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PROVINCE OF THE SOUTHWEST

What promises to be one of the
test attended and most profitable
meetings of a Provincial Synod will
meet in Little Rock, Ark., next week,
from January 16 to 19.

Every Bishop in the Province has
promised to be present.. Bishop Tut-
tle will preside. #The Governor of
the State, the Mayor of the City, the
President of the Chamber of .Com-
merce and the Bishop of the Diocese
are ail scheduled to make addresses
| ©f royal welcome to the- delegates.

And then comes a long list of repre-
sentative men to conduct conferences
. upon the several departments of the
Church’s activities: Bishop Wise and
> Dr;- Gardner for conferences' on Re-
ligious Education; Bishop Thurston to
advance the interests of the Church
Pension Fund; Bishop Kinsolying and
\.the Rev:; George Craig Stewart will
handle Social Service.

The Woman’s Auxiliary pf? the
Province will also hold its meetings
. at the same time.

It promises to be “a great meefor
ing” and will kindle enthusiasm for
the Church’s work throughout the en-
tire Province. And in so doing it will
fee an added’evidence of the value of
the Provincial System, as lately
adopted ih|the Church»
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BISHOP SUFFRAGAN
OF CHICAGO INSTALLED

Bishop of the Missionary District of
Salina (Kansas) has been transferred
x from that District to become the
Suffragan Bishop of the Diocese of
- Ghicago. The installation service was
held in the Cathedral of SS. Peter and
Paul- on Monday morning, January
8th. The Bishop of the Diocese had
asked the Clergy to vest, and about
Qv one hundred of them fell into line.
£ *The Cathedral was filled with men
and.women from every part of the
Diocese. After the usual Canonical
-papers had been read and Bishop
Griswold had taken the vow of pon-
- formity, the Bishop of Chicago made
an address of welcome in his usual
strong, clear, incisive language, and
Bishop Griswold responded in an ad-
dress that will long be remembered.
The celebration of the Holy Commun-
ion followed, ‘the Bishop of the Dio-
cese being Celebrant, and the Bishop
Suffragan pronounced the blessing.
Following the service a receptionl was
given, and for an hour the two Bish-
ops shook hands with the Clergy and
Laity of the Diocese in attendance,
i and a few outside friends. !

The event was a most cordial wel-
come to the man who comes to take
the place of the lamented Bishop Toll
« and.to be a “right hand of strength”

|[w. to an over-burdened and over-worked
Diocesan. Bishop Griswold in his ad-
dress created a strong and favorable
impression, and he begins his work
with the confidence of the entire Dio-

\cese. As one man remarked“He
has been a Bishop for sixteen years,
and knows what the work is; and he
talked like a Bishop.”
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CRITICISM

We are attempting a difficult task.
We know it. ;

We are very far from having struck

twelve—we know that, too. We are
trying teffill a need that every Clergy-
man knows is existing. The Episco-
pal Church needs a dollar paper that
instructs and inspires. Every other
religious body has such an organ.
, We are n'ot receiving any income
for this service. Not a contributor is
receiving a penny for his services.
So at least we are not mercenary»
WEé have no great experience in edit-
ing a newspaper. This may be self-
evident. We believe that we 'can
learn.

We cannot guarantee to write that
which every reader will accept. How
could we?

Rt. Rev. Sheldon M. Griswold, D. D.,.

TO MEET AT LITTLE ROCK, JAN. 16-19

How are we to improve this paper?

First, by intelligent criticism, which
we invite. Remember, we have lim*
ited ourselves to a dollar. And a dol-
lar won't buy much in the way of
outward form. ]

Second, by intelligent co-operation.
If the thing.,is worth while we can
do better if we have a large support
than we can with a meagre one.

If we have the root of the matter,

SPRINGFIEU.

The Rev. Grandville Hudson Sher-
wood, Rector of Trinity Church, Rock
Island, 111, was elected Bishop of
Springfield on the thirteenth ballot
at a special meeting of the Diocese in
Convention held in the City of Spring-
field, 111, on Wednesday, December
27th.  Sixteen Clergymen had been
placed in nomination.

God of all dying, be Thou near,

Make Thy Great Presence ever Clear,

Bring Christ and Cross to closing eyes,

Make Christ the victory, Christ the
prize.

A BUDGET 0p

HAPPENINGS

St. Luke’s Church of Evanston, 111,
received the handsome sum of $2,309
towards the Building Fund on Christ-
mas Day. Of this amount $1,000 was
anonymously contributed. ,

Dr. Stewart gives a very interesting
account, in his Parish Paper, of a
notable series of meetings held in
St. Luke’s Parish House during the
first two weeks in Advent under the
leadership of Miss Victoria Bopth-
Clibborn.  “Hundreds of men and

A God Speed From The Presiding Bishop
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then be patient with us so that we
may bring forth fruit in due season.
There isnt a man on the staff who
wouldnt retire in favor of someone
who could do*better; and yve Editors
have 'pledged to each other, that if
in the opinion of the rest, any of us
fail, then he is to give way to some-
one else, ,, | . \Y

We are simply floating the enter-
prise with hardly any capital and
with only a moderate amount of abil-
ity, but we are doing it because it
needs to be done and we propose to
see it through for one year. ]

. Boost! and we may amount to
something.

Knock! and you may kill us. jj-

- Suggest improvements andjwe will
do our best.

But whether for better or worse,
we have made the attempt, and per-
sonally, |1 would rather attempt and
fail, than sit around telling other peo-
ple wisely what ought to be done.

The prayer of Jesus for human
brotherhood was not offered once for
all, but continues through the cen-
turies. It will not cease until it is fully
answered in the developing business
and industrial life of the world;—Ed-
ward 1. Bosworth.
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REV. DR. GEO. CRAIG STEWART
CALLED TO THE
BALTIMORE CATHEDRAL

The Rev. Dr. George Craig Stewart,
Rector of St. Luke’s Church, Evans-
ton, 11, Was unanimously elected,
-December 15th, the Dean of the Ca-
thedral of the Incarnation, Baltimore,
Md. St. Luke’ Parish Paper, in com-
menting on the election, says: “He
is not unconscious of the great op-
portunity for large service offered
him in this call, nor of the honor done
him and confidence reposed in him
by the Cathedral Chapter, but his
twelve years at St. Luke’s, have wov-
en ties about his heart that make it
difficult even to consider a,change.”
So far as we know, Dr. Stewart has
not up to the present time announced
his decision in the matter.

Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye
gazing up into Heaven? This same
Jesus which is taken up from you
into Heaven, shall so come in like
manner as ye have seen Him go into
Heaven.—The Acts of the Apostles.

The fetters of God are the sym-
bols of liberty.—Sunday School Times.

A

women,” he tells us, “have come to
hear her, some out of curiosity,
drawn by the name of Booth, some
out of sheer loyalty to the Parish
under whose auspices the meetings
were conducted, but all who came
went away saying, ‘That was a won-

. derful message |presented by a won-

derful Christian in a wonderful way.’

“For Miss Booth-Clibborn, daughter
of| the famous Marechale of France
and granddaughter of the still more
famous General William Booth, is a
young woman of remarkable beauty
and grace and power. She is one of
the most gifted speakers we have ever
heard. Master of four languages, her
English is rich and chaste and beauti-
ful, the ready instrument of a trained
mind and of a life utterly consecrated
to Christ. When she speaks, and
while she speaks, hot one person
stirs. In the pauses the ticking of the
clock sounds monstrous; she holds
and sways her auditors at will; she
is alight; aglow, radiant with the
beauty, of holiness, sweeping with her
voice the gamut of human emotion
and bringing every thought into cap-.,
tivity to Christ.

“We Churchmen know that Chris-
tianity is something more than indi-(
vidual conversion to Jesus Christ. It
is also corporate fellowship in the
Body of Christ. It is patient, humble,
constant continuance *in the Apostles’
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doctrine and fellowship and in break-
ing of bread and in prayers.” We be-
lieve in ‘the communion of Saints.”
But the foundation is, as the Epistle
to the Hebrews says,—Tepentance
from dead works and faith- toward
God.” After that comes ‘the doctrine
of baptism and of laying oh of- hands.’
The first thing is repentance;, the
second thing is faith. The meetings
at the Parish House have not aimed
at anything else than the one definite
Advent call of surrender of the will
to/ Jesus Christ, and we have had
nightly evidences of their effective-
ness. Night by night the promise
has been fulfilled. Christ has been
Li|fted up and He has ‘drawn men unto

im.’

“We are glad that Miss Beoth-Clib-
born came. Our daily intercessions
for her and for the meetings have
been answered. We pray God to bless
her wherever she goes. And we know
that the meetings conducted by her
have 4
‘Left a result of holier lives,

Tenderer husbands and worthier
wives,

The peace of God for the world’s
annoy*.. | a ~

Beauty for ashes, and nil of joy!

The Southern Churchman gener-
ously gives “The Witness” the fol-
lowing favorable notice, which we
greatly appreciate: “The number re-
ceived is full of original matter, under
several departments, and gives prom-
ise of a live and useful publication.
The purpose of the Editors is to pub-
lish a paper at a moderate .price,
which may be introduced, as far as
possible, into every Church family.
This purpose, we may say, is shared
by the Editor and publishers of each
of the general Church papers now in
existence. The field, however, is a tre-
mendous one, in which there is room
and to spare for all. The Southern
Churchman heartily welcomes this
new contemporary, and wishes it
every success in meeting the great
need which it is designed to supply.”

On the Third Sunday in Advent,
Dec. 17, 1916, in Trinity Church,
Crowley, Lai, the Rt. Rev. Davis Ses-
semus, Bishop of Louisiana, advanced
to the Priesthood the Rev. Menard
Doswell, Jr. The candidate was pre-
sented by the Rev. C. B. K. Weed,
Rector of the Church of the Good
Shepherd, Lake Charles, La., the ser-
mon was preached by the Rev. E. A
De WMiller, Rector of All Saints’
- Church, Grenada, Miss., and the Lit-
any was read by the Rey. Gardiner L.
Tucker, Secretary of the General
Board of Religious Education of the
Province of Sewanee. The Rev. Mr.
.Doswell will continue in his present
field at Crowley, Opelousas, Washing-
ton and Eunice, La.

St. Pauls Church, the Rev. Dr.
Lewis Brown, Rector, Indianapolis,
Ind., held the fiftieth anniversary of
the beginning of services upon its
present site, New York and Illinois
Streets, December 24. The Church
was founded August 9, 1866, and the
first service held in Military Hall,
upon Washington Street, September
2. Ground was broken for the Chapel
September 25,, and it was completed
for the first service, Christmas Eve.
Bishop Francis preached an admir-
able sermon in the morning, empha-
sizing the obligation resting upon
those who were heirs of such a sacred
past. In the evening Christ Church
and St. George’s united in the cele-
bration. Rev. James D. Stanley, Rec-
tor of Christ Church, voiced the con-
gratulations of the Mother Parish in
most eloquent words and the Rev.
George G. Burbanckwas equally felici-
tous concerning St. George’s Church.
Mr. Meredith Nicholson read a paper
upon the early history of the Parish
which was a literary gem. It lifted
the anniversary to the highest ppssi-

(Continued on Page 4.
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PERSONAL RELIGION
AIDS AND HELPS TO RELIGIOUS UFE

Edited by FRANCIS S. WHITE and H. J. MIKELL

THE COLLECT |

Almighty and everlasting Gad, who
dost govern all things in heaven and
earth; mercifully hear the supplica-
tions of thy people, and grant ns thy
peace all the days of onr life; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

It requires a lot of courage to say
this Collect, for not many of us act
as if we really believe that God “gov-
erns all things in earth.” We seem
to be satisfied to say that He governs
“all things in Heaven,” because we do
not spend very much time thinking
about Heaven, and until death strikes
at our hearths 'and hearts we are not
inclined to dwell much on the thought
that “Heaven is our home.” As we
grow older and we realize how many
of our .relatives and friends have gone
ahead of us into the other world, we
begin to feel that there is indeed truth
ih the old saying, “When wejare young
we think Home is Heaven; but as we
grow older we know that Heaven is
HomS.” But when we are young,
Heaven for most of us is a long way
off, and we do not pay much; atten-
tion to it iniiour thought life, though
the word may be often on our lips.
“God’s in His Heaven” is rather a
popular phrase with a lot of us; but
somehow or other one rarely hears
anybody say, “Gods in His world,”
We have sort of taken the world out
of God’s hands in our thought-life,
and that is the reason we have taken
lightly the thought that God “gov-
erns all things in earth.” If men
really believed that God “governs all
things in earth,” do you suppose the
world would be so God-less as it is?

St. James had to contend with this
same tendency to leave God out of
daily life. Remember how he says:
*Go to now, ye that say, today or
tomorrow we will go into this city
and spend a year there and trade and
get gain; whereas ye know not what
shall be on the morrow. For that ye
ought to say: ‘If the Lord will, we

..shall both live and do this or that*”

The Collect gives *a direct blow to
the practical atheism of a lot of us
Christians. That is why | said it

.takes a lot of courage to pray it; for

if men really believed that God is
indeed a potent living factor in their
every-day life, are you not quite sure
that they would treat Him and talk
With Him in a way quite different
from the way in which they usually
As far as God’s relationship to
our every-day life is concerned, too
many of us treat Him as if He was
only good for the extraordinary af-
fairs of lifeif and lif we pray at all,
we do it in the spirit if not in the
actual words of the aged darkey
caught in the deep waters of a ford
and in aﬁparent danger of being
swept off his cart: “O Lord, please
help me out of this! 1 never did ask
you for anything before, Lord, and
if youll only get me out of this. Il
never ask you for anything again.”
It would pay us to pay some atten-
tion to the first two words of this
CoHeet: “Almighty and everlasting.”
If we will say them with our heads
as well as our lips;*and if we will
try hard to act on the fact that God
is governing this present world, we
will find that our supplications Will
take on new meaning, and the result
of those supplications will most likely
be that peace which the Church bids
you seek for your life, because the
promise reads: “Thou wilt keep him
in perfect peace whose mind is stayed
on Thee.” This is a good prayer for
a man to learn who has fallen into
.the dreadful habitual sin of worry.
Why not try the experiment this
week of living every day on the theory
which the Church has put into this
prayer, namely, That God is indeed
governing all things on this earth.
Dont begin by trying to figure out
how this phrase fits in with the Euro-
pean war difficulties. Begin by of-
fering yourself to God, asking Him
to use you to carry out His plan for
governing your own little world, your
own daily life; and in the light of that
experience you will begin to find out
things you never thought of before
about God, and the war, and the whole
busilr&ess of living in this present
world.

THE EPISTLE

Havihg then gifts differing accord-
ing to the grace that is given us,
whether prophecy, let ns prophesy ac-
cording to the proportion of faith; or
ministry,, let ns wait on our minister-
ing: or he that teacheth, on teaching;
or he that exhorteth, on exhortation:
he that giveth, let him do it with sim-
plicity; he that ruleth, with diligence;
he that slieweth mercy, with cheerful-
ness. Let love be without dissimula-
tion. Abhor that which is evil; cleave
to that which is good. Be kindly af-
fectioned one to another with broth-
erly love; in honour preferring one

fervent in spirit; serving the Lord;
rejoicing' In hope; patient in tribula-
tion; continuing instant in prayer;
distributing to the necessity of saints;
given in hospitality. Bless them which
persecute you: bless, and curse not.
Bejoice with them that do rejoice, and
weep with them that weep, lie of
the same mind, one toward another.
Mind not high things, but condescend
to men in low estate,

St. Paul’s philosophy never left him
up in the clouds. You will notice that
his theology always bore a close rela-
tion to his conduct. He may start
his Epistles with a “tangled argu-
ment of doctrinal discussion,” but in
almost every case “he ends with a
series of practical maxims for the
conduct of life.” This is noticeabl
true in the twelfth and thirteent
chapters of Romans which the Church
gives us as Epistles for the first four
Sundays after the Epiphany. In to-
day’s Epistle we have St. Paul driv-
ing home the fact that God gave us
gifts to use in this “low estate” of
earthly life. God is going to rule
this earth through ~men—through
Christ Jesus working on the hearts
aud consciences of the men of this
evil world who have their bellies filled
with His hidden treasure. The rea-
son God does not seem to govern all
things in this world is because the
men in this world have forgotten to
give God credits for the treasures He
has hidden in their innermost being.
Just, see how God plans to rule and
govern this earth. “He that giveth”
—money, time, food, advice, himself,
his gifts—let him do it with simplic-
ity; “He tkat ruleth”
family, his committees, his city, his
state, his country, his Diocese, his
Parish, his Mission—et him do it with
diligence. By the way, stu<fy the
derivation and meaning of “diligence.”
“He that sheweth mercy” to the less
fortunate, the unfortunate; the offend-
er, the transgressor—“Shew it with
cheerfulness.” And so the list goes
on, no need to repeat it. Read over
carefully and prayerfully the require-
ments whiGh are listed' in- this Epis-
tle and examine yourselves in God’s
sight on how well or how poorly you
are qualifying; and maybe you will
find out why your life does not bring
you the joy and the peace you think
you ought to have. How can God
give us His peace all the days of our
life, if we do not do these things
which St. Paul enumerates as the duty
of a Christian citizen, living for a
while on this earth in company with
a lot of other men?

