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In a recent issue of The Witness
the words of “America the Beautiful,”
written by Miss Katherine Lee Bates,
was given. jSylvester Baxter gave an
account in one of the newspapers re-
cently of the occasion that prompted
the writing of the song. First, he
tells.us that “Miss Bates is a native
of Falmouth on Cape Cod, and has
a most sympathetic personality. ||

“She is a professor of English at
Wellesley jCollege, '{Mass. To hear
one of her lectures on poetry is a de-
lightful experience. As an author,
she has a goodly number of good
books to her credit.

“In .1893 Miss Bates had been called
to join the~faculty of a summer school
at Colorado Springs. On the way she
visited the Columbian World’s Fair
at Chicago. The architectural vision
embodied in the marvellous “White
City” igave tjie 'inspiration for the
last stanza as a forecast of what
America might do in the achievement
of real beauty.

The end of the three weeks’ session
of the school in Colorado springs, was
celebrated by the stranger members
of the faculty (including Dr. Rolfe,
the Shakespearean scholar; iProf.
Tood, the Amherst astronomist, and
Miss Bate’s colleague at Wellesley,
Prof. Katherine Conan) with an ex-
cursion to the summit .of Pike’s Peak
Miss Bates was so affected 'by the
rarefied atmosphere that she could
remain for hardly more than ‘one ec-
static gaze!” But it was a historic
moment. It was ‘then and there,” says
the author, ‘as | was looking out over
the sea like expanse of fertile country
spreading away so far under those
-'ample skies that the opening lines of
the hymn floated into my mind.” No
song can have had a more directly
continental . American inspiration.
Fresh in memory was the panorama
of American landscape unrolled in the
long jogrney from the sea and across
the praries and plains, to its culmin-
ation on the mountain heights.

ftThe four ,stanzas of, Ithe poem
were pencilled in the .author’s note-
book at Colorado Springs. For near-
ly two years they lay thére unheeded,
then they were sent to the Congre-
gationalist, appearing July 4th, 1895.

“The hymn attracted unexpected
attention. Silas G. Pratt, the com-
poser, at once set it to music, and in
that year it was republished in the
volume, ‘Famous Songs.” Requests
for its came with great frequen-
cy, so it was rewritten to make the
phraseology more* simple and direct.

“The new version appeared in the
Boston Transcript in Nov. 1904. A
few years later the wording of the
opening quatrain of the third stanza

was changed for the final version—

for which Miss Bates retains the
copyright, that it might be;protected
from misprints and alterations.
~ “Thousands of permissions have
been given for its free use. It has been
I reproduced, by permission, in church
hymnals of many denominations/nu-
merous popular song books, books of
schools and colleges, patriotic .selec-
tions for soldiers and ssailors, Bely
Scouts, the Red Cross; also in count-
less periodicals, community programs,
peace foundation and many other or-
ganizations.
-“In Australia the Christian En-
deavors have adopted it as a national
hymn, with ‘Australia’ substituted
for ‘America.*
“For the benefit of our immigrants
it has been translated into Italian and
German. It has. been illuminated for

Christmas cards and filmed for the
movies, in the author’s manuscript.
Over 50 different settings have been
composed for it, including many by
distinguished-musicians. It is often
sung to old tunes—one being ‘Mater-
na’ (O, Mother Dear, Jerusalem).
Miss Bates jvould prefer that it not be
sung to this tune, however, for the
music, not being written for it, does
not impart to the words the expres-
sion they demand.”

How Peking, China, Celebrated Vic-
tory Day.

The celebrations of the victory
over Germany began in Peking with
a review of the Chinese and Allied
troops by President Hsu Shih Chang.

The huge square fronting the
throne room was filled with two regi-
ments of Chinese soldiers and picked
troops from the Allied contingents,
presenting a magnificent spectacle.

