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Council moves toward larger,

redesigned national newspaper

by Steve Weston

Executive Council has adopted a
sweeping plan to replace The Episco-
palian and 18 separate Episcopal
Church Center periodicals with a re-
designed tabloid newspaper that will
be read in every Episcopal house-
hold.

The measure, framed at council’s
February 28-March 3 meeting in Fort
Worth, Texas, is part of an emerging
national communication policy coun-
cil initiated at its November meeting.

Success for the plan hinges on two
points. Executive Council must ap-
prove a prototype of the new tabloid
at its June meeting in Pittsburgh.
Before that meeting, the various pro-
gram units at the Episcopal Church
Center must decide if they are willing
to support the single publication con-
cept.

If the review provides a realistic
expectation for success of the publi-
cation, based on its appearance and
support, the publishing operation of
the current Episcopalian will eventu-
ally be moved to the Episcopal Church
Center, and its editorial staff and
content will be restructured. :

A consultant previously engaged
by the Episcopal Church Center’s of-
fice of communication to evaluate the
18 periodicals and the possibility of
combining them in a national monthly
will consult with The Episcopalian’s
board of directors and management
to construct the prototype of the new
primary communication vehicle.

At the November meeting, The
Episcopalian’s board of directors had
requested Executive Council to begin
“an orderly transition of ownership
and operation” of the newspaper.
While much progress has been
achieved in increasing circulation, im-
proving editorial content and stream-
lining the efficiency of publication,
the monthly tabloid continues to re-
main on unsure financial footing.
BishopJohn H. MacNaughton of West

Bishop Gerald McAllister, right, and publisher Richard L. Crawford await council action.

Texas, head of Executive Council’s
sub-committee for communication,
said he expects a new publication
could not actually begin operation
until October.

In proposing the plan,
MacNaughton, his committee and Ex-
ecutive Council were sensitive to two
concerns. One is the present staff of

The Episcopalian, whose members
could be dislocated as the result of
moving the operation of the publica-
tion to New York City. The other is
the hesitation ethnic minorities might
feel facing the loss of their publica-
tions at the Episcopal Church Center.

“We're taking a leap of faith,”
Bishop Leo Frade of Honduras said
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Welcome, East Carolina!

With this issue The Episcopalian
welcomes the Diocese of East Caro-
lina as its newest diocesan partner.
The diocese’s 9,000 households will
receive their diocesan newspaper,
CrossCurrent, in combination with
The Episcopalian.

““We are actually able to provide
you both papers for less money
than we could print and distribute
CrossCurrent alone,” communica-
tions committee chairman Michael
T. McEwen told the diocese. ““Per-
haps even more important, our
editor will now be able to concen-
trate on editing and will not be
worrying about mailing lists, post-
age and related headaches.”

before the decision was taken to sup-
port the plan. “I don’t like it, but I
will take it.” He said it was “impor-
tant to take the risk in believing in
something that hasn’t been created
yet.”

Austin Cooper of Cleveland, Ohio,
said he also was willing to take the
risk. “If this is one with fairness and
equity, it will include those of us who
have been locked out and excluded—
intentionally, in most instances.”

Presiding Bishop Edmond- L.
Browning said he would bring all the
credibility of his office to bear in
support of Executive Council’s reso-
lution for cooperative effort to design
a new print vehicle. About 10 percent
of the $1.25 million annual publica-
tions budget at the Episcopal Church
Center is the estimated amount
needed for transition to a single pub-

Please turn to page 32 (back page)

Refugees in Texas find Episcopal friends

by Harry G. Toland

Just before last Christmas, Episco-
palians in Brownsville, Texas, discov-
ered more than 100 Central American
refugees living in the abandoned Am-
ber Motel in horrendous conditions.

They were packed 12 to 15 to a
room with no running water, toilet
facilities, electricity, doors or win-
dows. They were sleeping on carpet

| front half of the paper.
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Four new sections inside this issue

The Episcopalian introduces four new sections this month to help our
readers locate news and features more readily.

The “Nation” section will begin each month on page three and offer
domestic news stories and background. News from the Anglican Com-
munion and other overseas stories will appear in the “World” section
following “Nation.”” These two news sections will run each month in the

~ “People & Places” will offer stories of unusual and innovative Episco-
| palians and their ministries. Most commentary, opinion and devotional
- material will be grouped together in the fourth section, callg
These two sections will appear in the back half of the
- The center spread will continue to carry one fea
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remnants and palm branches, using
room corners as toilets. They hauled
water from a nursing home two blocks
away. Many were sick.

On Christmas Eve parishioners of
Church of the Advent and St. Paul’s
Church brought the Amber residents
a hot dinner and Christmas presents
for the children.

After the meal, James E. Folts and
C. Mark Jennings, rector and assis-
tant respectively of Advent, and
Richard J. Aguilar, the bilingual vicar
of St. Paul’s, celebrated Holy Eucha-
rist in the old motel’s parking lot.

The refugees had swept the lot,
using palm branches as brooms. The
altar consisted of a sheet of plywood
resting on an old window
air-conditioning unit. More than 100
received communion.

“The Episcopalians were the first
to get involved,” says Aguilar. “Then
the word got around, and the follow-
ing week others began to get in-
volved, too.”

The refugee build-up in the
Brownsville area became an emer-
gency in mid-December, says Folts,

when the Immigration and Natural-
ization Service (INS) district director
ordered all Central Americans seek-
ing political asylum in the U.S. to
remain in the Brownsville district.

At that point, some 2,000 migrants
a week were crossing a 90-mile stretch
of the Rio Grande River. Neither the
INS nor the Texas government was
providing any facilities to care for the
tide of people. In addition, they were
frequently the prey of bandits who
robbed, beat and raped them.

“We found some people living out
in the bush naked,” says Folts.
“They’d been robbed of everything
they had. Others were living in door-
ways around town.”

Folts immediately asked for emer-
gency help and received $2,500 from
Bishop John H. MacNaughton of West
Texas. Through the bishop, he ap-
plied for and received a $10,000 grant
from the Presiding Bishop’s Fund for
World Relief.

With those funds he rented 18
Portapotties for refugee use and at
the request of the Red Cross bought

Please turn to page 32 (back page)
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Gifts are for giving
. . .and for receiving

by Edmond L. Browning

During Lent I thought a great deal about gifts. As Ilook
back over these past weeks, I can trace why my thoughts
have turned so often in this direction.

Just before Lent began, Patti and I received a gift of
incomparable value. Our oldest son, Mark, and his wife,
Ella, had their first child. He is named Zachary Edmond,
another redheaded Browning! He is our second grand-
child and a gift to his parents, to his grandparents and to
all our family.

As soon as we received news of his birth, Patti went to
Hawaii where three of our five children still live. I was
unable to go, and she brought back many pictures to
share, one of which I particularly treasure as a gift to me.
It was taken as soon as she arrived. She had done what
any grandmother would do at such a time—that is, she
went right to this tiny, soft newborn, infinitely precious,
and held him in her arms for the first time. The look on
her face said it all for me.

The Saturday after Ash Wednesday I was in Boston to
consecrate Barbara C. Harris to be suffragan bishop of
Massachusetts. The concept of gifts was very much on
my mind that Saturday morning in the auditorium packed
with more than 8,000 worshipers. I have spoken much
recently of the gifts of ordained women in the church.
What a particularly joyful living out of that understand-
ing was the consecration of the first woman elected
bishop!

Lifted up that day in a way in which T have not been
privileged to see before was a sense of the gifts the black
community has given the Episcopal Church. The music
was a joyous expression of some of those gifts. When the
choir sang “Sweet, sweet Spirit,”” I knew I had never
heard it sung that way before.

There’s a stveet, sweet Spirit in this place
and I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord.
There are sweet expressions on each face

and I know they feel the presence of the Lord.

And so we did.

The month’s end found me in Fort Worth, Texas, for
the meeting of Executive Council. As Executive Council is
charged with doing the business of the church between
General Conventions, it has an enormous task. I leave
these meetings three times each year with a humbling

INSIJE this M@nth

sense of gratitude to the 40 Executive Council members
who offer to their church and their Lord the magnificent
gifts of their dedication, patience, good sense and hard
work. You should know they go about their ministry with
tremendous competence and genuine good spirit.

I experienced and valued other gifts while in Fort
Worth, including attendance at the council meeting of
people from the diocese who came and sat in the gallery
to be with us. I had several opportunities to hear some-
thing of their ministries. Another musical gift—very
different from “Sweet, sweet Spirit”—of marvelous An-
glican chant at a service of Evensong at All Saints’
Cathedral brought back floods of memories of other
services. The time in Texas, and the informal meetings
and conversations, made it more clear to me than ever
how the Episcopal Church can and must be enriched by
the diversity of gifts I experienced in Boston and Fort
Worth.

In my address to Executive Council, I referred to the
gifts we have from our Anglican tradition and the lessons
we have from our past. I also spoke of a gift of Jesus to the
church: the ministry of hospitality. This gift to us, his
church, carries with it the command that we continue in
that ministry of hospitality to build up communities
where all God’s children are welcomed.

I think the people of this church have heard me say
frequently over the past three years that this is a church
with no outcasts, where all are included. The idea of gifts
is part of that. By that I mean those we might think of as
receivers of gifts—those on the margins of society, those
who are homeless or ill, perhaps those who are in
disagreement with the majority—they are also givers. We
need the gifts of their understandings, in spite of our
differences in opinion or our circumstances of life, per-
haps because of those differences.

My sense of how wonderfully blessed with gifts we
are, from tiny, new grandsons to people who powerfully
disagree with us, has led me, quite naturally, to profound
gratitude. How joyful a thing it is to give thanks to God,
to offer our eucharists! How joyful a thing it is to offer our
gifts to others and to receive their gifts!

Now, as we contemplate God’s greatest gift to us, his
Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, out of our gratitude let us
offer our gifts to one arother, to Christ’s church, and, in
so doing, make our joyful offerings to God.

All blessings of this Easter season to you.

3 Virginia: Blacksmith crafts
P cathedral gate p. 18

Coalition-14: Stretching the
dollar for rural ministry p. 6

New Jersey: Priest affords
sanctuary to Central American
refugees p. 19
The church’s annual check-
up: Pulse rate assessed p.7  Newark: The private life of a
public man p:22
Long Island: First women

priests p. 10

Dockside: In America’s ports
Episcopal chaplains extend an
outstretched hand and open
arms to lonely seafarers from
around the
globe

England: Free speech or blas-
phemy? p. 12

Haiti: Ministry in a nation on

the edge p. 14 p. 16

Presiding Bishop’s Easter Mes-

sage p. 24

son. ... am a man

who has feelings and
Resurrection: A meditation passions.”’
from Bishop Ting p. 25 —Bishop John Shelby

Spong, p. 22

Grieving: It's not the last
word p. 26

Editorial: Clearing the record
on Barbara Harris

CENCERSPREA

WL

Al

QUOTE

“I am also a private per-

““. . .The suffering these
people have known is
so profound we cannot
fathom it.”

—Henry Atkins, p. 19

p. 30

“If the wealthy churches
of America don’t wake
up and keep a sense of
mission before their
members, they will end
up as nice museums.”’
—Bishop William G.
Burrill, p. 5

LTl

Copyright 2024. Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society. Permission required for reuse and publication.



pleju(tlp;

%

Evangelism commission: wrong pew or right pew?

“Oh, oh. I'm in the wrong pew.
This isn’t my cup of tea. I'm a tradi-
tional, Prayer Book Episcopalian,”
said Joan Bray of Avon, Conn., when
she attended the first meeting of the
newly formed Standing Commission
on Evangelism.

That was last fall. The group has
now met for the second time—and
Bray has been elected chairperson.

“We set as our priority ‘to present
Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy
Spirit in such ways as will lead peo-
ple to confess him as Savior and
follow him as Lord in the body of the
church,”” says Bishop Alden
Hathaway of Pittsburgh, a member
of the commission.

Language of that sort was precisely
what made Bray uncomfortable at
first. “But of all the things I've been
involved with in the church—and I'm
over 50 years old, have been an Epis-

copalian all my life and on many
diocesan committees and boards—I'd
say this commission has caused me
to go to my knees and to the Bible
more than anything.”

The commission held its second
meeting in January at Church of St.
Michael and St. George in St. Louis.
“One of the things we’ll do is lift up
special people and programs of evan-
gelism throughout the church,” says
Hathaway, “places where the Great
Commission is being honored and
followed. We schedule our meetings
where such ministries are happening
so we might experience them
firsthand.”

“This won’t just be huge, burgeon-
ing places like St. Michael and St.
George,” adds Bray. “We’ll go to
little places too, any place where Epis-
copalians are doing evangelism. We'll
say, ‘Tell us what you’re doing that

‘Reinvent the human,’
planetary conference told

Leaders from a variety of profes-
sions met at Wainwright House in
Rye, N.Y., on February 21 to hear
futurist Thomas Berry speak on the
ecological crisis facing Planet Earth.
Sponsored by Laurance Rockefeller,
philanthropist and environmentalist,
the conference sought to introduce
the leaders to a spirituality that reaf-
firms the human-earth connection.

Berry, the first Roman Catholic
priest to have been made an honor-
ary canon of the Cathedral of St. John
the Divine in New York City, shocked
leaders from the fields of religion,
business, law, education, health and
habitat by stating that the human
race has become an “inviable species”
and that the only hope for the future
is to “reinvent the human.”

“History is being made now prima-
rily by the events between humans
and the earth,” he said. “We must
judge all our human institutions, pro-
fessions, programs by the extent to
which they inhibit, ignore or foster a
mutually enhancing human-earth
relationship.”

The modern problem of earth pol-
lution, said Berry, is our current view
of the earth. Ancient societies saw
the earth as part of a community to
which they also belonged. By con-
trast, “we have tended to think of the
human species as in some manner
different from the rest of the universe
so that we don’t have a conscious
communion” with the earth. To mod-
ern society, the earth is “something
to be controlled lest it control us.”

Berry stated that unless attitudes
change in the professions, people will
say, ‘“Leave it to the ecologists.” Well,
the ecologists can’t do anything. This
approach has to be integral with the
professional life of society.

“Human economics must be seen
as part of the ecology of the earth
because that’s the great corporation
—and all human corporations are sub-
sidiary to the great corporation.”

Franklin Vilas, Jr., an Episcopal

Thomas Berry

priest who serves as executive direc-
tor of Wainwright House, said the
conference was the first of a series of
discussions that will bring the thought
of Thomas Berry into dialogue with
leaders of a variety of disciplines.

Berry has served as a mentor to
Matthew Fox, recently silenced by
the Vatican for his radical views on
creation. He asserted in his remarks
that the religious institutions have
lost the opportunity to exert leader-
ship in global stewardship because of
their cultural bondage to a patriarchal
society.

On the other hand, Berry pointed
to the fact that over 12,000 environ-
mental groups have sprung up in
recent years in the United States alone
and cited this as a hope that a grass-
roots change in human conscious-
ness is underway.

Implications of this point of view
for each of the sectors represented at
the conference will be pursued in
depth throughout the discussion se-
ries, which is co-sponsored by
Laurance Rockefeller and Wainwright
House.

This article was written from material sup-

plied by Franklin Vilas, Jr.

works,” and then we’ll report what
we find, what is special about these
places.”

These will be places where Jesus
Christ is the center of institutional
and personal life, Bray expects. “I've
been challenged as never before with
really fundamental questions,” she
says. “Is Jesus Christ really the center
of my life? Do I know Christ or just
about Christ? Do I really believe that
he walks with me, helps me make
decisions, that the Holy Spirit em-
powers me to do what I do? Do I
really expect—and want—God and
Jesus to act in my life, or do I think I

can do it by myself?”

Many Episcopalians shy away from
such questions, says Hathaway. “Our
church is often complacent and con-
fused. Our culture assumes it knows
the message of Jesus Christ and then
rejects it as outdated and irrelevant.
We must encourage and build one
another up for this common mission.”

The commission’s next meeting will
be at the Community of Celebration
in Aliquippa, Pa., amid what
Hathaway calls “the industrial de-
spair of the Steel Valley.” The com-
mission will report its findings to the
1991 General Convention.
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HE IS RISEN

“ THE LORD
IS RISEN INDEED!

Easter is the triumph of hope over despair.

Through your generous gifts and support of the Presiding
Bishop’s Fund for World Relief, you brlng hope to people in the
world for whom everyday existence is an exercise in despair.

At this time when our children have Easter egg hunts, other
children scavenge food from garbage cans in fetid slums.

When women walk in Easter parades, other women walk
ten miles a day to gather firewood or to draw water.

These are people who live in despair. They need our caring
compassion. They can be helped through the ministry of the
Presiding Bishop’s Fund for World Relief.

At this time, when we celebrate the Risen Christ, who brings
hope into our lives, let us be instruments of his compassion and
bring hope into the lives of others.

Please give generously to the Presiding Bishop’s Fund for
World Relief so that this ministry of hope can continue.

E a GIVING HOPE AND

THE JOY OF EASTER

Enclosed is my donation for $

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE

Contributions are tax deductible

THE PRESIDING BISHOP’S FUND FOR WORLD RELIEF
815 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10017
The Most Rev. Edmond L. Browning, Presiding Bishop, Chairman
The Rev. Canon Samir J. Habiby, Executive Director

A member of INTERACTION, the American Council for Voluntary International Action,
the Fund qualifies for corporate matching grants. Assistance is provided on a non-sectar-
ian basis, with legitimate need the only criterion.

ZIP
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Need a new church? Why
not build it yourself?

by Harry G. Toland

How do you build a new $1.4 mil-
lion church and parish house with a

bank loan of only $550,000? Well, for *

one, you inspire the congregation to
turn itself into a construction crew.
That’s what happened at St. Mary’s
Church in rural Warwick Township,
37 miles west of Philadelphia, Pa.

‘John F. Maher, Jr., St. Mary’s 36-
year-old rector, says 80 of the parish’s
112 communicant members turned-
to. The volunteer work hours they
put in, he says, had a value of
$400,000.

Charles Stone, 41, a St. Mary’s
member who is a cabinet maker with
contracting experience, saved more
money by acting as the project’s gen-
eral contractor at a reduced fee.
“Smart purchasing” and bidding fur-
ther cut costs, he says. “This was a
spiritually involved congregation,”
says Stone. “They wouldn’t quit.
They had to put in vacation time and
money. Entrepreneurs put their busi-
nesses aside. People worked nights.

“Everybody worked on it. Kids car-
ried out trash and got coffee. Our
people did the bookkeeping and pa-
per work, too.”

Specifically, St. Mary’s people made
and installed the windows and doors;
put in the plumbing, main electric
service, some of the wiring and elec-
tric fixtures; laid the asphalt shingle
roofing, the church’s random-width
oak flooring; installed the pulpit,
chancel seats, big mahogany cross,
the fellowship room’s brick fireplace;
did the painting, outside decking and
steps and landscaping.

That left for paid sub-contractors
the excavation and foundation, fram-
ing, siding, clapboarding, interior
drywall, curbing, parking lot and sep-
tic system.

The parish also realized $180,000
from the sale of its former parish
house-church school building, four
doors away from the old church build-
ing, and a rental residence it owned
across the street from the old church.

St. Mary’s was a mission with av-
erage Sunday attendance of 19 when
Maher, who has become a leader in
church growth in the Diocese of Penn-
sylvania, went there as vicar in 1981.
Attendance now runs 100 to 110, he
says.

Expansion of the 1842 church build-
ing, surrounded by its graveyard, to
accommodate the growth was impos-
sible. Decades earlier, however, to
gain fresh cemetery space, three acres
of land had been bought across the
highway, and ample room was avail-
able for a new church and parish

Education for Ministry

The first year of Education for Min-
istry (EFM), the theological education
extension program, is now available
in a Spanish-language edition pre-
pared under the auspices of the Soci-
ety for Promoting Christian Knowl-
edge. The first mentor training for
these materials occurred in January at
the Episcopal Theological Seminary
of the Southwest in Austin, Texas.

St. Mary’s parishioner Charles Stone
acted as general contractor.

house. -

Maher and the congregation
wanted a connected church and par-
ish house, with a couple of nursery
rooms, six church school classrooms,
a fellowship room, offices and flush
toilets, an amenity missing in the old
church.

When contractors’ bids started com-
ing in for the project, however, it
looked prohibitively expensive. Then
Stone and other members, backed by
Maher, made the do-it-ourselves pitch
to the vestry at a special meeting on
Palm Sunday, 1987. The vestry went
for it.

Ground was broken in June that
year, and the first service was held in
the new church on Advent Sunday,
1988. Suffragan Bishop Franklin D.
Turner recently dedicated the build-
ing.

gome work remains to be done.
Stone is making a spire for the church,
which will be installed this spring
after it is sheathed in copper; other
members are making pews to replace
the church’s present folding, padded
metal chairs.

But all the basics are in place, in-
cluding the centrally placed pulpit
and altar. “I wanted the Word and
sacrament to be central—physically
by placement,” says Maher.

Parish secretary Margaret Shaner
calls the new structure “the building
God built.”

materials in Spanish

About 650 EFM groups now exist
in the United States. The materials,
based on the core curriculum of the
School of Theology at the University
of the South, cover the Bible and the
history of the church.

For more information, contact: The
Rev. Edward de Bary, EFM Field Di-
rector, University of the South,
Sewanee, Tenn. 37375.

Copyright 2024. Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society. Permission required for reuse and publication.
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Even with a large endowment, stewardship is essential

Why would an endowed parish
care about stewardship?

“If the wealthy churches of Amer-
ica don’t wake up and keep a sense of
mission before their members, they
will end up as nice museums eating
up their own endowments to stay
alive,” said Bishop William G. Burrill
of Rochester.

Burrill addressed the fourth annual
gathering of the Consortium of En-
dowed Episcopal Parishes at St. Paul’s
Church, Richmond, Va., early in Feb-
ruary.

Stewardship was widely discussed
by the clergy and lay leaders at the
gathering. John Bishop, rector of
Christ Church, Greenwich, Conn.,

VISN network

triples cable
TV air time

by Richard H. Schmidt

VISN, the faith and values-based
cable television network, expanded
its programming April 3 to 152 hours
each weekday and 18 hours on Sat-

urday, thus tripling its broadcasting .

time.

The network, launched last fall by
20 main-line faith groups including
the Episcopal Church, reaches 18 mil-
lion households.

Jeff Weber is vice-president in
charge of programming for the net-
work and former production chief of
the Nickelodian children’s cable chan-
nel. He spoke enthusiastically about
the programs VISN has acquired:

® Hard Decisions, produced espe-
cially for VISN, will examine ethical
dilemmas in business, law, medicine
and other areas.

® Songs of Praise will feature reli-
gious music from around the world
and unusual locations close to home.

® Family Theater will offer poignant
and often controversial dramas on
family concerns such as faith devel-
opment, personal relationships, self-
esteem, chemical abuse, death of a
loved one and first love.

Other VISN programming will in-
clude documentaries, worship serv-
ices and children’s shows.

Local cable channels are able to
pre-empt several hours of the VISN
schedule each week for locally gener-
ated religious broadcasts.

No program broadcast on VISN,
whether national or local, may ap-
peal for money, proselytize or criti-
cize another faith group. “Our pur-
pose is to give each faith group a
chance to tell its story,” says Daniel
Matthews, chairman of the board and
rector of Trinity Episcopal Church,
New York City.

The decision to offer VISN is made
by each local cable company. Cable
viewers who do not receive VISN
and would like to know how to ap-
proach the management of their local
cable companies may write to VISN,
74 Trinity Place, New York, N.Y.
10006, or call .(212) 602-0738. A com-
plete weekly schedule of VISN pro-
gramming is also available.
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and Larry Lord, a layman from St.
Luke’s, Atlanta, Ga., led a steward-
ship workshop.

“I learned from the workshop that
the hard work of advance planning—
as much as five years in advance—
and year-round planning for steward-
ship is not only worth the effort, but
essential. Following up carefully on
new members is critical, too,” said
David Hegg, rector of St. Peter’s,
Morristown, N.J., and a past presi-
dent of the consortium.

Both Christ Church and St. Luke’s
emphasize tithing. “The concept of
proportionate giving seems to be
out,” Hegg said. “We realize that
proportionate giving can mean any-

thing to anybody. Everybody gives
‘proportionately.” The question is
whether we are giving proportion-
ately in order to reach the tithe.”

Edward L. Salmon, rector of St.
Michael and St. George in St. Louis,
Mo., spoke of that parish’s record of
growth and stressed the need for
programming that meets the needs of
people. When he became rector there,
Salmon persuaded his vestry to bor-
row money to expand staff and pro-
gramming. ‘“We’re paying that money
back now, and we're still adding pro-
grams. If you want to grow, don’t
cancel programs. Expand programs,”

Salmon said.

Senior warden Lewis B. Flinn of St.
Paul’s, Richmond, provided a detailed
case study of the host parish. Many
consortium members saw similarities
to their own parishes.

“I learned what a mistake it is not
to spend an endowment,” one par-
ticipantsaid later. ““I heard how some
St. Paul’s parishioners didn’t support
the parish so long as part of the
endowment income was just enhanc-
ing the endowment itself. They said,
‘Why should I support this if the
people making the decisions won't
even put their full support into it?’
We have the same situation in my
own parish.”