THE GOSPEL

And tbe third day there was a mar-
riage in Cana of Galilee; and the
mother of Jesus was there; and both
Jesus was called, and his disciples,.to
the marriage. And when they wanted
wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto
Him, “They have no wine." Jesus
saith unto her, “Woman, what have
I to do with thee? Mine hour is not
yet come.* His mother saith unto
the servants, “Whatsoever He saith
unto yon, do its” And there were
six water-pots of stone, after the
manner of the purifying of the Jews,
containing two or three firkins apiece.
Jesus saith unto them: “Fill the wa-
ter pots with water.” And they filled
them up to the brim. And He saith un-
to them: “Draw out now and bear to
the govenor of the feast.” And they
bare it. When the ruler of the feast had

*tasted the water that was made wine,
and knew not whence it was (but the
servants which drew the water knew)
the governor of the feast called the
bridegroom,” and saith unto him:
*Every man at the beginning doth
set forth good wine; and when men
have well drunk, then that which is
worse; but thou hast kept the good
wine until now.” This beginning of
miracles did Jesus in Cana of Gali-
lee, and manifested forth* His glory,
and His disciples believed on Him.

Here we have an example of God’s
“governing all things in earth.” The
Church puts before us this beginning
of the miracles of Jesus as evidence
that God was manifesting His glory
through the person of Jesus Christ.
That it was the act of God in the flesh
done for love of His creatures. The
.miracles of Jesus Christ are a stum-
bling block to many people, If you
are one of these people, buy a book
called. “The Gospel of the Miracu-
lous,” written by the Bishop of Lon-
don and published by the Young
Churchman  Company, Milwaukee,
Wis. It will cost about one dollar,
and it is worth a great deal more,
because the Bishop, who used, him-
self to stumble at the miracles, in
this book shows us how to believe
in these miracles, and then how to
glory ih them. | cannot deal with
the subject of miracles here. |ejust
want you to remember that a mira-
cle is not what that old darkey .whom

change in the order gf nature,” but
that a miracle is the simple assertion
that God "DOES GOVERN ALL
THINGS” by the present and perpetu-
al power of providence, as against the
theory that He “HAS GOVERNED all
things, and is governed Himself, by
the once-for-all enactment of an order
of Nature, in which He is imprisoned,
and with which He is powerless to
interfere.”

Not to believe in -miracles is not
to believe that God is in His earth.
If we have read God out of everyday
life; then today’s Collect is for us
mere “idle talk,” and this Gospel is
but a pretty sentimental tale. This
day’s teaching in Collect, in Epistle,
and in Gospel, is to bring us up with
a round turn, forcing us to decide
whether or not we believe in the
supernatural life. It takes a humble
minded Christian to believe that
“Earth’s crammed with, heaven,
And every common bush afire with

God,”
and it takes courage to live that faith
in a world which puts God in the
background instead of the foreground
of life.

Let us believe that God does rule
our life. Then we will be earnestly
trying to co-operate with Him. We
will offer Him ourselves, our souls
and bodies to use in the miracle-
working process of changing sinners
into saints; and help Him rule His
world through the medium He has
chosen, namely, “Christ,in you, the
hope of glory,”, working in and
through you, as He worked in and
through the servants who bare the
water-made-wine to the governor of
the feast, and knew who had done
the miracle. Ejjteyig

If, may not be amiss to ask you
here to note that what Jesus says
to the.Blessed Mother is:. “What is
there between Me and Thee?” Bishop
*Doane says this question of our Lord
to the Blessed Virgin Mary is a sol-
emn .protest at the start of Christ’s
ministry, against the thought of St.
Mary’s control over the actions of
Her Divine Son. This pfrotest by
Jesus should make it impossible for
us ever to look upon the Blessed
Virgin as a Mediatrix between man
and “The only Mediator.” Only by
remembering this can we keep senti-
mentality from playing havoc with
the relations which sinful men are
expected tq have with God through
the intercessions of Jesus Christ, and
the Holy Ghost.

A MEDITATION

“THE STRENGTH OF THE SPIB-
ITUAL”

There came Wise Men out of the
East; out of the land of mystery, the
land which has always held a fasci-
nating sway over the imaginations of
men. It is a land of strange contra-
dictions—of passionate love, of in-
tense hatreds, of eager adventure and
of the quiet of mystic repose, of hos-
pitality and of treacheries, of cruelty
and oppression, yet sometimes of
high thoughts and spiritual aspira-
tions; The land of lassitude and in-
ertia, yet the land where mathemat-
ics made its first calculations, and
where astronomers, as these Wise
Men were, first studied the stars; the
land of monotonous sweeps oi sand
and the most vivid contrasts of hu-
man character and attainments, of
cruel conquerors like Kubla Kahn,
and# high pure thinkers like Zoroas-
ter; the land from whence has come
all the great religions of the world.

Out of this East came three Wise
Men seeking Christ, the new-born
King. Their story has gone down
into the heart of the world. The
three ‘Kings, Casper, Melchior and
Baltasar, as tradition has called them,
pure souls, thinking high thoughts,
hoping for the coming of spiritual
things. And as they hoped and pray-
ed there was .borne upon them the
conviction that the One who would
bring in the reign of spiritual things
was at last born into the world, and
a strange bright star rose on their
horizon and seemed to lead them on-
ward over the desert waste toward
the land of Judea. And they followed
it, these spiritual adventurers looking
for the King.

And the first King they found was
Herod of Jerusalem. He had been a
great King in his day. The friend of
Mark Antony, the Roman, he had
been loyal enough and morally strong
enough to resist the fascinations of
Cleopatra when she had tempted him
to disloyalty to his friend. He had
built a splendid Temple in Jerusalem,
and his reign had recalled something
of the old time power and splendor
of King Solomon. After the Battle
of Actium, when all of the adherents
of Antony went down in ruin, Herod
had, by sheer personal charm, won
the favoriof Octavius and had been
confirmed in the possession of his
kingdom.

And the Wise Men came to Jeru-
salem, and they saw the greatness of
the city and the splendor of the tem-
ple, and they had audience with the
King, and. they knew that this was

they sought, this cower

COMMENTS ON THE NEW LECTIONARY

By REV. C. B. WILMER, D. D.

MORNING PRAYER

1 First Lesson
2s. after Epiph.

First Lesson (

Eph_'fj eﬁn:g [der. 7:1-20

I( EVENING PRAYER

Second Lesson

John 2:13end

Second Lesson

M. . 0% Ils, : 8-20

Ta. .21§nd %61 21445 i

W. 9end Rom.l1:1-25 : _Luke 4:143

Th. 2—457  Matt: %21 nd
[ 1 ] :8-cnd ; -%

- : ©os I-E fc; 18 Luke 2ﬁ-end or

K ' zefc; 12 .0,
For next.s. 1s. 42:1 7 John 1:35end I

SUNDAY LESSONS. Morning. The
first Lesson- is the story, in part, of
the successful visit gf Abraham’s
servant to get Rebekah as a bride for
Isaac. Would that our ‘congregations
would stand for the whole chapter.
The Second Lesson deals with the
general theme of marriage and of the
mutual relations of parents and chil-
dren, as well as expanding this germ-
inal truth into civil society in the
mutual relations of employer and em-
ployed; and treating the marriage re-
lation as a symbol of Christ and His
Church. This latter thought is also
the teaching of the O. T. alternative
lesson (formerly assigned to the third
Sunday after the Epiphany, but more
appropriate here), which also gives
God’s gracious promises to His
Church, including peace (see Collect
for the day) and lays a foundation
for the Church’s Missionary activity
in the truth of the God of Revela-
tion as the God of the whole earth.

The appropriateness of all this in
connection with the story contained
in the Gospel for the day, the wedding
af Cana of Galilee, is obvious.

EVENING LESSONS. The second
lesson takes the lead with the account
of our Lord’s cleansing of the Tem-
ple, a continuation of the harmonized
life and taken from the same chapter
as the Gospel for the day.

For the Old Testament backing of
this we have chosen the chapter in
which Jeremiah makes his plea for
social righteousness against, what we
should now call *“Churchianity, or
T_falsg Teliance on the “Temple of the

ord.

| WEEK DAY LESSONS. The morn-
ing week day selections are a con-
tinuation of the course reading in
Génesis and the se&on'd lessons com-

was merely material, the force of the
earthly arm and the dominance of the
human will. There was nothing spir-
itual, nothing of the soul. They must
seek further for the power that was
pure, that could ;old sway over, the
spirits of men, and they asked for
another King.

Despotic power, when it grows old
grows always cruel and suspicious.
And Herod’s fears were aroused; the
ancient prophecies were consulted and
the Wise Men were sent to Bethlehem,
and Herod cunningly told them to re-
turn and report to him if they found
the King they sought. But the Wise
Men were wise. They mocked Herod,;
“they made a child of the King, and
when, they came to.Bethlehem they
made a King of the Child.

They found no outward power in the
Stable of that Inn. Only a gentle
mother and an infant pressed to a
woman’s breast. It was a scehe of
utter weakness. But they bowed
down to that weakness. Because .it
was the weakness of God, and they
knew iliac the weakness of God is
infinitely stronger than the strength
of men. .Here was material weakness
but spiritual® strength; here was
weakness of krm but strength of soul,,
and they fell down and worshipped,
knowing thdt their spiritual adven-
tures, were over, and their spiritual
quest was won.

And from that day Christ has been
recognized as the King of men, be-
cause He is the spiritual King. He
is a revelation of thd mighty power
of naked spiritual strength. He mo-
bilized no army. He wrote no laws.
He only went about with a heart
filled with longings which seemed all
unsatisfied for the spiritual' uplifting
of His fellow-men. He lived a life
of weakness,- but it was a weakness
which held in itself and gave freely
to others the strength of God.

Why, He could not hide, the power
which His spiritual kingship gave
Him over the hearts of men even
under His humble life! He was a
King under the dark Olive trees of
the Garden of Gethsamane because
He had power enough over His own
will to say to His Father, “Thy will
be done.”

Pontius Pilate, questioning Jesus in
his judgment hall, said, “What is
truth?” and then he brought Jesus
out to the portico of his Palace wear-
ing the purple robe and the crown
ot thorns and though he knew it not,
he could not help speaking truth
when he pointed to Jesus and cried,
“Behold your King.” And those who
hated his spiritual sway cried out once
almost in despair, "See how we pre-
vail nothing, the world has gone after
Him/' And hanging on the Cross He
founded a spiritual kingdom which

.men.

plete the reading of Ephesians and
begin Romans, which, as the Gospel
df ~onship for the world, is mighty
good Epiphany stuff.
the harmonized Life of our Lord is
continued, with Isaiah for first les-
sons. As has been already pointed
out, Isaiah, chapters 40 to 66 inclu-
sive, contains the three elements of
Redemption, Missionary Program and
final Judgment. There is a certain
analogy between Christmas and Eas-
ter, in this, that both treat of Re-
demption, the one through the In-
carnation and the other through
Death and Resurrection; and both
are appropriately followed in Epistles
and Gospels and Lectionary, by pas-
sages which stress application of Re-
demption to life|| Redemption must
in no case be confounded with Sal-
vation. In the second year of the
New ¢ectionary, Isaiah 40:66 is used
with the same topical significance
and at the same time, in its true his-
torical connection, in Eastertide, in
connection with redemption from ex-
ile. In the Prayer Book scheme, Re-
demption through Incarnation on
Christmas is carried to a climax on
the Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany;
and Redemption through the Death
and Resurrection of our Lord, goes
on to the following Advent. What
Was said about Isalah 40-66 applies,
also, to the Epistle to the Romans,
as applicable both to Eastertide p,nd
to the season of Epiphany. In addi-
tion to the Gospel of Sonship for the
whole world, it also treats, in a most
thorough fashion the subject of the
relation between Redemption and
Salvation.

Lessons for next Sunday:

Gen. 27:46—28-end. John 1:35rC«d.
Ezekiel 18. Luke 6;12-end, or Isaiah
42:1—43:7, r

was stronger than Rome and her le-
gions. It was the compelling power
and attractiveness of the spiritual.

And it was so with His followers.

It was not b?/ force of arm or
strength of intellect that they influ-
enced the world, but in spite of weak-
ness they were made strong by their

spiritual power, and through their :

spiritual strength they brought new
and vigorous hope into the hearts of
HBBIHMVVIm

And it has always been so. When
the world is in its direst needs, then
God has-raised up men of spiritual
strength who have brought deliver-
ance to human society. There have
been men in every age who have
cried, “Give me strength, strength to
live a man’s life and do a man’s work
amid the difficulties and perplexities
which beset within and without.” And
there are many in every walk of life
who have found that the strength
they yearn for can come from Him,
who In the weakness of His human
life had always the strength of God.

And that is the spirit of.1His re-

ligion. It persuades rather than com-
pels; its weapon is influence, not
power. And whenever the Church has

used the power of arms or the' power
of persecution it has failed. “For the
weapons of our warfare are not car-
nal; but mighty through God to the
pulling down of strongholds.” Mighty
to the pulling down of the strong-
holds of injustice and oppression and
vice ~nd shame because it is the
highest, noblest, purest influence

:which human society has ever known.

It was to that influence which the
Wise Men vyielded themselves when
they followed the guiding of the Star
which led them to Bethlehem.

We can yield ourselves to that in-
fluence; being honest in our dealings

In the evening, '

-<

with our fellow-men, not from c¢oun- .

sels of prudence but from the very
love of truth; keeping ourselves pure,
not because we wish only to avoid
the physical punishment of physical
sin, or the complications of life w'hich
a breaking of the moral law brings
with 'it, but honoring our bodies be-
cause He bore a human body when
He was born into the world, giving
to Him as the Wise Men gave, our
gifts of service to His Church, be-
cause it is the highest cause to .which
any man can give himself—the spread
of the spiritual influence of Christ in
the world. And He does not want the
crumbs which we throw Him which
are left over from the table of our
service of self—as Diyes threw the
crumbs from his table to the beg-
gar who lay at his gate—Heé wants us
to give Him ourselves because He
gave Himself for thé spiritual uplift-
ing of the world.. H J M
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CHRISTIAN FAITH AND PRACTICE
WHAT THE CHURCH TEACHES
AND WHY WE BELIEVE HER

Edited by TRYING P. JOHNSON

n. RELIGION

Religion is no more confined to
logic than is loving one’s wife or
playing the piano. It is an elemental
and universal capacity with which
man is endowed.

I 'can sing, therefore | must sing.
I can love, therefore | must love. |
can worship, therefore | must wor-
ship. I can! I ought! | must!
Things that are elemental are not
based upon logic, but; upon instinct,
or rather intuition. The only argu-
ment in the Old Testament *for the
existence of God is that of David:
“My. soul is athirst for God, yea even
for the living God. When shall I
come to appear before God?”

The religion of the New Testament

does not come t0 us with the musty
sn”™ll of boohs and libraries, but redo-
lent with the fragrant breezes of Gali-
lee and thé fresh odor of the soil. It
was taught not by philosophers but
by:men who -lived very close to Moth-
er Earth. Its argument for religion
is a very simple one—the one ich
is behind every art and every in-
dustry of human life: *“Ask, and ye
shall,;receive. Seek, and ye shall find.
Knock, and it shall be opened Unto
you.
- The doors of opportunity swing open
in every avenue of man’s capacity
only to those who ask reverently, and
seek patiently, and knock confidently.
It is these qualities which have open-
ed doors to every artist and scientist
and business man who has achieved
success. It is the pioneer’s faith in
the unseen that has justified his ac-
tion, whether it be the faith of a
Columbus peering across the ocean,
or of a Watt Watching the steam from
a kettle. Religion is the romance of
-every, man’s soul, and determines
whether he shall cross the ocean with
the faith of a Columbus or with the
rebellious muttering of his grumbling
Krew.,

Why, then, do we believe,in God;?
Not because someone, has argued, us
-into such a belief (did anyone ever
convince you of anything by argu-
ment?) hut because; the Whole world
has been born With the capacity for
such belief, and you can no more
stop it by argument than you could
stop the world’s love of music or of
laughter by a sophistry.

The cynic may argue against one
or the other, because he has not ex-
perienced the joy of either; but is the
man who has not experienced a thing
in any position to argue about its
nierits?  Spiritual things are spirit-
ually discerned, just as musical things
are musically discerned, and neither
can be appreciated by the deaf. If
your soul is uplifted by a beautiful
service or by a splendid orchestra, it
is because your soul has the capacity
to enjoy and is therefore justified in
seeking” to enjoy. ,

WHY GO TO CHURCH?

It may be that the majority of men
do not go to Church, but the majority
of children are religious if they have
half a chance. Besides, what do the
majority of men do particularly well?
Do the majority of men on a jury
think, or do the majority of men
read good books, or sing correctly,
or paint pictures, or vote intelligently,
or succeed in business? What, dojjhe
majority of men do well except satisfy
the three animal appetites?

If only a small percentage of"men
are a religious success, we must re-
member that only about five per cent
succeed in business, and less than
that in intelligent initiative. Those
of you who have read Elbert Hub-
bard’s “Message to Garcia”-will ap-
preciate what 1 mean. Moreover, we
have a great public school system in
this country, with millions of stu-
dents’. How many form the habit of
study? How many are still students,,
ten years after their graduation? Are
schools therefore a failure?

