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Title: Authorize Trial Liturgies for Same-Sex Marriage

L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention authorizefor continued trial use, in accordance
with Article X of the Constitution and Canon 11.3.6, “The Witnessing and Blessing of a
Marriage’ and “ The Celebration and Blessing of aMarriage 2" (as appended to thereport
of theTask Forcefor the Study of Marriagetothe 79th General Convention); and beit further
Resolved, That the 79th General Convention authorizefor trial use, in accordancewith Article
X of the Constitution and Canon 11.3.6, “ TheBlessing of a Civil Marriage2” and “ An Order
for Marriage 2” (as appended to the report of the Task Force for the Study of Marriage to
the 79th General Convention), beginning thefirst Sunday of Advent, 2018; and be it further
Resolved, That the period of trial usefor theseliturgies shall extend until the completion of
the next comprehensiverevision of the Book of Common Prayer; and beit further
Resolved, That the SCLM monitor the use of theseritesas part of their work of revising the
Book of Common Prayer; and beit further

Resolved, That the material prepared by the TFSM with regard to paragraph one of
“Concerningthe Service” of Marriage, the proper prefacesfor Marriage and the Catechism
bereferred tothe SCLM for serious consideration asthey engage in the process of revision
of the Book of Common Prayer; and beit further

Resolved, That all of thismaterial beauthorized for publication aspart of Liturgical Resources
2 (as appended to thereport of the TFSM) and be made available electronically in English,
Spanish, French, and Haitian Creole at no cost by the first Sunday of Advent, 2018; and be
it further

Resolved, That under the canonical direction of the Rector or Member of the Clergy in charge
and where permitted to do so by civil law, provision will be made for all couples desiring to
usethesemarriageliturgiesin their local congregation or wor shipping community, provided
that nothing in this Resolve narrowsthe authority of the Rector or Priest-in-Charge (Canon
[11.9.6(a)); and beit further

Resolved, That in dioceses where the bishop exercising ecclesiastical authority (or, where
applicable, ecclesiastical supervision) holds a theological position that does not embrace
marriage for same-sex couples, and thereisa desireto use such rites by same-sex couplesin
acongregation or wor shipping community, the bishop exercising ecclesiastical authority (or
ecclesiastical supervision) shall invite, asnecessary, another bishop of thisChurch to provide
pastoral support to the couple, the Member of the Clergy involved and the congregation or
wor shipping community in order to fulfill the intention of this resolution that all couples
have convenient and reasonable local congregational accessto theserites; and be it further
Resolved, That the provision of Canon 1.18.7 applies by extension to these liturgies, namely,
“It shall be within the discretion of any Member of the Clergy of this Church to decline to
solemnize or blessany marriage’; and beit further

Resolved, That the provisionsof Canon 1.19.3 regarding marriage after divorceapply equally
to theseliturgies; and be it further

Resolved, That bishopsexer cising ecclesiastical authority, or whereappropriate ecclesiastical
supervision, who hold a theological position that does not embrace marriage for same sex
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couples, shall in the case of remarriage after divorce, invite another bishop of this Church
to over see the consent process and to receive any report of such Marriages, as provided in
Canon 1.19.3(c); and beit further

Resolved, That bishopscontinuethework of leading the Church in compr ehensive engagement
with these materials and continue to provide generous pastoral response to meet the needs
of member s of this Church; and beit further

Resolved, That this Church continue to honor theological diversity in regard to matters of
human sexuality; and be it further

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention request the Joint Standing Committee on
Program, Budget, and Finance to consider a budget allocation of $100,000 for the
implementation of thisresolution; and beit further

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention direct the Secretary of General Convention and
the Custodian of the Standard Book of Common Prayer, in consultation with the outgoing
Chair of the Task Force on the Study of Marriage and the Chairs of the Legidative
Committees to whom this legislation is referred, to finalize and arrange with Church
Publishing for the publication (in English, Spanish, French, and Haitian Creole) of the
material contained in “Liturgical Resources?2” asapproved by the 79th General Convention;
the General Convention Officeto makethese materials available electronically at no cost no
later than thefirst Sunday of Advent 2018.

Citation: Genera Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), pp. 659-660.

Archives Research Report, 2018-B012 Page 2 of 2