Among Their Many Virtues...

The Episcopal Clergy
Are Excellent
Insurance Risks

That'’s the reason we've been able to develop specially priced
life insurance plans just for them.

Church Life has now available Indeterminate Premium Policies designed and rated specifically for priests and

seminarians of the Episcopal Church.

Indeterminate Premium Policies are a rarity in an age of inflated prices: an old-fashioned, honest-to-goodness
bargain. IPPs have adjustable premiums that permit the policyholder to benefit from any anticipated improvements
in Church Life’s earnings, operating expenses and mortality experience.

The Policyholder Benefits

In a word, the policyholder can become the direct beneficiary of the company’s savings from reduced costs.

For details about this clergy-oriented, money-saving insurance plan, call Joe Ganci or Tony Rossi at toll-free
800-223-6602 (in New York City, 212-661-6700). Or send us the coupon below. Either way, we'll get back to you
by mail with the pertinent facts and figures for you to make an informed decision about this rare bargain.

@ CHURCH

Church Life
Insurance Corporation

800 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10017
212-661-6700
800-223-6602

An Affiliate of
The Church Pension Fund

v g S o0 T SRR C Wi A
AU A S SR A A N e R A

Form 230, 225

Episcopal clergy.

Name

Church Life Insurance Corporation
800 Second Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10017

Please send me a Data Sheet for use in requesting additional
information, by mail, about your new policy plan for the

Address

City State

Zip

Date of birth
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Coalition-14 weathers budget crunch—for this year

by Dick Snyder

Allocating $1.4 million in Episcopal
Church funds produced some strains
among the members of Coalition-14
(C-14) at the group’s annual meeting.
But when the dust had settled, C-14
remained committed to ministry
among American Indians and Alas-
kan natives and had generally satis-
fied the dioceses seeking grants
through the coalition—for this year at
least.

C-14 comprises 16 largely rural,
aided and geographically large west-
ern dioceses—Alaska, Arizona, East-
ern Oregon, Eau Claire, Idaho, Mon-
tana, Navajoland, Nevada, North
Dakota, Northern Michigan, Rio
Grande, San Joaquin, South Dakota,
Utah, Western Kansas and Wyoming.

The annual board meeting was held
February 20-23 at the Franciscan Re-
treat Center in Scottsdale. Ariz. The
board consists of the diocesan bishop
or his representative and two other
representatives from each member
diocese.

The coalition was formed in the
early 1970’s by 14 of the church’s
aided dioceses, then called mission-
ary districts. In addition to being the
vehicle to distribute a block grant
from the Episcopal Church, the coa-
lition also sought to develop new
forms of ministry, especially among
Indians.

Prior to the coalition, each mission-
ary bishop traveled to New York City
individually, and the one with “the

best pocketful of stories about the
wild west came back with a pocketful
of money,” recalled Bishop George
Masuda, retired bishop of North Da-
kota and C-14’s first president.

Those attending last year’s board
meeting revised the group’s goals
and bylaws to reflect the changing
nature of the coalition.

Most of the church’s ministry
among American Indians and Alas-
kan natives is conducted in C-14 dio-

FEEEB0ENERNERS x

ceses: South Dakota, North Dakota,
Navajoland and Alaska. Together,
these dioceses received almost 80 per-
cent of the $1.4 million in church
funds allocated to the coalition.
Total requests for funds from the
dioceses already receiving grants was
$1,469,554. Charles Bailly of North
Dakota, head of the budget and re-
view committee, noted that amount
was around $55,000 more than the
amount available from the church.

AT

Executive Council member Phil Allen and native American ministries staff officer Owanah

Anderson at Coalition-14 meeting.

In addition, three new requests to-
taled $92,000. Those were for a clus-
ter ministry program in Montana, a
Hispanic and Asian ministry program
in San Joaquin, and a regional minis-
try program in Western Kansas.

Bailly said the requests were “well
documented” and “exciting new mis-
sionary thrusts” but could not be
funded because of the lack of funds.

Priscilla Bell of Montana asked dur-
ing the budget hearing how the coa-
lition plans to fund next year’s budg-
et since “you can’t meet your budget
now.”

Next year’s budget will be affected
by additional costs in North Dakota
and Navajoland, both of which are
without bishops now but plan to elect
bishops this year and will need funds
for their salaries. Coalition members
agreed to be aggressive in seeking
additional funding from the church.

Bishop Craig Anderson of South
Dakota, who had requested $600,000
and was cut back to $564,000, said
the cut in his budget was “critical”’
and asked that funds be restored. He
noted that when he began his episco-
pal duties in South Dakota, he devel-
oped a five-year plan which the coa-
lition approved. This would be the
final year of the plan, which calls for
restoring several of the clergy posi-
tions which had been eliminated in
previous years.

Bishop Ci Jones of Montana noted
that South Dakota’s problems with
deficit spending in previous years
have been dealt with.

He added that the coalition will
have to rethink its basic policy of
developing financially independent
dioceses since that concept “is dead
wrong” in light of increasing requests
for aid each year.

The budget crunch was relieved in
part through a grant to the coalition
from the Diocese of Utah. Bishop
George Bates, noting that Utah was
formerly an aided diocese, pledged
$50,000 annually for each of the next
three years.

In addition, Bishop William
Wantland of Eau Claire said his dio-
cese has established a $100,000 trust
fund and that interest from it will be
available through a grant program for
C-14 dioceses.

Dick Snyder is a free-lance writer living in
Winnemucca, Nev.
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After careful research and planning, we
installed a 64 unit Armento Columbarium.
We were pleased that within four months,
29 niches had been claimed. Much of this
positive response was due to the education
and preparation of the congregation.

The expert craftsmanship and the rich
beauty of the bronze combine to enhance
the north entrance into our nave. This is
especially important since the installation is
part of the fabric of our baptismal area.
We truly act out what we believe - that we
are baptized into the death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ.

We have the capacity to expand to 240
niches and intend to proceed as soon as the
need indicates.

The Reverend Joseph DiRaddo, Rector

Copyright 2024. Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society. Permission required for reuse and publication.

Modified arrangement of Niches by architect
1st Phase, 64 niches, Grapevine Design

Special thanks are due for
the success of this colum-
barium ministry to the
untiring efforts of

Joyce M. Griffin

and for the fine architec-
tural designs by

Kenneth Martin Graves

ARM

Architect The Reverend
Chairman, Columbarium Joseph DiRaddo
Committee. Rector

St. Luke’s Episcopal
San Antonio, Texas

1011 Military Rd.
EE‘HO. P. O. Box 39
iturgical Buffalo, NY 14217
Arlls  Phone:716/875-2423

FAX:1-716/875-8011

Write or FAX for FREE Kit of Information
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State of the Church: Reports reveal surprises

by Roswell O. Moore

Several years ago while on a ski
trip to Sun Valley I broke my ankle.
When I was brought into the Mollie
Scott Clinic, a nurse first took my
temperature, pulse and blood pres-
sure. Then a doctor examined my
ankle and ordered an X-ray of my
whole leg. Within an hour I was in a
full leg cast, from toes to hip, sup-
plied with a pair of crutches and on
my way.

None of the data the clinic gath-
ered mended my broken ankle, but
all of it was useful in providing an
accurate picture of my condition and
of what could appropriately be done
for me.

For 30 years as a parish priest I
filled out the annual parochial report
forms to the best of my ability, al-
ways wondering what earthly use
there was for all that information. As
a member for the past six years of the
Committee on the State of the Church,
which shares with Executive Council
responsibility for the reports and their
interpretation, I've begun to see their
usefulness in providing a picture, a
profile of the church as it really is and
an indication from past trends of the
directions it may go. Statistics are not
the beating heart, the life of the
church, but they do provide a realis-
tic way of assessing our present con-
dition as we plan for the future.

Because of delays in filingand proc-
essing the parochial reports, the most
recent picture now available comes
from the end of 1987. It’s a lean body
which appears before us, having de-
clined in baptized membership 11.6
percent since 1980. But I must point
out that the category of “baptized

Percentage of members who worship
regularly and giving per household are at
all-time highs. But the Episcopal Church’s
‘market share’ of the population has
shrunk. Church is healthiest in southeast.

membership”” was changed in 1986 to
include only those recorded as “ac-
tive in the congregation.” With no
further definition of “active,” the tally
in each congregation was left to sub-
jective assessment. The pessimists
who use these figures to predict the
decline and fall of the Episcopal
Church have failed to notice the
changed scale on which it is being
weighed.

Some measures of health give a
more encouraging picture. Almost 45
percent of the church’s membership
attended worship on the average of
four key Sundays, the highest re-
corded percentage ever. We have 27
pledging units per 100 members,
again a high point. Giving for the
church’s work has risen considerably
faster than inflation to $9.78 per
household per week.

This lean, healthy body is, how-
ever, less and less easily seen in the
general population growing up so
rapidly around it. In 1960, Episcopa-
lians were 1.9 percent of America’s
people; in 1980 they made up 1.4
percent and by 1987 were only 1.02
percent. The greatest decline in “mar-
ket share”” occurred in the northeast-
ern part of the country, traditionally
the church’s stronghold. Only in the

southeast and southwest has the
church come anywhere near holding
its own with the overall population
increase.

The most intriguing story lying hid-
den behind the 1987 statistics has to
be in Province IV, the southeastern
United States. Almost one in five
Episcopalians now lives there, and it
is one of only two provinces whose
membership increased that year. It
has the highest population of Sunday
attendance and pledging units as well
as the largest number of church school
pupils and the largest proportion of
students to total membership. These
are “readings” which include health
and vitality. They may lead us to ask,
“What is really happening in that
part of the body?”

For all its talk about evangelism,
the actual performance of the Episco-
pal Church gives little encourage-
ment. Adult baptisms, which are the
only statistical indication available of
new commitment to faith in Jesus
Christ, peaked in 1980, both in total
numbers and in proportion to mem-
bership. They have steadily declined
ever since. Why should more than
300 Episcopalians be needed to bring
one person to baptism?

Our church does somewhat better

as a kind of “graduate school of reli-
gion” for those whose Christian faith
has been formed elsewhere. The num-
ber of adults confirmed and received,
most from other churches, has con-
tinued to increase steadily—in 1987,
12 per 1,000 members compared with
three adults baptized per 1,000.

Particularly interesting to me on
the west coast, where we have a
much  higher  proportion  of
unchurched people and of those com-
ing from non-Christian overseas cul-
tures, is the significantly higher pro-
portion of adult baptisms in Province
VIII—4.8 per 1,000 members in con-
trast to 3.0 nationally. Does evangel-
istic work take different forms in the
varying sub-cultures of our country?
What are we doing locally to experi-
ment with the appropriate forms of
evangelistic activity among those of
our own community?

Though they provide only one sort
of profile for the condition of the
Episcopal Church and not the whole
story, the data from the parochial
reports must be looked at seriously
and realistically in our planning for
the future. They do not support ei-
ther the rosy hopes of those who
would like to think we are doing just
fine as we are, thank you, or the
gloomy fears of those who see us
going to hell in a handbasket.

Like the doctor in the clinic, we
must take into consideration the
clearest, most realistic description of
our actual condition as we seek to
equip this body for the tasks which
lie ahead of it.

Roswell O. Moore, a priest of the Diocese
of California, is a member of Executive
Council and of the Committee on the State
of the Church.

from
ST. MARK'’S PRESS
1 A LECTOR’S GUIDE
TO THE EPISCOPAL
EUCHARISTIC LECTIONARY

Recognizing that the performances of |
the Liturgy of the Word is an area of our
public worship in need of attention, and
that no Lector or Lay Reader can be
effective without preparation, A Lector’s
Guide is designed to assist in understand-
ing the Propers, containing an outline of
the general sense of the passages of
Cycles A, B and C for the Sunday Read-
ings along with suggestions for present-
ing the text. While designed by author
Frank Mulligan from lohg experience in
helping people deliver the Word with
maximum effectiveness, A Lector’s Guide
is also indispensable for Bible Study and
adult education programs.

It makes a perfect companion to the
Episcopal Eucharistic Lectionary, now in
its 7th printing and found in more than
1000 parishes across the U.S. Available
in both RSV and NEW ENGLISH edi-
tions, the Lectionary contains the words
of the Gospel, Epistle, Lessons and Col-
lects for years A, B and C in ONE
compact and easy to use volume.
ORDER BOTH TODAY.

Perfect-bound A Lector’s Guide only
$12.00
Perfect-bound Lectionary only $12.00
Spiral-bound Lectionary only $14.00
(A shipping/handling charge will be
added to your order.)
ity Discounts Available
For information, or to place your order call
TOLL FREE 1-800-365-0439
VISA/MASTERCARD accepted
ST. MARKS PRESS
2040 Westridge Drive
Wichita, KS 67203

Ending

The Hurt...

You can’t handle him anymore. He's getting into
trouble at school and on the street. He hurts, you
hurt. The anger you feel is as bad as the pain. You
have a sense of guilt, too, even though you
brought your son up right. Now the trouble he
gets into is his. You hope he'll turn around,
straighten up. But you know just wishing for the
best isn't the answer.

He may have a psychological problem known as
Conduct Disorder. It can tear lives and families
apart. At St. Francis, we put them back together.
We specialize in treating conduct-disordered
teenage boys, and we've been doing it successfully
for over forty years. Our three residential treat-
ment centers combine intensive psychological
counseling and psychiatric therapy with a Chris-
tian, home-like setting, “mainstream” schooling,
and community activities. We work closely with
parents and doctors . . . to end the hurt.

We Bring Families Together Again . . . Sharing
your concern about a troubled boy you know is
one way to help us rebuild a shattered life and
reunite a family. Another is by sending a tax-
deductible contribution so that we can continue
to treat those who need our help most . . .
without regard to family resources.

To end the hurt, write or call:

The Rev. Canon N. Kenneth Yates

St. Francis Homes, Inc.

National Office ® 509 East Elm

PO. Box 1340 e Salina, Kansas 67402-1340
Phone Toll Free 800-423-1342.

In New York, Call 800-822-4363.

In Kansas, Dial 913-825-0541 Collect.

JCAHO Accredited ®* CHAMPUS Certified ® Financial Assistance Available

THE
ST. FRANCIS

HOMES

EPISCOPAL

© 1988H St. Francis Homes 239
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by Sarah T. Moore

January 28 was a day of colorful
celebration at St. Elizabeth’s Church,
Whiterocks, Utah, thanks to joint ef--
forts of the United Thank Offering
and the Diocese of Utah.

The church, which has maintained
an Episcopal presence for 84 years on
the Uintah and Ouray Indian Reser-
vation on the Utah-Colorado border
200 miles east of Salt Lake City, was
remodeled over the past six months
with a $25,000 UTO grant and a
matching amount from the diocese.

St. Elizabeth’s fell into disrepair
more than 30 years ago. A commu-
nity effort in this town of approxi-
mately 250 native Americans has
transformed a “flapping shingled”
structure to a crisp, functional house
of worship.

“I have never seen such a dramatic
change in such a short time,” said
Peter Maupin, the interim priest serv-
ing St. Elizabeth’s and the sister
Church of the Holy Spirit at Randlett.

Under sun-drenched blue skies
with the snow-covered Uintah moun-
tains as a backdrop, red-skirted aco-
lytes led vested clergy and laity to the
sparkling white, blue-roofed church.

“This symbolizes your search for

UTO grant assists Ute
Indian church revival

St. Elizabeth’s Church, Whiterocks, Utah

God, our common search. . .for love
for each other, for justice and for a
common place in community,” said
Bishop George E. Bates at the church’s
rededication service. “This is holy
ground where we can pray, sing,
rejoice, receive the sacrament of his
body and blood.”

About 100 worshipers joined Ute
Episcopalians in celebrating the

The need to spread the Good News is so very great
today, and the American Bible Society can help you
meet that need . . . inexpensively and with a variety
of Bible versions to suit your specific requirements.
Whether you buy one Bible to give to one person for
personal use or a large quantity for community
sharing programs, classroom use or presentations,
these faithful translations—at $1.50 each—will
enable you to bring God's love to everyone.

1. Good News Bible. Today's English Version. A full-size
edition for evangelical outreach and distribution. This
popular, easy-to-understand Bible for modern readers has
section headings, Bible-book introductions and outlines,
cross references, word list, footnotes and maps. Paper-
bound. (5% X 8 in.)

Order No. 00599

2. Holy Bible. King James Version. This cherished Bible

available inexpensively in verse-style text and easy-to-read
type, with descriptive section headings and a helpful list of
words that have changed in meaning. Paperbound. (5%
X 8in.)

Order No. 00281

3. Holy Bible. Revised Standard Version. Beloved for its
clarity and accuracy of translation, this NEW low-cost
edition makes the Word of God come alive in private
devotions and study or public worship. Paragraph style,
pronunciation helps for difficult proper names, footnotes,
cross references and maps. Paperbound. (5% X 8 in.)
OrdersNo: 00495 750 L SR s i $1.50

4. Holy Bible. New King James Version. This edition
replaces obsolete words to make understanding easier,
while retaining the KJV's beautiful and majestic style. At
this low price, you can purchase in quantity for all your
programs. Presented in verse style, the New K]V includes
section headings. Paperbound. (5% X 7% in.)

has been a “close member of the family” for ages. Nowitis ~ Order No. 00713 .................... $1.50
Name Order No. | Quantity Item Price | Total
Street 00599 Good News Bible | $1.50
Gty Stae Zip zzx Holy Bible, KIV | $1.50
Holy Bible, RSV | $1.50
Enclosed [ check [ money order ms H°"m;: :1 =
. Amountenclosed §____ . oA o B R

Handling Fees: $.01-§9.99 add § .50 CREDIT CARD ORDERS. For faster service, call *Handling Fee
$10.00-$19.99 add $1.00  1-800-543-8000, and charge your order to your Sales Tax (CA Only)
$20.00 and over add $1.95 MasterCard or Visa. Minimum credit card order: My Gift for World Outreach
$20.00. All orders are subject to $1.95 handling fee. GRAND TOTAL

Prices of all items apply only in the USA and are subject to change without notice. NO3235

Mail to: American Bible Society, PO. Box 5674, Grand Central Station, New York, NY 10163
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“miracle” of rebirth of the spiritual
center of the Whiterocks Episcopal
community. The congregation of vis-
itors and residents included people
with ties old and new to the church.

Henry Wopsock, 82, “grandfather”
of his people, read the epistle in the
Ute language. Baptized at St.
Elizabeth’s in 1924, Wopsock has lived
in Whiterocks most of his life. A
community nurse, standing in the
narthex, commented that she had
delivered many of the children in the
congregation. Brother Burnell Ham-
mons, Pentecostal minister on the
reservation, was introduced as the
local contractor who worked on the
remodeling.

“We want to thank all people for
what they are doing for each other,”
said Quentin Kolb, director of the
Bishop’s Council on American Indian
Ministries and a member of the Ute
Indian tribe. He grew up in the Uintah
Basin and attended St. Elizabeth’s as
a youngster. He has overseen the
rejuvenation of St. Elizabeth’s minis-

tl'X’The Church of the Holy Spirit and
St. Elizabeth’s are the spiritual meet-
ing grounds of all people who live
here in the Uintah Basin,” he said.
Consequently, the diocese is seeking
to place a team ministry of priests
and social worker to serve Episcopa-
lians in the area.

Sarah T. Moore is editor of Utah’s Diocesan
Dialogue.

Church basement
is ‘life saver’

for Red Cross

When Bill Larson, a regional direc-
tor of disaster services for the Red
Cross, came to Frankfort, Ky., to set
up a flood relief operation in Febru-
ary, he found a couple of hundred
people milling around the local chap-
ter headquarters.

A bigger service center clearly was
needed immediately. Larson, a mem-
ber of Calvary Episcopal Church in
Memphis, Tenn., looked out the win-
dow, spotted the Episcopal Church
of the Ascension across the street and
made a phone call. He reached Peggy
Conway, church secretary, whose
husband Joseph is Ascension’s senior
warden.

The result was the Red Cross set
up its disaster service center in the
basement church school quarters of
Ascension’s parish house and used it
for weeks. By March 6, 439 families
had been helped out of the center.

“It's been a life saver,” said Pat
Blackburn, local chapter executive.

The Red Cross also has been using
the church’s kitchen for a canteen
from which it served coffee and meals
to flood victims visiting the center for
help and to Red Cross volunteers.

Peggy Conway said a dozen Ascen-
sion families had to leave their homes
when the Kentucky River overflowed.

Midwest link to Nigeria
shows signs of age

by Betsy Rogers

When bishops and delegates to the
annual synod of Province V, the Prov-
ince of the Midwest, gather in
Glenview, Ill., April 3 and 4, the
future of the province’s relationship
with the Church in the Province of
Nigeria will be widely debated.

The unique provincial-level rela-
tionship, the only one in Anglicanism,
is expected to continue for at least
another two years, but it is showing
signs of age and may come to an end
in 1991.

At a meeting in St. Louis in Janu-
ary, the Province V Companions in
Mission Task Force, representing
eight of the province’s 14 dioceses,
assessed the status of the provincial
relationship and passed a motion rec-
ommending thatit continue until 1991
when results are expected from an
evaluation of the relationship.

While individual dioceses may con-
tinue their links with one or more
Nigerian dioceses, at the diocesan
level the Nigerian connection seems
weaker. At least two dioceses, Chi-
cago and Northern Michigan, have
brought relationships with Nigerian
dioceses to an end, and others are
considering doing so within two
years.

The provincial link dates from 1978
when Samuel Van Culin, then exec-
utive for national and world missions
for the Episcopal Church, proposed it
to midwestern bishops and then took
the proposal to Nigerian bishops at
the Lambeth Conference the same
year. It has been since then a means
of supporting individual dioceses as
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they sought to grow in their own
companionship links and a basis for
unique contact between Nigerians
and Americans.

In June, 1988, for instance, Janet
Lewis of the Diocese of Indianapolis
and William Wood of Michigan at-
tended the institution of Joseph
Adetiloye as the new archbishop of
Nigeria. They were the only non-
Nigerians at the service.

Young people from the province
also traveled to Nigeria in 1986. Ac-
cording to Wood, the youths were
warmly received by the Nigerians,
who said, “You are sending us some-
thing of real value—your children.”

Many diocesan-level exchanges
have also occurred, Americans trav-
eling to Nigeria and Nigerians com-
ing to this country. These trips were
learning experiences for all involved.
The Nigerians’ evangelistic enterprise
and commitment to prayer were hum-
bling and instructive for many Amer-
ican visitors; the Americans’ open-
ness and willingness to share the
problems as well as the joys of church
life here impressed the Nigerians.

The rapid growth of the church in
Nigeria, from 16 dioceses in 1978 to
26 now, imposes additional strains
on the provincial link. The new dio-
ceses all seek companionships, but
many midwestern dioceses are un-
able to assume additional relation-
ships. As more and more companion-
ships are established outside the
Province V-Nigeria umbrella, the
provincial-level ties weaken.

Betsy Rogers is a free-lance writer and
editor of The Springfield Current.



March 27-30
11th National Workshop on Christian-Jewish
Relations, Omni Hotel, Charleston, S.C.
Contact: South Carolina Christian Actions
Council, Box 3663, Columbia, S.C. 29230.
April 7-8

Visitors’ Weekend, Episcopal Theological
Seminary of the Southwest, Austin, Texas.
Contact: Jan Wallace, ETSS-W, Box 2247,
Austin, Texas 78768, or (512) 472-4133.
April 17-20

National Workshop on Christian Unity, Hyatt
Regency Hotel, Indianapolis, Ind. Contact:
Indiana Council of Churches, 1100 W. 42nd
St., Indianapolis, Ind. 46208, or (317)
923-3674.

April 17-20

Episcopal Communicators Annual Confer-
ence, Fort Magruder Inn, Williamsburg, Va.
Contact: Ruth Nicastro, Episcopal Commu-
nicators, Box 2164, Los Angeles, Calif.
99051, or (213) 482-2040.

April 25

St. Mark the Evangelist

April 3-May 7

Days of Remembrance (May 2: Yom
Hashoah, or Holocaust Remembrance Day).
Contact: U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council,
2000 “L” St. NW, Suite 588, Washington,
D.C. 20036, or (202) 653-9219.

May 1

St. Philip and St. James, Apostles

May 1-2

Episcopal Healing Ministry Foundation Con-
ference, Convent of the Transfiguration,
Glendale, Ohio. Contact: EHMH, Box
42120, Cincinnati, Ohio.

May 4

Ascension Day

May 14

Pentecost

May 14-19

Journey into Wholeness, Epworth-by-the-
Sea Conference Center, St. Simon’s Island,
Ga. Exploration of Jungian psychology for
the Christian pilgrimage. Contact: Jim,
Annette, or Sid Cullipher, Box 25759,
Greenville, S.C. 29616, or (803) 268-3947.
May 21-25

Encuentro, Trinity University, San Antonio,
Texas. Sponsored by World Council of
Churches Commission on World Mission
and Evangelism. Contact: Wayne Schwab,
Evangelism Officer, Episcopal Church Cen-
ter, 815 Second Ave., New York, N.Y. 10017.
May 31

Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

June 9-11

19th Annual Faith Alive National Confer-
ence, Kanuga Conference Center,
Hendersonville, N.C. Contact: Faith Alive,
Box 1987, York, Pa. 17405.

