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AROUSE THE PEOPLE
AND TAKE THE LEAD

Bishop Lawrence of Massachusetts, Speaks Earn­
estly to His Diocesan Convention

Bishop Lawrence of M assachusetts, 
in  his diocesan convention- address, 
sa id  in part:

■ “A t the present moment our eye is 
on the battle front. Our boys and men 
;are a t this moment taking th'eir place 
on  the fron t line and in the trenches. 
The people, of this country are only 

■ partially  awake to the trem endous 
•conflict in which we a.re engaged. Our 
first duty,, therefore, would seem to be 
to  arouse the people, and to show 
them  th a t this, is a w ar for justice and 
hum anity, hence a  w ar in which the 
•Church should take the lead. * * *

“These are days when no man, wom­
a n  or child in the country has a  righ t 
to  be sitting still. Many a business 
m an, aftter he has had his dinner, goes 
to  the Red Cross or to the surgical 
dressing  center and puts in an evening 
o f work. If any one of us finds him self 
s ittin g  down ta lk in g ,. perhaps smok­
ing in a  leisurely way, le t him ask 
him self w hether something may not be 
w rong in his attitude towards life. Of 
course, for every one of us there m ust 
be hours, and perhaps days, of relaxa­
tion. We m ust sustain  a  true  perspec­
tive in our attitude of mind and ac­
tion. These a re  days, however, when 
relaxation and pleasure are cut to the 
sho rtest lim it consistent With real ef­
ficiency. |  -

“Every one of is, or should be, like 
an  -athlete in training, who concen­
tra tes  his thought, tim e and strength  
ttpon the purpose th a t he has in hand.

: W e as patrio ts and as sp iritual lead­
e rs  have a g rea t and imm inent work 
on  hand. We cannot le t it drop out of 
o u r thoughts, but we m ust tu rn  to it 
and w ork for it w ith all the strength ' 
th a t we havte.

This means th a t we shall give our­
selves to our parish work with great- 
■er devotion, skill and force than ever 
before. If means th a t We m ust do our 
otmlost to build, up the morale of our 
people, to give support to the  women 
who are doing heavy work and bear-i 
ing heavy burdens. Mothers whose 
boys are at. the fron t need a stim ulat- 
Ing guide and a strong support. We

Sudden Death
o f Mrs. Abbott

Mrs. Ada Ddwnman B utler Abbott, 
wife of ^.rchdeacon Abbott of Cleve­
land, Ohio, while visiting a t the home 
o f  her friend,,-Mrs. A. G." Torian, at 
•Evansville,' Ind., was taken suddenly 
ill with pneumonia on Wednesday, 
A pril 24, and died the following Mon­
day night, April 2$. H er husband Was 
called to Evansville a t once, and was 
w ith Mrs. Abbott when she passed 
away. After a brief service C at the 
home of Mrs. Torian, Tuesday aftter- 
noon, April 30, conducted'by Archdea- 
oon  P lum m er of Southern Indiana, 
an d  the Rev. A lbert Leonard Murray, 
R ector of St. P au l’s, Evansville, the 
body, attended by Archdeacon Abbott, 
w as taken for in term ent to Shep­
herdstow n, W. Va., and buried from 
T rin ity  Church, the Rector of the 
parish, Rev. Josiah W. Ware, and Rev. 
-John S. Alfriend, Rector of Zion 
•Church,; Charlestown, officiating. : >

Mirs. Abbott, born and raised a t 
Shepherdstow n, was the eldest daugh­
te r  of Vincent Moore Butler, M. D., 
captain in the Stontewall Brigade, and 
Mrs. Matilda Wickham Berry Butler. 
She and Archdeacon. Abbott began 
th e ir  m arried life in Evansville in 
1889, a t the same tim e th a t the Arch- 
deacon entered upon a  six years’ rec­
to rsh ip  of Holy Innocents’ Memorial 
Church, tha t city. Mrs. Abbott, was a 
'mem ber of the Daughters of the Con­
federacy oi Shepherdstown, and affili­
ated with the Cleveland branch. She 
is survived by two sisters, Mrs. Joseph 
S. Bragonier of Shepherdstown and 
M rs. George W. Moore of Charlestown.

shall see to: it  th a t the boys a t the 
fron t feel our support and the support 
of the people of the parish. We m ust 
help to build up the m orale of ' the 
whole community. To .every one of us 
opportunities will open, if we all put 
pur brains upon the question as to 
where and how they shall open, if we 
use our inventive faculties and, k in­
dled with high ideals, open every 
crack in the encrustation of social life, 
hab it and conventionality, in order 
th a t a new life may spring forth .” \

A Litany of
the Ascension

(Arranged by the' Bishop of Vermont) 
Lord Jesu, who hast gone to pre­

pare a place for us;
Lift up our hearts, we pray Thee, 

to high and heavenly desires.
Lord Jesu, who w ilt come again to 

receive Thy people unto Thyself;
Prepare ns, we pray Thee, to wel­

come Thee at Thy return.
Lord Jesu, who a r t  the Way, the 

Truth and the Life;
Grant us to> walk in the way of Thy 

commandments, to believe Thy Word, 
aiid diligently {o seek Thy grace, that 
so we may come to the Father.

Lord Jesu, who hast bidden us 
pray to the F a th e r 'in  Thy nam e; , 

Teach ns by Thy Holy Spirit the 
things Thou wouldest have us ask.

CONVENTIONS
Atlanta, Western Massachusetts, Massachusetts, 

• Louisiana and Georgia

DIOCESE OF ATLANTA

The eleventh Annual Council of the 
Diocese of. A tlanta was held April 17 
and 18, a t A tlanta, in  St. Ph ilip ’s Ca­
thedral,’ , beginning With a  celebration 
of the Holy Communion, a t which 
Bishop Mikell officiated as the cele­
brant, assisted by Dean Johnston and 
the Rev. Thomas Duck.

The .Bishop, in h is ' address, called 
attention to the failure of diocesan 
papers . to accomplish their purpose, 
and recommended th a t THE W IT­
NESS. be adopted as the diocesan or-

PASTORAL MESSAGE OF ,
THE BOUSE OF BISHOPS

Adopted on. Second Day of Special Meeting in 
New York, April 10-11, A. D. 1918

Brethern of the Clergy and Laity :
The House of Bishops, meeting in the City of New York while 

the great battle which may determine the course of Christian eiviliz- 
ation is in progress, declares the unwavering loyalty of the Church, 
and urges all the clergy and laity to continue to render their entire 
and zealous obedience to the requests of the Government.

In this war which has been forced upon us, and in which we are 
contending for the defense of our liberties and faith' the support of 
those in authority is distinctly a religious duty. We are all called 
to fulfil that duty to the full extent of our power, and in so doing to 
manifest the highest sense of consecration, whether in the army or 
navy, or in some of the manifold forms of work for the support and 
comfort of those who are in active service.

The struggle is against the foes of righteousness and truth, of 
liberty and, mercy, in the only way open to us, and we must neither 
falter nor lose patience. With high courage and faith the Church 
must set itself to the.service of the country and of the world, bringing 
to the support of our cause the moral and spiritual resources of our 
people. The present conflict in the world makes a moral issue, and 
moral strength will determine it.

To our soldiers and sailors, and to all who are;. engaged in dan­
gerous and difficult tasks in the nation’s service, we send the assurance 
of our remembrance, and of our. unceasing intercession! ’ 
in body and soul. We make an earnest plea with a ll, 
their faces against those who, for gain, take advanta| 
ties' of the Government and of the nation's need of \ 
mon good, and the support of those.in authority u) 
under God all depends, must be the great considéra ti 
minded men and women. ‘ j

Wherefore, acknowledging the supreme sovereiL 
God, praying that His will be done "and recognizing 
spiritual issues which are involved in this conflict, vj 
and laity everywhere to pray without ceasing for t] 
armies and those of our Allies ; and we further exl 

I Jtanee and consecrate all their pov 
pcomplishment of that for which 
[id a righteous and enduring peace 
pout the world, to -the glory of 
[unkind, through Jesus Christ oui

Lord Jesu, who hast promised to 
|ian ifest Thyself unto Thine own;

Grant us a spiritual perception, that 
] e  may behold the things that are 
pdden from the fleshly mind. - 

Lord Jesus, who hast bidden us re- 
|»ice in Thine exaltation;

Grant ns ever to worship Thee, our 
jeader and Representative, at the 

jht hand of the Father.
Lord Jesus, who has t promised / to 

fend us another and an abiding Help- 
Ir, even the Spirit of T ru th ;

Grant us ever to abide in the fel- 
>wship of the Holy 'Ghost, that by 
Eim we may be guided into all truth.

the work. The children answered all 
the questions of the catechism in the  
presence of th'e congregation without 
making a mistake. /

The usual routine business of the 
Council was disposed of a t  the sev­
eral sessions, including the election 
of diocesan officers. Few  changes wtere 
made. The Rev. H. F. Saumenig of 
St. P e te r’s Church, Rome, Ga., was 
elected to take the place of Dean 
Johnston on the Standing Committee. 
A reception was tendered the mem­
bers of the Council and the Woman’s 
Auxiliary, a t the close, by the Bishop 
and Mrs. Mikell.

DIOCESE OF GEORGIA
The ninety-sixth Annual Conven­

tion of the Diodese of Georgia was 
held in St. John’s Church, Savannah, 
beginning April 17 w ith a  celebration 
of the Holy Communion, the Rt. Rev. 
Frederick fFocke Reese, D. D., being 
the celebrant, assisted by the Rev. 
N. B. Groton and the  Rev! J. J. Cor­
nish, and the Bishop read his annual 
address. The afternoon session was 
devoted to the transaction  of routine 
business, including the  receiving of 
reports from the various diocesan of­
ficers, committees and institutions.

The report from  the m issionary 
work was especially encouraging, 
showing th a t in spite of thte m any de­
mands made upon thé people for w ar 
purposes, the contributions for mis­
sions-had been la rger' during the past 
year than  usual. F or the first time, 
the diocese m et its fu ll apportionm ent 
fo r genteral missions.

A strong  resolution was unani­
mously adopted pledging the  hearty  
support of the Church to the govern­
m ent in its p resen t crisis. >.

The meeting places for the  Conven­
tion for the next ten years w ere ap­
pointed. The Convention in 1919 will 
be held in St. P au l’s Church, Augusta; 
and the lOOtn Annual Convention will 
be held a t C hrist Church, Savannah.

The tenth" anniversary of the conse­
cration c-f Bishop Reese, who was con­
secrated May 20, 1908, will be cele­
b ra ted  a t Christ Church, Savannah. 

A m issionary m eeting was held in 
- evening, a t which addresses were 
ven by the Rev. W illiam Johnson, 
r. R. G. Tatum and the Rev. N. B. 
'oton.
The services on the m orning of the 

'th  included a celebration of the 
oly Communion by Bishop Reese 
d Morning P rayer, said by the Rev.

P. Johnson and the Rev. W. B. 
ims. -
The following' were elected as. dele­

t e s  to  the Provincial Synod : Cler- 
al, the Rev. Messrs. F. W. B. .Dorset, 

J. French, W. H. Higgens, W illiam 
hhnson, P. T. P rentiss and J.W. 
alker. Lay delegates, Messrs. J. R. 

Sderson, George T. Cann, M. M. Kop- 
■ns,' W. K. Militer, A. B. Moore and R. 

W aller.
The following officers were èlected : 

fecretary, S. H. Lynch, Brunswick; 
5sistant secretary, Rev. W. B. Sams, 
ainbridge; chancellor, W. K. Miller, 
ugusta; register, Rev. J. B. Law- 
[3ttce, Amerieus; treasu rer of the 
jocese, B. E. Russell, Jr., Augusta; 
foard of Missions, A. B. Moore, Sa­
vannah; Church Pension Fund, R. S, 
ercer, Savannah; University of 
outh, B. B. Russell, Jr., Augusta. 

(Continued on page eight)

The Church Pension Fund

pishop Tuttle’s
Largest Glass

Bishop Tuttle, the Presiding Bishop 
|>f the American Church, confirmed a 
l la s s  of ninety-nine ptersons recently 
p t  St. Philip’s Church. New York City, 
The largest class ever presented to  
|iim  for the laying on cf hands since 
le became a Bishop. He was conse­
crated fifty-one years ago.
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Page Two TH E W I T N E S S

MISSIONARY MESSAGES FROM 
THE CHURCH'S HOLY

By tbe B©Té Francis S. White

The Ascension Day >

THE COLLECT

Grant, >ve beseech thee, Almighty 
God, that like as we do believe thy 
only-hegotteii Son our Lord Jesus 
Christ to hare ascended into the heav­
ens | so we may also in heart and 
mind thither ascend, aM  with him 
continually dwell, who lireth and 

m  reigheth, with thee and |  the Holy 
Ghdst, one God, wrorld without end. 
Amen.

“Into  the heavens”, “in h ea rt and 
mind th ither -ascend”, “with Him con­
tinually  dwell”. These three phrases 
indicate th a t the Church is o ther­
worldly, and th a t she expects her 
children to be other-worldly. “Un­
w orldly’” is the phrase generally used; 
but so many people have made “un­
worldly” synonymous with “im prac­
tical” and “unnatu ra l”, th a t bystand­
ers have “shied” a t the term , and 
generally  begin to move about un­
easily when asked to become un­
w orldly people.

I t  is to  Jesus’ life on earth  th a t we 
m ust look for a true in terpretation  of 

! “other-w orldly” or “unworldly”. He is 
our representative, “the first ffu its of 
our race”. As He w a s ,  so should we 
be. H is religious life was the m ost 
natu ra l thing in the world,—nothing 
artificial, nothing arb itrary , .nothing 
academic. This is w hat Mother Church 
w ants us to  be—natural and a t home 
w ith God. To dwell in the heavens is 
but another way of expressing w hat 
St. Paul w rote when he, urged his Con­
gregation to “seek those things which 
are  above”. To be natu ra l, does not 

, m ean to be undignified and slangy in 
w u r verbal approach to God—to be 
sloudhy and lounging and noisy in our 
attitudes and actions : in the house of 
God—but it does, mean* not to bfe un­
comfortable .where the; religious side 

-of hfe is approached in conversation; 
it does mean the ability to pray w ith­
out the book, though the words might 
well be P rayer Book words;, it. does 
m ean to think of and speak to . and 
speak of our blessed Lord in ways 
th a t people will recognize are not 
hypocritical or canting, but are as 
natu ra l as breathing, and ju s t as .real. 
Let us, as we pray this prayer, speak 
to y the Almighty ; from the depths of 
our hearts, and beg Him to help us re ­
alize th a t the blessed Jesus is a real 
Jésus. Said a nurse to a  clergyman, 
as- they stood by the bedside of a dy- 

..ing m an: “Jesus has never been real 
to me.” There are many "of us who 
are  in the same plight. This Collect is 
a prayer to God to help us follow in 
our faith, hope and love those 
paths which will lead us to a' con­
scious closer union with Him who is 
a t  the right hand of God, and yet is 
''c joser to us than breathing, nearer 
tha.n hands and feet” To be conscious 
of the  presence of God is to ma. 
other-worldly people of us. To pra 
tice the presence of God is not on 
th e  duty of the dweller in' the  mo 
astery, as was Brother Lawrence, b„ 
also and especially the duty of tlios 
who are ; commanded to live in thj 
world, and yet not to  be of it. Mose. 
when he came down front talking wit 
Hod, did not know th a t his face shone 
so he was unaffected and natural. ,Hf 
beholders were the unnatural peopl 
So Moses veiled his face. You and 
m ust in mind and heart aspire, if w! 
a re  to be natural Christians. Is it po 
sible tha t a  g rea t many of us lack i 
spiration, and have no shining ey^ 
and faces because we have aspire, 
°n ly  in tongue? They say th a t we for 
m alists in religion lack heartiness i. 
our Services. If th e  charge is true  o 
your congregation, study over the sit 
nation for evidence th a t the peopl 
who gather for worship do not U 
the ir thoughts J  wander and put n 
h ea rt into th e ir  reading, singing, lis 
tening parts. And let lay readers an 
priests and preachers take this sara 
advice to themselves as to the ir part 
in the service. If your heart is not i 
the  service, if you a re  not “recollée, 
ed”, as the spiritual w riters say, the; 
be sure th a t even an eloquent sermtu 
w ill not take the  sterility  out of th  
barren  land of words and vain repe 
titions with which you have approach 
ed the Lord God of H osts in your hou 
of worship.

FOR THE EPISTLE

The farmer treatise have I made! 
0  Theophilns, of all that Jesus began! 
both to do and teach, until the day im 
which he was taken up, after that hej

through the Holy Ghost had given 
commandments unto the apostles 
whom he had chosen s te whom also 
he shewed himself alive after his pas­
sion hy many infallible proofs, being 
seen of them forty days, and speaking 
of tile things pertaining to the king­
dom of God: and, being assembled to­
gether with them, commanded them 
that they shoold not depart: from Je­
rusalem, but'wait for the promise of 
the Father, which, | saith he, ye have 
heard of me. For John truly baptized 
with water; but ye shall -be baptized 
With the Roly Ghost not many days 
hence. When they therefore were 
come together, they asked .of .him, 
saying, Lord, w ilt thou at this time re­
store again the kingdom to Israel? 
And he said unto them, It is not for 
you to know the times or. the seasons, 
which the Father hath put in his own 
power. But ye shaU receive power, 

-.after, th a t; the Holy Ghost;- is ■ come 
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses 
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea a, and in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost parts of the earth. And 
when he had spoken these things, 
wrhile they beheld he was taken up, 
and a cloud received him out of their 
sight. And while they looked stead­
fastly toward heaven as he went up, 
behold two men stood by them in 
white apparel; which also said, Ye 
men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing 
up into heaven ? this same Jesus which 
is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye 
hare seen him go into heaven,—Acts 
1:1.

Ghost is outside, waiting, no t inside, 
working. '

In these days, : we put , “Service 
F lags” in church and home and pub­
lic building. Fond paren ts w ear lit­
tle pins w ith a  s ta r  enameled there­
on for every member of the family in 
active service, or in preparation  for 
active service a t the front. These 
flags and pins bear m ute witness to 
the fact th a t certain  souls “loved not 
their lives even upto death”. Why not 
inaugurate service flags for the g rea t­
est service under heaven? Instead of 
looking with our eyes up into heaven 
after a  disappearing Christ, le t us 
ddily go up after Him in h ea rt and 
mind, and, lo, we w ill find ourselves 
possessed of new energy, new vision, 
new hppe, new cheer. We will see the 
C hrist’s /id ea  of service, and our p ar­
ishes will become enlistm ent centers 
for the best b rains and braw n in our 
communities. Mothers w ill again: dedi­
cate their children, , themselves, their 
tim e and money to making this World 
a highway for God,-And th a t will be 
“the day of the L omI” in very tru th . 
And then faith w ill be rew arded by 
a clearer vision, and hope will have 
the sweetness of a perfect fruition, 
and love will have come into her 
own.

COMMENTS ON THE NEW LECTIONARY
By the Rev. C. B. Wilmer, D. D.