The center of the square was oc-
cupied by an American Marine band,
flanked with three British' soldiers
and three Cossacks carrying their re|
spective flags.: Behind were French
and Anamlte troops, facing Japanese
and Italian detachments. The presi-
dent passed through the square un-
der an arch of Allied flags and as-
cended the marble steps to the throne
room, followed by the diplomatic
corps. Then to the accompaniment
of a po'pular American war song the
Allied icommanders and flags .ap-
proached the president, the Italians
and Japanese leading. Three Amer-
icans carried Brazilian flags, three
carried British® and Portuguese ban
ners, while the Belgian ensign was
borne by three Frenchmen. Sir John
Newell Jordan, the British Minister,
and Dr. Paul, Samuel Reiasch, jthe
American Minister, headed the diplo-
mats greeting the president, who de-
livered a congratulatory speech from
the terrace.

A reception followed in the historic
robing room.; The foreign guests en-
joyed the experience of ascending the
ancient throne and admiring the
magnificient furnishings of the beau-
tifully lacquered room.

The brilliant scéne has never been
equaled in the history of Peking. For
the first time the Forbidden €ity was
thrown completely open and was
crowded with students and citizens.

Among the many interesting and
teaching pamphlets that may be ob-
tained from the Church Periodical
Club, 2 West Forty-Second Street,
New York City, is one on Christianity
which | shall divide into two parts
for this column, giving this week
What a Christianas expected |0 be-
lieve, next week the continuation,
“What a Chritsian is to do.”

Christianity is meant for all men,
rich and poor, educated and unedu-
cated. Our Lord died for all men.
Christian teaching must, therefore, be
simple, easily understood even by a
child, and its life that which can be
led by any man with the help of
God. Many men,“however, are of the
opinion that there is something very
deep about' Christianity and its prac-
tice very hard.

A Christian is expected to believe in
God. There is One God who has re-
vealed Himself in three Persons in
One God. That is in the One Godhead
there are three: God the Father,
who has made all the universe and
all things therein; God -the Bon, who
has redeemed all mankind; God the

(Continued on page 7)

the church pension
FUND.

After the meeting of the Executive
Committee of the Church Pension
Fund, the grants in force by the Fund
to the clergy and their families are
exhibited by the following table:

Age Pensions ................. $ 60,573.06
Disability Pensions ........... 24,500.00
Widows’ Pensions 23,450.00
Orphans’ Pensions ............. 3,700.00

Total T $112,877.00
General Clergy Relief Fund
Grants Assumed
Diocesan Fund Grants As-
sumed

111,877.00
52,015.00

Grant Total .......... £.$276,115.06

It may be interesting to point out
that the amount of the grants of the
Church Pension Fund, after twenty-
one months of operation, to clergymen
retiring during that period, or to the
widows of active clergymen dying
during that period, already exceeds
the amount of the grants stil], in force
from the General Clergy Relief Fund,
with its long period of history. The
total amount of the grants of the Gen-
eral Clergy Relief Fund when it was
consolidated with the Church Pension.
Fund on April 13th, 1917, was, of
course,, somewhat larger than the
amount of the remaining grants, but
not materially so. It will only be a
few months, probably, before the end
of the second calendar year of the
Church Pension Fund’s operation,
when its annual outlay for its own
pensions will equal that of the Gen-
eral Clergy Relief Fund after more
than half a century.

No direct comparison can be made
between the two ‘organizations, be-
cause they proceed on different prin-
ciples, the importance of the Church
Pension Fund being the pension pro-
tection it extends to over four thou-
sand clergymen and their families,
rather than the amount of its pension
grants. But the comparison of fig-
ures is not without value.

Priest Served With a Warrant
For Holding a Service.

The Rev. Thos. Worrall of Long-
mont, Colorado, was served a warrant
for holding service on Thanksgiving
Day, contrary to municipal regula-
tion.

Mr. Worrall felt that a test case
was desirable in communities where
crowds are allowed to assemble in
various places, but any service in the
church was forbidden.

The town marshal interrupted the
service and demanded that the congre-
gation of seven people disperse which
they did not do.
eIt is understood that a warrant for
his arrest has been issued.

It is well to see whether the hypo-
crisy of half measures will be sus-
tained by the courts and whether town
authorities can prohibit a priest from
his functions in the Church.

BISHOP FUNSTEN DIES
SUDDENLY.

Word was received as The Witness
was being put to press that the Rt.
Rev. James Bowen Funsten, Bishop
of Idaho, died suddenly in Boise,
Idaho, on Monday, December 2nd.

A »Three Fold &ppreciation.