June 11

St. Barnabas the Apostle

June 12-16

Executive Council, Westin-William Penn
Hotel, Pittsburgh, Pa.

June 12-16

Association of Anglican Musicians Annual
Conference, Loyola University, Chicago, Ill.
Contact: William A. Bottom, 9228 Oak
Park Ave., Morton Grove, Ill. 60053.
June 15-17 \

Anglican Fellowship of Prayer International
Conference, Chatham College, Pittsburgh,
Pa. Contact: Marie Woods, Holy Cross
Church, 7507 Kelly St., Pittsburgh, Pa.
15208, or (412) 242-3209.

june 23

Festival of Healing, Order of St. Luke An-
nual Conference, Cathedral of Sts. Peter and
Paul, Washington, D.C. Contact: Rusty Rae,
Sharing Magazine, 8440 136th St., Renton,
Wash. 98056, or (206) 277-0502.

June 23-25

Called to the Academic Life, Kenyon Col-
lege, Gambier, Ohio. Contact: Sam Portaro,
Jr., Brent House, 5540 S. Woodlawn Ave.,
Chicago, Ill. 60637, or (312) 947-8744.-
June 24

Nativity of St. John the Baptist

june 29

St. Peter and St. Paul, Apostles

Kan

AN
EPISCOPAL
CENTER

Postal Drawer 250
Hendersonville, NC 28793
704/692-9136

Conferences
Since 1928 Kanuga has challenged Episcopalians to think, to

question, to pray, to seek and express God in this broken
world.

Today Kanuga continues to present speakers of renown and
conferences of distinction. Christians from across the country
find answers, opportunities, and tangible knowledge directly
related to life in the '80s and beyond.

We invite you to join us for the conference of your choice.
Plan to bring the family, for there are special rates for spouses
and youngsters. We also offer team discounts for conferences,
and a reasonable stayover package is available for those
wishing to use Kanuga as homebase for visiting area attractions
after a conference ends.

Guest Periods

Located in the scenic Blue Ridge Mountains, Kanuga has
always drawn families and friends for relaxation and
fellowship. Renewal -- so important in our busy lives today --
comes easily at Kanuga.

A quiet stroll by the 30-acre lake...a majestic view from your
own mountaintop...worship at the wooded St. Francis Chapel
or in the historic pine-paneled indoor chapel...screened porches
and calico curtains in our cottages...balcony views in the
inn...fine food and good friends. Kanuga is this and more dur-
ing guest periods in each season of the year.

Planned activities for youngsters allow parents time alone,
time together. Arts and crafts classes, evening entertainment,
and yet plenty of time to do nothing. A chaplain is always in
residence.

Choose your favorite vacation time and reserve space for
your party now.

Facilities for Your Meeting

Perhaps you are searching for a special place to hold a
business meeting, a training session, a retreat, or your own
conference. Do keep Kanuga in mind.

There are 52 buildings on our 1,200 wooded acres, all
designed for making your group’s session most enjoyable. Our
staff is well trained in hosting an effective, pleasant gathering.

Contact Ray West or Carol Black for more information about
booking your next meeting at Kanuga. We'll be happy to have
you.

i

1989 Schedule

® Connecting Sunday AND Monday: Exploring the Ethics of
American Corporate and Public Life (made possible by the
Bowen Endowment), February 22-24

® Conference for Large, Multi-Staff Churches, April 3-6

e Women'’s Conference: Dimensions of Commitment, June 4-7

® Junior Young People’s Conference (for grades 7-9), June 11-16

® Senior Young People’s Conference (for grades 10-12), June
11-16

® Conference for Adults Who Work With Youth, June 11-16

® Bible Symposium (with the Rev. Elizabeth Canham, the Rev.
Everett “Terry’’ Fullam, and Dr. Walter Harrelson), June
18-23

® Ron DelBene Conference: Praying With the Sick and Dying,
June 18-23

® Church Arts Conference, June 18-23

® Christian Education Conference (with Dr. James W. Fowler),
June 25-30

® Christianity and Literature. ““C.S. Lewis: His Journey and
Ours,”’ June 25-30

e Family Life Conference, July 2-7

o Spirituality Conference, July 2-7

e Stewardship Conference, July 2-7

® Renewal Conference, July 9-14

® Young Episcopalians Meet the English Church. A tour to
England for ages 14-17, July 11-28

® Conference for Resource Librarians and Archivists, October
811

e Winterlight XIV Youth Conference (for grades 9-12),
December 27-January 1, 1990

® Vestry Leadership Conference, January 12-14, 1990

Conferences

Guest Periods

® Easter at Kanuga, March 21-27

® Summer Guest Period, July 15-September 2
® See the Leaves, October 15-22

® Thanksgiving at Kanuga, November 21-26
® Christmas at Kanuga, December 21-26

Camps

® Camp Kanuga for Boys and Girls (5 sessions),
June 10-August 19

® The Wildlife Camp of the National Wildlife Federation
(4 sessions), June 18-August 19

) e - =1

B8

Name

Address

City

State Zip

Please send me more information on these events: '

[J Send me a free 1989 information booklet.
[ Tell me more about hosting a meeting at Kanuga.
Mail to Kanuga, Dept. E,
Postal Drawer 250, Hendersonville, NC 28793
704/692-9136
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Long Island’s women priests: Patience paid off

by Elizabeth Eisenstadt

“It was a miracle of cooperation,”
says Anne Lyndal of the service in
which she and two other women
were ordained priest February 18. “It
was exactly what we planned and
beyond what we hoped for.”

Ordained a deacon in 1979, Lyndal
has waited more than nine years to
become a priest in the Diocese of
Long Island. Colleague Noreen
Mooney was ordained deacon in 1983;
Janet Campbell, the third ordinand,
became a deacon in 1988. Orris
Walker, Jr., bishop coadjutor of Long
Island, ordained the women.

Walker, elected in 1987, favors the
ordination of women to the priest-
hood; diocesan Bishop Robert Witcher
does not. In November of last year
Witcher turned over jurisdiction of
the ordination process to Walker, thus
paving the way for the women'’s or-
dinations.

In 1984 Lyndal asked Witcher if he
would use his sabbatical to consider
the question of women in the priest-
hood. When he returned, according
to Lyndal, he said he was unable to
resolve his doubts.

“I support the apostolic ministry of
bishops, priests and deacons as the
church catholic received it from our
Lord and affirmed it for every gener-
ation until our own,”” Witcher said in
the letter he sent diocesan clergy in
February. “There has never been a
question for me of the validity of
women’s ministries for I have been

Jim Mooney

ministered to by women for all of my
life, including spiritual direction.”
Then Lyndal and Mooney began a
canonical tug-of-war with the dioce-
san standing committee which was to
last until 1987. Before a priest or a

New priests at first press conference. From left: Noreen Mooney, Anne Lyndal, Janet

deacon can be ordained, he or she
must have a testimonial from the
standing committee which says there
is “no reason to suppose the exist-
ence of any sufficient obstacle, phys-
ical, mental, moral or spiritual,” to

Campbell.

Differences don’t deter deacons

Strong calls for the church to sup-
port its deacons and other diaconal
ministers and to value their ministry
came from an ecumenical consulta-
tion in Irving, Texas, in December,
1988. The theme of the consultation
was “Deacons in Service: Human
Needs Shaping Ministry.”

Six Episcopalians—five deacons
and a priest—were among the 36
participants from 10 denominations
who attended the two-day meeting
sponsored by the National Council of
Churches.

The consultation noted the wide
variety of forms in which the
diaconate exists in the church. The
word used to describe the action in-
volved in becoming a deacon also
differs from tradition to tradition.
Some are endorsed for diaconal serv-

ice in one congregation for a limited
time; others hold office for life and
are recognized as deacons as they
move from one congregation to an-
other.

Despite such differences, however,
participants indentified elements
common to the various manifesta-
tions of the diaconate: At least in
theory it generally exemplifies and
enables various forms of “servant
ministry” with an emphasis on social
service and justice. Participants cited
the importance of linking such min-
istry with the regular worship life of
congregations.

The meeting’s agenda included vis-
its to sites of diaconal ministry in the
Dallas-Fort Worth area, including con-
gregations, shelters, hospitals, jails,
food banks and ministry coalitions.

Mauney named deputy for Anglican relations

Patrick Mauney has been appointed
the presiding bishop’s deputy for An-
glican Relations, filling the post left
vacant by the resignation of Charles
Cesaretti.

Mauney, who has been deputy to
the executive for world mission and
partnership officer for Asia and the
Pacific since 1987, will assist the pre-
siding bishop in his role as leader of
the Episcopal Church and as a pri-
mate in the Anglican Communion. In
addition to serving as a link between
the presiding bishop’s office and var-
ious Episcopal Church bodies and
groups, Mauney will assist and ad-
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vise Browning as he shapes the
church’s response to the Christian
community and to the national and
international alliances to which the
church is committed.

Mauney, 46, joined the Episcopal
Church Center staff in 1982 after five
years as a missionary pastor and sem-
inary professor in Sao Paulo, Brazil.
As coordinator for overseas mission
from 1982-1987, he was responsible
for missionary appointments and sup-
port, supervision of the Volunteers
for Mission program and oversight of
the Continuing Education and Schol-
arship programs.

Lutheran-Episcopal

talks pass milestone

Talks between the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
and the Episcopal Church recently
passed a milestone with the appoint-
ment of a team to outline final steps
necessary for full communion be-
tween the two churches.

“Obviously, before we get to full
communion, we’re going to have to
look at the whole aspect of ministry
and the historic episcope [oversight
in the church],” said Episcopal Bishop
William G. Weinhauer of Western
North Carolina, co-chairman of the
Lutheran-Episcopal Dialogue.

New lay ministry
resource available

Men and women interested in lay
ministry have a new resource to help
them incorporate their spiritual gifts
with their talents, education, train-
ing, interests and experience and to
seek out ministries in the parish or
congregation.

Developed by lay ministry expert
Harry Griffith and produced by Ad-
ventures in Ministry, an organization
which encourages lay ministry in the
church, “Our Reasonable Service”” in-
cludes congregational preparation
and small-group work. A facilitator
helps participants develop an ““action
plan for ministry.”

For information, contact: Dr. Jack
Ousley, Adventures in Ministry, 9753
Quail Hollow Blvd., Pensacola, Fla.
32514.
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that candidate’s fitness for ordination
(Title III, Canon 9, Sec. 8).

“The people on the standing com-
mittee who opposed the ordination
of women as priests were some of the
finest people I ever met,” says Robert
Royce. A standing committee mem-
ber, Royce is also the diocesan chan-
cellor. Opponents simply did not be-
lieve, conscientiously, that women
could be priests, he says. ““We drifted
along until the normal political proc-
ess of the diocese elected people to
the standing committee who could
support women’s ofdination.”

As is his prerogative, Walker de-
cided that all three women would be
ordained together. Since the three
were not well acquainted, it was,
Lyndal says, “important for us to be
open, honest and united in the
enterprise.”

Although she had hoped to be con-
sulted about whether the ordinations
would take place separately or to-
gether, the joint venture was a “much
more powerful event.” Their work
on the service could serve as a model
for collegiality, which Lyndal feels is
sorely needed in the church.

Now that Lyndal, Mooney and
Campbell have set a precedent,
Lyndal hopes other dioceses currently
closed to women priests will follow
suit. Women in some dioceses are in
worse situations, she says. “We have
a bishop [Witcher] who really does
support the ministry of women. He
opened every door but the last one.”
Although their relationship has been
tested, she says she is looking for-
ward to “a good, normal relationship
in communion with both bishops.”

In a letter “to our brothers and
sisters in Christ,” 22 Long Island
clergy expressed their “continuing op-
position to the introduction of these
innovations to the American church
and into our diocese.”

Whether he remains an Episcopa-
lian depends on whether the Episco-
pal Church is willing to tolerate his
lack of ability to accept women's or-
dination, says James Wattley, Long
Island’s canon to the ordinary and
one of the letter’s co-signers. Wattley
says opponents and proponents
might smile and be polite to one
another. It is unlikely, however, that
those who do not favor ordaining
women priests will change their
minds. “As far as [ am concerned, I
cannot recognize the priesthood of
these women. . . .It hurts them, and
it hurts me.”

In his own letter, Witcher assured
traditionalists they will not be re-
quired to violate their consciences.
Then he called on all Long Island
clergy to widen the scope of their
vision. “I pray that none of the an-
guish or joy caused by these changes
will inhibit us from fulfilling the vo-
cations to which God has called us. I
know that in his good time, God will
work it out and show us his will.
Meanwhile, we are called to be
faithful.”

Or, in the words of George Lidback,
senior warden at St. George’s,
Hempstead, “we need to press for-
ward in the love of Christ and not get
hung up on this thing. . . .It's a fait
accompli.”



Connie is a Haven of Grace resident who was expecting her baby late in March. Here she
holds Cartez and Kegen, recently born to other haven residents.

St. Louis parish helps

expectant, homeless mothers

“You can feel the love in that place.
It’s not like all those other shelters.
It’s a real home,” says Lolita Goree of
Haven of Grace, a shelter and train-
ing facility for homeless expectant
women in St. Louis.

Now in its seventh month of oper-
ation on the city’s inner north side,
the haven is run by St. Peter’s Epis-
copal Church in suburban Ladue.

Young women come to Haven of
Grace by referral, says Goree, a social
worker who interviews and screens
potential residents. “We can accept a
girl any time after the beginning of
the, third trimester of her pregnancy,
and mother and baby can remain at
the haven for as long as three months
after delivery.”

The women are kept busy during
their stay at the haven. Located adja-
cent to Grace Hill Settlement House
andConsolidated NeighborhoodServ-
ices, established social service agen-
cies of the Diocese of Missouri, the
haven has ready access to a clinic, job
training and educational programs
on child care and other subjects.

A nutritionist teaches the women
how to plan menus and prepare
meals. They learn where to find so-
cial resources in the St. Louis area—
and how to fill out the forms to apply
for help. Grace Hill’s jobs club assists
the women 'to prepare resumes and
find jobs. Housing advocates help
mothers find subsidized or other in-
expensive housing.

Haven of Grace is located in an old
building which was little more than a
rubble-filled shell a year ago. St.
Peter’s parishioners and others con-
tributed money, furniture, appli-
ances, supplies and 2,000 hours of
volunteer labor to transform the build-
ing into a bright and comfortable
residence including a small apartment
for a resident house mother, a living
room, kitchen and dining area, laun-
dry room and bedrooms to accommo-
date eight mothers and infants.

“Our major obstacle in the begin-
ning was simply to convince our-

selves that we really could do some-
thing like this,” says Sally
Lemkemeier, St. Peter’s parishioner
and president of the haven’s board of
directors. “When the air conditioning
in the church broke down, there was
some thought that we should hold
off on the haven until we had re-
placed the system, but we kept on
moving. It was really a step in faith—
we didn’t know where the money
would come from.”

St. Peter’s raises the haven's
$56,000-a-year  operating budget
through projects within the parish, a
line item in the parish’s budget and
grants from local, diocesan and na-
tional agencies. A $5,000 United
Thank Offering grant helped get the
project off the ground last year.

Members of the haven’s board of
directors take active roles in operat-
ing the facility. One oversees food
buying and coordinates menus. An-
other stocks dry goods, clothing, pa-
per and baby supplies. Other board
members handle public relations,
fund raising and building mainte-
nance.

“I figure about 75 members of our
parish have worked at the haven,
and many more have visited,”
Lemkemeier says. “They have
cleaned, moved furniture, cooked,
sewed, counseled, kept the books,
run the food bank, done carpentry,
hung wallpaper, taken pictures, de-
livered supplies and helped trim the
Christmas tree.

“It's made us aware of what’s go-
ing on in the city around us and
given us all a way to help not just by
sendinga check, but by direct, person-
to-person contact.”

Parishioner and board member
Sandy Knight sees a change in the
parish due to Haven of Grace: “Peo-
ple have volunteered to help with the
haven who hadn’t volunteered for
anything else in the past. And some
new parishioners have joined St.
Peter’s because they said they were
looking for a church with a mission.”

CAUTION: OBJECTS IN
MIRROR ARE CLOSER
THAN THEY APPEAR

Westminster-Canterbury
of Winchester

A LifeCare Retirement Community
Information and Admissions

956 Westminster-Canterbury Dr.
Winchester, Virginia 22601

(703) 665-0156
1-800-492-9463 Toll-free in VA

As you plan, make a list of
your ideal retirement
conditions. If it includes
peace of mind, freedom and
security, you'll be encouraged
to learn that your ideal can
become reality!

Westminster-Canterbury of
Winchester offers these
qualities in a beautiful
setting, with fellowship and

community spirit. Find out Address

how you can make it
happen!

Telephone

New Reflections on the
Cross and Resurrection

STATIONS

The Way of the Cross
Daniel Berrigan
and Margaret Parker

Berrigan’s compassionate poetry and Parker’s
fourteen striking renderings recast the traditional
Stations of the Cross in the context of the plight of
today’s urban homeless.

“Absolutely magnificent. . .

. Jesus’ journey

becomes part of the journey of all the broken,
little people on this planet. It is a revealing and
revelatory work.”—Madeleine L’Engle

Hardcover, $11.95

PASSION FOR PILGRIMAGE
Notes for the Journey Home
Alan Jones

Inspiring meditations on Jesus’ suffering, death,
and resurrection by a leading spiritual writer
invite readers to look at the Christian drama
with new eyes.

”Insightful ... illuminate[s] our human condi-

.. speak[s] of God’s passion for us meeting
our passmn for God. . . . Tells the old, old story
and tells it so well that it seems new and yet famlhar——settmg us on our
pilgrimage home.”—Desmond Tutu, Nobel Laureate

Hardcover, $15.95

At bookstores or call H &R

TOLL FREE 800-638-3030 Eper . SOy
San Francisco

THE EPISCOPALIAN APRIL, 1989 11

Copyright 2024. Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society. Permission required for reuse and publication.




HIGH TEA
11 oz. White Ceramic Mug with
3 color Episcopal Shield

% Bpiscoal e

send 6.95 to: (includes shipping)
Shield Products
350 Burnside Rd.

Monticello, IL 61856
allow 4 weeks for delivery - custom onders available

j ﬂ ENGLISH
\,.\-““f PARISH

&AL o HOLIDAYS

% i e

... an ldea whose time has come!
Spend a week in an English village as
guest of parishioners. All meals are
included. Proceeds benefit the parish.
Enjoy country fairs, gardens, pubs . . .
A real "Meet the People™ opportunity!
Over 40 locations & weeks to choose
from.
Catalogue from:

PARISH HOLIDAYS

North American Office
106 S. Fraley Street, Kane, PA 16735

814/837-9178

Excellence in

opens.

COLLINGTON OFFERS:

Annapolis. MD.

tinue to live a vigorous life.

Name

g ;‘if S ) " = e
The Measure of

Adult Community Living

NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION

COLLINGTON, which will open in 1988. is a non-sectarian
life care community located on 128 acres of beautiful coun-
tryside in Largo, Maryland. The community will provide
residents with a gracious and secure, yet independent, lifestyle.
It offers a wide variety of housing alternatives. Nursing care, if
needed. is included at no extra cost.

Although the 300 apartments and cottages are now reserved.
your position on the waiting lists may mean that you can move
in during the first year or subsequent years after Collington

@® Independent and gracious living
® Physical and emotional security
® Easy access to Washington, D.C., Baltimore, and

COLLINGTON'S services include up to three meals per day
in the dining room, housekeeping, home maintenance, imme-
diate assistance in an emergency, 24-hour security, and shuttle
service to sclected events and places of general interest.

Outdoor recreation at COLLINGTON can include cycling,
walking or birdwatching along woodland trails, canoeing on

the lake, and putting on the practice green. Ample space is
available for gardening. Indoors, areas are provided for wood-
working, creative arts, and exercise. A whirlpool and a 75-foot
heated swimming pool are highlights of the many benefits of the -
Wellness Center. All this and nearby golf courses and racquet
facilities provide the active senior adult with many ways to con-

If you are looking for a gracious and caring atmosphere, with
unique financial alternatives — COLLINGTON is for you!

Yes. Please send me additional information on the living options
at COLLINGTON'S adult community.

Address

City

State Zip.

Phone ( )

SEND TO:

Collington Episcopal Life Care Community, Inc.
10450 Lottsford Road
Mitchellville, Maryland 20716
(301) 731-6040
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English church caught in

middle of Rushdie uproar

by Elizabeth Eisenstadt

American writers and organizations
like the National Writers’ Union have,
by and large, been much quicker to
issue public statements about Salman
Rushdie than have prominent reli-
gious leaders.

While interfaith groups like New
York’s Temple of Understanding have
“rejected all forms and threats of
violence against the author, the book
and the public,” such groups are also
sensitive to the shock waves
Rushdie’s book, The Satanic Verses,
has sent through the Muslim world.

Thus far the protests against the
book have resulted in at least 16
deaths in India and Pakistan. Ayatol-
lah Ruhollah Khomeini and various
Iranian-affiliated groups have called
for Rushdie’s death as a heretic and
offered millions of dollars in bounty
to the assassin.

In the face of the book’s temporary
removal from the shelves of several
large American chains for security
reasons, novelist Norman Mailer de-
clared that Khomeini had offered writ-
ers an opportunity to defend “our
own frail religion—which happens to
be faith in the power of words.”
Chastened, perhaps, by the contro-
versy of last summer’s film, The Last
Temptation of Christ, believers of all
stripes are struggling with the ten-
sion between freedom of conscience
and a perceived insult or even blas-
phemy against another faith. Presid-
ing Bishop Edmond Browning chose
to append his name to the Temple of
Understanding statement rather than
issue his own.

®

In England, where Rushdie’s book
was published last September, Arch-
bishop Robert Runcie, head of the
established church, faces an even
more delicate dilemma. The Indian-
born author, a British citizen, is in
hiding somewhere in the English
countryside, under constant police
protection. In several English cities
the large groups of Muslims who
have settled there wrestle both with
the process of assimilation into a
tradition-conscious society and with
their own internal divisions. A re-
sponse to the Iranian threat must also
take into account the fate of Church
of England spokesman Terry Waite,
held by a Lebanese group thought to
be within the Iranian orbit, and that
of other British hostages in Beirut.

Runcie spoke out February 20, the
day the European Economic Commu-
nity recalled its senior diplomats from
Iran. “Only the utterly insensitive
can fail to see that the publication of
Salman Rushdie’s book has deeply
offended Muslims both here and
throughout the world.” After saying
that offense to Islam or to any faith is
as wrong as offense to the religious
beliefs of Christians, Runcie con-
demned all forms of violence. He also
asked British Muslim leaders to ac-
cept Rushdie’s expression of regret
for any offense his book caused.

Ata press conference in Manchester

Salman Rushdie

later that week, Runcie asked that
England’s blasphemy laws, which
currently cover only offenses against
the Christian church, be expanded
to include those against other reli-
gions, according to Diocese of
Bradford spokesman Robert Marshall.
Blasphemy in England is an indict-
able offense rarely enforced.

Parody, cleverly employed, may
account for some of the hostile reac-
tion to the book, according to Bishop
Michael Nazir-Ali. Born in Pakistan,
Nazir-Ali, currently secretary to the
Eames Commission on the consecra-
tion of women bishops, said the book
could be read on several levels.

“The ordinary western reader
would say the book is getting near
the limit, but a devout Muslim would
see much more in the book than a
western reader, and a Muslim scholar
would see more than that. ... .You
can see why the Muslim experts are
more annoyed,”” he said.

The Satanic Verses calls the prophet
Mohammed “Mahound,” a term used
to refer to the devil, according to
Nazir-Ali. In Rushdie’s novel, one of
the prophet’s followers becomes con-
vinced that Mahound is little more
than a charismatic fraud. At one point,
a dozen prostitutes take on the names
and identities of Mahound’s wives.

In Bradford, home to England’s
largest Muslim community, Anglican
Bishop Kerr Williamson and inter-
faith leaders defused a potentially
explosive situation. Bradford was the
focus of media attention after demon-
strating Muslims burned a copy of
The Satanic Verses. Eventually the city
council decided to remove the book
from bookstore shelves, making it
available only on demand.

Williamson called an interfaith
meeting to explore the anxieties of
the Muslim community, according to
a press release. Religious leaders said
they understood the “sense of out-
rage felt by the Muslim community.”
Although acknowledging that the
“majority of people may not under-
stand the depth of their distress,”

Continued on next page



A proposal to have the Episco-
pal Church in Micronesia (ECIM),
or Guam, become an area mission
of the Episcopal Church was re-
viewed at the annual meeting of
Coalition-14.

Supporters said such a move
would provide for an excellent
model of developing indigenous
ministry. B. Shepherd Crim, a
priest now serving in Guam, said
he hopes to make the proposal at
the September meeting of the
House of Bishops.

If approved, Guam would join
Navajoland as an area mission of
the church. Guam has approxi-
mately 500 communicants on sev-
eral islands under the pastoral care
of the presiding bishop.