Again, a good many people go to
the opera merely for show. So, un-
doubtedly, do they go to Church. But
if, on the edge of that fashionable
throng, there is one poor little music
teacher with the divine gift, the artist
has not sung in vain; and just so,
if there be one poor publican on the
back pew of a fashionable Church, the
worship has not ail been ghastly.

Of all the stupid arguments against
religion, the most stupid is that so
many religious people are hypocrites.
So are many business men cheats,
and college professors ignoramuses,
and married men brutes, and states-
men grafters, and so on. Unfortu-
nately it is the same man in the pew
whom you run up against in the
street. Frauds are there to test your
manhood, and your ability to be a
gentleman or a Christian; no sane

find frauds missing in any walk of
life. m

It is so much easier to make a
chromo than to paint a picture, and
to play ragtime than a symphony.
That is why so many are satisfied
with chromos and ragtime. Religion
is undoubtedly a gold mine, but there
are few nuggets lying on the surface,
and it is mighty hard to dig: Let
us therefore make no mistake. Do
ndt confuse the fact that you believe
there is a God with the fact that
you are practicing that belief.

THE VALUE OF AN OPINION

In the’firgt three cento
Christian era the Christian religion
was a life; then forten or twelve cen-
turies it was a deep conviction; now,
in public estimation, it is an opinion.
People pride themselves on having
an opinion. What’s it worth? There
have been several billion people on
the earth in the last few centuries
and every one of them has had an
opinion.  Your opinion is the nu-
merator one, and these several billions
form the denominator in estimating
the relative value of your opinion.
Men have never tried to ascend into
the air on an opinion; they want a
fact, such as an aeroplane.: For-
tunately people who have an opinion
that there is no such thing as mat-
ter, do not carry it to the point of
neglecting their daily meals.| But
people confidently expect that their
opinions will take them to Heaven!
An opinion will not take you any-
where.
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The Christian religion is not an
opinion about things. It is the life
of Jésiis Christ; that is, it is a fact,
and you need to have something more
than an opinion about that fact. You
need to have Christ within you—not
an opinion, not merely a conviction,
,but the facts of Christ’s life.
! 1t shall be the purpose of this series
of articles to show to laymen what
these jfacts are, and how they may
be appropriated by us, so that our
Christian life will be a reality and
not an opinion; a fact and not a
theory.

EA. PROVIDENCE

God’s Providence means His con-
trol oyer the world which He has
created; His “looking out for?” the
beings which He has made.

The doctrine is a corollary of God’s
love, His wisdom, and his power. A
God who is all wise, all powerful and
all loving must take care of, and pro-
vide for His creatures.

WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES

The Bible is full, of the doctrine of
Providence. God’s care is over all
creation. Psalm 104 shows how He
provides for aniamls and birds. Job
26 to 29 gives the same inscription.
Our Lord reminded his hearers that
God gave to the lilies of the field
their beauty—and if He so clothe the
grass of the field, which today is,
and tomorrow is cast into the oven,
shall He not much mpre clothe you
O ye of little faith. In another place
He says that not even a sparrow falls
to the ground without the Heavenly
Father’s notice. God’s Providence is
also over the destiny of nations.
Isaiah xliv: 21-28 and xly, teaches that
Cyrus was the instrument of God to
work His will. Psalm 97, “The Lord
is King, the earth may be glad there-
of, yea the multitude of the Isles may
be glad thereof. Clouds and darkness
are round about Him.” The fact that
He is ruling the destiny of nations
does not always appear to the eyes
of men, yet none the less “righteous-
ness and justice are the foundation
of His throne” and will in the end
so appear. Psalm 99, teaches the
same great truth.

That God’s Providence rules in the
lives of men is taught by the stories
of Joseph and of Moses, Joseph sold
into slavery, yet exalted to the sec-
ond' place in Egypt and made the
instrument by which his father’s
household is saved from starvation.

Moses saved from death as a baby,.

and trained in the court of Egypt to
become the savior of his people from
bondage.

IS THE BIBLE TRUE?

But today men want to know not
merely what the Bible teaches, but
whether or not the Bible is. true.
There is a very real, and very seri-
ous problem which weighs upon the
hearts of men in these days of world
war, when the nations of "terrible-
ness” seem to be winning all the vic-
tories. Does God care after all! Does

of necessity to the nation which has
the greatest power of destruction, and
the least conscience?

Does it pay- to do right, or does
unscrupulousness as long as it is not
too open, win the most in the end?

The problem is no new one, hut a,
very old one. The Psalmist felt it
in its full force. Ps. 73, “My feet
were almost gone, my trendings had
well nigh slipt. And why? 1 was
grieved af the wicked; | do also see
the ungodly in such prosperity. Lo
these are the ungodly, these prosper
in the world, and these have riches
in possession, and | said, Then have
I cleansed my heart in vain and wash-
ed my hands in innocency.” He had
come to tbe poihjt where he. was
almost ready to say that God did not
rule—that righteousness did not pay.
The solution is patience—wait awhile
—time will show that God does rule
—%nd only righteousness pays in the
end.

The solution of patience is set forth
in Ps. 371 Experience teaches in the
end that God does rule. In times of
stress we must simply fall back on
faith and wait in trust. Verse 7,
“Hold thee still in the Lord, and abide
patiently upon Him.” We cannot ex-
pect, at every moment, to understand
fully all of Gods ways, because His
Wisdom is so much greater than our
own.

, HOW GOD GUIDES US

For the full and clear vision of
God’s Providence we need an exten-
sive survey. If we look back over
the whole course of our lives we can
see how God has guided us, how His
care has never failed, how even those
times in which His care seemed most
lacking come at last to appear as
times of His wisest and most loving
guidance. Or as we look back over
history we are impressed by the fact
that God does rule the destines of
nations; As the poet, Lowell, ex-
presses it:

"Truth forever on the scaffold, wrong
forever on the throne,

Yet that scaffold sways the future, and
behind the dim unknown

Standeth God within the shadows,
keeping watch above His own.”

The habit of retrospection—of re-
viewing our life in order to see God’s
care and providence manifested in it
is one which we ought to cultivate
for the strengthening of our faith.

And by that habit we learn to see
that God’s Providence is over-ruling
rather than fore-ordaining.”, We can-
not say that God fore-ordained all
things that have happened to us.
Many things have come to us through
our own sins, or the sins, of other
people, but God’s Providence has over-
ruled them to our good. He who
“maketh the wrath of man to praise
Him,” has made all things—even the
things which were contrary to His
Will: “to work together for good” for
us, The Collect: “G God, Whose
never failing Providence ordereth all
things in-heaven and earth)” express-
es thewtruth of experience God does
rule allsthings, and so order them that
in the end they work out His Will.

/ JHY.

NOT UNDERSTOOD

Not understood, we move along
asunder;
Our fpaths. grow wider as the sea-
sons creep;
Along the years we marvel, and we
Wonder
Why life is life. And thpn we fall
asleep—
%1 Not understood.

Not understood, yve gather false im-
pressions,
And hug them closer as the years

go by,
Till virtues often seem to us trans-
gressions, *
And thus men rise and fall and live
and die—s
Not Understood. -«

understood—how trifles often
change us;
The thoughtless sentence or
fancied s.light
Destroy long years, of friendship and
estrange us,
And on our souls there
freezing blight—
Not understood

Not
the

falls a

How many cheerless, lonely nearts
are aching
For dIack of sympathy—Ah, day by
ay,
How many cheerless, lonely hearts
are breaking,
How many noble spirits pass away-—
Not understood.

Oh, God! that men could see a little
clearer;
Or judge, less hafshly where they
cannot see—e
Oh, God! that men would draw a lit-
tle nearer
One another, they’d be nearer Thee—
And understood.

WHO’S WHO In The CHURCH
SKETCH OF REV. B. T. KEMEKER,

OF ST. LOUIS
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The Rev. B. T. Kemerer of St. Louis
Starts Jan. 1 On a Six Months’
Tour for the General Board
of Religions Education
For six months, beginning January
1st, the Reverend B. T. Kemerer,
Vicar of St. Georges Chapel, St
Louis, Mo., will be on the road as
Special Agent of the General Board
1 of Religious Educaticin to do two

things.

He will act as the Board’s interpret®
er of the new Christian Nurture Series
of Lessons.

He will gather for the Board such
constructive' criticism as may come
to him while visiting the various cen-
ters of population.

After the Board had selected Mr.
Kemerer for this highly specialized
work, it appealed to the official Board
of St. George’s, Chapel.to release him
from parochial duty for six months.
The only argument that prevailed
with the Board, was its conscious
sense of making a definite contribu-
tion to the cause of Religious Educa-
tion in the Church. As a result of
this gift by the Parish the Church
is to comexinto direct contact with
a man who has made? a distinct suc-
cess of himself and a notable success
in the field of Religious Education.

Mr. Kemerer has been'actively in-
terested in the St. Louis Church
School of Religious Instruction,
which is a product of the St. Louis
Clergy that has been widely copied
in other cities. He was its Secretary
for the first two years, 1913-14. In
1915 he became interested in the
Christian Nurture Course for Sunday
Schools and conducted, a Conference
weekly for the Teachers of St. Louis
in connection with the Church School
of Religious Education that Winter.
; Since 1908 Mr. Kemerer had been
at work grading his own Sunday
School, but he found no suitable ma-
Eerial adaptable to a true graded sys-
em.

“And so, when the Christian Nurture
Series .came out in 1915” said Mr.
Kemerer to an interviewer, “l im-
mediately recognized in it elements

of great value to a real graded sys-'

tem of Religious Education. | put it
to work in my own*. Sunday School,
and the.results were impressive.”

A PERSONAL SKETCH

The Reverend Mr. Kemerer is an
interesting personality. His father was
a Methodist Presiding Elder. He has
a brother still in the Methodist-min-
istry. It is a curious coincidence that
he came into the Church under the in-
fluence of a Priest who was a former
Methodist minister, was confirmed by
a Bishop who was raised a Methodist;
and ten years ago succeeded a former
Methodist minister as Vicar of St
George’s Chapel.

He is forty-three years old, haying
been born December 9th, 1873, at Ver-
non Center, Minn. In those days Meth-
odist parsons worked under a two-
year rule, that is, their term of serv-
eice expired every two years. And so
the Kemerer family was kept quite
on the move.

Before he went to Hamlin Universi-
ty, St. Paul, Minn., in 1890, his edu-
cation had been exceedingly frag-
mentary. He really began life as a
“printer’s devil”, when 10 years old.
He was so small that he had to climb
up on the plate boxes'in order to set
type. But he learned rapidly. As a
boy printer, he learned how to spell,
as he never could have learned in
school: “All the -English | .know |
learned in the printer’s shop”, he re-
marked.

When 16 years old, he and his
brother bought out a little weekly
newspaper, the “Hector Mirror”, at
Hector, Minn, He had $20, and his
brother had $70- Together they put
this modest sum into the enterprise,
and assumed about $600.00 worth of
debts. In 13 months they cleared off
every penny of debt and sold the

With this capital, he and two broth-
ers started their college barbers. They
took two rooms between them, and
each had his turn at the cook stove.
AH of them became deft artists with
the skillet and the frying pan. On Sat-
urdays Mr. Kemerer worked as a
printer, thus enabling him to make
both ends meet while in College.

In his Freshman year, in 1891, he
became class orator. He may then
have prophesied the present” war, for
his class oration was on “Bismarck
and German Unity”. He was local
Editor of “The Oracle”, the Col-
lege paper. In his second year, illness
caused him to change his plans. He
was obliged to leave the College
campus, and after his recovery go
back to the newspaper office. In 1896
he bought the Stewartville, Minn,,
TimeS, and sold it two years later. On
October 1st, 1896, he married Miss
Oallie E. Frederick of Olivia, Minn.

Mr. Kemerer had started out in' life
with the idea of becoming an educator,
but in 1899 he went to St. Louis and
entered the employ of the Simmons
Hardware Co. By 1902 he had risen to
the position of Advertising Manager of
the Company’s retail store down town.

During this latter period of his life
he Came under the influence of Rev-
erend Edmund Duckworth, Rector of
St. James’ Church, St. Louis. Mr.
Duckworth presented him for Con-
firmation by Bishop Tuttle on Eas-

ter Day, 1900.

ENTERS THE MINISTRY

After a short period in the Church’s
life Mr. Kemerer decided to prepare,
himself for the Priesthood. Bishop
Tuttle licensed him as Lay Reader in
charge of Trinity Church, St.”Charles,
and St. Mark’s, Portland, in the Dio-
cese of Missouri. While serving as
Lay Reader, he prepared himself for
his canonical examinations, which in
due time he passed. Bishop. Tuttle or-
dained him to the Diaconato in No-

vember, 1903, and in November, 1904,y

he was advanced to the Priesthood.
Following his ordination, he became
Missionary to the C$y Institutions in
St. Louis. For two years he developed
and extended the work and influence
of the Church in these places. He es-
tablished new work in three institu-
tions, hitherto untouched by any re-
ligious work, and increased the paid
staff of assistant workers from one
to three.. While City Missionary, he

lived in Schuyler Memorial House (the .
Parish House) of Christ Church Ca- |

thedral. Here he came under the di-
rect influence of the Dean, Rev. C. M.

Davis.

On February 1st, 1906, St. George’s
Church was taken over by thé Cathe-
dral and became a Chapel, a part of.
the Cathedral work. Mr. Kemerer be-
came its first Vicar, in succession to
the late Rev. Dr. Robert A. Holland,
On February 4th of this year he wi)l
return to St LouiSMo celebrate the
tenth year of his pastorate in this
Church;

For ten years Mr. Kemerer has en-
deared himself to St. Louis by his in-
nate modesty, his whole-souled appli-
cation to the work of the Church, his
foresightedness and energy in block-
ing out; important work, and last, but
not least, the charm of his fine per-
sonality, felt by all who have come
into contact with him.

From 1906 to 1914 he was Chaplain
of Bishop Robertson Hall, a Church
School for Girls, and for the past six
years he has been a member of the
Missionary Board of the Diocese of
Missouri.

St. Louis will miss him for the next
Six months. But St. Louis will feel
compensated by the knowledge that
the cause of Religious Education Will
be greatly advanced by his taking hold
of this work to which he has been
called by the General Board of Re-

ligious Education.
BERNARD GRUENSTEIN.

A PRAYER FOR TODAY

By the Late Bishop Carmichael
God of all anxious, Saviour dear,
Bring faith and comfort far and near,
Let weak hearts wait Thy Holy Will,
Speak to them gently, “Peace, be

What is it thou wouldst have done,
that He cannot do if He think fit? And
if He thinketh not fit, if thou art one
of His children, thou wilt think with
Him; thou wilt reverence His wis-
dom, and rest satisfied with His will.
This is believing indeed; the rolling
all our desires and .burdens over upon
an Almighty God; and where this is,
it cannot choose but establish the
heart in the midst of troubles, and
give it'a calm within the midst of the
greatest storms.—Robert peishton.

Be thoroughly, genuinely unselfish.
Don't think about how you look, but

tirliof wAii la molrn aPjat*



Copyright 2020. Archives of the Episcopal Church / DFMS. Permission required for reuse and publication.

BUDGET OF NEWS

(Continued from Page One)

ble plane and depicted the work of
the Parish completely. The midnight

.Communion brought out a congrega-

tion that filled the church. The early
celebration upon Christmas Day was
held in the chapél and the Rector
preached in connection with the mid-
day. celebration, thus closing a very
beautiful and helpful series of serv-
ices.

St- Stephen’s Church, Terre Haute,
Ind.v honored its seventy-fifth anni-
versary, St. Stephen’s Day, Dec. 26.
In the evening the Rector gave an
admirable Sketch of the history and
he was followed by a series of ad-
dresses in the Parish House. Mr.
W. C. Ball, presided. Letters were
read from the Rev. Messrs. Dunham
and McLean. Congratulatory remarks
were, made by the Ministers of the
city, including the Jewish Rabbi. An
appreciated and valued guest was Rev.
James D. Stanley of Indianapolis, a
former Rector, who reviewed his con-
nection in a delightfully reminiscent
way. Although the weather was most
inclement, the attendance was very
large.

The Indianapolis Churchman will
appear at the beginning of the year
under its new editor, Rev. A. L. Mur-
ray of Evansville. Several new- fea-
tures have been, added and it will
prove of great value to the Diocese,

Christmas was honored by excel-
lent attendance everywhere in the
Diocese of Indianapolis. The absence
of settled Rectors at Richmond, La-
fayette and Anderson deprived these
Churches of their full quota of serv-
ices, but the. Bishop, assisted by the,
Lay Readers, saw that reasonable
provisions for their care were made.

The vacancy at the Cathedral, In-
dianapolis, has been filled by the ap-
pointment of the Rev. John White,
Rector of Zion Church, Oconomowoc,
who took charge the first of January.