If ypu send The Witness to some
friend for a year as a Christmas gift,
you will show your appreciation of
our efforts, your friend will appreci-
ate your thoughtful selection, and of
course we, will appreciate your co-
operation.

Pride that dines on vanity sups on
contempt..—Franklin.

$1.00 A YEAR

INTERVIEWS

What the Leaders are Saying on Subjects of Present Day
§ill!l1\Sh & SM&w Interest.

VIEWS AND

More Awful Than Judgment. The Call to Prayer More Urgent
Than Ever.

“A celebrated preacher of the sev-  «The thought of mobilizing the wo-,

enteenth century, in a sermon to a men of the Church for the liberating
crowded audience,” says the Diocese of spiritual power’ by means of

of Quincy Light, “described the ter- ‘ynijted, Earnest, Prevailing Prayer,’
rors of the last judgment with such came as an inspiration to the leaders
eloquence, that some of his audience of the Woman’s Auxiliary in the dark
bL_II’St IntO,_teal‘S, and Utter(?d prercing days through which we were passing
cries, as if the Judge Himself had some months ago, when the issues of
been present and was about to pass the great war for liberty and right-
upon their final sentence. In the eousness were trembling in the bal-
hEIth of this excitement, the preach- ance,” says B|Sh0p Harding’ of Wash-
er called upon them to be Silent, as ington’ D. C, in a pastora] letter

he was about to tell them something which was read in the churches of his

.more awful and astonishing than any- Dijocese the First Sunday in Advent.

thing he had yet said. In the midst” «|t was felt, and rightly, that over
of a tense stillness, he solemnly ad- and above all the war-work our wo-
dressed them thus: ‘In one quarter men were doing at iso much sacrifice
of an hour from now the emotions you 'of time and strength and means,
have just exhibited will be stifled: the there was something greater that they
remembrance of the fearful truths could and should do ~They could and
whifch excited them will vanish; yon should unite in besieging the throne
will return to your carnal occupations of God in prayer, that it might please
or sinful pleasures with your usual him, at this crisis of the worlds his-
avidity, .you will treat all that you tory, ‘to make bare His holy arm in
have just heard as an idle .tale that is the eyes of all Nations,* so that “all the
told.”’ ends of the earth shall See the salva-
tion of our God.” Therefore, at the
time the Advent Call was conceived,
the subjects suggested for our peti-

God Is a Sure Paymaster. : . - 2
y tion had mainly to do with the win-

On this Thanksgiving Day, how ning of the war.

natural and how right it is from every — «Tphg epoch-making events of the
point of view that, ais representatives past four or five months, culminating
of the’ (Afferent national groups, we i the signing of the Armistice on
should meet and gather-here in this November the eleventh, a date which
Christian temple to render our devout || ever be memorable in the history
and humble thanks to God for what of the world, Jiave necessarily chang-
He has done,” said Bishop Greer at eq the whole situation and our point
the Thanksgiving Day service held at of view. We are forcibly reminded
the Cathedral of iSt. John the Divine, of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
New York. There were over three Tt shall come to pass, that before
thousand in the congregation, includ- they call, | will answer;-and while
|ng repl’e§entatlves Of the tWEﬂty-SI_X they are yet Speaking’ | W|” hear."

allied nations and members of patri-  “Nevertheless, the Advent Call for

otic SOCietiQS of the United States. united, earnest and preva“ing prayer
Dean Robbins, of the Cathedral, gave pecomes not less buit more urgent—

the address of welcome; and Bishop more imperative—in view of the con-
Lloyd, of the General Board of Mis- ditions that now confront us. The
ions, delivered a jsermon. “It is meet disorder in those countries that pre-
that; we should do this,” Said Bishop cipitated this cruel war, the problems
Greer, “lest in the noise jand tumult of the new-born nations, the enormous
of the common joy, so natural, so difficulties of reconstruction in all
human, we forget the things which |ands are matters of concern much
our eyes have seen. deeper than the successful conduct of
“What we have seen is that God is mthe war.
hot a distant and absentee God, as we  “Never did our statesmen need