“Guam is one of the most fasci-
nating places in the church,” Crim

Guam to become area mission?

told the C-14 delegates. He noted
that it is growing rapidly because
of the imminent closing of Hong
Kong and because of extensive Jap-
anese investments.

The area has much in common
with the dioceses of C-14, which
are generally small, aided and ru-
ral. Crim said he hopes ECIM will
continue to develop ties with C-
14.

According to Crim, the indige-
nous people of Micronesia have
been subjected “to colonialism that
is frightful.” He compared it to
treatment of the American Indian
—by creating dependency through
a welfare state. Help is needed in
identifying, encouraging and train-
ing indigenous people for roles in
church leadership, including or-
dained offices.

Subdued reaction
to Harris consecration

by Michael Barwell

Reactions to the consecration of
Barbara Harris to be the first woman
bishop in the Anglican Communion
were surprisingly subdued in Great
Britain and largely overshadowed in
the popular press by the furor sur-
rounding publication of the book, The
Satanic Verses.

Nevertheless, several organizations
and leading Church of England fig-
ures reacted strongly to the event.

As expected, Bishop Graham
Leonard of London announced that
he cannot regard himself ““as in com-
munion with Barbara Harris or with
those bishops who took part in the
rite of consecration,” including Pre-
siding Bishop Edmond L. Browning.

Citing his role as “guardian of the
faith,” he declared that the ““gospel is
imperiled and undermined by that
package of ideas which finds its ex-
pression in what took place in
Boston.” What he means by “not

Rushdie

Continued from previous page
Williamson said he had assurances
from the Muslim leaders that they
would continue their protests peace-
fully, within the limits of the law.

British authors have chosen to ex-
press their distress at Khomeini’s
death threat chiefly by writing letters
and signing petitions. Demonstra-
tions have been small in scale.

British biographer Lady Elizabeth
Longford echoed the sentiments of
American writers when she said free-
dom of speech must be maintained.
“I feel very great sympathy with
Rushdie. . . .He did have the right to
compose his fiction as he saw fit,”
said Longford, a Roman Catholic. She
said she felt ““great sorrow’” that Mus-
lims were hurt by the book, but no
foreign government or leader has the
right to “threaten one of our subjects
with murder.”

being in communion” is still unclear
since Leonard has not stated what he
will or will not do to break commun-
ion.

Leonard does plan to attend a synod
meeting June 1-3 in Fort Worth, Texas,
at the invitation of Bishop Clarence
Pope. The synod is expected to con-
sider the formation of a separate prov-
ince or continuing Anglican Church
in the United States.

Other reactions included a state-
ment from the Association for the
Apostolic Ministry, citing the “‘major-
ity position of the Church of England
and that of the majority of the prov-
inces of the Anglican Communion”
for “not recognizing Ms. Harris as
bishop.”” The statement was counter-
signed by Leonard and Archbishop
Donald Robinson of Sydney, Austra-
lia.

Despite the sparse but strong rhet-
oric, one Church of England employee
said, “We regard it as rather a fait
accompli so what is there to say?” He
added, “We see the Americans as
very pushy on the issue—as they are
on many things. So no one wa
surprised.” -

At the same time, the consecration
did have support in England. Several
Church of England representatives
attended the service. Deaconess
Diana McClatchey, representing the
Movement for the Ordination of
Women (MOW), and Alan Webster,
former dean of St. Paul’s Cathedral,
London, attended the service and de-
livered greetings to Harris from Eng-
lish supporters. In England, women
from St. Hilda’s Community, Lon-
don, held a service of thanksgiving at
St. James’, Picadilly, to coincide with
the consecration.

Harris sent a signed copy of the
consecration service booklet to Arch-
bishop of Canterbury Robert A. K.
Runcie and received a cordial reply
from Lambeth Palace.

Michael Barwell is communications officer
of the Diocese of Southern Ohio.

THE ROSLYN
CONFERENCE CENTER

We’re not a motel, or resort, or rustic camp. This is a
special setting for listening to the “still small voice.” Roslyn is
the Virginia Diocesan Center and our commitment is to
enable our guests to work at discerning God’s purposes for
their own life and ministry.

We think Roslyn has everything a group needs for a
successful meeting or conference — pleasant surroundings,
comfortable rooms, hearty meals, and modern education
facilities — at a rate that's affordable on a Church budget.

The Roslyn
Conference
Center

8727 River Road
Richmond, VA 23229

Phone: (804) 288-6045

Contact: Louise Bridgeman
Conference Coordinator
Overnight Guests: 100
Conference Rooms:10 (smallest to
largest group size - 12/125
Dining for 125
Airport: Richmond International
(30 minutes via Groome
Limousine)

1. The Bible.

This sturdy, economical
edition makes a wonder-
ful pew Bible, special
gift or personal copy.

Black Hardcover
Order No. 00495 $4.00

Maroon Hardcover
Order No. 00496 $4.00

RSV SCRIPTURES
FOR MISSION € MINISTRY

When it’s time to turn to the Scriptures, reach

for a Revised Standard Version Bible from the
American Bible Society.

Why an RSV Bible? Because this respected translation,
popular for nearly 40 years, conveys God’s Word in
language that is direct and understandable, yet beautiful
and inspiring.

And why the American Bible Society?

_2. Holy Bible.

New! A full-size, full-
feature Bible at an extra-
low price, ideal for evan-
gelism programs.
Paperbound

Order No. 00445 $1.50

Because ABS has a 173-year-old commitment to

producing high-quality, low-cost Scriptures.

- -Choose from a variety of affordable RSV
'Bibles and New Testaments sure to

complement your worship and ministry:

3. New Testamen.

Only 40¢! Think of how
many people you can
reach with a New Testa-
ment priced this low!

Paperbound

Order No. 02661 $.40

Order your RSV Scriptures today by filling out the convenient coupon below.

Name Order No.| Quantity Item Price | Total
00495 RSV Bible,
Street Black Hardcover | $4.00
; RSV Bible,
City State Zip 00496 = Ha - $4.00
Prices of all items ap- v
Enclosed [] check [] money order ply only in the USA 00445 I‘,“}‘e’rgﬂfé $1.50
and are subject to
Amount enclosed $ change witho aotice | || 020D ésvrbp‘z) ‘;rnd P
*Handling Fees: CREDIT CARD ORDERS. For faster service, *Handling
$.01-$9.99, add $.50; call 1-800-543-8000, and charge your order to your : Sales Tax (CA Only)
$10.00-$19.99, add $1.00; MasterCard or Visa. Minimum credit card order: My Gift for World Outreach
$20.00 and over, add $1.95. $20.00. All orders are subject to $1.95 handling fee. GRAND TOTAL

abs

NO3342

Mail to: American Bible Society, P.O. Box 5674, Grand Central Station, New York, NY 10163
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Haiti: A living church in a dying nation

by Linda Logan

“Haiti is dying,” Jean Albert told a recent
convention of the Diocese of East Tennessee. Albert,
an Episcopal priest, is chaplain at Holy Cross
Hospital in Leogane, in southern Haiti.

The Dioceses of Haiti and East Tennessee are
in the midst of a three-year companion relation-
ship designed to share the life and ministry of two
Anglican dioceses in different parts of the world.

If the church throughout the world does not
unite in “warm solidarity”” and if scientific help for
the country does not come soon, it may be too late
to save Haiti, Albert said.

Although the country’s current president, Pros-
per Avril, is “open” and “committed to dialogue,”
the problems the country is suffering are simply
beyond the government’s capacity to address.
Thirty years of oppression under the Duvaliers
and erosion so severe that the country’s once-
forested hills are becoming a desert have resulted
in poverty so extreme that, in Albert’s opinion, it
“is now too late for Haiti.”

More than 50 percent of the country’s popu-
lation of 6 million is jobless, the priest pointed out.
Per capita income hovers around $200 a year.
People are dying from malnutrition. The sugar
industry—the only major industry to survive the
political turmoil surrounding the canceled elec-
tions a year ago—faces such export quotas from
the U.S. government that Haiti is now “obliged” to
buy sugar from other countries. Albert said sugar
now is more expensive in Haiti than in the United
States.

The country’s survival is up to the churches
and to science, not the government, Albert said.
“Jesus did not ask the state or the government to
feed his lambs, but Peter, a member of his church.”

The social services the churches in Haiti pro-
vide are a large part of what keeps the country
afloat.

Holy Cross Hospital, recognized as one of the
best in the country, is a joint operation of the
Presbyterian and Episcopal Churches. Dr. David
McNeeley, formerly of Norris, Tenn., directs the
hospital’s operations.

McNeeley has guided the hospital from its
small beginnings as an outpatient clinic in 1968
into a major health center which serves the needs
of more than 300,000 people and whose preventive
medicine program has made such an impact that
the government has given it full responsibility for
the health care of the poor in the area. The 64-bed
facility is surrounded by 41 rural clinics.

McNeeley’s dedication to the care of the rural
poor has led him to make horseback journeys into
the most remote areas of the island. It also led him
to seek ordination to the Episcopal priesthood.
McNeeley now takes the sacraments of the church
along with his medical supplies on his visits to
people in villages so remote that they see a priest
only once every three or four months.

Education is largely the work of the churches.
In this nation of 20 percent literacy, the Episcopal
Church operates 130 elementary, secondary and
professional schools—and this with only 29 clergy
members.

At St. Vincent’s School for Handicapped Chil-
dren in Port-au-Prince, the nation’s capital, the
nuns of the Episcopal Society of St. Margaret feed,

David McNeeley: doctor-priest

by Harry G. Toland

It all began with a Lenten mite
box offering for the church’s work
in Haiti. David F. McNeeley, a
6-year-old doctor’s son in Norris,
Tenn., dropped coins into that
box.

Now, 32 years later, he is med-
ical director—"chief honcho,” in
his words—of the Diocese of
Haiti’s Hopital Ste. Croix and
horseback-riding doctor and
priest to Haiti’s remote villages.

“I'm not as pessimistic as some

McNeeley was ordained an Epis-
copal priest last December in Holy
Trinity Cathedral in Port-au-
Prince. That, too, was the end—
or beginning—of a long journey.

After the mite box beginning of
his Haiti connection, young David
McNeeley was assigned a pen-
pal in Holy Trinity School in Port-
au-Prince, operated by the Soci-
ety of St. Margaret, and sent
money to help with the pal’s
schooling. That led to correspon-
dence with Sister Anne Marie,
then head of the school and now

about Haiti,” he said in a recent

mother superior of the order.

interview. “God has plans for
Haiti. With hard work, we’re mak-
ing inroads [in health care].”

McNeeley was interviewed in
Swarthmore, Pa., on a two-week
tour with Les Petits Chanteurs de
Ste. Trinite of Port-au-Prince. His
wife Marise, a pathologist and
Julliard-trained conductor, is
choir mistress of the singers, with
whom McNeeley sings bass.

Hopital Ste. Croix, he said, is
““as good a hospital as there is in
the country,” up to most curative
hospital procedures. “The only
things we don’t deal with are
complicated heart problems,
things like that.”

But he talked most about the
network of health workers in the
Leogane Commune, or district,
that he has set up to premote
mostly preventive medicine.

There are the “granny
midwives,” who have learned
their work from generations-old
oral information. Despite what
they are called, a fourth of them
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David F. McNeeley

are men, he said. ““There are about
200 of them in the villages, and
all we really do is retrain them in
hygiene.” :

The other category of local
health worker is the salaried Hai-
tian equivalent of China’s “‘bare-
foot doctors.” They dispense as-
pirin, antacid and vitamins and
practice preventive care.

“There are a lot of health prob-
lems in Haiti,”” he said, “but most

~ of them are preventable.”

To visit the health workers in
the villages in the hills and coastal
plains of the 100,000-person com-
mune, the soft-spoken, brown-
haired doctor goes by horseback
because there are no roads, only
trails.

“We've sunk over 100 deep
wells,” he said, and have installed
4,000 neighborhood latrines.
UNICEF contributions paid for
the latrines, but most of the funds
for his health work “we get by

begging.”

In 1968, when he was 17, Sister
Anne Marie invited McNeeley to
Haiti to work as a summer volun-
teer. There he began to be inter-
ested in the priesthood, he said.

But he comes from a family
“full of doctors”—his father and
three of his brothers although
another brother is a priest. So
after graduating from the Univer-
sity of the South, he went to
Tulane Medical School, then took
master’s degrees in public health
and tropical medicine. When the
post of medical director at
Leogane was vacant, he was of-
fered the job and took it.

Now, when he makes his
rounds on horseback, he will do
clinic work one day in a village
and baptisms and administering
Holy Eucharist the next. He is
greatly in demand in Leogane
whose 30 churches are served by
only three priests.

“I get the fun of pastoral work,”

he said with a grin, “and none of

the administrative work.”

Dr. Frank Green and a Haitian dental patient.

house, and educate 250 handicapped children from
all over Haiti. Last year, this school was the site of
another medical ministry, one donated by retired
Chattanooga dentist Dr. Frank Green, an Episco-
pal layman.

Green, a participant in the Episcopal Church’s
Volunteers for Mission program, told East
Tennessee’s convention about supplying dental
health care to lame, blind and deaf children and
performing extractions in rural areas so mountain-
ous and remote that a four-wheel drive vehicle was
the only means of transporting his dental chair.

More than 90 percent of Haiti’s people lose
their teeth, Albert confirmed. He said people sim-
ply are not educated regarding proper care and
that they have no funds for items such as tooth-
brushes.

East Tennessee and Haiti have shared with
one another in several ways:

® Churches of East Tennessee raised $5,000
during Lent, 1988, for the education of Haitian
children. Most of this came from East Tennessee’s
church school children.

® Over 600 pounds of ““scarce’”” medical sup-
plies have been shipped from East Tennessee
churches to St. Vincent’s School—such things as
aspirin, antiseptic creams, cold medications and
Band-Aids.

® St. James’ Church in Knoxville decorated
its Christmas tree with ornaments, each of which
listed a needed medical item.

® The bell choir of St. Vincent’s School will
tour East Tennessee for two weeks this May.

® East Tennessee youth plan a trip to Haiti in
1990.

® An East Tennessee curriculum-writing
group developed a resource packet on Haiti. It was
based in part on the Prayer Book’s baptismal
covenant and began with the question: “Will you
strive for justice and peace in the world and
respect the dignity of every human being?”’

® Bright oil paintings of Port-au-Prince street
scenes, print-skirted Haitian dolls and oil-drum
sculptures are sold in East Tennessee’s church-
sponsored bookshops.

The Diocese of East Tennessee has 45 congre-
gations and 12,000 communicants. The Diocese of
Haiti has 77 congregations and 84,000 communi-
cants. The companion relationship is expected to
result in numerous visits and ministry projects.

Linda Logan is communications officer of the Diocese of
East Tennessee.
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Church of England Synod rejects
proposal to raise black
membership

London, England—In a stunning rever-
sal in February, the Church of England’s
governing body rejected legislation
which would have enlarged its black
membership. The measure would have
allowed unsuccessful black candidates
to be appointed to Synod if the number
elected by the normal process fell be-
low 24. Forced to a vote by houses, the
House of Laity defeated the measure
which had been overwhelmingly sup-
ported last November. Synod avoided
taking any action on a motion to de-
plore positive teaching about homosex-
uality in British schools and the use of
homosexual couples as foster parents.
Muriel Curtis of Sheffield, who pre-
sented the motion, also wanted the
Lesbian and Gay Christian Movement
to be excluded from the Church of
England Year Book.

Convent will leave Auschwitz,
Jewish leaders told

Auschwitz, Poland—Following up on
assurances made two years ago, two
European cardinals told Jewish leaders
in January that a Carmelite convent at
the site of the Auschwitz death camp
will be moved. Ten nuns had been
living at the convent since 1984. Jewish
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representatives protested when a 1986
letter raising funds for the convent pro-
moted it as a “spiritual fortress and a
guarantee of the conversion of strayed
brothers from our countries as well as
proof of our desire to erase outrages so
often done to the Vicar of Christ.”
Fraciszek Cardinal Macharski of Cracow
and Albert Cardinal Decourtray of Lyons
had pledged to relocate the convent a
mile from Auschwitz by February 22.
But the nuns resisted and the move, to
which they reportedly had agreed, did
not take place. In response, an interna-
tional Jewish coalition said it could not
“in good conscience’” join in a dia-
logue on the Holocaust with Roman
Catholic leaders as originally sched-
uled for late February.

Oldest book, ancient oil jug

found in Egypt, Israel

Cairo, Egypt—A book buried under a
child’s head more than 1,600 years ago
is the earliest complete copy of the
Psalms and probably the oldest book of
any kind ever found, scholars here
say. The book, discovered four years
ago, is handwritten in a dialect of Coptic
(@ now-dead language of Old Greek
characters supplemented by seven an-
cient Egyptian hieroglyphs) in a brown,
iron-derived ink. It includes about 490
parchment pages bound between
wooden covers stitched with leather. In
Jerusalem, Hebrew University an-
nounced the discovery of a 2,000-year-
old jug of oil of the kind used to anoint
ancient Israelite kings. The 5-
inch-diameter jug was discovered last
summer in the Dead Sea area of
Qumran.

Evangelical ministers murdered

in Central Mexico

Mexico City, Mexico—Two young itin-
erant evangelists were stoned to death
by angry mobs in separate incidents for
allegedly “offending and insulting”” the
religious dogmas of local villagers.
Abelino Jerez Hernandez, 35, was killed

by ““more than 100 fanatical Catholics”’
in the village of San Diego Carrito,
according to this city’s daily Excelsior.
The body of Julio Davalos Morales, 21,
was found by authorities late in January
in the village of Los Reyes La Paz.
Davalos’ brother Gerardo told investi-
gators that his brother customarily
preached in different parts of Los Reyes
on weekends; his briefcase was full of
Christian tracts. Although the state gov-
ernment claims to have identified most
of those suspected in the assault on
Jerez, no arrests had been made by
mid-February. No suspects have been
identified or arrested in Davalos'death,
according to the daily Ovaciones.

Rwanda and Yugoslavia are
centers of Marian visions

Kibeho, Rwanda—A video production
team from Philadelphia, Pa., has pro-

duced a 45-minute video featuring what
purports to be the Virgin Mary. A spokes-
woman for As the Spirit Leads Minis-
tries, the parent company of Marian
Video, says she believes the African
apparitions are real because of their
parallel both in time and message with
those seen in Medjurgorje, Yugoslavia.
As evidence, she cites the fact that the
visions began in the same year (1981),
that they were seen by young children,
that the number of visionaries is similar
(seven in Rwanda, six in Yugoslavia),
that both sites are isolated, and that the
messages are practically the same. The
visionaries here claim to have received
daily messages from Mary from 1981 to
1983. Now, they say, Mary appears to
them each November 28, the anniver-
sary of the first apparition. The Roman
Catholic Church has established a com-
mission to study the African visions and
to determine if they are authentic.

Vatican publishes

anti-racism document

Vatican City—The Pontifical Commis-
sion for Justice and Peace has issued a
sweeping denunciation of racial preju-
dice, discrimination and all forms of
oppression as sins against Christian
teaching. The Church and Racism, an
8,000-word document, traces the his-
tory of racist behavior and condemns
anti-Semitism as ‘‘the most tragic form
that racist ideology has assumed in our
century.” It also cites South African
apartheid as the most prominent con-
temporary example of institutionalized
racism. A section on the rights of immi-
grants, refugees or temporary foreign
workers says these people are most
often the victims of racial prejudice.
The document calls for legal methods
of combatting discrimination and de-
clares that ““all forms of discrimination
must be firmly opposed.”
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Seamen’s Church Institute is
sailors’ home away from home

by Barbara Crafton

s the founding bishop of the Angli-
A can Diocese of Pusan, Korea, William

Chul-He Choi founded 13 churches
in 14 years. He met with archbishops and
popes, presidents and prime ministers. He
facilitated the founding of monastic orders
for men and women. He confirmed thou-
sands in the Christian faith.

Now Choi wears a hard hat more often
than a miter. He is the chaplain and director
of the Seamen’s Church Institute of Los
Angeles, which has ministered for 107 years
to seafarers calling in the port.

Early each morning Choi climbs the gang-
ways of the great ships, bringing armloads
of magazines and a heart full of good news,
offering transportation to the chapel, the
shopping center, the post office or the
seafarers’ center for an informal Bible study
class, an opportunity to discuss a personal
problem, a telephone call home or just some
relaxation off the ship. “The need for this
mission to seafarers is great, yet my capacity
is so small,” says Choi.

Choi is one of a group of chaplains
throughout the ports of the United States
who have a unique calling: the service in
Christ’s name to the people who sail the
great ships throughout the world. Along
with the customs inspectors, owners’ agents,
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Episcopal chaplains at ports throughout the
United States offer counsel, friendship and a
helping hand to seafarers from every nation.
The Anglican Missions to Seamen was begun in

1856.

ship chandlers and marine surveyors, they
clamber cheerfully aboard vessels from ev-
ery country in the world. But unlike those
secular functionaries, the chaplain doesn’t
want anything signed, paid for, certified,
inspected or explained. He or she just wants
to extend a welcome to the stranger in the
name of the one who told us that when we
serve our brothers and sisters, we are serv-
ing him as well.

C haplain Claude Turner of the Interna-
tional Seamen’s House in Norfolk,
Va., is a man who enjoys his work.
“Recently a young Filipino seafarer at
Seamen’s House was anxious to get a phone

call through to his pregnant wife in a hos-
pital in Colombo, Sri Lanka. We did get this

A

Chaplain Francis Cho climbs aboard ship in the Port of New York which serves over 3,000 ships a year.

call through to find out she and his new son
were well and doing fine. He was so re-
lieved and happy. Me, too! We all need the
tangible human touch in daily life. The
knowledge that someone senses our need
may be like the hand of Jesus extended to
Peter sinking in the waves.”

The news of the birth of a child at home
far away is a commonplace in maritime
ministry. Most of the milestones of family
life—the births, the deaths, the graduations
—take place for seafarers’ families when the
father is away.

Roughly 75 percent of today’s seafarers
are from third-world countries, and their
normal term of employment is one year. To
the dangers of life at sea, where a ship goes
down somewhere in the world every three
days, is added the stress of loneliness felt by
those who must sacrifice their lives with
their families in order that those families
may eat.

Even life in port is not what it once was.
Cargo containerization has shortened the
stay of a typical ship in port from a week or
more to an average of 12 hours, eight of
which must be spent working. Not much
time for a phone call, for a shopping trip, for
a walk in a park.

“It's no fun going to sea anymore,” said
a German seafarer. “Now I have to go off
the ship in my boiler suit because of the lack
of time in port. I never get to see the cities I
am supposed to be in.”

Often the seafarers’ center is the only
place a seafarer will have time to go when
he comes alongside. And almost every port
has a chaplain who will see to it that he can
at least do that.

eafarers who call at Houston, Texas,
all remember the International
Seamen’s Center, a model of ecumen-
ical cooperation between Christians of six
denominations. “Whoever’s on duty—that’s
who runs the chapel service,” says James
Scott, the Episcopal chaplain in Houston.
“And that’s the liturgy you get. The seafar-
ers honestly don’t care. They know Chris-
tian friendship when they see it, and they
don’t split denominational hairs.” Scott has
ministered on the waterfront for 17 years as
a maritime chaplain directly responsible to
Bishop Maurice Benitez and is part of a
ministry which involves the entire city of
Houston, including the mayor.
A similar ecumenical ministry thrives in
Corpus Christi, Texas, where Episcopal, Ro-

man Catholic and Protestant clergy and

laypeople run a bustling seafarers’ center
chaired by Chaplain George Dawson, the
Episcopal member of the group. The ecu-
menical model also works well in the Atlan-
tic port of Charleston, S.C., where Chaplain
George Gladden has served in the Interna-
tional Seamen’s Center for many years.
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Similarly, the Women’s Seamen’s Friend
Society of Connecticut in New Haven, once
a busy fishing port and now much quieter,
supplements its local program of hospitality
and ship-visiting with outreach and support
to seafarers’ ministries in other parts of the
country. Like a number of maritime chap-
lains in less-than-busy ports, New Haven's
Henry Burdick combines this ministry with
a parish responsibility.

The Great Lakes ports of Chicago, Ill.,
and Green Bay and Superior, Wis., have
lost traffic in recent decades. The ministries
there are carried on by chaplains who com-
bine their maritime work with other church
duties, like John Cell, who is also rector of
Church of the Blessed Sacrament in Green
Bay, or Lee Baldwin, who combines his
ministry with an academic career.

esfin Ghebrewoldi, a native of Ethi-
M opia, speaks seven languages flu-

ently. That fact, and his own ex-
perience as a seafarer, makes him a valuable
ship visitor. “He’s my secret weapon,”” jokes
Neale Secor, director of the Seamen’s Church
Institute of Philadelphia, Pa., from which
Ghebrewoldi ventures forth every day.
“There’s hardly anybody he can't talk to.”

Many maritime chaplains and lay ship
visitors are multilingual, a great asset in a
ministry which touches more different na-
tionalities and languages than any other.
The venerable Seamen’s Church Institute of
New York and New Jersey, at 155 years the
oldest, largest and most comprehensive
seafarers’ agency in the country, believes so
strongly in the necessity for ethnic and
cultural diversity in maritime chaplaincy
that it maintains a training program dedi-
cated to providing it.

