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Resolved, That the 69th General Convention
adopt the following statement on childbirth and abortion:

All human lifeissacred. Hence, it issacred from itsinception until death. The Church takes
serioudy itsobligation to help form the consciences of itsmember sconcer ning thissacredness.
Human life, therefore, should be initiated only advisedly and in full accord with this
under standing of the power to conceive and give birth which is bestowed by God.

It isthe responsibility of our congregationsto assist their members in becoming informed
concerning the spiritual, physiological and psychological aspects of sex and sexuality.

TheBook of Common Prayer affirmsthat " thebirth of a child isajoyousand solemn occasion
in the life of a family. It is also an occasion for regjoicing in the Christian community" (p
440). As Christians we also affirm responsible family planning.

Weregard all abortion ashaving atragic dimension, calling for the concern and compassion
of all the Christian community.

While we acknowledge that in this country it is the legal right of every woman to have a
medically safe abortion, as Christians we believe strongly that if this right is exercised, it
should be used only in extreme situations. We emphatically oppose abortion as a means of
birth control, family planning, sex selection, or any reason of mere convenience.

In those cases where an abortion is being considered, members of this Church are urged to
seek the dictates of their consciencesin prayer, to seek the advice and counsel of members
of the Christian community and where appropriate the

sacramental life of this Church.

Whenever member s of this Church are consulted with regard to a problem pregnancy, they
aretoexplore, with grave seriousness, with the person or per sons seeking adviceand counsel,
asalternativesto abortion, other positive cour ses of action, including, but not limited to, the
following possibilities: the parentsraising thechild; another family member raising thechild,;
making the child available for adoption.

It istheresponsibility of membersof this Church, especially the clergy, to become aware of
local agencies and resour ces which will assist those faced with problem pregnancies.

We believe that legislation concerning abortions will not address the root of the problem.
Wethereforeexpressour deep conviction that any proposed legidation on the part of national
or state governments regarding abortions must take special care to see that individual
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conscienceisrespected, and that theresponsibility of individualsto reach informed decisions
in thismatter isacknowledged and honored.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Detroit, 1988 (New York: General Convention, 1989), p. 683.
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