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PHILADELPHIA, June 25. 1775

T a Meeting of f_he Ofticers

of thcj 3d Battalion of the

City of Philadelphia and Diftri& of

of Southwark—agreed, That Dr
Smrrh be thank'd for his excellent

Ser'r‘,ndn,’ preach'd at their Requeft

the 23d-Inflant ; and that he be re-
Aq_ueﬁe‘d\ to farnifh’ a Copy of the |

fame for Publicqtion, as, In thcﬁr

,opini_cé;;? it will promote the Caufe

of Liberty and Virtue,

Signed. by Order,

Joun CapwaLaper, Colonel,
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P R E F A« FE,

HE following Sermon was drawn

up on a few days notice, and
without any view to the prefs, at the
requeft of fome of the Author’s worthy
Friends, to whom he could refufe no-
thing of this kind. At their requeft,
it is now likewife fubmitted to the Pu-
blic as” it was preached, without vary-
ing or fupprefling a fingle fentiment or

“material expreflion; and with the addi-

tion only of a few lines, and three or
four explanatory notes.

TuEe Author confidered, that altho’
he was called to this office by a parti-
cular body, yet he was to addrefs a
great and mixt aflembly of his fellow~
citizens, and a number of the firft cha-
racters m America, now met in conful-
tation, at a moft alarming crifis.

ANIMATED with the pureft zeal for
the mutual interefts of Gréat-Britain

and
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( 1 )
and the Colonies ; ardently panting for
the return of thofe Halcyon-days of
harmony, during which both countries
fo long fiourifhed together, as the glory
and wonder of the world; he thought
it his duty, with the uimoll impartigli-
ty, to attempt a ftate of the unhappy
controver{y that now rends the empire
i pieces; and to fhew, if peradventure
he might be permitted to vouch*for his
fellow-citizens,” fo far as he has been
converfant among them, that the idea
of an independence upon the Parent-
coundry, or the leafl licentious oppofi~
tion to its juft intercits, is utterly fo-
reign to their thoughts; that they con-
tend only for the fanlity of charters
and laws, together with the right of
granting their own money ; and that
our rightful Sovercign has no where
meore loyal {fubje@s, or more zealoufly
attached to thofe principles of govern-

ment,

( i )
I'ﬁént, under which his family inherits
the Throne.

Turse, with a few things which
feemed neceflary refpecting the Church
at this time, are the topics handled in
the following Sermon. If the princi-
ples it contains are but thoroughly felt,
the Reader will not regret that the li-
mits of a fingle difcourfe would not al-
fow a pa‘rticuldr application of them.
They will lead to their own application ;
or, at leaft, that field"is lefc open to
fucceeding Preachers.

Uron the whole, 'if the kind expec-
tations of the Author’s Friends can be
in any degree an{wered ; if what he has
delivered’ fhall tend ¢ to promote the
Caufe of Liberty and Virtue;” and parti-
cularly, if it could find its way to the
clofets, or rather to the hearts, of the
Great, and (after all the arguments they
have heard from others) could -in the
leaft induce them to jufter and more

benevolent
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( iv )
benevolent fentiments ‘concerning their
American brethren—he would account
it among the happieft circumftances of
his life.

ENxovucH has furely been attempted,
by way of experiment, to be convinced
that the people of this country' know
their rights, -and-will.not_confent to. a
paffrve furrender of them—1It is now, at
leaft, time to purfue another mode, and
to liften to fome plan for a\rcfting= the
dreadful calamitics which muft attend
2 hoftile profecution of this unnatural
conteft, The Author’s withes for the

- accomplifhment of fuch a plan, have |

been fo frequently exprefled, as to fub-
je&t him perhaps to f{ufpicions Whic_h

- he would not with to merit, either here

or elfewhere: - But ftill, if he could fee
it take place; upon a juft and perma-
nent foundation, he would be content,
if it Weré required, to fing his -« nunc
dimittis,” and to take a final .Jeave of
earthly concerns,

B

§ ER M O N, du

/ . Josuva xxi 22
Tbe Lord God of Gods—the Lord God of Gods
'—He knoweth, and Ifrael be fball know—if

it be in Rebellion, or in Tranfgreffion againft
the Lord—Save us not this Day.

ey HE S E _Words, my Bre-
oo ded hren, will lead us into 2
T 1 train of refle@ions, wholly
38 fuitable to the defign of our

- &

Ao s il

refent meeting ; and I muft
e e geg your indgl’gence till I
explain, as briefly as pofiible, the folemn oc-
cafion on which they were firft delivered,
hoping the application I may afterward.s make
of them may fully reward your attention.