RHODE ISLAND NOTES

At Grace Church, Providence, which
is located in the heart of the city’s
shopping district, a noon-day service
with ten minute address is held daily
from 12:30 to 12: 3p. The Church Clergy
of the Diocese and Ministers of other
city Churches assist the Rector in
thejse services, which are a civic and
social as well as a Church enterprise.
The present policy is to have a man
take the services for a week and to
make his addresses a ;sériés on a
single topic. During Advent the
Preachers were thé™ Rev. Gaius G,
Atkins, Pastor of the Central Con-
gregational Church, the Rev. A B.
Cohoe of the First Baptist Church,
and the Bishop of the Diocese. Top-
ics discussed were, Practice of the
Presence of God, and The World Pre-
pared for Christ.

The maintenance of these services
is only one of several ways in which
Grace Church is:trying to make her-
self an inspiring force in the life of
the city. «*

The dedication of thé new building
for the St. Elizabeth Home marks a
decided advance in the work of that
institution which exists to care for
the homeless invalid. The old building
was outgrown and outworn and had
been damaged by fire. The new struc-
ture is much larger, thoroughly mod-
ern in design and complete in all its
appointments. It provides a beauti-
ful building for a blessed work.

The Church of the Redeemer”Provi-
dence, after about sixt% years'of life
in its present location, has determined
on removal to a more promising field.
Almost no families of the Parish re-
side in the neighborhood which has
become a congested foreign district.
The property has been sold to the
Roman Catholic Diocese for the use
of a Polish congregation. Use of the
Parish House is reserved by the
Church until March, 1918, when they
hope to have completed a new Church
on a more favorable site.

A new Guild has been- organized in
St. George’s Parish, Newport, called
St Martha’s Guild. Its purpose is to
deal with problems of the home and
the family, and as a kindred subject,
religious education. It is'made up
largely of heads of families.

At the last meeting of the Clerical
Club, Mr. James R. Brown of New
York spoke on Civic Righteousness,
to attain which, he argued, it was
necessary to adopt the program of
thé single-tax advocates. It was a
very lucid exposition of the single-
tax theory, and his apt stories and
striking colloguialisms made his talk
highly entertaining as well a$ illumi-
nating.

A campaign to raise $250,000 in ten
days for the new Brownell Hall, the
Diocesan School for Girls, Omaha,
Nebr., resulted in securing nearly
$150,000. It is confidently believed
that other subscriptions will be sub-
sequently received. The wofk on the

ten awes donated by the »George
brothers at Fairacre.

It is a fact worth noting that three
of the state officers of Nebraska who
took the oath of office January first,
are Churchmen. They are the Hon.
Keith Neville, Governor, who is a
communicant of the Parish of Our
Saviour, North Platte; the Hon. Edgar
Howard, Lieutenant Governor, a Ves-
tryman of Grace, Columbus, and
Charles W. Pool, Secretary of State,
a communicant of Grace Church, Te-
cumseh.  j

Roy Howard Fairchild, a Senior in
the Seabury Divinity School, was
ordered Deacon .in St. Mary’s Church,
Nebraska City, Nebr., the Fourth Sun-
day in Advent, December 24, by the
Bishop of the* Diocese, the Rt. Rev.
Arthur L. Williams, S. T. D. The
candidate was presented by the Rev.
Wesley W Barnes, Rector of the Par-
ish, who had dprepared hm for the
Seminary; an the sermon whs

reached by the’Rev. Thomas J. Col-
ar, Rector of the Church of the Good
Shepherd, Omaha, who several years
before had presented him for Con-
firmation at Oskaloosa, Kans.

Mrs. F. W. Loring, after a short
iliness, passed into life from the
family-residence in Sac City, lowa, on
Saturday, December 23rd. The fun-
eral services were held on the fol-
lowing Tuesday and,the .body was
taken to Oskaloosa, lowa, where she
formerly resided, for burial. Mrs.
Loring was well known and highly
esteemed throughout the Diocese of
lowa as an active worker in the
Woman’ Auxiliary. For a number
of years she served faithfully and
well as the Secretary of the Diocesan
Branch of that organization.

OREGON NEWS

A campaign is on to raise $17,000
as Oregon’s share toward the initial
$5,000,000 to start the Pension Sys-
tem Mr. W. J. Burns, a prominent
business man; is heading a Strong
group of laymen, who plan through
a six weeks’ period to cover the Dio-
cese. On February 11th all the
Clergy, where distance allows, are to
exchange pulpits for the sake of pre-
senting the Fund, and the week later
they will present the matter to their
Own people and take up the final of-
ferings. The campaign will close with
a large dinner for men and women,,
and a mass meeting in Trinity
Church. . ,

The Diocesan Committee on Chris-
tian Education has organized a Teach-
ers’ Institute in Portland which holds
monthly meetings at the Cathedral
Parish House. The attendance and
interest have been surprisingly good.
It is hoped that the Christian Nur-
ture Lessons will be studied and dis-
cussed and, if possible, introduced
generally next ,year- throughout the
Diocese,

The Portland. Clergy have rented a
suite of rooms down town as a cleri-
cus headquarters. A meeting is held
every Monday morning with a faith-
ful attendance of nearly all of the

citx Clerge/. ;

new Church was formally opened
on December 17<fi at Bedford. Father
Hamilton is Priést-in-Charge of the
work. It is hoped to, liquidate the
small debt very soon, and then con-
secrate it, and dedicate it to the
Evangelist St. Mark.

A helpful Mission was conducted in
St. Mark’s Parish, Portland (Rev. Fr.
Simpson, Rector) .during December,
by the Rev. Fr. Hamilton of Medford.

Plans are afoot to raise/a fund to
rehabilitate St. Andrew’s"Mission in
Portsmouth (North Portland). It is
proposed to put new foundations un-
der the Qhurch and completely reno-
vate the whole building. M

Midnight Eucharists were sung
Christmas Eve at Trinity |and St.
David’s Parishe's in Portland. All the
Parishes report good Christmas serv-
ices. The offerings of the children
were given to ‘the News Boys Cot
in the Good Samaritan Hospital, and
the congregational offerings went to
the General Clergy Relief Fund.

A Vested Choir of children sang
for the first time on Christmas Eve
at St. David’s, Portland. This Par-
ish has a Children’s Service every
Sunday at 9:30, at which this Choir
will Sing. “Alpha.”

COLORADO NOTES

At the meeting of the Board word was
sions held on Jan. 2nd, the Bishop
Coadjutor requested tie Rev. B. W.
Bonell, thé Secretary of the Board,
to secure such facts regarding the
iyri«Rir>Tiaries in, the field as would

tion of Clerical salaries. The Bishop
‘will be grateful for this information
where it is given and Mr. Bonell and
the Bishop will treat,such informa-
tion as of a,confidential character.

At the meeting of the Board was
received of the work done by the
Rev. Mr. Dow in opening services at
Rocky Ford, where a chapel has been
rented and furnished, and a congre-
gation has been gathered.

Rocky Ford is too promising a
place for this Church longer to ig-
nore it.

Action was taken looking to the
putting of a Missionary at Laffiar and
Las Animas as soon as the man and
the money could be secured. The
Arkansas Valley needs our prompt
and effective attention,

The Bishop has. assigned to the
Archdeacon (besides the occasional
places which he visits) the care until
June 1st of the following stations:
Aguilar, Walsenberg, Alamosa, Monte
Vista, Del Norte, Creede, Saguache,
Villa Grove, La Jara and points ad-
jacent, and he will give a regular
schedule of Visits to these places
which the Bishop hopes to visit after
Easter. He will have all the powers
of a Rector in these places until the
Council.

The Bishop visited St. Paul’s, Fort
Morgan (the Rev. C. A Burritt), on
Jan. 4th, and found a united Mission
planning bigger things for the Church
in that city, and devotedly attached
to their Priest who recently declined
to leave them for a city Parish.

We congratulate the Rev. Dow of
La Junta in resisting a flattering offer
in the South and in sticking to the
Arkansas Valley.

The Bishop has not yet decided the
matter of a permanent residence, but
mail can be directed to 2011 Glenarm
Place, Denver, Colo.

IS THE WORLD GROWING BETTER?

The question, “Is the World Grow-
ing Better?” put to a number of emi-
nent men, is answered affirmatively,
for the most part, in the January num-
ber of The Expositor. Charles W.
Eliot, ex-President of Harvard Uni-
versity, is of the opinion that “No
healthy person who has the habit of
careful observation and orderly think-
ing can possibly doubt that the world
today is a better place to live in than
it was one hundred, five hundred, or
a»thousand years ago, especially for
the masses, or the common people”.
The Editor of the Boston Globe is
somewhat doubtful. He would have no
difficulty in answering the question
decidedly in the affirmative, “if. it
were not for the slaughter in Europe,
but as long as our civilization permits
such a slaughter-house to exist, we
feel that we are very much more in-
terested in trying to make the world
better than speculating as to whether
it is better”. Bishop McDowell of the
Methodist Episcopal Church gives the
unique answer: “l think the world is
growing better. | think' it is also
growing worse. ‘The. morning cometh
and also the night,” In other words,
the world does not go steadily and
evenly forward in its progress,” Henry
¢. King, President of Oberlin College,
finds some comfort, “in spitr of the
intolerable war, in the splendid show-
ing that is being made by the rank
and file of the belligerents, and in the
fact that it seems growing increas-
ingly clear to all of them that they
must plan for a peace better guaran-
teed than any the world has yet seen”.
John Wanamaker, merchant prince,
statesman and leader: in religious cir-
cles, is very optomistic. After giving
several cogent reasons for his opto-.
mistic outlook, he says:'“To sum it
all up, there is-no question but that
the standards of righteousness are
higher today than at any other period
of the world’s history.” Samuel Gom-
pers, President of the American Fed-
eration of Labor, thinks that higher
ideals prevail today than ever before.
“It is,” he says, “by the ideals that
we must judge any time or any ef-
fort. The labor movement has been a
great harmonizing force that has
been powerful in directing the con-
sciences of all. The world’s progress
and the world’s betterment is due in
no small measure to the power and
idealism of the labor movement.” The
most encouraging answer of all comes
from Wm. J. Burns of the Interna-
tional Detective Agency. His world,
however, is limited in his answer to
the boundaries of Greater New York,
which he thinks has been growing
better and better for the past five
years. “We are growing better today,”
he says, “than* we have ever been in
our history, and we are growing bet-
ter all the time,”notwithstanding that
you may read in the daily papers
concerning the commission of crime.”
We suppose Mr. Burns expects us to
infer that if New York is growing
better, the rest oL the world must be

FROM FAR

AND NEAR

MEN AND EVENTSIN THE WORLD'S EYE

Edited by GEO. C. SAGE

The Bishop of Rome seems to have
noted the growing friendliness of the
Anglican jorhmunion and the Eastern
Churches. The war is going to put
a new face on the map of Europe, not
alone politically, but as regards the
Church.  Perhaps Belgium, Rome’s
strong supporter, may from ‘'now on
be less disposed to unhesitatingly fol-
low the Papacy since the Papacy has
been so forgetful of poor Belgium’s
wrongs. It may be, too, that Emperor
Joseph’s death has diminished the
loyalty of Austria-Hungary to the
Papal See.

Whatever the motive, Benedict XVI
it is reported, is about to make over-
tures to the cultivation of more
friendly relations with us of the Angli-
can- Communion’; and with the Rus-
sian Church. Of course Rome has
never denied to the Russian Church
the possession of a valid Ministry and
succession. And now she explains
that the; famous bull of Leo is, after
all, only the opinion of one pope,
is not:“de fide,” etc. Querry: When
does the faithful Romanist know that
the utterance of the Supreme Pontiff
is “infallible”?,

Here is the story as it reaches us
m-it has just come to hand:

Letters from the Vatican received
by Dr. A. Palmieri, of the Library of
Congress, a recognized writer -on ec-
clesiastical subjects, announces that
Pope Benedict XV. soon will appoint
a’ commission |©f- four Cardinals to
renew a movement begun by Pope
Leo XIIl. and abandoned by Pope
Pius X. looking to a reunion of Chris-
tianity and the cultivation of friendly
relations with the Anglican Church.
A public announcement on the subject
from Rome is expected soon.

Dr. Palmieri said tonight that the
new movement will be directed par-
ticularly toward the establishment of
a reunion of the Russian Church and
the Papacy and to a thorough re-
examination ; into the wvalidity of
Anglican or Episcopal ordinations
which was settled in the negative in
a Papal Bull, “Apostolical Sedis”, by
Pope Leo X. wm

“The new Pope,” Dr. Palmieri said,
“has taken a considerable part in the

. efforts of neutral nations to establish

peace among nations and the Vati-
can’s efforts have been suggested not
only by a humanitarian spirit but by
a longing for Christian unity and end-
ing the conflict which long has di-
vided Christian Churches. Efforts of
Leo XIII. for carrying out the reunion
of Christianity were stopped by Pius
X., who aimed at an inner reform of
the Catholic Clergy and turned all
his_energies to the crushing of mod-
ernism.

“Benedict XV. thinks it is time to
renew the policy of Leo XIII., and
also that a re-establiShment of a po-
litical peace would; be the first step
toward renewed attempts to step the
splitting of Christianity into a great
number of sects.

“For this purpose the Pope intends
to set up a Commission of four Cardi-
nals who will devote their intelléctual
and moral energies to the study and
solution of the difficult problem of
religious dissensions within Christen-
dom.

“It seems to the Vatican that the
orthodox Slavs will be called to take
a more active part in the life of
Western nations, either Protestant or
Catholic, and that it is necessary to
come to an understanding with them
in order to avoid evils: produced by
religious intolerance. The Commis-
sion of Cardinals also will cultivate
friendly relations with the Anglican
Church.

VALIDITY OF ANGLICAN ORDERS

“One of the most important tasks
will be a re-examination of the argu-
ments on the validity of Anglican
ordinations.  The. Bull ‘Apostolical
Sedis’ by Leo X. has settled in the
negative the problem of that validity,
but generally theological schools as-
sume a more favorable attitude to-
ward acknowledgment of the validity
of Anglican orders.” .

Dr. Palmieri made public a letter he
had just received from Prof. "W Ek-
zempliarski, editor of the Christian
Thought in Russia, in which the Rus-
sian writer said:

“It is with a feeling of joy that
Russians see their Ameriean brothers
take in hand the initiative of Chris-
tian unity with energy and assiduity.”

“Of course, Rome cannot see with
indifference the growing friendship
between Anglicanism and orthodoxy,”
Dr. Palmieri declared, “and, conse-
quently, the new Commission of Car-
dinals will examine whether American
Christianity™ feels instinctively the

need of harmonizing the'various ten-j

dencies of Christian mind to form a

% erican peanuts.

the first step toward a united Chris-
tianity.”

WHAT HAS THE WAR TO DO WITH
CHINA?

r Nothing at all one would instantly

say. Well, let’s hear what our. own
Bishop Roots has to say. He was
Speaking the other evening before the
Episcopalian Club of Boston, and
made the following interesting re-
marks.

“l am very frequently asked wheth-
er the Chinese take very much inter-
est in the war. | was traveling in the
interior where the farmers raise Am-
I was asked, What

is this European war? When is it go-

ing to stop?’ | said, ‘What do you
know about thé war?’ They answer-
_er, ‘The price of peanuts has gone
down’ They were suffering because
their markets were cut off.
“As we came past a little house
' by the road a Roman Catholic Priest
«who stood in front inquired, ‘Are you
the Bishop of Hankow? Our Bishop
is here and wants to meet you.” We
were received with the utmost cor-
diality. These two Missionaries—
they were Belgians—greeted us meat
cordially. After the formalities were_
over, the Roman Catholic Bishop, a
man 70 years old, with a long white
beard, came up and tpék my hand in
both of his and said to me, “You are
the first Americans that wo have seen
siseé the war began, and | wanted to
take this first opportunity through
you to thank the Americans-for what

. they have done for my country.5 That

is one of the echoes of what you have
you may imagine that it made a bond
of .union between us and those Bel-
done for Belgium, heard away off
there-in the interior of China! And
gians there in the heart of China.
That is the sort of thing that goes on
and links men together in the King-
dom of God. | believe that this is the
kind of thing that is happening far
more frequently than we realize and
to which we may look with much con-
fidence for some happy remits spring-
ing out of the present terrible condi-
tions in the midst of which our breth-
ren in Europe live.

A SUGGESTION

“There is this one thing more | wish
to say. That is to ask whether this
Club through its individual members
may not do something to promote' a
better understanding between America
on the one hand and China and Japan
on the other. It is-too much to ask
that we should consider putting some
of our brains and of our money—I
am not saying anything against mili-
tary and naval preparedness—but is
it not reasonable that we should put
half as much brains and money into
the business” of understanding our in-
ternational neighbors and making
friends of them, as we put into the
business of preparing to fight with
-them in case they quarrel with us?
| believe that that is one of the su-
preme duties of America now in its
.relations with Japan and China.
There are important questions coming
up, and, if we do not put our best-
informed, largest-minded .men, men
with the broadest knowledge of inter-
nat’onal law and affairs, to study
these questions and see what is the
best arrangement to make, these
questions will make us a great deal
of trouble. If we do attack these
problems in the right way we can
make everlasting friends of both
China and Japan.”
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EDITORIAL

The war is a terrible calamity. It illustrates our Lord’s state-

It must needs be that offenses come, but woe to that man by
whom the offense cometh’\

H | Sufferings and miseries are incidental .tov\lli\;e’s struggle. Indeed,’

they must needs be”.

