with family farms 
and contented-looking cows. But be-
hind the beauty are all the problems 
of an urban ghetto—unemployment, 
high school dropouts, child abuse, 
alcoholism. "It's acute," says Smith. 
"And there's no place within six miles 
for a group to meet except for the 
bars." 

Precious Blood plans to do some-
thing about the lack of meeting space. 
Running water will soon be installed 
—the church drilled a well for water 
last fall, and the diocese has just 
given money for a septic tank. Then 
the church will be able to host meet-
ings of Alcoholics Anonymous, a lo-
cal tutoring program, and other sup-
port groups which must now meet 
several miles away. 

Smith identifies with the people of 
the community. "I'm infirm, some-
times must use a walker, and often 
must sit when celebrating the 
eucharist," he says. "Something sim-
ilar has happened to southern Door 
County. But we're not helpless, and 
with God's help we're doing more 
than we thought we could." 
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Episcopal college students ponder vocation 
Following a short Christmas break, 

250 college students and chaplains 
gathered at the YMCA of the Rockies 
in Estes Park, Colo., for the Episcopal 
Church's third annual National Gath-
ering of Students. 

From December 28 to January 1 
students from nearly 100 colleges and 
universities from around the U.S. and 
Costa Rica worshiped, sang, listened, 
and shared views on vocation. 

Two keynote speakers, Richard 
Bolles and Alda Marsh Morgan, spoke 
daily and challenged the gathering to 
consider where their own vocations 
lie and how to achieve a balance 
between "what one delights to do 
and what God needs to be done," 
according to Bolles. Bolles is the au-

Kerry Neuhardt places a cross around the 
neck of Buddy James Arthur. 

Double Navajo 
celebration 
by Barbara Benedict 

The people of All Saints' Church, 
Farmington, N.M., held a double cel-
ebration December 4 when Suffragan 
Bishop William H. Wolfrum of Colo-
rado was installed as interim bishop 
of Navajoland and Buddy James 
Arthur was ordained a priest. Arthur 
is the second native American priest 
in the area. The first was Steven T. 
Plummer of Bluff, Utah, ordained in 
1976. 

The Navajo Area Mission, estab-
lished in 1977, includes portions of 
New Mexico, Arizona, and Utah 
which form the Navajo Reservation. 
It is home to some 1,100 baptized 
Episcopalians. 

Wolfrum will continue with his du-
ties in Colorado but make occasional 
visits to Navajoland until the Navajo 
choose their own bishop, an action 
General Convention approved last 
July. (Bishops for the area were pre-
viously appointed.) 

An estimated 250 people crowded 
into the little church—part of the 
compound known as the San Juan 
Mission—located on a bluff across 
the San Juan River from the city. A 
gala feast followed in the parish hall 
downstairs. 

Preacher for the ordination was 
Kerry C. Neuhardt of All Saints' 
Church, Phoenix, Ariz., who has as-
sisted Arthur with youth work among 
the Navajo and helped them become 
involved in Province VIII activities. 

Barbara Benedict is editor of The Colorado 
Episcopalian. 

thor of What Color Is Your Parachute?, 
and Morgan is the coordinator of 
ministries in higher education for 
Province VIII. Morgan focused on the 
meaning of vocations in the context 
of both society and the church. 

The event touched upon what col-
lege students face as they choose 
majors and enter the job market. 

Daily workshops identified areas 
in which vocations lie. Workshops 
included liberation theology, inclu-
sive language, juggling, new age re-
ligions, and race relations. Evening 
caucuses for homosexuals, evan-
gelicals, and those seeking ordina-
tion provided other opportunities to 
challenge preconceptions. 

The Holy Eucharist framed each 

day of the event. Both the music and 
the liturgies reexamined thoughts and 
ideas of God through lyrics in Span-
ish, Korean, Latin, and Cantonese 
and in inclusive language texts. Linda 
Strohmier of Lehigh University in 
Bethlehem, Pa., the conference chap-
lain, presented new ways of under-
standing God and each other. 

"I came here to revitalize myself, to 
get in tune with myself and with 
what I'm supposed to be doing at 
college," said Christian Clough of the 
University of Rochester. 

"If I have gained anything from 
this gathering, it is confidence," said 
Deborah Massie of the University of 

Kansas. "I have confidence that any 
group of people can come together 
and, no matter how drastic their dif-
ferences, find a common ground on 
which to stand and build a 
relationship." 

"As we concluded our Vigil Eucha-
rist on New Year's Eve, I realized the 
appropriateness of the time of year. 
The peace was given just as midnight 
struck. I can think of no more perfect 
way to begin the year than with shar-
ing the peace of the Lord. This is also 
an especially appropriate time to be-
gin realizing our vocations. I feel we 
are beginning our search anew, with 
restored vigor and replenished 
strength," added Andrew Wright of 
Texas Christian University. 

FUND RAISING: THE BEST WAY TO 
BEGIN CONSTRUCTION. 

Your Sunday attendance is setting 
church records and straining facili-
ties. In order to continue growing, 
your church needs more room. Unfor-
tunately, raising new buildings usually 
means deepening debt. And long-
term, stiff-interest loans drain future 
ministries long after the new of this 
building wears off 

Before the first nail is driven, RSI 
can help you raise funds to ensure 
financial stability in your building 
program without limiting other 
ministries. 

RSI is the most successful church 
fund-raising company in the United 
States. For 16 years, we have helped 
churches construct new complexes 
on solid financial foundations built 
with biblically based fund-raising 
methods. More than 1,300 churches 
have formed partnerships with RSI to 
remodel, relocate, increase giving to 
an annual budget, clear existing debt, 
or build new facilities. 

When your church needs to add 
new facilities, call RSI. Because 
excessive debt is no way to begin 
construction. 

RESOURCE 
I SERVICES, INC. 

America's Premier Church 
Fund-Raising Company 
12770 Merit Drive, Suite 900 
Dallas, Texas 75251 
800-527-6824 
Calgary, 403-236-1554 
Toronto, 416^92-3218 
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EPISCOPAL COMPUTER USERS GROUP 
3rd ANNUAL EXPO 

The Episcopal Computer Users Group (E.C.U.G.), 
an organization sponsored by The Church Pen-
sion Fund, will hold its third Annual Church Com-
puter Software Expo in Dallas, Texas from May 17 
-21,1989. 
This Informative three-day conference will: 
• benefit parish and diocesan office staff who 
work with computers; 

• offer seminars and hands-on demonstrations 
on Church Computer Technology and office 
automation products; and 

• represent over 50 software and hardware 
manufacturers to explore such subjects as 
local area networking, desktop publishing, 
increasing PC productivity and church office 
automation. 

The cost for this event will be $250.00 for 
E.C.U.G. members and $285.00 for non-mem-
bers; a one year membership is included. This fee 
covers four nights' lodging at the Embassy Suites 
Hotel, six meals, and shuttle transportation be-
tween the airpoit, hotel and Infomart. More infor-
mation will be available by mid-January 1989. 
Contact Lisa Kaste, 800-223-6602, for further 
information about the Episcopal Computer Users 
Group and this event. 

g g SAINTS' TIES 
w e sell lots of them 
In ones and hundreds 
People feel good wearing them 
Churches feel good about them 
They promote the Church and raise funds 
We want you to feel good too so act nowl 

In stock (Navy) Sts.Andrew,George,James.John,Uike. 
Mark.Paul.Peter.Phillp.AII Saints.Christ Church,Trinity 
& NEW EPISCOPAL TIE - See how little they cost: 

1-3 US *14Mch,4-9 *13,10-24*12,25-49 *11 hcLmaft. 
Write for larger quantity dfeccxrts. 

Also Custom Ties, Blazer-Tippet Badges. English 
Hand Painted Shields for Churches & Colleges 

Color Brochure Available 
Please note our NEW ADDRESS: 
THE HERALDIC COMPANY MC. 
100 T H E E A S T MALL , UNTT10 

TORONTO ONTARIO,CANADA M8Z-5X2 
T E L : (416)252-2345 or FAX: (416)252 0 4 4 3 

MtTONY DAWKMS-Mr. BRIAN POWELL 

Individual 
Retirement 

Homes 
Active retirement in beautiful 
southern Ohio. Join the caring 
community at Bristol Village. 
Independent living. Individual 
homes from $20,000 to $65,000. 
Life lease with refund. Assisted 
living apartments available. 
Modest monthly fees. First night 
visit FREE. Bristol Village, Waverly, 
Ohio. Call 800/223-9766, Ext. 19. 
In Ohio call 800/223-3811, Ext. 19. 

Bristol 

Vili age 
Individual homes for today's active retirement. 

"FAITH TO FAITH" 
Ecumenical Tour of the USSR 

Spring. Summer & Fall departures 
from $1999 

Visiting LENINGRAD, TAUNN, 
KIEV, MOSCOW 

f Meetings, worship & 
I contacts with Church 

Leaders, cultural 
events, all meals. 

Prospectus from: 
"The Church Trauel 

Speciedists" 
International 

Seminars 
106 8 . Fraley St. 

Kane, PA 16735 USA 
814/837-9178 

P60PL6 
Harald Kalnins was consecrated in 

November to be the first bishop in 60 
years of the German Lutheran congre-
gations of the Soviet Union • Brother 
Desmond, SSF, rector of the Franciscan 
parish of St. Stephen's, Princes Town, 
Trinidad, has been elected bishop of 
Belize • David Sumner, church histo-
rian and former editor of Southern 
Ohio's Interchange, is now editing the 
Christian Writers Newsletter • Glenn 
Biggs, associated for 52 years with For-
ward Movement Publications, died in 
December at the age of 83. 

Wendell Tamburro has been elected 
chaplain general of the Sons of the 
American Revolution • Retired Bishop 
Robert Kerr of Vermont died on No-
vember 18 in Burlington, Vt. • Queen 
Elizabeth of England has made George 
Ambo, archbishop and primate of Papua 
New Guinea, a knight commander of 
the Order of the British Empire • Gene 
White, Jr., a communications officer of 
the Presiding Bishop's Fund for World 
Relief, died in New York on November 
12. 

Andrew Mya Han, former general 
secretary of the Burma Council of 
Churches, has been consecrated bishop 
of Rangoon and archbishop of Burma • 
The breakaway Anglican Catholic 
Church in Australia has elected its first 
bishop, Albert Haley, formerly rector of 
All Saints', Brisbane • H. Scott Kirby, 
formerly director of development for St. 

Francis' Homes in Salina, Kan., is the 
new dean and rector of Christ Church 
Cathedral, Eau Claire, Wis. • Roman 
Catholic Bishop Francis B. Schulte of 
Wheeling-Charleston, W.Va., will be-
come the 12th archbishop of New 
Orleans, succeeding retiring Arch-
bishop Philip Hannan. 

Canon Ralph Wolfgang, who never 
let blindness interfere with his ministry, 
was priest associate at Grace Church, 
Merchantville, N.J., when he died in 
December, aged 93 • James Forbes, 
professor of preaching at New York's 
Union Theological Seminary, is the 
1989 Washington Cathedral fellow in 
residence • Charles John Arthurson, 
whose first spoken language was Cree, 
has been elected the first native Amer-
ican bishop of the Anglican Church of 
Canada. 

Episcopal Bishops C. FitzSimons 
Allison of South Carolina and Paul 
Moore of New York will debate each 
other during February's Harvey Lec-
tures at the Episcopal Theological Sem-
inary of the Southwest in Austin, Texas 
• Lois Wilson, founder of Al-Anon and 
widow of Alcoholics Anonymous co-
founder Bill Wilson, died in Octo-
ber at the age of 97 • Sister Rachel 
Hosmer, OSH, priest, teacher, theolo-
gian, author, missionary, and social 
activist, died December 23 at the Con-
vent of St. Helena in New York City; 
she was 80 years old. 

'Stewardship is more than 
moneyif retiring officer says 
by Richard L. Crawford 

For Thomas Carson stewardship 
has always been a key ingredient in 
faithfulness. The parishes he has 
served responded to his teaching, 
and that success led to his being 
called to establish the Episcopal 
Church's stewardship unit at its cen-
ter in New York City nearly a decade 
ago. 

Carson recently retired to his home 
in South Carolina. 

When Venture in Mission (VIM) 
was starting in 1978, then-Presiding 
Bishop John Maury Allin asked 
Carson to head a VIM office in New 
York and establish the stewardship 
office. "Bishop Allin realized we 
would lose the learnings from Ven-
ture in Mission without a steward-
ship office," Carson says. "That was 
a great vision on his part. 

"Stewardship is more than 
money," Carson emphasizes. "It's the 
stewardship of people, the gospel, 
ecology, and more. One of the first 
things I wanted to do was work in 
planned giving—that deals with the 
stewardship of wealth, a great un-
tapped source. Today we have 42 
planned giving officers. 

"The big problem in stewardship 
development is conversion," Carson 
says. "Most people gave to VIM be-
cause the church was engaged in the 
mission of Jesus Christ, and they 
could see that." Spurred by Venture 
in Mission and the stewardship unit, 
the Episcopal Church's giving has 
risen from the bottom of the country's 
10 major Protestant denominations to 
the top. It has remained there for 

Thomas Carson 

several years. 
"Often our clergy have been an 

unsteady flag in stewardship educa-
tion. Part of that is because until 
recently there was not stewardship 
education in the seminaries. I don't 
want to be negative. That is 
changing," he says. 

Carson found that stewardship is 
often seen as fund raising. He stresses 
that capital funding should be a part 
of stewardship—but timed right and 
guided to enhance overall steward-
ship, not destroy it. Soon the retired 
stewardship executive will begin work 
with a major fund-raising firm to 
help congregations and other church 
agencies develop funding programs. 

What works in developing stew-
ardship? "There is no specific stew-
ardship plan," Carson says. "Each 
place is different, and no one plan is 
the messiah of stewardship. You have 
to do it all the time—all the time, not 
just once a year." 

K E E P I N G 
T H E F A I T H 
Essays to Mark 
the Centenary 
of Lux Mundi 
Edited by 
Geoffrey Wainwright 
Stephen Sykes, Theodore Runyon, Keith 
Ward, David N. Power, Brian Hebble-
thwaite, and more address today's moral 
and intellectual problems, 
cloth $34.95 

M A N Y T H I N G S 
I N P A R A B L E S 
Extravagant Stories of 
New Community 
Frederick H. Borsch 
Examines some fifteen 
parables and shows how they offer "direc-
tions" for living the gospel story. 

paper $12.95 

t h e m l T H 

MANY THINGS 

JpASts 

D I R T , 
G R E E D , 

A N D S E X 
Sexual Ethics in the 
New Testament and 
Their Implications 

for Today 
L. William Countryman 
"No one will go away unchallenged by 
Countryman's rigorous exegesis, which 
first shows how different biblical ideas of 
sexual purify and property are from our 
own, and then how the basic principles of 
the New Testament can provide demand-
ing guidance for human sexuality today." 
—Frederick H. Borsch, Ph.D., Episcopal 
Bishop of Los Angeles cloth $19.95 

T H E B I B L I C A L 
J O U R N E Y 
O F F A I T H 
The Road of 
the Sojourner 
Frank R. VanDevelder 
" . . .moves the reader briskly across the 
landscape of the Bible, introducing major 
characters, history, and theology in a re-
freshing way. VanDevelder has produced 
a very serviceable introduction to the Bible 
for the general reader without sacrificing 
readability or sophistication." 
-Christopher R . Seitz paper $8.95 

T H E S T U D Y O F A N G L I C A N I S M 
Edited by Stephen Sykes and John Booty 
Thirty contributors probe the character of 
Anglicanism—its history, theology, wor-
ship, atmosphere, and ethos and tender 
a fresh view. paper $29.95 

R E A D I N G A N D P R E A C H I N G 
T H E B O O K O F I S A I A H 
Edited by Christopher R. Seitz 

paper $6.95 

P R O F I T W I T H D E L I G H T 
The Literary Genie of the 
Acts of the Apostles 
Richard I. Pervo cloth $16.95 

S A C R A M E N T A L E T H I C S 
Paschal Identity and 
the Christian Life 
Timothy F. Sedgwick 
paper $7.95 

10 THE EPISCOPALIAN FEBRUARY, 1989 
Copyright 2024. Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society. Permission required for reuse and publication.