“The overwhelming majority of seafarers
today are from Asian countries,” says James
Whittemore, the institute’s director, “yet
the chaplains in most ports are mainly
English-speaking westerners. We need more
maritime chaplains who represent the cross-
cultural populations they serve.”

Each year the Asian-North American
Pastoral Training Center, founded by the
institute in 1987, accepts two seasoned pas-
tors already experienced in Asian culture
and language and trains them in maritime
ministry.

The institute also maintains a maritime
training school in which seafarers can re-
ceive instruction to facilitate safety at sea
and upgrade their skills, Christmas-at-Sea
which each year places on board ships from
all over the world 10,000 Christmas presents

Chaplain Neale Secor and Mesfin Ghebrewoldi board a ship in the Port of Philadelphia, Pa.

handmade by knitters from every state in
the union, and the Center for Seafarers’
Rights.

outreach of the Anglican Church to

seafarers, has its headquarters in Lon-
don and outposts throughout the world.
Episcopal ministries to seafarers in the
United States are affiliates of the Missions to
Seamen, and much interport sharing goes
on as they support one another in an often
lonely calling. The Lambeth Conference of

‘//}/‘?w
. 0?@@};@
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T he Missions to Seamen, since 1856 the

Worldwide logo of Missions to Seamen.

1988 commended the Missions to Seamen,
saying, “There is no part of the church
which has greater ecumenical involvement
and experience. . . .It is deeply involved in
dialogue with people of other faiths every
day. . . .Through the Center for Seafarers’
Rights and through almost every member
[it] is daily involved in issues of social
justice.”
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The Miami River is home to 40 or
more small ships on any given day.
Piled high with used mattresses, bicy-
cles, bales of rags and scrap paper, they
sail precariously out of the river into the
wider waters, bound for the Caribbean.
Maria Jimenez visits their crews, almost
all Central American, and offers sup-
port, a ride to the supermarket or the
doctor, a Bible study or just a sympa-
thet:c ear and a friendly handshake.

~ Other seafarers wait to join ships in

and long for work. Out of the despair
that hangs thick in the air of the hotels
comes ﬁle‘posslb' ~of Christian com-

~ one of several dingy hetels in Miami
- where the unemployed duster together

ing one for Peak who,
hme cha lams has h.

-seafarers meet for

the church where he is rector one day
when three representatives of the
Seamen’s Church Institute came up the
walk and asked if he would like to have
a seafarers’ center in his parish hall.
Today he is chaplain of the Seamen'’s
Church Institute in Riviera Beach, the
first chaplain to serve the growing port
of Palm Beach. Seafarers come in the
evenings to relax and shoot a game of
pool and in the mornings to call home to
the Philippines.
An ecumenical group of volunteers

assists with phone calls and thrift shop

- purchases or just socializes with the »

seafarers. The new ministry is an excit-
like many mari-
a lifelong Iovef .

Founded in New York by the Seamen’s
Church Institute in 1981, the Center for
Seafarers’ Rights is acknowledged in the
maritime world as an authority on the rights
of seafarers. The increase in the number of
seafarers from third-world countries and
the hard times which have visited the world-
wide shipping industry in recent years have
resulted in frequent mistreatment of seafar-
ers. Far from home, unfamiliar with local
law and often with the English language, -
seafarers are exploitable in many of the
same ways as migrant workers. Although
many shipowners treat their crews fairly,
some do not, and the nature of the work
makes it relatively easy to perpetuate labor
situations on board which seem more rem-
iniscent of the world of Dickens than of our
own.

“We work 14 hours a day with no
overtime,” wrote a Filipino seafarer to the
center’s director, Dr. Paul Chapman. “We
were promised one wage when we signed
on and then forced to sign another contract
for less when we were at sea. Can you help
us?”’

Chapman receives several such letters
every day. Sometimes nothing can be done
to help. But often something can. In either
case, the seafarer’s dignity as a working
person is affirmed by an organization which
sees seafarers’ rights as an integral part of a
ministry in the name of Christ.

Chaplains are encouraged to call upon
the center for advice when a troublesome
case arises in their ports. “Chaplains really
know more than anyone else about the
things that go on aboard ships,” says
Chapman. “They’re the ones seafarers tell
because they’re the ones they trust. We
couldn’t do anything for seafarers without
them.” A chaplain can receive valuable step-
by-step advice from a Center for Seafarers’
Rights lawyer so that the help he or she
gives in a comphcated and ambiguous situ-
ation really is help.

Ministering to a group of people who
have always been easy for the world to
ignore, maritime chaplains find a satisfac-
tion that stays with them throughout their
lives. “I thought, when I came on board,
that this would be an interesting interlude .
of two or three years and that I'd go on to -
something else,” writes one chaplain. “But
now the sea is in my blood. I love minister-
ing with seafarers. I may never leave the
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waterfront!

Barbara Crafton is Episcopal chaplain at Seaman'’s
Church Institute, Newark, N.J.
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=» & Not many retirement
. centers welcome people
age 75 and above.

»: Here’s one that does.

PEBPLE & pLACES

St. Simeon’s is unique among
retirement centers because it offers
three levels of service to assure comfort and sta-
bility . . . from independent living through full-time

nursing home care. Each is provided in a warm,
pleasing atmosphere you have to see to believe.

Since it is a non-profit operation of the Episcopal Church, St.
Simeon’s rates are low. And, unlike many centers, there are no
endowment fees, and no long-term commitments.

We're so sure you'll like living at St. Simeon’s, we offer this
guarantee: If, within 60 days, you are not fully satisfied, we’ll
refund your money.

Call today to arrange for a visit. A warm welcome awaits you.

SAINT SIMEON'

3701 N. Cincinnati, Tulsa, OK 74106 + (918) 425-3583

&

CHURCHWORKS with CLER”.Y/TAX-88:
church management appliication tem-
plates for IBM and Apple Il compatible
computers. Details: Software Sharing
Ministries, PO Box 657, Sitka, Alaska
99835

VOYAGE INTO ENGLAND

Explore historical and literary England on a
comfortable canal-boat. Ancient towns, lovely
country and famoussites are uniquely accessible
from 2,000 miles of peaceful waterways. Four
guestsenjoy the personal attention of skipper-
historian. (Ph.D. Harvard.) $495. weekly, all
meals included. England Afloat, Box 2083E,
Springfield, Mass. 01101. Tele. 413-562-9296.

»

By 1\ Learn (o Read Music!
Always wished you could read
music? Now you can with our self-
teaching audio cassette and book-
let. €earn all the basics — how to
read notes, time signatures, the
musical staff, clefs, sharps and flats
and more! Only $17.45 postpaid.
= Unconditionally guaranteed.
Audio-Forum. Room C 428, GuilfordCT.06437

Pews Repaired/Refinished
Fredrick Woodcraft’s only
business for the past twelve
years. Free estimates.

Call Collect. 717-898-7250.

THE SOCIETY OF MARY
An Anglican Devotional Society
For Information Write:
Mr. Wallace H. Spaulding
1206 Buchanan Street
McLean, Virginia 22101

CLERGY BLOUSES
* A variety of styles, colors, &
fabrics. - Brochure: (415)
834-4314 WOMEN-IN-
VESTMENTS A Cambo-
dian Women's Sewing En-
terprise. St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 114 Mon-
tecito Ave., Oakland, CA 94610.

STAINED GLASS
“SUNCATCHERS"”
Episcopal Church Emblem
Handcrafted — 5”x5%"—$14.00pp.
ECW-—The Nativity and St. Stephen’s
159 S. 2nd St., Newport, PA 17074

Proceeds to support ECW mission work
‘ Bulk prices available

CARTER KERNS
INVESTMENT ADVISOR
Tel: 1-503-276-6564
203 South Main Street
Pendleton, Oregon 97801

How ON EARTH DO
I BELIEVE IN GOD?
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VHS Videotape featuring
Bishop Michael Marshall

$19.95 plus $2.50 shipping

To order,
send check or money order to:
The Anglican Institute

P.O. Box 11887

St. Louis, MO 63105
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“Nol”” Putnam at the south columbarium gate of Washington Cathedral.

Blacksmith is ‘proud as punch’

by Wendy R. Sizer

He tempers hot iron and forms it
into magnificent shapes for simple
uses in extraordinary places. It may
be Oliver de Montalant “Nol”
Putnam’s way to make a living, but
it’s also one of his passions in life.
With each whack, bang and clang,
the Virginia blacksmith creates archi-
tectural ironwork through which he
expresses a yearning for permanence
and continuity in his life.

Past the peeling red paint on the
sliding double doors of the White
Oak Forge in The Plains, past the
black coal dust, sticky sweat and eye-
blinking clangs, past the red coals of
the forge, the two massive power
hammers, the hot metal, the rows of
blackened tools hanging neatly from
the walls, past the art in progress
stands a 54-year-old man in search of
himself.

“I'm much more than an artist. I'm
more than a blacksmith. I'm more
than someone who works in Fauquier
County and lives in Rappahannock
County.” As a thoughtful smile lights
his face, Putnam elaborates.

“I'm trying to make sense out of
how I was born and raised and what
I want to do with my life when I grow
up.” In the meantime, Putnam thor-
oughly enjoys himself. “I am,” he
says, grinning, “in love with life. I
have three lifetimes of things I want
to do in front of me.”

That attitude emanates from
Putnam’s work. So much so that, two
years ago, it caught the attention of
Richard T. Feller, coordinator of ac-
quisitions at Washington Cathedral.
Eventually Putnam received a com-
mission to design and create a gate
for the cathedral’s south columbarium
(a crypt or burial room).

A crew recently hung th
200-pound gate—400 hours in thd.
making. It is Putnam’s magnum opus
and certainly his grandestlegacy. “It’s
going to be around for a while,” he
says.

Then a chuckle erupts. A broad
smile creases the laugh lines fanning
hazel eyes that hold the spark of
playfulness. “I think there’s a lot of
ego involved in that,” he quips, re-
ferring to the gate’s legacy value.

“It tulfills one of my fondest dreams

of a fine piece of architectural iron-
work. God, what a place to have your
work! I feel proud as punch to have
something there.”

Putnam, son of an artist, hammered
metal for 15 years before his work
was brought to the cathedral. Four-
teen or so years before that he taught
history, mostly to American Indians
involved in a scholarship program at
his alma mater, Lenox, an Episcopal
prep school in Lenox, Mass.

Putnam’s students represented the
Comanche, Mohawk, Cree, Sioux,
Cherokee, Hopi and Navajo tribes.
The Hopi, he explains, have no fu-
ture tense in their language so from
them he learned acceptance and to
live in the now. “One is always new,”
he notes. But the Dakota Sioux tradi-
tions and customs and a spiritual
affinity with the Navajo left the most
lasting impressions. The Sioux taught
him about the wheel of life which
expresses the importance of man’s
interdependence.

Explains Putnam, “The Sioux be-
lieve that all creatures [comprise] the
wheel of life. They thank the deer,
the buffalo, the tree for their gift for
life to humans. It is the part the Great
Spirit has given to them. Thus the

. interdependence of all with all. And
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we forget it at our peril

Today, as Putnam continues his
quest for wholeness, parts of him
have come full circle. Art begat teach-
ing which begat art which begat teach-
ing. And, just in case he needed a
sign from above that he was on the
right track, he received it in a most
unexpected way.

It happened the day the gate was
hung in the cathedral. For the first
time Putnam noticed the colum-
barium contains the remains of a spe-
cial man.

He was, says Putnam, a man
blessed with “vision,” a man who
“created a place that was open to all
people, for the enhancement of all
people, and that was a place that
encouraged the exploration of life.”

The man was an Episcopal priest
named George Gardiner Monks.
Monks was the founder of Putnam’s
alma mater, the Lenox School.

Wendy R. Sizer is a free-lance writer living
in Warrenton, Va.



Office in New Jersey, heart in Central America .

by Elizabeth Eisenstadt

The bright primary colors of the
cross are lit by the sunlight which
spills through the large windows of
St. Michael’s Chapel. Painted by a
Salvadoran family, each element com-
bines to form an allegory of life as a
Central American refugee, according
to Rutgers University chaplain Henry
Atkins.

Christ is a crucified campesino, or
peasant, with the skulls above his
head representing the community of
saints. The blood-red flowers symbol-
ize the process of new birth and the
blue birds represent hope. Beneath
the Christ-figure the rooster crows,
saying the villagers have had enough
violence. “The cross says that suffer-
ing is redemptive and that the people
are sustained by God,” says Atkins.

Atkins, 49, is Episcopal chaplain to
the 28,000 students who attend the
New Brunswick, N.J., campus of
Rutgers University. Six months after
his arrival in January, 1984, the con-

o

gregation agreed that St. Michael’s
should become an openly declared
sanctuary church. At one time or
another about 20 Salvadoran, Guate-
malan, South African and Iranian ref-
ugees have lived in the apartment
above the church offices.

At ease in his well-worn study, the
chaplain still retains a trace of the
leisurely inflections of a boyhood
spent in North Carolina and Virginia.
But in the course of conversation, it
becomes disconcertingly clear that he
is a man caught between two realities
—with the campesinos and where he
happens to be at the moment.

Atkins’ involvement with Central
America began when he spent a sum-
mer in Costa Rica in 1963 while a
student at Virginia Theological Sem-
inary. Upon his return he raised
money to enable the church there to
start its own seminary.

In the early 1980’s Atkins was Epis-
copal chaplain at the University of
North Carolina in Greensboro. Al-
ready heavily involved in work with
those fleeing Central America, he ac-
cepted an invitation to live in a refu-
gee camp on the border between Hon-
duras and El Salvador where he and
other group members, armed only
with cameras, confronted the Salva-
doran death squads who would rou-
tinely take people out of the camps
and kill them.

“Most of us in the first world know
the suffering of the loss of someone
we love or the loss of position,” he
says. ““But the suffering these people
have known is so profound we can-
not fathom it.”

To illustrate his point he recounted
a meeting with a Salvadoran woman
in the camp. Her husband had been
killed by the military. But the death
of her 18-year-old pregnant daughter
finally made her flee. Walking to-
gether down a village street, she and
her daughter were stopped by sol-
diers, who accused the daughter of
being impregnated by an enemy of
the state. When she denied it, the
soldiers impaled her on a bayonet,
scooped out the fetus and made the
mother set her dying child’s body on
fire. “She sat in a catatonic trance,
then she began to weep,” Atkins
says. “She said she believed she
would make it because God had

known great suffering.”

The sanctuary movement provides
shelter in homes, institutions and
houses of worship to refugees seek-
ing asylum. Some apply for refu-
gee status. According to Atkins, 97
percent of Salvadoran refugees and
98 percent of Guatemalan refugees
are refused refugee status. If their
applications are rejected, they face
deportation. Some courageously
choose to return to their homeland if
accompanied by North American ob-
servers, he says.

It is crucial, says Atkins, that a
sanctuary which functions openly,
like St. Michael’s, have the support
of 70-80 percent of the congregation.

St. Michael’s has been infiltrated by
undercover agents. Refugees have
been arrested.

Assessing the impact of the sanc-
tuary movement, Atkins says “it’s
most important that it is serving as a
catalyst to revitalize and renew at
least part of the church in the U.S.”

However strong his dedication to
many facets of social justice, Atkins’
heart is clearly in the sanctuary move-
ment. He rarely used the word “I.”
“What they [the refugees] want, and
what we want for them, is to go
home and live in a society where
there is justice and peace. We can
become brothers and sisters with
them in working for that reality.”

We’d like to

help tell your story...

nd we’re proud to offer your parish

the opportunity to obtain pictorial
directories that will be treasured for
generations to come. Now, even a parish
with as few as 50 participating families
can have a parish directory at no cost!
It’s the perfect tool to help bring your
parish family closer together.

Your pictorial directory will include a
custom color cover, color pastor’s page,
color activity page, black/white activity

Directories are produced by Coppinger & Affiliates,
2 Cleveland, Tennessee.

page, black/white history page, and
complete roster of all members. And your
parish’s participation in the Directory
Service means you can take advantage of
our list of bonuses! In addition, each
participating family will receive a beautiful
10 x 13 color portrait!

As a further benefit, we’ve established The
Performance Guarantee, which insures
prompt delivery of your directory. So call
the toll-free number below, and get all the
latest Directory Service information and
material from your Episcopalian Parish
Directory Service.

The EPISCOPALIAN

PARISH DIRECTORY SERVICE

CALL TOLL FREE... 1-800-826-2325
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CAMP STAFF IN MAINE: Bishopswood,
Episcopal Diocesan resident camp on Lake
Megunticook near Camden, ME. Positions:
Christian Ed. Leader, ASL Interpreter, Water-
front Director, Asst./Program Director, Cabin
Counselors/Activity Leaders: waterfront,
dance, crafts sports, outdoor living skills,
ropes course, sign language, music and
drama, housekeeping and kitchen helpers. 9
week season. Minimum 18 years old. Matur-
ity, caring, and commitment to community
living are a must. Inquiries to:
Georgia Koch, Bishopswood,
143 State Street, Portland, ME 04101.

POSITION OFFERED

Director of Training and Educational Design to direct
and train network of trainers for Education for Ministry
(EFM) program, maintain enthusiasm for and quality of
EFM, develop methods of seminar format and theologi-
cal reflection, and work with staff to develop and pro-
mote the program. EFM is an international program of
lay theological education of the School of Theology, the
University of the South. There are about 50 trainers,
750 mentors, 6000 students. Send applications to:
The Rev. J. Carleton Hayden, Ph.D.,
Associate Dean, The School of Theology,
The University of the South, Sewanee, TN 37375.
For additional information, call 800-334-8986.

(British Teak N

Classic Garden Seats
to Celebrate

0, o %

x'/

Immediate Shipment

Country Casual pays the freight
Colour catalogue $2.00
COUNTRY CASUAL - EP
17317 Germantown Road

) g

Enduring Gifts

ST. DUNSTAN
CHURCHCRAFT

by
% A. Edward Jones Limited
of England

: 5) SILVERSMITHS AND
Established 1902 CMMEN IN METAL
We make the highest quality Church Silver and Metal
Work including Altar Crosses, Chalices, Ciboria, Vases etc.
Custom made or to your own design.
CATALOG, DRAWINGS, AVAILABLE FROM
A. Edward Jones Limited, St. Dunstan Works,
Pemberton Street, Birmingham, England.

Germantown, MD 20874-2999
(301) 540-0040

"

Incorporating Blunt & Wray of London

Sacrarrin 25, 1908

THE LIV

nas

ING CHURCH

Sevng

You
can
count
on
1S, .

In the News

Eprscopatans Snce 1878

52
times

year

In these controversial

week for:
our church

e Provocative editoria

PP PP PP PP PP P PP PP PP PP PP PP PP

Count me in.

D Send me four free issues. Then
subscription. If I'm unhappy, I'll

Name:

Discover the only weekly, independent
national magazine for Episcopalians.

and fast-paced times

THE LIVING CHURCH can keep you informed.

Find out why thousands count on us each
« Regional and national news affecting

o Features on relevant social and theological issues

Is and letters

« Stimulating book and music reviews

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
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30 Day Introductory Offer

E] I've enclosed $29.95 for a year’s subscription, plus four free issues.
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Return to: The Living Church, 816 E. Juneau Ave., Milwaukee, W1 53202
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Only in a mission congregation

Last Sunday I saw how a small
mission congregation can be a special
place.

Grace Smith raises lilies that bloom
but once a year. The Sunday after
they bloom she dedicates them to
God by placing arrangements of them
on the altar. Last Sunday was that
special Sunday, but alas, Grace also
has a wind-up eight-day clock. For-
gotten the night before, it was slow.

We worried about her when she
did not come. She has no phone.

A few minutes after the service
began, the church door opened. In
came tiny Grace, overwhelmed by a
huge bucket of lilies. Straight up the
aisle she went, not stopping until
what appeared to be a self-moving
mountain of lilies stopped right in
front of the priest.

“May I put my flowers on the
altar?”” she asked.

Understand that this was not an
interruption of the service. It became
very much a part of it.

Then Grace went into the sacristy.
Almost immediately, she emerged
again, carrying two golden vases alive
with the white lilies and greenery
and smaller flowers. She carried them
to the altar and set one on each side,
between the cross and the candles.

They were perfectly symmetrical.
How God did that I do not know,_
How many times I have worked and

. worked on an altar guild, trying to
make two vases of flowers match,
knowing that even slight deviations
would disturb the meditation of sev-
eral almost as much as the distur-
bance that happens when the priest
gives you your communion wafer
upside down.
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Grace is not young. We found our-

selves praying that she would not fall
as she came down the steps.

With the lilies gracing the altar, a
great joy was felt throughout the
congregation. Then the door opened
again. Our faithful warden—he’s al-
ways late—came in. It opened again.
A young couple came in. The altar
had been decorated in time for their
arrival.

The service continued with a sense
of family, joy, love, accomplishment

‘If you have the
choir, hundreds
of people and a
florist, could
this happen?’

R ST N VT e T S S G SR e
and a real sense of the presence of
God.

We did remember to tell Grace af-
terward what a joy she is to us all and
to thank her for bringing the flowers.
That is when she told us about the
clock. Then we all adjourned to the
parish hall for breakfast and to talk.

Last Sunday showed me how spe-
cial and how fortunate we are at
times to be in a mission, especially
one with the depth and quality this
one has where such things can hap-
pen. True, sometimes you miss the
music of a big church. But if you have
the choir, hundreds of people and a
florist, could this happen?

This story is true. The author wishes to
remain anonymous.—Ed.
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Frank Harris Vest,
suffragan bishop of
North Carolina
since 1985, was
elected bishop co-
adjutor of Southern
Virginia on Febru-
ary 4. The diocesan
convention meeting
at Christ and St. Luke’s in Norfolk
elected Vest on the third ballot. James
Sell, archdeacon of the Diocese of New-
ark, finished second in the balloting.
A graduate of Virginia Theological
Seminary, Vest served parishes in South-
western Virginia and North Carolina
before being elected suffragan bishop
of North Carolina. He will take up his
" new work in May and serve with dioc-
esan Bishop Charles Vache until Vache’s
retirement at the end of 1991.

John Henry Smith will be consecrated
bishop of West Virginia in May. A
special convention of the diocese held
February 25 at the Charleston Civic
Center elected Smith on the 18th bal-
lot. He has been rector of Trinity Church,
Rutland, Vt., since 1974 and previously

PESPLE

served other parishes in Maine and
Washington, D.C. Smith, 49, is a grad-
uate of General Theological Seminary.

Suffragan Bishop Franklin Carr of
West Virginia and Francis H. Wade,
rector of St. Alban’s, Washington, D.C.,
were the leading contenders in the
early ballots. Smith
gained support in
the later' ballots as
neither of the two
early front-runners
received a majority.

Smith  replaces
Bishop Robert P. ju
Atkinson who re- & :
signed January 1 to become assistant
bishop of Virginia.

C. FitzSimons Allison, bishop of South
Carolina since 1982, intends to leave
his post following the election and in-
stallation of a succesor; Allison wishes
to return to a full-time ministry of ““teach-
ing, preaching and writing.”” Retired
Bishop Robert Varley of Nebraska was
appointed assistant bishop of Florida by
diocesan Frank Cerveny.

Timothy Healy, a Jesuit priest and pres-
ident of Georgetown University, will
return to his native New York City this
summer to become president of the
New York Public Library O Drew Uni-
versity, a Methodist-related school, will
be headed by Episcopalian Thomas
Kean after he finishes his second term
as governor of New Jersey next year O
Whitney Smith, a film producer in the
Episcopal Church’s Communication
unit, died March 4, aged 58.

Congratulations to Lewis Bohler, Jr.,
a priest in the Diocese of Los Angeles
who has become the first southern Cal-
ifornian to serve on the city, county and
state boards of education O Fredrik
Axel Schiotz, former president of the
Lutheran World Federation, died in Feb-
ruary, aged 87 O Lynne Coggi, well-
known for her work with persons living
with AIDS and their families, was or-
dained priest late last year in the Chapel
of Christ the Lord at the Episcopal
Church Center in New York City.

William Fagal, a Seventh-Day
Adventist minister who founded Faith
for Today, the longest-running religious
television program in America, died in
February, aged 70 O James Forbes, 53,
an American Baptist minister who is
professor of theology at New York’s
Union Theological Seminary, will be-
come senior minister of New York’s
historic Riverside Church 0 Members of
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Shreve-
port, La., will remember Leonidas Polk,
19th-century missionary bishop of the
Southwest Territory, as they celebrate
the founding of their church 150 years
ago this spring.

Michael Jones, 36, copy editor for the
Courier-Journal, has been hired as the
editor of The NEWS of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) O The South American
Missionary Society (SAMS) has elected
Thelma Killam of Wenham, Mass., and
Gary Johnson of Fairfax, Va., to its
board of trustees O Bishop William
Sanders of East Tennessee was named
Tennessee Ecumenist of the Year for
11988 O Bishop John Spong of Newark

has challenged Moral Majority leader
Jerry Falwell to a series of public de-
bates.