A THE
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“THE two tribes of Reuben and of Gad,
g0d the half tribe of Manaffeh, had’ chofcr‘
thc;r inheritance on the Eaftern fide of Jor-
dan, oppofite to the .other tribes of Ifracl.
And although they knew that this fituation
would deprive them of fome privilcgcé which
remained with their brethren on the other
fide, and particularly that great privilege of
having the place of the Altar and Tabernacle
of God among them, yet, as the- land of
Canaan was judged too fmall for all the twelve
tribes, they were contented with the poffcﬁi-
on they had chofcn. ' And thus they fpoke to
Mofes :— b, Spami Sy

It isaland of cattle, and thy fervants
¢< have much cattle. Whefefore, if we have
g found grage in thy fight, let this land be
e ngen to us for a pofleflion, and we will
¢ buld fh.eeprolds here for our cattle, and
“ cities for our /ittle ones ; and we ourfelves
* will go ready armed before our brethren,
¢ the children of Ifrael,—and will not re-
“ turn into our houfes until they have inhe-
¥ rited every man lLis inheritance.”

- AnD Mofes faid unto them,—* I you

¢ will do this thing, and will go all-of jrou

¢ armed

C s )

% 4pméd over Jordan before the Lord, Gntil
t ke have driven out his enemies from be-
¢ fore him, and the land (of Canaan) be
« fubdued, (for your brethren), then after-
¢ wards ye fhall return; and this land (of
e Gilead) fhall Be your pofleflion before thie
% Lord.” *

Tirs then was the great original con-
$raft under which thefe two tribes and a
half were dllowed to feparate from the relt,
and to dwell on-the other fide of. Jordan.
They were to affift their. brethren in'their
neceffary wars, arid to continue under one
'Government with them—even that of the great
]ehovah himfelf—ere&ing no {eparate’ Altar,
‘but coming to perform their facrifices at
that one Altar of Suirom; where the Tord -
had vouchfafcd to promxfe his fpecial ‘pre-
fencé:

Txo® this fubjefted them to inconveni-
encies, yet as Uniformity of Warfhip, and
the Nature of their Zhescracy required it,
they adhered faithfully to their contrad,

‘ In
Az

*Numb. 32.
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(4 )

Iy the fear of God, they bowed themi-
felves at this Altar, although . not placed in
their own land ; and, in love to their bre-
thren, they fupported them in their wars,

““ till there ftood not 2 man of all their ene-
¢ mies before them ;” and at laft, JosHu a,

their great leader, having no farther need
of their affiftance, gave them this noble tefti-

Jnony—"Fhat they had in all things obeyed

his voice as their General, and faithfully- per-
formed all that they had promifed to  Mofes
the fervant of ‘God, Wherefore he blefled
them, and difmiffed them to return to their
own land < with much riches, and with cat-
«tle, and with filver, and with gold, and
“ with much raiment.” "

No fooner, therefore, had they “enteredt
their own country, than, in the fulnefs of
gratitude, on the banks of Jordan, at tlie
common paffage, over againft Canaan, they
built an bigh or great Altar, that it might
remain an eternal monument of their being
of one ftock, and intitled to the fame civil and

religious privileges with their brethren of: the
other tribes,

But

(353

" But this their work of piety and love
was dire@ly mifconftrued. The Cr); was im-
mediately raifed againft them.” The zealots
.of that day ferupled not to declare them Re-
bels againft the living God, violators of lits
facred laws and Zheocracy, in fetting up an
altar againft his holy altar; and therefore the
whole congregations of the brother-tribes,
that dwelt in Canaan, gathered themfelves
together, to'go up ‘to war againft their own
flcfh and blood ; in a blind tranfport of un-
rightcous zeal, purpofing to extirpate them

‘from the face of the earth, as enemies to

God and the common wealth of \Ifr,ael !

In that awful and important moment
(and oh my God ! thatthe example could be
copied among the brother-tribes of our I
racl, in the Parent Land) I fay, in that awful
and important moment, fome milder aﬁzl
more benevolent men there were, whofe
zeal did not {o far tranfport them, but that,
before they unfheath’d the fword to plunge
it with unhallowed hand into the bowels of
their brethren, they thought it juftice firft to
enquire into the truth of the _charge againft
them. And, for the glory of Ifrael, thig

‘Peaceable and prudent council prevailed,

A MosT
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A~ rosT Tolemn. embafly was prepafed;
4t the head of which was a mari of facred
chara&er, and venerable -authority, breath-
ing the diates of. religion and humanity ;
Painenas the fon of Eleazer the high Prieft,
accompahied with ten other Chiefs or Princes;
one from each of the nine tribes as well as
from the remaining half trxl_ac of Mmaﬁch,

Gagat Wwas the aftonifhment of the § Gi-
leadites on receiving this embafly, and hedr-
ing the charge agaiift them. But the power
of confcious innocence i§ above all fear; ahid
the larigiage of an ypright heart fupcri‘dr
to all eloquence. By a folemn appeal to
$leaven for the fe@itude of fhéir intentions;
unpremeditated and vehement, in the words,
‘of my text, they difarmed their brethren of

every ['ufpic'lo'n.