are wont to think Him, but that He more urgently than now the wisdom
s a factor in human affairs with and guidance of Almighty God. Never
Whom we must reckon, not only in did the men at the front and those at
some other world, but here and now home who were eagerly expecting to
in this, and that no weapon forged do thejr part in the battle linfe need
against. Him—however great and our prayers and ministrations more
strong or howsoever reinforced with than now. Those abroad will have
human wit and ‘kultur’ or scientific arduous and exacting duties to per-
skill, cunning, and device—that no form until peace is declared. For all,
such weapon forged against Him can the time of waiting until they shall be
prosper. It may seem to do so, and set free to return to their homes and
for a time may do so in fact, but only normal occupations, will be full of
for a time, for God is a sure paymas- trial's and temptations. Until the
ter. He may not pay at the end of the terms of lasting and righteous peace
month or a year or four years, but He are settled, we have need to pray that,
surely will pay. Our eyes have seen at the Council table, ‘Mercy and truth
it. Let us not forget it. may meet together, righteousness and
“In a little while, we hope, those peace kiss each other.” =
who went from us to engage in the  “We have need to pray thatthrough
sacred cause of righteousness and the travail of 'soul the world has en-
freedom will be cdminig back.  They dured these long, sad years, our na-
will on their Return receive a great tion and all nations,may be reborn.
ovation for what they have dbne, and We must Work and: pray for, as the
they will deserve it. For in the face real fruits of victory, the making of
of dangers and difficulties unprece- a better world. We have need to pray
dented, they have §hown unprece- that the Church, the Body of Christ,’
dented heroism and courage, worthy through which He is pleased to min-
of the name they beiar and of the ister to the world, may have a revival
cause for which they suffered and en- of spiritual life in all its members,
dured. But some who went out with put new energy into the work of
"hem will never come back. Brave, preaching the Gospel among all na-
gallant, faithful Souls, faithful unto tions to the end that, as much as in
death. With bowed heads and rever- us lies, and while we have time, we
ent heart ,albeit with saddened heart, may do our part in bringing about
we thank God today for their noble the glorious consummation, when the
life and sacrificial death, and pray for kingdom of the world shall become
the stricken families and homes where the kingdom of our God and of His
empty places are.” Christ.”
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Page Two

MISSIONARY MESSAGES FROM
THE CHURCH'S HOLY DAYS

SAINT JOHN THE EVANGELIST’S DAY.
December 27.

By the Rev. FRANGIS S. WHITE.

THE COLLECT,

Merciful Lord, we beseech thee to
cast thy bright beams of light upon
thy Church, that it, being instructed
by the doctrine of thy blessed Apostle
and Evangelist Saint John, may so
walk in the light of thy truth, that
it may at length attain to everlasting
life; through JeSLIJ$ I'éChrist our Lord.

i

.Light through instruction!  So
many of us need to meditate more
than we do on this thought. The
Church is here spoken of as walking
in a way that is dark, dark because
the understanding of her children is
darkened by the darkness of ignorance
Cod is addressed as merciful: His
mercy is shown in His patience with
us Who stand in our own light, and so
stumble instead of walk, thus hinder-
ing the progress of ourselves and our
companions. St. Stephen’s Day is a
fcall to abolish prejudice: St. John

Day is a call to abolish ignorance
Both prejudice and ignorance hurt
mankind and cripple the 'Church. They
especially hurt the Church because
they hinder her progress, When men
really see Jesus in the vfay God
meant them to see Him, they can
no longer loglk on their fellow men
through the glass of inherited or ac
quired prejudice. When we get the
information Jesus came to give, it is
| no longer possible for 'us to be mg
norant of What 'God wants us to
know and to do. The 'Church should
be the best teaching force in the
community. Its words and deeds
should throw light on human life as
Jesus Christ wants it to be lived
Church services should be illuminat-
ing: sermons should be illuminating:
the actions of the Church members
should reflect the light, and not raise
a fog. Darkness comes through a
withdrawal of light. The Withdrawal
may be accomplished by the failure
of the light-giving power from With-
in, or by covering the -light from
without. The failure of light-giving
power comes through sloth, or neg-
lect: the blotting out of light is ac
complished by indifference. In either
case, progress is impeded, and dis-
aster for both innocent and guilty
lies 'ahead.

The Means of Appropriating 'the
Light.