What to do with endowment? 
One Delaware parish knows! 
by Harry G. Toland 

Most parishes reach out to others 
in some way. Immanuel Church, 
Wilmington, Delaware, reaches out a 
couple of miles in one direction, 1,600 
miles in another, and 9,300 miles in 
still another. 

Let's start with the long reach. That 
is to Dan and Brenda Boerger (pro-
nounced burger), members of the con-
gregation who are on Santa Cruz 
Island in the Solomon chain in the far 
western Pacific. 

As Wycliff Bible translators, they 
are translating the New Testament 
into Natugu (meaning "our talk"), 
the native tongue of the 5,000 inhab-
itants of the island. 

That may sound simpler than it is. 
Natugu is a spoken language only. 
Before the Boergers can produce a 
Natugu New Testament, they must 
invent a written language and then 
teach it to the Santa Cruzans. 

The Boergers are in the Solomons 
—Wycliff chose the location—thanks 
to Immanuel's Isaiah/Matthew Fund. 
But their ministry will continue with 
support directly from the parish. 

The fund was established three and 
a half years ago when two parishion-
ers died leaving $2.5 million in un-
restricted bequests to the church. 

After a year's deliberation, 
Immanuel's vestry decided to set up 
a fund which would be used, interest 
or principal, only for outreach. Its 
name comes from commands in Isaiah 
58 on helping the disadvantaged and 
the Great Commission of Matthew 
28. 

"We also decided," says J. Fletcher 
Lowe, Immanuel's 56-year-old rec-
tor, "that for every grant, people 
have to go first." Further, the thrust 
of Isaiah/Matthew expenditures was 
to be for ministry start-ups. An 
eight-member commission makes 
decisions on outlays. 

• 

Dan Boerger was an engineer with 
the DuPont Company when "he felt 
something special the Lord was call-
ing him to," says Lowe. He went to 
the University of Texas in Austin to 
earn his master's degree in linguistics 
and there met Brenda, a teacher with 
a doctorate in the subject. 

They married and, back in 
Wilmington, Brenda joined 
Immanuel. After a year's preparation 
in the U.S. and in the Solomons on 
Wycliff methodology and South Pa-
cific living, their work began more 
than a year ago in Santa Cruz. 

The Isaiah/Matthew Fund provided 
$35,000 for the launching of their 
ministry and another $16,000 for their 
first 15 months' living expenses. 

Of great importance to their minis-
try, says Lowe, is the prayer-partner 
relationship between the Boergers 
and parishioners who "lift them up 
in prayer every day." The Boergers 
communicate regularly with 
Immanuel's Ken and Clara Germain 
and suggest special focuses of prayer, 
Lowe says. 

Immanuel, says its rector, is nei-
ther large nor rich. It numbers about 
250 communicants and its recently 
approved 1989 budget was for 
$265,000. 

When he came to the church three 
and a half years ago, he says it had 
gone through "a lot of renewal. It 
was energized, but they needed to go 
from an inner journey to an outward 
journey." He brought to the church a 
long history of outreach involvement. 
The timing he calls "providential." 

The 1,600-mile outreach involves 
another parishioner, Caroline 
Humphrey, who has been working 
with a seminary and church schools 
in the Dominican Republic for the 
past year and a half under sponsor-
ship of the South American Mission-
ary Society (SAMS). 

Again, the Isaiah/Matthew Fund 

paid for the $11,000 start-up of her 
ministry, and Immanuel is now pick-
ing up half of that annual cost. 

Thè parish's short outreach, geo-
graphically, is a Habitat for Human-
ity housing rehab project in 
Wilmington's inner city. Parishioner 
Marvin "Rip" Van Winkle is the 
project's advocate at Immanuel as 
well as one of the handful of the 
congregation's carpenters on the job. 

Using $25,000 of Isaiah/Matthew 
funds, the group, aided by other 
workers, has made over one house 
donated by the city of Wilmington 
and is working on two others. 

Last August, a family of four from 
the Puerto Rican community bought 
the house and moved in. The father, 
a skilled craftsman and also a deaf 
mute, helped in the rehab work. The 
family will pay $250 a month interest-
free for 12 years to Habitat. 

Brotherhood aids 
Ugandan village 

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew, 
which has already restored a chapel 
and pastor's house in a Ugandan 
village and provided the village with 
bicycles, clothing, and other needed 
items, is working on a safe water 
supply for the village. 

In 1987, two Brotherhood leaders 
traveled to Baale, north of Kampale, 
where they met local leaders and 
Bishop Livingstone Nkoyoyo. Baale 
has an economy dependent on farm-
ing, and while it is only a few miles 
from the Nile, it needs to build a 
reservoir to trap rain water. 

The brotherhood, an Episcopal 
men's ministry based in Ambridge, 
Pa., has raised $10,000 of the neces-
sary $65,000 for the water supply 
project. 
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Agency besieged: National Coi 
of Churches ponders its future 

by Elizabeth Eisenstadt 

Critics have maligned 
the National Council 
of Churches, sometimes 
unjustly, and friends 
have sought to make 
it more accountable 
to its member 
denominations. Today 
the 38-year-old agency 
is reassessing its 
purpose and structure. 

"We confess before God that we 
have not been able to embody the full 
ecumenical vision of 'a community of 
communions/. . .but we have not re-
duced our commitment to an ecu-
menical vision." 

The denominational and National 
Council of Churches (NCC) leaders 
who approved this public confession 
at an emergency consultation last No-
vember had been fully informed of 
the distressing problems facing the 
38-year-old agency. 

The 88 men and women at the 
consultation, which preceded the No-
vember NCC governing board meet-
ing, would provide markers for the 
newly appointed committee of 15 rep-
resentatives of NCC member 
churches. This group will submit its 
recommendations to the next govern-
ing board meeting in May. 

The reams of recommendations 

and reports which have emerged from 
NCC headquarters within the past 
four years present unpalatable facts 
about the health of its main-line Prot-
estant membership. Denominations 
once in a position of numerical supe-
riority in the U.S., such as the United 
Methodist, Presbyterian, and Episco-
pal, have been grappling with declin-
ing numbers and, in some cases, de-
clining revenues. 

Throughout its lifetime the NCC 
has taken stands on such concerns as 
civil rights, the death penalty, and 
South African apartheid that put it in 
step with, or sometimes ahead of, the 
positions of its member communions. 
As growing numbers of Roman Cath-
olics and conservative evangelicals 
have entered the political arena and 
Methodists, Lutherans, and Epis-
copalians have faced internal de-
bate over questions like the ordina-
tion of homosexuals, those represent-
ing main-line Protestant and Anglican 

An interview with Arie Brouwer 
General Secretary Arie Brouwer has 

been at the helm of the National 
Council of Churches (NCC) for four 
years. Ordained in the Reformed 
Church in America (RCA), Brouwer, 
53, has held pastoral and administra-
tive posts within his denomination. 

Within the past year dissent among 
some NCC staff members about 
Brouwer's leadership has been made 
public. Church World Service head J 
Richard Butler and human rights of-
fice chief William Wipfler, an Episco-
pal priest, resigned last spring. At the 
time the NCC executive committee 
reaffirmed its confidence in Brouwer 
and instituted a job performance re-
view process for the position of gen-
eral secretary similar to that used for 
other staff members. 

In a recent interview in his airy 
office overlooking New York's 
Hudson River, Brouwer took a long 
view of the current turmoil. 

The Episcopalian: What did you 
see as your mandate when you took 
this job? 

Brouwer: I took the job because of 
my own commitment to the unity of 
the church. The ecumenical move-
ment is unique because it tries to 
bring the energies of the churches 
together. That's the broad mandate. I 
thought maybe this time there might 
be enough interest and will for the 
ecumenical community to pull to-
gether to be a healing force in the 
nation. There is a very strong will to 
do that but not strong enough to 
overcome the structures. I thought it 
might work. It may still, but it will 
not, obviously, unless we can get 
some fundamental structural 
changes. 

The Episcopalian: Do you have a 
vision of what that change might 

look like? 
Brouwer: I have sent around a draft 

document with three or four different 
ideas. It's still in the drafting process 
and will be until the Committee [of 
15, mandated to come up with a 
reorganization plan], has met. The 
council offers a wonderful opportu-
nity for leaders. Together they have 
been able to mobilize energies not 
always possible within their commu-
nities. The civil rights movement is 
one example. As the council became 

more active, the communions became 
more active. The NCC has a history 
of being ridiculed, criticized, chas-
tised. At some of the proudest mo-
ments of our history, we were a little 
ahead of our time. Within this organ-
ization we have a place to listen to 
those oppressed by society probably 
unique in terms of diversity. 

The Episcopalian: Denominations 
such as the United Methodist Church 
and the Episcopal Church have very 
different structures. Is the resistance 
you are meeting structural or are there 
other reasons? 

Brouwer: Structural resistance was 
the main reason the implementation 

committee was unable to carry out its 
work. Churches like the newly 
merged Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America are moving away from an 
integrated structure while we are 
moving in other directions. I don't 
see it as a make-or-break situation. 
We need to work with a leaner struc-
ture. Our opportunity, nearing 40, is 
to reconceptualize—can we come up 
with a new network of relationships? 

The Episcopalian: At the govern-
ing board meeting in November, the 
NCC decided to reach out a hand of 
fellowship to Roman Catholics and 
evangelicals. What would make the 
NCC attractive to them? 

Brouwer: The Bible studies and Liv-
ing Room Dialogues between Roman 
Catholics and Protestants in the 1960's 
were revolutionary and meant much 
to ecumenists at the time. These dia-
logues are an example of the ongoing 
good relationships we have had with 
Roman Catholics since Vatican II. We 
need to go back to our roots, renew 
our connections. At a recent meeting 
with a member of the department of 
interreligious affairs of the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, I told 
him of our new commitment to wor-
ship on the governing board. Some-
times in the liberal/social activist tra-
dition we don't give that attention. 
My own roots are evangelical, and I 
keep in touch with that tradition. We 
represent only a part of the Christian 
community. If we reach out to oth-
ers, we are growing spiritually. Some 
people are concerned that by doing 
that we will somehow be giving up 
our interest in social action. I don't 
see that as a risk if we remain true to 
our understanding of the gospel. I 
don't see the community compromis-
ing that. 
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traditions have been put increasingly 
on the defensive. 

"An awful lot of attention is being 
focused on Arie Brouwer," says David 
Reed. "But he is just trying to do 
what we hired him to do." Reed, 
Episcopal bishop of Kentucky who is 
currently serving as NCC secretary, 
made clear that he was speaking in 
his role as secretary and not as an 
Episcopal bishop. 

"The NCC crisis is the crisis of its 
member denominations writ large," 
says William Lawson. The rector of 
St. Stephen's Memorial Episcopal 
Church in Lynn, Mass., Lawson rep-
resents Episcopalians on the Commit-
tee of 15. An NCC member since its 
founding, the Episcopal Church ranks 
fifth in NCC financial support. 

He outlined the difficulties which 
have forced the NCC to reexamine its 
operation. Congregations are hold-
ing funds for projects at the local 
level. Denominations, in a process 
called "cognate" funding, can allow 
their units and boards to pick and 
choose the NCC programs they want 
to support. Authority and decision-
making within the NCC are split so 
many ways that who makes the final 
decision is often unclear. 

General Conventions and state-
ments by Episcopal officials over the 
years have been careful to limit the 
NCC's role as an instrument rather 
than a fulfillment of ecumenical unity. 
But the Episcopal Church, with its 
clergy and lay representatives often 
occupying prominent positions in the 
NCC hierarchy, has a substantial in-
vestment in helping the agency find 
efficient ways to adapt an institution 
born in prosperous times, nurtured 
in prophetic and turbulent ones, to 
the demands of a more conservative 
era. 

Church World Service: 
NCC's longest arm 

Raising and disbursing approxi-
mately 70 percent of NCC moneys 
yearly, Church World Service (CWS) 
is a leviathan. Well-known for the 
CROP walks it sponsors across Amer-
ica and recent aid channeled to Ar-
menian earthquake victims, the 
NCC's relief, development, and ref-
ugee assistance division has long func-
tioned as a semi-autonomous organi-
zation. 

"One problem with CWS through-
out its history is it looked and acted 
like an independent agency when, in 
fact, it wasn't," says longtime (now 
retired) Episcopal governing board 
member Elton O. Smith. 

As the financial position of CWS 
grows less stable, the unit has ob-
jected more strenuously to the 
amount of money it has to contribute 
in "common services." Having just 
been forced to cut $670,000 in 1988 
and having struggled to cut about 
$1.7 million from its projected $6.3 
million basic expense budget in 1989, 
CWS asked the NCC governing board 
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uncil 
to reexamine the way costs are as-
sessed. 

Image and reality: 
Publicizing the good news 

Last spring the NCC sponsored an 
ecumenical gathering of approxi-
mately 1,500 men and women in 
Arlington, Texas, which celebrated 
the diversity of Christian experience. 
Fruitful collaboration between Soviet 
and American churches and their 
congregants has resulted in much 
cross-pollinating travel under NCC 
sponsorship. A subcommittee of the 
education and ministry unit has been 
preparing a new edition of the Re-
vised Standard Version of the Bible, 
to be published in 1990. Facilitated by 
the NCC's Africa office and the World 
Council of Churches, U.S. Christians 
have recently begun a broad-based 
campaign to increase public support 
for anti-apartheid efforts in South Af-
rica. 

But despite the wide variety of 
educational, ecumenical, and relief 
activities carried on by the NCC, the 
agency7s image may have been etched 
in acid in the public mind by two 
incidents in the early years of this 
decade: the Reader's Digest/60 Min-
utes affair and creation of the inclu-
sive language lectionary. 