« Tz Lord God of Gods,” fay they (in
the fervency of truth, repeating the invocation)
«¢ The Lord God of Gods”—He that made
the heavens and the earth, who fearcheth

the

- 4 The two tribes 'and 4 half are here briefly and generally
denominated Gileadites, from the name of the land they had
chofen. '

€ 7)
the hearts, and is acquainted with the mofg
fecret thoughts, of all men—¢ He knoweth,
and all Hrael fhall know,* by our unfhakcn
conftancy in the ‘réligion-of our fathers—
;bé.t this charge againft us is utterly falfe: |

Tuex turning from their brethrén, with.
-unfpeakable dignity of foul and clearnefs of

confcience, they addrefs the Almxghty Jeho=
vah himfelf— :

On thou S()vereign Ruler of the univerfe—
our God and our Fathers God—* if i it bei in
. Rebellion-or in tranigreflion agamft thee,”
ghat_, we have raifed this monument of our
zeal for the commonwealth of Ifracl;“ Slvﬁ‘
¢ us NoT TH1s paY! if the moft diftant

thought has entered our hearts of ere&ing-

an independent altar ; if we have fought, in
one inftance, to derogate from the gloty ‘of
that facred Altar which thou haft placed,
among our brethren beyond Jordan, as the
common bond of union and worfhip among
all the tribes of llracl—let not this days
{un defcend upon us, till thou haft made
us a monument of thine avenging juftice,

W the fight of the furrounding world!

AFTER
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Arrer this atonithing appeal to the great
God of Heaven and Earth, they proceed to
reafon with their brethren, and tell them, that
fo far from intending a feparation either in
government or religion, this altar was built:
with a dire& contrary purpofe—“ "l‘haJt‘it
Ll xiﬁght be aW;quss between us and you,
¢ and our generations after us; that your
s children. may not fay to our children 1w
& time to come, ye have no-part in the
¢ Lord” We were afraid left in fome fu-
ture age, when our pofterity may crofs Jor-
dan to offer facrifices in the place appointed,
your pofterity may thraft them fmr-n. the alFa.r,
and tell them, that becaufe they live not in
the land where the Lord’s tabernacle d.wcll-‘
eth, they are none of his people, nor intitled
fo the Jewith privileges.

By while this altar ftands, they fall al-
ways have an anfwer ready, They will be
able to fay—< Behold the pattern of the alf'
@ tar of the Lord which our fathers made.”
1f our fathers had not been of the feed of I
facl, they would not have fondly copied your
cuftoms and models.  You would not have

heheld in Gilead, an altar, in all things an
imitation

C 9.)

imitation of the true Altar of God, which
is in Shiloh ; except only that our’s is an high
« or great altar to fee” from far. And this
may convince you, that'it was not intended
as an altar of facrifice (for then it would have
been but three cubitsin height, as our law
dire@s) but as a monumental altar; to inftruct
our generations for ever, that they are of
the fame pedigree with yourfelves, and intit-
led to the fame civil and religious privileges.

Tuis noble defence wrought an immes
diate reconciliation among the difcordant
tribes. ¢ "The words, (when reported)
¢ pleafed the children of lfrael—they blefl-
“ ed God together” for preventing the ef-
fufion of kindrcgl blood, ¢ and did not go.
 up to deftroy the land where their bre-
< thren, the children of Reuben} and Gad,
“« dwelt,” :

Tue whole Hiftory of the Bible cannot
furnifh a paflage more inftructive than this,
to the members of a great empire, " whofe
dreadful misfortun# it is to have the evil De-

B ~ mon

4 Though for brevity, the facred text,. in this and other
places, only mentionis Reuben and Gad, yet the half tribe of
Manaffes is alfo fuppofed to be included,
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mon of civil or religious difeord gohe forth
among them. And would to God, that the
application I am now to make of it could be
delivered in accents louder than Thunder, till
they have pierced the ear of every Briton!
and efpecially their ears who have meditated
war and deftru@ion againft their brother-
tribes of Reuben and Gad, in this our 47me-
rican Gilead. And let me add—would to
God too, that we, who this day confider our-
felves in the place of thofe tribes, inay, like
them, be ftill able to lay our hands on our
hearts in a folemn' appeal to the God of Gods,
for the te&itude of our intentions towards
the whole common wealth of our Britith
Ifrael ! For, call’ld to this facred place,
on this great occafion, 1 know it is your with
that 1 fhould ftand fuperior to all parfial
motives, and be found alike unbiafs’d by favour
or by fear. And happy it is that the parallel;
now to be drawn, requires not the leaft facri-
fice either of truth or virtue.