S. a ft. Ascension

W h itsu n d a y

MORNING PRAYER
First L w m  J SmwoR Lesson'

N ehem iah ' 1
B aruch  3 
N ehem iah 2 

4
5:1-13
5:14-end

7|í-i0 • 63-end
8

Rev. 19:1-10

19:11-16 •
; 1 9 :17-end
IP . 20 jjjj ;

21:1-37**" . 
21:18; 22:5 
22:6-end

Ex. 19:1-14
16-end

J o h n -15’

EVENING PRAYER
F i r s t  L e sso n  | Second L e sso n  

Jo e l 2 :21-end IJeb. 8 :1 ; 9:12 1

3 :9-ehd 
L am . ,3 :l-26~

9 : ll-e n d  
10:1-18.

Isa. 25:1-9 , - 
3078-21 '

I Sam fy2:26 35 
W isdom  9

Ezeb. 47 :1-12. 
11 ah.' 3

10 :19-end i 
il -Vu; T  

! U e b : '1 2 :14-end 
j 11:17; 12:2

A cts 1 :15-end

How many of us realize th a t Mother 
Church is an in teresting  Church? 
that h e r ‘.children are to be witnesses 
unto Christ? If we realize it, how 
m;any of us are doing Our share in the 
Church’s business of witnessing?: The 
Acts of the Apostles is a constant re ­
buke to those who say they do not be­
lieve in missions. I t  m ust be the one 

j book which such people never read 
and ponder: It. is th e  history of the 
early Church, and it was w ritten by 
St. Luke to show how Christ expected 

: His apostles to continue th a t  which. 
He began . to  do and teach. So today 
we read th a t afte r He started: the 
apostles on the ir in teresting  work,, He 
withdrew from this earth , in order 
th a t His Church should be an other- 
world Church. “W here the Head has 
gone, the body m ust follow. So thé 
Acts of the Apostles is a Divinely 
prepared record of the will of Jesus 
concerning thé sphere of H is body’s 
activities. The apostles did their w it­
nessing so well th a t they were ac­
cused of tu rn ing  the World upside 
down. When th a t is really  dong, then 
Will this old world become other­
worldly; then, as St. John* puts it, 
“there shall be a  new heaven and a 
new ea rth ’7

THE GOSPEL
Jesus appeared unte the eleven as 

they sat at meat; and upbraided them 
with their unbelief and hardness of 
heart, because they believed not them 
which had seen, him after he was 
risen. And he said unto them, Go ye 
into all the' world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature. He that be- 
lieveth and is baptized Shall be saved; 
but he that believetli not shall be 
damned. And these signs 'shall fol­
low them that believe; In my name 
Shall they cast out devils; they shall 
speak with new tongues; they shall 
take up serpents; and if they drink 
any deadly thing, it shall not "hurt

on. the
sick, and they shall recover. So then 
after the Lord had spokeii unto them, 
he Was received up into heaven, and 
Sat on tile right hand of God. And 
they went forth, and preached every 
where, the Lordv working with them, 
and confirming the word with signs 
following.—St. JEark xvi:14.
, I t . is;, a  heart-breaking -experience 
to have to face one whose lové, tru s t 
and sacrifice for you have been out­
raged by your faithlessness. Upbraid- j 
ing from such a source is enough not 
only to take the sp irit out of a  man, j 
but to leave him with dumb and twist-.] 
ed lips. Thè remedy With which Jesus 
healed the broken hearts of those 
eleven who not only -had .forsaken 
Him and flèd, but a lso :had “believed 
not them which had seen Him afte r 
He fi was risen, was the  only; remedy] 
that, has ever been found w orth while I 
and full of restorative healing. “Go 
preach to every creatu re”; said Jesus 
to  those whom: He had to upbraid: 
By word and deed go preach. P er­
suade others not only with your lips, 
but by your lives, and do it a t once, 
because he that believeth not is a con­
demned, soul, and Jiis condemnation 
might bè laid a t your indifferent, pro­
crastina ting , self-indulgent door. Oh, 
What a terrib le  indictm ent people 
w rite agaiqs.t themselves when they 
say they do not believe in missions! 
It m ust be th a t they do not know 
Whom they r'eject when they u tte r 
^such a statem ent, which reveals' ùn- 

eliçf and hardneSs óf heart, and for 
Kvhorn there yet rem ains the up­
braiding of the gentle. Jesus, the 
w rath of the outraged Lamb of Gfod.

“These éìgns shall follow-them that 
Relieve.” One is tempted on first read­
ing  this passage to say, as ,-he looks 
about his; little world, “When the Sor 
pf Man comes, shall He find faith  or 
ithe ea rth ” ? Has the w itnessing Oh urei 
lost the power With which the Pente 
postal age found her possessed 
“Devils, hew  tongues, serpents, dead 
■ly draughts’], taken  literally, have n 
te rro r for those who- resolutely se 
their face to cross “no m an’s land 
and take possession of it in the nam 
of the P rince of Peace. The great' wa 
bears evidence to th is tru th , as evi 
denced in the attitudes and action 
of those soldiers of democracy wh 
believe in the gospel for Which the 
are prepared to fight and, if  needs b 
to die. And. th a t they are to lay han 
of healing on the sick, both figurative 
and literally , is today a  sign tha t 
Ŷvho runs can, if he desire, both ob 
erve and comprehend. If devils an 

serpents and deadly things still seen 
to flourish and abound; if the sic 
of pOttl and body, dying from prevent 
•able diseases, still smell to heave.
R there are tongues not yet under 
food of men, it  is because we ar 

¡faithless both to Him who stands a 
he door of our day and generatio 
nd to the cause and the Gospel whiel

The com pletion and dedication of 
the Temple, amid both tears of sorrow 
and shouts of joy, was followed by 
about «sixty years of silence—so far 
as our records go. After this, we have 
the expedition of E zra (chapters 7 ff). 
Then, after ano ther Interval of about 
a decade came Nehemiah, neither a 
priest nor a  prophet, but a  hard-head­
ed layman, pious, consecrated, full of 
courage, zeal :and Common sense. The 
sad news was brought to him a t the 
P ersian  court; Where he was cup­
bearer to the king, th a t his people in 
far away Palestine w ere “in g rea t af­
fliction and reproach”. The first lesson 
Sunday] morning, is his prayer, to God 
th a t He would help those whom He 
had redeemed. Once again is brought 
before us the g rea t tru th  th a t redemp- 
tioh is a glorious fact, bu t th a t it  ié 
not salvation. “We therefore pray 
Thee help Thy servants, whom Thou 
hast redeemed With Thy precioué 
bipod”. This is an appropriate tru th  
anywhere between E aster and P en te­
cost, a connecting link between .re­
demption and salvation, perhaps no­
where more appropriate than  on this 
unique 'Sunday  of the year—Christ 
having gone away, the Holy Spirit 
not' haying come.

The use of Revelation in E aster­
tide has already been explained. Its 
exclusive use in Advent leads to 
fanaticism, or at] least to a  one-sided 
'in terpretation  of J our Lord 's ' Second, 
Advent, ignoring His .teaching th a t 
thé coming of the Spirit Was His Adi 
ven t' (John xiv:18 and Matt xxvi;64, 
R ev ised V ersio n ), which was to be 
continuous.

The particu lar selection for, this 
morning, the m arriage of th e  Lamb 
in heaven, is an . Advent o r 1 judgment 
theme, and leads on to the Son of God 
(verse 11 ff) a t war, leading the a r ­
mies of thfe Living God. Thië fits the 
E pistle: “The end of a ll,th in g s  is , at

hand; be ye therefore sober (not ex­
cited and fanatical) and  w atch (the 
signs of the times) unto prayer.”

In the evening, a passage from the  
New Testam ent, which trea ts  of our 
great High P riest as set pn the righ t 
hand of the Majesty on high, and of 
the Holy Ghost and-H is teachings, is  
accompanied by the Prophet Joel’s '  
prediction of the Spirit’s outpouring 
upon -all flesh. ;

Of the weék day selections, special 
m ention heed be made only o f 'th o se  

| from the Old Testam ent for the even­
ing, Joel on war and* God as dwelling 
in Zion, lessons in Waiting and fore­
shadowings of the true P riest and 
Hue Kihg.

The m orning Old Testam ent lessons 
lead chronologically to the selection; 
fo r W hitsunday, of Nehemiah 8, the 
reading and expounding of the law  
of God and the inspiring m essage th a t 

. ¡“the joy of the Lord is your streng th”.
The New Testam ent lesson adm its 

I us to the true  source of joy, not law, 
b u t love and union w ith the  D ivine-| 
human personality of our Lord, to- 

I gether with the Work of .the S p irit a s  
affecting th a t union and as testify ing 
along with the Church to the  Christ.

In  the evening,- the presen t P rayer 
Í Book selection (for m orning), on th e  
contrast between old and new cove­
nants, is employed. If preferred, it. 
m ight be used in the morning, to-;t 
gether w ith the Old • Testam ent a lte r-  

I hate, the" giving of the law, in ter-, 
j changing w ith John 15.

Ezekiel’s river flowing 'in the re ­
stored land ; from |the restored  

i 'tcmijle (which m ight very well 
be given in the morning, following 
the - account of the completed tem - 
pie) is the Old Testam ent evening 
lesson, and as an a lternate is given 
H abakuk’s wonderful joy in the God 
of his salvation.

“P ra y e r , is not to bend God’s will 
to ours, bu t to- bend our will towards 
God’s.” '

Petition, is only one o? the elements 
[of prayer.. T rue prayer J includes con- 
fession, supplication for pardon,

I thanksgiving, worship; communion, 
in tercession for ourselves , and oth­
ers. To make prayer only asking is 
like a selfish child wanting something, 
never grateful,- never showing true 
love. To leave petition out of prayer 
is equally unnatu ra l. W here there is- 
friendship th e re  is m utual sympathy, 
m utual help. I t is churlish to refuse 
the gifts -of those who have ,the righ\. 
to .give: As We need the “proportion of 
faith”; so we need the ' proportion o; 
prayer.

Let us pray for our country, tha t 
it may be guided to loyalty with gen­
erosity, to sympathy with true; Chris-

tian love, to earnestness w ith hope- 
and faith, th a t the days after the w ar 
may bring With prosperity sincere co­
opération and determ ination1 that, 
none shall lack or seem to be neglect­
ed, th a t idle wealth and frivolous liv­
ing may no more contradict our, Chris­
tian* calling, th a t America, and all th e  
world may have a new b irth  of free­
dom, larger and happier, more friend­
ly than men have ever known.

! Almighfÿ God, give unto- us th e  
sp irit of teachableness, th a t we. maw 
seek sincerely to know w hat wo 
should do,,';and may se t ourselves to- 
do it, as those who have set th e ir  

j hands to the plow and who tu rn  n o t 
¡back. Help us to learn the great and  
noble' lessons of self-sacrifice "which 

I Thou ar© trying to teach us in these- 
| stirring  times, .and m ay C hrist c ru c i-  
j fied be unto us our inspiration, our- 
1 Saviour and o u r guide.

Religious Educational 
M eetings Held in 

Third Province
A jo in t meeting of the Bohrds o f  

; Religious Education of th e  T hird  
! Province and Diocese of W ash­
in g to n  and the W ashington Sun- 
; day School Institu te  was held; 
m the parish, house of the* 

jj Church of the  Epiphany, W ashington, 
rD. C„ on Tuesday; April 23. “The P ro -  
[gram and P rojects of the Provincial 
[Board” was the topic of an address., 
[given by the Rev. Howard W. Diller,
I executive officer o f the  Board of R e- 
Jligious Education, and “Religious Ed­
u c a tio n  in W ar Time” 'was the to p ic  
|o f an address given by the Rev. E. P. 
FPandfidge, recently elected a  mem— 
i her of the Board. The Provincial Sun- : 
day School Commission held a con fe r- 

jence a t St. Alban’s Guild H all preced- 
[ing the public meeting, and an all-day 
^meeting of .the Provincial Board Was-, 
■held a t the guild hall on the follow-* 
ling Wednesday. The province >Com— 
fprises the  dioceses w ithin the states? 
|of Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland,. 
V irg in ia  and W est Virginia, and th e  

district of Columbia.

!
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Confirmation Instructions

XIX.
Oar Differences with Romanists and Protestants.

Prop. 1,. . Definition of the Church.
W hat is the Christian Church?
(a) I t  is a society founded hy Jesus C hrist through the twelve Apostles/ 
( ) I^hegan  its existence on the Day of Pentecost, when it was endowed

w ith  the gift of the ¿Holy Ghost and began to  adm inister the sacram ents and 
h ear w itness to the facts in C hrist’s life. , ana
eac+ Jf'L  f i  from  tb e ~first those who had been baptized, and w h o 'a t­
tested  their C hristian discipleship by the breaking of brbad.
thA iv-jPP ¡111 J oveirned by tbe Apostles, who set ap a rt various officers by

^  • u °  Were the deaoons set aPar t  and so w ereT im othy  and T itus designated as bishops in the Church of God.
m e n to f  S  the C hristian Church was to adm inister the sacra-
lnent ot life to those who had received the word/
I 1 iffim  ,that disciples of John the Baptist, who were of course Jew s and 
^ t  Christians, were baptized by St. Paul with w ater and the sp irit (Bee
S S w e d  h ° \ ,  ■ ■  by the. sp irit until the sp irit had been
oestowed. C hristian baptism  hegan on the Day of Pentecost.

, Drop. 2. . The Unity of the Primitive Church.

' . ... 11 r^aS.rn!,ari'T V.’ P®^^y barbaric, but in adapting itself to the new con- j expression comes from  men far, fa r  
ditions the Church m  the W est took on the same pyram idal form. At the head behind the battle  lines. Lieutenant 
of the ioose and chaotic state was the E m peror; a t ,the head of the Church Re<|içr says in his splendid book, 
w as tne rope. ’ “T here is no lack of faith  bn the lines.

.Tbf  Papacy, as we know if today, was a mediaeval creation. It> had its ! t  is always behind them .” The la tte r 
origin in the following causes : , period of the w ar- has produced a

m  Bome s own in terpretation  of its peculiar relation  to .St. Peter, not j num ber of books dealing w ith the 
confirmed by the Catholic testim ony of the first five centuries. ' j sp iritual values the w ar has provoked,

2. Rome s peculiar situation as the im perial city, and as the scene of | th a t are  unm atched in our literature. 
Apostolic labors. I t  was one of the five patriarchal sees, and the only one j i t  alm ost seems like a piece of a r ­

rogance and im pertinence for one oflocated in  the  W est
3. R om es pecuilar obligation to the Em peror Gratian, who issued an I us> safely a t home, to contradict men

im perial rescript, extending the Pope’s authority  over Gaul and Spain, as well who have been “purified, yet so as by 
as the whole of Italy . ■ fire .” If  distress, m isfortune and dis-

4. The donation by Pepin and Charlem agne of the states of the Church 
to the Papacy, sta tes which had been taken from the Lombards.

». The two g rea t forgeries, viz: The donation of Constantine, which 
set fo rth  falsely th a t Constantin# had deferred to the Pope’s prerogatives 
and the Forged Decretals, which claimed to be Papal u tterances of Roman 
Bishops during the first th ree centuries. * k  <

Both of these documents were believed to be genuine during the whole 
period of the middle ages.

^ be Persistence and ability of Roman Bishops in pushing their claim 
to suprem acy as against powers unable to cope w ith Rome. F o r example, .the

P nr at m u  H| I  ! i suPPression of the ancient form of the Archbishops, and the res tra in t of child
f '  a t leasJ four centuries the C hristian Church bore individed testim ony ein|Perors.

tim et -characte]-is^ s  and its mission. A ll the w riters of these 7- The need in the middle ages of a  strong central ecclesiastical power
tildes, ana m ere are m any of them, are unanimous in their testim ony th a t the t o .Pro tect the Church in any given locality from the rapacity  of plundering

' barons or grasping ecclesiastics.essential features of the Church are:
w l s t ‘ i Jl lt ilreefold m inistry, preserving an unbroken testim ony through the 
m eans of Episcopal ordination. The bishops passed on their power and also
by b is 'h o p ? ^  gh an unbrolcen line g |  officers, all of whom were ordained

2nd. The two sacram ents which C hrist ordained were zealously 'guarded 
and universally adm inistered. ; , “  8

3rd . The creed was accepted as a sufficient statem ent of the faith either 
m  the prim itive form, known as the Apostles’ Creed, or in the more elaborate 
form, known as the Nicene Creed, which la tte r was not regarded as different 
b u r ra th e r as m ore definitive.

T>aJ % \ ? hl ^ l y *Cri* tUreS Were r&verfin tly  kept and interpreted, but that 
r t  of . the Bible known as the New Testam ent was w ritten  by those Who 

w ere members of the C hurch and was approved, and then set forth  by the
■ authorized officers of the Church, so th a t there were not many New T esta­

m ents, but one New Testament.
. unit^ . ^ as not broken into until a  question arose of trem endous

ChnrAhailCte’ tWhlCh’ a±ter muc| 1 ac rimouious discussion, finally separated the
hurch into two parts, each of which held w ith equal tenacity  the things tha t 

webe essential, but each stubbornly refusing to  concede to the other, the 
-authority th a t it claimed.

E  bon® fe  contention which arose was the peculiar power claimed by 
th e  Bishop of Rome, which it would have been disloyal to have denied if it 
W Ê Ë m  an aPostohc essential, and which it would ■hp.ve been impossible for 
th e  E astern  Church to have accepted if fit were not a primitive doctrine.

Prop. 3. . The Loss of Unity.
At a very early date the Church adopted the political divisions of the 

Rom an Em pire in the first century, as the ecclesiastical divisions of Jurisdic­
tio n  and authority. The provinces, dioceses, parishes, of the primitive Church 
w ere (as ¡ J  our own Church in  the U. §  A.) along the  lines of Roman Prov­
inces, states and m unicipalities as far as it  was practicable or possible.

Hence, there arose five bishops in the early  Church which, wer'e of the 
^npst conspicuous authority. These bishops were know n as patriarchs, a l­
though  none of them  was really  m ore than  a  bishop; They were, in  the ordër 
m  which they were esteemed in the prim itive Church, as follow: Rome Alex­
an d ria , Antioch, Jerusalem . Ephesus.

B ut with the rise of Constantinople and the peculiar relation of Constan­
t in e  to the  Christian Church, the five designated by the Council of Niceâ
a s  of patriarchal dignity, were Rome, Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, 
-J erusalem.

They were placed in this order by the Council of Nicea,
Thus the patriarchs o r popes of Rome and Constantinople became the

• +lZed leaders m-tbe C burcb> and soon becam e very jealous of one another, 
a f te r  the  m anner of the Gentiles.

Each claimed universal jurisdiction, but neither of them  was able to 
-exercise it, and the resu lt w as,1 th a t out of a united trunk  there grew two 
.great branches, the Roman and the Greek Church.  ̂ :

The Church had lost its unity, bu t each branch oftthe Church was faith-- 
lu l  m  its witness to the facts; and moreover each branch was united in tha t 
:it was a p a rt of the sam e trunk.