Within one month in 1983, the NCC 
came under attack from two popular 
sources of public information. "Do 
you know where your church offer-
ings go?" (Reader's Digest, January, 
1983) by Rael Jean Issac charged that 
the NCC had become increasingly 
politicized, portraying the U.S. as 
"deeply flawed" and lifting up third-
world, Marxist-Leninist societies as 
human rights models. "The NCC has 
substituted revolution for religion," 
the article concluded, quoting 
Edmund Robb, a Methodist minister. 

The Feb. 7, 1983, edition of 
Newsweek termed the piece an "over-
wrought attack, mixing innuendo, 
misleading statements, and selective 
quotes from NCC documents." 

However distorted the allegations 
may have been, damage was done. 
An informal survey of public opinion 
by then Episcopal Church communi-
cations executive Richard Anderson 
found that Episcopalians knew little 
about the NCC except for negative 
criticism, "and they seem to express 
no strong yearning to know more." 

The inclusive language lectionary, 
prepared by a group of scholars work-
ing under the sponsorship of the 
NCC unit on education and ministry, 
probably had more limited public im-
pact. 

For NCC veterans Smith and Reed, 
its publication offered an object les-
son in a lack of integration within the 
organization. Members of the govern-
ing board had not seen the lectionary 
in advance, according to Smith. 

Says Reed, "That's the kind of thing 
that makes it necessary for us to find 
a way of being accountable." He at-

tempted, unsuccessfully, to have the 
governing board disclaim responsibil-
ity for the lectionary. 

Where do we go from here? 

The Episcopal evaluation commit-
tee made a number of recommenda-
tions to define the denomination's 
role within the agency more clearly. 
The church's Executive Council and 
General Convention passed these rec-
ommendations last year. "We are ask-
ing for greater accountability, both in 
terms of the council to the member 
churches, but also of member 
churches to the council. We are also 
asking for more credibility, conscious 
and systematic research in address-
ing issues," the committee said. 

Adds Episcopal governing board 
member Glennes Clifford, "It still is 
very necessary that the churches have 
some place where they can come 
together and do things. . . .It would 
be a great loss if we lost the council." 

In a statement from his office, Pre-
siding Bishop Edmond Browning 
has made clear that the Episcopal 
Church supports the restructuring 
process now underway. "They are 
going through a challenging period, 
and we are dedicated to supporting 
the process they are undertaking in 
any way possible," the presiding 
bishop said. 

"There is no doubt that the Episco-
pal Church wants and needs an effec-
tive national ecumenical body and 
one which focuses the questions of 
the unity of the church and the public 
witness of the church," says William 
Norgren. The Episcopal Church's ec-
umenical officer, Norgren also served 
as the first head of the NCC's Faith 
and Order Commission. 

In the end, as in the beginning, the 
challenge to the NCC is a test of its 
member churches. Can they reshape 
structures and relationships to carry 
them into the next century? The work 
of the Committee of 15, with its input 
from member communions, can be 
the next, but assuredly not the final, 
milestone on the road to a new, slim-
mer, more integrated creation. Or 
more of the same? 

NCC: A Curriculum Vitae 
Born: 1950, as a result of the 

merger of 12 interdenomina-
tional agencies at a Constituting 
Convention in Cleveland, Ohio. 
At the time 29 Orthodox and 
Protestant communions were 
members; today there are 32. 
Combined membership: 42 mil-
lion Christians. 

Raison d'etre: In 1981, the 
NCC governing board voted to 
change the council's description 
from "a cooperative agency of 
the churches" to "a community 
of Christian communions.'' 

Resides: Mostly at 475 River-
side Drive, New York, N Y. 
Church World Service offices are 
scattered across the country and 
overseas. 

Major body organs: NCC pro-
grams are organized into five 
clusters. The cluster on Unity 
and Relationships nurtures ecu-
menical and interfaith connec-
tions. Church Life and Witness 
creates and makes available re-

sources for those seeking tp live 
a full Christian life. Church and 
Society seeks to transform sys-
tems and institutions that per-
petuate racism, sexism, poverty 
and other injustices. Interna-
tional Ministries works ; with 
Christians overseas. Church 
World Service (CWS), the larg-
est unit, is the NCC's disaster 
relief, refugee assistance and de-
velopment arm. 

Means of livelihood: Contri-
butions from member commun-
ions make up almost 32 percent 
of the NCC budget; within the 
past 12 years the value of these 
contributions has decreased by 
53 percent. Church World Serv-
ice, which receives and dis-
burses almost 70 percent of the 
total NCC budget, raised 37 per-
cent of that budget in 1987 
through public appeals. Other 
resources include contributions 
from related organizations and 
individuals, government con-

tracts (primarily for refugee re-
• settlement) and sales, service 
and investment income. 

Godparents: A 260-member 
governing board which meets 
twice a year with the executive 
committee, general secretary, 
and elected NCC officers mak-
ing decisions between meetings^ 
The governing board, which in-
cludes denominational repre-
sentatives from across the coun-
try, sets NCC policy and 
approves budget and program 
priorities. 

State of Health: Under de-
bate. Over the past five years a 
presidential panel, an imple-
mentation committee, a consul-
tation of denominational lead-
ers, and the NCC staff have 
sought solutions to financial and 
structural woes. A committee of 
15 has been authorized by the 
governing board to bring a reor-
ganization plan to its May meet-
ing-
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Keeping the Teast 
A Celebration of Family Cooking 

From the kitchens o f S t . Thomas Parish 
in historic Abingdon, Virginia comes 

a truly unique cookbook for 
Episcopalians . . . and all 

lovers of good food. 
T h e 500-plus recipes, and menus, 

are organized by the 
Seasons of the Church Year, 

from Advent through Pentecost 
— the way we cook. 

Original full-color art , plus drawings, 

humorous cartoons and 
Church anecdotes and lore . . . in a 

beautiful hard-cover publication. 

For Easter or Mother's Day 
Send $17.95 plus $1.75 shipping to 

KEEPING THE FEAST 
P . O . Box 627 

Abingdon, VA 24210 

(Va. residents add $0.81 sales tax) J 
(British TeaJ^ 
Classic garden Seats 

Enduring Gifts 
to Celebrate 
or Dedicate 

Life's Milestones 
Immediate Shipment 

Country Casual pays the freight 
Colour catalogue $2.00 
COUNTRY CASUAL - EP 

17317 Germantown Road 
Germantown, MD 20874-2999 

. (301) 540-0040 

Complete Software For 
Episcopal Churches 

• Recommended by the National 
Church Finance Department and 
the Church Pension Fund 

• Fully Supported. Regular updates 
and enhancements. 

• Includes Member Records, 
Contributions, Accounting, 
Checkwriting, and Word 
Processing. 

• Annual Parochial Report 

• Used by over 30 dioceses and 150 
parishes 

Call or Write Today 
For a Free Demo Diskette 

Toll-Free: Membership 
800-527-9919, ext. 0805 Services, Inc. 
T e x a s : P.O. Box 152130 
800442-7950, ext. 0805 Irving, TX 75015 

ST. DUNSIAN 
CHURCHCRAFT 

by 
A. Edward Jones Limited 

of England 
SILVERSMITHS AND 

Established 1902 CRAFTSMEN IN METAL 
We make the highest quality Church Silver and Metal 

Work induding Altar Crosses, Chalices, Ciboria, Vases etc. 
Custom made or to your own design. 

CATALOG, DRAWINGS, AVAILABLE FROM 
A. Edward Jones Limited, St. Dunstan Works, 

Pemberton Street, Birmingham, England. 
Incorporating Blum & Wray of London 

Q U A L I T Y ! 
ne can sense a fine swatch of fabric by its 

texture, color and durability. 
At Fairhaven we associate "quality" with "our 

way of life," an active retirement community with 
a weave all its own. 

Life care a t Fairhaven has a weave all its own, a care-
ful blend of services sensitive to its residents. Spacious 
living accommodations range from efficiency apartments 
to cottages with two bedrooms and den. Programs are 
designed to offer residents cultural opportunities on and 
off campus, or the serenity of Fairhaven's 300 acre 
campus. 

The real fabric of Fairhaven is its ability to provide 
"long term" nursing care for its residents in a modern, 
fully-staffed Health Center. 

Fairhaven is centrally located between Baltimore and 
Washington in historic Carroll County, Maryland. 

If you are interested in learning more about a "total" 
life care retirement program, please write or call. 

Ms. Judy Bernstein, Admissions Director, Fairhaven 
7200 Third Avenue, Sykesville, MD 21784 

A Non-Profit Corporation 
(301) 795-8800 

Sponsored by Episcopal Ministries 7b The Aging, Inc. 
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Religious groups aid 
Armenian earthquake victims 
Moscow, U.S.S.R.—Religious agencies 
across the United States marshalled their 
resources to provide relief assistance to 
Soviet Armenia in the wake of a devas-
tating earthquake in December. The 
quake is estimated to have killed 50,000 
people, injured more than 12,000, and 
left 500,000 homeless. Church World 
Service (CWS), the relief arm of the 
National Council of Churches, led the 
way with a donation of medicines and 
medical supplies valued at $813,000. 
The Episcopal Church, a CWS affiliate, 
is accepting contributions through the 
Presiding Bishop's Fund for World Re-
lief. Other Christian and Jewish agen-
cies have also raised substantial 
amounts of relief money. The Washing-
ton Post reported that private dona-
tions, totaling about $3 million, were 
outpacing government assistance, cal-
culated at approximately $1.2 million 
as of mid-December. 

American Jews react 
cautiously to U.S.-PLO talks 
New York, NY—While expressing un-
derstanding of the U.S. decision to talk 
with the Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion (PLO), Jewish leaders urged con-
sultation with Israel. They also called 
on the U.S. to monitor PLO actions. 
Talks between PLO representatives and 
Robert Pelletreau, U.S. ambassador to 
Tunisia, began after PLO chairman Yasir 
Arafat accepted U.N. Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338, renounced 
terrorism, and accepted Israel's right to 
exist. Israeli reaction was negative; 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir termed 
the talks a "dangerous blunder." But 
Abraham Foxman, head of the Anti-
Defamation League, said, "It is a first 
step. Now we must watch to see whether 
the PLO will match words with deeds." 
Leaders of the U.S. Interreligious Com-
mittee for Peace in the Middle East, 
composed of more than 1,000 Jewish, 
Christian, and Muslim leaders, wel-
comed the move as a new step on the 
road to peace. 

Howe chosen coadjutor 
in Central Florida 
Orlando, FL—-John I 
Howe, rector of 
Truro Episcopal 
Church, Fairfax, 
Va., was elected 
December 10 to be 
bishop coadjutor of 
Central Florida. 
Delegates to the 
special convention held at St. Luke's 
Cathedral here required 13 ballots to 
choose Howe out of a field of 10 
finalists. Howe will succeed William 
Folwell upon the latter's retirement on 
December 31. The 46-year-old bishop-
elect began his career as a school and 
university chaplain in Connecticut. Af-
ter serving at St. Stephen's, Sewickley, 
Pa., he was called to Truro in 1976. 
Howe and his wife Karen have three 
children. Consecration of the new 
bishop is scheduled for April 15. 

Church panel rules no vote 
needed on homosexual statement 
Toronto, Canada—A church judicial 
panel has ruled that the United Church 
of Canada need not seek congrega-
tional approval for a controversial state-
ment on the ordination of homosexu-
als. The statement, approved at the 
church's biennial General Council, said 
that "all persons, regardless of their 

sexual orientation, who profess faith in 
Jesus Christ and obedience to him, are 
welcome to be or-become full mem-
bers of the church." Delegates chal-
lenging that statement had claimed that 
it conflicts with the church's constitu-
tion, the Basis of Union. In its decision, 
a majority of the judicial committee 
said the General Council statement nei-
ther amends nor modifies the constitu-
tion. One church expert said "all hell 
will break loose" if the General Coun-
cil executive committee does not find 
some way to reconcile the church and 
its members. 

English synod approves plan 
to increase black membership 
London, England—In November, the 
Church of England's General Synod 
approved a plan to increase black mem-

N€WS &RI€fS 
bership in the Houses of Clergy and 
Laity from eight to 24. The plan, cre-
ated by the new Committee on Black 
Anglican Concerns, would increase 
membership in the church's legislative 
body by adding those unsuccessful 
black candidates who received the high-
est number of votes. In other business, 
and against the wishes of Archbishop 
Robert Runcie, thé synod reversed its 
February, 1987, decision to move its 
headquarters out of London's Church 
House. Synod members also unani-
mously called for more collaboration 
and involvement with agencies fighting 
child abuse. 

FCC to America: O'Hair 
has made no petition 
Washington, DC—The Federal Com-
munications Commission has received 
21 million appeals to reject a petition 
from atheist leader Madalyn Murray 
O'Hair to have all religious program-
ming removed from the air waves. The 
problem? There is no such petition and 
never has been. The campaign against 
the non-existent petition may have orig-
inated when the FCC rejected a petition 
by two broadcast producers to recon-
sider its policy of granting licenses to 
religious broadcasters to air educational 
programming. Somehow the FCC num-
ber on the mid-1970's case became 
linked to O'Hair, and letters of protest 
have come pouring in ever since. FCC 
officials, who say they can't respond to 
any more letters, have appealed to 
Americans to stop the avalanche. 

Oriental, Eastern Orthodox 
plan reunion 
Damascus, Syria—After meeting with 
Greek Orthodox Patriarch Ignatius IV, 
the head of one of the main North 
American Eastern Orthodox jurisdic-
tions said that the Syrian (Oriental) and 
Greek (Eastern) Orthodox patriarchates 
of Antioch can reunite without waiting 
for a pan-Orthodox council. Metropol-
itan Philip Saliba of the Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of 
North America was quoted in an 
archdiocesan monthly as saying that 
"practical problems [such as the exist-
ence of two patriarchates and two syn-
ods] are not monumental and can be 
resolved through a healthy dialogue 
between the two patriarchates." In a 
dispute over the divine and human 
natures of Christ, Oriental Orthodoxy 
diverged from most of the rest of Chris-
tianity irj the fifth century. 
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Time for Snails and Painting Whales: 
Great ways to teach and enjoy your 
young child by Vivien Cooley, Moody 
Press, Chicago, III. (158 pp.), $9.95. 

Looking for practical, easily accom-
plished, everyday i ideas for parent/ 
child interaction in the preschool 
ages? Vivien Cooley has compiled 
innovative suggestions using com-
mon household items. Her approach 
is light-hearted but sincerely 
grounded in sharing oneself and God 
with children. Suggestions are easily 
scanned, numerous, and grounded 
in an understanding of the child's 
learning capacity. 

This volume is a practical and imag-
inative handbook, recipe book, refer-
ence book for activities and ideas 
about creating an environment of in-
teraction with parents and children. 
It should find a place in your library 
where you can refer to it for how to 
make everything from monster muf-
fins to ice-cube painting. 

—Betsy Greenman 

Paris Trout by Pete Dexter, Random 
House, New York, N.Y. (306 pp.), $17.95. 

"There's good and bad, and it's no 
sense getting upset over it. You take 
things as you find them," says Harry 
Seagraves, a small-town, southern at-
torney in Pete Dexter's new novel. 