Lixe the tribes of Reuben and Gad, we
have chofen our inheritance in a land fepa-
rated from that of our fathers and brethren,
not indeed by a fmall River, but an immenfe
Ocean. This inheritance we likewife hold

by

¢ 1)

by a plain original contrac?, intitling us to all
the natural and improveable advantages of
our fituation, and to a community of privi-
leges with our brethren, in every civil and
religious refpeét; except in this, that the
throne or feat of Empire, that great Altar at
which the men of this world bow, was to re-
main among them.

RecarpLEss of this local inconveni-
ence, uncankered by jealoufy, undeprefled
by fear, and cemented by muiuad love and
mutual benefits, we trod the path of glory with
our brethren for an hundred years and more,
enjoying a length of felicity fcarce ever expe-
rienced by any other people., Mindful of the
hands that prote&ted us in our youth, and
fubmitting to every juft regulation for appro-
ﬁriat’mg to them the benefit of our trade—our
wealth was poured in upon them from ten
thoufand channels, widening as they flowed,
and making their poor to fing, and induftry
to fmile, through every corner of their land.
And as often as dangers threaten’d, and the

"voice of the Britith Ifrael called our brethren

to the field, we left them not alone, but fha-
red their toils, and fought by their fide, * till
: ¢ there

B 2 '
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¢ 12 }

¢ there -ftood not a_ man of all their enemies
¢ before them.” ' Nay, they themfelves tef-
tified on our behalf, that in all things we
not only did our part, but more than our part
for the common Good, and, they difmifs'd us
home loaded with filver and with gold,}in re-
cempence for our éxtraordinary fervices. -

So far you fee the parallel holds good.
But what bigh altars have we built to alarm
aur Britith lfracl ; and why have the congre-
gations of pur brethren gathered themfclves
together againft us? why do their embattled
holts already cover our plains ? ;will they not
examine our cafe, and liften to our plea?

“T-nE Lord God: of Gods—he knows’®
and the whole furrounding world fhall yet
know, that whatever dmerican altars we have
‘built, far from intending to difhonour, have
been raifed with an e*cprefs view to perpetuate
the name and glory of that ficred altar, and
feat of enipire and liberty, which ‘we léft be-
hind ug; and wifh to remain eternal, among
qur brethren, in the parent land !

EsTEEMING
., # The parliamentary re-unburfements for our exertjons

in the late war, fimilar to what Jofhua gave to the two tribes
and a half on the clofe of his Wars.

¢ 13 )

 FsTreEmiNg our: relation to-them our
greatef’c felicity,—adoring the Providence that
gave us the fame progenitors,~-glorying in this,
that when the new world was to be proportion-
ed out among the kingdoms of the o/d, the
moft important part of this continent fell to the
fons of a proteftant and free nation; defirous
of worfhiping for ever at the fame Altar with
them ; fond of- their manners, even to excefs;
enthufiafts to that facred plan of civil and re-
ligious happinefs, for the prefervation of which
they have facrificed from age to age; maif-
taining, and always ready to maintain, at the
rifque of every thing that is dear to us, the
meft unfthaken fidelity.to our common Sove-
reign, as the great center of our union, and
mutual rights ;—I-fay, with thefe prmcxples
and thefe views, we thought it our duty to
build up- American - Altars, or cenftitutions,
as nearly as we could, upon the great Britifh-
.model.

"Havixe never fold our birth-right, we
confidered ourfelves intitled to the privileges

“of our fathers houfe—¢ to enjoy peace,

Hbqrty, and fafety ;” to be governed, like
our brethren, by our own laws, in all matters
properly
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properly affe@ing ourfelves, and to offer up
our own facrifices at the Altar of Britiflh em~
pire ; contending that a forced devotion is
idolatry, and that no power on earth has a
right to come in between us and a gracious
Sovereign, to meafure forth our loyalty, or
to grant our property, without our confent.

]

Tuesk are the principles we inherited from
" Britons themfelves. Could we depart from
them, we fhould be deemed baftards and not
fons, aliens and not brethren.

Tug altars therefore which we have built,
are not * high or rival altars to create jealoufy,
but humble monuments of our union and
love, intended to bring millions yet unborn,
from every corner of this vaft continent, to
bend at the great parent-altar of Britifhliberty,

' venerating

# Tn this refpe®, our plea is even ftronger than that of
the wwo tribes and a half. For, till an explananoz\ was
p:vcn, the heigit of their altar, like thofe of the Theathen, who
Joved to facrifice on lofty places, might create a fufpicion of
their “lapfing into idolatry, either intending to worlhip
 other Gods, or the Gad of Ifrael in an unlawful place
# and manner.” Bp. PATRICK.