“Cast Thy bright beams of light
upon Thy Church.” Notice we are
making a definite request for illumi-
nation. By putting this petition so
close to the celebration of the Christ
Child’s Birth, is it not permissible
to say that our Mother Church takes
this way of making us realize that
the light has been cast for us in the
advent of Jesus. “The light shineth
in the darkness and the darkness does
not take hold of it,” was St. John’s
own testimony to the result of the
ignorance that is. in us. And as we
absorb this thought, we find that the
Church as it were, is putting our
fingers on the means of appropriai-
iimgr thie bights::{She pits owr bawds on
the button, 'so to speak, and says
mwitch on the teaching or doctrine
of (St. John, and youll see how to
make your way oilt,of darkness into
light.”

“Being instructed”: That parish
which does not stress instruction will
be removed by God: that is to say,
‘God will allow men to forsake it:
the candlestick will be removed from
its place because it does not fill a
need. Can any fate he more awful
to 'contemplate? The parishioners of
any local church must also remember
that the Church on this day bids a
part of the Body of Christ pray for
the Whole Body of Christ. The Whole
Body of Christ is today rent and
weakened and seelmingly futile be-
cause of inherited, prejudices on the
one hand, and abysmal ignorance on
the ether hand; willful ignorance, too,
not “invincible hut just nursed along
from generation to generation by
leaders of one part of the Body who
will not see the other part’s point of
view. We must pray that these lead-
ers listen to the teaching of St. John,
who leaned on -the Saviour’s breast,
and who while he never said or wrote
that he had the jmind of Christ, never-
theless holds up in his writings Jesus
as the Light of the World. Let us

ask ourselves whether we are letting
ourselves be led by St. John’s teach-
ing into the Christ’s Presence; and if
fio, whether we are standing face for-
ward toward the Christ, or are in
controversy facing our fellow men,
and squinting one of our eyes, so to
speak, on the Centre of life and unity
and union.

At length attain.” The education
that leads to the light of a perfect
day ,is not something that can he
attained in some school of correspond-
enoe, in a series of twenty lessons,
prepaid. The. intelligence that gives
the light for which this prayer begs,
is_acquired by intimate association
with the thoughts and words of Jesus
as preserved .by the Church, and by
the mystical (association with Him
through the channels of both nature
and jgrace.

The EpistZe. 1 St. John i. 1.

That which was from the beginning,
which we have heard, which we have
seen with our eyes, which we have
looked upon, and our jhands 'biave
handled, of the Word of life; (for the
life was manifested, and we have
seen it, and bear witness, and shew
unto; .you that eternal life, which
was with the Father, and was mani-
fested upto us;) that which we have
iseen and heard declare we unto you,
that ye also may have fellowship with
us: and truly our fellowship js with
the Father, and with his Son Jesus
'‘Christ.  And these things write we
unto you, that your joy may be full
This then is the message which we
have heard of him, and declare unto
Iyou, that 'God is light, and in him'.is
no darkness at all. If we say that we
have fellowship with him, and walk
in darkness, we lie, and do not the
truth: hut if we walk in the light, as
he is in the light, we have fellowship
one with another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us
from all sin. If we say tha” we have
no sin): we deceive ourselves,.and the
truth is not in us. If we confess our
esins, he is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. If we say that we
have not sinped, we make him a liar,
and his word is not in us.

Contact of life with/Life, the life
of man with the Life of God, «creates
a fellowship which explains the
Church with, its human and divine
elements. That such jcontact and such
fellowship is possible makes up the
teaching of St., John the Evangelist:
and he is very confident that publish-
ing such a message can have only one
result, namely, a complete joy on the
part of the one who hears the mes-
sage. The divine human life of The
Blessed One Is both 'a witness and
an appeal: a witness that God cares,
an appeal to us to care as wkll.