Seagraves is right, of course. If we 
allow ourselves to "get upset" over 
every injustice, misfortune, inequity, 
and petty act of viciousness that 
comes to our attention, we'll spend 
our days in an emotional Mixmaster. 
We learn to accept the way things are 
while acknowledging that they could 
be better. 

But surely a point comes when we 
can no longer sit passively by watch-
ing others being stepped on and per-
haps being stepped on ourselves. 
When does one say, "Enough!" and 
come out swinging? 

This question broods throughout 
Dexter's novel of evil that drifts 
along until it explodes with demonic 
force. Only one character in the novel, 
Paris Trout, is a readily recognizable 
demon. But others are either unable 
or unwilling to confront him and 

therefore share his character and the 
world he creates. "No sense getting 
upset over it." In the end, both inno-
cent and guilty are swept up by 
Troufs depravity. 

This is the story of Nazi Germany, 
the Inquisition, the oppression of eth-
nic minorities in America, and a thou-
sand other times and places in which 
evil went unchecked until it be-
came uncheckable. 

J 

Dexter knows his territory. His 
characters are thoroughly believable, 
and he captures the pace and nu-
ances, even the sounds and smells, 
of the small southern town. This novel 
entertains, challenges, and sticks in 
the mind long after the back cover is 
closed. 

Paris Trout received the National 
Book Award for fiction in Novem-
ber. 

—Richard H. Schmidt 

Your Voice, God's Word by William 
Sydnor, Morehouse-Barlow, Wilton, 
Conn. (66 pp.), $5.95. 

Here is a book for the lay reader. 
Sydnor, on the staff of Washington 
Cathedral, shows his concern for both 
the hearers and the readers of the 
Word of God. His little book of in-
struction calls for the reading to be 
done well—clear to the hearers and 
engendering a response of faith in 
their hearts. 

Sydnor points out that from earli-
est times people heard the Bible's story 
rather than read it. He explains that 
the sound of the reading aloud sinks 
deeply into the listener's conscious-
ness and can envelop the audience. 

When someone reads aloud, the 

listeners become a unity, with them-
selves and with the reader. They are 
bound in a magical, mystical way 
together. When the reading is done 
well, the audience almost leans for-
ward listening. In those moments the 
Spirit of the living God enters and 
touches hearts, calling for response. 

Sydnor has good advice for the 
lector, practical and wise, based on 
his own experiences and those of 

others with whom he has talked. His 
book can be read in an hour and will 
benefit not only the lay reader, but 
also the congregation to whom he or 
she reads. 

—Lois Sibley 

Why Love Is Not Enough by Sol 
Gordon, Bob Adams, Inc., Boston, Mass. 
(131 pp.), paperback $6.95. 

So where was Sol Gordon when 
our first-born was going through the 
throes of first love? Gordon's latest 
book offers a delightful, common 
sense approach to love and marriage. 
He explains how to assess your mar-
riage readiness, survive a broken re-
lationship, and distinguish between 
immature and mature love. 

Do not look here for deep theolog-
ical or spiritual insights, although the 
idea of doing "a good deed without 
any expectation of compensation in 
return" is a good foundation for any 
marriage and for Christian living in 
general. Perhaps the clergy might 
consider this book as required read-
ing for those seeking to be married. 

The book is easy to read, fun, and 
provocative—even for one who has 
been married 20 years. I agree with 
Gordon: "If you are not careful, you 

can spend your whole life with some-
one who's completely wrong for 
you." If this book can help couples 
avoid a disastrous marriage, it is well 
worth the short time needed to read 
it. 

—Pamela H. Schmidt 

Frederick Buechner: Novelist and 
Theologian of the Lost and Found by 
Marjorie Casebier McCoy with Charles S. 
McCoy, Harper & Row, New York, N.Y. 
(167 pp.), $14.95. 

I was reading this book at the pool. 
I left it on my towel and went in for a 
dip. When I got out, I found a friend 
had arrived, picked up the book, and 
was looking through it. I had a bit of 
trouble getting it back from him. He's 
a fan of Buechner, as am I, and we 
are not alone. 

In her introduction, Marjorie Mc-
Coy comments, "His writing is nei-
ther 'too religious' nor 'too secular7 

for a growing host of us." She goes 
on to say, "In this book I hope to 
illustrate and interpret Buechner^s un-
derstanding of the wholeness and 
the holiness of all human experience, 
which comes to us 'among confes-
sion, and tears, and great laughter.'" 

So this is not a biography, but a 
survey and study of Buechner's work 
and of the author's responses to that 
work. She remarks that he writes 
novels that are theological without 
being heavy or oppressive and ser-
mons and theological works that are 
light without being insubstantial. 

Central to Buechner's theology is 
the sense of the holiness of all cre-
ation. In generous quotations from 
his works, McCoy shows how he 
conveys that belief with both humor 
and awe. 

—Nancy J. Cassel 

Betsy Greenman is director of Christian 
education, Diocese of Olympia. Richard H. 
Schmidt is managing editor of The Episco-
palian. Lois Sibley is a free-lance writer and 
reviewer in Philadelphia, Pa. Pamela H. 
Schmidt is parish life coordinator at St. 
Paul's Church, Chestnut Hill , Philadelphia, 
Pa. Nancy). Cassel is parish librarian at St. 
Andrew's Church, State College, Pa. 

Books 

EASE 
Accounting, Church Management 

& Member Listing 

Used by more Episcopal 
1 Churches than any 

other soitware. 

• A full function church management computer program for only $495! 
• Written just for Episcopal parishes! 
• Calculates financial and member statistics for the annual report! 
• Integrates fund accounting with member information and pledges! 
• Incredibly easy to use! 
• Comes with an instructional videotape to show you how to use it! 
• Recommended by the Episcopal Church Pension Fund! 
• Over 200 installations in Episcopal parishes! 
• FREE 60 day evaluation — SEND NO MONEY! 

Call or write for more information: 
Gosnell Computer Services v 

1331 Third Street • New Orleans, Louisiana 70130 • (504) 899-2355 

/ J c c o u v t i t q 

ZcMf 

A Directory 
Service 

Created Just 
For You • •. 

The EPISCOPALIAN 
PARISH DIRECTORYSERVICE 

Call Toll Free 
1-800-826-2325 

Write or Call (or Catalog 
of Insignia and Gifts 

The Unmistakable Quality of 

@7€RRA Sancta ̂ UILD@ 

858 Sussex Blvd., Box 300 
Broomall, PA 19008 
1-800-523-5155 in PA 215-544-9900 

Custom Design 
1|| a Specialty 

15 THE EPISCOPALIAN FEBRUARY, 1989 

Copyright 2024. Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society. Permission required for reuse and publication.



CALVERT 
SOCIAL 
INVESTMENT 
FUND 

For 
People 
Who 
Care How, 
As Well As 
How 
Much. 
Calvert 
Group 

Values are behind every decision you make. 

That includes the decisions you make for your 
investments. Have you thought about what your 
dollars are supporting and what you can do to keep 
them consistent with your beliefs? 

Calvert Social Investment Fund lets you reflect 
your values in your investment portfolio. The Fund 
actively seeks to invest in companies which it 
believes contribute to a healthy, peaceful, produc-
tive world, while avoiding companies that do 
business in or with South Africa or that produce 
nuclear power or weapons systems. 

Don't leave your values and investments in con-
flict any longer. Write or call for a free prospectus. 
Be ready to read it carefully before you invest. 

Write Mr. Leau Clarke, I.C. 
6437 Clearview Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19119 

or call 
1-800-441-2066 or 1-215-963-3870. 

Distributor Calvert Securities, Bethesda, Maryland 

Sastat at 
lKomuga 
March 21-27 

Enjoy this f es t ive s e a s o n in t h e Blue 
R i d g e Mountains . Gues ts s taying t h e 
full w e e k r e c e i v e a 1 0 % discount . 
Wri te for m o r e informat ion a n d r a t e s 
for your party. 

Kanuaa Postal Drawer 250 
Henderson ville, NC 28793 
704/692-9136 

AN 
EPISCOPAL 

CENTER 

ttqa 
4JP 

ASSISTANT VERGER 
The Parish of Trinity Church is seeking a 
special person to join its Verger staff. The 
team player will have knowledge of the 
Episcopal Church and liturgical worship. 
The ideal candidate will possess excellent 
interpersonal skills and the ability to identify 
and deal with problem situations. 
This is a full-time position. The work days are 
flexible, but one must be able to work on 
Saturday and Sunday. We offer a good start-
ing salary and an excellent benefits package. 
To be considered send a resume to: 

S a r a h F. Peve le r , P e r s o n n e l D i rec to r 
P a r i s h o f T r i n i t y C h u r c h 

74 T r i n i t y P l a c e 
N e w Y o r k , N Y 1 0 0 0 6 - 2 0 8 8 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

TRINITY CHURCH A 
in the City of New York C.—4 

CATHEDRAL RESIDENCIES 
An Independent Living 
Retirement Community 

AFFORDABLE 1 BEDROOM & EFFICIENCY APARTMENTS 
• Close to churches, banks & shopping 
• Full range of social activities and outings 
• Small pets welcome • 24 hour security 
• Rental assistance available for qualified tenants 
For Information Call (904) 356-5507 Ext. 458 

601 Newnan St, Jacksonville, FL 32202 
Sponsored by St. John's Episcopal Cathedral 

ENGLISH 
PARISH 

HOLIDAYS 

. . . an Idea whose t ime has come! 
Spend a week in an English village as 
guest of parishioners. All meals are 
included. Proceeds benefit'the parish. 
Enjoy country fairs, gardens, pubs . . . 
A real "Meet the People" opportunity! 
Over 40 locations & weeks to choose 
from. 
Catalogue from: 

P A R I S H H O L I D A Y S 
North A m e r i c a n Of f i ce 

1 0 6 S . F r a l e y S t r e e t , K a n e , P A 1 6 7 3 5 
8 1 4 / 8 3 7 - 9 1 7 8 

SPECIAL 
EASTER 
GIFT IDEA FROM 
ST. MARK'S PRESS 

Spiral-bound Lectionary and Lector's 
Guide priced at $19.95 plus postage & 
handling. 
Perfect-Bound A Lector's Guide only 
$12.00. 
Perfect-bound Lectionary only $12.00 
Spiral-bound Lectionary only $14.00. 

Quantity Discounts Available 
For information, or to place your order 
call 

TOLL FREE 1-800-365-0439 
VISA/MASTERCARD accepted 

ST. MARK'S PRESS 
2040 WESTRIDGE DRIVE 

WICHITA, KS 67203 

WIPPELL'S 
Clergy and 

Choir Outfitting 

r " i 
Stained Glass 

Woodwork and 
Metalcraft 

Embroideries 
and Hangings 

J . WIPPELL and COMPANY LTD. 
1 Mill St . • PO Box 468, Branchville. NJ 07826 

Phone: (201) 948-2134/2144 

haLLeLmaft fcReakdown 

Lenten austerity 
is fine, but. • • 
by Christine Dubois 

My husband Steve has been look-
ing forward to Lent for months. "We'll 
cut back our spending in Lent/' he'd 
say, as he put another Christmas gift 
on the VISA card. "We'll skip des-
serts this Lent," he'd remark, helping 
himself to another piece of chocolate 
cream pie. "We won't go out at all 
during Lent except for walks in the 
park," he'd remind me as the theater 
lights dimmed. 

For six weeks of the year, my free-
wheeling husband turns into the soul 
of asceticism—no unnecessary pur-
chases, no take-out pizza, no nights 
on the town. 

I don't mind. The advantage of 
observing the church year is that it 
keeps you out of a rut. Lent is a good 
time to think about the choices we 
make about the way we live. 

In our younger days, we responded 
to the consumerism of our society by 
adopting a strict, simple life style. We 
went everywhere on the bus, baked 
our own bread, and wore old clothes. 
We led Bible studies for street people 
and covered the refrigerator with quo-
tations about God's judgment on the 
rich. Some people didn't think we 
were much fun to be around. We 
were content, but something was 
missing. 

Other friends reacted to social pres-
sure in just the opposite way. They 

worked three jobs, charged their 
credit cards to the limit, and bought 
everything they saw. They lived in 
expensive houses, drove big cars, and 
were always the height of high fash-
ion. It was fun and glamorous, yet 
for all of that, something was miss-
ing. 

Gradually I began to see that things 
weren't as black-and-white as I had 
thought. The problem wasn't the ma-
terial things, it was a question of 
balance. How well did we balance 
spending and saving, giving and re-
ceiving, indulging and holding back? 

Every good gift comes from God: 
the warm comfort of homemade len-
til soup and the tantalizing richness 
of chocolate decadence; the simple 
joy of a walk through the zoo and the 
color and energy of a ballet perfor-
mance; the familiar taste of a peanut 
butter sandwich in the park and the 
adventure of eating in an ethnic res-
taurant. All have their own special 
wonder, and our life would be poorer 
without them. 

We'll observe a no-frills Lent to 
remind ourselves that knowing Jesus 
and loving one another are all we 
really need. But we don't feel bad 
about planning an extravagant Eas-
ter. 

Christine Dubois, a Seattle-based free-lance 
writer, contributes regularly to The Episco-
palian. 

Keeping worm in church: 
New is not always better 

by Harold H. Alexander 
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The article, "Hot air in churches: 
Keep it where you want it!" by J. H. 
Foegen (The Episcopalian, November, 
1988), is questionable from several 
points of view. Hopefully, church 
leaders will not run for the nearest 
plastic to stretch across their vaulted 
ceilings in an attempt to save money. 

New is not always better. High, 
vaulted ceilings have been traditional 
in Christian churches. A low ceiling, 
plastic or otherwise, negates the uni-
versal concept of what a church 
interior looks like, just as a vertical 
steeple identifies the exterior. 

Churches today, of course, are sel-
dom built in the Gothic mode, but 
they should still be recognized as 
churches. Would a lowered ceiling be 
accepted by the parishioners even 
though some energy cost savings 
might be realized? I think not. 

I also question Foegen's recommen-
dation to model the retractable ceil-
ing after roll-up fiber-glass suburban 
garage doors but to do so in a hori-
zontal rather than vertical fashion. A 
few temporary wires would not sup-
port even the lightest plastic blinds. 
Without a sufficiently engineered 
framework, the danger of its all col-
lapsing on the congregation is very 
real. 

Further, if the retractable ceiling 

were not perfectly rigid, the air cur-
rents could cause it to fluctuate. The 
accompanying noise could diminish 
any sounds from the altar or pulpit. 

So-called "energy saving" devices 
often do not save money, consider-
ing the initial materials and installa-
tion costs, material life expectancy, 
proper function and manipulation of 
the devices. Unless the device is rel-
atively inexpensive, before the actual 
savings are realized, the materials 
often have deteriorated. 

Instead of such a major change, 
both structurally and visually, money 
would be better spent to recirculate 
the upper hotter air down to the 
lower levels. This could be done with 
unobtrusive fans and ducts, without 
costly new heating systems. 

The tangent article, "Keeping warm 
in the church," has much good infor-
mation in it. Even the use of hot 
bricks is not a bad idea. A present-
day adaptation might be to install the 
electrical floor heating pads that sec-
retaries sometimes use under desks 
in cold offices. 