Prop. 4. . The Roman Claims.
RoîI ân Ghurch ciaims th a t our Lord made P eter the rock upon which 

■the Church (s founded ;''that P e te r became Bishop of Rome, and therefore 
th e  successors of P eter in th a t See are entitled to the same powers as were 
bestow ed upon Peter.

Of course such facts, if true, would be vital to the very existence of this 
; fChurch. As against these claims it should be sufficient to urge:

■ J i  That there is no evidence in the Acts of the Apostles; or in  the var- I 
m us Epistles, including those of St. P eter himself, th a t he ever exercised or 
•«claimed such powers.

'■ tbe COI1trary , St. Paul, who was in 'n o 's e n s e  an anarchist, resisted
h t. P eter to the face because he was to be blamed, does not m ention him in 

v his Epistle to the Romans, nor fifteen years la ter does he m ention him in 
h is  last Epistle (II. Timothy), w ritten  from Rome on the eve of his execution, 
•although he mentions several other Romans in each. Nor do the fathers of the 

’ ’first three centuries m ention any such powers as possessed by St. Peter, nor 
b av e  the Greék fathers in any century ever so interpreted  this text.-

I t is what F u ller rightly  describes as “a conspiracy of silence” in  the 
-early Church about the power of Peter.

3. Moreover, none of the great general councils in the 4th and 5th cen- 
t,uries sbow th a t bhey were aw are of any such power as claimed by the Roman 
-See, nor did they so defer to the Pope in their legislation.

They did concede th a t the Roman See had the primacy of honor, but th a t 
is a very different thing from an infallible suprem acy over all other bishops 
, 4. W henever the Roman Church asserted such an in terpretation  of its

-claims, they were invariably resisted, by the protest against the Papal e x - ! 
-comm unication of the Quarto decimans in the 2nd centuryj by Cyprian’s re ­
sis tance to Pope Stephen’s interference in the 3rd century; bytthe Apostacy of 
Pope Liberius' in the 4th century; and by the repudiation of Pope Leo’s claims 

-to Petrine authority  by the Council of Chalcedom in the 5th century.
®,° r ’ *n Canon XXVIII .of th a t Council, Leo’s suggestion th a t Rome had ■ 

th e  prim acy because it was the See of Peter, was definitely repudiated, and the I 
-Council asserted in Canon 28 th a t Rome had the Prim acy because it was the 
im peria l city ./;*■' - . :/ • \ ■

I  challenge anyone to show th a t the acceptance of the Pope’s infallibility 
;o r  universal jurisdiction was ever recognized by Catholic usage in the first 
five centuries. ;

But how then did this Papal claim receive the recognition of the whole 
of W estern Europe? ‘

You m ust note first of all th a t W estern Europe, from afte r the Council 
-of Ephesus (451) to the XIV. century, was ’as nearly  as uneducated and im- 

. m oral a barbarism  as can be. found in history.
There is not a ¡Single name from Gregory the Great (600) to , Petraich 

-and Dante (1300) who has the slightest claim  to high ability as a  scholar 
¿according to the standard  of these days.

During this period the character of government changed from th a t of 
im perial Rome to, the system of feudalism, in which each grade of society had 

. th e  relation of vassals to th a t above it.

The growth of the Papal power was ra the r a mediaeval necessity than 
a prim itive practice.

But bn© needs to' bear in mind constantly, the difference between the pri- 
macy conceded to Rome in the early  Church and the infallible suprem acy 
claimed by h e n 110 w • They are miles apart.

And one also needs to rem em ber th a t a need of the barbaric middle ages 
is not_a m atter of primitive faith  and practice, nor a  necessity today.

Bub if not the Pòpe, w hat then is the symbol of the Church’s unity 
and the"source of her wisdom? Surely siuch a symbol and such source are 
necessary. Exactly; and, if necessary, they would appear as essentials in the 
Acts and in ,th e  Epistles, but instead we find neither 'St. P eter nor the 
Roman Church ever referred to as the symbol of unity nor source of wisdom.

In  the New' Testam ent, the Body of lèhrist is the symbol of unity, and the 
gift of the Holy Spirit a t Pentecost was. to guide the Church into all tru th .

In  celebrating the Holy Eucharist, every priest, be he Greek, Roman, An­
glican, says the same words, does the same thing.

As you participate in th a t E ucharist you share in the unity of C hrist 
Body, and the hand cannot say to the foot,.. “I have no need of thee.” The 
parts of the body belong to the body, not by reason of vocal assertion, but by 
the fact of their vital connection.

The whole of Christendom is one body by v irtue  of its vital, not vocal 
connection w ith the Body of Christ.

And for eènturies the Holy Spirit guided the Church through its various 
working parts, in  synods andHn councils. He does still so guide us, not as 
though He w'ere an oracle, but as an indwelling power guided us into all 
tru th  and so into the unity of the Spirit. Not superim posing 'this unity  upon 
us through any incarnate infallibility, but moving us, through the inspiration 
th a t He im parts to us as we struggle tow ard the perfect unity th a t shall 
be hereafter. P l f tp  |

Nor has the visible unity which Rome holds out so alluringly ever been 
a fact in history. The g rea t E astern  Church has never been a p a rt of Roman 
unity. Nor wherever Rome has succeeded in" unifying' W estern Christendom 
has the resu lt been edifying.

One may say w ith historic accuracy, th a t the m ore completely Rome has 
imposed her theory upon the W estern World, the more disastrous has been 
1 ho-'iiiosuln 1? '^ . '"jaV

The Rom an Church has. fallen down worst, where her opportunity for a 
successful dem onstration of the value of her theory has been m ost complete. 
Italy, Spain, Mexico, -South America, is  w here Rome has had the greatest 
opportunity and the m ost disastrous failure.

The prim acy of the Bishop of Rome among the Bishops of Christendom, 
was recognized by the early  Church; the suprem acy of the BishopsTof Rome 
over these Bishops was an usurped power, growing out of conditions and 
opportunities of the mediaeval world. The do ttrine  of Papal supremacy 
and infallibility was not primitive, has never been universally  accepted, and 
has not justified its claim  by its efficiency or righteousness w here it has had 
the best opportunity to so dem onstrate its tru th .

(To be Continued)

PERSOM L M ffilO Ñ ^ A I D S
AND H E PS BY THE WAY

Edited bj Southern., Ohio

PRAYER
P rayer is the expression of your de­

pendent life as God’s, child upon your 
Bather, in whom you live and move 
and have your being. Therefore, any 
act cr thought by which consciously 
you bring your life into God’s p res­
ence is prayer. Your dependence’ is 
expressed in petition, in thanksgiving 
and in silent listening.

ABIDE IN ME AND I IN YOU, FOR 
WITHOUT ME YOU CAN DO NOTH­
ING.

Daily Bible Readings
A. M.—Ps. 66:7-end; Ps. 116; I

Chron. ; 29:10-20 ; I St. John 5:13-16; 
Eph. 1 :16-end; Phil. 4:6-8; Col. 1:1-14. 
; P. M.—St. Mark 1:32-36; St. Matt. 
6:5-16; St. Luke 11:1-14; St. Luke 
22:39-47; St. Luke 9:23-29; St. Mark 
7:24^-31 ; Eph. 6:13-21.

0  Lord, we beseech Tli ee m ercifully 
to receive the p ra y e rs ; of Thy people 
vyho call upon Thee; and gran t tha t 
they, may both perceive and know 
w hat things they ought to do, and a l­
so m ay have grace and power faith- 
fully to fulfill the sam e; through Je ­
sus Christ, our Lord. Amen. . ..

O God, our I) il li< i* whose presence 
is , ever about Thy „children whereso- 
eyer. they may be, so fill our hearts 
w ith 'tru s t in Thee, tha t a t  all times 
we may commit ourselves and those 
we love unto Thy never-failing keep­
ing; confident th a t T hy | sustaining 
strength  is sufficient for every need, 
and 'Thy F atherly  care and protection 
Will shield us from all harm  and evil. 
Keep ps steadfast in this faith, we 
numbly beseech Thee ; through Jesus 
Christ pur Lord. Amen.

fire.
appointm ent drive men away from 
religion, then of w hat value is re li­
gion, "when every prospect pleases?” 
The m other bending over h e r dying 
child feels the, stirrings of a new faith 
w ithin her and from the new made 
grave she rises trium phant like a  
Phoenix, and fronts the world w ith a 
courage she had never known or ex­
perienced before. The soldier, rough 
or refined, feels the new stirrings of 
a seemingly forgotten sp iritual na­
tu re  clam oring for utterance and, 
w ithout a creed w ith which to form u­
late his faith, he bows down beside 
the wayside cross to acknowledge, the 
beauty and* suprem acy of Him who 
hupg thereon.

We do not believe from our ra th e r 
■extensive contacts: with life in  its- 
varied forms, th a t faith  is waning or 
th a t once this war is over, we shall be 
the followers of the E thics of Marcus 
Aureliuk. Too often through the cen­
turies has the experim ent been tried  
and signally failed. Men have en­
deavored to set. up their Republics or 
their Utopias o r , the ir Brook Farm  
communities,; but sooner or la ter their 
schemes have failed, because they 
were founded almost solely upon 
confidence in humankind. The world 
does not grow strong by this process, 
n o r do men become confident and 
courageous because of the ir faith  in  
the enlarging goodness of humanity. 
God knows, we need this too, and we 
need it now as we have never needea 
it before, but, plus this, we demand, 
the consciousness of a righteousness 
not of ourselves, that, working in and 
through us, brings us ultim ately a 
peace th a t passeth hum an under­
standing. If this war, in the judg­
m ent of any, has killed the faith  of 
the world, if it has slain forever Him 
who hung upon the tree, and if it 
has irrevocably sealed His open tomb, 
then surely we are plunging head­
long on into the b lackest night hu­
m anity has ever known. Our faith  a t 
its best may be poor and mean, and 
our lives .may be m iserable examples 
of w hat C hristian people ought to 
be but, notw ithstanding this, we are 
persuaded th a t the mighty w ar is pro­
voking a deeper, finer, stronger faith, 
not only, in the over-ruling Provi­
dence th a t guides the destinies of 
nations and ultim ately decides the is­
sues of peoples, but also a  larger 
faith  in th a t saving rem nant of hu­
man goodness and kindness, th a t 
divine spark  th a t illum inates the hu­
man heart and th a t can never be de­
stroyed, even though the powers of 
darkness conspire against it. Steven­
son had the righ t conception when he 
said: “I believe in an ultim ate de­
cency of things, yes, and ■ if I awoke 
in hell I should still believe it.” This 
is- a tim e th a t tries men’s souls and 
proves the stuff of which they are 
made, but it is not the time for whim- • 
pering about the failure of religion 
or the growing atheism because, for­
sooth, the Germans have destroyed 
the finest cathedral on the continent 
b f Europe. No, when the Son of 
Man cometh, we believe He will find 
faith on the e.arth,—Courtesy of the 
Minneapolis Tribune.

EVERY-DAY RELIGION
. -, -

... By Rev. James E. Freeman, I). D.

•caste
Instead of national character, society took on the nature of graduated

WHITHER

“When the Son of Man cometh, will 
will he find faith  on the earth?”

In  times of stress and storm, re ­
peatedly ■ in life, we aslc the - question 
■ of the text. I t is a curious fact that, 
whenever a storm  breaks or a diffi­
culty a r is e s . or a sorrow  overclouds 
our horizon, the firs t thing we think 
of is the break-up of our faith. When 
this w ar began even men who bore the

with .grave seriousness, “Has Christ­
ianity failed or broken down?” and 
in m any instances the answ ers of 
these doubting Thomases were in the 

•affirmative, vEven today, w ith three 
and a half years with unbroken 
storm, notw ithstanding the great 
messages th a t have come from men 
who have seen “the glory of the 
trenches,” others are saying, “This 
w ar means- the spread of Atheism

Trinity Church, 
Lawrenceburg, Ilici.

. and unbelief.”; I t  is a  curious fact,
olnce of the m inistry  were asking worthy of wide recognition, th a t this

The attendance and collection a t the 
E aster service this year w as the la rg ­
est .known in the history of the par­
ish. A beautiful solid silver , chalice 
and paten, was blessed and used for 
the first tim e on E aster day; Nine 
persons were recently  confirmed by 
the Bishop of Southern, Ohio, who has 
been m aking Episcopal visitations in 
the Diocese of Indianapolis, during 
the absence of Bishop Francis. A Red 
|bxiss has been established in the par­
ish hall, and meetings are held th ree 
afternoons a week. The attendance 
a t the regular Sunday services is in ­
creasing and the affairs of the parish  
seem to be in a very prosperous con­
dition.

All sound beliefs or convictions are 
bqsed on tru th  or reality. W ithout 
love, all is selfishness, and selfishness 
is the essence of sin. W ithout tru th , 
all is sham, and sham is the curse of 
the world.—MOmilist.
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NEWS IN A NUTSHELL FROM
EAST, WEST NORTH AND SOUTH

St. John’s P arish , a t  Bedford City, 
Va., w ill begin the erection of a  new 
church building a t an  early  date.

By the w ill of the late Adele G. 
Thayer of Boston, St. P au l>  Church, 
Brookline, w ir receive funds am ount­
ing  in  the aggregate to  $56,000.

■ ■ The twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
consecration Of Bishop Cheshire as the 
Bishop of N orth Carolina w ill be ob­
served October 15 next,

“The 1  growth of the Episcopal 
Church far exceeds, proportionately, 
th a t of th e  population a t large. I t  
looks like The Church, of the fu ture .”— 
Public Opinidn.

wounded as they  come in from  the 
front, and th a t the W uchang govern­
m ent is already using i t  for such sifck 
and wounded as cannot be accommo­
dated in camp*

I t  is a  source of gratification to  re ­
ceive many commendatory le tte rs 
from our subscribers in  different parts 
of the country. H ere are  two typical 
commendations: “Your paper is ex­
cellent in every respect, and is largely 
read by every member of the family,” 
w rites L aura S. Paddock of Cleveland, 
Ohio. “I w ant to  commend you upon 
the very live and newsy paper which 
you a re  publishing,” w rites J. W. Ly- 
der, cashier of the N orthern National 
Bank, Duluth, Minn.

a social hour. In  the afternoon a 
business session was held. A mission­
ary ta lk  on Japan  was m ade by Dea­
coness Newbold, and a  question box 
w as conducted by Rev. C. E. Buck. 
Evening P rayer was said a t 8 p. m., 
and the Rev. Jamqs H. W. Blake, Rec­
to r of C hrist Church, y Georgetown, 
gave an address.

The 85th m eeting of the N orthern 
Deanery of the Diocese of Chicago 
was held a t Dundee, 111., on April 29 
and 30. T he clergy gathered on Mon­
day nigh t for a  d inner in the parish  
house, and la te r heard  the  Rev. E. H. 
M erriman preach a t the evening serv­
ice. At the Tuesday m orning session 
the  following /topics w ere taken  up : 
The Rey. W illiam H. Bond spoke on 
“Developing Lay R eaders” ; the Rev. 
Victor Hoag told of “Successful Class­
es in Psychotherapy”, telling <jf the 
gratitude expressed by those in the 
classes, and the  request th a t they be 
made a perm anent thing ; the  Rey. 
Garth Sibbald gave' some v e ry |in te r ­
esting suggestions on the point, 
“When the Boys Come Home, What, 
Shall We Do W ith Them?” He point­
ed out the great opportunity of w rit­
ing le tte rs  to each one, and how it  is 
well to ,p resen t the pause for the  m in­
istry, since they Were having all their 
best ideals of service and sacrifice 
"brought to  the ir attention. I t  was 6ne 
of the best meetings the Deanery has 
held. W eek day religious instruction 
iS being rapidly introduced in the va­
rious towns in the  Deanery. . /

The program  of the tw enty-third 
Annual Council of the Diocese of Lex­
ington and* its associated m eeting of 
the W oman’s Auxiliary, to be held in 
Calvary# Church, Ashland, Ky., begin­
ning on Tuesday, May 28, has ' been 
isstfed. The Bishop w ill deliver his 
annual address on the m orning of 
th e  first day’s session:’ A special serv­
ice w ill be held in  the evening, a t 
Which the Rev. J. Howard Gibbons, 
Rector of T rin ity  Church, Covington, 
will preside, and addresses will be 
given by the  Rev. J. ' J. Gravait, Jr., 
Rector of the Church of the Ascen­
sion. F rankfort. ; on “The Call of the 
Times for the Extension, of the King­
dom”, and by the Rev. G. HI H arris, 
Dean of M argaret College. Versailles, 
on “The Call of the  Times for the  R°- 
ligious Education of Youth”. On the 
following evening the Rev. H . P . Man­
ning, Rector of T rinity  Church, Dan­
ville, will act as chairm an at a. spe­
cial service, and addresses w ill be 
given >on the genera] subject, “Church 
Unity”, bv the Rev. T. L. Settle of St. 
M arv’s Church*. M’ddlesboro, .and by 
th e  Rev. Allan D. Cole, Esq., of Mays- 
viile. At the m eeting of the W oman’s 
Auxiliary an annual le tte r will be 
read from  Miss Grace Lindley. the 
general secretary, ‘ and communica­
tions from the diocesan president, 
the president of the Junior Auxiliary 
and the president of the L ittle Help­
ers. Reports will be presented by the 
other- diocesan officers a.nd from the 
branches, and provision is made for 
conferences and the discussion of vital 
points of in terest to  the Auxiliary.

Personal Mention
The Rev. R. F. Lau has accepted a 

Call to the Rectorship of St. John’s 
Church, Bayonne, N. J., and \vill as­
sume charge of the parish this month.

The Rev. Alexander M. Rich, for­
m erly of Morris Plains, N. J., has en­
tered upon his duties as Rector of 
Holy T rin ity  Church, Memphis, Teiin.

Rev. John R. S talker has resigned 
the Rectorship of St. Luke’s Church, 
Cleveland, Ohio, and on May 1st en­
tered  upon his duties as Rector of St. 
Timothy’s Church, Massillon, Ohio.

The Rev. Charles M. Tubbs, for the 
past two years Curate of St. P e te r’s 
Church, Springfield, Mass.; .and in 
charge of All Saints’ Church, W est 
Springfield, has accepted a call and 
entered upon his duties as Rector 
of St. I^hilip’s Church, Eastham pton, 
Mass.

Miss Kate Cheshire, after fourteen 
years of faithful and, enthusiastic 
service, has resigned the presidency 
of. the North Carolina Branch of the 
Woman’s Auxiliary to the  Board of 
Missions, and Bishop Cheshire has ap­
pointed Mrs. W illiam A. Hoke toy fill 
the vacancy.

The Rey. Jam es J. H. Reedy, Rector 
of T rin ity  Church, Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
observed his sixty-sixth birthday on 
Sunday, May 5th. The choir volun­
teered special music fqr the morning 
service, which was largely  " attended 
by the members of the congregation 
and friends of the Rector from several 
o f  the local fra ternal organizations.