But there is another view to take of calamities, a view that would
seem to be the Christian view, and that view is that struggle is the
$nee of growth. We open our geologies, and find that this world,
with its green fields, placid lakes and babbling brooks™'is the result
«qf titanic forces,—earthquakes, upheavals, watery waves, intense heat,
«enormous pressure and that out of it all has come God’s green earth.

We open our zoologies, and find that hideous creatures, with
Sabre tooth and; protruding tusks, battled for supremacy in pre-his-
toric ages, and out of it all has come the flocks and herds upon a
thousand hills. LN

We go into the forest, and all wild life is tragic—each animal

pursued by those bent upon destruction, and in all probability await-
ing a violent death.

*We open our histories, and we find that great.tragedies have
made up life’s story.

.Most histories are a record of human conflict, and out of it all
has come the nations of the earth.

We were speculating the other day on the great blessings of
history, and we were surprised how many; of them must have seemed
like calamities to those who were immediately concerned. So we
need a perspective to tell whether things are blessings or calamities.

One who stood in the judgment hall and heard sentence of death
passed upon Jams Christ, or one Who had watched with the little
band of faithful disciples at the foot of the cross, could scarcely have
guessed that the Cross of Christ’'w*as to become the greatest inspira-
tion to love thqgt the world has ever seen.

Or if one had been present in the arena and watched the sicken-
ing sight of wild beasts being turned ,loose upon a little group of men
and women, he could ~scarcely have guessed that the “blood of the
martyrs was to become*the seed of the Church”.

Neither would one'who sees the terrible slaughter caused by
gunpowder ever dream that it was the invention of gunpowder that
freed the world from baronial-castles, with their silent dungeons and
suits ‘of mhil, which protected beasts of oppression and tyranny. But
so it was. Gunpowder did more for human freedom than all the other
panaceas of that day.

And so if-we had stood beneath the guillotine in the French
Revolution, and seen the sight of royal blood flowing freely in the
streets of Paris, we would never have realized that here was the
earthquake out of which was to come the right of peasants to be
treated as men. |

It is hard to say what are calamities and what .are blessings,
either in the life of society or in that of the individual.

Some of the experiences which seem most tragic when they are
being suffered are really what made*you the man you are.

It is frequently true that a period of suffering has done a man
more real good than the inheritance of a fortune.

It is no accident that the Litany puts together ~In all time of
our tribulation ; in all time gf ous prosperity; Good Lord deliver .15 %!
for tribulation and prosperity are alike in this, that either one may
be a curse and either one may be a blessing—and that depends on a
principle,—that it doesn’t matter what happens to each of us nearly
so much as it matters,,how we do take what‘happens to each. | have
known many men who have been made fools by good fortune, and
others who have been made saints by adversity.

Life is a hopper, and tribulation and prosperity are the grinders
through which each life must go. If yéu are good wheat you will
make good flour, and if you have been;afflicted by the blight or heat
or frost, it matters not what, then you will make miserable flour.

God will make bread of us, but we must assist in the quality of
the flour.

And so, as we were going to remark—why are you excusing your-
self from work because you don’t like the preacher?

Maybe he has the very message that you need to test your pa-
tience and try your faith. X

Or why do you fancy bores were sent into the world if not that
you, being no bore, may have somewhat on which to try your charity?

Or why have we the poor always with us, if not that we may in-
herit eternal life by giving them their mess of pottage ?

And that makes me think of something, of another strange fact:
that, when organized charity fancies it has solved life’s problems,
when it has reduced the handling of poverty to a system, whereby
the worthy poor are relieved, it must ask itself what of the worthy
rich man who needs to touch the poor? We have invented machinery
to do the work for him. He gives to an impersonal sufferer.

He loses the personal touch. The rich and the poor do not meet
together, and the rich loses -more than the poor by this failure.

All of which brings us to one conclusion, that man’ judgment
about life is very limited. \

He sees a very little valley ; he does not see beyond the mountains ;
he sees one side of a question, and makes his mistake by; making

By God’s grace, calamities may become blessings, and by man’s
folly blessings may become follies.

We fancy that we have done much when we have made the world
more efficient, to find that we have, made it far less human. For just
as the green pastures’ and the still waters came out of a chaos of
forces, so will the Kingdom of Heaven come out of the chaos, of hu-
man strife. S

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth, and
the earth was without form and chaotic, and darkness was upon the
face of the deep, and the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the
waters. " . m_JH
m“ And God said, Let there be light, and there was light.”

THE STORY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Il. The Gift of Pentecost

As we have shown last week, the function of the Apostles, as sent
forth by Jesus Christ, was that they should be witnesses of the facts
which they had seen and heard.

"What were these facts ?

If you had been present in the upper room on the Bay of Pente-
cost you would have seen one of these facts, which was the fulfillment

of Christ’s promise.

Christ’s Promise

Let us consider what that promise "as,
"When the Apostles were feeling very sad because Christ was
going to leave them (St, John xiv) “Let not your heart be troubled;

ye believe in God, believe also in me”.

And then He speaks to them about many things, but especially
about the Comforter (verse 16) : “And | will pray the Father, and
lie shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you
forever; even the Spirit of Trutlij whom the world cannot receive,
because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him; but ye know Him,

for He dwelletfl with you and shall be in you.”’ | .
And again (verse 26) : *“But the Comforter, which is the Holy

Ghost, whom the Father will send in Hfy name, He shall teacli you

all things”. ) ) _
And again (in St. John xvi:7) : “Itis expedient for you that | go
away; for if 1 go not away the Comforter will not come unto you, but

if 1 depart I will send Him unto you.” o

And again (verse 13) : “Howbeit, when He, the Spirit of Truth,
is come, He will guide you into all truth.” This promise is not suffi-
cientlv emphasized in the teaching of today. Note that Christ makes
the coming of the Holy Spirit as of more value to the Apostles than
His own presence. -

Christ dwelt with them, but the Holy Spirit was to dwell in them.

Thus we see the three dispensations of God’s grace.

In the Old Testament it was “ God over them” —His Providence
guiding them.

In Christ it was Emmanuel, which in the'Hebrew tongue means

4* God with us’*
In the Church which Christ founded on the Rock,, it was to be

“God in us”, and of this promise He reminded them just before His
Ascension (St. Luke xxiv:49) : “And, behold, | send the promise of
My Father upon you ; but tarry ye in Jerusalem until ye shall be en-

dued with power fronton high.”
And again (Acts 1:8) : “But ye shall receive power after that the

I-My Ghost is come upon you, and ye shall be witnesses unto Me.” N

The Fulfillment

And so the Apostles were well prepared for what was to happen
on the Bay of Pentecost, especially as He had gone through a signifi-
cant ceremony during the forty days between His Resurrection and
His Ascension (St. John X X:22): *“And. when He had said this, He
breathed on them anc”said, “ Receive ye the Holy Ghost.”

The Bay of Pentecost saw the fulfillment of all these promises,
for they had tarried ten days in Jerusalem. “And when the Bay
of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with gne accord in one
place, and suddenly there was a sound as of a rushing, mighty wind,
and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared
unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them,
and they were all filled with the Holy. Ghost” (Acts ii:l-4). Here,
then, was a fact,, a gift of the Holy Spirit, which immediately mani-
fested itself inlcurious ways, “because that every man heard them
speak in his own language”, and also “many signs and wonders were
done by the Apostles™, ,,

Moreover, although before the Bay of Pentecost, as a result of
the labors of Christ and the Apostles for three years, the *“number
of the names were one hundred and twenty,” yet on a single occasion,
after the gift of the Holy Ghost, -‘there were.added unto them about
three thousand souls”. Thus, directly due to this gift, we see the
Apostles .“endued with power from on high”, even as Christ had
promised them.

The question at once arises in the mind of an inquirer, *“Was
this gift intended for the Apostles only” ? or “Bid they receive it in
order to pass it on to others”? >

In the first place, we notice that it was not a gift given to good
people scattered throughout Judaea, but to a body of men who had
been prepared for it, and were bidden collectively to wait until they
should receive it—and this they did.

It was given to the body of the faithful. And we find on further
investigation that they did so pass it on. For note, that when the
first missionary went out to preach the Gospel and to baptize (Acts
viii:5) that as soo.n as he had made converts he sent back to Jerusa-
lem for Apostles, “who, when they were come down (to Samaria),
prayed for them that they might receive the gift of the Holy Ghost
(for as yet He was fallen upon none of them, only they w;ere baptized
in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then laid they their hands upon
them, and they received the Holy Ghost”. Evidently the Apostles
received the gift as a trust, to be passed on, not merely as a privilege
to be enjoyed.

This is an important principle for us to observe, for it means
that the gift which Christ promised arid the Apostles received at Pente-

I cost became a fact that was to be transmitted by the Apostles to
others. It became, the possession, of all who ‘‘were added to the
3h”

PREACNING MISSION SUPPLIES

. We have spared no pains in preps»¥
ing just the literature and supplie»
needed. We furnish them at vary
moderate cost. We also do any,special
printing desired. '
1. Special Mission Number of th»
Parish_Leaflet.
We ?_rlnt your Announcements o»
the first page.
Price: First 100 copies, $2.58*
each additional 100 copies, $1.58.
Circulate them in every home 1»
the entire community.
2. Invitation Cards—Four pages.
Page one contains the Picture of
Christ knocking at the door. Page»
two and three contain an appeal
to_open the door. Page four con*
E tains your program of service».

Price:” First 100, with your pro-
%ram rinted, $1.75; each added
00, 75 cents.

3. Call to Personal Service. Th»
Rector’s Letter and the peopled
reply. .

Price: First 100 copies, with

name of Parish and Rector print-
ed, $1.00; each added 100 copies
50 cents.

4. Posters and Store Window Wang«
ers—11x14 inches. Two colors.
Price: 100 or less, paper, $3.08*
cardboard, $5.00.

Prayers for thé Missions .. .$0.58
Requests for Intercession ..$0.58
Resolution Cards ................$0.58
Mission Service Leaflet .. A.$1.08
Mission Hymns, words only, $2.88
0. Hymns and Chants, words
and music ..... e $S.0t
11. Envelopes for Mission Expenses
200 with name of Church printed,
$1.00; each added 100, 25 cents.
Leaflets. Four Pages Each
~Sent complete, or with page 1 e*K
tirely blank, for 50 cents a hundred.
We_ “print your cop&/) on page 1, If
desired, for only $1.00.
_These Leaflets grepare for the BOB*
sion, and teach Church Truth during
and after the Mission. These shcraKf
be used by the thousands.
No. |.—Responsibility.
. 3~Are You a Church Member!
5.—Confirmation.
6.—Two ldeas c(i)f the Church*
7.—A Crisis and an Opportun
. 9—Looking for a Chupr%%. fopw
. 30.—B&aly Communion.
. 82—Baptism.
. 37.—Which Was the First Chnrdif
. 38.—Facts or Theories.
. 55—The Church of the Sacra-
ments.
. 7A—Four Apostolic Marks.
. 80.—Come to the Mission.

Per 18»

~No o

B©oo

SOME POPULAR FOLDERS

Parish Folder ... 75c a 100

Brimful of Church Teaching.
Missionary Folder . .75C a 188
_ The first page of these two folder»
is blank for you to use to send notice#
or to announce a course of sermons
throughout the congregation. Thf-
ecost no more than the printing alone
would eost at home.

Send your copy to us, and the
printing of that page will cost only
$100 in addition to the price of the

-folder.
mChurch Catechism .. *..... .75¢c a 100
The best form

On durable J)aper.

ever used, and the cheapest.

Lent Felders ... 75c a 188
A great variety.

Letters Commendatory.. .25¢c a dozen

_ $150 a 100. With name of Parish

inserted, $2.00 a 100. Printed in two*

colors. ) )

Certificates, printed in two colors:
Baptism.

Confirmation.

Marriage. .

They teach as well as certify.

Price the same as “Letters Com-
mendatory.” ) )

The Boyhood Covenant With God, with

_ Daily Devotions.  Six pages, printe®

in two_colors. Price: 3 copies, 10c;

40 copies, $1.00.

Christmas Letters.

Easter Letters. )

The Rector’s Personal Greeting to
his people. Samples and prices
upon request.

Rector’s Memorandum ....50c a 180
For use in the Chancel—“lest h»

m forget.”  m "

Church Choir List ............. 25c a 108
The most complete and popular
ever printed.

Communicant Cards ........ .25c a 180
Reporting Christmas and Easter
Communions.

Information Blanks ....... 50c a 100
New_Families.

Baptism.
Confirmation.
Marriage.

Burial.
FOUR BOOKLETS

1. Searchlight on Christian Sciences
Price, cents. )

2. Misconceptions of the Episcopal
Church.
Price, 25 cents.

3. The Reformation in England.
Price, 10 cents.

These4three Booklets ought to be
read by every Church family. Guild»
who undertake their sale will be
furnished at half price.

4. Prayers for My People.
Price, 25 cents,

A very practical manual for com-
municants. It was prepared by a
Parish Priest for his own people. We
have the plates. We can make such
changes as you desire, and issue_a
Special Edition of 100 or more copies
as your own manual for your own
people.

Send 25 cents for a sample copy.

Address
/ITHE PARISH LEAFLET COMPANY
Hobart, Indiana
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RELIGION AND EDUCATION
NOTES AND COMMITS

ON RELIGIOUS TRAINING

Edited by JAMES WISE

AN EDUCATIONAL EXPERIMENT

The suggestions and plans outlined
in this number of The Witness and
the issues to follow for the practical
operation of a Parish are the results
of a most interesting experiment.
They were held in a down-town
Church in a large Mid-Western city.
We believe that' they contain some
principles that must be the founda-
tions of all Church Work if it is to
be effective for the task of making
America a Christian nation, m

an unhappy Rector

The experiment of a series, of Par-
ish Conferences grew out of the feel-
ing of dissatisfaction the Rector felt
over his inability to make all of his
congregation see the -big thing that
the Parish was trying to do. He
Wanted to enlist the active interest
of every member of the congregation.
The working parts of the membership
were made up of most enthusiastic

and self-sacrificing groups of people,.

but a great many were out of touch
with the activity going on. They
seemed to feel that Church-going was
their only responsibility as Christians
and some of them rather irregular
attendants at that. The Rector be-
gan an investigation of his methods
and made up his mind to take the
whole Parish into his confidence and
tell them his troubles. They were
and are a sympathetic and intelligent
congregation and he hoped', by getting
them together to consider the whole
matter and give them a chance to
express their minds, which the Laity
as a -whole do not often get, that he
might learn something from them
that would be of value to him. He
also had jback in his head the thought
that perhaps he might give them some
view-points that might ibe worth
while and arouse a deeper interest in
the work the Church was doing.

A PARISH CONFERENCE

One night a week was set apart
during Lent for an informal Confer-
ence. A personal letter was sent to
every member of the congregation.
Announcements were made about it
and every effort made to arouse in-
terest in the meeting without telling
anyone what it was for. The at-
tendance was checked up on the first
night and to every member absent a
follow-up letter was sent. This meth-
od was followed weekly during the
entire time of the Conferences. As
a result over 85 per cent of the whole
membership attended the meetings
before they closed. From the expres-
sions of regret that came from all
sides almost everyone: was sorry
when they came to an end.

A RESPONSIVE PEOPLE

The Easter Services which conclud-
ed the Conferences were the best at-
tended and the most inspiring the
Rector had ever held in the Parish.
The number of Communions made
were greater, practically ificluding
the entire membership of the Church.
The number of volunteer workers
was very largely increased and the
whole atmosphere of the Parish life
and activity was improved and
strengthened. The workers who had
formerly been at work took a deeper
interest in what they were doing be-
cause their vision was enlarged and
their work thereby made more in-
telligent.

A PAROCHIAL CHART

A 4 by 16 foot canvas chart- was
prepared with large lettering outlin-
ing the whole. Parish activity and
showing the connection between the
various Guilds and organizations in
the Church. This chart was the
starting point of each Conference. A
blackboard was freely used in the
discussions.  Not only were oral
questions from the floor freely dis-
cussed, but also a question box at
the door was quite generally used.
Fifteen minutes was given each even-
ing for answering questions;

The Conference began each night
with a question written on the black-
board and used to open a general dis-
cussion on that subject. It was sur-
prising how freely the people talked
eand often the subjects proved so in-
teresting that when time for closing
came the vote was unanimous to con-
tinue them to a later hour. We hope
to publish a copy of the chart on
this .page in an early issue of THE
WITNESS and use it as an illustration
of the value of putting before the
people of the Church a unified plan
of activity for the Parish that is edu-
cational and comprehensive.

WHAT IS A PARISHS

This was the first question thrown
into the meeting for discussion. A
question in self analysis for the group
assembled to find an answer to, for
they were the Parish. It brought
forth some interesting answers and
definitions which were all put down
on the blackboard. They were finally
gathered up into a definitioii that
seemed to
for the existence of a Parish. It was
unanimously agreed before the meet-
ing closed that night that the im-
portant thing about a Parish was not
its buildings nor its boundary lines
nor its activities but its people.