Finally, to paraphrase an old say-
ing, "It is far better to be a little cold 
in this world than to be very hot in 
the next one." 

Harold H. Alexander is associate professor 
of design, housing, and apparel, University 
of Minnesota, St. Paul, Minn. 
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How does your garden grow? 
This Lent tend the flowers of your soul 

by June J. Mclnerney 

Remember the nursery rhyme line, 
"How does your garden grow?" Lent 
gives us the opportunity to prepare 
the garden of our souls for the prom-
ise of resurrection, salvation, and ev-
erlasting life. Much like a real garden 
in early February, many of us find 
our gardens grown fallow during the 
winter with bracken, fallen leaves, 
and a variety of dead plants left over 
from last season. 

Now is the time to clean up the 
garden, plan its layout, and reflect on 
how to assure a bountiful harvest 
during Easter and Pentecost. Lent, 
the beginning of our planting season, 
prepares our soil for the Easter blos-
som. What we plant in our early 
preparations is what will grow within 
us. 

Gardens, vineyards, metaphors of 
planting, sowing, and reaping har-
vests of the gifts of God are used 
extensively in our traditional litera-
ture. Christ uses these metaphors in 
many of his parables. 

In John 15, he tells us who the 
tender of the garden of humanity is. 
" I am the true vine, and my father is 
the vinedresser." 

Before his crucifixion, Jesus went 
to pray in the garden of Gethsemane. 
Even in the midst of his darkness, 
Christ sought out a garden, a place 
that gives forth life, to prepare him-
self for death. 

During Lent, we are called to pre-
pare ourselves, to till the soil of our 

souls, to nourish the seeds when 
they are planted. 

We do not plant and cultivate alone. 
God is the master planter and his son 
the head gardener. We and those 
around us are also gardeners. Some 
of those we meet have gardens in 
which Christ has already planted his 
seeds which have taken root and 
blossomed. Others have gardens 
which have grown fallow and are not 
ready to receive the plantings with-
out major tilling and preparation. 

This is what Lent is about—the 
tilling and replenishing of the soil of 
our gardens to plant the seeds of 
God's gift and promise so we may 
blossom in his love. 

Like tilling the soil of a real garden, 
preparing for God's gifts in our souls 
can be a backbreaking, painful chore. 
For any strong plant to take root, the 
soil must be malleable, soft, well wa-
tered and sunned. Too much water, 
and the seeds will drown. Too much 
sun, and they parch, wither, and die. 

This Lenten season, let us take 
stock of our gardens, reflect, plan, 
and prepare. How much reflection 
and Sabbath time do we need to 
refresh and renew ourselves, basking 
in the sun of God's glory? When do 
we take the time, on a daily basis, to 
work in our garden? What weeds and 
dead plants do we need to uproot? 

How does your garden grow? 

June J. Mclnerney is a communicant of St. 
James', Perkiomen, Pa. 

The ) 
Saint Thomas 
Choir 
presents a 
recorded library of 
sacred music. 
Easter Morning at St. Thomas 
Featuring the Missa resurrectionis by Master of 
Choristers, Gerre Hancock and Bairstow's popular 
Sing Ys to the Lord. Recorded live. Available as LP disc or cassette. 

Festive Music at St. Thomas 
An eclectic collection of new and old works for 
choir and organ. 
Available as LP disc or cassette 

The Great Service—Byrd 
An exquisite performance of Byrd's greatest piece 
of sacred music. A rare and complete version 
recorded by a choir of men and boys. 
Available as LP disc only 

Improvisation II 
Variations on ten well known hymns. 
Performed by Gerre Hancock on the organ at 
St. Thomas Church. 
Available as LP disc only. 

WONDERFUL GIFT IDEAS! 
All recordings available for $12.00 each, post paid. 
Any 3 for $29.00. Any 4 for $36.00. 
Any 5 for $40.00. (U.S. currency, please.) 
All orders are post paid on orders delivered in U.S. only. 

MAIL ORDER FORM 
Music, St. Thomas Church 
1 West 53 St., New York, N.Y. 10019 
Please send me the following: 

copies of Easter Morning for $ 
• LP Disc or DCassette 

copies of Festive Music for $ 
• LP Disc or DCassette 

.copies of The Great Sen/ice 
LP Disc only 

..copies of Improvisation II 
LP Disc only 

Name 
Address. 
City/State/Zip_ 

ENCLOSE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER 

15th Annual Season of the 
ECUMENICAL INSTITUTE 
AT SALAMANCA, SPAIN 

July 2 0 - 3 1 , 1 9 8 9 
Theme: "Religious Cultures— 

A 3-Way Encounter" 
Lectures in English by Spanish & British leaders. 

Optional Spain/rortugal tour & low cost 
trans-Atlantic jet flights to Madrid & London 

SALAMANCA, gem of a medieval city, home of 
one of Europe's oldest universities, founded 1222. 

Climate: INVIGORATING! Welcome: WARM! Prices: 
LOW! 
Advisor: Spanish Secretariat for Ecumenical Rela-
tions, and John XXIII Institute, Salamanca. 
Prospectus from: 

SALAMANCA INSTITUTE 
SECRETARY 

106 So. Fraley St. Phone 814/837-9178 Kane, PA 
16735 

EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH TIES 

Superbly woven in England. Neckties 
with Episcopal shield in full colors on 
Navy or Burgundy. Finest silk blend. 
An ideal gift $19.75 including gift box 
and shipping. Write today for brochure 
with other designs. 

cmnmciHi u r n s 
P.O. Box 1445 • Tryon, NC 28782 • 803-457-4613 

CARTER KERNS 
INVESTMENT ADVISOR 

Tel: 1-503-276-6564 
203 South Main Street 

Pendleton, Oregon 97801 

INTEGRITY, Inc. 
Gay and Lesbian 
Ministries 

Write: B o x 1 9 5 6 1 
Washington, DC 
20035-0561 

Soph isti cateò òesiqns 
Por Chußch & home 

Senò fon fRee catalog 

C. 6. Visminas Co 
812 Ivy Street, P .O. Box 10189 

Pittsburgh, PA 15232 
(412) 682-0150 

Cloisonne Church Emblem 
N E C K L A C E 

1 6 " S te r l i ng - 8 - 9 ^ 5 - $ 8 . 9 5 
1 8 " S t e r l i n g * t f t * 5 - . $ 9 . 9 5 
1 8 " S i l v e r p l a t e d $ 4 . 9 5 
L a p e l P i n $ 4 .96 $ 2 . 9 5 
C h a r m S 4 . 9 5 $ 2 . 9 5 
K e y Holder $ 3-00 $2 . 00 
P u r s e "$~*00"-'$2.00 

( fo lded s i z e 7Vi" x 3 " ) 
Plus Postage and Handling 

$.95 
Order: PAN ASIA PRODUCT CO. 

P.O. Box 49182 
Atlanta, GA 30359 

All 

fm'itn LHW Cuum ^ 
froyim to ChiHwi! \ 

"Springboard" audio-cassette pro-
grams in Spanish, French, and German I 

Ideal for ages 5-10. $21.95 each, postpaid. | 
Money-back guarantee. _ , 

y 6 Room C211 / 
V BUDI f l ' FORUin Guilford. CT 06437 . 

C L E R G Y B L O U S E S 
A variety of styles, colors, & 
fabrics. Brochure: ( 4 1 5 ) 
8 3 4 - 4 3 1 4 W O M E N - I N -
V E S T M E N T S A Cambo-
dian Women's Sewing En-

terprise. S t Paul's Episcopal Church, 114 Mon-
tecito Ave., Oakland, CA 94610. 

from 
ST. MARK'S PRESS 

A LECTOR'S GUIDE 
TO THE EPISCOPAL 

EUCHARISTIC LECTIONARY 
Recognizing that the performances of 

the Liturgy of the Word is an area of our 
public worship in need of attention, and 
that no Lector or Lay Reader can be 
effective without preparation, A Lector's 
Guide is designed to assist in understand-
ing the Propers, containing an outline of 
the general sense of the passages of 
Cycles A, B and C for the Sunday Read-
ings along with suggestions for present-
ing the text. While designed by author 
Frank Mulligan from long experience in 
helping people deliver the Word with 
maximum effectiveness, A Lector's Guide 
is also indispensable for Bible Study and 
adult education programs. 

It makes a perfect companion to the 
Episcopal Eucharistic Lectionary, now in 
its 7th printing and found in more than 
1000 parishes across the U.S. Available 
in both RSV and NEW ENGLISH edi-
tions, the Lectionary contains the words 
of the Gospel, Epistle, Lessons and Col-
lects for years A, B and C in ONE 
compact and easy to use volume. 
ORDER BOTH TODAY. 
Perfect-bound A Lector's Guide only 
$12.00 
Perfect-bound Lectionary only $12.00 
Spiral-bound Lectionary only $14.00 
(A shipping/handling charge will be 
added to your order.) 

Quantity Discounts Available 
For information, or to place your order call 

TOLL FREE 1-800-365-0439 
VISA/MASTERCARD accepted 

ST. MARKS PRESS 
2040 Westridge Dr ive 

Wich i ta , KS 67203 
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TRINITY 
BOOKSTORES 
& GIFT SHOP 
Bibles 
The Book of Common Prayer 
Books on Church History, 
Ethics, Spirituality 
Classic Literature 
Greeting Cards & Gifts 

3 Manhattan Locations 
• The General Theological Seminary 

175 Ninth Avenue (20th St.) 
• Gift Shop, Trinity Church 

B'way at Wall St. 
• Trinity Bookstore 

74 Trinity Place 
Mail or Phone Orders 
Trinity Bookstore, Dept. B 
7 4 Trinity Place 
New York, NY 1 0 0 0 6 
( 2 1 2 ) 349-0376 

MC VISA AMEX Church Charges 

Living the Good News, Inc. 
needs artist and writers. Send samples and resume (not 
returnable). Artists send scripture-based, spot illustra-
tions incorporating calligraphy or type. Line art only. 
Writers need to know scripture and experiential, age-
appropriate teaching methods. 

P.O. Box 18345, Denver, CO 80218. 

POSrTION OPEN January 1, 1990: Executive 
Secretary, General Board of Examining Chap-
lains ana Administrator of the General Ordination 
Examinations. One-half time. GBEC Office will be 
relocated to suit new applicant. Applicant should 
be seminary trained, pastoral, attentive to detail. 
For full position descnption and application write: 
The Rt. Rev. O'Kelley Wh'itaker, Chair of the 
Search Committee, 310 Montgomery Street, 
Suite 200, Syracuse, NY 13202-2093. Completed 
applications must be received by March 15,1989. 

Redwoods stand together 
by David L. James 

Nearly all large trees have enor-
mously deep root systems which sus-
tain them and firmly hold them in 
place. All, that is, except the red-
wood. Oddly enough, the redwood 
is one of the tallest and longest-lived 
trees in the world. Seemingly, if any 
trees need a long, deep, and exten-
sive root system, it must be these 
giant trees. And yet their roots are 
shallow. 

How can that be? Why don't they 
fall over in the high winds and rough 
weather in the places where they 
grow? How can they live so long like 
that? 

The answer is redwoods never grow 
alone. They always grow in clusters, 
and their roots are tangled together 
in an enormous system. So while the 
individual redwood's roots are shal-
low, together they are far more exten-
sive than any single tree and can thus 
sustain storms that would topple trees 
that grow alone. 

• 
Christians cannot grow alone and 

survive. The storms of life are too 
great for each of us alone, and while 
our secular heritage of rugged indi-
vidualism is popular and many peo-
ple believe it, it is ultimately a myth. 

None of us exists alone, no matter 
how strong physically, economically, 
or spiritually. Our success as a church 
is our corporateness, and our success 
as Christians is the same as each of us 
sustains and borrows the strength of 
another and shares the spiritual food 
each of us possesses. 

David L. James is associate rector of St. 
Paul's, Westfield, N.J. 

Servanthood is a noble calling VISITING ENGLAND? 
For rental. Cozy 18c. cottage on 2 
acres near Ludlow, Shropshire. 2 
bdr., 1.1/2 baths, central heat, luxury 
bath and kitchen. Near Shakespeare 
country, Wales, Cotswolds. Rev. N. 
Foster, Vicarage, Tile Cross, Bir-
mingham B33 OLH, England. 

Organist/Director of Music 
Half-time position, Adult Choir, Contemporary 
Youth Choir, Handbell Choir, Concert Series. 
Steere 2 manual Tracker Organ, pianos. Tradi-
tional and contemporary music. Services broad-
cast on Sundays. Parish membership of 700. 
Salary in the region of $13,000 depending on 
qualifications and experience. 
Contact the Rev. Frank Howard, Trinity Episcopal 
Church, Church Street, Tariffville, CT 06081 
Telephone (203)651-0201. 

APPLY NOW TO TEACH ENGUSH IN JAPAN 
AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR KEEP 

Kiyosato Educational Experiment Project 
1-yr full-time paid post, April '89 - March '90. 
Must have B A, teaching experience, some Japanese. 

Send resume, photo, three references to: 
A.C.K..,Box 404, Evanston, IL 60204 

Call: (608) 274-3461 

STAINED GLASS 
f H "SUNCATCHERS" 
\ l / Episcopal Church Emblem 

Handcrafted - 5"x5%"-$14.00;pp. 
ECW-The Nativity and St Stephen's 
159 S. 2nd St., Newport, PA 17074 

Proceed« to support ECW mission work 
Bulk pric»s ivalUbl« 
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by Eleanor Forfang 

The following article responds to Sally 
Campbell's "Does the church block a bur-
geoning ministry?" in The Episcopa-
lian, October, 1988. 

Reassessment of ministerial roles is 
long overdue—and not only in light 
of the flourishing of diaconal voca-
tions. The lay ministry movement 
witnesses to the variety of gifts within 
the Body of Christ, waiting and will-
ing to be tapped, which would free 
the priest to be priest. We are in a 
state of change, in a place where we 
have never been before and going we 
know not where (except, perhaps, 
ultimately—and that by faith). Re-
sentment, misunderstanding, and 
poor use of resources are inevitable, 
for such is the toll history takes on its 
pioneers. 

Sally Campbell argues that the 
diaconate should not be considered 
"the servant ministry." "Servant," 
she writes, is a term with "an unat-
tractive burden of meaning in our 
affluent society." If we do indeed 
make such an objection, this is a 
prophetic comment on our society. 
But while the citizens of this country, 
especially in the Episcopal Church, 
live on an economic scale radically 

different from that of most people in 
the world, many among us are still 
excluded from this affluence. They 
would find the lowly servant with 
nowhere to lay his head a more pow-

Do we hope to 
enhance our 
efforts, or are we 
called to be 
vehicles of his2. 

erful figure than you or I can imag-
ine. 

Nor is this dynamic aspect of Christ 
lost on others whose vocation is in a 
call to service in the love of Christ, be 
it ordained or lay. While the dignity 
of being a vehicle of God's reconcil-
ing love involves a humble willing-
ness to be a servant, it is no humili-
ation, but rather exhaltation to one's 
proper place in Christ. For those with 
this vocation, the term "servant" is 
not derogatory, but descriptive of this 
precious gift. 