• The Rev. A. G. Banks has resigned

the Rectorship of Christ Church," 
Eagle Lake, in  the tiiocese of Texas, 
and assumed charge th e  first of this 
m onth o f Grace Church, Cuero, and 
the Church of the Holy Communion, 
Yoakum* in  the  Diocese of W est 
Texas. \ ; » v |

On May 1st the Rev. Stephen D. 
Palm er, form erly of Im m anuel 
Church, Bay Minette, Ala., took 
charge of ' St. St. Stephen’s Church, 
Eutaw, and St. M ark’s, Boligee, in 
the* same diocese. S t  S tephen’s is an 
bid .historic parish,, dating back to 
.1845. W ithin recent years it  has built 
a very commodious rectory and also a 
m ost beautiful church to replace one 
lost by fire*

The Rev. James. Craig Morris, Rec­
to r of Grace Church, Madison, Wis., 
has le ft fo r F o rt Oglethorpe, Ga., 
where he will serve as  a  civilian chap­
lain under the General W ar Commis­
sion of the Church a t Camp Greenleaf, 
in the Medical Officers’ Training 
Corps. He has been granted  a three' 
m onths’ leave of absence by the Ves­
try  of Grace Church. The Rev. F. B. 
Jackson of Providence, R. I., w ill have 
charge of the parish  during the ab­
sence of M r.' Morris.

The Rev. E. Leslie Rolls, Deacon, 
form erly a  chorister and a teacher in 
the Sunday school of the Church of 
the Holy Communion a t Tacoma, 
Wash., was ordained to the priesthood 
in the Church of the Holy Communion, 
th a t city, on Sunday morning, April 
28, the Rt. Rev. F rederic W. Keator, 
D. D., Bishop of Olympia, officiating. 
Mr. Rolls , is a  graduate of the semi­
nary  a t San Francisco. '

Death of a
Colorado Clergyman |

The Rev. Charles Melvin Pullen, a  
retired  p riest of the Diocese of Colo­
rado , died a t his home in Denver, April 
19, aged 75 years. He was a graduate 
of the Nashotah Theological Semi­
nary, Nashotah, W1s., and was or­
dained a deacon by Bishop; W elles of 
W isconsin in  1875, and advanced to 
the priesthood by the same Bishop. He 
held rectorships in the Dioceses of 
W estern New York and W isconsin 
before going tó  Colorado, w here he 
had been in charge of work a t Golden, 
Arvada, Montclair and Denver prior 
to his retirem ent from active service. 
Surviving him are  his widow, three 
sons, Drs. H. A. and L. L. Pullen of 
Buffalo, N._ Y., and Dr. R. M. Pullen of 
Denver, and one daughter, K atharine, 
of Denver. The body was taken to 
Evansville, Wis., for burial. /

J m  No tè&Î
A m ost impressive Ordination to the 

Deaconate was held a t St. P au l’s 
Church, New Albany, upon the festi­
val of SS. Philip and J'amës, May 1st. 
The son of-the Rèctor, Rev. F. J. Mal- 
lett, P h / D., Mr. Reginald B. M allett 
was ordered Deacon by the Bishop of 
N orth C arolina/ the Rev. J. B. Ches­
hire, D. D The preacher was the 
Rev. Dr.. Lewis Brown of iSt. P au l’s 
Church, Indianapolis. Rev. Edward 
McAllister acted as Chaplain to the 
Bishop. Dean R. L. McCready of 
Christ Church, Louisville, was the 
Epistoler. The new Deacon read the 
Gospel and Canon F. W. H ardy as­
sisted 4n the service. Morning prayer 
was said a t an early  hour by the Rec­
to r and Rev. D r., Brovin. The Bishop 
was especially tender in his exam ina­
tion and ordinktion. The Church was 
beautifully decorated and a large con­
gregation was present. Receptions in 
honor of Bishop Cheshire, Rev. Mr. 
M allett anjj invited guests were held 
upon Tuesday and W ednesday even­
ings. The Rev. Reginald B. M allett 
is an alum nus of the University of 
North Carolina', arid is com pleting his 
theological .studies a t the General 
Theological Seminary, where he grad­
uates this year. He has had much ex­
perience in work among the Cotton 
■Mills of the South and w ill take up 
duty under the Bishop of N orth Caro­
lina, a t the close of his sem inary car- 
career. He is an unusual man and will 
do consecrated work .for the Master.

- Rev. Dr. M allett preached before 
New Albany Commandry, No. 5, 
K nights Tem plar, upon E aster Day, 

jin St. P au l’s Church a t 3:00 p. m. He 
is  doing very fine wqrk a t St. Luke’s 
Church, Conneltori, and has quite re ­
covered from his recent very serious 
illness.

< St. Jam es Churfeh, New Castle, has 
taken a forw ard step under the direc­
tion of its indefatigable vicar, Rev. 
Geo. E. Young, A Church building 
has been purchased in the center of 
the city from a decadent denomina­
tion and has been adm irably rem odel­
ed. The service of dedication“ took

“The gain of the  Episcopalians in 
th is  country, steady, onward, undenia­
ble, is one of the  rem arkable charac­
te ristics of our tim e.”—The News 
(Roman Catholic). '

Over 700 persons attended the an­
nual banquet of St. M ark’s Church, 
Seattle, Wash. The Rev. Dr. Shayler, 
Rector of the parish, introduced the 
speaker of the evening, Major General 
H. X. Green of Camp Lewis.

The period of May 20-27, inclusive, 
has been se t aside as “Red Cross 
w eek”. During th is tim'e the Ameri­
can people will be asked for a sec­
ond hundred million dollars, in order 
th a t the great work may not falter.

About 200 acolytes were p r é s e n tâ t  
th e ' annual service of the Acolyte 
Guild held a t St. Bartholomew’s 
Church, Chicago, of which the Rev. 
E. L. Roland is the Rector, cn St. 
M ark’s Day. The Rev. Charles H er­
b ert Young preached the sermon.

The Rev. Jam es Shderin, .Vicar of 
St. Thomas’ Chapel, New York, and a 
valued member of the Board of Ed­
ito rs of THE WITNESS, underw ent a 
sepious but successful operation for 
appendicitis a t St. Luke’s Hospital, 
th a t city, on April 26th.

Nine men of St.. Anne’s Parish , Lin­
coln, Mass., cut five cords of wood 
for the  Church, and eleven m e n ,'in ­
cluding the two w ardens and -most >pf 
th/e vestry, chopped four cords of 
wood and delivered it  to  the  rectory.

'T h e  Pennsylvania branch of the 
W om an’s Auxiliary to  the Board of 
Missions expect to  make an offering 
of $60,000 a t  thè m eeting of the  Gen­
era l Convention in D etroit in 1919/ 
The total am ount presented by the 
women of the dioe'ese tow ards , the 
United Offering since November 1st, 
1916, is $24,800.

“The w ar has served to strengthen 
th e  practice of C hristianity among 
m any peoples,” says Lincoln Steffens, 
in  the Chicago H erald. “I see growing 
over Europe a disposition to put into 
effect th'e sp irit of the Man of Galilee 
when the w ar is ended.. W ar horro rs 
have served to quicken appreciation 
of tru e  Christianity.”

By the will of the late Elizabeth 
Wyncoop, St. P au l’s Church, K inder- 
hook, N. Y., receives $20,000, the 
Board of Missions, Diocese of Albany, 
$500, the Diocese of Albany Bible and 
Book of Common P rayer Society and 
the  Aged and Infirm  Clergy ¿Fund 
each $100, and the Criming Founda­
tion $200.

A M assachusetts subscriber w rites 
to the editor expressing her apprecia­
tion of several articles and poems- in 
our* April 20th number, which she 
found intensely in teresting  and use­
ful in the preparation  of special pa­
pers and for readings before a Red 
Cross unit, “F or a.ll of these I am 
personally grateful, to  say nothing of 
o ther 'valuable reading in TH E W IT­
NESS.” • I

On the third Sunday after E aster 
Bishop Olmstead visited St. John’s 
Church, Oneida, N». Y., and confirmed 
a  class of 22, of whom. 15 were adults, 
8 of these being men, heads of fam­
ilies. Not a very discouraging resu lt 
for the th irteen th  year of the present 
rtectorate of thé Rev. W. R. McKim. 
A $1,000 L iberty  Bond was presented 
to  the parish a t E aster time for the 
parish  house fund.'

The Hankow News L etter of March 
4, 1918, states th a t Drs. - Lieo and 
Tsaom, Who have been sent up from 
Shanghai by the Red Cross, arte plan­
ning to inake the Church General 
H ospital their headquarters for . the

Mr: Stephane Luzanne, the  editor of 
“Le Matin”, one of the m ost promi­
nent newspapers of Paris, France, 
gave an address on “F rance Fighting 
for L iberty and Justice” a t St. P au l’s 
Cathedral, Boston, Sunday, April 28. 
Mr. Luzanne is an official represen t­
ative in this country of the French 
government, a  m an of the highest 
cultu re and distinction, who speaks 
English w ith g rea t flutenfcy and charm.

A box placed in the corner-stone 
of St. Luke’s Church, Cedar Falls, la., 
Nov. 29, 1866, was accidentally uncov­
ered th e  other day by workm en en­
gaged *in remodeling the building. 
Previous search for the box had been 
unsuccessful, and it was believed to 
have been lost. I t  contained a  Bible, 
P rayer Book, the  proceedings of th e ! 
Diocesan Convention for th ree years 
p rior to 1866, a lis t of the officers of 
the m ission and a  history of the  Ma­
sonic lodge. The Rev. C. L. Kinney 
was in  charge a t the tim e ..

“Our country as well as our God 
calls us to self-surrender, to faith  in 
and w ork for the caus'e of righteous­
ness and tru th ,” says Bishop Babcock 
of M assachusetts. “In proportion as 
we make the Church stronger we 
build up in the world the Kingdom 
which o.ur Lord has promised is des­
tined to overcome the kingdoms of 
evil. T he only hope of m ankind in 
this hour is v the Christian religion. 
Let us go forw ard to win the  victory 
and  to do our p a r t ' in reconstructing 
a shaken and shattered  world.”

Bishop Hunting, w riting t.o a friend 
April 24t.h says: “I s ta rt on my an­
nual, auto trip  to the out-of-the-way 
places tom orrow—so out of the way 
some, of them th a t I have never been 
to them, nor have any of my Episco­
pal predecessors. If you never hear 
of,m e again, you m ight s'end a m iner 
to  dig me out of the sand, or a diver 
to find Ine in some river I will try  to 
cross. I will cover about. 2,000 miles, 
and over Nevada roads th a t is “going 
some, believe m e .”

“Most .people are enough advanced 
in religion to keep the commandment 
about pot bearing false w itness (tell­
ing the tru th ) , but a  g rea t many jump 
over the little  fourth  one about re ­
m embering the Lord’s Day and keep­
ing it holy. You cannot choose' which 
commandment you shall keep. I t  is as 
Wrong to "stay away from church as 
it is to tell a lie,” says the Rev. F rank  
Victor Hoag, who has charge of three 
parishes a t Batavia, Geneva and St. 
Charles, 111., arid is attem pting the 
very unusual th ing  of conducting two 
m orning services every -Sunday in two 
of his fields, which have presented 
him w ith a Ford car.

The D aughters of the King held 
their annual m eeting a t the .Cathedral 
House, Cleveland, Ohio, the past week, 
delegates from the various chapters 
ip the diocese attending. At the m orn­
ing session Bishop Leonard gave a 
very inspiring address. Luncheon was 
served a t 12:30. Bishop PuMcy’V  
spoke a t the afternoon session, and 
made an earnest plea for w orkers in 
the parishes w here the rectors had 
joined the service of the country as 
chaplains and in other w ar tim e ac­
tivities, asking th a t men suited for 
the work should offer them selves for 
the  service of lay readers.

The twenty-second Annual Council 
of the Daughters of the King, in the 
Diocese of W ashington, was held a t 
St. S tephen’s Church, W ashington, D. 
C., on Thursday, April 25th. ; There
was a  celebration of the Holy Com­
munion a t 10 a. m., the Rev. George F, 
Dudly, Rector, being the celebrant, 
and Bishop H arding conducted a 
quiet hour. P rayer for missions was 
said a t noon, followed by the organi­
zation of the Council, luncheon and

place Ascension night, Rev. Jam es D. 
Stanley of C hrist Church, Indianapo­
lis, preaching the sermon, the vested, 
choir of Grace Church, Muncie, assist­
ing in the service. The clergy of the 
diocese nearby and from  Indianapolis 
were present in the Chancel. The» im­
provem ent means a  m ost vigoroujs 
fu ture from the congregation.

Bishop Vincent of Southern Ohio 
’gladdened his many friends in  the 
Diocese by visitations upon April 14th, 
T5th and 16th. He confirmed classes 
in  Christ Church, St. P au l’s and the 
'Cathedral in Indianapolis; St. P au l’s  
Church, Columbus, and T rinity , Law- 
renceburgh. His adm irable sermons 
and beautiful addresses to the several 
classes made a  profound impression. 
H e was the guest of h o n o r 'a t the In-, 
dianapolis Clericus upon Monday, 
April 15th, w here it m et w ith the p res­
ident, Rev. Geo. W. Burbànck'. The 
la tter, who was: essayist as well as 
host, read a paper upon “Clerical 
Nonsense,” which was m ost enjoyable. 
The Bishop was elected to honorary 
membership.
, All of the arrangem ents for the  
Council have been made by the Stand- 
ing Committee. Bishop Woodcock will 
preach before the W oman’s Auxiliary 
upon May 14th and address the Coun­
cil in th e  evening. The m ain busi­
ness is the final ratification of the new 
■Constitution and Canons.

The annual d inner w ill be/ given 
Xlay 15th, afte r adjournm ent and w ill 
be held a t Knickerbocker Hall.

The Réy. Lewis Brown, Ph. D., 
preached the annual sermon to St. 
John’s Commandry,' Knights Tem plar, 
Crawfor^sville, upon Ascension night.: 
■The Vicar, Rev. N. W. Wood* who is 
P re la te  of the organization had 
charge of the stervice. The attend­
ance was large and representative, 
Crawfordsville is the cefitér of a large 
Masonic community, and the V icar is 
a m ost helpful member.

Porto Rico Notes
ST. ANDREW’S MISSION MAY AGUES

This mission will soon be rewarded 
for its  years of endurance, of make­
shifts and adversities. The leaky old 
building which has m iraculously 
stood a t an angle of much less than 
48 degrees'over the s tree t is to be to rn  
dow n. June* 1 to give plac'e to th e  
first of the neW group of buildings to  
house tem porarily  the school, chapel 
and home of the staff of workers.

The -industrial work has been giv­
en a splendid, impetus under Miss 
Mildred Hayes. Ord'ers enough come 
from the States to keep the girls busy 
with lace, embroidery and draw n- 
work. About 25 girls are!' w orking 
with : Miss' Hayes, arid she, with; Mrs. 
Garwood, wife of the Dean of the • Ag­
ricu ltu ra l College",'' áre m aintaining a 
weekly club for the girls, »which pro­
vides social life and instruction. 
Eventually, special quarters will be 
provided in the new buildings for th is  
growing industrial department.

Largely through the Efforts of the 
Junior Auxiliary, there are now 15 
subscribers to  THE WITNESS in San 
Juan, and all \ readers of it  welcome 
a.nd enjoy it.': . '•: ■.

Not many Sunday school classes; 
having the story of the ten lepers 
could have the lesson brought home 
to them ' as did the children in S t. 
John’s Sunday school in ' San Juan. 
After the lesson the children w ere 
taken up the hill overlooking the  bay 
tmar El Morro, where they could 
p lain ly  see the little island where th e  
lepers Of Porto Rico are, isolated fo r  
the rest of their lives. Then, too, it 
was an easy -step to suggest th a t their 
offerings of one Sunday a month since 
September be given to the .lepers, 
through the Rev. Mr. W alter, who* 
visits them  twice a month, conducts 
services, cheers them up, and rare ly  
gees | w ithout gifts for them, which 
his friends in San Juan and the;
• States provide, or the visitors whom 
die frequently takes with him. Two- 
children have lately been added to the# 
colony, sd there are threte children 
among about th irty  adults. They have; 
nothing in this world to hope for, blit 
they do not appear unhappy, nor do- 
they suffer pain.

The children of St. John’s School, 
known as thè Bishop’s School, havo 
been active in T hrift Stamp invest­
ments. Mr. H enry Dooley, a promi­
nent Churchman and San Juan  citi­
zen, started  them on their campaign,- 
with a patriotic ta lk  and a gift to» 
each child of a Thrift Card and one^ 
stamp in each. On April 19 the to ta l 
investm ents were summed up, 
am ounting in all to  $306.73, not in­
cluding the first stomp. E nthusiasm  
still reigns, and the good work goes one
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EDITORIAL

The Unity of the Spirit
This Church is tremendously interested in the question of church 

unity because church unity is an integral part of our faith. ¥ e  believe 
in the oneness of the Church, just as we believe in the oneness of the 
family and of the nation.

It is a part of our constitution. But the need of attaining the 
unity of the Church is exceeded only by the difficulties that confront 
us in realizing that desire.

Arid the ̂ difficulties between ourselves and the Protestant bodies 
are not merely the superficial matters of taste, and vested interests 
that keep us apart; but they are fundamental differences as to what' 
the Church is and how far we have a right to go without being dis­
loyal to that which we believe is an essential part of the faith once 
for all delivered to the saints.

To our minds the Church itself is a" reality, the Body, of Christ, 
Which He purchased with His-blood, which is the communion of the 
saints and which He will one day present to the Father, a glorious 
Church, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing.

¥ e  can no more be false to .the fundamental integrity of the 
.Church as a solidarity than we can be false to the unity of our family 
or of the nation. g

This conception of the Church is basic to the whole fabric of the 
Christian religion as it has been handed down to us and as we have 
received it.

"We really do believe in the Holy Catholic Church, as one of the 
essential realities of" our religion. „

In  order to explain clearly this fundamental difficulty, let me 
point out first the real difference, between Churchman and Puritan, 
not in the superficial differences of conduct but in the basic differ­
ences of belief. ¡§§1 •. ;

In order to do this we must define certain things.
• What is the difference between law and grace? It is the differ­

ence between a reform school, and a family. The reform school will 
show less external disorder than the family, but a very ordinary family 
is a better home for a child than a most exemplary reform school.

This is true because the relation of parent and child is very dif­
ferent from that between the warden and the inmates of a reform 
school.

In tfye first place the child is of the .same flesh and blood as the 
parent. He owes his life to the parents and is in a very real serise of 
one body with them.

In the second place love is a stronger elefinent in moulding’the 
child than is example, and it operates not in an external uniformity 
of respectability but rather in an internal encouragement of indi­
viduality. In the one case you produce a uniform standard of excel­
lence among the tru stiesin  the other each child developes in his own 
way and adds his own note to the family harmony.

It is true that some families seem -more like a jass-b.and thari an 
orchestra, but better :a jass-band than the endless.'repetition of one 
note on an instrument. That is maddening.

It is the old difference between law and grace. “ The law came 
by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus .Christ.”

The Old Testament endeavored to lay down a set of rules and 
make Everybody live up to them.