I am now going to put the rest of
this discussion in the present tense
and with yojir permission set forth
some of the ideas and principles that
that Rector learned out of these Con-
ferences, for, | may as well confess
to you right now, that the writer
happens tg be the Rector who had
this most interesting experience. "

The real value of the Parish is hot
to be measured by its buildings, its
equipment, the number of its serv-
ices, the amount of money it raises,
the activities of its Guilds or Clubs,
but by the kind of people these
agencies produce.

You do not estimate the value of a
shoe factory from the architecture
of its building, nor from the quantity
or quality of its machinery, but by
the number and quality of the shoes
it produces. To make shoes wai what
it was created for and any plant that
does not produce a marketable prod-
uct is bound to,.go bankrupt, no mat-,
ter how beautiful or finely equipped
its plant may be.

A PARISH IS TO MAKE CHRIS-
TIANS

The only real reason for the exist-
ence of a Parish is that it may make
Christians out of living human beings,
elittle children, men and women. If
it is not doing that then it is a failure,
no matter how successful it may
seem.  Moreover, in a shoe factory,
every individual is there engaged in
a common enterprise, that of making
shoes. Each, in his own department,
§| contributing to the success of the
factory as a whole. If he fails to
make any contribution to the common
cause, in other words, if he does not
make good, he loses his job, because
he is an unproductive member of the
plant.

maRing|shoes ys. making

CHRISTIANS? , o)

i Can any likeness be drawn between
the two activities? Is there any anal-
ogy between the two plants, the
Church and the shoe factory?
overdrawn?  The writer leaves you
to judge for yourself. If the supreme
business of the Church is to make
Christians and
Parish is to be measured by this rule,
the question for us to face and an-
swer is:  Are we making good? If
the value of the plant we call, the
Parish depends upon the efficiency

of the employees, .that is, its mem-
bers, it is, after all, an individual
responsibility; is it not? Because |

am a member of a Parish engaged in
this business, how many Christians
have | ever made or helped to make?
| How many people have | ever brought
to Baptism? How many to Confirma-
tion? How nfany have | ever led to
become better Christians by the in-
fluence of my example? How much
am | contributing, not only in money,
but in personal service, to make the
Parish effective for its task?
dividends of the Parish are to be the
lives of ;he people whom it has re-
deemed because it has helped to make
Christians of them, and those divi-

dends are to be divided amongst the '

individual producing members of the
Parish, what would be your share?
These questions hit most of us pretty
hard, do they not? Are they fair
questions? What do you think about
it?

A LIVING CHURCH

The reason the Church’s business
today is so much below par in many
places is because of the indifference
of so many of its stockholders. They
do not seem to care whether the en-
terprise declares any dividends or not.
We have no desire to appear as a
carping critic, a chr.onic fault finder
or a knocker. .We are, however, fac-
ing a serious situation and it is time
we were honestly asking .ourselves
some leading questions. Here are a
few of them. If the average business
man today, who is a member of a
Parish, took the same kind of inter-
est in his business as he does in the
enterprise of the Parish, how lont

include the real reasons'

Nt

if the value of the.

If the

would his business last? Is.the busi-
ness that the Church is engaged in
worth while? Would the community
in which you live lose anything out
of its life that is of real value if the
Christian enterprise ceased to exist
and closed up its institutions? If so,
what would it be? If the Parish has
anything to contribute to the life of
the community, what is my individual
responsibility for making the institu-
tion an effective one?

If the Church of Jesus Christ is to
convince men of its power and of
their need for its ministry in their
lives it can only do it as the men and
women who are already members of
it are thémselyes convinced of its
value. If the Parish is to be an in-
fluence in the community ;that is
throbbing and pulsing with life and
vitality it can only become so as the
individual members of that Parish
are filled with zeal and enthusiasm
for the institution they represent. A
Livin% Church for a living age can
only be found as its members really
live and are profoundly convinced of
the truth and value of its mission.

EDUCATION. A KEYNOTE

The writer believes that one of the
solutions of the problem lies in pre-
senting to the membership of the

: Church an educational plan of Par-

ish activity that is intelligent and
comprehensive. He is 'persuaded that
many Church folk are not indifferent
to the cause for which the Church
stands. They are interested in its
success, but they do not have a clear
idea of how to go to work. They
want to help in the process of making
Christians, but they do not undej>.
stand how the plant operates and
their relation to it. No matter how
eager a man may be to become an
employee of a shoe factory and help
in the business of making shoes, he
is helpless, as you put before him an
intricate machine that is built for
that process, unless he is taught how
it works. Again | ask you is the
analogy overdrawn? Is the deduction
unfair? For example, we Clergy ap-
peal for Sunday School teachers, and
here comes along, in answer to our
plea, a young enthusiastic man or
woman who wants to do something in
the work of making Christians. We
present them with jthe raw material,

viz, a group of living boys or girls, -

and we say to them: “Heré-you are,
go to work, and God bless you.” The
fact that they know nothing about
the machinery they are to handle
makes no difference. The fact that
the raw material we entrust to their
care is the most precious, commodity
in human life, viz., the living, grow-
ing, expanding souls of little children,
seems"to rest lightly on our consci-e
ence. The operator of the machinery,
that is, the teacher, may know very
little or nothing about the scientific
handling of the machine, and less
about thé raw material that sits be-
fore him in the way of pupils but that
does not seem to be of any very great
importance. Is it any wonder the
Parish fails in large measure in-'fier
task of making Christians when we
as Clergy are satisfied with such
methods? The man at the head of
a shoe factory would soon lose his
job if he was content to use methods
of operation in producing shoes
which sometimes we are cointent to

use in the process of making the most
valuable product in life, that is,
Christians.

We believe it is absolutely neces-
sary that some of our methods of
operation be changed if the Parish is
to produce an enlarged and more per-
fect product. We are convinced that
a comprehensive and educational plan
of Parish activity can be presented to
its membership in such a way that
it will arouse their interest and en-
thusiasm.  By™ putting before them
juaioiga ajom aaiAjas jeq} annul O}
Jjng aAjas 0j Xiuo jou SuniiM ag xiim
Xaqj, epubdsajt Xaift Ajaiaog eqj
jo saaquiara aAijcaado-oa_sn_ saijingi
-isuodsaj pun sadaxiAijd jiagqj Xxanaxa
because it is more intelligent. We
do not presume to say that the Par- j
ish we are using for an illustration
is by any means a perfect Parish, nor
is its organized life complete or com-
prehensive, but out of the seed that
has been sown through these Confer-
ences there is already being reaped a
richer harvest both in quality and
quantity. Larger groups of its mem-
bers are beginning to see more clearly
their own possibilities and they are
striving more earnestly to make the
Parish a LIVING CHURCH in the
community to which it ministers.

(To be continued.)

RELIGION
Written By an “Ad* Man

We're inclined to view “religion”
as a poor relation. We know that it
belongs to us, but.dont like to admit
oit.

Religion 7—good; old-fashioned Re-
ligion—isla very necessary part of
us. It is the leavening factor of our
existence—the necessary bit of car-
bon in life’s alloy—the force that
balances our

For a time we may ignore its need.
But sooner or later we .turn to it
like a child to its mother. However
good, we can’t get enough of it; how-
ever bad, we cant forget it is there
—waiting! .

And we come to realize that a bit
of dust on our knees is better for the
Soul than the world glare in our eyes.

RELIGION AS RELATED TO
SCHOOL LIFE 1-

Contributed by Rev* Charles Edgar
Hanpt, Secretary of Diocese
of Minnesota.

It is the testimony of Scripture dnd
of all history that no nation has sur-
vived the loss of its religion. “The
Nation and Kingdom that will not
.serve Me shall perish.”

The State has assumed the parental
function of Education and built up an
elaborate system from which Religi-
ous Education is excluded. In some
States,: :in Schools and Colleges, Bible
readings are forbidden. If it is true,
as is ptated, that twenty million chil-
dren in this country are not in any
Sunday School, they are utterly with-
out religious instruction, for- they do
not receive it in the home.

Any system of education that takes
no account of the essential element
of religion is a partial and defective
one, incapable of producing good citi-
zens or laying the foundation for no-
ble character which is the goal of
education. The Bible is the founda-
tion of our social system and its mor-
al precepts should be the handbook
of our system of education. - Unless
something far more effective than at
present is done to supply the reli-
gious element in education this nation
will certainly perish.

What of our universities? Our
young men and women come to the
universities from their homes in the
country, with the prayers and yearn-
ings of their parents following them
and with some religious belief and
habits. They find themselves in a
new and strange environment, amid
the distractions and temptations of
city life, with all the old habits brok-
en. The university demands a cer-

Chats W ith

A most remarkable reception lias
met the advance issue of THE WIT-
NESS. and the announcement of our
design to publish a Church paper for
the people. It has brought joy to the
liditcrs’ hearts to learn that their be-
lief in the neled of such a publication
is shared by so many throughout the
Church.

From East and West, North and
South, from city Parish and country
Mission, from farm and factory, have
come enthusiastic letters of com-
mendation.

We wish wg, could share them all
with our readers. But we will from
time to time give you a glimpse into
them. &

We do not suppose that any paper

started with the good will behind it
that THE WITNESS has. And this

good will has not only faith but works>

to its credit. For hundreds of sub-
scriptions have poured into our of-
fice (in one day 500), giving us the
satisfaction of knowing that if such
continue to come in like numbers
we will soon outstrip, the circulation
of our other.Church weeklies.

And why shouldn’t we? Our appeal
is to the great mass of Church folk
who want a wholesome, devotional
I paper, true to the Church but not
given to controversy, and at a price
anyone can afford to pay. And thou-
sands of Church homes are ready to
receive us. 1

We aim to be just what we feel
there is a.need for—a plain paper for
plain people. No furbelows on us you
may be sure. Bless you, we couldn’t
afford them if we wanted them—and
we dont want them. We intend to
give you ,all, the “appearance” pos-
sible for a dollar a year—we cannot
afford daintiness of apparel' or undue
expenditure for dress.

So take us as we are—a plain,
every-day paper (like your daily
newspaper) and you’ll find us “chock
full” of good things to interest
Church people.

Because of the Kkindly reception
with which we have been welcomed,
because of the faith so many hundreds
of Bishops, Priests and Laymen have
in us, we Editors have resolved to
do our best.

We are”all busy men busy min-
istries, yet we believe THE WIT-
NESS is worth while, worth enough
for us to each give many hours every
week to. We realize .we must have
the backing of those who believe as
we do—the great need of the Church
for such a paper as THE WITNESS.

We must have your continued help.

all,

tain amount of credit for graduation
and is continually raising its stand-
ards. It demands all that a bright
student can give and a dull one is
forced out. Religious instruction is
entirely excluded from the curricu-
lum. As the moral law of gravitation
is downward is it any wonder that
many of the students lose their hold
on their Church andgjtheir early faith
and become indifferent if not skepti-
cal? To exclude all religious instruc-
tion from the education of the college
student through four of the most val-
uable years in the fixing of character
is to work immeasurable injury to
the student and to the State as well.
Can the State afford to be guilty of
such an omission?

A SUGGESTED REMEDY

What is the remedy? Since the
State, in the divided condition of
Christendonfcannot teach religion, it
must be supplied by the home and
the Church, and the State must.wel-

come and recognize these agencies. :

It should give them the opportunity
to perform this needful function. As-
there is so little religion in the Ameri-
can home and no one with the.time
or qualifications to give systematic
instruction in .religion, the duty de-
volves upon the Church. In the pres-
ent condition of American society, if
religious instruction is to be given at

Though the Church may be ready to
furnish such teaching in religion, it
jwill be impossible at any university
centre unless the authorities of the
university will allow time for it and
give credits for the work done.

HEre is one of the greatest educa-
tional problems before the American
people. It has been intelligently solv-
ed in Australia. Successful experi-,
ments are being made at Gary, Ind.r
and Grand Forks, N. D. In the latter
place the State University grants to

the Wesley College, with its depart-..

mént of religious education, credits to
the amount of one-fourth of the re-
quirements for a degree* ' “What man
has done man can dp.” How long will
the American people tolerate the ex-
clusion of religion from the educa-
tion of our children and youth? ,

The Editor

send us the list of his parishioners
with money for trial subscriptions?
Get us into Church’homes—we’ll do
the rest.

Then, too, we Editors count on giv-
ing our reaflers a continual feast of
good things. Here are some topics
soon to be discussed:

In “Little Sermons From the Pens?*
we propose that the Laity shall have
some words to say. Talking back at
the Minister seems to be the privilege
and prerogative of Church people*
both in the services, and in the Par-
ish. Here’s your chance.

; Soon will come “Round About the
Parish—A Parson’s Reflections,” gen-
ial, kindly thoughts by a successful
Parish Priest, George P. Atwater, who
gives us in these papers much to pon-

der upon. A R 1Y

And Dean Bell! Who that has read
anything he has written but wants to
read more? His short, terse articles
will deal with what many consider
the commonplaces of religious life.
But wait and see how he will make
you sit up and take notice.

Speaking of Deans, we dont care
much for titles, as you have noticed,
perhaps. Another of our truly great
Deans has promised to yrite for us
out of his large experience—Edward
S. Rousmaniere of St. Paul’s Cathe-
dral, Boston, is his name.

The great Church Pageant at St.
Louis has made many think of pa-
geantry as an aid to teaching and
devotion; All over the country men.
and women are asking, “Is it possible
to have,a Church pageant in our Par-
ish?”  You will find :the answer in
George Long’s “Church Pageantry
and the Parish,” soon to be published.

Dr. Longewas, as you know, the
Director and Master of the St. Louis'
pageant and knows something about
such things.

THE CLERGY

The following essay by a youthful
board school boy throws quite a new
and interesting light on Church dig-
nitaries:

“There are three kinds of clergy-
men bishups rectors and curats. tho
bishups tell the rectors to work and
the curats have to do it. curat is a
thin married man but when he is a
Vector he gets fuller and can preech
longer sermons and becums a good
man. we should allways rispect a
curat because sum day he inky becum
a rector and we must allways pity
those who are low down in the world,
any of us may becum misfortunate so
we must not hit a man with a stone.**

it must be given by the Churchl;

Mi
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THE CHURCH AND HUMAN LIFE
HOW CHRISTIANS ARE
APPLYING THE GOSPEL

Edited by GPO. E. ATWATER

A WINTER PLAT ROOM FOR BOYS

One great need of every community
is a Winter play room for boys.

For a village or a city to allow <boys
to roam the streets, or gather at un-
desirable places for lack of a suitable
play room, is the height of folly.

A village may be so dotted with,
churches that their spires shut out
the sun, and their bells drown the
horns of its automobiles, but unless
that village jtakes a human interest in
the real needs of the community, the
spires beckon and the bells clamor in
vain.

A city may have its schools and
hospitals, its parks and sky-scrapers,
but unless that city is awake to a few
simple needs of; a'large class of its
younger citizens, it will become a city
to be shunned™- -

The simple fact is this| Boys need
a supervised Winter play room.

If some oi the people who go to
prayer meeting on Thursday would
go also to play meeting on Friday and
Wednesday, they would have a better
chance to have their prayers an-
swered.
pt If the effort of the Churches is to
convert adult sinners, it has an end-
less task before it, with the numerical
chances in favor of the sinners. But
if the effort is to keep the young life
unpolluted, then the Churches must
face the facts. And the fapts are that
Sunday Schools alone and Church
services alone will not do the busi-
ness.

It’s a long job to haul microbes out
of. a river at its mouth. It is much
easier to find the source of pollution
farther up the stream, and to prevent
the microbes from getting into the
river.

Every village has its crowds of
boys. Every city swarms with boys.
What are they to do this Winter?

Now comes some settled, sit-by-the-
ffifeand-spin person who says: “The'
ideal Thats as easy as keeping out
the moths. Each parent should assem-
ble his offspring in the Winter even-
ings, and, gathering by the fireside
with apples and nuts, they should
play simple games, read good books,
and regale themselves with whole-
some conversation, or perhaps even
indulge in a few conundrums, Bible
conundrums preferred.”

What a delightful way to dismiss
the question. The whole boy problem
settled in a word. That’s the ideal, but
what is the real?

The real is this: Time, a Winter

evening. Supper over. Mother tired,
very tired, is trying to darn a few
stockings. Father, home from a day’s
work, has put on his slippers, has
taken the evening paper and his pipe,
and is nodding in his easy chair. Or
this: Mother is hurrying into her best
gown, while father is worrying a -new
tie, so that they may go to the thea-
tre, or a dance. Or: Mother is trying
to quiet the baby, while father is go-
ing down to Bill’s, or to the barber’s,
or to the lodge, or to see a man. Re-
sult: Jack and Jim are deprived of
the stories, apﬁles and nuts, and they
sneak' out. Where do they go? The
parents may know, but probably they
do not know. The boys pass five dark
chulrches,' seeking light. They pass
many men. Some are going to a com-
mittee meeting at the Parson’ to try
to find a way to meet a deficit, or to
discuss how to get people to church.
Some are going to listen to a lot of
platitudes Aat a lodge, feeling very
virtuous because they listen to those
platitudes, and some, who had no
training in their own boyhood, are in,
search of the man they had" to see.