As Campbell reflected in her arti-
cle, for potential deacons to abandon 
the ordination process because they 

feel themselves and their gifts deval-
ued is regrettable. How does one 
discern a vocation to the diaconate 
(or to anything, for that matter)? Many 
are called to a life of service. Some 
turn to the therapeutic sciences, oth-
ers to social work or to a related field. 
Is it sufficient sign of a vocation to the 
ordained ministry for one to recog-
nize that "the people to whom they 
minister respond more positively to 
someone who has been institution-
ally authenticated and empowered?" 

The influence of the collar (or a 
monastic habit) can be powerfully 
disarming and attractive on those 
whose reverence for Christ is condi-
tioned by the traditional church. The 
very person of the cleric is a sacra-
mental presence, an icon of Christ. 
The sacrament of ordination is be-
stowed through the church for rea-
sons more interior than practical: Do 
we hope to enhance our efforts, or are 
we called to be vehicles of his? 

We are in danger of setting up a 
false dichotomy between service and 
ministry. Campbell intimates that a 
servant is degradingly subservient to 
the whims of another while the min-
ister does what he or she does out of 
the genuineness of love. This is a 
slanted distinction which ill fits 
Christ's self-surrender as the Suffer-

Continued on next page 
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Dear Dr. Church: 
Our diocese has begun the process 

of looking for a new bishop. I thought 
out of your wisdom and vast experi-
ence you could give us some guid-
ance. How can we find a really good 
bishop? 

Looking in Lockport 
Dear Looking: 

My guidance is you start looking at 
yourselves. If you can find an abso-
lutely first-class secretary for the new 
bishop, a competent diocesan admin-
istrator, who knows people as well as 
finances, an archdeacon who is a real 
pastor and who has no personal 
agenda of his own; and if the bulk of 
the clergy are supportive of each other 
and share a common purpose in the 
diurch's mission; and if most of the 
people really love the Lord and are 
committed to serve him, then just 
about anybody will make a superb 
bishop. 

Even if only four of those condi-
tions are met, you'll have a mighty 
good one. If only two or three, the 
going gets tough, and even a very 

Servanthood 
Continued from previous page 

ing Servant. 
Exhortations to servanthood in re-

lation not only to God, but also to 
others are sprinkled throughout the 
New Testament. God is the one who 
ultimately is the minister. As St. Paul 
writes, "What we preach is not our-
selves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with 
ourselves as servants for Jesus' sake" 
(II Cor. 4:5), and "when I am weak, 
then am I strong" (II Cor. 12:10). The 
servant is one who is sufficiently hum-
ble that he does not impede the min-
istering Spirit. 

The foundation of servant theology 
totters if Campbell is correct in her 
assertion that it is based on a "faulty 
theological understanding" of 
Christ's servanthood. She cites the 
Greek word pais as demonstrative of 
Jesus' servitude to the Father. But no 
thoroughgoing servant theology 
claims to be erected on this word 
alone. It appears in the New Testa-
ment only 24 times, nine of those in 
reference to Christ and only one of 
these outside the Gospel of Luke. 

Diakonos, which gives us "deacon," 
is a more familiar New Testament 
term. In verbal form translated either 
"to minister" or "to serve," it is what 
Martha was doing in Bethany. But 
the word doulos occurs more fre-
quently than both of the above to-
gether. It describes a model of disti-
pleship in both the gospels and the 
epistles. What is most interesting 
about this word is doulos, like pais, 
can be translated "slave." Now that 
should be quite an "unattractive bur-
den of meaning in our affluent 
society"! 

Eleanor Forfang is an artist and writer who 
is studying at tne Anglican School of The-
ology, Ft. Worth, Texas. 

good bishop won't look too good 
after a while. With one or none, 
you'll have to take what you get and 
then wish you were Roman Catholics 
so you could blame the pope. 

Here's looking at you, 
Dr. Church 

Dear Dr. Church: 
I have noticed more and more 

clergy put little crosses before or 
after their signatures. Does that mean 
they have some special position or 
status or just that they want to sig-
nify they are Christians? And would 
it be proper for laypersons to do it? 

Observant in Oberlin 
Dear Observant: 

You are indeed observant. This 
practice has been increasing in recent 
years. I used to wonder if it signified 
some special status, but then my 
bishop began doing it, and he's noth-

ing special. The practice apparently 
began in the 18th century when some 
English bishops couldn't find where 
to sign official documents and their 
secretaries would mark the place with 
an "x" . Then one got the idea that 
since these bishops were supposed to 
be Christians, "Why not use a cross 
instead of an 'x'?" 

Soon the " + " became part of the 
bishop's signature. Not to be out-
done, the lesser clergy thought they 
should do it, too. But since the bish-
ops had already established their 
crosses in front of their signatures, 
the priests had to put their crosses 
after their names. 

Your second question, about laity 
using crosses with their signatures, is 
a good one. In my opinion, since we 
now recognize that the laity are Chris-
tians, too, it is proper for a layperson 
to adopt this practice. The forward 
and aft positions have been pre-

empted by the clergy, but laypersons 
could put their crosses over or under 
their signatures. One might dangle a 
dainty cross from a " p " or a " q " or 
strike a longer cross bar on a " t . " A 
tiny " + " over an " i " could make a 
subtle yet positive statement. 

Use your imagination, but also use-
restraint. In these days of rampant 
paganism, we all should express our 
Christianity with dignity. 

Your friend, 
Dr. Church 

Dear Dr. Church: 
When praying, may one sit? 

Perplexed in Pensacola 
Dear Perplexed: 

Think of it this way: When seated, 
may one pray? 

Your friend. 
Dr. Church 

Dr. Church is a bishop of the Episcopal 
Church who prefers to remain anonymous. 

ASk 
DR.CfoüRCft 
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ENGLAND 
YOUR WAY 

Self-catering flats and cot-
tages in England and Scot-
land. Rent by the week or 
longer. Hundreds of choices, 
London and throughout the 
country. Al l arrangements 

made—plane, car, train.Personal ized service. 

Pilgrim's Way 
Box 1307 Havertown, PA 19083. (215) 649-1868. 

QUALITY CHURCH SUPPLII* Write or 
ca l l lor in format ion 

R. EVANS & CO 
209-683-6715 

Box 2083 Oakhursî, CA 93644 
Personal Professional Attention 

to All four Church and Clergy Needs 

CARTOONS! 
8 0 or ig ina l c a r t o o n s by B i l l M c L e m o r e 

for p e r s o n a l e n j o y m e n t o r p a r i s h news-
letters . S e n d $ 4 . 7 5 ea . to C a r t o o n B o o k , 
P . O . B o x 3 3 1 9 , P h e n i x City, A L 3 6 8 6 8 . 
( P l e a s e add s h i p p i n g cos ts : $ 1 . 0 0 s ingle 
book , 2 5 c e n t s e a c h addi t ional . ) 

Learn to Play the Piano... 
On Your Own! 

With "Key to the Keys," an easy, self-study audio-cas-
sette course, you will be playing simple melodies in no 
time! Step-by-step instructions include chords with a note 
and keyboard guide. Only $18.45, postpaid, including 
cassette and instruction booklet Unconditionally guaranteed. 
U J O I O - f O M J f T ^ R o o m C210. Guilford. C T 06437 

OUT-OF-PRINT BOOKS 
relating to the Anglican/Episcopal 
Church bought and sold. Send 
list of wants or offerings; or $1 for 

catalog of selections from 
extensive stock. 

The Anglican Bibliopole 
858 Church Street 

Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
(518) 587-7470 

VOYAGE INTO ENGLAND 
Explore historical and literary England on a 

comfortable canal-boat. Ancient towns, lovely 
country and famous sites areuniquely accessible 
from 2 ,000 miles of peaceful waterways. Four 
guestsenjoy the personal attention of skipper-
historian. (Ph.D. Harvard.) $495; weekly, all 
meals included. England Af loa t , Box 2083E 
Springfield, Mass. 01101 . Tele. 413-562-9296. 

THE SOCIETY OF MARY 
An Anglican Devotional Society 

For Information Write: 
Mr. Wallace H.Spauldjng 
1206 Buchanan Street" 

McLean,Virginia 22101 

Pews Repaired/Refinished 
Fredrick Woodcraft's only 
business for the past twelve 
years. Free estimates. 
Call Collect. 717-898-7250. 

Money For Your Treasury 
OVER 2 MILLION 

Sunflower Dishcloths 
WERE SOLD LAST YEAR BY MEMBERS 
OF GROUPS, SOCIETIES, CLUBS, ETC. 
THEY ENABLE YOU TO EARN MONEY 
FOR YOUR TREASURY AND MAKE 
FRIENDS FOR YOUR ORGANIZATION 
SAMPLE FREE TO OFFICIAL 

SANGAMON MILLS, INC., Cohoes, N.Y. 12047 
Established igi5 

Church Chairs 
For more information, call: 1-800-537-1530 

In Ohio, 1-800-472-2722 

QUALITY "CUSTOM" CLOISONNE 
ENAMEL PINS 

Produced To Your Own Design 
(Sep 
VR Lapel Pins + Medallions.+ Charms 
Call For1 brochure And Prices - 515-573-8265 

* i THE PIN PLACE 
1508 11 th Ave. No. Fort Dodge, IA 50501 

BED & BREAKFAST 
HAWAII STYLE 

Experience the splendor of the Hawai-
ian Islands without high costs and 
crowds—write: AKAMAI BED & 

BREAKFAST, 172 Kuumele Place, Kailua, Hawaii 
96734 or d(ll: 1-800-642-5366.50/nt; 300/wk; 900/mo. 

Living together 
Michigan church and synagogue share more than a building 
by Judith C. Avery 

The lights burned all night in St. 
Clare's on the 50th anniversary of 
Kristallnacht—as they burned in 
many synagogues and churches. 
Kristallnacht, the "night of the bro-
ken glass" a half century ago, sig-
naled the beginning of the Holocaust. 
At the instigation of the Nazis, Jew-
ish homes, businesses, and syna-
gogues were looted and burned. 
Lights burned this year to signify not 
only remembrance, but a commit-
ment that this will never happen 
again. 

I'd forgotten the lights would be on 
when I got to the church, but it made 
my job easier. This rainy November 
night offered maybe one last chance 
before winter to see if we'd finally 
fixed the latest leak in the roof. I 
walked into the empty but lighted 
room to discover myself not in a 
church, but a synagogue. The black 
metal cross was swung up in its rest-
ing place where you really have to 
look to see it, and the doors—almost 
invisible when closed—in the oak oval 
wall were opened to display the ark. 

Behind sheer curtains were the To-
rah scrolls in their covers, and I 
stopped to look at them. Both of the 
scrolls are old; one, especially pre-
cious, came from a synagogue in 
Czechoslovakia that had no congre-
gation left after the Holocaust. As I 
went about my leak-checking, I no-
ticed that whoever had turned the 
space into a synagogue had left the 
job incomplete: the Episcopal Church 
flag stood in the epistle-side standard 
instead of the Israeli flag. I was 
pleased that St. Clare's had its 
part in the Kristallnacht commemora-
tion 

The building is owned by a corpo-
ration called Genesis of Ann Arbor, 
formed and operated by St. Clare of 
Assisi Episcopal Church ancl Temple 
Beth Emeth, a Reform Jewish congre-
gation. Back in 1970 when the rela-
tionship began, nobody thought it 
would be permanent. The Reform 
Jews, forming a temple, needed a 
place to worship until they could 
build their own home. St. Clare's 
new building, with its modern lack of 
decoration (no stained glass saints, 
for example) was a good place to start 
out. By the time the people of Beth 
Emeth were financially prepared to 
leave, neither congregation wanted 
them to. The temple bought into the 
existing building, and Genesis of Ann 
Arbor was born. 

We don't mingle the two religions. 
We have only four joint events each 
year. St. Clare's rector, Douglas P. 
Evett, and Rabbi Robert D. Levy hold 
an annual pulpit exchange. Both con-
gregations are encouraged to attend 
both services, but the services them-
selves remain the normal Friday night 
or Sunday morning service. The 
Thanksgiving Eve service, on the 
other hand, is truly a joint service. 
The rector and rabbi and officers of 
both congregations participate, and 
the service incorporates parts of each 
tradition. The seder is the fourth of 

the joint services.-
One can attend either St. Clare's 

or Temple Beth Emeth and have al-
most no personal contact with the 
other. One can also have, as many of 
us do, this relationship as a vital part 
of one's life. 

" I fs not a mixed marriage," one 
person explained. True, but ifs not a 
one-night stand either. Sometimes we 
learn things the hard way. Last De-
cember a group of St. Clarians thought 
leaving an undecorated evergreen 
from Christmas Eve up through Fri-
day wouldn't matter. It mattered. 
More recently, some temple mem-
bers thought it didn't matter if the 
sukkah was constructed on the lawn 
on a Sunday morning. It mattered. In 
each case the apology came quickly 
and sincerely, and we learned a little 

"You're a Christian," was the an-
swer. 

It was an answer that set the con-
gregation laughing as probably only 
a group of people who have ail their 
lives been identified as "You're a 
Jew" (or other minority group) can 
laugh. Our collective hope is to raise 
children for whom these state-
ments are purely descriptive and not 
value judgments. Apparently we're 
succeeding. 

Genesis is many things. Ifs the 
odd look I receive at work when I 
start a sentence, "Our rabbi says. 
. . . " I f s not having to find a Jewish 
congregation to do a seder with. Ifs 
Jonathan from the temple and Ed 
from the church up on the roof work-
ing on leaks. Ifs coming into the 
church in the evening and hearing 

Douglas Evett and Robert Levy stand outside the building their congregations share. 
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more about love and living together. 
Making a statement to the world, 

with that cross and that star of David 
side by side on Packard Road, is nice. 
But that's not our primary purpose. 
The real purpose is the statement 
we're making for ourselves and for 
our children. Our children grow up 
in love and trust. 

The love and trust begin with the 
little ones on high holy days—Yom 
Kippur and Rosh Hashana, Christ-
mas Eve and Easter—when we trade 
off on babysitting so no adult will 
have to miss the service. It continues 
with shared classrooms, used at dif-
ferent times for church school, tem-
ple religious school, the Hebrew 
school. 

Doug Evett began his Friday night 
sermon last pulpit exchange with a 
story of coming in from the chapel in 
alb and chasuble from a Saturday 
morning wedding to run into a fam-
ily dear to him who were just leaving 
religious school. 

"I know what you are," one young-
ster declared. 

"What am I?" Doug asked, enjoy-
ing it as much as the parents. 

the choir practice in Hebrew. Ifs two 
clergymen who each find their clos-
est colleague and support in some-
one of another faith. Ifs having the 
altar guild do the flowers on Friday— 
except for weeks when a bar or bat 
mitzvah furnishes the flowers that 
are always left for Sunday. Ifs hear-
ing the report each year that the 
Interfaith Resolution Committee, the 
group designated by the Genesis 
agreement to settle disputes between 
the congregations, has never yet had 
to meet. 