St. Paul, who had been a zealous disciple -of this living under 
rules, saw this .when he became a. Christian, and says, “ Mv brethren 
yg are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should 
be married to another, 'even to-Him that is raised from the dead, that- 
we should bring forth fruit unto God. For when we were in the flesh, 
the motions of sins, which were by the law, djd work in our members 
to -bring forth fruit unto death. But" now  w e are delivered  from  the 
law , 'that being dead wherein we were held ; that we should serve in 
newness of spirit, and not in*the oldness of the letter.”

That is, St. Paul had been held in prison; he had now emerged 
into the glorious unity of the children of God.

It was- just this liberty which Puritanism wOuH not allow. It is 
just this liberty which the fussy public conscience of a vencerOd 
Judaism will not permit today.

In order to attain a dull uniformity of respectability, that has 
very few marks of red-blooded humanity, we propose to legislate 
everybody into this dull prison-like heaven. * %

It was this human element that made the Samaritan (who wor­
shipped he knew not what) a more likely son of God than a' Jew 

who kept all the commandments rigorously
It is this same lack of red corpuscles which so often makes the 

most exemplary deacon a far poorer corripanion bn a camping trip 
than some sinful rascal, who is still human. No degree of cold blooded 
piety can be acceptable to Christ, if it passes by on the other side of 
human need.

It is just here where the family circle is superior to the reform 
school. It does not ktamp out the human side of life in order to pro­
duce a wooden uniformity. It is the development of life, not the 
suppression of individuality. :

Laughter, cheerful sacrifice, companionable endurance of hard- | 
ships are at home in the family, but not in conventional convents, 
whether those of society or of religion. You may suppress family life 
in the interest of unif ormity, but if you do, you will produce a replica 
of humanity as tiresome as a picket fence.- . - i

If you want to find winsomeness, the picturesque;, human sympathy,! 
forgiveness of faults, don’t go to a reform school, à puritan meeting] 
house or a function of society. They are not there. 'They have been! 
squelched. The‘Christian religion rejoices in another ideal, ‘ § There 
are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. _ M  1

Now there are three great, festivals in the Christian year. Christ- j 
mas, Easter and Whitsun-day. The Puritan would have none of them. ■ 
The world has adopted Christmas. The great bodies of Protestant 
Christians have found a joy in Eastertide, and are also seeing the • 
sweetness of Holy Week. But the historic churches alone observe 
"Whitsun-tide,. Nor is this a mere .accident. I t is because the message 
of Pentecost means nothing to any but the 120 faithful ones, who re-, 
fused' to give up our Lord because they were unable to understand i 
H i m . . ' " ■ .

To these waiting ones the day of Pentecost was. the greatest festi­
val of them all, for it crowned all their faith and expectation. No one 
could observe "Whitsun-day unless he believed and understood_ the 
mission of the Holy Ghost and so rejoiced in the unity of the Spirit.

There are three distinct phases of God’s dealing with us.
In the Old Testament, it is Grid over His people, leading them, 

providing for them; setting forth the laws of moral action. But the 
law brought no one to righteousness. There was not one that was 
.righteous. r It produced the legal righteousness of the Scribes- arid 
Pharisees, of which our Lord said that “ Except your righteousness 
exceed that of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no ease enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven.”
, ' Then came the second stage of God’s revelation. “ The word was
made flesh ând dwelt among us.” The word Emmanuel means, in the 
Hebrew, God with us.

The éonipahionship of Jesus Christ was far-better than the ob­
servances of laws, but it failed to strengthen St. Peter. After three 
years of such companionship, Peter denied our Lord with a curse. 
So {hat Christ Himself told the Apostles that it was a “ good thirig 
for them that He was going away, for if He-went not away, the Com­
forter would not come unto them, but if He went away He would send-
Him unto them.” ' •

And so God reveals Himself, not to the world but to His Church 
on Pentecost, no longer as God over us, as in the Old Testament; nor 
as God with us,* as in the Gospels ; but as God in us,' so that our bodies 
are. the temples of Grid’s Holy Spirit, and He dwells in us and we m 
Him. _ -

:j|jis for this culmination of God’s revelation that Whitsun-day 
stands. But no one will observe Whitsun-day'excepting those who 
'believe in thé Church, not as a society of human convenience nor as a 
community of common opinions, bufi those who believe in the Church 
as that Divine family which Christ founded and which He endowed 
with His Holy Spirit, and to which we are privileged to join m the 
Sacraments of the Chur eh. How can we unite the Church with its 
legacy of sacramental grace to organizations which do not believe m 
the divine origin of the Church and the life-giving power of her 
sacraments? It is not that we are unwilling to join, it is'that we are 
unable without destroying one or the other. I may add one apple to 
one pear and make two things, but they remain one apple and one 
pear still.- w 1$, y 1 -

: There are two separate things : >
1. The Church is divine m its origin and-therefore compelling 

in its authority; or the Church is a human convenience and therefore 
of no authority.

2. The Sacraments are channels of grace or they, are mere 
memorials.

8. The ministry is endowed with the Holy Spirit by the laying on 
of hands, or it is merely a matter of inward conviction.

4. Church membership is being grafted into the Body of Christ, 
or it is a temporary adhesion‘to a , code of opinions.

5; The Church has an altar upon which the Eucharistic sacrifice 
is offered, or an altar is an abomination of the Lord.

It is easy to choose between these two courses. It is difficult to 
reconcile them under any known form of Christian unity.

Impressive Patriotic 
Service in Gary, Ind.

An unusual and beautiful service 
was field in C hrist Church, Gary, Ind., 
on the afternoon of Sunday, April 28, 
ope which made a  g reat im pression 
upon thè large congregation present. 
I t  was a service of intercession for 

: the nation, the musical portions of the 
service being rendered by the com­
bined choirs of Christ Church and Em­
erson School, and the address given 
by the pastor of the Methodist Church 
in Gary. Churchm en, Jews, Roman1 
Catholics and members of every de­

nom ination  made up the congrega­
tion, which crowded the church. Over 
a  hundred people stood in the rea r of 
the church and in the vestibule dur­
ing* the entire service, and large num ­
bers were unable to get in a t all.

Emerson School chorus recently 
won the Lake county contest, and its 
work has been declared rem arkable by 
able musical critics. I t  .is under the 
direction of Prof.' M. E. Snyder of the 
music departm ent of the school. Christ 
Church choir has also won praise for 
its excellent work under the direction 
of Mr. Thomas Wiebbef. The two 
choirs combined did splendidly in the 
service. »

The processional was “America the 
'Beautiful”, recently w ritten to  the 
tune of “O Mother, Dear Jerusalem  ”, 
and the. offer tor ium was N orth’s 
“Song of the M archers”, the words

being sung to the tune of “The B at­
tle  Hymn of the Republic”.- Other mu­
sical num bers were “The Singers”, by 
G aul; “Oh, Captain, My Captain”, by 
Kelly, and “Remember Thou Thy 
C reator”, by Adams.

Rev. W. G. Seaman, pastor of the 
Methodist. Church, made the address 
on “The Way to the  CroSs”. He said 
in closing: “America has failed as yet 
to win the war spiritually, ‘ as France 
has done and as England is doing. We 
have failed to eatch the .spirit of sac­
rifice as these nations have done, but 
I feel, and I know th a t m any others 
feel, th a t we shall accept the way of 
sacrifice, take up the : cross and fol­
low on to victory.” |

A special Litany was f read by 
Rev. W ilbur Dean Elliott, Rector of 
the Church, and the prayers of the 
large congregation ' w ere offered for 
the wounded, the sick and dying, for 
victory, if it r/fie God’s will, for the en­
lightenm ent of the enemy, and for 
the streng then ing . of those who gov­
erned the nation.

The Cross Will 
Lead the Allied * 

Flags to Victory
“The opportunity before the Chris­

tian Churches in this country is al­
most. startlingly  plain,” says Dean 
Rousm aniere in a message to his 
parishioners of* th e  Cathedral Church 
of St. Paul, Boston. The allies are

rapidly subordinating their individual 
policies to the necessity of defeating 
the  teutonic '-pow ers. There is now a  
generalissim o on-the front, a b rillian t • 
French general, j  All the armies are 
one arm y under, his direction. We can 
no longer speak of the fron t as B rit­
ish. F rench or Italian. From  the Adri­
atic to the  Channel runs the  fron t of 
the free nations, united as 9ne na­
tion. This is the g rea test event of the 
year in  the war. To recognize this and 
to in te rp re t i t  is the duty of the 
Church today. We are called as Chris­
tians not simply to exhort our men 
to fight for their country, or their pa­
rents to give their sons willingly in 
the country’s defense. We m ust m ake 
plain the unity of the nations in a 
sp iritual purpose. We m ust rally  our 
people to toil and give and sacrifice 
for the end for which all free peoples 
are struggling. We m ust le t our allies 
speak from  our pulpits of their own 
in terpretation  of the common purpose 
and the ir own contribution to the vic­
tory th a t m ust com'e.

“We m ust remember in our public 
prayers the  soldiers of the nations 
with whom we are allied, as  well as 
our own men, the sorrow  of those a t 
home in our sister nations as in  our 
own land. If the Church w ill take this 
God-given opportunity to m ake evi­
dent the common purpose, to weld 
the nations 'in to  a  sp iritual unity be­
hind and beneath the unity of m ilitary 
command, they will hasten  the com­
ing of a  better world, not only after 
the war, bu t even now in the m idst 
of war. The order of our ecclesiastical 
processions will then be a true  sym­
bol. The Cross will lead the allied 
flags to the victory of righteousness.”

A little  boy saw his father using a 
spirit-level to see if the board he was 
planing was “tru e” and straight. .

“W hat’s the  use of being so care­
ful, papa, he asked. “I t ’s p retty  good,
I  guess. Looks so.”

“Guessing won’t  do in  carpenter 
w ork!” said his father, “sighting” 
along the edge of the board, and shav­
ing it ju s t the least b it in  the world. 
“You have to be ju s t right. Folks 
guess a t too many things. God 
doesen’t  like th a t way of living.”

“Guess th e re  aren ’t  any spirit-levels 
for living by!” laughed the little  boy, 
watching him.

“Yes, there a re !” said his father 
earnestly. “You find them in the  
Bible. T ry all your actions by that. 
Make ’em tru e  and stra igh t and no 
guess work about ’em !”—Selected.

W anted—P arish  or Mission in, South 
by a  m arried priest, recommended by 1 
Bishop and two Vestries. Thomas 
Dyke, 520 Vance Ave., Mem’phis, Tenn.
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Page Six THE W I T N E S S

LECTURES UN RELIGION IN WAR-TIME
A Series of Papers by the lit . Rev. P. M. Rhine­

lander, D. D., Bishop o f Pennsylvania

• |  : W AR’ IN  HEAVEN

A pplication: W hile there  is evil in  the world, th ree things are  true  of 
w ar:

1. I t  is the Only way to good, fo r every m an and for a ll men. /
2. If  the good fought for is common, and no t m erely a  private good,

then the opposing evil m ust be m et on its own chosen ground and 
beaten down.

3. As .■God’s good W ill is always a t w ar w ith evil, so God’s good Spirit
arm s and supports ¡His w arrio rs in  welfare, while they are true  
to the ir allegiance.

XV.
Application: while there, is evil in the 

world, th ree things are tru e  of War. 
F irs t: W ar, in its^ s tric t sense, is 
th e  only way to good, for every man 
and for, all men.

' So far, so good. We have finished 
our prelim inary work. We have our 
definition. W ar is only and always 
a  sp iritual thing, however much it may 
employ m aterial instrum ents. I t  is a 
conflict between wills; each struggling 
to the very lim it of i t s . power to over­
come its J enemy. Now to our real 
work, namely, to apply w hat we have 
learned to the present situation; to 
find our way to the m eaning of this 
War. now th a t we haVe grasped more 
clearly  the meaning of all war.

We shall find our way ra th e r clearly 
m arked along three lines of thought, 
which I  may put as follows:

F irs t:  while there is evil in the 
world, there m ust be war. For w ar is 
is the only way to good for any man 
and for all men. The will to good must 
u tte rly  trium ph over the w ill of evil 
of there is no hope for it. Good, like 
evil, which is its opposite, is only in 
the  will. And good finds evil directly 
in its  w ay : resolute, m alignant,
stopping a t nothing. A good will is 
one th a t overcomes the evil' ju s t as an 
evil, w ill is one th a t overcomes the 
good. Conflict is the very essence of 
the situation. , I t  is the very condition 
of our sp iritual life. Our freedom is 
not given us to s ta rt with. F ar from it, 
Our mitids a re  not given to us a t birth  
furnished w ith knowledge. ' Our wills 
are not given us already victors and 
a t liberty. All we have to s ta rt w ith 
is a liberty- of choice; we have a 
chance to declare w ar on evil and to 
fight it through un til we win our free­
dom; we have a chance to yield su­
pinely, to surrender a t discretion. And 
the conflict is desperate and deter­
mined w arfare. I t  is no sport for idle 
hours. I t  is a battle to, the  death, tha t 
is, battle until death. I t  demands the 
sacrifice, if need be, of all m aterial 
w elfare and prosperity, even of bodilv 
life itself.
- Our Lord is very graphic and in sist­
ent on this point. He lays down an 
austere but em inently reasonable rule 
for wills fighting fo r the good.- “If thy 
foot cause thee to stumble, cut it off 
and cast it from thee; it is better for 
thee to enter halt into life, than hav- 

Hglf two feet to be cast into hell. If 
thine eye cause thee to stumble, pluck 
i t  o u t; it is better for thee to enter 
into the Kingdom of God w ith one eye, 
than  having two eyes to cast into 
•feI1” You may say th is is p icture- 
language, not to be taken literally. 
But the point is clear enough and ab­
solutely reasonable. If  a good will is 
th e  great prize, the only prize w orth 
winning , no sacrifice is too g rea t to 
m ake, the w ill good. A n d 'th e  whole 
instinctive conscience of the rgee wel­
comes and echoes to this teaching.

Tis m an s perdiction to be safe if 
fo r the tru th  he ought to die.” Which 

.famous saying is, afte r all only a weak 
and halting version of our Lord’s own 
searching question: “W hat shall it 
profit a man if he gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul?” ;

. Wel1- then> there is nothing wrong 
fn our own dear boys giving their lives 

y hundreds and thousands in a ..¡good 
cause. There is nothing wrong in the 
to rn  and bleeding bodies of the mar-
m m  Thef e 1  nothing in it to shake 
our faith  in God. How blind we are 
to think so ! W hat better proof could 
possibly be given I tha t the spirit is 
stili m aster of the  flesh? tha t the will 
to good, created and sustained by God 
is strong among us, even in the midst 
of our softness and m aterialism ? Mil­
lions of the fairest and finest of our 
young m en ; yes, and caught up among 
them, many who heretofore had given 
no sign of spiritual faith  or heroism, 
have the' will to give up life itself if 
only evil may be laid low.
| |  Mark you, I fully adm it th a t this 
is an ideal picture. I am not forget­
ting the dreadful “back-wash” of the

W ar. Among the fighting ranks there 
a re  doubtless very many who are 
moved by no high faith, o r generous 
devption; very many selfish, lustful, 
b ru ta l and brutalizing spirits. They 
may be fighting ‘in  a good cause, but 
they are really  servants and agents 
of the devil. There is undoubtedly a 
real poison a t work here and it does 
grievous harm. I t  is the deepest trag ­
edy of war. But note this carefu lly : 
the horror of it is not in w arfa re ; 1 it 
is in the fac t th a t these men are not 
w orthy of the ir w arfare. They are rea l­
ly tra ito rs  to their-cause. W ere they, 
w ith all the others, tru e  w arrio rs for 
good, there  would be no sp iritual tra g ­
edy. All would be Knights of God, 
Crusaders of the Cross, no t/counting 
the ir lives dear if by their deaths they 
may be proved m en of good will. T hat 
first then : while there is evil jn  the 
world, there m ust be w ar; for w ar is 
the only \yay -to good for any m an and 
for all men.

V
Secondly: If the good fought for is a 

common, and not merely a  private 
good, then the opposing evil m ust 
be met on its* own chosen ground 
and beaten down.
Next comes the point a t which per­

haps there is m ost confusion in our 
thought. “Spiritual welfare,” men say 
ms obviously righ t and m artyrdom  
/must not be shunned. But killing 
ipeople:* blowing them  to atoms w ith 
g rea t g u n s! Even if they are enemies 
to good; even if the ir victory means 
evil trium phant in the world; even so, 
how can it be right, how can it be 
Christian to take the ir lives deliber­
ately? How ‘ can goodness be really 
secured by the shambles of a battle­
field?” Well, let us see. Let us first 
and quite honestly recall those great 
(Words of C hrist about loving enemies, 
and suffering ' patiently in jury  and 
wrong, and blessing them  .that curse. 

fThese commands of His are  absolutely 
binding upon us.. .T here  can be no 
doubt of that. H e never spoke in haste. 
He never ought to  speak in vain. But 
is it not quite clear th a t w hatever else' 

/H e  means, He does not and He can­
not m ean tha t we should compromise 
w ith evil, or subm it our wills to it, 
or identify ourselves w ith it? How- 
'ever strange these counsels seem, they 
\are still counsels of w arfare; of op­
position; of hostility to evil. Evil is 
to be beaten down and here a re -th e  
weapons which H e recommends. T hat 

iisl the  point. But, do you say, is it 
ho t absurd to call such things Avea- 
pons of w arfare? Can meekness and 
forgiveness ever win a fight? ,Yes in­
deed, they can on one condition, nam e­
ly, th a t I  am fighting single-handed 
against evil in its attacks on me and 
on my soul. In this case these are the 
only weapons which I dare use, the on­
ly weapons which will surely  accom- 
plish m y good-will. Railed at, not to 
answ er back; m isrepresented, not to 

'com plain; spitted on, not to  cry out; 
\crucified. not to blasphem e; in jured . 
.yet still ready to do good; neglected 
and forgotten, yet always ¡eager to 
serve arid ‘bless: w hat is th a t but to 
show a perfect m astery, a complete 
victory? F or the attack of evil is on 
my sp iritual in tegrity : on any ability 
to hold fast to God and good. Waves 
beating vainly on a rock: fire trying 
gold and making it more pure: those 
will serve as illustrations. No evil can 
en ter into me and harm  me. unless I 
myself give way. So we come to un ­
derstand the true strategy and tactics 
of a perfectly victorious battle against 
evil, as it strikes a t and th reatens our 
own spiritual life. “By your endur­
ance ye shall win your souls.”

But th a t is not all the story of our 
w arfare against evil. We are not only 
or m erely individuals, each w ith a soul 
to save and a. holy stronghold of the 
sp irit to defend. We are m em bers; we 
are social; we are bound each to each 
by infinitely strong-and sacred bonds. 
Indeed, the social bond is prim ary. We 
m ust be members even before we can 
be individuals. We are born into a 
fam ily before we have names. And this 
fundam ental note of social life runs

through all God’s dealings w ith us.* If 
H isfgift of natu ra l b irth  comes through 
the n a tu ra l family, so does His gift of 
the new sp iritual b irth  come through 
H is own sp iritual family on earth  : the 
Church, which is C hrist’s Body.