The -boys are neglected. When they
grow up, some one will try to con-
vert them. But they are “Church-shy”.
In their youth the Church meant ser-
mons and prayers, and criticism, and
appeals for money, and a general at-,
mosphere of being shocked at a boy’s
ways and thoughts.

Then comes Brother Slowpoke, who-
says: “Let us assemble the boys in
the church parlor and keep them
from harm.” The curious boys come.
Brother S. delivers a lecture and in-
troduces the parson, who does like-
wise. Then checkers and lemonade!,
Then a horrible scandal for one boy
who breaks his glass in a sly scrim-
mage with another. A protest from the
Ladies” Society that the boys are
spoiling the carpet.  Six or seven
omindiis scowWls from the Sexton. Then
disbandment.

This boy problem is a job for men
who mean business. Then, men. of the
community, drop a little of your dig-
nity and your pleasure, and get to it.
It’s harder than talking to Bill at the
cigar store, but easier than-working
out the problems caused by neglect.

If any Church in your community
had life enough to deserve the name
of a living organization, it has strength
enough to undertake this work.-

The first thing to do is to provide
a Winter play room. The possible
methods will be discussed in earlv
issues of THE WITNESS.

the powers of the Church, had by
concertion seized him, and when they
failed to persuade him that he needed
a rest, they sent him off anyhow. He
allowed that he didnt think much of
their judgment in matters of patholo-
gy, and he was certain that they
didnt know him. However, lest their
concern for him should reduce them
to the condition in which they be-
lieved him to be, he permitted him-
self to be disposed of for a couple of
weeks for their cure, rather than for
his own. So he was just kind of drift-
ing, and"we caught him as he was go-
ing by, . I

MISSIONARY ADDRESSES

These pioneer Bishops are always
interesting, and always admirable, for
one knows that in the sweat of their
brow they are bucking conditions that
call for the faith, strength and energy

mof the superman. But in the thirty-
minute limit imposed upon them with-
in which they are expected to set forth
the labors of their whole Episcopate,
the extent, nature, character and op-
portunities of their Dioceses, together
with their special needs, and why
these needs merit help, their public
addresses, in course of time, become
more or less conventionalized, or, so
to speak, standardized. This is neces-
sarily so when one is required to re-
duce his statement of a big subject to
its lowest terms. But, to the public
ear, the unfortunate result of this
thing is that there seems to be a cer-
| tain sameness to these addresses,
though made by different men from
different fields. It is probable that an
account of the creation of Mars would
not differ greatly from the first chap-
ter of Genesis. Still, Mars may mean
a good deal to some and, if we knew
more about it, turn out to be impor-
tant to us all.

BY INDIRECTION FINDING DIREC-
TIONS OUT

Be all that as it may, if you want
to get something that will make you
sit up and take notice, you should
get such a Bishop into your study,
and off from conventional ground.
The latter may sometimes be accom-
plished at one stroke by asking some
deeply strategic question, such as,
“Do the hotels out your way furnish
good cream for your coffee”? A state
of mind is apt thug; to,be indiiced,
from which, after the subsidence of
certain preliminaries, an abundance
of intimate detail proceeds j with
definiteness and rapidity.

ONE OF THE BISHOPS TOWNS

We were looking over a map in an
old atlas exhumed for the occasion.
The scale was an inch to a week or
so by stage. Two-thirds of the double
page were taken up by a corn-colored
area which the Bishop called his Dio-
cese. “Do you see that place?” the
Bishop asked, stabbing in the map. a
pencil hole the size of Greater New
York. “That is the,,town of S—” There
was no difficulty in seeing it—there
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CHURCH EXTENSION IN OUR DAY

AN APPEAL

Whatever value this column or de-
partment may have will consist in
the telling of the many who dont
know of the things worth while in
the way of Church Extension that
some do know. There is many & man
in the Church who has Worked out a
plan and is working out a plan that
would be of advantage in other places
than his own district, if it were but
known. . *

The purpose bajsk of THE WIT-
NESS is to make this column a clear-
ing house of ideas to the sole end of
the Church’s advance. Surely in such
a place, for such a purpose, a man
can with propriety set forth a work
of good promise, even if he has been
the main factor therein. Do, please,
send to the address noted at the bot-
tom of this section an account of mat-
ters appropriate to the design of the.
section; as you understand that design
in purpose and scope to be.

' Within the past week two new Par-
ish houses have been completed and
"dedicated in the Diocese of- Western
Massachusetts. Parish buildings are
going up so rapidly here and there
all over the land that they are com-
ing.to be regarded as matters of
course, and so are taken very calmly.
The fact that they are potent factors
in Church Extension drops into the
obscurity that familiarity so often
provides. The two wings of a soaring
Parish are the worship of God and
social intercourse. The Church build-
ing "provides for one and the Parish
House for the other. A one-winged
movement is a halting movement.
Parish activities can and do exist
without a Parish House; but they are
sustained under less advantageous
conditions.  And conditions affect
things in the lopg run, for they are
not subject to mortal fatigue and ex-
haustion, and man is. And/maybe this

is the place to say a little something
in general about

MAN versus CONDITIONS

We are all familiar with the bill of
specifications of excellencies and po-
tencies submitted by. Parishes look-
ing ffor “new Rectors”. These bills
are very useful, not so much because
they are realized in the final choice,
as because they set before us, when-
ever a vacancy occurs, the constitu-
tion of the ideal man. Too much em-
phasis cannot be laid upon the alti-
tude and effectiveness of the qualities
required in a clergyman. But a dis-
proportionate emphasis can be and
often is laid just there. And the em-
phasis is disproportionate when the
attention is centered exclusively upon
the man, while Parish conditions are
ignored. This sort of thing is pretty
apt to issue in a very interesting
through melancholy process of cancel-
lation. x (the man) —y (the condi-
tions) equals O, when y is as strong
as x. That much of algebra applies to
things spiritual just as much as it
does to things physical. The course
of Church Extension would be much
furthered if, upon the evening of the
selegtion of the “Preaching Commit-
tee”, i. e, the committee that is to
look up a new Rector, there should
also be chosen a Conditions Commit-
tee, the Chairman of which should be
the'lnsurance Man, to look over the
Parish. The other day the engineer of
a heavy train claimed that his locomo-
tive was not stalled by the number
of cars, but by*the snow drifts. The
Division Superintendent accepted his
statement.

A BISHOP AT REST

A Missionary Bishop from the Far
West drifted in here the other night.
He doesnt usually drift much, but a
lot of his friends, including some of

forty miles in any direction. “When |
first Vent to my Diocese,” the Bishop
continued, <l knew no more of it than
a Cape Cod school boy. But I had
made up my mind to go to every town
within its -borders, and see for myself
just what and how things were. Very
few towns .«<ad Church services, and
for this reason also | desired par-
ticular knowledge of them. | didnt
ask anybody any questions about
them, for it was part of my plan to
fprm no opinions in advance—to keep
my mind, as it were, in a state of vir-
gin impressionability.”

COMPREHENSIVE PROVISION

“l knew that there was no Church,.

and | doubted that there was a Church-
man in S—. So | wrote the Post-
master, asking him if he would find
some one to act as my advance agent.
In this letter | enclosed for the use
of such agent a sheet of instructions,
to the "effect that he was to hire a
hall for service on a given date, have
placards printed for display in the
windows of all the stores, secure as
much space as possible in the local
paper or papers for purposes of an-
nouncement, and to spread the news
and awaken interest in such other
ways as he could. | started after my
letter in the course of a couple of
days, and after a couple more, at about
eleven o’clock at night, | was roused
from my semi-vertical sleep by the
stage-drivers call of ‘S—’ | had ar-
rived.

THE BISHOP'S RECEPTION

“The Postmaster had turned out to
meet me, and so had the rest of the
town, which consisted of his wife and
two children. Yes, sir, that family
constituted the town of S— The
nearest neighbor lived six miles off,
and the distances to the others have
never been measured. You see, they
had to go to some common point for
their mail, so they chose this spot be-
cause it was on the stage road. They
had to give it. a name for the sake of
their correspondents, so they called it

*S—'. By the accident of location this
house became the Postoffice, and so
acquired a name, and that’s how it
got on the map.”

“Did you have your service?” the
Bishop was asked.

“We did,” tie replied, “and it was
better attended than you might sup-
pose. The Postmaster had revised iny
prescription according to his own
diagnosis, and'he had quite a handful
of persons present next evening. It
being mail day helped some.”

SOME UNCONGESTED DISTRICTS

“Have you any other towns like that
in your Diocese, Bishop?”

“They are all like that in certain
considerable sections,” he answered.
“But S— is hot so bad,” he went on,
for the day after the stage goes
through a dozen or more teams get in
with people after their mail. Now if
you want to hear of some really
lonesome places—

We did not encourage him to tell of
the really lonesome places. The town
of S— was a sufficient meal of an
evening for a New England digestion.
That “One Day’s Income” that the
Board of Missions has charmed out of
us for the past two years, in terms of
personal service, doesnt look as big
as it did.

DEEP-SEA FISH

Did you ever hear,of Jask Rose? If
you read the newspapers, you saw his
name maW times a couple of years or
So ago, for he figured prominently in
a trial costing the State of New York
a great sum of money. Jack was the
principal witness concerning a mur-
derous row bred up about the doings

.connected with a gambling resort, the

result of which, first and last, was
the loss of several lives by violence.
Having successfully threaded his way
through the precarious position in
which he found himself, Jack migrated
to Connecticut, “the land of steady
habits”. Here, according to his own
tell, he was looked upon by an Episco-
pal clergyman and induced to under-
take a try at making good. The con-
tract loomed somewhat large to under-
world vision, and for a time the, ma-
jor part of the confidence necessary
to its performance was furnished by
Jack’s spiritual adviser—the Rev.
Joseph H. Brown.

A MESSAGE TO THE UPPER WORLD

But experience shows that another
confidence becomes your own, if you
will only accept its loan for a while—
a general principle with which Jack
was not altogether unfamiliar in cer-
tain of its applications.  In .genuine
timidity, he was persuaded to address
a Church congregation concerning the
inside of some matters pf which his
auditors had seen but the outside—the
factors involved in the life of the
Under World. That was the date of
the beginning of Jack’s real endeavor.
From then on he has appeared here
and there to address those that care
to hear his story and its moral. In
an address recently given, he said

this: “If society would spend a little,

more than it does for the prevention
of disorder, it would not have to
spend nearly so much as it does on
the cure.” He was speaking of neglect-
ed children, and his point was that
as the twig is bent, so is the tree in-
clined.

A WELL-WORN MAXIM

This thing, ih, substance, has been
.said many a time before. “An ounce
of prevention is worth a pound of
cure” is said by mothers all over the
land every time they thread a darning
needle, and by every country dweller
whenever he twists a. replacing screw
into the hinge of his gate.  Nobody
douMs its truth, nor is anybody great-
ly persuaded by its logic; It is human
nature to accept a saying, if it hears
it often enough, and then reduce it in
exercise to ite minimum application.
So “an ounce of prevention is worth
a pound of cure” is left to stockings,
egate hinges and such like. It is found
in every well-ordered household, as
are darning needles and extra screws
and the tea canister. And, like that
last, preserves its contained excel-
lence, principally, if not exclusively,
for family use.

So it was no hew thought that Jack
Rose gave us the other day; it was
only the extent of the application he
made of it that arrested attention, and
the presentation of his own sorry life,
as one of the many, never touched by
kindly solicitude, that aroused reflec-
tion. It is easy to dismiss Jack, and
such as lie, from mind, and so from
heart and conscience, by labelling him
and them a bad lot. But even Jack
Rose must once have been a little
chap. And besides, it is only fair to
remember that upon the occasion of
the only Christian advice that we
know him ever to have received, he
turned squarely to the light and
fought for the upper air. Considering
this rather Singular business in rela-
tion to Church Extension, it would
seem as if in a column devoted to this
that the Rev. Joseph H. Brown were
entitled to mention.

Sometimes it pays to dig as well as
it does to travel.

QUESTION BOX.

Edited By Rev. R. B. Pomeroy
Princeton, N. J.

FOREWORD

Every department of this paper ha*
thé task of making plain to you two»
things—its purpose and its method;
the why and the how of its existence.
Obviously we do not want to load
up our columns with writing that get»
no results and equally obviously WO
have no desire to put our product
into such shape that it fails to pro*
duce the desired effect upon the read-
er.

In the case of the Question Box;
the purpose would seem to be quit»
clear. It is of course to receive and
answer questions about all sorts of
Church matters, questions ranging:
from “Who introduced Christianity
into Bulgaria?” to “Why do we add
water to the wine in the Holy Com»
munion?” questions on Church his-
tory and teaching, on matters of rit-
ual, on Missionary matters, on any»
thing that has to do, with the ChurCfc
life of gny of our readers. And WO
think the purpose a useful one.

As to the method, the first\step
must be made b)é]you. You must ask
tbe questions. course, the Editor
1can write to some of his friends and
say, “Please send me some questions/'
or he can even ask himself a few.
But that is not what wfe want, for
the reason that such questions would
be almost entirely clerical, and WO
are anxious to be of use to Laymen
and Laywomen. And to do this wo
must know what Laymen and Lay*
women all over the Church are inter-"
ested in, what they want information
about. And we cant know this un-
less they tell us.

Then when the questions come in
we shall try to answer them. Hero
comes in the question of melthOiL
We shall try to answer you as intel-
ligently, promptly and fairly as WO
can. Just a word about those thtoo
words. First, intelligently: The Edi-
tor is not going to try to monopolize
the answering. Fortunately, he io
placed where he is in contact with
men who are experts in many sub-
jects, and he plans to draw on their
knowledge. Promptly: Of course,

uestions must take their turn and
there-ié only; just so much space, but
the Editor will try to expedite mat-
ters as much as possible. Fairly» and
this is important. We want to give
you an honest, unbiased answer with-
out trick words or phrases, and un-
colored by party prejudices. You may
not always agree with us. We may
not always catch .just the point of
your question and may not absolutely
meet it. We may not be always accu-
rate; but we want you to feel that
we are square.

And let us make it plain that we
are. not going to conduct a depart-
ment of controversy. We expect from!
you the same spirit we want to show.
There is nd room here for the trjck
question, any more than there is for
the trick answer,’and any such con-
tributions will go t© the waste-basket.
But there is a most cordial welcome
for any sort of inquiry on any sub-
ject of interest to Church people, and
if it interests you the chances are it
will interest a good many more. So
send them in.

“Just a word in closing,” as some
Preachers say, and you can hear the
rustle all over the Church jas the con-
gregation sits up with renewed cour-
age. You may send your question»
to THE WITNESS, Hobart, Ind., or
directly to the Rev. R. B. Pomeroy,
Princeton, N. J. The latter is much
‘'the better way. Also, please place
some signature as a means of identi-
fication. Your name will not be pub-
lished. .

Next week we begin the actual an-
swering.

“I am real sorry for Mr. B—" Such
was the remark of a parishioner who
had seen the Rector fail,,in securing
the needed co-operation to carry to
completion a Christian work, which
was of great importance.  Rectors
often are compelled to relinquish
plans for want of a sufficient force to
sustain them. But why this person
should be so sorry for Mr. B—, the
Rector, is strange. Of course it was
kind to sympathize with him in hie
hour of discouragement; but the sor-
row ought to have been expressed for
those parishioners who allowed the
project to fail. The Rector had done
his duty, and he could well say, “Sor-
row not for me, but sorrow most for
yourselves, who have allowed this no-
ble opportunity fdr good to fail simply
by inactivity.  tJpon your shoulders
rests the responsibility for allowing
it to become inoperative; and for that
an account must be rendered. In many
particulars it is parallel to the occa-
sion when many weeping ones fol-
lowed Christ to Mt. Calvary. He turned
and said; “Weep not for me, but weep>
for yourselves and your children.” He
had done His duty,Vand upon that na-
tion rested a doom for their refusal

aoht
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THE CHURCH FAMILY
AT WORK, PLAY AM) WORSHIP

CONSCIOUSNESS

The first sign of self-consciousness
that a child gives is when he begins
to recognize his father and mother
and to imitate the words which they
use..

For ail education is in the beginning
a matter of imitation. It is only after
much painful practice
that we learn to be proficient in any
art. So the conversation of a child
begins in the imitation of certain
sounds which come to have a mean-
ing as the child grows into their full
significance.

So before the child understands
their meaning he is taught the Creed,
the Lord’s Prayer and the Ten Com-
mandments and later on he grows up
into their real meaning.

Some people have a theory that
children should not be taught in re-
ligious matters until they grow up
and ate capable of understanding
them, and our American system of
education is necessarily based on this
theory but it would hardly do in any
science or art to expect understand-
ing to come before practice.

The Chur,ch follows the natural
method ifi training her children in
the elements of religion in order that
later on they may have a right under-
standing of the same. And so at a
very early agé | was set to learn and
to repeat the Creed, the Lord’s Pray-
er, the Ten Commandments, and cer-
tain parts of the service, and when
my parents took me to Church I could
take my part in the service because
| bad been taught these things.

At first there were just a few words
which meant very much to me. |
learned that | had a Father in Heav-
en and that He had a Son whose
name was Jesus Christ and that His
Mother was called the Virgin Mary.
| soola learned that he died on the
Cross and was buried in the earth'
but on the third day He rose from
His grave and then went up into
Heaven where He now is and that
some day He is coming again on the
earth to judge us all.