And finally, of course, ifs this. As 
anti-Semitism appears to be growing 
in our country and as anti-Semitic 
acts increase, we know one thing for 
certain: No one can break the glass of 
Temple Beth Emeth and leave intact 
the glass of St. Clare of Assisi. A 
Kristallnacht, large or small, in Ann 
Arbor would be an action directed at 
me and my fellow parishioners. And 
thaf s why the lights shone all night 
in the windows of St. Clare's. 

Judith C. Avery is a librarian at the Univer-
sity of Michigan and editor of the "World's 
Greatest Parish Newsletter," The St. Ciarían. 
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Kristallnacht service at Cenerai Seminary 

Jewish-Christian 
Continued from page 1 

eled to Israel. Impressed by the work 
of the David Hartman Institute, a 
center for Jewish-Christian dialogue, 
Carpenter returned home determined 
to test the interfaith climate. 

Carpenter7 s fund-raising letters 
drew generous response from Jews 
and Christians (not all Episcopalian) 
across the country. GTS offered office 
space for the project, and groups like 
the Anti-Defamation League provided 
funds for such items as stationery. 
Once Carpenter's vision received con-
crete support, the Center for Jewish-
Christian Studies and Relations could 
begin its venture into uncharted wa-
ters. 

By the time of the inaugural in 
May of 1988, the center had already 
begun a wide range of programs 
aimed at seminarians, clergy and 
laypeople. Joint seminars offered Jews 
and Christians an opportunity to ad-
dress historical and scriptural matters 
which both unite and divide the two 
faiths. Presenters thus far have in-
cluded professors from GTS, Hebrew 
Union College (HUC), and local uni-
versities. 

Seminarians from HUC and GTS 
have also taken courses on scriptural 
and theological interpretation, attend-
ing classes on both campuses. 

For seminarians in the field educa-
tion program and the clergy who 
supervise them, congregational life is 
the arena where growing understand-

University 
THE FAIRFAX SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 

offers home-study, non-residential pro-
grams with a set curriculum. Programs 
lead to degree and certificate creden-
tials, and are suitable for clergy and lay 
people. There is also a special STD/DD 
program, together with specialist music 
courses leading to Master's and Doctor-
ate degrees, in Church and Sacred 
Music. Obtain the special new catalog of 
theTheology School by writing/calling: 
Fairfax University (Theology School), 
2900 Energy Centre, New Orleans, La 
70163 (Tel: (504).585.7303). 

Boys' School 

Christ School 
Since 1900 

• An Episcopal board-
ing school for 150 
boys, grades 8-12 

• 7:1 student-teacher 
ratio 

• College preparatory 
curriculum 

• Advanced placement 
and accelerated 
courses 

• Strong religious life 
• Emphasis on outdoor 

and athletic programs 
• Daily work program 

• 500-acre campus in 
the mountains of North 
Carolina 

CHRIST SCHOOL 
Box E 
Arden, N.C 28704 
(704) 684-6232 

ing and good intentions are put to 
the test. GTS senior George Gray, a 
lifelong Episcopalian, participated in 
High Holy Day and circumcision cer-
emonies at Brotherhood Synagogue 
as well as attending sisterhood meet-
ings (akin to Episcopal women's 
groups) and religious school classes. 

Brotherhood Synagogue has a cor-
dial relationship with its Gramercy 
Park neighbor, the Episcopal parish 
of Calvary/St. George's. Rector 
Thomas Pike supervised HUC student 
Douglas Slotnick's year at the parish. 
Slotnick led spring and fall courses 
on Judaism, participated in adult ed-
ucation programs, and preached a 
number of times. He brought a new 
perspective to the parish's Bible stud-
ies, Pike says, and some parishioners 
found painful the realization of how 
closely Easter was associated with 
anti-Semitism. 

The closeness between Calvary/St. 
George's and Brotherhood Synagogue 
is "both deep and broad," ranging 
from concern over their landmark 
buildings to strong commitment to 
social action. Pike, who says his ves-
try is supportive, hopes to have an-
other Jewish student doing field ed-
ucation in the spring. 

The Center has attracted publicity 
and support among Christians and 
Jews of many denominations. But 
Carpenter and administrator Lois 

Grayck note the constant battle to 
raise enough money to stay afloat. 
Carpenter, who is a volunteer at the 
center, says he hopes it will eventu-
ally be endowed and have spin-off 
sites around the country. 

Administrator Grayck, who is Jew-
ish, says the conversations and 
courses have attracted people who 
are "coming in to learn something 
about themselves as well as about 
someone else. The fear of being di-
luted [by another faith] is dispelled." 

On November 9 the center held a 
worship service and discussion to 
commemorate the 50th anniversary 

of Kristallnacht, a night when Ger-
man Jews were murdered and their 
shops and synagogues destroyed. 

Mindful that other remembrances 
were being held elsewhere at the 
same time, center officials did not 
expect the interfaith service to fill the 
chapel at GTS. Grayck was impressed 
by the response of the GTS residents 
who participated. " I f s remarkable the 
sense of responsiblity people at the 
seminary feel for the anti-Jewish his-
tory of the church which led in some 
way to the Holocaust. There's a 
responsiblity for changing that, a real 
commitment toward dispelling myths 
and barriers." 

As for Rabbi Block, he is looking 
forward to being one of the guests at 
the baptism of George Gray's new 
baby. 

Girls' School 
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For information about 
a challenging, rewarding, 
and stimulating college-
preparatory curriculum 

in a family-like atmosphere, 
call or write: 

Admissions Office 
C H A T H A M H A L L 

Chatham, VA 24531 
(804) 432-2941 

"The preeminent boarding 
school for young women." 

Grades 9 -12 

F O U N D E D 1894 

University 

CLERGY AND LAITY 
DEGREE PROGRAMS 

The theology programs developed 
by the School of Theology lead to the 
degrees of B0, MTh, DMinandThD. 

For a general catalog send $8 to: 

\
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W o m e n ' s S c h o o l 

"...and having a woman chaplain is such a 
good role model for her." 

S A I N T M A R Y ' S 
The Episcopal High School and College for Women 

900 Hillsborough Street 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27603 

919-8394100 

Coeducational School 

J THE STONY BROOK SCHOOL V. 
"Stony Brook combines first-rate education 
with a most excellent presentation of the 
biblical faith. It teaches young people not 
only how to think, but how to shape their 
vision and values according to Christian 
ideals. It's a happy and wholesome place." 

— Right Rev. Alden M. Hathaway 
Bishop, Diocese of Pittsburgh on 
daughter Melissa's experience 

Founded in 1922 
Independent college preparatory • Boarding and day, grades 7-12 

for more information, write or call 
THE STONY BROOK SCHOOL 
Stony Brook, New York 11790 

(516) 751-1800 
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©LIR views 
Roadblocks in 
the giver's path 

The Christmas season just past was a tough 
one for giving. We're not talking about the kind of 
giving that goes on around the Christmas tree or 
even the extra dollars in the envelope at church. 
We mean the giving to people elsewhere in seri-
ous, often desperate, need. 

Sometimes, apparently, politics or inefficiency 
stood in the way of those needing help. 

Take three examples: Sudan, where thousands 
have died of starvation and disease in the southern 
provinces; Nicaragua, ravaged by Hurricane 
Joan"; and Armenia, devastated by earthquake. 

In Sudan, the government has been reluctant 
to allow food to be shipped into the southern 
provinces because the people there are sympa-
thetic to rebel forces. The rebels there have op-
posed food going into major towns in the region 
because they want to force the civilians into the 
countryside which they control. Supplies are 
snagged, and more people starve. 

Relief for Nicaragua hit a political bottleneck 
of another sort. TÍie Sandinista government 
spurned the United States' offer of assistance in 
the wake of the hurricane on grounds that such 
supplies would end up in the hands of rebel 
"contra" forces. Private agency aid has been get-
ting through but not in the volume the U.S. 
government could have produced. 

The Armenian earthquake just before Christ-
mas prompted an enormous outpouring from the 
U.S., much of it in the form of food, clothing, and 
blankets, all needed by the quake's survivors. Yet 
a large portion of that beneficence remained in rail 
cars and warehouses long after reaching Armenia 
because distribution was disorganized and inade-
quate. Send money instead, the Soviet Union 
asked. 

Facing such problems, what does an Episcopal 
donor do? 
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MOT to PUT TOO 
FINE A POINT 
UPON IT, MY FWENPS. 

We'll put in a plug here for the Presiding 
Bishop's Fund for World Relief. Giving through 
the fund offers several advantages: You can desig-
nate where you want a contribution to go with the 
assurance that every effort will be made to get it 
there; with its intimate knowledge of what relief 
agency can deliver best in each troubled spot, 
PBFWR can channel your donation with far more 
telling results than the individual could; finally, 
the agency works with an admirably low overhead 
rate. 

One last point. With God's gift of his Son as a 
galvanic example, Christmas understandably is 
prime giving time. But Jesus' message to us surely 

OOP GRASP 
APPEARS 
l b HAVE 
bxceeped 
OUR 
REACH 
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was that helping those in need is a year-round, 
lifetime mission. Merry February. 

'Only a few' 
The Rev. Joseph Seitlheko, rector of Qacha's 

Nek Anglican Parish in Lesotho, South Africa, 
writes in his parish newsletter: 

"Confirmations in August last by Bishop 
Donald went very well and very happily. . . .You 
know from my newsletters I am not easygoing 
about confirmation; only a few candidates get 
confirmed if they pass the given test. So the 
number confirmed was 199 out of the parish." 

So we may print the largest number possible, all letters are 
subject to condensation, but we welcome readers' comments. 

Harris' lack of training, 
leftist stance decried 
I was intrigued by your blithe 
attitude regarding Barbara 
Harris' "personal baggage." 
Your mention of her disquali-
fications in "Our Views" (De-
cember, 1988) was the first I 
had heard of her divorce 
and lack of seminary degrees. 
And now you approve the 
election to bishop of a 
woman who not only does 
not have seminary degrees, 
but no college degree, citing 
her advocacy of "justice, the 
poor, the oppressed" as ap-
parent substitutes for the for-
mal training required of other 
priests and bishops. Hypo-
crites? 

I further understand that 
she is managing editor of The 
Witness, [a magazine] far left 
of the church mainstream. 
Her column, "A Luta 
Continua," is the same name 
as the rallying cry for Marxist 
Africans. A coincidence? 

I wonder if they are not 
doing this to shodc the whole 
church so that if she does not 
receive the "consents" she 
needs to become bishop, it 
will be easier for a better 
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trained and more moderate 
woman than Ms. Harris to be 
elected next time? 

Those pushing their own 
agenda may want to read II 
Peter 2:1-9. And The Episcopa-
lian may want to consider 
discussing the qualifications 
of priests and bishops more 
thoroughly in the future. 

Thomas W. Hawksworth 
Germantown, WI 

Ed. Note: The Episcopalian 
was not endorsing Harris' elec-
tion in its editorial, but was in-
terpreting the action of the Dio-
cese of Massachusetts' 
convention. 

Harris election cartoon 
disdains traditionalists 
Given the temper of the 
times and the leaning of The 
Episcopalian's editorial board, 
one might have expected 
your November editorial enti-
tled, "Congratulations 
Barbara," in spite of the fact 
that her election is yet to be 
approved by a majority of 
bishops and diocesan stand-
ing committees. The real 
shocker was the political car-
toon accompanying the edito-

1989 

rial depicting her as a succes-
sor to Paul Revere with the 
bishop of London, pictured 
as an ogre, looking on. 

While the majority of our 
bishops have heralded this 
election as a fulfillment and 
enrichment of ministry, most 
have asked that the concerns 
of the traditionalists be recog-
nized and treated with un-
derstanding and pastoral sen-
sitivity. Your cartoon belies 
these sentiments, revealing 
overt disdain for the many of 
us who continue to give alle-
giance to the historic ministry 
of catholic Christendom. 

The Rev. Alan P. Maynard 
Greenville, RI 

Parents, not children 
to blame for ruckus 
As one of the "other people" 
referred to by Billie Fenton in 
"Stop the Shush Game" (Jan-
uary, 1989), please give us 
some consideration. 

What if several parents 
were walking up and down 
the aisles during service, 
pointing things out to their 
children as she suggests? The 
rest of us would have a hard 
time worshiping. 

Granted, children cannot be 
expected to be entirely quiet. 
They need to be prepared as 
to how to behave in church, 
given appropriate quiet activi-
ties to occupy them. 

If parents have no control 
over their children, as Mrs. 
Hauslohner in "Babel 
revisted" (September, 1988) 
had not, that is what nurser-
ies and children's church are 
for. Parents are to be criticized 
for allowing a child to disturb 
those around them, not the 
child. 

One of the Congregation 
Kennett Square, PA 

Trinity School, Haiti: 
Thanks for Detroit help 
Though it has been many 
months since General Con-
vention in Detroit, we feel it 
is never too late to applaud 
the choice of the Joseph T. 
Griffin Company as conven-
tion managers. 

All who attended the con-
vention heard about the 
problems we from the Dio-
cese of Haiti were having 
concerning the release of our 
crafts from customs. We want 
to thank Artie Meyer, Susan 

Streible, and the many others 
in the Griffin Company for 
being our resource in time of 
absolute despair, our partners 
in frustration who laughed 
with us, prayed with us, and 
genuinely cared about and 
loved us. They worked with 
us every day, all day. 

Thanks to them and to 
Debbie Kelly from the Na-
tional Exposition Company at 
Cobo [Hall], we were helped 
and guided by Robin, the 
presiding bishop, the bishop 
of Michigan, the Rev. K. 
Dexter Cheney, the district 
congressman, the local Team-
sters Union, clergy delegates, 
exhibitors in other booths, 
Eastern Air Lines (who 
shipped everything from 
Haiti for us free of charge), 
the Detroit Free Press, and so 
many others. Thank you, 
thank you! 

We learned a lot with this 
experience. All of it will get 
us to the convention in Phoe-
nix with none of the same 
problems. God's peace to you. 

Beverly Fawcett, Edith Ledan, 
David McNeeley, Raymond 

Leger, Sister Marjorie Raphael 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti 
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Move the parish? 
That's 'sick message* 
by Park Allis 

I found your article entitled "Parish in Trou-
ble? Pick It up, Move It" (December, 1988) fasci-
nating. I f s always a joy to read where the peo-
ple of God are taking their parish ministry 
seriously and responding to our Lord's callings. 

I am deeply troubled, however, by what the 
article was unable to say. Perhaps my greatest 
trouble lies with its title: "Parish in Trouble? Pick 
it Up, Move It". 

All parishes which encounter a 
"precariousness" because of decreased member-
ship, income, and focus should not immediately 
conclude they should move on to "greener 
pastures." There are challenges and opportuni-
ties right where they live. New ministries, mem-
bership and financing are readily at hand, if 
sought. 