And, like the family, the S tate or 
Nation is God’s ordinance. I t  is a sa­
cred thing. I t  ri God’s W ill th a t we 
should safeguard and defend it and 
keep it  a t a ll costs and hazards true  
to His laws and purposes.

H ere is quite a different situation 
which brings w ith it new and yet nec­
essary obligations. If evil qttacks my 
family, m y nation, I  am vitally  con­
cerned. To be unmoved, to hold aloof, 
not to give my own life in actual help, 
would be as grievous sin on my p art as 
to  let evil into my own soul by yield­
ing to it. W hile I have no one but 
myself to th ink  of, I m ust bare my: 
breast and le t evil do its worst, show­
ing it th a t it  can do nothiiiig. But with 
Society, sacred institutions, C hristian 
.civilization depending upon me, I m ust 
ru sh  instantly  to aim s.

And w hat shall those arm s be? Why, 
th a t depends upon the enemy. T hat 
is in his harids. W hatever he may 
choose, however he may attack, I m ust 
be prepared to meet him. If a thief 
breaks into my house, I bring the force 
of the  law against him, not -to save my 
gold or silver, but to vindicate thé so­
cial order: to m ake society safe 
against robbers. If a m urderer, bent 
upon killing, comes my way, I may 
shoot him down, not because there is 
anger or hatred  in my heart; riot be­
cause I am myself a m urderer ; but be­
cause I am set to save society from 
m urderers, to save the m urderers 
themselves from doing murder.
/ And so, on the largest scale im agin­

able; on the scale of this present War. 
Given a deliberate and unprovoked a t­
tack of. evil (not th a t provocation ever 
condones sin, but it  does include the 
provoker in the guilt of sin) given a 
definitely evil force set in array  
against a definitely good one: given 
the vital in terests of society involved; 
if evil leads on to battle, good m ust 
take the field against it, in the nam e 
of God and Christ. And good can do 
it in the name of God and C hrist 
because good in doing it can keep 
evil wholly from  its own good will. 
I t  fights, it kills, not for love of MT& 
ing: it hâtés them  both; it bears no 
m alice; it has room for infinite pity, 
and compassion even for the enemies 
it  slays. But deeper and stronger 
and m ore God-like than its shrinking, 
from bloodshed and its hate, of killing, 
is its unalterable, inflexible w ill to de­
fend to the xittermost w hat has been 
in trusted  to it of the common good.

One word about reprisals. The sit­
uation is confused, I think, by the 
word generally used. “R eprisal” seems 
to m ean revenge, and revenge is a l­
ways and absolutely wrong. Revenge 
means adding sin to sin. I t  means 
yielding to and not conquering the 
enemy. On the other hand, infamous 
methods of w arfare -are to be judged 
not only by the ir infamy, but also by 

Their effectiveness. If German atroc­
i t ie s  are  not only wild outbursts of 
cruelty  and .lust, but are really  dan- ; 
gerous weapons of offence, th rea ten ­
ing disaster to our good cause which 
would otherw ise be safe, then they, 
m ust be met and baffled. And in m eet­
ing and baffling them in this sp irit 
and for this end, we may still be keep­
ing ourselves wholly clear from evil: 
We may still be fighting only for good, 
i ourienem ies’ good as well as our own. 
This, then, is the common guide for 
pur thought: to war for good in a com­
mon, not a private cause; one m ust 

■ meet evil on its chosen ground and 
'beat it  down.

} ” A
Thirdly: as God’s good Will is con­

s ta n t ly  a t AVar w ith evil,, so God’s 
. 'good Spirit arm s and supports His

w arriors in W arfare if they are true 
. to their allegiance.

.> I t  is a  very lam entable thing th a t in 
these days we talk  and ta lk  freely 
about the Will of God, without having 
the shadow of an idea of its true mean-* 
ing. W ill.'o f course, is personal: it is 
/the very essence of personality; it is 
the very opposite and contradiction of 
blind force moving mechanically in a 
fixed orbit-; to an incalculable goal. To 
ascribe will to God m eans th a t there 
is  no iron fate a t all : th a t power which 
moves j and rules the w orld  and all 
things in it is the force of a  free will. 
“My F ather w orketh hitherto  and 1 

' work.” There is C hrist’s sum m ary of 
the process of creation in its begin­
ning and continuance. That is the 
very alphabet of faith  in God. But We 
have lost our grasp on it. Take tha t 
g reat prayer of our Lord’s: the g rea t­
est of all the petitions in His Prayer 
of P rayers : “Thy W ill be done.” The 
sound of the words, as we pronounce 
them, is in our ears a note of fatalism . 
The prayer seems a prayer simply of

R O U N D  A B O U T  T H E  P A R I S H
A Series of Articles, by

GEORGE P. ATWATER
Sector, Church of Our Saviour, Akron, Ohio

ARE “DIVINES” HUMAN %

The old-fashioned and pompous ti­
tle of “divine”, when applied to a 
m in ister or a  priest, is bu t an  evi­
dence of a  ce rta in ’ estrangem ent' and 
lack of understanding between the 
clergy and laity. This m isunderstand­
ing has led to conclusions which are 
as absurd as they are harm ful. In, a 
day when politicians, or rather, of 
course, statesm en, are no longer pic­
tu resque’ dignitaries, u tte ring  sonor­
ous platitudes, but keen and effect­
ive men, with the capacity for get­
tin g  things done; when young phy­
sicians a re  no longer compelled to 
w ear beards to add “the weighty 
years” to ' their countenance; when 
the law yer is no longer the reserved 
and mystic counsellor, bu t the astu te 
and skillful pleader, keeping close 
to the people—in such a  day the 
world of men has removed the m in­
istry  and w hat the m inistry  rep re­
sents one step fu rther from them ­
selves, and have thereby stamped 
him with ineffectiveness.

The m inisters often indulge in a 
sly laugh a t their critics. M inister» 
are hum an enough to have their weak­
nesses, but r th ey  have not all the 
weaknesses attributed  to them. They 
may not be /very good'business men, 
in flie narrow  sense of th a t word. Few 
men are, even those engaged in busi­
ness, for the ordinary business- man 
gets about as little for his effort and 
his money as any class on earth. Of 
course, my readers are all extraordi- 
nary business men, and they are ge t­
ting full value for all the ir efforts. 
But, even as business men, m inisters 
are not so bad. They often manage 
to build a church and to provide an 
income*, for it from a community tha t 
can scarcely provide a liv ing for a 
grocer w ith four children.

M inisters may be called “diyines”, 
and set ap a rt' on th a t account, but 
when it comes to getting^ a pretty  
good re tu rn  on their efforts jo  live, 
they show some hum an common sense. 
They are  niot, as a  rule, addicted to 
a lo t of habits tha t may cheer life 
for a moment, bu t in the end exacts

their toll of woe and irieffieiency. The 
insurance companies w ill te ll you 
that ministers.' have learned the 
“knack of living”. Not because they 
are different from other men in the 
stuff of which life is made, but ¡be­
cause of some developed strength  
against, the habits th a t destroy.

M ipisters succeed in tasks in 
which the world would fail. Take 
Sunday schools, for example. They 
are often compared w ith public 
schools, to the disadvantage of the 
Sunday school. But note the differ­
ence. Suppose the pqblic schools were 
equipped with voluntary teachers, and 
th a t there was no “truâncy law’’, and 
•children m ight go or not as they 
pleased, subject only to paren tal dis­
cipliné! Our public schools would be 
chaos. But in spite of more or less 
irregu lar teachers and somewhat in ­
different. or indulgent parents, there 
are many Sunday schools in our land  
tha t are a credit to those who conduct 
them. • '

Our “divines”, too, show many hu­
man qualities in their epicurean taste  
for the good things ■ of this/ world.. 
They w ant the very best as a rule, 
not the inferior things. I do not mean 
in such imitation excellencies as food 
arid raim ent. Any one with a little  

.money . can have such sasisfactions. 
Complacency , over such things, as if 
they denoted superior intelligence/ or 
station, or taste for life’s good things, 
is rather a cheap way of seeking dis­
tinction, Any - assum ption of superi­
ority because one has the legal righ t 
to buy th ings,/as if such a privilege 
conferred some „unusual degree of 
control over the affairs of other 
m ortals, or m ust exact some adm ira­
tion, reminds me of the rem ark  of the  
only m illionaire of a  sm all town to a 
group of awed friends: “This is ce r­
tainly beautiful w eather, if I di) say 
it. m yself.” '

Our “divines” have learned the se­
cret of being m ore humari, not less 
so. For the exalted hum an side of our 
nature- is the p a rt of it which is en­
gaged with everything th a t is pure, 
everything th a t is lovely, everything 
tha t is of good report.

resignation, of passive submission to 
a fixed, a rb itra ry  and .mechanical de­
cree. But in reality  the petition is a 
war cry with which the Christian arm y 
takes the field.' The Will of God is 
not done. T hat is the whole trouble. 
I t  is God’s own children who rire no t 
doing it. By His own free W ill He 
gave them  will and, w ith the gift, the 
freedom to use it freely. And they 
have used their will for evil and 
against God and good. Hence all the 
m isery and sin and bitter suffering 
and sorrow : hence all the w ars and 
crim es: hence the very necessity of 
conflict. To set this righ t: to crush 
rout all rebellion : to bring first my own 
will into complete obedience, and by 
my own obedience to set forw ard the 
doing of God’s Will by every one in 
all the world: th a t is the g reat p u r­
pose of th e , Christian, as of C hrist 
Himself: th a t is the m eaning pf the 
prayer which He ha^  taught us: “Thy 
will be done as in £Leaven so on 

/earth.’’
I tried to make this clear in my 

last lecture. I  tried to show tha t God, 
the All-Sovereign, for His own good 
^purposes, allows evil for a season, 
/none the less H e never for an instan t 
steps from His Throne or Declines a 
h a i r ’s-breadth from . H is pure rig h t­
eousness and perfect goodness. While 
He allows evil, He still circum vents 
and conquers it, m aking the very 
w rath  of man to tu rn  to His praise: 
beating down evil to the ground at the 
very moment th a t it  nails Him to. the 
Cross.

Verily, then, there is no War-God. 
We are in  no danger of believing it. 
We have seen the blasphemy arid folly 
of tha t creed. But God, the Lord of 
Hosts, is ceaselessly a t war. Tie is, in 
very tru th  a W arrior. He fights evil. 
He pours out the whole volume of 

H is  hatred on it. And His hatred of 
the evil is the precise counterpart, and 
m easure of His love for those who are 
its victims. /He lov.es the sinner while 
and as He hates the sinner’s s in .; He 
will not take from His children the 
possibility of sinning; for tha t would 
be to make them  no more children 
but m ere automata. But the whole 
resistless power of His Godhead is 
ready for the rescue of His children 
from  the evil if they will freely give 
Him en tran ce .: / ■ . ■ / ' / .

So. God is p resent and actively en­
gaged in. every battle for the good and 
against the evil. He is not a sepa-

rated, isolated Figure leading on His 
armies. Nor does He send His fire 
down from Heaven to consume the 
enemy. But He is present, really  pres­
ent, in the Person of His Holy Spirit 
in His soldiers’ hearts. By H is Spirit 
He arm s, upholds and re-enforces 
them  in their holy w arfare for the do­
ling of His Will. That, I think, is 
the meaning of St. John’s vision of 
the W ar in Heaven. True, we fight 
'Ion earth, but Heavenly power reaches 
down and touches and sustains us: 
ÍGod fights in us as we fight for Him.

As we fight for Him : of course, th a t 
is the crucial point. God in His 'love 
forgives us; but not anyhow, not ju s t 
because we ask Him ; but as we our­
selves forgive. Ju s t so ih w arfare, 
w hether it be our single combats 
against* evil in our own ^souls, dr the 
bloody „war in F rance and F landers 
for the vindication of social and po­
litical righteousness and tru th , God 
fights in us, as we fight for Him. The 
Germans volubly and confidently call 
upon their War-God. I t is his busi­

n e ss  to back up and see them through. 
They claim him as u tterly  committed 
to  therii and their cause. ; They fill 
the a ir w ith blasphemous assertions 
treacheries have -Divine sanction. But 
treacheries have divine sanction. But 
not so we, God helping us. As Lié-: 
coin said in our last war, our real 
anxiety is, ndt th a t God shall be on 
our side, but th a t we shall be on His.

And th a t js our chief responsibility. 
For if we falter in our task  , if we give 
place to base ideals, if wè shrink from 
necessary sacrifice, then  H e will h 
to leave us, because we shall have 
driven Him away. H e will work out 

/His own victory in His own timé, but 
we shall not be sharers in  it.

On the other hand, if we hold fast 
and are true  to dur allegiance ; spurn­
ing all ëvil in ourselves, while we are 
fighting it in’ others ; if we le t our high 
cause purify arid mould us tQ its own 
ends ; then neither fire nor smoke nor 
battlefields reeking w ith carnage, nor 
rivers; of pain and woe can separate 
us from Him/ Nay, more than that, 
thes very horrors, which are indeed 
the work of Satan, shall be changed 
and transm uted by God’s .touch and .in 
Hiè presence; caügîit up into the m a­
jesty of H eaven’s own w arfare; made 
p art of God’s own Personal campaign 
for the salvation of His children and 
the building of His Kingdom. •

(To be ’ continued)
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THE KINGDOM GROWING
CHURCH EXTENSION IN OUR DAY

■ 1

The Dominican Republic; which Oc­
cupies the eastern  half of thè island 
of Haiti, or Española, is  a t once the 
oldest se ttle m e n t, on the w estern 
hem isphere and, the newest mission 
field of our Church. Thé Rév. W illiam 
Wyllie has established Ms headquar­
te rs in Santo Domingo, whose cathe­
dral shelters the tomb of Christopher 
Columbus, and is holding regular 
services in F ort Ozama. The republic 
covers an area of nearly  20,000 square, 
miles, w ith an estim ated population 
of 700,000. So far as our Church is 
concerned, thè te rrito ry  is untouched, 
■although there are quite a num ber of 
our , own people a t the capital and in 
and around the sugar plaintations.

Good magazines are needed in St. 
M atthew’s Mission, Fairbanks, A las­
ka,, for distribution among the m iners 
and trappers in th a t p art of Alaska. 
The supply has fallen off, and it is 
desired during the coining sum m er to 
secure copies to have in . reserve for 
the- w inter. Also, if tfieré áre any in­
dividuals or Chftrch schools having 
juvenile books—especially books for 
boys and younger children—Which 
they cs^n spare, they would be put to 
excellent use by the children of St. 
M atthew’s. Books and magazines 
should be sent by mail, addressed to 
the Rev. H'. H. Lumpkins.

Will you not ask for a box and help 
toward this g rea t end?

as?

Have you read the Leaflet W. A. 25 
(4), issued by the Woman’s Auxiliary 
a t  the ' Church Missions House in New 
York, on Thé United. Offering” ? I t  
says : “Like many of the greates 
things,- the United Offering had a  very 
sm all beginning. A m issionary offer­

i n g  was taken a t the T rien n ia l,o f  
1889, am ounting to $2,188.64, and éver 
since, a t each Triennial, .such an of­
fering has* been made, until now the 
United Offering has grown to such 
proportions th a t it supports nearly  
tw o-thirds of the women w orkers sent 
by the Church to the m ission field. 
If you •could* accept the call of 
Christ; and- go to  spread the Gospel, 
w hat would, you do? You would pre­
pare yourself for whatever work you 
w ere to undertake, and would prob­
ably trp in  as a nurse, a  teacher or an 
evangelist. You have n o t . been able 
to do this, but somewhere some worm 
an is doing th a t work-ffdoing your 
work for yoü—and she is a United 
Offering worker. Now you see why we 
should feel the appeal of the little 
blue boxes as a personal one. I t repre­
sents our share, in the work. When 
we d ro p . money into it, we ; are help­
ing  to support some1 woman I who - is 
our substitute in the great arm y at 
the front th a t is fighting to win the 
world for Christ.

All these women are /working for 
the ir Master. They serve Him in the 
F ar W est and in our E astern  moun­
tains, and. in the , Southern mill dis­
tric ts, in the snows of Alaska, under 
the burning sun o f the. Philippines, in 
China, in Japan, and i n , Africa. To­
wards this support will go the volun­
ta ry  Offerings gathered during thé 
th ree years, from one Triennial to the 
next. If the love th a t inspirés thèse 
gifts should wax cold and the thou­
sands of blue boxes—or indeed any 
num ber of them—be neglected, what 
wpuld- happen? Work which should 
go trium phantly  forw ard m ight have 
to be curtailed; faithful women might 
be w ithdraw n from- the work, leaving 
the  sick and poor who look to them, 
for help and  guidance; souls would 
hunger for- the spoken word, and the 
absent teacher or the faithful nurse 
would be sadly missed.

We ape grateful th a t we can say 
th a t as yet this has never happened. 
The United Offering has steadily 
grown from year to year, and a t each 
T riennial, we. have realized with 
thankfulness th a t the, gift has- made 
possible a  very real advance in the 
Church’s work.

But though much has been accom­
plished!, we might do more. There are 
in the Church about 500,000 women 
communicants. If each one gave to 
the United Offering even as little  as 

‘’one penny a day, th a t would m ean a 
yearly  gift of $1,825,000, and for the 
th ree years $5,475,000. Think of w hat 
th a t would m ean to the m ission of 
the Chffrch! At the Triennial of 1916 
the United Offering was $353,619.76: 
T hat seem s-' like a  large sum, but 
would it not be wonderful if, by a 
rea lly  united effort, we could rdake 
an  offering in  which every woman in 
the Church would have a share!

H ere is a  cheery le tte r from the 
front:

“March 18—Still in the line and have 
been through the first gas attack. I t 
lasted from 6 p. m., March 16, to 6 
p. m., March 17, and was a heavy bom­
bardm ent of gas shells, small caliber. 
As far as is known here, our regi­
m ent suffered no casualties, although 
one or two m inor cases are rumored. 
I t Avas extrem ely annoying, because 
the gas guards w ere over-zealous and 
we were up half a  dozen tim es to get 
our m asks on. E arly  in the m orning 
I got up and took a  ration  party  out 
to the fron t line. I t  was a wonderful 
m orning and a g reat sunrise, all pink, 
red and gold. Returning, I could hear 
birds singing awaY in the fields, 
where no two feet of earth  remained 
unturned. During moments such as' 
these, when no firing is heard*, ,it is 
hafd to realize th a t there is a w ar.” 
, A few days la te r: >

“Out of the trenches! I t ’s a great 
feeling to know you are a veteran. 
The ones higher up have decreed th a t 
we should spend several days on a 
hike. The relief of the regim ent was 
made on a * drizzly, wet, jnight. The 
c la y ' slopes leading down into No 
Map’s Land were slippepy as ice. Un­
der the heavy load of full pack, over­
coat and an 88-pound tripod or gun, 
the men slid  into shell holes and 
slipped down steep grades in an  ex­
asperating  way. We reached our dug- 
outs ih the rea r about m idnight and 
were well enough ready for a good 
sleep. The next morning was likewise 
cloudy and rainy, which kep t „the 
boche planes a t home, hence he did 
not see the columns of soldiers go ­
ing along the roads—good targets for 
bombs. Wie hiked to a  ra il head and 
became sardines for the night in these 
toy freight cars for ‘40 homimes or 8 
efievaux’. The chevaux had occupied 
them previously*

“T he,n igh t was cold and we stayed 
awake alm ost all night. We detrained 
in good w eather about noon the next 
day and began a. hike of -23 kilometers, 
or about 15 miles. That was some 
stu n t to begin on, with the loads tffe 
men had to carry, and all the strenu­
ous tim es of the la s t few ■ days and 
nights. Also, it is some job to move 
a division of men and all the baggage 
they j carry  with the transporta tion  
available.