¢ 15 )

venerating the country from which they
fprung, and pouring their gxfts into her lap

when their countlefs thoufands fhall far exe
ceed her’s, i

It was our with that there Ihould be ~
an eternial ¢ Witnefs betwéen ouf brethiten
and ‘us, that if at any future period, amid the
fhifting fcenes of human interefts and human
uﬁ'eéhons, ‘their children {hould fay to our
children--¢¢ Ye have no portion” jn the blrth-
right of Britons, and fo fsck to pufh them
from the common fhrine of Freedom, when
they come to pay their homage there ; they.
might always have.an anfwer ready,—¢ Be-
hold the pattern of the altar which our Fa-
thers built.”” Behold our. own rehglous and
civil inftitutions, and then examine the frames

of government and fyftems of laws. raifed by
“our fathers in every part of America! Could
' thefe have been fuch exad copies of your-

own, if they had not inherited the fame {pirit,
and {prung from the fame flock with’' your«
felves.

“Trus far you fee the parallel yet holds
good, and I think cannot be called a perverfi-

_on of my text, 1f you will allow that the fu-

preme
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preme power of an émpire, whether theocras
tical, monarchical, or howfoever diftributed,
may be reprefented under the figure of oné
common altar, at which the juft devotion of
all the fubjeéts is to be paid.

Bur it is faid that we have of late departed
from our former line of duty, and refufed outt
homage at the great altar of Britifh empire.
And to this it has been replied, that the very
refufal is the ftrongeft evidence of our venes
fation for the alfar itfelf. Nay, it is contend
ed by thofe charged with this breach of de-
votion, that when in the fhape of unconftitu-
tional exa&tions, violated rights and mutilated
charters, they were ‘called to worthip idols
inftead of the triie divinity, it was in a tran-
fport of holy jealoufy that they dathed them to
pieces, or whelm’d them to the bottom of
the ocean. :

Tu1s is, in brief, the ftate of the argument
on each fide : And hence, at this dreadful
moment, ancient friends and brethren ftand
prepared for events of the moft tragic nature.

I1ERE

- et

-

S EL)

#1 & the weight of my fubjeét almoft over-
¢omes me 3 but think not that I am going to
damp that noble ardor which ;t this inftant
glows in every bofom prefeat. Neverthelefs,
as from an early acquaintance with ‘many of
you,l know that your principles are pure, and
your humanity only equal’d by your tranfcen=
dent love of your country; 1am fure you will
indulge the pafling tear, which a preacher of
the Gofpel of Love mult now fhed over the
fcenes that lie before us—Great and deep di-
ftrefs about to pervade’ every corner of our
land! millions to be called from their peace-
ful labours by ¢ the found of the trumpet, and
gie alarm of war | Garments roll'd in bload,”
and even Viory itfclf only yielding an occa-
fion to weep over friecnds. and relatives flain !
Thefe are melancholy profpeéts ; and there-
fore you will feel with me the difficulties I now
labour under—forfaken by my text, and lefe
to lament alone, that,in the Parent-land, no
Phinehas has prevailed ; no Embafly ¥ of great

C or

* Tt is iac_fanowledged \évith gratitude, ‘tha;t many great
and exalted chara@ters have pled the caufe of America;

and, previous to all coercive meafures, adyiled an inquiry
; or
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or good.men has been raifed, to' ftay the
fword of deftruon, to examine into the
truth of our cafe, and fave the effufion of
kindred blood. 1 am left to lament, that, in
this fad inftance, Fewifh tendernefs has put
Chriftian benevolence to fhame.

“ Qur Brethren, the houfe of our F\'a-'
thers, even they have called a multitude
againft us. Had an enemy thus reproach-
ed us, then perhaps we might have born
« it. But it was you, Men our equals, our
¢ guides, our acquaintance, with whom we
“ took fweet council, and walked. together
« into the houfe of God.” . Or had it been.
for any eflential benefit to the Common-
wealth at large, we would have laid our hands
on our mouths, and bowed obedience with
our ufual filence. But for DieniTY and
SvrrREMAcyY! What are they when fet in
oppofition to common utility, common ju-

flice,

or hearing, fimilar to that for which Phinehas was ap-
pointed. What is here lamented, and will be Iong la-
mented, i3, that this council could not take place. If
brethren could come together in fuch a temper as this, the

iffue could not fai) to be for their mutual glory and mutuaf
happinefs.

L 19)

fice. and the whole faith and fpirit of the
. , L4 - - =

conftitution? True Dignityis to govern Free

imen, not Slaves; and true Supremacy 18 t¢
wen, O

excel in Doing Good.