Woodleigh Volland, a middler at Trin-
ity Episcopal School for Ministry, and
Susan West, a student at Nashotah
House, were awarded the 1989 Allin
Fellowships for seminarians to study at
the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, Swit-
zerland; Sandra Wilson of Asbury Park,
N.., Harry Hayden of Gloversville,
N.Y., Dean William Peterson of Bexley
Hall in Rochester, N.Y., and Bishop
James Moody of Ohio received the
fellowships for clergy and bishops.

EXCNANGE

Volunteer opportunities

in Appalachia

How would you like to serve as a GED
tutor in Cincinnati, Ohio; work with
community residents to repair their
homes in central Tennessee; learn about
the coalfields of southwestern Virginia;
aid the elderly in western Maryland;
participate in a community project or-
ganized by young people in eastern
Kentucky? These are only a sampling of
the many opportunities to learn and
serve in the Appalachian region. For
more information, write to Appalachian
People’s Service Organization, Box
1007, Blacksburg, Va. 24063.

Available

St:Michael’s Church, Kingwood, W.Va.,
has an assortment of items it is willing
to share with a parish or mission that

can use them: adult and children’s |

cassocks and cottas, chasubles (some
with stoles), candlesticks and altar
linens. The United Thank Offering
helped St. Michael’s start its church,
and the congregation would like to
help another congregation in return.
Write to Mildred Lindley, 208 E. Main
St., Kingwood, W.Va. 26537.

ENGLAND
YOUR WAY

A

Self-catering flats and cot-
tages in England and Scot-
land. Rent by the week or
longer. Hundreds of choices,
‘w_. London and throughout the
~=country. All arrangements

)

made—plane, car, train. Personalized service.

Pilgrim’s Way
Box 1307 Havertown, PA 19083. (215) 649-1868.

| EPISCOPAL
CHURCH TIES

Superbly woven in England. Neckties
with Episcopal shield in full colors on
Navy or Burgundy. Finest silk blend.
An ideal gift. $19.75 including gift box
and shipping. Write today for brochure
with other designs.

CHURCH TIES

. P.O. Box 1445 - Tryon, NC 28782 - 803-457-4613

7
EPISCOPAL CHURCH /

/

S
Tie $18.50 Scarf $19.00
Boxing and Shipping Included
Navy Tie is of finest silk twill. Official Seals

with red & white stripes.
Scarfis 8" x 50" and of highest quality
silk twill. White with silk-screened bold
red stripe and shield at each end, bordered
by blue stripes.

Send Checks To:

BARNARD-MAINE LTD.
33 Mead Avenue - Cos Cob, CT 06807
(203) 869-3006

WITNESS Curriculum Samples

Outlook Book Service
PO. Box C-32071
Richmond, Virginia 23261-2071

YES, 1 would like free sample courses from the WITNESS series (each course
includes one Teacher Guide, Teacher Resource Kit, and Learner Materials).

Please send the following courses: (Check preferences i)

(] Nursery (Age 3-4)

[ Kindergarten (Age 5)

[ Primary (Grades 1-2)

[ Intermediate (Grades 3-4)

[ Preteen (Grades 5-6)
[ Junior High (Grades 7-8)
[ High School (Grades 9-10)

& Your sample order will also include a 16-page WITNESS Curriculum Guide.

Name

Church Name

Address

City/State

Phone No. (. )

Sunday School Enrollment
Date Samples Needed:
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Who’s Doing
Your Thinking?

Hopefully, you are, as a responsible
and mature Christian. But the opin-
ions you form and the decisions you
make can’t be any better than the
information supplied to you.

The best way to get the full spec-
.trum of news from worldwide An-
glicanism is to subscribe to The
Christian Challenge. This re-
spected international monthly
magazine covers it all, pleasant or
unpleasant, in both Establishment
Anglicanism and the new Continu-
ing Church.

Advances, setbacks, triumphs and
adversity—you getit all inthe Chal-
lenge. Only well informed Church
people will be able to face what’s
ahead.

For a full year, please send $20 ($25US in
Canada, $30US overseas) with your name
and address to: The Christian Challenge,
Dept. E, 1215 Independence Ave S.E.,
Washington, DC 20003.

ChristianChallenge

The Only Worldwide Voice of
Traditional Anglicanism

Thailand

Ecumenical Seminar
August 1 - 11, 1989

in cooperation with

Faculty of Theology,
PAYAP UNIVERSITY

CHIANG MAI
$579
Lectures, excursions, meetings with
local Christians, Buddhists.
Lost-cost air fares, travel opticns.

Another Unique Program from:
INTERNATIONAL SEMINARS
106 S. Fraley St. Kane, PA 16735
814/837-9178

Cloisonne Church Emblem

NECKLACE
16’ Sterling $-9-95 $8.95
18"’ Sterling $10-85.$9.95
18"’ Silverplated $—6-85 $4.95
Lapel Pin $-4-95 $2.95
Charm $4.95 $2.95
Key Holder $-3-60 $2.00
Purse $4.00 $2.00

(folded size 712"’ x.3")
gllgsPlus Postage and Handling
Order: PAN ASIA PRODUCT CO.

P.O. Box 49182
Atlanta, GA 30359

MISSION'S SAFARI

Experience God's wonders in East Africa.
+ Dynamic warmth of emerging African Church
+ Exotic beauty of African wildlife
* Hosted by a diocese * Guided by professionals
+ Meaningful and affordable
African Team Ministries
Box 115, Sierra Madre, CA 91024
Telephone: (818) 405-0843

TRAVELING ABROAD? Discounts of 10-40% also
available. Call (818) 405-0843

FREE INTRODUCTORY OFFER
Everyone in your congregation can have the
New English Bible readings in a
complimentary Bulletin insert.
Write The Propers, 555 Palisade Ave.,
Jersey City, NJ 07307-1409
or call (201) 963-8819

BED & BREAKFAST
HAWAII STYLE

, L« Experience the splendor of the Hawai-

« ian Islands without high costs and

crowds—write: AKAMAI BED &

BREAKFAST, 172 Kuumele Place, Kailua, Hawaii

96734 or call: 1-800-642-5366. 50/nt; 300/wk; 900/mo.
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An invasion of privacy

by John Shelby Spong

“You son-of-a-bitch!”

“We wanted to be present to sup-
port the man who has been so sup-
portive of us.”

Both these sentences were spoken
to me inside a church while I was
attending the funeral of my wife.
Under the influence of these words, I
contemplated how others could in-
vade the privacy of my personal emo-
tions.

I remember the public funerals of
the 1960’s: John F. Kennedy, Martin
Luther King, Jr., Robert F. Kennedy
and Dwight David Eisenhower. Each
was a media event during which the

cameras zoomed in to lay bare the
pathos and capture the actions and
the distressed countenances of the
bereaved.

More than a decade later the public
need to invade private emotions oc-
curred in new contexts. A mother
named Geraldine Ferraro and a fa-
ther named John Zaccaro were be-
sieged by reporters as they watched
their son being convicted and impris-
oned on a drug charge. Still later, a
young man named Dan Quayle, cho-
sen a candidate for vice-president,
had to defend decisions he made 20
years earlier while his motives and
patriotism were fiercely questioned.

In each of these episodes the public
figures were not allowed the privi-
lege of facing in private the personal
feelings that accompany death, pain
and crisis, nor could they even revel
privately in the joy of political suc-
cess. Every moment, every response
was to be scrutinized. Public life can
be cruel.

I often wondered how these peo-
ple felt and how they endured. After
attendihg the funeral of my wife, I
think I know.

I also am a public person—on a
different level, but public nonethe-
less. I suppose, to some degree, I
have been so since I entered the
priesthood some 36 years ago. But 13

years ago when I was consecrated an
Episcopal bishop, the public quality
of my life was dramatically increased.
Serving an urban diocese in the met-
ropolitan New York area is not a
position in which to hide from public
attention.

I have never been a quiet or regres-
sive personality. Controversy has al-
ways been a part of my professional
life. I lived in the south during the
early days of the civil rights move-
ment and identified myself with the
cause of black justice. The Ku Klux
Klan designated me “public enemy
number one in Edgecombe County,
North Carolina.”

I am also an author whose books

have appeared provocative. My pas-
sion as an author is to relate Christian
truth to the changing secular and
scientific world. Those who act as if
Christian truth can be frozen in the
“inerrant” words of an ancient book
called the Bible or in the “infallible”
utterances of a mortal who sits on the
throne of St. Peter are, in my opin-
ion, naive. When I say or write such
things, I receive the outrage of the
biblical or the ecclesiastical funda-
mentalists. They have called me “her-
etic,” “infidel,” “non-believer”” and
even “the devil incarnate”!

In my life as a bishop I have cham-
pioned the role of women in the
church and have been part of the
Episcopal majority that opened the
ranks of ordination to women. This is
for me another aspect of justice, but
those in the conservative wing of the
church have singled me out as “the
enemy—the secular modernist who
is violating sacred tradition.” Their
attacks increased my notoriety.

In recent years I have embraced te
cause of homosexuals. Encouraged
by recent medical research, I am now
convinced that homosexuality is not
evil, abnormal or deviant. I regard it
simply as a minority part of the total
spectrum of human sexuality. I be-
lieve that the love that binds together
a homosexual couple in faithful com-
mitment can be holy and life-giving
and must, therefore, be blessed by
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the church. This position is a minor-
ity position in the church, and it
elicits regularly the wrath of segments
of the majority.

During the heat of the debate on
this matter I and my point of view
were repeatedly featured by the na-
tional news media. This intense ex-
posure made me a public figure.

But I am also a private person. I
live in a network of relationships. I
do mundane things like buying gro-
ceries, having my shoes half-soled
and cutting the grass. I am a man
who has feelings and passions, who
experiences pain and pleasure. My
emotions are as real and as intense as
those of anyone else.

To one person in this world I am
simply a son. To another only a hus-
band. I am a father to three daugh-
ters, a father-in-law to two sons-in-
law and a grandfather to one
granddaughter. Periodically I am sick
and need a doctor. When I become
tired, I go to sleep. When I am lonely,
I seek out friends.

Like most people, I have times of
elation and depression, times of en-
ergy and fatigue. I know what it
means to be hurt or misunderstood,
to have my integrity questioned or
find my life caught up in conflict.
Like Jacqueline and Coretta,
Geraldine and Dan, I am a public
person who is also a private person.
When those two aspects of my life
collide, I know how that feels.

Recently my wife of 36 years died.
She had been a mental patient for 22
years and a cancer patient for almost
seven years. During that time I cared
for her as lovingly as I could. Because
of that long sickness, however, she
never appeared with me at public
events. Some who did not know the
situation whispered knowingly that
we must be having marital problems.

Eight months before her death, be-
cause I could no longer care for her
adequately, Imoved her to Richmond,
Va., where our two married daugh-
ters live and where personal atten-
tion could be more adequately pro-
vided. Then I endured whispers of a
separation or divorce.

When the cancer reoccurred and
death came, the press reported this
by saying, “Though they were not
divorced, they lived apart.” Innu-
endo without explanation. Clearly,
once again, the implication was of a
breaking or broken marriage.

At her funeral service any illusion
that I would be allowed the privacy
of my own grief disappeared.

In our religious tradition, the cus-
tom is to kneel in private prayer upon
entering the church. My family and I
were on our knees when a woman,
who had been sitting in readiness in
the back of the church, rose and came
forward. She pushed my wife’s cas-
ket aside, struck me on the shoulder
with her cane and snarled, ““You son-
of-a-bitch!”

She then walked out through the
side door of the church where the
pallbearers were gathered, saying to
anyone who wanted to listen, “I've
been wanting to tell him what I think
of him for a long time, and now I've
done it!”

Continued on next page



by Wanda Naylor

Whether an opossum is smil-
ing or snarling, friendly or not,
is difficult to tell. That is why,
when the ladies of Trinity
Church’s altar guild were deco-
rating the church and somebody
found an opossum cozily en-
sconced in a box of cloth scraps,
nobody took any action. One by
one, they peered at him from a
respectful distance, and he
looked back with an open-
mouthed, toothy stare. He
didn’t even acknowledge their
presence; he simply stared.

Ultimately, the husband of
one of the women closed the
box over his head, took it out-
side and dumped him out. He
ambled off toward the garbage

Episcopossum the First—and the last?

behind the rectory, probably to
wait until things quieted down
before going back to his nest.

After all, he knew God had
made animals of his kind long
before he made humans; and he
didn’t get to this place by giving
up in the face of the first adver-
sity. He had a right to practice
his religion any way he chose.
Besides, this was a nice place to
live—warm, quiet, a good Chris-
tian neighborhood with access
to the best garbage pails.

The members of the altar
guild, by common consent,
named him Episcopossum the
First and hoped he would also
be the last.

Wanda Naylor serves on the altar
guild at Trinity Church, Three Rivers,
Mich.

1\ EASIE

Accounting, Church Management
& Member Listing

Used by more Episcopal
Churches than any

. other software.

Invasion

Continued from previous page

To my knowledge I had never seen
this woman before and probably
never will again. A public person
runs the risk of having even the pri-
vacy of grief ripped away.

One has compensations, however,
as I learned the same day in that
same church. When the funeral was
over, I noticed the crucifer standing
by the church door. He was a man in
his early 30’s. Since this service was
on a weekday in mid-afternoon, I
assumed this man must have taken
time from his work in order to carry
the cross in the funeral procession.

I went up to him, introduced my-
self and said, “I want to thank you
for being here today. It means a great
deal to me that you would take the
time to do this.”

“Bishop,” he said, giving me his
name, “three members of today’s
choir as well as myself are members
of the Richmond Chapter of Integ-
rity.”” I recognized that as the organi-
zation for homosexual Episcopalians.
“We called the church,” he contin-
ued, “and asked how we could be of
assistance. They suggested we could
join the choir and serve as acolytes.
We wanted to be present to support
the man who has been so supportive
of us.”

Suddenly I knew the reason I and
many others are willing to endure the
exposure to an insensitive public.

If a person raises in a public arena
any of the great questions of justice,
that person will receive abuse. Most
public figures, however, are not mas-
ochistic. They do not enjoy abuse.
They rather accept it as the price for
holding out hope to the victims of
prejudice for whom that person is
privileged to speak.

Consolation comes in the realiza-
tion that when the dust settles and
the pages of history are written, the
angry defenders of intolerance will
not have made the difference. That
reward will go to those who dared to
step outside the safety of their pri-
vacy to expose and to rout the pre-
vailing prejudices. History is shaped
by those who are willing to bear the
wrath of the threatened and the inse-
cure in order to build an inclusive
and more humane society.

I have thus come to admire those
whose dedication to a cause makes
them public figures: the Jacqueline
Kennedys and Coretta Kings, the
Geraldine Ferraros and the Dan
Quayles. I appreciate those who have
allowed their private lives to be com-

promised or stolen from them by a |

public that will never quite under-
stand that beneath every public im-
age is a private person who hurts and
bleeds, laughs and grieves.

I do understand—for I have lived
in that place, and I count it one of my
life’s greatest privileges.

John Shelby Spong is bishop of Newark.

* A full function church management computer program for only $495! *
* Written just for Episcopal parishes!

* Calculates financial and member statistics for the annual report!

* Integrates fund accounting with member information and pledges!

* Incredibly easy to use!

* Comes with an instructional videotape to show you how to use it!

* Recommended by the Episcopal Church Pension Fund!

* Over 400 installations in Episcopal parishes!

* FREE 60 day evaluation — SEND NO MONEY!

*Price increase in May
4 Call or write for more information: @
Gosnell Computer Services
1331 Third Street » New Orleans, Louisiana 70130 (504) 899-2355

ne can sense a fine swatch of fabric by its
texture, color and durability.

At Fairhaven we associate “quality” with “our
way of life,” an active retirement community with
a weave all its own.

Life care at Fairhaven has a weave all its own, a care-
ful blend of services sensitive to its residents. Spacious
living accommodations range from efficiency apartments
to cottages with two bedrooms and den. Programs are
designed to offer residents cultural opportunities on and
off campus, or the serenity of Fairhaven’s 300 acre
campus.

The real fabric of Fairhaven is its ability to provide
“long term” nursing care for its residents in a modern,
fully-staffed Health Center.

Fairhaven is centrally located between Baltimore and
Washington in historic Carroll County, Maryland.

If you are interested in learning more about a “total”
life care retirement program, please write or call.

Ms. Judy Bernstein, Admissions Director, Fairhaven

7200 Third Avenue, Sykesville, MD 21784

QA:erProﬁl Corporation LN

(301) 795-8800
Sponsored by Episcopal Ministries To The Aging, Inc.

Yes, I am interested in more information.
Name
Address
City
Phone (
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A unique journal of the fascinating subject
of Christianity in Egypt.

Sample highlights:
‘Vol. 2: St Athanasius Apostolikos.
Vol. 5: Alexandrine theology.
Vol. 6: St. Gregory Theologos. Mount Sinai
Manuscripts.
Vol. 7: Modern thought. Rare books.
Vol. 8: Desert Monasticism.
Vols. 2, 3, 4, 5: $5.00 US each.
Vols. 6, 7, 8, 9: $8.50 US each.
To ordler, wgti lto
tologia Publications
PO B

Box 235, Don Mills Postal Stn.
Don Mills, Ontario, Canada M3C 2S2.

COPTOLOGIA| |

(~ Speak French &
nig llEkE A diplomar!

1
i
Comprehensive, self-instructional audio-cassette I
courses used by U.S. State Dept. Programmed =
for wasyelearning; 56 languages in all. Callor 1§
write for free catalog. 1-800-243-1234

®
| AUDIO-FORUM® 25nG427 3 frosa st

SAINTS’ TIES

‘ We sell lots of them g’u dina
In ones and hundreds
People feel good wearing them

Churches feel good about them

They promote the Church and raise funds

We want you to feel good too so act now!
In stock (Navy) Sts.Andrew,George,James,John,Luke,

Mark,Paul,Peter,Philip,All Saints,Christ Church,Trinity
& NEW EPISCOPAL TIE - See how little they cost:
13 US $14each, 4-9 $13,10-24 512, 25-49 ST Incl. mail.
Write for larger quantity discounts.

Also Custom Ties, Blazer-Tippet Badges, English
Hand Painted Shields for Churches & Colleges
Color Brochure Available
Please note our NEW ADDRESS:

THE HERALDIC COMPANY INC.

100 THE EAST MALL, UNIT 10
TORONTO ONTARIO,CANADA M8Z-5X2
TEL: (416) 252:2345 or FAX:(416)252-0443
Mt TONY DAWKINS -Mr. BRIAN POWELL

WHITE RIVER CHRISTIAN SKI AND RACE CAMP
Mt. Hood, Oregon - June & July Sessions.
Adults, Family, Youth - 8 yrs & up
Spiritually nurturing & Really fun!
Qualified coaches, counselors & teachers.
For info write: 193 1/2 N. W. Jefferson PI.

Bend, OR 97701 - (503) 382-2864 eves.

FUND RAISING OPPORTUNITY
Water—the way it used to be. Remove the chlorine,
sediments, and odors. Prevent discoloration. Allow
minerals and flourides to pass through. Bottled water
quality—3 ¢ per gallon. Profit for your organization and
a service to the residents of your community.

C.LD. Ent., 1359 Great View Lane, Fairbanks,
Alaska 99712. (907) 479-3441.

CHURCH-BELLHANGER available for all kinds of
bell work. Apprenticeship served with Whitechapel
Foundry, London. Chime and carillon maintenance.
Single bells restored for hand-tolling. English bells
hung for change ringing. Linda C. Woodford, 30 Brim-
mer St., Boston, Mass. 02108. (617) 723-9441.

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
St. Paul's Church, Columbus, Mississippi
is seeking a full time Director for Religious
Education. Send resumes lo:
St. Paul Episcopal Church
P.0.Box 465 Columbus, MS 39703-0465

&

QUALITY CHURCH SUPPLIER Wnte or

call for informaton

J% J.R.EVANS & CO

209-683-6715
Box 2083 Oakhurst, CA 93644

Personal Professional Attention
to All Your Church and Clergy Needs

A PLAN
FOR ACTIVE
WITNESS

ECM SYNOD

June 1st, 2nd & 3rd
Fort Worth, Texas

For information, write:

g

ECM
«5300 Ridglea Place
Suite 1112
Fort Worth, TX 76116

Or call:
(817) 735-1675

o
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REFLECTIBNS

Presiding bishop’s message:
Pray for Christ to use you

by Edmond L. Browning

Peter is obeying orders—not be-
cause he has to, but because he wants
to. Peter had tasted a new day with
Jesus. Then he thought he had seen
that day end, but the light of the
risen Christ was brighter than Peter
could have imagined. Peter had fal-
tered, but God in Christ had commis-
sioned him to proclaim the promised
new day for all humanity and the
whole of creation.

The manner of proclamation was
the same as Jesus’ earthly manner—
by word and deed. Jesus fed the
hungry, challenged the powerful, be-
friended the outcast, healed the poor
and the rich. And everywhere to every-
one he spoke of God'’s reign, new life,
hope and how to live.

I rejoice to see Episcopalians and
all of Christ’s people proclaiming by
word and deed today as well. In
many ways it is more critical now
than ever that we proclaim by deed.
The deeds that proclaim Jesus Christ
risen and present are deeds of costly,
self-giving love.

A congregation proclaims when it
includes all who enter its doors. A
Christian proclaims when she works
beyond what is required just because
she is serving others who need what
she does. The baptized proclaim when
they resist opinions and actions that
maintain the privileges of some and

The Coming of the Cosmic Christ
by Matthew Fox, Harper & Row, San
Francisco, Calif. (251 pp.), paperback
$14.95.

When Cardinal Ratzinger of the
Vatican’s Congregation for the Doc-
trine of the Faith silences a Roman
Catholic theologian, some people be-
gin to listen to him for the first time.
Such is the blessing Ratzinger be-
stowed on Matthew Fox last October.

The Coming of the Cosmic Christ is
Fox's latest book and presumably his
last for some time. It first depresses
and then thrills the reader.

Fox begins with a terrifying vision
of the death of mother earth, brought
about by human exploitation. But this
is more than just another tome of
gloom and doom. Fox moves quickly
into another vision, one of a resur-
rected mother earth where long-
dormant human instincts such as mys-
ticism, playfulness, universalism, the
erotic and earthy emerge to save not
only humans, but the entire cosmos.

Fox’s villains are Augustine and
the Enlightenment. His heroes are
the authors of the biblical Wisdom
literature, the medieval mystics, - «od-
ern scientists and, ultimately, Jesus
Christ: “The Cosmic Christ assures

us that nothing is trivial for nothing is
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oppress the rest.

These deeds create the moments
when we can say, “It is Jesus Christ
who feeds us. He already feeds you.
Come with us. Call him by name and
celebrate his food and his power.
Live as he lives for others.”

I pray we celebrate Easter this way.
I pray we grow in our discipleship,
self-giving and in talking more easily
of Jesus. This is the way I ask you to
pray the prayer we are praying for
the Decade of Evangelism—"Jesus
Christ, Son of God, make yourself
known through me.” Give me deeds
and words of costly self-giving. This
is a breath prayer, a prayer said si-
lently as one breathes and which
soon can become as natural as breath-
ing.

Inhale—take in Jesus Christ.

Exhale—acknowledge him Son of
God.

Inhale—pray he use you.

Exhale—open yourself to him.

Pray it many times daily. Pray it as
easily as you breathe. If you have not
been praying it, join me in it. Jesus
Christ uses our breath, our life so
that others may breathe and live in
him as well. New life is not in the
breath of greed, of lust and of vio-
lence. New life is in the breath of
sharing, of cherishing and of peace-
making. Jesus Christ is the breath of
life.

Alleluia, Alleluia.

unconnected to the whole. All is a
source of awe, wonder, wisdom and
the presence of the divine. All is
revelation; all is unfinished. . . .” The
booming voice of Teilhard de Chardin
is heard in the background.

While I cannot join Fox in casting
stones at Augustine and making light
of individual sin and redemption, I
am grateful to him for bursting open
several of the tiny and comfortable
categories in which I sometimes com-
press reality. Thank you, Matthew
Fox. Thank you, Cardinal Ratzinger.

—Richard H. Schmidt

A Feast of Families by Virginia Stem
Owens, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, Mich.
(143 pp.), paperback $6.95.

This book is a meditation or series
of meditations hinging on the author’s
life and family history. Asked by a
friend what gift she would choose to
bestow upon her children, she re-
sponded, “I want them to fulfill their
destinies.” Then she found herself
thinking about that reply.

She thought about the responsibil-
ity of parents, of families, to pass on
to their children their faith and tradi-
tion in ways that allow the children
to find who they are and to make
Continued on next page



Church in China: once dying,
it has flowered to new life

by K. H. Ting

The Cultural Revolution in China
in the 1960’s was a period of catastro-
phe and turmoil. Christians and oth-
ers became targets for attack and ha-
rassment. All our churches were
closed; Bibles and other books were
taken away. Many of us were driven
from our houses. The Red Guards
destroyed 90 percent of the library of
our Nanjing Seminary and occupied
the school.