I learned also that there,was a
Holy Ghost although | did not really
know much what this nmant; | learn-
ed that there was a Holy Catholic

AChurch but did not yet know much
about this but | learned that Christ
came to forgive our sins so that when
He came to judge us He could raise
us from the dead and; give us life
everlasting.

The thought that God was my
Father and Christ was my Saviour and
that there is a life beyond the grave
made a very strong impression upon
me, for never since | was a child has
God been so real to me, for | was pure
in heart then and it seemed to me
that God saw everything .1 did.

And when | had committed a sin, it
troubled me very much and | used to
tell God about it and resolve never
again to offend Him.

It was a great help to me as a
child to know the Creed and although
I did not then begin to see all that
it meant still it meant a great deal
to me and as | grew older it came to
be more'and more full of meaning
but never did the thought that God
was my Father and Christ my friend
and that sin was very wicked ever,
become more real than it did to me
as a little child.

Again, the fact that | knew the
Creed so well kept me as | grew
older from getting wrong ideas of
God and of His way of helping us. The
Creed was like a réad along which
my life ran smoothly and Without
which | would have had many trials
and probably been entirely lost in
the wilderness of idéas which | found
later on lay on either side of the
road.

As a little_child it was very fortu-
nate for me that | had this road as it
is a terrible thing to be lost in the
wilderness.

n.

I1l. PRAYER

At a very early age | was taught to
pray to my Father in Heaven. Each
night | said the Lord’s Prayer, and
that well known verse,

“Now | lay me down to sleep,

| pray the Lord my soul to keep;

If 1 should die before | wake,

| pray the Lord my soul to take.”

I also Was taught to remember my
father and mother and my brothers in
my prayers, and to ask God’s bless-
ing upon them. And to this day there
is nothing quite so beautiful as to see
a little child kneeling by his bedside
in' prayer to God.

We are very thankful that no one
ever teaches a little child to sit in a
chair and put his head into his hands
and pray to God.%

This saying of my evening prayer
became such a habit with me that |
never would have thought pf going to
bed without addressing my Heavenly
Father. This habit of prayer made
the fatherhood of God very real to

in imitation .

without player God can never be real
to His children. In the Lord’s Prayer
I not only learned this fatherhood but
I learned to reverence God (for noth-
ing teaches us the reverence of God
like the habit of prayer) and I learn-
ed to depend upon God for my daily
needs and to look to Him to keep me
from sin.

Men may hold these ideas as a the-
ory, but prayer is the putting them
into practice and to my mind the best
example of the power of the Christ
and the value of it is to be found in
the boy of fourteen; or fifteen who has
been brought up in the atmosphere of
prayer, as contrasted with the boy of
the same age who has never known
God well enough to speak to Him.

Here we find the influence of
Christ before the boy is stained by
the World, and before his Christian
life is made self-conscious by his the-
ories of this or his prejudice against
that. As the boy enters the period of
youth he becomes self-conscious; he
exaggerates the influence of his own
particular view of God and the uni-
verse, and his vision becomes blurred
by the sins of youth; but never does
he forget the prayers of his childhood
that he learned at his mother’s knee,
and many a man has been brought
back from a far country to His Fa-
ther’s House because something has
occurred which has recalled to him the
faith of his childhood,—the faith that
was made real by these early prayers,
the influence of which .has never been
wholly effaced. God help the young
man who drifts out to sea without
this anchor which he. can let down to
prevent his total destruction.

The parents who neglect the pray-
ers of their children have something
to answer for in the day of reckoning.

IV. DUTY

" Very early in life | learned the Ten
Commandments. It seems to me too
bad that the Church stopped here.
Why not the Sermon on the Mount as

;well?

"all we mupt say Dont!

:God? ¢

For the Ten Commandments testch
us what, we must not do but Christ
tells in this sermon tliat which we
must do.

But | suppose that any one who
trains children learns that first of
“Don't do
this;” and “Dont do that,” are ,fre-
quent words in training children.

So we are taught at first what we
must not do; as we grow older we
learn what we ought to do.

The growth from infancy to man-
hood is the growth from the duty of
mere dependence, into the joy of inde-
pendent service.

So the Ten Commandments are as
though he told the child not to touch
the fire; but the Sermon on the Mount
teaches us how out of the fire we can
forge the tools of service.

And this training was very neces-

saw )

e cannot begin too early to teach
our children not to lie and not to steal
and not to take in vain God’s name.

But this would be poor meat on
which to live for long.,

What must | do to*be a child of
011 Y

I must love my Father with all my
heart and mind and soul. f§

I must love my neighbor as a broth-
er who has the same right as | have
myself to the good things of our
Father’s House. ,

And right herg_ | learn is the dif-
ference between the Kingdom of this
world and the Kingdom of Jesus
Christ. In the one I must struggle
and push and climb to get as much
as | can for myself, no matter how
much others may need my abundance.

In the other, there is no need that
my wealth shall deprive another of
his share. It is like a home, where
the wealth of one is the wealth of all,
but love, and love only, can make
this possible.

PRAYER

Few, very few—none butx God’s
truest saints—can make long prayers;
and when our Lord gave His. model
prayer, saying, “Thus pray ye”, know-
ing our wants, knowing our nature,
knowing pur . sole capabilities, His
model was brevity itself. Prayer is no
bare huddle of ceremonies, or heaping
up of formal words in empty churches.
Be they hurriedly babbled, or be they
unctuously droned, or be they pomp-
ously rolled forth, they may be no
more than the idle speaking and
much* speaking against which Christ
warns us. Far better that our prayers
should only occupy five minutes, and
be sincere, rising like incense through
the golden -censer of our one and*only
Priest, Jesus Christ, than that they
should be a spiritless mummery, or
that they should resemble the idle
vaunt of the Pharisee—a prayer Kin-
dled with the strange fire of pride,

estank to heaven”—Farrar.

WHAT THE GENERAL
CONVENTION DID

In this summary it is impossible
to more than mention some of the
legislation of General Convention.
Many of the subjects mentioned
briefly here will be treated more
fully in articles later to be published
in this paper.

Two new Missionary Bishops were
chosen: Rev. Hugh L. Burleson, D.
D., as Bishop of South Dakota, and
Rev. Frank Tourfet as Bishop of West-
ern Colorado. The consecration of
Dr. Burleson is to take place about
the time this paper will reach our
;readers. The Rev. Frank Touret has
not yet indicated his acceptance of
election. South Dakota, because of
the peculiar problems of its Indian,
work, was felt to need two Bishops
for its administration; therefore,
legislation was enacted allowing the
election of a Missionary 'Suffragan-
Bishop. jLater one will be chosen for
this office in South Dakota.

The Convention refused to adopt
more stringent canon on divorce.
The Board of Missions was requested
to make more adequate preparation
foi* the Missionaries on account of the
higher cost of living.

Suffragan Bishops may hereafter
serve as the ecclesiastical authority
in any Diocese which so provides in
case of the absence or death of the
Bishop, and their (tenure of office
will not terminate with the death of
the Diocesan. The House of Bishr.
ops voted to give them votes in their
body, but this action was defeated, by
the House of Deputies.

A-new Hymnal was adopted for
use; it does not take the place jof
the present Hymnal, but is additional
to it.

Action was taken looking to the
creation of a Missionary District in
the Canal Zone, the Bishop of which
should also have charge of the work
in Central America when such ter-.,
ritory is ceded by the Church of Eng-
land.

A commission was appointed to
visit Liberia and the French Soudan
to .investigate conditions and report
upon. the advisability of extending
our Missionary work in that district.
This is to be done before the election
of a Bishop to Liberia.

A joint commission on parochial
teaching Missions was appointed as
well as another for the translation
of the Book of Common rayer into
the Italian language.

Practically all the old members of
the Board, of Missions was re-elected,
including Bishop Lloyd as President
and the other officers. f
" A canon of far reaching import was
one by which the Church’s fiscal year
throughout the country was made to
begin January first: the committee
In charge of business methods in tjhe
Church presented blanks which stand-
ardize parochial and Diocesan re-
ports.

IA revised Lectionary will be used
for the next three years.

Final action was taken upon the
Church Pension Fund, which is to
go into effect March first, when it is
expected that the five million reserve
will have been raised. :

A number of amendments were
made to the offices of.Morning and
Evening Prayer, Burial, of the Dead,
and some new Prayers wene adopted
for special occasions. We shall note
these changes in detail in later issues.

The Convention is to meet in 1919
in Detroit, Mich.

WHY?
“Why don't they fill the church, they
ought to do it?”
You ask with deep annoyance, ndt
undue. .
“Why are they so selfish, not social a
bit?”
Did you ever stop to think that
“they” means you?

“How long will they give so little to
missions?”
“Why don’t they keep their vows
faithful and true?’ \
“Why dont they improve general con-
ditions?”
Will you ever stop to think that
“they” means you?

“Why dont they build up the young
people’s meeting?
And wake the prayer meeting up a
few?” I
Thus you knock, knock, knock, while
Will you never stop to think that
“they” means you?r
If you've a little hammer, put it away;
The world’s dying for help, plenty
to, do.
Faithfully do your part of the work
each day;
There is nobody to do it but you—
vou.
Begin by being unselfish and you
will end by being happy.

Humility is not so much to think
meanly of oneself, as not to think of
oneself at all. The.high places of
God are very low. The lowly In

fij

. ance with one.

ROUND ABOUT THEPARISH

A Series of Articles by .

GEORGE P.

li'l THE PARSON

The Parson who undertakes to
write of his office and his work must
examine his motives with the keenest
scrutiny. If he finds himself writing
with malice or uncharitableness, or
if he writes that which brings Ms
office into discredit and thereby dis-
tresses his brethren or the peoplé;
then he should cast away his pen and
hie him to his prayers. But df with
honest intent he desires to bring to
his readers a more adequate* knowl-
edge of his thoughts, his trials, and
his joys in the inestimable privileges
of his office, then he may safely trust
bis words to do their errand and carry
their message.

If any word .of mine brings pain,
let it be forgotten, or at least let it
be forgiven, unless it be one of those
gentle words, spoken in love, that
stings with a lashing fury those
whose consciences by sin are accused.
Then let it be heeded. It is not un-
usual for the most compassionate
heart to be the source of the most
stern rebuke, stern because culpable
humankind can withstand any assault
with more complacency than the per-
suasive tones of gracious affection.
This is a truth the Parson must heed.
He is not the accuser and judge, but
the advocate and friend of his people.

In the midst of so much misunder-
standing of his office and his purpose,
it is natural that he should desire, at-
times, to speak freely and without
restraint of his work and life as he
understands it: that he should give
expression to the various moods which
follow so closely upon each other in
his inner;experience: that he should
exhibit the fabric of his conscious-
ness, so human and sympathetic to
every feeling common to mankind,
woven into one varied whole, by the
interlacing warp and woof of high
purpose and scanty strength, of noble
ideals and miserable failure, of splen-
did intentions and feeble accomplish-
mentsv of the inner vision of the
Kingdom and thé outer contact with
a Parish in which mingle every
strength and weakness, every nobility
and every commonplace experience of

What is his final conclusion about
his office, as he meditates upon its
diverse elements -and as he stands
apart and reflects upon his Work and
the kind of inner life the work de-
welopes within his heart? It is this:
Could a young man know the richness
of it ali, could he feel the abundance
.of its interests and'the vividness of
its" reality, he would forsake the
meagre endeavor after selfish gain
and seek the fulness of the work of
the Ministry.

Its interest and its reality! Why,
those are the very things the worldly
man is doubtful about as he views
the Parson going on his daily round.

Surely it cannot be interesting to
the point of excitement to do that
sort of duty! But it is. No man in-
tent upon his fortune ever has a keen-
er sense of a stimulating and invigor-
ating impulse than the Parson, en-
thusiastic in his purposes. The re-
sult is not the same, oh no! but the
chase brings zest and vigor. It is
fascinating because no human con-
cern or adventure is alien to his in-
terest. In the Vvariety of his work
lies, a charm that only variety gives.
He probes into a hundred obscure by-
ways of human life. -He faces weekly
a score of unforeseen and absolutely
new combinations on the chess board
of men’s affairs. He becomes the
companion and counsellor of high
and low, rich and poor. He merges
his personality for a time in a Score
ot vocations and enlarges his mind by
the new points of view. He contrib-
utes his portion of judgment, wisdom
and skill and labor to numberless un-
dertakings. The inspiration of his
enthusiasm quickens every effort,
either individual or collective, which
it touches. His faith sustains totter-
ing enterprises for the general good,
and his convictions mould men’s
thinking by their very steadfastness.

Is it not interesting? And is it not
real, too? There is no man whose
life is so firmly planted foursquare
upon the realities as the Parson’s.
If you doubt it, scrape an acquaint-
It is not hard to do.
Let that develop into a friendship and
then take his measure. You will find
him no unreal idealist or impractical
dreamer. | once knew a Parson
whose friends discussed his probable
career had he not gone into the Min-
istry. There was vast difference of
opinion as to whether he should have
become mayor of the .city, president
of the college, editor of the local pa-
per or general manager of a railroad
company. He became a godly Bishop
instead and his power and influence
turned many to righteousness.

The most cruelly real things in this
world are sin, bereavement, poverty,
and loneliness. The Parson faces
them all: he maintains the organiza-
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tion, often amidst crusMng difficulties,
which ministers to those afflicted with
the burden of these realities. He does
it the best way that he can, relying
upon the-greater realities, the things
Which though not seen are eternal.
And best of all he does it from a con-
viction of the manifold privileges of
such service. In other words he does
it because- he wants to do it and not
because he has to do it.

The young man would go into the
Ministry because it gives him an op-
portunity for self-expression that is
found very rarely in other fields of
work. Many of our most desired of-
fices demand partial men. They claim
his mind, that great material enter-
his all. If you want to feel the tug
prises may be strengthened, but they
cafe not about his heart. They claim,
his talents, that mighty achievements
may be enriched thereby, but ignore
his character.” Who cares for the

m personal ideals of thé architect if his
skill and art are sufficient for a wor-
thy and enduring building? Who
cares whether the manager of a rail-
road be a vulgar boor, or a vicious
worldling, so that trains run safely
and on time?

Not so yrith the Parson. His is the
universal profession. No unused tal-
ent can lie hid in the napkin. He
undoubtedly has not all the charact-
eristics of the universal man; far
from it. He has only the average
assortment. -But his work demands
upon every little native talent you
have then become the Parson! No:
.slightest inward grace or gift or skill
but struggles' for expression under the

j inspiring warmth of your work. Your
Parish arouses every capacity for or-
ganization, your necessities stimulate
every instinct for finance, your social
intercourse awakens every grace of
manner, your civic usefulness en-
courages every intelligent sympathy
with movements for the general good,
your friendships kindle every spark
of intimate consideration for your
fellows, your ideals animate you with
a passion like only to that of the
poet, your works of merey impel you
toward vast sympathy for human woe
felt completely only by the most
richly endowed, your preaching spurs
you to the most vigorous intellectual
activity, and your convictions inflame
you and others with the highest con-
ceptions of duty and service and God.
The work demands every atom of
energy, talent, gracé, culture, judg-
ment, and righteousness in your whole
being.

Would you not think it worth while
to live and act under such a spur?
Self-expression is the crowning suc-

cess and reward of life, and the op- .

portuHity fer self-expression is its
chief boon. A double measure of this-
opportunity has been bestowed upon
the Parson.

Remembering this, let us examine
the colors and textures of the fabric
of the Parson’s inner reflections. If
I.,speak of discouragements | remem-
ber that you have them too, and then
mine .help me to understand yours.-
If | speak of annoyances, that is from
the lips outward because every life
must be fortified against annoyances
and they disturb not the deeper flow
of life’s duties and compassions. * The
Parson is completely human. If he
were not he would be a useless mortal
to minister to human kind. Amidst
those same outer conditions of change
and trial that effect his fellows jhe
does his daily work. But it may not
be amiss for you to borrow his spec-
tacles for a while and to look at this
old world through them.

Why will you keep caring for what
the world says? Try, oh, try, to be no
longer a slave to it. You can have
little idea of the comfort of freedom
from it—itis bliss,! All this caring for
what people say is from' pride. Hoist
your flag and abide”by it. In an in-
definitely' short space of time, all se-
crets will be divulged. Therefore, if
you are misjudged, why trouble to put
yourself right? You have no idea what,
a great deal of trouble it will save
you.

Go as the angels go, in trustful
obedience. Take each day as it comes
and let it be a little life spent with
Jesus. “Have | not sent thee?” Go
with alacrity. “l will run the way of
Thy commandments.” Go as the an-

gels go. For what does the word
“angel” mean? Simply “a messen-
ger.” Go into your surroundings as,

a messenger of God your Father, with
the Elder Brother by your side, and
the Holy Ghost to strengthen you;

To look into a dull future and
smile; to stay bound and not chafe
under the cqrds; to endure pain and
keep the cheer of. health; to see hopes-
die out and not sink into brutal
despair—here is courage before which
we may pause with reverence and ad-
miration.—Theodore i Munger.