I have been blessed being rector of three par-
ishes which could have easily moved on. Each 
was an in-the-city community of faith. One was 
middle-class and blue|-collar in a heavily declin-
ing city; one was devoid of material riches in a 
community of impoverishment and transient stu-
dents; and one was middle/upper-class in a 
declining-until-recently community which aver-

^ P o n t i u s ' Puddle 
X AJ>MIR£ THOSE WHO SERVED DORIW& 
THE CrOLPEN ERA OF MISSIONS. 
TORSWIN6 Aa.SOJOORNlMTO CfcR-

" OCP CONTINENTS, BRAVING 
IMSECT-INPESTED JON&LES. 
RISKING- LIFE AND LIMB 

,TO SPREAD THE 
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aged the highest number of deaths in the state. 
Each made a conscious decision to stay even 
though a number in each disagreed. 

In the first, we doubled the income and main-
tained membership numbers in the seven-plus 
years we shared ministry. In the second, we took 
a small parish of 30-some persons spending 
$20,000 more than it took in each year and 
turned it around to break even by the fourth 
year; we increased our membership thrice over. 
In the third, we realized the fruits of hard labor 
and increased our pledge units dramatically after 
a decade-plus of decreasing membership; it took 
two years. 

There are constant factors in each of the par-
ishes which we identified, celebrated, and lifted 
up. They are, I believe, to be noted long before 
someone casually says, "Parish in trouble? Pick 
it up, move it ." Some of these factors are: 

• fully discuss the 'failing' situation and be-
gin to imagine alternatives; 

• expand these alternatives by conversations 
with responsible mission or ministry committees 
so that outside resources may be recruited and 
moved to initiate their own long-range planning 
and imagining; 

• design a long-range plan for ministry re-
sponsive to the needs of the neighborhood, in-
volving the neighborhood in its formation and 
initiation from the very beginning; 

• design a year-round program based upon 
the needs of the neighborhood; 

IA/WSE WE COOLD GO 
WITNESS TO THE NEW 
NEf&HBOR DOWN 
THE STttEerr. 
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Anti-Semitism seen 
in Intifada article 
The Episcopalian is a fine 
newspaper so I am distressed 
to see anti-Semitism creeping 
in. The December article op-
posing Israel's policies [on 
the Intifada] decries "those 
who wished to silence Jesus." 
To refer to the ancient Jews 
this way needlessly stirs up 
emotional grievances on both 
sides. Like the vivid descrip-
tion of Israeli atrocities that 
followed in the article, it 
blocks rational communica-
tion. 

Dredging up horrors hard-
ens, rather than opens, our 
hearts. Let's not corrode the 
bonds of understanding and 
reconciliation that Christ calls 
us to. Prejudice is what 
wishes to silence Jesus. 

William T. Hathaway 
Fairfield, IA 

David Oakerhater came 
from Paris Hill, NY 
In "Who was David 
Oakerhater?" (October, 1988), 
you say he headed west in 
the company of a priest from 
Park Hill, N.Y. I f s Paris Hill. 
And we really care, here in 

Central New York, where St. 
Paul's, Paris Hill, is the old-
est church in our diocese 
(1797). It also happens to be 
the church where David 
Oakerhater was baptized; he 
was confirmed and ordained 
at Grace Church, Syracuse. 

Although we're far from 
Cheyenne country here, we 
do feel a great closeness to 
David Oakerhater and his 
ministry. It began at Paris 
Hill where he is remembered 
with special zeal each year at 
services on the Sunday clos-
est to September 1. 

Anita Monsees 
Editor, The Messenger 

Diocese of Central New York 

Is God pruning us? 
Turmoil and controversy do 
not seem to be slackening in 
the Episcopal Church. Some 
are leaving; some seem to 
want to throw out others. 

We can choose collectively 
and individually to use this 
as an occasion of grace and 
mercy. If we decide to focus 
on the reign of God made 
available to us through Christ 
Jesus, we are freed to offer 
ourselves for God's pruning. 

It is not pleasant to be 
trimmed back, to have our 
roots disturbed, to receive so 
much fertilizer, and to bleed. 

We can choose collectively 
and individually to seek 
above all else the reign df 
God in all this so we may 
bear better fruit—for the 
making of disciples, for jus-
tice and mercy, and for per-
sonal growth. 

Much of the rancor has to 
do with threats to our iden-
tity as catholic, evangelical, 
modern, liberal, etc. It would 
be a great blessing if we were 
forced to come to God with 
nothing at all but our spiri-
tual poverty and the cross. 

The Rev. John I. Kilby 
Clinton, IA 

Reynolds article cheered 
Thank you, Jean Reynolds, 
for giving us your great arti-
cle, "Listen to your deepest 
yearnings as you await the 
coming of Jesus." And thank 
you, editors, for publishing it 
in your December issue. 
Please let us hear more such 
voices. 

Ruth I. Hayhurst 
Morgantown, WV 

• become a community focused in ministry as 
opposed to a "general practitioner"; 

• redesign the usage of buildings for support-
ive income and neighborhood service; 

• reduce dependency on the pledge or free-
will offering and creatively develop money and 
programs through grants (church and secular, 
local and national) and cottage industries which 
offer creative outlets for those in the community 
as well as provide a sought-after product; 

• fine-tune liturgies in response to commu-
nity needs and concerns; 

• develop leadership for the vestry and chairs 
of committees from neighborhood and constitu-
ent programs meeting in and through the parish. 

Far too many parishes are eager to throw in 
the towel and walk away from a location. When 
we do this—and an in-the-city cliche is "move to 
the suburbs"—we frequently fail to listen to 
God's calling as we neglect those near us. 

The people in the neighborhood which the 
parish is considering leaving see no involvement 
in their lives, which is probably why most have 
not crossed the threshold in the first place. And 
they unfortunately see this as a sign of how God 
is responding to their lives. What a sick message 
to be presented. 
Park Allis is rector of St. James' Church, Woonsocket, R.i. 

Nostalgia is paganism 
William C. Morris, Jr. 

Nostalgia is a serious danger to all churches 
these days. It leads to magical thinking, which is 
what most reactionary (as distinct from conserva-
tive) movements are about. People say, "Things 
were fine until we did X." For example, in the 
Episcopal Church: ordained women, revised the 
Prayer Book, talked frankly about sexuality. 

Then people begin to suppose that if they re-
verse X (the change they can control), all the 
problems they can't control (which were noticed 
at about the same time as X) will also disappear. 
Wrong! History doesn't reverse. 

Revelation is rooted in the past, but faith is 
rooted in the present and points toward the fu-
ture. Christianity always seeks a new creation. 
Paganism wishes everything to remain the same. 

While it is untrue that every new thing is of 
God, it is equally untrue that every old thing is 
godly. The church is in constant need of refor-
mation so that it may be renewed in the image of 
Christ and be enabled to do his ministry. 

Contrary to many opinions, the history of the 
church does not feature unchanging views and 
customs. It is, rather, a story of intermittent ef-
forts at faithful adaptation so God's eternal 
Word, enfleshed in Jesus Christ, may be truly 
encountered by all nations and peoples. The 
church, at the beginning, was composed largely 
of converted Jews. Several hundred years later, it 
had become a gentile organization. Both the 
words and the ideas of faith had to be translated 
—and what a battle it was! 

Five hundred years later, the barbarians had 
been converted, and again both the words and 
the ideas of faith had to be translated. The whole 
process was subjected to critical review, and a 
major parting of the ways took place in the 16th 
century when every part of the western church 
went through a reformation. The process is still 
going on as Christianity evangelizes effectively in 
Africa and encounters new challenges in the west. 

This character of faithful adaptation is what 
gives credibility to our claim that Christ is Lord 
of all. Nostalgia can be a genuine spiritual dan-
ger when it reaches the point of knowing God 
only in memory, and not in present love and fu-
ture hope, because its unspoken message is that 
God has abandoned us. The message of the gos-
pel is, instead, that God has embraced us and is 
with us in all times and places and circum-
stances. 
William C. Morris, Jr., is rector of All Saints' Church, River 
Ridge, La. 
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Apostles 
Continued from page 1 

hills of Jamaica. Some other cells 
spend a night a month preparing 
food, then distributing it from a Sal-
vation Army truck to homeless peo-
ple on Washington's streets. The 
"Grate Patrol/' they call it. 

• Started 20 years ago as an ex-
perimental mission of Truro Church 
three miles away, Apostles has spun 
off a mission of its own, Church of 
the Word in Manassas. "Seeded" 
with 80 Apostles members two years 
ago, Word is now a full-status church 
of 150 members—Truro's "grand-
child." 

When Church of the Apostles be-
gan in 1968 with about 50 members, 
it had no building (services were held 
in the Fairhill Elementary School's 
cafeteria), no priest (supply priests 
were recruited), and no staff. 

Very early its members decided that 
decisions would be made by consen-
sus; one strong objection by any mem-
ber would hold up action. That still 
applies—but generally to vestry and 
committee actions, not to the congre-
gation as a whole. 

Stewardship tithing also came 
early, prompted by young people in 
Youth With A Mission (YWAM), 
which sends young missionaries 
abroad. 

The church building Apostles 
erected, except for crosses outside, is 
far from stained-glass gothic. The 
congregation's intent was to sell it 
some day if need be. Thus, even to its 
industrial-strength concrete slab, it 

can be converted to use as a ware-
house. 

The membership soon outgrew the 
building, however. By 1982, 2,000 
were showing up for the two-hour-
plus Sunday worship. Church of the 
Apostles began renting—for $100,000 
a year—the auditorium of Fairfax 
High School for services and its class-
rooms for Bible study. 

A contributor to the phenomenal 
growth was Henry Lawrence 
Scott, rector from 1977 to 1983, 
"the combination of a high-energy 
congregation and a high-energy 
priest," says Gallo. 

Scott came to Apostles from St. 
Paul's, Darien, Conn., another hugely 
successful charismatic, evangelical 
parish which Apostles resembles in 
some ways. 

Since the 2,000-attendance high-
water mark, however, attendance has 
been slipping. Partly, say Rauh and 
Gallo, that was due to a hiatus of two 
and a half years in which Apostles 
was calling its present rector, 
David R. Harper—from New Zea-
land. 

"It also has to do with worshiping 
in a secular place," says Gallo. "You're 
always aware that you're in an audi-
torium, that there are a dozen en-
trances to go in and out of. That 
affects people." 

The church is now embarked on a 
$750,000 expansion of its building 
(two-thirds of it on a debt-free basis) 
to provide 10 classrooms and two 
multi-purpose rooms, completed 
in January. Meeting at two services a 
Sunday, the congregation will then 
return to the building for worship. 

1989 S U M M E R S E S S I O N 
in the San Francisco Bay Area 

The Church Divinity School of the Pacific presents the 
Cooperative Summer Session 
Session I, June 19 — 30 
Theology as Narrative 

Robert McAfee Brown 
New Approaches in the Study of the 
History of Christianity 

Robert C. Greg 
Christianity in Africa 

Mercy Amba Odyoyo 
And more. 
Session II, July 3 —14 * 
John, the Spiritual Gospel 

L. Wm. Countryman 
Romans and Preaching 

William Baird & Fred Craddock 
Ecclesiology in Feminist Perspective 

Letty M. Russell 
And more. 
Pacific School of Religion 
Presents one-week workshops, June through August, featuring 
twenty workshops, including: 
Asian American Ministries 

Paul Nagano 
Spiritual Direction 

Jane Vennard 

Education and the Church 
Ansley Coe Throckmorton 

Youth Ministry 
David Ng 

For more information, write or call: 
Dr. Carol Voisin, Director of Summer Session 
1798 Scenic Ave. 
Berkeley, CA 94709 
1-800-999-0528 

Three later phases of building en-
largement, allowing for expected con-
gregational growth, will cost close to 
$3 million. They will widen the sanc-
tuary and provide a balcony, fellow-
ship hall, more classrooms, and ad-
ministrative space. 

Oliver North keeps a relatively low 
profile at Apostles. He's a member of 
one of the 42 cell groups and attends 
men's breakfasts. He is not on the 
vestry. The North children are active 
members. 

The congregation's reaction to the 
disclosures of his work on the Na-
tional Security Council? "Most are 
sympathetic to him," says Frank 
Gallo, adding that the parish includes 
the full spectrum of opinion on 
North's actions. 

"We've had people go to jail from 
this congregation," he said. "In Ollie's 
case—if there was a sin—the reaction 
mostly was: hate the sin and love the 
sinner, show God's love." On two or 
three Sundays, prayers for the North 
family were included in Prayers of 
the People . 

Later, North requested the oppor-
tunity to address the congregation. 
"He thanked us for our support and 
ministry to him and his family," Gallo 
recalls. "Everyone clapped." 

Ethics in America 
on public television 

A 10-part series exploring Ameri-
can values begins January 31 on pub-
lic television stations around the coun-

Produced by veteran broadcaster 
Fred Friendly, Ethics in America fea-
tures such luminaries as former U.S. 
ambassador to the U.N. Jeane Kirk-
patrick, Supreme Court Justice 
Antonin Scalia, and New York Daily 
News columnist Liz Smith. Episcopa-
lians C. Everett Koop, surgeon gen-
eral under Ronald Reagan, and Don-
ald Shriver, president of Union 
Theological Seminary, will also par-
ticipate. 

In each program, a moderator will 
lead panelists through hypothetical 
case studies of ethical questions, such 
as an individual's responsibility to 
the community, accountability in gov-
ernment, loyalty in the military, con-
fidentiality in the law, and privacy in 
the press. 

For information about colleges of-
fering credit for the course, call 1-800-
LEARNER. Consult local papers for 
broadcast times and dates. 

South African bishops ask 
more government pressure 

"Carefully selected and specifically 
targeted forms of pressure, including 
economic and diplomatic pressure" 
to end apartheid, has been recom-
mended by southern Africa's Angli-
can bishops. 

The bishops of the Province of 
Southern Africa, including South Af-
rica, Lesotho, Mozambique, Namibia, 
and Swaziland, met in November near 
Port Elizabeth but withheld a state-
ment about the meeting until Decem-
ber "to insure that. . .our people hear 
it from us first." 

"We intend going beyond this gen-
eral statement," the bishops said, 
"and identifying specific areas for 
action, but we should like first to 
involve our people. . .by asking for 
their views and initiating further 
investigation." 

With pastoral concern for all the 
people of the province, the bishops 
said they want to "choose forms of 
action [to recommend] which will 
avoid as far as possible the creation of 
further unemployment." 

They emphasized, however, that 

the basic unemployment problem in 
the country relates not to sanctions 
imposed in the past, but to the na-
tional system. 

"Official policy has created unjust 
economic structures which cause far 
more suffering than sanctions. Since 
1948, the implementation of apart-
heid has left South Africa's economy 
greatly weakened. Enormous re-
sources have been squandered on the 
multiplication of public facilities and 
government departments, together 
With a huge and costly military 
infrastructure." 

The bishops see no indications that 
"apartheid will disappear without 
some form of pressure being applied." 
International boycotts, they said, have 
achieved "some telling results," the 
recent sports boycott being a good 
example. 

But it is crucial, they added, that 
people realize that suffering is con-
tinuing and "has not been signifi-
cantly alleviated by the scrapping of 
separate entrances to post offices and 
other 'petty apartheid' measures." 
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