It is time, and indeed more than time, for
a greatand inlightened people to make namr:?
bend to things, and ideal honour fo pm:: 1
cal fafety ? Precedents and indefinite ;laxms
are furely things too nugatory to convulle a
mighty empire. Is there nQ'wifdcfm,.no great
and liberal plan of policy to re-unite its mem-=
(.bers, as the fole bulwark of liberty and pt:o-
teftantifm 3 rather than by their deadly {trife
¢o0 increafe the importance of thofe ftates th;t
Aarc_ foes to freedom, truth and humanity ? To
devife fuch a plan; :a,-nd to behold Britifb Co-
lonies fpreading over this";it'flmcn{'c Continer}.t,
rejoicing in the common rights of Freemen,
and imitating the Parent State in every ex-
cellence—is more glory than to hold lawlefs
dominion over all the nations on th; fagc oi;
the earth ! ‘ -1

BuTt I will weary you no longer with fruit-
lefs l]amentations concerning things that might
pe done. The queftion now is—fince they
are not done, muft we tamely furrender any
[ . ,C 2 part

8
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part of our birth-right, or of that great chars
ter of privileges, which we not only claim by
inheritance, but by the exprefs terms.of our
_ colonization ? Lay, Guod forbid ! For here,
in particular, I wifh to fpeak fo plain, that
néither my own principles, nor thofe of ithe

church to which I belong, may be mifunder.
ﬁOOdo .

ALTHOUGH, N the beginning of this ‘greajt
conteft, we thought it not our duty to be for-
ward in widening the breach, or fpreading
difcontent 5 although it be our fervent defire
to heal the wounds of the public,and to fhew
by our temper that we feek not to diftrefs,
but to give the parent ftate an opportunity of
faving themfelyes, and faving us, before it be
too late : Neverthelefs, as we know that our

civil and religious rights are linked together
in one indiffoluble bond, we neither have,
nor feek to have, any intereft feparate from;

“that of our country 5 nor can we fadvife a de-
fertion of its caufe. Religion and libérty muft
flourith or fall together in America, We
pray that both may be perpetual.

A conTiNnvED {fubmiffion to violence is no
tenet of our church. When her brighteft
luminaries, near a century paft, were called

to
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26 propagate the court do&rine of a difpen-

fing Power, above Law—did they treacher-
‘ou.ﬂy cry—*¢ Peace, Peace;

* when there was

no Peace! Did they not magnanimo.uﬂy- fet
their foot upon the line of the contlitution,
and tell Majefty to its face, that ¢ they could
not betray the public liberty,” ;111'd that t_hc
Monarch’s only fafety confilted ‘i in goven}.
ing according to the laws ?” D}d not .thexr
example, and confequent fufferings, k;de.c
-‘a flame that illuminated th(? land, and intro-
'ﬂuced that noble fyftem of public and per'fon~
;al liberty, fecured by the Revolution? Since
that period, have not the avowed principles
of our greateft divines been againft ‘raiﬁng the
Church above the State ; jealous of the nati-
onal rights, refolute for the profefiant fuccef-
fion, favourable to the reformed religion, and
defirous to maintain the faith of Toleration?
\If exceptions have happened, let no focicty
of  Chriflians {tand anfwerable for the devia-
tions, or corruptions, of individuals.

THE do&trine of abfolute Non-refiftance has
been fully exploded among every virtuous
people., The free-born foul revolts againft it,
and mufl have been long debafed, and haye
drank in the laft dregs of corruption, before

1t
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it can brook the idea ¢ that a whole people
¢ injured may, in no cafe, recognize their
¢ trampled Majefly.” But to draw the line,
and fay where fubmiflion ends and refiftance
begins, is not the province of the minifters
of Chrift, who has given no ¥ rule in this
matter; but 1éft it to the feelings and confci-
eiices of the injured. For when preflures and
fufferings come, when the weight of power
grows intolerable, a people will fly to the
conftitution for fhelter, and, if able, will re-

‘ ‘ fumg

% The Author, in a fermon firft publifhed twenty years
ago, on 1 Peter, ii. 17. delivered his fentiments fully on
this point—in the folowing words, viz. —¢ It woulgl
be abfurd to argue, as fome have do_ne; that the apoftle
here nflea._nt‘t_o'fenjoi,n a continucd fubmiffion to w}iolence—The
love of mankind, and the fear of God, thofe very prin-
ciples from which we trace the divine original of juft
government, will lead us, by all probable means, to
refilt every attempt to enflave the free-born fonl, and
oppole the righteous will of God by defeating the hap-
pinefs of men. Refiftance, however, isto bea laft re-
fource, and none but the majority of a whole people
can determine in what cales it is 11IEceiﬁxry. In the
Séripmres, therefore, obedience is rightly inculeated in
general terms. For a people may fometimes imagine
prievances they do not feel, but will never mifs to feel
and complain of them where they really ave, unlefs their
minds have been gradually prepared for flavery by-ablurd
tenets.”!
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fumie that power which they never furrender-
ed, except fo far as it might be exercifed for
the common fafety. Pulpit-cafuiftry is too
feeble to dire& or controul here. God, in his
own government of the world, never violates -
freedom ; and his feriptures themfelves would
be difregarded, or confidered as perverted, if
brought to belie his voice fpeaking in the
hearts of men.