We wondered why God permitted
this to happen to us. Some left the
Christian fold. A few publicly de-
nounced the faith. Most Christians
were preserved by God’s love and
met in homes in obedience to the
teaching in the epistle to the He-
brews that we should not cease to
meet.

We were like Job who in the midst
of his suffering cried out, “I know
that my redeemer lives,” but did not
understand why he should suffer.
Pent-up feelings in those days were
deep and intense.

Since the end of the Cultural Rev-
olution, religion is free again.
Churches are being reopened and
built for the Protestants at the rate of
one per day so that today we have
over 4,000 church buildings for pub-
lic worship, with tens of thousands
of groups of Christians meeting in
homes. Protestant theological train-
ing centers exist now in 12 cities.

One New Testament word has be-
come full of meaning to Chinese
Christians: resurrection. AndtheRisen
Christ is the one name for Jesus which
occupies the highest place in the faith
of the Chinese church.

Our experience tells us as nothing
else can that when we are weak and
dying, life will come to us. Strength
is found in weakness, life in dying.

At the end of the Cultural Revolu-

tion when Christians could again meet
openly, rather than commiserating or
trumpeting about having borne suf-
fering, we reminded each other to be
humble and thankful to God that he
considered us worthy to suffer a little
for the name of Jesus Christ.

To have experienced dying and ris-
ing again in our personal lives and in
the life of the church and nation has
led us to see resurrection as the way
God carries on his work. It is how the
world is sustained and governed. It
helps us see the necessity and natu-
ralness of Christ’s suffering before
entering his glory. We are reminded
of Christ's own words: “When a
woman is in travail, she has sorrow
because her hour has come; but when
she is delivered of the child, she no
longer remembers the anguish for joy
that a child is born into the world.”
(John 16:21)

The resurrection truth—strength in
weakness and life through dying—
has evangelistic power. A student of
Taoism told me this is exactly what
Chinese Taoists have been groping
after. :

Chinese Christians did not suffer
in vain. Because we suffered with the
intellectuals and others during the
Cultural Revolution, we have won
sympathy and better rapport with
the people. This is important for
Christian witness and church-
building.

The resurrection truth is an old
Christian truth. T. S. Eliot put it so
well when he said, “The end of all
our exploring will be to arrive where
we started,/ And to know the place as
if for the first time.” It is good to
know the Risen Christ as if for the
first time.

K. H. Ting is a bishop in the Anglican
Church in China and president of the China
Christian Council.

their own choices about that tradi-
tion.

Reflecting on her life and the lives
of her family, Owens introduces us
to some wonderful characters, such
as her grandmother, ““a great believer
in wifely submission, . . .being mar-

ried to a stubborn man gives more
scope for exercising this virtue.”

The book’s cover features a com-
ment from Madeleine L’Engle, and it
is of L’Engle’s non-fiction works that
this book most reminds me—in style,
in content, even in the eclectic theol-
ogy and the willingness to examine,

question, and search for truth.

—Nancy J. Cassel

Easter by Jan Pienkowski, Alfred A.
Knopf, New York, N.Y. (36 pp.), $18.95.

Pienkowski’s Easter is a visually
stunning rendition of the Easter story.
The large, black silhouetted scenes
set against colored backgrounds and
the small vignettes combining silhou-
ettes with the twined vines edged in

.gold that travel across two-page
gr spreads eloquently tell the Jesus story
- from the hosannas of Palm Sunday to

the meeting with Doubting Thomas.

The text is from the King James Bible. -

The interpretation is Pienkowski’s
own. Superb.
—A. Margaret Landis

Richard H. Schmidt is managing editor of
The Episcopalian. Nancy ). Cassel is librar-
ian at St. Andrew’s Church, State College,
Pa. A. Margaret Landis is assistant manag-
ing editor of The Episcopalian.

le  SHALEM CATHEDRAL RESIDENCIES
YN 1989-1991 An Independent Living
Extansion Retirement Community
Programs
O il 9

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION

Ecumenical, part-time, available for clergy, religious,
counselors, laity who want support and deepening in
their ministries of spiritual guidance with individuals and
groups. Graduate credit from Washington Theological
Union optional. Special emphasis given to contempla-
tive traditions. Both programs include two 11-day resi-
dencies in Washington as well as monitored work in
your own locale. Residencies for one of the pmﬁrams
will be in the winter; for the other program they will be in
the summer.
Staffincludes Tilden Edwards, Gerald May, Rose Mary
Dougherty, Shaun McCarty and others.
Application deadlines: May 15, 1989 (Winter Residency)
September 1, 1989 (Summer Residency)
Shalem Institute for Spiritual Formation,
Mount St. Alban, Washington, DC 20016
202-966-7050
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AFFORDABLE 1 BEDROOM & EFFICIENCY APARTMENTS

+ Close to churches, banks & shopping

« Ful| range of social activities and outings

+ Small pets welcome * 24 hour security

+ Rental assistance available for qualified tenants|:

For Information Call (904) 356-5507 Ext. 458

601 Newnan St, Jacksonville, FL 32202

Sponsored by St. John's Episcopal Cathedral

HALLELUJAH!

ing the
EPISCOCATS
and friends

Cat Lovers, Rejoice!

An all new
EPISCOCAT book is
off the press...

They’ve done it again! Those whimsical, wonderful
Episcocats are at their best in this all new edition. Over one
hundred appealing photos with observations on the lighter
side of church life that could come only from these wise,
sometimes slightly irreverent, feline friends.

$6.50 (add $2.00 for overseas postage)
ORDER TODAY for yourself. . . and friends!

EPISCOCAT BOOKS
Box 1379 William Penn Annex
Philadelphia, PA 19105-1379

Please send copies of “HALLELUJAH”

$6.50 each (includes U.S. postage and handling)
Add $2 per book for overseas postage

PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY ORDER

Name

Address

City State Zip N\
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Unforgettable
Learning Experience
In England.

&] Spend two or four
74| summer weeks
in residence at
Cambridge
University.
Choose from a dozen courses
in English history, literature,
architecture, fine arts, interior
design, anthropology, and
current affairs. British university
faculty will lecture and lead
field trips. Additional courses in
France and Scotland.

Call (512) 471-3124 for
catalog or write UT/Cambridge,
Dept. EP, University of Texas at
Austin, P.O. Box 7879, Austin,
TX 78713-7879.

Clergy and

Choir Outfitting

Stained Glass
Woodwork and
Metalcraft
Embroideries
and Hangings

J. WIPPELL and COMPANY LTD.

1 Mill St. - PO Box 468, Branchville, NJ 07826
Phone: (201) 948-2134/2144
% GIFT IDEA FROM
ST. MARK'S PRESS

Spiral-bound Lectionary and Lector’s

Guide priced at $19.95 plus postage &

handling.

Perfect-Bound A Lector’s Guide only

$12.00.

Perfect-bound Lectionary only $12.00

Spiral-bound Lectionary only $14.00.
Quantity Discounts Available

For information, or to place your order

call
TOLL FREE 1-800-365-0439
VISA/MASTERCARD accepted

ST. MARK’S PRESS
2040 WESTRIDGE DRIVE
WICHITA, KS 67203

FANTASTIC
GRADUATION

CARTOONS!

80 original cartoons by Bill McLemore
for personal enjoyment or parish news-
letters. Send $4.75 ea. to Cartoon Book,
P.O. Box 3319, Phenix City, AL 36868.
(Please add shipping costs: $1.00 single
book, 25 cents each additional.)

Money For Your Treasury
OVER 2 MILLION

NV Sunflower Dishcloths
\\&\m (7. WERE SOLD LAST YEAR BY MEMBERS

- S %’. OF GROUPS, SOCIETIES, CLUBS, ETC.
=

=

“—BMMIE— THEY ENABLE YOU TO EARN MONEY
7" FuR YOUR TREASURY AND MAKE
QN FRIENDS FOR YOUR ORGANIZATION

v SAMPLE FREE TO OFFICIAL
SANGAMON MILLS, INC., Cohoes, N.Y. 12047
Established 1915 -

lINTEGRITY, Inc.

Gay and Lesbian
Ministries
write: Box 19561
Washington, DC
20035-0561
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Beyond grieving is the resurrection

by Kenneth L. Gibble

What do you do when someone
you love dies? You grieve. At least
that’s what you do if you can.

What do we grieve over when
someone we love dies? We say loss
causes us to grieve, and that is true
enough. But usually we mean our
loss. What we grieve over is our-
selves and the sense of lostness and
helplessness and loneliness we feel.
In a way, we are mourning our own
death, that ultimate separation from
everything and everyone we have
loved.

What about our Lord’s disciples?
How did they react when the one
they loved died?

The Gospels of Mark and Matthew

record that angels instructed the -

women who found the empty tomb
to tell the disciples the risen Lord
would appear to them in Galilee.
Why did the disciples go to Galilee?

Most likely they dismissed the
women’s story as wishful thinking.

Still, they had nothing better to do.
Why not leave this wretched Jeru-
salem, this hellhole of a city which
had swallowed up their master and
all their dreams along with him? Go
back to Galilee. Go back home. And
try to forget. i

So they went. And if in their going
they carried deep in their hearts the
seed of an incredible hope, they also
carried something else: fear.

If Jesus were alive, then all their
failings were alive as well! And if the
disciples went to Galilee in hope of
meeting their risen Lord, they went
also with an opposite hope—that the
whole thing would just go away: the
broken dreams, the vivid memories,
the haunting awareness of their own
failures. Let them all die as he had
died.

Faulting such a lack of courage in
the disciples is easy but dishonest.
You and Iresistthe resurrection much
the same as they did. We prefer se-
lective amnesia over resurrection.
We'd rather pretend that the pain of
past disappointments and betrayals
and failures never happened.

Maybe not doubt, but fear makes
so many people resist the resurrec-
tion. Few of us like to be reminded of
our mistakes, our faulty judgment,
our sin. We prefer to .say, “What's
done is done,” “Let sleeping dogs
lie,”” “That’s water over the dam.”
Resurrection means we can’t say that
any more. A risen Lord means we
must meet him again with all the
dark places of our living exposed to
his relentless light.

And so Simon Peter said, “I am
going fishing.” Can we blame him?
Going fishing, for Peter, was a way of
going back to the way life had been
before the man from Nazareth said,
“Follow me,” back to the way life
was before he believed Jesus was the
promised messiah and before his
promise to Jesus, “I will die with
you,” had been revealed as patheti-
cally empty boasting.

“I am going fishing,” said Peter.
And we say it with him whenever the
flimsy structure of our own lives
threatens to come crashing down
around our ears. It's what we say

whenever we want to make ourselves
forget that every precious thing we’ve
ever known has been shattered, one
way or the other. We say, “l am
going shopping,” or “I am going to
the office,” or “I am going out to
mow the lawn,” in the hope that the
old routines will absorb our sorrow,
our fear, our memories of failure.

So Peter goes fishing, and the oth-
ers go with him. They fish all night
and catch nothing. Not that it mat-
ters. It isn’t fish they want, it is the
fishing. But then, just as dawn is
about to break, they see a man stand-
ing on the beach. He is the Lord, and
after they struggle to shore, he gives
them bread and fish to eat. And he is
restored to them.

Then he turns to face Peter, and
the disciple learns what resurrection
means. Three times Jesus asks him,
“Do you love me?” Three times Peter
says, “Yes, Lord, you know that I
love you.” Three times, as many times
as Peter had denied his Lord. Peter
learns that resurrection means con-
fronting his failures and fears. But he
learns that it also means those fail-
ures and fears need not be the last
word. The last word is forgiveness,
new life. Resurrection means that
grief and fear give way to joy.

A few years ago I went to visit my
mother, a visit I dreaded because her
mind was slipping badly because of
Alzheimer’s disease.

Why was I crying? For all the rea-
sons people cry, I guess. And be-
cause I knew somehow that in a few
months Mother would no longer rec-

ni
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ognize any of us. I wept because I
was beginning to know what it’s like
to be the last generation. I wept be-
cause when someone you love dies,
you grieve.

But out of such a time, and others
like it, something is being offered—
beyond the grieving—if only we can
receive it. It's a gift called resurrec-
tion, and the giver is God.

I look forward to a time, beyond
time, when my mother will know us
again, when I will see and hear her
laugh the way she used to, when I
will feel again the scrape of my father’s
five-o’clock-shadow whiskers on my
cheek. Some might call this self-
delusion or religious sentimentality
or wishful thinking. And they could
be right about that.

And-they might object that things
like laughter and the touch of one
cheek on another are too earthy, not
spiritual enough for sound theology.
And this, too, may be so. But I take
comfort in the gospel’s account of
the risen Jesus doing earthy things
like having a fish fry on the seashore
for his friends. And I remember with
joy how Jesus enabled Peter to deal
redemptively with the betrayal that
could have destroyed that disciple.

Resurrection faith isn’t something
we receive because we are good or
smart or deserving. It's a gift given
for no earthly reason, no reason at
all, except that which abides in the
heart of the God who loves us. And
that’s reason enough.

Kenneth L. Gibble is a free-lance writer
who lives in Arlington, Va.
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halleLujah BReakdewn

‘Animals can teach us how to

hear the call more clearly’

by Christine Dubois

My friend Don is having another
vocational crisis. This happens every
year around his birthday. He becomes
depressed, second-guesses every de-
cision he ever made, says his life is
going nowhere and he should have
accomplished more by now.

He’s not alone. All my friends—
the ones with good jobs and the ones
who are unemployed, the ones whose
lives are going well and the ones
whose lives are a mess—go through
the same thing. Some days everyone
I know—including me—seems to be
worrying about whether he/she is

doing the right thing with his/her
life.

One of those spells led me to vol-
unteer at the zoo. Seattle’s zoo, with
its beautiful natural habitats, has al-
ways been one of my favorite places,
but I had never found the time to
volunteer. Last fall I began training to
be a docent, a zoo volunteer who
leads tours and speaks to school
groups.

We had weekly lectures from keep-
ers, some of whom turned out to be
as interesting as the animals they
cared for. Once a month we toured

the grounds, going behind the scenes
to pet armadillos, peer over the tops
of bear dens and come face-to-face
with giraffes and elephants.

The zoo was like an extended fam-
ily that loves to repeat favorite sto-
ries. We heard about the day Towan,
the male ‘orangutan, took apart the
keeper’s radio and then put it back
together. The time the squirrel mon-
keys jumped off Monkey Island and
had to be chased through the neigh-
borhood. And the day the meercat, a
small desert animal that looks like a
prairie dog, wandered into a nearby
feline den and was rescued by a
keeper in the nick of time.

We saw how the different animals
are adapted to specific life styles and
habitats. How differences in beaks'
and teeth and eyes and feet help
insure their survival.

The more I learned, the more I
came to appreciate the unself-
conscious beauty of the animals. From
the two-toed sloth that hangs upside
down in the tropical forest to the
zebra that grazes on the African
plains, each one is perfectly suited to
the life it lives.

I thought about the energy we hu-
mans put into vocational and life-
style decisions. The false starts, de-
tours and confusion. You don’t see
hippos trying to eat the leaves off
treetops like giraffes or snakes trying
to fly like birds. They just seem to
know what is right.

God gives all his creatures what
they need to live the life they’re called
to live. The animals can teach us how
to hear that call a bit more clearly.

When I finish my training, the first
thing I'll do is take Don on a tour of
the zoo.

Christine Dubois, a Seattle-based free-lance

writer, contributes regularly to The Episco-
palian.

by Frederick Quinn

The rector of a downtown parish
was recovering from surgery and
asked me to take Easter communions
to shut-in parishioners. Early Satur-
day morning I began visiting nursing
homes in northwest Washington.

First I saw an elderly woman, a
leader in the congregation for three
decades. The strong lines of her fore-
head and cheekbones showed a se-
rene presence at war with the yel-
lowed, waxen skin stretched over
them. Near death, her lively eyes
darted about as I read the full eucha-
ristic prayer from the older commun-
ion rite. Somehow, the high language
of our culture lifted us both beyond
the nursing home. I did not want to
shorten the service and momentarily
wished it could last longer, but we
both know it couldn’t or needn’t.

I could hardly get the words out in
the second visit. The nursing home
was steam-heated by boilers that
could have driven the QEII. My host,
a long-retired colonel, leapt impul-
sively from his chair at increasingly

‘Christ the Tiger, pray for me’

shortintervals, loudly asking if | knew
his son. My voice dropped; I kept the
portable communion kit from being
knocked over and ended the service
after a decent interval.

The third call was to a place named
something like “The Georgetown
Home for Aged and Indigent
Women.” A resident gathered three
neighbors, all carefully dressed in
spring finery. We celebrated the East-
er communion and followed it with
tea and cookies she had carefully
made for the visit.

Now past noon, I wove slowly
through Saturday suburban traffic to
pick up my teenaged daughter and a
friend for a circus matinee across
town.

We left the brilliant sunlight to en-
ter the darkened armory. The grand
parade, flashing lights and the ring-

master’s quick banter disoriented me.
The change of scene was too sudden.
What did this new ritual, with its
own beginning, middle and end, have
to do with the cosmic drama enacted
outside where we were someplace
between Good Friday’s darkness and

Easter’s dawn?

The first act ended. Animals, acro-
bats and clowns from three rings
pointed to the center ring. Drumrolls
and spotlights and snapping of the
ringmaster’s whip.

About hill high in the ring was a
slowly turning mirrored globe. On
top stood a drugged tiger. At the
cracking of the whip it stretched as
upright as a four-legged creature can,
extended its paws as if on a cross,
straddling the spangled world. The
ball turned slowly; the obviously se-
dated creature kept its balance and
dignity.

The words of the Good Friday serv-
ice returned through the whooped-
up applause and the band’s metallic
arpeggio: “If I be lifted up, I will
draw all men unto me.”

“Christ the Tiger, pray for me,” I
thought as the majestic animal de-
scended from the globe and strode
purposefully toward the dark be-
yond.

Frederick Quinn is a priest who lives in
Chevy Chase, Md.
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[TRINITY JOURNEY PROGRAM 1989

The American Way of Religion - Amish Country & Colonial |-
Williamsburg, May 1- 6
General Seminary, Guest Lecturer

Russian Orthodox Monasticism - New Valamo (Finland)
and Nine Monasteries and Convents in the USSR, June 2-18,
The Rev. Dr. William B. Green, Episcopal Seminary of the
Southwest, Guest Lecturer

Journeying with Julian - Seminars on the Showings of
Dame Julian in Norwich, England and Visits in the Norfolk
Area, July 31 - August 11 - Dr. Elisabeth J. Koenig, General
Seminary, Guest Lecturer

Russia 1000 - Ecumenical Encounter with the Russian
Orthodox Church in Leningrad, Moscow & Odessa, August 21
- September 3 - The Rev. James C. McReynolds, Director,
Trinity Journey Program

For free brochure call the Christian Education Office (212) 602-0755

Trinity Journey Program
Parish of Trinity Church
74 Trinity Place, New York, NY 10006
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- The Rev. Dr. W. Roland Foster,

CALVERT
SOCIAL
INVESTMENT
FUND

For

People
Who

Care How,

How
Much.

Calvert
Group

alues are behind every decision you make.

That includes the decisions you make for your
investments. Have you thought about what your
dollars are supporting and what you can do to keep
them consistent with your beliefs?

Calvert Social Investment Fund lets you reflect
your values in your investment portfolio. The Fund
actively seeks to invest in companies which it
believes contribute to a healthy, peaceful, produc-
tive world, while avoiding companies that do
business in or with South Africa or that produce
nuclear power or weapons systems.

Don’t leave your values and investments in con-

AS Well AS flict any longer. Write or call for a free prospectus.

Be ready to read it carefully before you invest.
Write Mr. Leau Clarke, I.C.
6437 Clearview Street
Philadelphia, PA 19119
or call
1-215-963-3870.

Distributor Calvert Securities, Bethesda, Maryland
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Dear Dr. Church:

Was anyone else bemused by your
answer to “Baffled” in the January
issue? She (he?) chided you for not
remembering that many clergy are
women and should not be called
“Father.” You, in response, advised

that we “eschew all honorifics.” Why

don’t you practice what you preach?

Why do you cling to “Doctor?”” On a

positive note, why don’t we borrow

the title “Pastor” from the
Lutherans?

The Rev. Dr. Dave,

Professor Emeritus

Dear Dr. Dave:

I am surprised at you. Surely a
Professor Emeritus knows the distinc-
tion between a title given to desig-
nate rank or achievement like
“Doctor’” or “Professor” and an
honorific adjective like “Reverend”
or “Honorable.” “Professor”’ or
“Bishop” or “Senator”” designates an
earned office or function. ““Reverend”’
presumes a character worthy of re-

spect, which may or may not be true.
I have no hesitation in addressing
you as “Dr. Dave” for I assume your
doctorate is not self-granted. Since I
don’t know if you are worthy of
reverence, I do not apply “The Rev.”

Why do I cling to “Doctor”? The
plain fact is I and my brother, Dr.
Science, are in a special category. As
he explains, “My name is Dr. Sci-
ence. [ do not have a doctoral degree.
‘Doctor’ is my first name. When doc-
tors tell you to call them ‘doctor,’
they are being cold and aloof. When I
tell you to call me ‘Doctor,” I'm just
being friendly.”

When I came along my parents
gave me Christian names with the
initials “D” and “R.” In kindergarten

I was called “Dee-ahr.”

When I got to third grade, my
teacher changed it to “Doctor” be-
cause I was so bright. That has stuck.

As to “Pastor;” the sad fact is we
have no form of address that can fit
all the roles clergy take on. “Pastor”
is fine for those who are pastors, but
not all clergy fill or fit that role.
“Doctor” is okay if a doctorate has
been bestowed. But why not plain
“Mr.” as in England 100 years ago or
on the continent today? Or “Ms.””?
Or even, heaven help us, the Chris-
tian name? What say, Dave?

Familiarly,
Dr. Church

Dr. Church is a bishop of the Episcopal
Church who prefers to remain anonymous.
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week summer session.
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School

Malvern, PA 19355
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daughter Melissa’s experience
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Independent college preparatory ® Boarding and day, grades 7-12

for more information, write or call

THE STONY BROOK SCHOOL
Stony Brook, New York 11790
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In spring a young man’s fancy
turns to runs, hits and errors

by Richard H. Schmidt
Managing Editor

I'd say I have a fairly good sense of humor. I can laugh
at lots of things—jokes, unlikely situations, theological
squabbles, silly church customs and often at myself. But
I must draw the line somewhere. Surely there is some-
thing in life which is too sacred and serious for joking.
And of course there is—baseball.

Thank heaven spring is finally here! I don’t give a hoot
about robins, planting a garden, Easter eggs, going on
picnics, puppy love, pretty new outfits or anything else
associated with springtime except for one thing—Open-
ing Day. The five months of deprivation between October
and April are only made bearable by the assurance that
the words, ““Play ball!”” will again be heard in the land.

I realize some people do not regard fall and winter as
a time of deprivation. Football, they say, is all the sport
one needs when the weather turns cold. I look with pity
and perplexity upon those who regard a good sporting
event as one in which men run up and down the field
bumping into one another. I agree with a friend of mine
who describes football as “the worst of the worlds of
morals and business, being systematic violence punctu-
ated by committee meetings.”

But baseball is another matter. It is a leisurely and
savory thing, like a snifter of brandy after dinner. No one
complains because Steve Sax brings everything to a
standstill just to rub his hands in the dirt or because
Sparky Anderson meanders to the mound to give his bull
pen extra time. There are moments at a baseball game
when a man can go buy a red hot and reasonably expect
the game to be at the same point when he returns to his
seat as it was when he left.

This ambling pace is peculiar to baseball among the
major sports. Only golf approaches it. Something doesn’t
have to be happening all the time. Moments of stillness
are part of what I go to the ball park for, and if they speed

up the game, they’ll ruin it. e

More of life should be that way. How can we consider
the lilies of the field if we never pause to look at one?
How can we “be still and know that I am God” if we
never turn our engines off? How can we love our neigh-
bor if we don’t take time to know our neighbor?

Baseball also has a certain sameness from year to year.
Managers may come and go like the grass that withers
when the breath of the Lord blows upon it, and the grass
itself may be changed to carpet. But even so, the game
remains the same. The pitcher still stares at the catcher. A
line drive is still sharp and crisp. The vines still grow at
Wrigley and the Monster still stands at Fenway. Some
things about the game don’t change. That’s the way it
was in the beginning, is now and will be forever.

The church is like that too. Liturgies, traditions,
altars, pews, clergy and parishioners come and go. But
Christ remains. The sacraments remain. The faith and
fellowship remain. All that matters remains.

Baseball is also a game of rules. It has a rule to cover
every conceivable situation, and the rules don’t change.
This makes baseball a welcome relief from the rest of life
where the rules are often not clear and frequently change.

Even God doesn’t pay much attention to rules any-
more. He tried that once, and we ignored the rules so he
took a different approach—exit rules, enter faith; exit
merit, enter grace. That’s all to our benefit, and we
should be grateful to God for taking the new approach.

But I still feel a certain security when I have a rule to
cover everything. A batted ball is either fair or foul; a
runner is either safe or out. No amount of theological
disputation or clever biblical exegesis will change it.
Things are as they are, and insoluble mysteries don’t
enter in. It’s nice that at least one place is left where they
don't.