“We pulled info the nicest, cleanest 
little  village I have yet seen in 
France. Although it was 10 p. m„ the 
men trqdged in singing. They have 
an indomitable sp irit in this regiment. 
It was midnight before I got around 
to my billet, but when I was shown 
to a real bed, believe me, I wasted no 
time in crawling in. We spen t'the  nekt 
day in a. much-needed clean-up. The 
men (and myself were plastered with 
mud, uniform s torn  and ragged, leg- 
gins missing, shoes out. I t  was a 
bright, sunny day, and seemed like 
Sunday.

“We left the next day for the sec­
ond lap. The country we are now iff 
has seen neither the ravages of w ar 
nor the passage of other American 
troops. I t is rolling country, fu ll of 
brooks, old irees and quaint little  vil­
lages, which are more prosperous 
looking than any we have so far been 
through.

“We reached here aboui\noon, and 
after billeting, everybody turned out 
on one of two missions. The first thing 
v/hiqh tempted me was a pretty  little 
ice cold brook. .There we washed and 
bathed our feet; Some had the nerve 
for a plunge. We will have a real feed 
tonight. I t  does not. take an American 
battalion long to clean out a town of 
eggs, milk and meat. This American 
hegira will be long remembered, I 
believe. .%

“H ere we stay  over Palm  Sunday. It 
hardly  seem possible th a t Good Friday 
and E aster are  so near! I  have not 
¡been to  a service since Christm as ex­
cept for one Catholic m eeting behind ■ 
the lines th e  first Sunday* a t the front. 
There may be a chance tomorrow. Of 
course the mail has been tied up aw ait­
ing our -arrival a t a perm anent des­
tination.

“We commenced the secofid six 
months in F rance on the day we de­
trained for this hike. April first m arks 
the  : beginning of the * second six 
m onths for this regim ent in the zone 
or advance and means we have wofi 
a service strap. I, of course did not 
reach the zone qf advance until two 
weeks afte r the Regiment, so mine 
may come on my birthday. We should 
also be about due—at th a t tim e—for 
our first permission. This Regiment 
has surely had a fine record. We

Col. W atterson
on Christianity

■Some men have a policy iff w hat they 
say and they are  bound by the lim ita­
tion which they place upon them 
selves. O thers have a vision and pro 
ecy, and their perspective extends 
w ith the ever widening horizon. To 
the la tte r  class belongs the editor of 
the Louisville Courier-Journal. In  the 
courage of h is convictions Mr. W atter­
son stands fo r the tru th  as he sees it; 
no narrow  policy, no partisanship, no 
self-in terest have power to curb or 
modify his outspoken, convictions. His 
fam e is not based on popularity  which 
ca ters to party  or policy or class or 
sect. F ree  and independent he would 
ra th e r  be right, w here it ' hu rts  or 
Where it  helps, than  to be popular by 
catching the passing fancy of the 
ffrowd.

As a layman—though not a Church 
m an—Mr. W atterson has given us a 
m essage t  ohearten the C hristian world 
and bid us hold fast to the hand of 
God. This clarion call, not from the 
pulpit but out of the seething struggle 
of humanity, is not only tim ely; i t  is 
of inestim able value '* from one who 
knows the w orld of m en and fheir 
p resent need of the  only Saviour and 
Helper. This m essage should brace 
up the drooping fa ith  of those who lan ­
g u ish  through fear and misgiving. We 
cannot keep on if we do not keep up. 
God, and God only, is our hope and our 

\Defender. - . ■ •
, The above is an introduction by 

Bishop Woodcock of Kentucky, to the 
following excerpt from an editorial by 
Col. W atterson in  the Louisville Cou­
rier-Journal, which has been published 
in  a trac t by the American Society of 
Church L iterature, the Rev. John S. 

Tuttell, D. D. secretary,, Keene, N. H.
Surely the fu ture looks black 

enough, yet it holds a hope, a single 
hope. Gnp, and„one power only, can 
a rre s t the descent and save us. T hat 
is the C hristian 'religion.

Democracy is but a side issue. The 
param oun t issue, underlying the is­
sue of democracy, is the  religion of 
C hrist and Him crucified; the bed­
rock of civilization; the source and re ­
source of all th a t is w orth having in 
the world th a t is, th a t gives promise 
in the world to com; not as an ab­
strac tion ; not as • a huddle of sects 
and factions; but as a m ighty force 
and principle of being. The Word 
of God. delivered by the gentle .Naz- 
arene upon the hillsides of Judea, 
sanctified" by the Cross of Calvary,' 
has survived every assult. I t  is now 
arrayed upon land and sea to meet the 
deadliest of all assaults, Satan turned 
loose for one last, final struggle.

The K aiser boldly threw  down the 
gage of battle— Infidel Germany 
against the believing world—K ultur 
Against Christianity — the Gospel of 
Hate against th e  Gospel of Love. Thus 
is he Satan personified-r—“Myself and 
God,” m erely his way of proclaiming 
it—-for his “God” is Beelzebub, the 
Angel of D estruction, his creed the 
devil’s, own, his aim and end a hell on 
earth. Never did Crusader lift battle- 
ax in  holier w ar against the Saracen 
than  is waged by our sqldiers of the 
Cross against the German. The issues 
are  indeed identical.

If the world is to be saved from de­
struction—physical no less than sp irit­
ual destruction—it w ill be saved alone 
by the C hristian religion. T hat elim­
inated leaves the earth  to eternal war. 
For fifty years Germany has been or­
ganising and laboring to supplant it 
With K ultur, the genius of Infidelity. 
H er college professors have been ob­
sessed with it. H er universities have 
seethed w ith it. In acclaiming “My­
self and God,” the K aiser has put the 
Im perial seal upon it. When our 
arm ies have run it to its la ir—when 
they have chrusht it—nought will have 
been gained unless the glorious Ban­
ner of the Cross is hoisted—even as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
w ilderness—and the misled m asses of 
Germany are bade to gather about it 
and beneath it  as sadly they collect 
the debris of the ir ru in  for the recon­
struction of the Fatherland.

Let every American soldier swear 
today—* * * * —th a t he w ill link
him and his w ith the  Christ-child— 
the Light of Love—th a t suffered un­
der Pontius P ilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried, th a t descended into Hell, 
th a t the th ird  day rose from the dead 
and ascended into Heavenn, and sit- 
tith  on the righ t hand of Qod the F a th ­
er A lm ighty!

BROTHERHOOD WORK IN
THE TRAINING CAMPS

pjilled off one successful raid  out of 
one attem pt and repelled three, also 
w ent through a! heavy gas attack  with­
out a casualty w orth  mentioning.

“Two officers and several men have 
ffeveived croix de guerre and we have 
had  a long siege of it. Remembrances 
to everybody, I  can spread it around 
today—being in such high, sp irits.”

G. W. J.&fj

St. Andrew Men Reach Thousands of Soldiers 
Through Personal Contact of Leaders s

Extending its activities so a s  to 
place its representatives in every a r­
my and navy camp, the Brotherhood 
of • St. Andrew, an  Episcopal organi­
zation, lias undertaken for our forces 
a work iff which i t  has for years stood 
pre-em inent—personal religious en­
deavor. The strides th a t the work has 
made since the en try  of the United 
States into the w ar represents the 
growth of one of the m ost spiritual 
organizations in all the vast network 
of social endeavor carried on in the 
camps.

The work of the Brotherhood has 
been recognized as one of g reat im­
portance. A search for leaders is 
made by a Brotherhood secretary  
when he goes to the field. When a 
•suitable man is found, the principle ff;f; 
“prayer and service” is explained to 
him as the keynote of all Brotherhood 
work.

When these men are. found strong 
enough to carry  on the work, they are 
made “keym en”. I t is through these 
“keym en” th a t the work of the B roth­
er hood is Able to  grow, and the secre­
ta ry ’s efforts arq multiplied.

Keymen Reach Thousands
^Several' hundred active “keymen” 

are now at work. One “keym an”, it 
is said, has reached as many as 40,000 
soldiers. The records of the  B rother­
hood of St. Andrew show -that twenty 
secretaries have developed several 
hundred “keymen”. In  a  different way

from the wqrk of the Brotherhood 
secretary  and the Y. M. C. A. w orker, 
the influence ; of the “keym an” is fe lt 
wherever he goes. I t  is. usually  found 
th a t a firm foundation has been laid 
and th a t the “keym an” is able to hold 
his group of men together and en­
large it.

The aim of the Brotherhood of* St. 
Andrew is prim arily  to teach a  m an 
Christianity. In  its work in the  camps, 
denom inational lines are not recog­
nized. A large num ber of its w orkers 
are Churchmen, but many other relig­
ious bodies are represented. The 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew has re ­
ceived a hearty  welcome from the Y. 
M. C. A. Dr. John R. Mott and various 
Y. M. C.‘ A. secretaries have praised 
its work.

Church identification is urged by 
the Brotherhood. To men who have 
no Church connection, the B rother­
hood suggests baptism. I t  has brought 
about many baptism s and Confirma- 
tibns, and helps in . coinmunion serv­
ices w herever the clergy aré a t work. 
Various Church bodies have received 
additions through its work of unos­
tentatious personal evangelism.

The number of Brotherhood secre­
taries has been doubled in a very short 
time. By the extension of This work, 
now being planned a t the Philadelphia 
headquarters,; “keymen” pledged to 
clean speech,/.clean living and Chris­
tian devotion will /be placed w herever 
there are American troaps.—New 
York Sun.

Poems Worth
Preserving

Selected by Paster Suburbanas

THE ASCEHSIOIi OF OUR LORD

From  The Christ of Cynewulf, to  
English Epic of the E ighth Century. 
From  the translation  by Israe l Gol-

The Lord of Splendour, Helm of 
bliss revealed full many a sign to 
them  in mystic words, ere IHe ascend­
ed, only begotten Son, the Child with 
His own F ather eo-eterfial; then forty 
numbered days had run  the ir course, 
'since Ho had risen  first from earth, 
from  death. 'Then had He fulfilled the 
prophets’ words, as they had sung be­
fore th roughout the world, yea, by His 
passion. His servants lauded Him, 
they praised all-lovingly the Source of 
life, the F ather of creation! W here­
fore in aftertim e He nobly recom­
pensed His comrades dear; and these 
words spake the  angels’ m ighty Lord, 
while hastening onward to His F a th ­
er’s rea lm :—’Rejoice ye in sp irit; 
n e’er will' I  tu rn  away, 'but I  w ill show 
my love toward you still, and g ran t 
you might, and will'- abide w ith you to 
all eternity, and through my grace 
ne’er shall ye know the w ant of sus­
tenance.

Go now o’er all the spacious" trac t 
of earth , o’er th.e wide ways, announce 
it unto men, preach and proclaim  the 
glorious belief, and baptize folk be- 
tween the firm am ent; tu rn  them  to 
heaven; sha tte r heathen idols, cast 
them down and > spurn them ; extin­
guish enniity, and sow ye peace w ithin 
the miuds of men, by v irtue of your 
gifts. I will abide w ith you in solace, 
find keep you aye in peace, w ith sure 
unfailing strength  in every place.’

Then suddenly a sound was heard

on high, loud in the a ir; a band of 
heavenly angèls, a beauteous host, the 
m essengers of glory, in  legion came ; 
our King departed, thence, e’en 
through the tem ple’s roof, where they 
fieheld, who were watching still the 
Dear One’s track, H is chosen thanes, 
there in th a t meeting place ; they saw 
the ir Lord, the Child divine, ascend 
from earth  onto the heights; sad were 
their souls; their sp irit’s grief burned 
hot w ithin their hearts, for now they 
m ight no longer see ’neath heaven 
One so beloved as ¡He. Then raised: a 
song the messengers celestial; prais­
ed they the Prince; they lauded life’s 
Creator ; joyed they in the light th a t , 
gleamed so brightly  from the Sav­
iour’s head; saw they angeis twain, 
resplendent, fair, shining in splendour 
’round th a t f irs t born .Child, the Glory 
of all Kings; they cried out from on 
high, in wondrous words, o’er all the 
hosts of men, w ith voices resonant :— 
“Why bide ye here, and stand about, 
yo Galilean men? Now surely do you 
see the Sovran true wending trium ph­
an t to the empyreal sphere. Thè chief 
of princes with Jhese engels-hosts, 
the Lord of all njankind,^ ascendeth 
hence unto Jlis native home, His • 
■fatherland. Fain would we o’er the 
vaulted roof of heaven conduct the 
Lord w ith all His company, this joy­
ous throng, unto the shining burgh. 
He whom ye gaze on. here so rapt, the 
be,st and noblest of the sons of victory, 
He whom ye see m solace shine so 
fair, w ill surely yet again with ample 
host revisit all the races of the earth, 
and then w ill he adjudge their every 
deed, th a t m ortals have achieved be­
n ea th  the skies.’

Then the Glory’s Guardian, the 
archangels’ King, the Helm of holy 
men, bew rapt in-clouds, high o’er the 
roofs; Joy was renewed and bliss iff 
heaven’s cities a t the Prince’s com­
ing; on His own F ath e r’s right-hand 
sa t he down trium phant, the eternal 
Source of good.

Easier to Die 
Than to Live

For One’s Country

Fannie R. Green, correspondent for 
Christ Church, Milbank, S. D., in the 
South Dakota Churchman, makes the. 
ollowing practical comment on the 

w ar: ,
“The w ar is on us in dead earnest 

now, and we are all doing our bit ■ to 
help along. I wonder how many of us 
realize w hat we inay be called to sac 
rifiee before the finish. \ I t  seems so 
much easier to us, who have to stay 
a t home, to go to the front, where 
bravery counts* and there is a th rill 
in driving the enemy out of the 
trenches; bu t when the final count i 
made, perhaps the pastor who stay, 
and keeps his little flock together, th 
doctor who, instead of going “ove 
the re” and learning su rg e ry . neve

dreamed of before, toils amffng his 
home patients steadfastly, the house- ■, 
wife who, instead of being a  nurse a t 
the front, plans her wheatless, sweet­
less meals, keeps the home brigh t and 
cheerful, le tting  her tears of loneli­
ness fall “where only God can see”, 
the fatm er plodding in the mud, plant­
ing seed to feed the nations, all of 
these w411 be found urtsung heroes 
and heroines, but useful all. I th ink  
sometimes it is easier to die for one’s 
country than  to live for it.
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Page Eight THE W I T N E S S

DIOCESAN CONVENTIONS
(Continued from page one)

DIOCESE OF WESTERN MASSA­
CHUSETTS

The Annual Convention of the Dio­
cese of W estern  M assachusetts was 
held April 23 and 24, a t  Pittsfield, in 
St. S tephen’s Church.

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Thomas F. Davies, 
Bishop of the Diocese, made his an ­
nual address a t the service on the 
first evening of the Convention, in 
which he paid a  tribu te  to ' a number 
of the laity  who had died since the 
m eeting of the la st Convention, and to 
the memory of the  la te  Archdeacon 
Sniff en, who was greatly  beloved 
throughout the diocese, and whose 
Work on T.HE WITNESS endeared 
him  to the mem bers of the editorial 
staff and its readers.

In  referring  to the closing of the 
churches, owing to th'e shortage of 
coal, the Bishop expressed the hope 
th a t the parishes and m issions would 
never again be asked to close. If the 
whole civilization should go down to 
destruction, and every dweling be de­
serted  and abandoned, “let the house 
of God,” said the Bishop, “stand open 
and in use so long as there are faith 
and reverence on th’e earth .”

At 1 the business , sessions, a  W ar 
Commission was elected to unite arid 
supervise the various w ar activities 
of the diocese in co-operation w ith 
the  General W ar Commission of the 
Am erican Church, The following are 
the members of the Diocesan Commis­
sion: Bishop Davies, the Rev. J. M. 
McGann, the Rev^ L. Griswold, Judge 
Estey and Mr. John P. .M errill. .The 
Bishop appointed the R'ev. E. R. Dane 
editor of The P asto ral Staff, the of­
ficial organ of the diocese. The fol­
lowing deputies to the Provincial 
Synod were elected: The Rev. Messrs. 
J. M. McGann, R. K. Smith, S. E. Kee­
ler, D. N. (Alexander. Lay deputies: 
Messrs. B. Crocker, C. B. Root, W.-E. 
Hoyt and J. W. Mawbey.

The next Convention w ill be held 
a t  W orcester, in All S ain ts’ Church.

MASSACHUSETTS

S. Marks, Emily Morgan, Vida D. 
Scudder and Mrs. F rancis Peabody 
Magoun. The am endm ent was lost by 
a decisive vote.

In  his report for the  Archdeaconry 
of Boston, Rev. Prescott- E varts said 
th a t a  serious conditiori faced some 
parishes because of the  change in 
the character of the population. A 
word of encouraging approval was 
given Church people for the way par­
ish w ork has been kept up, despite 
the heavy dem’Und ma'de upon them  by 
the war.

Reference was made to the  death 
of Charles G. Saunders, a member of 
the. Standing Committee, and in  the  
course of a m inute adopted this was 
said of him:

“His sound judgment, his clarity  of 
mind, his ripe learning in the canon 
law of the Church, attained through a 
life-long devotion to her interests, 
made him our guide and counsellor; his 
Christlike sim plicity of character won 
our love.”

The Convention re-elected all the 
officers, including Secretary Francis 
E. W ebster and T reasurer George J. 
P rescott, and also elected the follow­
ing:

Standing Committee —• The Revs. 
John McG. Foster, Charles E. Jackson, 
Frederick W. F itts  and A rthur W. 
Moulton ; Messrs. Joseph H. Beale, Jo­
seph Grafton Minot, Philip S. P arker 
and W illiam V. Kellen.

Members of the Diocesan Board of 
Missions—The Rev. Reginald Howe 
and H. V. Hayes.

Members of the Cathedral Chapter— 
The Rev. Philo W. Sprague and 
H untington Saville.

gates ̂  present pledged $481. A new 
m issionary d istric t w ill be established 
including Natchitoches, Mansfield and a 
new group of N orth Louisiana towns.