- Tue application of thefe principles, my
brethren, is now eafy, and muft be left to
your own coniciences and feelings. You are
now engaged in one of the grandeft ftruggles
te which freemen can be called. You are
contending for what you conceive to be your
conftitutional rights, and for a final fettlement

of the terms upon which this country may be
. perpetually united to the Parent State.

Loox back, therefore, with reverence look
back to the times: of ancient virtue and re-
nown. Look back to the mighty purpofes
which your fathers had in view, when ‘thcy
traverfed a vaft ocean, and planted this land,
Rcs:al to your minds their labours, their toils,
thc.nj perfeverance, and let their divine {pirit
anmate you in all your acions,

Loog
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Loox forward alfo to diftant pofterity. Fi
gure to yourfelves millions and millions to
fpring from your loins, who may be born
freemen ot (laves, as Heaven fhall now ap-
prove or reject your councils. Think, that
on you it may depend, whether this great
country, in ages hence, fhall be filled and a-
dorned with a virtuous and inlightened peo-
ple; enjoying Liberty and all " its concomi-
tant bleflings, together with the Religion of
Fefus, as it flows uncorrupted from his hbly
Oracles; or covered with a race of men more
contemptible than the favages that roam the
wildernefs, becaufe they once knew the
% things which belonged to their happinefs
< and peace, but fuffered them to be hid
« from their eyes.”

Axp while you thus look back to the paffs
and forward to the future, fail not, 1 befeech
you, to look up to « the God of Gods—the
Rock of your Salvation. As the clay in the
potter’s hands;”’ fo are the nations of the
éarth in the hands of Him, the everlalting JE-
novan! He lifieth up—and he cafteth down
« —He refifteth the proud, and giveth grace
& to the humble-—He will keep the feet of his
« faints—the wicked fhall be filent in dark-

< pefs, and by ftrength fhall no man prevail.”
THE

“of all peace, will kno
offending him, whofe hand can cover the
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g bright profpedts of the Golpel, 2
veneration of the Saviour of the
obedience to his di=
promifes ; and the

al life through him;
all times of

thorough
world ; 2 confcientious
vine laws 3 faith i his
Ttedfaft hope of immort
thefe only caﬁ fupport a man in

adverfity as well as profperity.
more eafily ¢ ftrike fire out of ice,” than fta-

bility or magnanimity out of crimes. But the

good man, he who is at peace with the God
w no fear but that of

righteous “ fo that he needs not fear the are
« ow that fleeth by day, nor the deftrution
« that walteth at noon-day; fora thoufand
¢¢ {hall fall befide him, ard ten thoufand at his
« right hand, but it fhall not come nigh to
« him; for he fhall give his angels charge
¢ over him to keep him in all his ways.”

On the omhipotent God, therefore, thro’
his bleffed Son, let your ftrong confidence
be placed ; but do not vainly exped that e-
very day will be to you a day of profperity or
triumph. The ways of providence lie througlt
mazes too intricate for human penetration.

Mercies may often be held foith to us in the.

D fhape
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fhape of fufferings ; and the viciffitudes of

our fortune; in building up this American fa-
bric of happinefs and glory, T be vanous
and chequer'd.

Bur let not thls difcourage you. Yea ra-
ther let it animate you with a holy Servour—
a divine enthufiaf/m—ever perfuading your<
felves that the caufe of Pirtue and Freedom is
the Causk of Gop upon earth; and that the
whole theatre of human natnre does not ex-
hibit a more auguft {pe@tacle than a number
of Freemen, in dependence upon Heaven,
mutually binding themfelves to encounter e-
very difficulty and danger, in fupport of their
native and conftitutional rights, and for tran-
fitting them holy and unviolated to their
poltesity; . [ e

L+ was this principle that infpired the he-
roes of ancient times,—that raifed their names
to the fummlt of renown, and filled all fuc<
ceeding ages with their unfpotted pralfc It
is this principle too that muft animate your
condu, if you wifh your names to redch fu-
ture generations, confpicuous in’ the roll of

glory ;
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glory 3 and fo far as this principle leads you,
be preparc:d' to follow,—whether to life or to

death. i

" WhaiLe you profefs yourfelves :cbii"tfen,@ﬁng'
for Liberty, let it be with the temper and dig-
nity of Freemen,undaunted and firm, but with-
out wrath or vengeance, fo far as grace may
be obtained to aflift the weakne(s of natu;é.

Confider it as a happy circumftance, if fuch a

ftruggle muft have happened, that God hath
been pleafed to poftpone it to. a period when
our country is adorned with men of enlighten-
ed zeal; when the arts and fciences are
planted amon g us to fecure a fucceflion of fuch
men ; when our morals are not far tainted
by luxury, profufion, or diffipation;; when the
principles that withftood oppteflion in the
brighteft zra of the Englifh hiftory, are our’s
as it were by peculiar inheritance ; and when
we ftand upon our own ground, with all that is

" dear around us, animating us to every patri-
~ otic exertion. Under fuch circumftances, and
wpon fuch principles, what wonders, what at-

chievements of true glory, have not been per-
formed !