So just take me out to the ball game, friends. Let’s find
us a few seats in the bleachers, and I don’t care if I never
get back.

VIEW Eﬂlnt

Use the 1928 Book of Common Prayer!?
Give it the Young People Test

by Harry G. Toland,
Associate Editor

If you're serious about the notion of allowing use of the
1928 Book of Common Prayer in services, you owe it to
yourself to give it the YP Test (young people, that is).

We're not talking theology or liturgy here. I'm not
equipped for those debates. But almost anybody can deal
with comprehension.

To help with the YP Test, I enlisted my 12V2-year-old
granddaughter, Alexis. “Can you help me with my
homework, Al?”” I asked her. She kindly assented. Let me
tell you here that Alexis is a confirmed Episcopalian, has
done considerable acolyte duty and is one bright kid.

I ran by her some phrases from the 1928 Prayer Book
and asked her what they meant to her:

““. . .For thy late mercies vouchsafed unto them. . . .”” She
shook her head; “vouchsafed”” had her buffaloed. “Well,
it means sort of to promise,” I told her. Wrong. The
dictionary says, “be gracious enough to give or grant.”

““. . .Bless the labors of the husbandman. . . .”” “Is that the
wives asking a blessing?” she asked. Husbandman is
antique for farmer, I explained.

““. . .Restrain those immoderate rains wherewith thou hast
afflicted us.” “Asking God to stop the rain?” she asked.

Right on.

. . .Deliver us, we beseech thee, in our several callings,
from the service of mammon. . . .” Mammon meant nothing
to her, and she thought callings meant signs.

““. . .That thou wouldest be pleased to direct and prosper all
their consultations. . . .” “Something about a meeting?”
she asked. Sort of, I said.

O.K., what’s the point of the YP Test? I can hear
objections: If young people hear these Elizabethan opac-
ities long enough, they (even as their elders did) will get
the gist of them. And couldn’t words be found in the 1979
Prayer Book over which a kid would likely stumble?

The answer is “Yes” to both. But the point is: Shouldn’t
we make this basic book of our faith as available as
possible to all people, especially to the young entering
the church?

The 1979 book, especially Rite II, does that. When I
was young, kids attended church as a matter of course.
You can’t count on that anymore. If you throw a language
barrier in the face of kids today, the likelihood is they
won’t stay around to get the hang of it.

At home I have an ancestor’s Prayer Book, printed in
1835 in Oxford. One of its prayers asks God’s blessing on
King William, another on Queen Adelaide. Except for
nomenclature like that, its wording is almost identical to
that of the American Prayer Book of 1928.

Would anyone seriously ask Alexis and her friends to
worship in language more than a century and a half old?
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Clearing the record
on Barbara Harris

We hope this will be our last editorial for a
while on Barbara Harris. Bishop Harris, controver-
sial though she is, should be allowed to get on
with her work in Massachusetts with the spotlight
dimmed.

From the outpouring of mail on her election
and consecration, however, we can see that some
misunderstandings about her need clearing up.

Before we try to do that, let us explain that we will .

not deal with her status as a woman bishop, which
is a central problem for some Episcopalians.

Education—Some believe her lack of college
degree and theological seminary education is a
violation of the church’s canons for a priest or
bishop. Not so. Other bishops and priests have
similar educational backgrounds. After course work
in Bible and theology at Villanova University, she
passed the CLEP exam (College Level Examination
Program), demonstrating the equivalent of a col-
lege education. She passed her General Ordination
Exams in all seven subject areas required by canon
—scripture, church history, theology, ethics, con-
temporary society, liturgics and the theory and
practice of ministry—on her first try. These are the
only academic credentials required by canon for a
priest or bishop.

Divorce—Harris was married in 1960 and di-
vorced three years later. Court records indicate she
was the innocent party. She has not remarried and
is far from the only priest or bishop who has been
divorced.

Pastoral experience—Harris’ nine years of or-
dained ministry include four years as a chaplain in
the Philadelphia prison system and stints as in-
terim rector at two Philadelphia-area churches.

SEREERRRRRR
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She has been commended by persons knowledge-
able about her work in all three ministries. The
church has no canonical requirement that bishops
must have been rectors of large parishes.

Political positions—As executive director of
the Episcopal Church Publishing Co. (not directly
affiliated with the church) and regular columnist in
ECPC’s The Witness, Harris backed justice for black
South Africans and other oppressed people, civil
rights and the rights of women and homosexuals,
and ordination of homosexuals. You may not agree
with every one of those positions—we agree with
most—but the right, even the obligation, of pro-

phetic utterance by priests is established beyond
question. And the Diocese of Massachusetts clearly
felt more in agreement than otherwise with her
positions.

Barbara Harris may or may not be your dish of
tea as a bishop. However you come out on that
question, the best course is: Pray for her.

Final thought on the Harris consecration: We
lament the booing and hissing that broke out
when two people spoke—at the prescribed mo-
ment in the rite—against the consecration. That
response bespeaks intolerance for individuals’ free-
dom of thought and speech that hardly fits with
Harris’ own support of such rights.

YOUR VIEWS

Elevation of Harris
was black tokenism

As a 28-year-old black Ameri-
can and Anglican (Episcopa-
lian), I am extremely insulted
at the choice of Anglicanism'’s
first female bishop.

I have no idea how a per-
son with no formal educa-
tion, either graduate or un-
dergraduate, could be
considered for holy orders.
Ms. Harris fails to have even
a theological education or de-
gree. The Episcopal Church
has canons governing the ed-
ucation needed by all candi-
dates for holy orders.

Are holy orders going to be
reduced to a popularity con-
test? More important—if the
church is attempting to make
a statement to her black com-
munity, it’s a poor one. It
seems to me an insult and
considered tokenism in its
worst form.

Edward D. Robinson
Orange, NJ

Booing is deplored

at Harris service

Supporters and opponents
alike were appalled at the TV
clips of the [Barbara] Harris
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consecration, showing that
vast congregation hissing and
booing the priest and layman
who, at the place allowed for
it in the service, voiced their
dissent with notable dignity
and civility—dissent that
was neither racist nor sexist.
Father Cupit’s objection
was for theological reasons of
conscience, Mr. Jamison’s
because of Harris” educational
and pastoral deficiencies and
her extreme radical orienta-
tion. Instead of the courtesy
and respect enjoined at
Lambeth, such behavior was
one more indication of the
radicals’ utter contempt for
the traditionalists” position,
and it will only deepen the
polarization already caused
by the Harris election.
Dorothy M. Parker
Washington, DC

Harris consecration
is ‘blossoming flower’
The consecration of Barbara
C. Harris represents to me a
blossoming flower from a
seed planted a number of
years ago.

Some 22 years ago while
serving as a priest in the Dio-

cese of Southern Ohio I sub-
mitted a resolution to memo-
rialize General Convention
that the priesthood be
opened to women. The reso-
lution passed without debate
or fanfare, a credit to the del-
egates in Southern Ohio. Re-

‘grettably the resolution failed

at the next General Conven-
tion. It went on to be
approved at the following
convention.

For me the Episcopal
Church’s ordained ministry
became complete on Febru-
ary 11, the fulfillment of the
belief that before Christ all
sisters and brothers are equal.

The Rev. Jack C. Burton
Edgartown, MA

Elected out of fear?

My very real concern is over
the flagrant disregard for
those qualities and qualifica-
tions by which bishops have
heretofore been measured. I
believe that some bishops
who cravenly voted for
[Barbara Harris] from the fear
that their negative vote might
be construed as a vote
against gender or race have
thereby reduced the House of

So we may print the largest number possible, all letters are
subject to condensation, but we welcome readers’ comments.

Bishops to its lowest common
denominator, Barbara Harris.
Donald C. Foster

El Paso, TX

Ollie North is an
‘unrepentant sinner’

Have we become so morally
and ethically impoverished as

" a church and as a nation that

The Episcopalian can run a
blithe cover story on Ollie
North’s parish (February) and
miss completely the real sig-
nificance of the story?

For several years Ollie
North ran a covert operation
from the White House. Its
purpose? To supply weapons,
illegally, to the Contras. Does
anyone at Church of the
Apostles or The Episcopalian
realize that the Contras mur-
der innocent dvﬂiﬁns? That
because of our policies to-
ward Nicaragua the people
there lack basic medical and
nutritional needs?

Ollie North supports the
murder of innocent people in
Nicaragua. Some parishioners
at Church of the Apostles say
they “hate the sin but love
the sinner.” Why? The
church teaches that for a

Copyright 2024. Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society. Permission required for reuse and publication.

sinner to be forgiven, he or
she must first repent. But
North is unrepentant. Worse,
he arrogantly struts his lack
of repentance for all to see.
God is not mocked and re-
quires justice. When will we?
The Rev. Tim Vivian
New Haven, CT

The Spirit lives at
Church of the Apostles

Glory. Thanks for the article
on Church of the Apostles in
Fairfax, Va. Several times I've
sat in our [Episcopal] meeting
houses where God'’s spirit
poured through the roof, but
clergy quickly and effectively
put up a layer of plastic and
props to keep it off the heads
of the laity. Good news to
hear somewhere some got
through.

Bill Thurman

Asheville, NC

‘How can you condone
killing the innocent?’

Ollie North’s church (Febru-
ary) is a church of 50-50
giving, with cells of enthusi-
astic sharers in Christ-like
love in Jamaica and in Wash-
ington, D.C.
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Pro and Con responses on using the 1928 Prayer Book

In the February issue, a column by Managing Editor
Richard H. Schmidt titled, ““What's so awful about the
1928 Prayer Book?” set off waves of response from
readers, pro and con. Because of the outpouring, we are
turning over opinion column space this month to that
question.

Pro

Thanks for the wonderful column. I’ve been ask-
ing “What's so awful about the 1928 Prayer
Book?” for a long, long time. Why shouid [it] be
so threatening as to cause some bishops to cause
it to become liber non gratus? What a marvelously
healing gesture it would be to have the 1928
Prayer Book “officially”” recognized as a permissi-
ble alternative in just so many words!

The Rev. Richard Kim

Detroit, MI

As one who conducts worship services at our
county hospitals for patients in wheel chairs and
beds, I find it almost impossible to reeducate
them in the wording of the new Prayer Book.
The 1928 Prayer Book should be authorized as
a permissible alternative.
Wayne H. Lewis, Jr.
Shaker Heights, OH

a’ﬁz Pontius’ Puddle

I wholeheartedly agree with Richard Schmidt—
traditionalists have been excluded from the
church. We also have been ridiculed, scorned
and are victims of the distortion of truth.

Presiding Bishop Browning stressed he was
going to emphasize inclusion during his term of
office. He has—for homosexuals, feminists,
charismatics, liberals and minorities. However,
the traditionalists have been ignored or, worse
yet, made to look like fools.

The proviso authorizing the 1928 BCP’s con-
tinued use was but a sop to traditionalists. It was
swept under the rug in a distortion of truth as
the mad rush to change took place.

Annda W. Flynn
Loveland, OH

At long last we have seen a sensible approach
outlined for this vexing issue. Your last sentence
says it all. In an Episcopal Church where we are
constantly talking about fairness, justice and gra-
ciousness, it is about time we followed through
in such areas. I hope the Standing Liturgical
Commission and the House of Bishops will read,
mark, learn and inwardly digest your column.
The Rev. Harry E. Krauss
Wynnewood, PA

But I read that “most of
this congregation is sympa-
thetic to”” Ollie. ““. . .If there
was sin, hate the sin and love
the sinner.” The effects of
Ollie’s ““sin” are ignored. So,
obviously, there is no focus
on repentance. I have read of
the effects of the “Freedom
Fighters” which Ollie armed
in the name of God and
America.

These are terrorist acts, and
yet that church warmly ap-

and decided to stay.

But there was one mistake
in the article. With no malice
toward the Rev. Richard
Lobs, rector of St. Mark’s,
Geneva, Ill., he was not “the
first Anglican who was not
an international figure in the
Anglican Communion to
preach at Wheaton.” That
distinction belongs to George
Monroe, director of Episcopal
Charities, Chicago. Father
Monroe preached at the

over 500, then the two or
three of us in round collars
spoke up: Anglo-Catholic,
Church of England. A ripple
of surprise and astonishment
filled the large auditorium.
The Rev. Richard C. Tumilty
St. Helena, CA

Morris was right:
nostalgia is paganism
Praise God for men like

Richard Schmidt does not go far enough in his
plea for the authorization of the 1928 Prayer
Book as a permissible alternative. What about the
poetry of its language, so inspirational and com-
forting to many of us through the years? Do we
stop reading Shakespeare or translate him into
the vernacular because his language is
outmoded? Is Shakespeare, like the 1928 Prayer
Book, not worth reading because the language
sometimes demands a little study and concentra-
tion from a late-20th-century American?

Helen M. Allen

New York, NY

Thank you for [your] column. I agree with every-
thing you stated and only wish more people
would have the courage to speak out.
Carolie Goniu
Mequon, WI

Con

Historically we have had a single Prayer Book.
The one approved in 1979 is far and away the
most democratically based Prayer Book in our
history. Those wanting more traditional words
and rites were heard: We have Rite 1. From a li-
turgical point of view, great strides were made.
Unfortunately, we couldn’t hear the prophetic
voices urging us to use more inclusive language.
To go back to the 1928 Prayer Book after all

in a language everyone can understand.
: The Rev. George H. Martin
Eagan, MN

One sentence in your column may provide in-
sight into one of the causes of some problems
many Episcopalians are having these days: “I'll
decide what I need, thank you.”

Is the Body of Christ a random collection of
eyeballs, elbows, knees and feet, each deciding
for itself what it needs, thank you? No wonder
our dissension and grumbling continue and con-
tinue and continue!

Is the church of God “I"’? Or is it “we’’?

The Rev. Frederick T. VanderPoel
Alexandria, VA

Those of us who grew up in the church could
rattle off the liturgy without looking at the 1928
book. We had merely to push that invisible but-

-

SR the liturgical education and struggles is disturb-
%H?P?&DG%% i ::777 e 2% ing. I arr% a new church developgg, and I can as-
DIDN'T MAKE 4" onvl J0ST LOOK WHICH sure you that the 1979 Prayer Book assists us in
MISTAKES. B ot CREATORE GOD GAVE evangelism. My task would be a hundred times
BOUT, T'M é‘ g DOMINION OVER THE EARTM. more difficult if we still had the 1928 book.
NOT SO - G { .34'& — I hope those who love the old Prayer Book
SORE ANY Lo KO g actually love the Lord more than the book. Our
MORE . ‘P 5‘&;90} 95 call is to share the story of Jesus Christ and not
G:. , : to save Elizabethan language. Let’s keep one 3
RIZE : ¥ Prayer Book with the focus on the gospel story

William C. Morris, Jr., who
are willing to be bold for the
Kingship of Jesus!

My heart rejoiced when I
read his article titled “Nostal-
gia is paganism” (February).
Yes, it is a harsh statement,
but soooo true!

Please, Episcopalians, the
time is now to wake up and
realize you are snuffing out
your own denomination by
clinging to many of the old
traditions. We must continue
to thank God for his word
that assures us that Jesus is
the same yesterday, today
and forever. At the same
time, does our worship of
him have to stay in the yes-
terday “mode” forever?

Kathleen K. Prout
Berlin, MD

ton, and out came the prayers—smoothly and
mechanically.

The new book changed all that. We became a
congregational democracy for the first time, ev-
eryone reading from his/her book, newcomers
indistinguishable from “cradle Episcopalians.”
Now we are beginning to revert as regular
churchgoers once again begin to commit the serv- ?»
ice to memory.

But in the interim, many of us—the Rite
II'ers, particularly—have had to follow the
printed page, examine the new phrasing and in
the process actually think about what we were
saying aloud. Church ceased to be a lulling and
predictable weekly sedative. It was our
mesmerization through automatic recitation of
“comfortable words” that departed, not the
church.

This experience should have taught us that
we come together as a congregation to worship
God, not to worship the liturgy itself.

Deborah Stirling
Sewanee, TN
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plauded Ollie. What a con-
trast to the reports from mis-
sionaries of innocent civilians
mowed down at church and
on ferry boats by Ollie’s
Contras! I ask Ollie and his
church: How can you con-
done killing the innocent in
the name of democracy?
Gabriel A. Des Harnais
Troy, MI

Wheaton chapel, while he was

rector at St. Barnabas’, during
Easter season, 1976.

The Rev. Patrick Ward

Oxford, CT

C. S. Lewis was
an Anglo-Catholic

The interesting article on
Wheaton and evangelicals
(February) reminded me of a
seminar on C. S. Lewis I
attended a few years ago in
Berkeley, Calif. It was spon-
sored and attended mostly by
evangelicals.

At the closing session
someone asked what C. S.
Lewis’ church affiliation was.
There was a long moment of
silence in the audience of

Monroe came first
preaching at Wheaton

I read with interest the article
in the February issue titled
“Wheaton evangelicals drawn
to Anglicanism.” I was intro-
duced to the Anglican Com-
munion when I paid a visit to
St. Barnabas’, Glen Ellyn, III.,
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Council

Continued from page 1
tions budget at the Episcopal Church
Center is the estimated amount
needed for transition to a single pub-
lication.

MacNaughton and Church Center
executive for communication Sonia
Francis will present a logistical de-
scription of moving the existing print
operation of The Episcopalian to New
York. Costs for equipment and pro-
duction, the composition and respon-
sibilities of a new governing board,
editorial leadership and supervision
and the inclusion of church commu-
nicators in the production process
will also be included in their June
report.

In other matters, the unsettling
prospect of a divided church sur-
rounding the June 1-3 synod of the
Evangelical and Catholic Mission in
Fort Worth provided Browning the
opportunity to assess publicly the
conflict over the ordination of women.

He strongly supported the conse-
cration of Suffragan Bishop Barbara
C. Harris of Massachusetts, calling
her ordination “the most exciting
thing I've done.” At the same time he
upheld the role traditionalists play in
the life of the church and expressed
in a press conference with diocesan
editors that he would seek their in-
clusion to maintain the unity of the
church.

“It is far easier to call things black
and white, cut the losses and move
off in another direction. I'm not go-
ing to allow that to happen,” Brown-
ing said. “Until my last dying breath
I'm going to say, “You're welcome,
you're a part of this church.’

“At the same time I realize there is
a great movement and great expres-
sion of excitement and vitality around
the ordination of women. I'm not
going to say that has to stop because
I truly believe that’s a movement of
the Spirit. You have these two things
rubbing against one another, and I
want them to keep rubbing. I don’t
mind the confrontation.”

Browning said he minds the bitter-
ness and mean-spiritedness “and the
kind of thing that might bring schism.
It's not an easy job. It is a very
exciting one. I feel privileged to be
here and feel very supported in the
process by the prayers both of the
traditionalists and those who favor
the ordination of women.”

Browning’s address from the chair
and interaction with Executive Coun-
cil, over which he presides, together

A statement from the
president of the board

For several months the board of The Episcopalian, Inc., and
Executive Council have been exploring ways in which the
Episcopal Church can be more involved in the expanding role
of its independent national publication. We seek to expand the
role of The Episcopalian even more.

Our circulation is increasing—this month we welcome East
Carolina as our newest partner diocese. With increased circu-
lation come added expenses. We have offered and will con-
tinue to offer dioceses, parishes and all Episcopalians the
opportunity to use our services. We are in business to stay and
do so in a closer relationship to the church we all serve.

—Bishop Gerald McAllister, President
Board of Directors, The Episcopalian, Inc.

with his expressed concern for the
isolation of some clergy and church
members in the Diocese of Fort Worth,
were covered extensively by the me-
dia during the week-long meeting.
Visitors from Fort Worth were present
throughout the plenary sessions.
The timing and significance of the
meeting, set three years in advance
on the Executive Council calendar,
provided some uncomfortable mo-
ments. Bishop Clarence C. Pope, head
of the Evangelical and Catholic Mis-
sion, and his staff declined to make a
presentation to Executive Council
about the diocese and its ministry.
Bishop Browning explained to
council that Pope “felt emotionally
devastated by the consecration of
Barbara Harris” and could not ap-
pear. Pope and members of his staff,
together with the Fort Worth deputa-
tion to the 1988 General Convention,
did attend a luncheon hosted by the
presiding bishop and Executive Coun-

At a service of Evensong at All
Saints’ Cathedral in Fort Worth after
the first full day of Executive Council
agenda, Pope introduced the presid-
ing bishop by recalling their 40-year
friendship and shared seminary ex-
perience as students at the University

of the South. He elicted laughter from
the packed congregation as he con-
trasted media coverage of Executive
Council and Browning’s openness
with his own reticence about grant-
ing interviews.

At a crowded reception the Dio-
cese of Fort Worth gave for the pre-
siding bishop and Executive Council,
parishioners from the diocese were
able to speak with their guests for
over an hour.

Commenting the next day about
the reception, Browning told Execu-
tive Council, “We were graciously
received last night. We need to be
open and responsive to given situa-
tions and move on.” Since January,
Browning said, he had been present
in five different dioceses. “With
reservation,” he said, ““this church is
healthy, vital and in an enthusiastic
state of being. The excitement over
the sense of mission is as stimulating
as anything I can share with you.”
He said the seriousness and intention
with which the church approaches
evangelism is energizing, “and for
which I want to give thanks.”

During its five-day meeting, Exec-
utive Council:

® Approved $150,000 for funding
a Christian education resource for

native Americans and Alaskan na-
tives; “Can I Be Indian and
Christian?” is a series of 32 full-color
paintings and posters, an initiative
by the National Council on Indian
Work to offer native American peo-
ples a resource that speaks to their
perspective for life.

® Received from the Episcopal
Church Center staff 10 program pri-
orities, a summary of the resolutions
from the 69th General Convention
supported by the presiding bishop’s
eight Mission Imperatives, for refer-
ence in the current triennium.

® Heard from Marcy Walsh, chair-
man of the sub-committee on evan-
gelism, about preparations for the
Decade of Evangelism.

® Reaffirmed its commitment in
support of a humane policy toward
Central American refugees while de-
crying the inhumane and untenable
living conditions and lack of basic
human rights Palestinian refugees en-
dure in Israel, the West Bank, Gaza
and Jordan.

® Officially recognized the estab-
lishment of the Diocese of North Cen-
tral Philippines.

® And heard from the
sub-committee on social and eco-
nomic justice.

David Beers, a member of Execu-
tive Council and a Washington,
D.C., attorney who chairs the
sub-committee, said alternative in-
vestments council had previously
urged are now commonplace. He sug-
gested the church should now con-
sider investments in operations that
may not provide the same rate of
return large banks offer and that
“might impose some risks on the
money."”

Beers also suggested that council’s
committee on investment policy con-
sider shaping an investment position
on tobacco and tobacco products, cit-
ing major health complications from
the use of tobacco, including cancer
and circulatory problems.

Steve Weston is editor of Crossroads, the
inomhly publication of the Diocese of Dal-
as.

Refugees

: Continued from page 1
2,500 pairs of men’s socks. ““A lot of
the men’s feet were white with jun-
gle rot,” he says. He also bought
antibiotics and other medicines to
treat sick babies and the respiratory
illnesses and measles which were
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common among the travelers. :

Late in January, when a federal
judge in Brownsville ordered the INS
travel ban lifted, Folts also bought
about $9,000 worth of bus tickets to
Miami and Los Angeles, mostly for
pregnant women, women with in-
fant children and severe medical cases
referred to the church by the Red
Cross.

Meanwhile, parishioners of Ad-
vent, St. Paul’s and St. Andrew’s in
Port Isabel on the coast tried to serve
the needs of the new arrivals. John
and Kay Williamson brought them
some large water jugs and arranged
foraccess to nearby spigots. Lee Lopez
and Teresa Montgomery made use of
a long-standing arrangement with lo-
cal doctors for free pediatric and pre-
natal treatment.

Advent’s senior warden, Mike
Tidwell, took groups of people, in-
cluding Brownsville’s mayor and the
U.N. High Commissioner for Refu-
gees, through the Amber, letting them
see and smell the wretched condi-
tions.

As a result, the mayor used city
buses to move the migrants out of the
old motel and open fields to
Brownsville’s parish halls. Many Ad-
vent and St. Paul’s members cooked

and served meals and spent nights
with the refugees in the parish halls.

A group of women at St. Paul’s, a
mostly Hispanic mission at the east
end of town, organized a clothes
closet which gave the migrants access
to donated clothing.

On February 20, Federal Judge

_ Filemon Vela lifted his order and al-

lowed INS to reinstate its travel ban.

“That meant the cork went back in
the bottle,” says Folts, and refugees
began piling up again. But things
were different.

INS established a detention facility
at Bayview with a capacity of 5,000
where political asylum applications
are acted on quickly. Most have been
rejected and deportation proceedings
begun.

The Red Cross, which had opened
an old Department of Agriculture ex-
perimental building in Brownsville
with a capacity of 1,000, opened two
more centers in the Brownsville area,
each with a capacity of 1,000, under
contract with INS.

The flow of migrants has been re-
duced by INS’s tougher policy on
political asylum, and those crossing
the river, says Folts, “now go under-
ground and try to get smuggled
north.”