. The schedule of appropriations 
adopted for m issions in  the sta te  this 
year follows: F or whites iruNew Or­
leans $300, for negroes in  New Orleans 
$200, Thibodaux and Morgan City $250, 
Plaquem ines parish  $800, Gibson $100, 
Iberville parish  $400, Boyce and Chen- 
eycville $750, Covington and Bogalusa 
$400, W est Feliciana $200, Bastrop 
$600, Crowley, Eunice and Opelousas 
$600, Abbeville and Lafayette $200, 
Lake Providence $300, Natichitoch.es, 
Mansfield and a  new North Louisana 
group $800, Amite and Illinois Central 
railroad $200, Ihnis and Lakeland 
$200, work among deaf m utes $200, 
w ork in new fields or for general 
m issionary if secured $600.

That w ar’s call has left a “mere 
handful” of theological students a t the 
University of the South (Sewanee)- 
was put before the afternoon session 
by the Rev. G. L. Tucker and the  Rev. 
•'Rowland Hale trustees of the univer­
sity. Rev. Dr. H ale added increases 
in other departm ents; especially the 
m ilitary academy, had made the to ta l 
enrollm ent of Sewanee th is year high­
er than  ever before.

The Rev. Dr. Tucker said seventy 
or eighty students were taken from the 
Episcopal University thi«r year; by war: 
The university  service flag has 624 
stars, th ree  of w hich’ are gold, rep re­
senting men who died in  w ar service.

The bulk  of dioceSan officers were 
elected. A surprise was the  refusal 
of Mr. Edwin Belknap to run  for re- 
election as treasu rer. . He has - been,, 
elected consecutively for the la st 26 
'years. The Rev. C. W. Bispham was 
named reg istra r.

O ther elections resulted as follows:
Board of directors of the P ro testan t 

Episcopal A ssociation: The Right 
'Rev. Davis Sessums, D. D., p resid en t;

South Dakota Notes Convocation^ M eeting

Deputies to the Synod for the  F irs t „, „  . „  _  , . . . ,
Province—The Revs. E rnest J. Den- ^ ev’ fÉi fra Dakewell, the  Rev. E.

The 133rd Annual Convention of the 
Diocese of M assachusetts was held 
a t T rin ity  Church, Boston, April 17. 
The special services were ‘fyeld in 
the  church and the business sessions 
in  the parish  house and H untington 
Hall. The organization of the Conven­
tion took place in  the parish  house, 
followed by a celebration of the Holy 
Communion in the church, a t which 
Bishop Lawrence officiated as Cele­
brant, assisted by Bishop Babcock. .

Tjie business of the Convention was 
spieedily disposed of under a  new 
rule, which provided th a t the printed 
reports be presented by title  only, 
w ith  the option on the part 
o f . the person presenting the re ­
port of giving a sum m ary of it, not 
requiring  more than  five m inutes in 
delivery. The proposition to assess 
the parishes and m issions for the 
support of the General Board of Re­
ligious Education drew out an  in te r­
esting debate, in which a large num ­
ber of the clergy and laity  partici­
pated for and against, resulting  in 
the loss of the motion by a decisive 
m ajority  vote.

The m atte r of giving women rep re­
sentation  in  thé Convention, and with 
the righ t of suffrage, was debated 
over an hour. Among those who op­
posed it Were Mr. George Selfride, the 
Rev. David B. Matthews of Brocton 
and the Rev. S. B. Blunt, D. D., of 
Ashmont. The. Rev. F rederick Allen, 
who introduced the resolution, Dean 
Rohsm aniere, Prof. Joseph H. Beale 
and Mr. W. H. Lincoln strongly fa­
vored the motion. The Rev. Mr. Allen, 
in  his report, suggested th a t women 
should be given .recognition for their 
fu ll share in  the work of the Church ; 
th a t such action would secure a  more 
adequate representation  in  some sm all 
parishes; th a t women would be more 
w illing to  spare tim e for the whole 
Convention than  m en; th a t it is in 
harm ony with the general movement 
to  perm it women to share in the re ­
sponsibilities of public activity; tha t 
it had already been practically  adopt­
ed by the Conventions of a num ber of 
dioceses, andv that it was desired by 

;ri num ber of the women of the Diocese 
of M assachusetts. Among* thqse who

nen, Alexander Mann, Edward T. Sul­
livan and W illiam L. Claçk; Messrs. 
Charles H. Baldwin, H untington Sa­
ville, W illiam H. Bent and Charles E. 
Mason.

Members of the Church in  the Dio­
cese Incorporated—The Rev. Daniei 
D. Addison and Philip S. Parker.

F inance Committee—The Rev. E r­
nest J. Dennen; Messrs. Joseph Graf­
ton Minot and C. T. R ogers /

DIOCESE OF LOUISIANA

The Diocese of Louisiana m et in  an­
nual Council a t  New Orleans in C hrist 
Church Cathedral, beginning on April 
17th w ith a Celebration of the  Holy 
Communion, Bishop Sessum s officiat­
ing assisted by Dean B arr and the 
Yen. H erm an C. Duncan, D. D. Fol­
lowing the service the Council was o r­
ganized for business and Dr. Duncan 
was reelected secretary. He has been 
in  ‘continuous service as secretary  for 
the past forty-eight years. The Bishop 
in  his annual address reviewed dio­
cesan and general events of in terest 
and set fo rth  in  s tro n g ‘patrio tic lan­
guage the  cause for which our nation 
is  fighting in  the w ar and urged the 
hearty  support of the government.

A technical flaw in a  resolution to 
Admit women as delegates to the Coun­
c il spoiled the ir chances for a t least 
another year according to the report 
of the committee on the constitution 
and canons. The resolution did not 
provide for an enabling, canon. I t  
was reported hack w ithout action.

To remedy a deficit in  the Widows 
and O rphans’ fund it was decided to 
merge this fund w ith th a t for the aged 
and infirm clergy, which has a su r­
plus of $1283.09. This reduces the ,de­
ficit in the monies used to pay depen­
dents deceased clergy to $799.

The financial system of the diocese1 
was changed by a resolution to sepa­
ra te  the functions of the treasu rer and 
give the finance committee power to 
appoint a custodian of funds who shall 
handle the tru s t and endowment mon­
ies of the diocese and devote full time 
to the work. Mr. R. P. Mead was 
elected treasu rer: Thé finance com­
m ittee announced it would nam e Mr. 
Edwin Belknap, trea su re r  re tiring  af­
te r  tw enty-six years of service, custo­
dian.

The Board of Religious Education re­
ported it probable no gulf coast con­
ference of Sunday schools would be 
held th is yéar on account of failure 
to , find a suitable locality.

The date of Council meeting was 
changed from the th ird  Wednesday 
afte r E aster to the th ird  W ednesday 
afte r the F east of Epiphany.

Announcement was made a t the re ­
quest of the Board of Religious Educa­
tion the University of the South (Sew- 
wanee) w ill give a course in C hristian 
service next season for undergradu­
ates who do not intend to be m inis­
ters, but who w ish train ing  for lay** 
m an’s work in churches.

The Board of Missions asked $6600
or work in the state" this year. Dele-

W. H unter, the Rev. M atthew B rew ­
ste r, th e  Rev. J. O. Miller, the  Rev. R. 
*S, Coupland, the Rev. A.R. Berkeley, A. 
Le Blanc, G. W. Bancker, H. J. C ar­
ter; W alter Guion, W illiam A. Bell, G. 
G. W estfeldt.

Deputies to  the General Convention: 
The Rev. R. S. Coupland, trie Rev. G. 
L. Tucker, the Rev. A. R. Price, the 
Rev. J. G. Buskie, W arren- Kearny, 
F. H. G. F ry , J. A. Caillouet.

Deputies of the  Provincial Synod: 
The Rev. G. L. Tucker, the Rev. W. 
E. Vann, the  Rev. A. R. Berkeley, the 
Rev. W. A. B arr, the Rev. C. W. Bisp- 
ham, the Rev. M atthew Brewster, Reg­
inald P. Mead, W arren Kearny, 
George W. Law, F. H. G. Fry, W. S. 
Cudlipp, S. M. Cate.

To fill four vacancies of members of 
the  Board of Religious Education whose 
term s expired in 1918: The Rev. Men­
ard  Doswell, the Rev. A. R. Berkeley, 
H enry J. Charter, G. W. Leland.

Board of M issions: The R ight Rev. 
Davis Sessums, D. D., p resident; the 
Rev. U. C. Duncan, the Rev. W. A. 
B arr, the Reir. C. B. K. Weed, S. L. 
McC. Lawrason, W arren Kearny, 
.George W. Law, R. P. Mead, secretary  
arid treasurer.

The last day of the sessions held by 
the Diocesan branch of the W oman’s 
Auxiliary was m arked by a meeting in 
the m orning and a  general conference 
in the afterhoon. F riday morning 
Bishop Sessums paid his annual visit 
and commended the women u p o n 'th e  
work they had accomplished. The 
election of new officers was confirmed 
b y  the Bishop. I t  was decided th a t 
plans for organized w ar work would 
¡depend on the system adopted by the 
Woman’s Auxiliary in New York.

The afternoon session was marked 
by an address of unusual in te rest ¡by 
Deaconess Affleck, who is engaged in 
work in Utah. Noonday prayer was 
conducted by Rev. Jam es M. Owen. 
The invitation of T rin ity  Church for 
the next Convention was voted to un­
animous acceptance. |

Sammy and Religion
In m ore than  seven months among 

United States troops of alm ost every 
c la ss ,, T think I  have found but one 
man who was really  afraid he was go­
ing to be killed,” says an ‘American 
Y. M. C. A. secretary  in England. 
“They realize, however thaf they are 
coming face to face w ith a possibili­
ty that, before has been only m ost re ­
mote! They are  talking not of a re ­
ligion tha t will save them  from, hell, 
but one th a t will fit them to face the 
biggest job ever pu t up to men, and 
make tlrnm ready for the g reat ad­
venture if it comes to them. I think 
the average American soldier would 
be perfectly willing to adopt the fol­
lowing reconstruction of his child­
hood prayer :

The new Church and Rectory a t 
Brookings, South Dakota* are, com­
pleted and were used for the first .time 
on E aster Day. F or a good many 
years the Church has been keeping a 
p riest in this town, which is the site 
of the .South D akota S tate College, 
w ith a sm all.w ooden building resem ­
bling a  country schoolhouse, one mile 
from the college building as its equip­
ment. N aturally  the Church has not 
grown during; the past 25 years, and 
its  influence upon the students of the 
college has been pitifully small. I t 
could not have been anything else. 
Seldom was the Episcopal Church 
mentioned among fhe boys arid girls, 
and many did not even' know of its 
existence. Unfortunately, Brookings 
is not the only college town th a t has 
suffered a sim ilar neglect from the 
Church.

But now a new day has begun in the 
work a t the S tate College. In  place 
of the old ' and unattractive church 
and Rectory a mile from  the college, 
th e re  is now a  beautiful brick church 
and a* splendid brick  rectory nearer 
the college -than  any other . church 
building. Both of the buildings were 
planned by Cras and Ferguson, and 
surely nothing m ore than th a t need 
be said about the ir arch itectural 
beauty, ^ h ey  are constructed of red 
brick, sand mold, laid up in Flemish 
Bond which makes a beautiful wall. 
The nave of the final church has been 
Completed and the chancel has been 
built of wood so th a t when the growth 
demands it the chancel can be easily 
arid cheaply to rn  down to m ake way 
for the re s t of the building. As it 
stands the church is about 60 feet long 
and 27 feet wide. I t  w ill Seat com­
fortably about 125" persons. Besides 
the chancel is a sm all chapel w ith 
a sm all stove which w ill be used for 
services w ith but a few present, such 
as the  early  m orning Communion serv­
ice, and thus save heating the larger 
building on w inter days. A - curtain  
may be draw n across th is sanctuary  
also leaving the res t of the room for 
a choir o r Guild room. Beneath the 
church is a  full sized basem ent w ith a 
kitchen for the social side of the 
Church life.

The finest piece of fu rn itu re in the 
building is the lectern, which was a 
gift from D. R. L. Slagle, president of 
the U niversity of South Dakota and 
was given in memory of his la te wife, 
Anna Reimann Slagle. Dr. Slagle was 
for many years the president of the 
S tate College a t Brookings, and his 
wife was a  m o s t . faithful m em ber of 
St. P au l’s Guild. The lectern  is  of oak, 
beautifully carved by K irchm ayer of 
the firm of Wm. F. Ross and Co. On 
the upper p a r t are the th ree figures 
of Christ, the Virgin Mary, and St. 
Anna, a^id on. the base are St. P eter 
and St. Paul. I t  4s undoubtedly the 
'finest piece of wood carrying in  this 
p a r t  of South Dakota. Thè lectern, 
also a gift from Dr. Slagle, is of carved 
‘oak from the  same firm.

The a lta r  and ridell posts w ere g’-  
en by Mrs. Natwick of Sioux Falls*, and 
the do'ssal and ridell curtains of gold 
brocaded satin and red velvet were 
given by Bishop' and Mrs. Remington. 

'The candle sticks on the a lta r  are an 
old Swedish type given a few days be­
fore her death by Mrs. M. E. Wimsey, 
for many years a faithful attendant 
and supporter of the Church in Brook­
ings. The frontal and super-frontal 
'were gifts from the architects and Mr. 
A. E. Hoyle, and w ere made by Miss 
Barton of Cambridge. They are of 
brocaded silk and are  of an exquisite 
texture. In fact the eye is at once 
¡drawn to the beautiful a ltà r  on en­
tering  the church and the hangings 
give th a t note of rich  coloring so many. 
Churches lack. A beautiful set of a l­
itar linen was given by the A ltar Guild 
of T rin ity  |  Church, Lennox, Massa­
chusetts. ■ , -a

The rectory is also a p rick  building 
on the same lot w ith the Church and 
was built to I  harm onize w ith the 
church. I t is a substantial house of 
eleven, rooms besides? the basejneat 
and attic. I t  is 40x24 feet w ith a 
sm all porch on the fron t and a good 
sized piazza. The two buildings rep­
resen t an expenditure of about $10,-. 
000, and while there w ill be no debt 
on the church the re  will be a m ort­
gage  oil the rectory of $2,500, held by 
the American Church Building Fund 
'Commission.

I t  is- hoped to have the church con­
secrated on Wednesday, June 19th by 
Bishop Burleson, w ith Dean Woodruff, 
•of Calvary Cathedral in Sioux Falls, 
the  preacher.

DIOCESE OF SOUTHERN VIRGINIA 
. The spring meeting of the Central 
Convocation was held in St. Jam es’ 
Church, Boydtown, April 23-25. There 
was a notable increase in attendance, 
owing to the good work of a commit­
tee appointed a t the la s t meeting, 
charged w ith the duty of arousing in ­
terest. The Rev. J. Lewis Gibbs gave 
a ; review of rectent books relating  to 
the war. He showed a rem arkable fa­
m iliarity w ith cu rren t publications, 
and fine discrimination. Many joined 
in comment griid discussion. The R ev./ 
G. W. Ribble read a  paper on  “Wiar 
and Missions”, which was of s,uch dis­
tinct inerit th a t  it was ordered p rin t­
ed. Bishop Thompson and- others en­
tered into the discussion o f ’the pa­
per, dwelling on the possible ways of 
securing fit men for the m inistry. Dr. 
Jesse M. Jonfis of the V irginia Poly- * 
tèchnic Institu te  gave an address on 
“The Church, the Clergy and the 
W ar”, showing the ra re  opportunity^ 
of thè clergy as -leaders, in activities 
to help win the war.

The last sesion was held a t Christ 
Chapel, Kimono, where Bishop Tucker 
preached and confirmed a class pre­
pared and presented by his son/Rev. H. 
N. Tucker, Rector of the parish,

A loving m em orial was adopted by 
the congregation in testim ony of their 
esteem arid gratitude for the life and 
work of the laté Bishop Randolph, 
and assurances of devotion and loy­
alty  to the presen t Diocesan, who so 
wisely and ably has/been  serving as 
Coadjutor.

Rector Who Ordered 
Flag, Taken From 

Church R esigns

“Now I stand me up to fight, j 
I pray Thee, Lord, I  do it  right,

If I m ust dig while in the trench,
I pray Thee. Lord, I may not flinch.”

The Rev. Leigh Roy Urban, who re­
cently refused to allow the S tars and 
Stripes or a Service F lag  to be dis­
played in the Church of the Redeemer, 
Astoria, N. Y., has resigned. His res- n 
ignation came as a clim ax to .an un­
happy situation, which hadN been 
growing more acute for several days 
past. I t  is reported th a t Mr. U rban had 
refused to have anything approach­
ing a patriotic flavor introduced into 
the services, ap a rt from a  prayer for 
the safety of the men in the arm y and 
navy. Members of the congregation 
brought a  large flag into the  churich 
on a Saturday evening, a n d 'a f te r  the 
early  service on the following Sun­
day it was ordered removed by Mr. 
Urban. In  a  statem ent made to the,, con­
gregation, before placing his resigna­
tion in  the hands of the vestry, Mr. 
Urban said:

“I do not like to be called a  pacifist, 
becarise th a t includes m e in a large 
class of men with some of whose 
opinions I do not agréé. I love my 
country, as every citizen should, and 
I dgsire to be of w hatever servicé I  
can for its  highest and tru es t welfare. 
But. in this trem endous world crisis, 
which, involves issues far beyond the 
comprehension of any man, I have, 
through careful iftudy of the life arid 
teachings of our Lord, and through 
earnest praÿer have been driven to  
the conclusion th a t w ar is not the way 
in which our Lord would have us 
overcome evil.

“Much as" I regret to be compelled 
to differ from the m ajority of my 
brethren  and fellow countrym en, per­
sonal loyalty to Jesus Christ prevents 
me from participating in any way in 
the prosecution of the w ar, and from  
committing my parish in any why to  
the w ar policy, in so far as I  am re ­
sponsible for th e  parish.

“I am whole-hearted i n . this faith  
and not ashamed, although I gbeatly 
reg ret the necessity to which I  was 
forced last Sunday through the law­
lessness of others.”

A member of the vestry  stated  th a t 
it would be necessary for the-w estry 
to accept the  resignation of Mr. U r­
ban, because of the general disapprov­
al of the members w ith his beliefs. 
“Although all the members of the 
parish respect him as a  man,” .said 
the vestrym an, “they are so opposed 
to his beliefs th a t his usefulness as 
our Rector is over.”

The Convocation of the Missionary 
D istrict of South Dakota has been 
called by the  Bishop to meet in ¡Sioux 
'Falls on Saturday, Sunday, and Mon­
day, June 15th, 16th and T 7th. ,

A little  boy declared th a t he loved 
his m other “w ith all his strength .” 
He was., asked to explain w hat he • 
m eant by “with all his strength .” He 
said: “Well', I ’ll te ll you; you see, we 
live on the fourth  floor of this tene­
m ent and there is no elevator, and th e  
coal is kept down in  the  basem ent. % 
Mother is  dreadfully busyt a ll the time, 
and she isn ’t  very strong, so I see 
th a t the coal hod is never empty. I  
lug thè coal up four flights of sta irs 
all by m yself; and it  is a p retty  big 
hod. I t  takes all my strength  to get 
it up there. Now, isn ’t  th a t loving 
my m other w ith all my strength?.”—- 
Sunday School Tinies.
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