D: Tor
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For my part, I have long been poffeficd
with a {trong and even enthufiaftic perfuafion
that Heaven has great and gracious purpofes
towards this continent, which no-human pow-
er or human device fhall be able finally to
fruftrate, 1lliberal or miftaken plans of po-
licy may diftrefs us for a while, and perhaps

forely check our growth; but if we main- .

tain our own virtue,—if we cultivate the {pi-
rit of Liberty among our children,—if we
guard againft the fnares of luxury, venality
and corruption, the Genius of AMERrica
will ftill rife triumphant, and that with a power
at laft too mighty for oppofition. This coun-
try will be free—nay, for ages to come, a
chofen feat of Freedom, Arts, and Heavenly
Knowledge ; which are now either drooping
or dead in moft countries of the old world,

To conclude, fince the /lrength of all pub.
lic bodies under God confifts in their Un;-
on; bear with each others infirmities, and
even varieties of fentiments, In° things not ef-
fential to the main point. 'The tempers of

' men
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“men are caft in various moulds. Some are

quick and feelingly alive in all their mental
operations, efpecially thofe which relate to
their country’s weal, and are therefore ready
to burft forth into flame upon every alarm.
Others, again, with intentions alike pure, and
a clear unquenchable love of their country,
too ftedfalt to be damped by the mifts of
prejudice, or worked up into conflagration
by the rude blafts of paffion, think it their
duty to weigh confequences, and to delibe-
rate fully upon the probable means of obtain-
ing public ends. Both thefe kinds of men
Jhould bear with each other; for both are
friends to their country.

One thing further let me add, that with-
out order and juft fubordination, there can be
no union in public bodies. However much
you may be equals on other occafions, yet all
this muft ceafein an united and affociated ca-
pacity ; and every individual is bound to keep
the place and duty affigned him, by ties far
more powerful over a man of virtue and ho-
nour, than all the other ties which human po-
licy can contrive, It had been better never

to
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to have lifted a voice in your country’s caufe,
than to betray it by want of Union ; or to
leave worthy men, who have embarked their
all for the common good, to fuffer, or ftand
unafifted.

LasTLY, byevery method in your power,
and in every poflible cafe, fupport the Laws
of your country. In a conteft for liberty,
think what a crime it would be, to fuffer one
Freeman to be infulted, or wantonly injured
in his liberty, fo far as by your means it may
be prevented.

Taus animated, and thus a&ing-}Ws
may then fing with the Prophct——

« Fearnot, O Land! be glad and re-
« joice, for the Lord will do great things.
« Be not afraid, ye bealts of the ﬁcld, for
¢ the paftures of the wildernefs do fprin’g__f
« The tree beareth her fruit—the fig-tree and
« the vine yield their fruit.” '

THU s,animated,,and thus alting——We
may likewife pray with the Prophet— :

¢ O
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¢ O Lowrp be gracious unto us,—ve

¢ have waited for thee : Be thou our arm e-
¢¢ yery morning, our falvation alfo in time of
¢ trouble. Some fruft in chariots, and fome
¢ in horfes, but we will remember the name
« of the Lord our God.—O thou hope of
¢ Ifrael! the Saviour thereof in time of need
¢ —thou art in the midft of us, and we are
¢ called by thy name,—Leave 0s noT.
¢ Give us one heart and one way, that we:
* may fear thee for ever, for the good of
& ourlelves, ‘and our children after us.—We
¢s Jooked for peace, but no good came ; and
¢ for a time of health, but behold we are in
¢t trouble—Yet will we truft in the Lord for
« eyer,—for in the Lord Jehovah is everlaft-
“ing ftrength—He will yet bind up the
s¢ broken-hearted, and comfort thofe that
& mourn :”’—FEven fo, oh our God! do thou
comfort and relieve them, that fo the bones
which thou haft broken may yet rejoice. In-
fpire us with a high and commanding fenfe of
the value of our conftitutional rights ! May a
fpirit of wifdom and virtue be poured down
upoi}‘
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upon us all; and may our Reprefentatives,
thofe who are delegated to dewvifz, and appoint-
ed to execute public meafures, be direfted to
fuch, as thou in thy fovereign goodnefs fhall
be pleafed to render effectual for the falvation
of a great empire, and re-uniting all its mem-
bersinone facredbond of harmony and public
“happinefs!  Grant this, oh Father! for thy
Son Jefus Chrift’s fake; to whom, with thee
and the holy Spirit, one God, be Glory, Ho-
nour and Power, now and forever! A MEN.
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