A Light That Isllnside 'Our Heafts*

God is light.” “In Him,” that is in
Jesus, “was life and the life was the
OB B el B
biography 'of%r Blesséd ford. To-
day Mother Church takes this mes-
sage of the Evangelist and Apostle
and presses it home. “God «s light,”
“if we walk in the light as He is in
the Light,” in whiat wonderful com-
pany do we find ourselves. “No
Shadows yonder,” "said the poet—
Shadows have their value on earth,
so does the. darkness- that takes hold
of the light of moon and stars: hut
the blackness of darkness!—there is

ing light-hearted, you will reflect the
joy that comes to' one who has noth-
ing he feels’he must hide for his own
sake, or for the sake of others who
are dear to him. No light-hearted
person ever felt the necessity of de-
ceiving himself, only light-hearted
people yield to that temptation. Self-
deception cannot company with truth.
If we company with truth, we shall
be moved to tell out, confess, the sins
that blacken our lives: and if we con-:
fess our sins, God will forgive us;
and withla sense of-forgiveness comes
a lightness of heart that no one can
take from us. “God’ in His Heaven,
all’s well with the World,” we speak
that we do know.

He 'Came That All Men Might Have
M Abundant Life.

Ignorance of this message of i St.
John should not he possible in our
day and (generation. That there, still
are places in the earth where men
cannot hear It, is a terrible indict-
ment on the honesty of those of us
who profess to company with' Him,
Who said Hecame that all men might
have the tinore abundant life. It is
making a liar out of God, and when
we make God a liar, we prove very
emphatically that His word is not in
us, that we are after all only playing
with Christianity, which is another
way of saying we are playing with
fire, for our God is a consuming fire,
in Whose light, which is life, all
sham).drossj convention™ are singed
and scorched, and must eventually he
consumed.

St. John’s Day is a call to us to be
wise In this Day of Our Lord Jesus
Christ.

The Gospel. St. John xxi. 19. *

Jesus saith unto Peter, Follow me.
Then P.eter, turning about, seeth the
disiciple dvhom Jesus'loved following;
which also leaned on his breast at
supper, and said, Lord, which is he
that-, betrayeth thee? ‘ Peter seeing
him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what
shall this man do? Jesus saith unto
him, If | will that he tarry till |
come, what is that to thee? follow
thou me. Then went this saying
broad among thé brethren, that that
iiciple should not die: yet Jesus said
npt unto him, He shall not die; but,
If 1 will that he tarry till | come,
what5is that, to thee? 1This is che
disciple which testifieth of these
things, and wrote these things: and
we know that his testimony is true.
And there are also many other things
which Jesus did, the which, if they
should be written every one, | supy
pose that even the world itself could
not contain the books that should be
written. 9

‘Follow me.” “A liittle child shall
lead them” is the way Isaiah labeled
his prophetic picture. So in this
Christmas Octavejwe see the Child
leading men in memory hack, to the
pioneer of anti-prejudice, and the ad-
vocate of anti-ignorance. Following
the Son of God and Mary one comes
into a wonderful fellowship whose
atmosphere is intelligent* joy.

Not Much Use Trying to Speculate on
the Future.

. ffLord, what shall this man do”?
There are some interrogations in the
pursuit of light and intelligence which
St. John records as being beside the
mark. There is not much use to
sit around trying to unveil the pic-
ture or to speculate on the future.
“Sufficient unto the day is the eyil
thereof” is the Christian attitude, and
answer to all efforts which would
throw light on the.upward path to-
ward perfection. “A step at a time:
here a little and there a little; line
upon line, precept upon precept.” One
does not win -the confidence of Omni-
scient Love in a leap and a hound.
The jcrown of martyrdom is not set
before us in these three days after

no place for that in the Gospel-1 Christmas, as the reward of an easy

preaching-and-teaching Church. The
light that this day calls us to, is an
interior illumination, a light that is
inside our hearts, and hence irradi-
ates the meditations H>f our hearts,
as well *as the words of our mouths,
mnd the deeds we dp for God and
man. When we have this interior
light horn of contact with the Life of
mCod, then we walk in the Light as He
is in the Light; and in that way "e
become lights of the world in our
generation; and when shadows come
across our paths, We are: able Still to
shine, and so reflect a silver lining to
those clouds. Does all this seem
rather fancy kind of talking?: try
to live truthfully in company with
Jesus Christ for one whole week, and
you will find that the blood of Jesus
has made you light-hearted, and he-

road to progress, or a royal road to
learning. The light which shines on
the way to the attainment of ever-
lasting life is not .given into our
hands to control hut to utilize. The
effort of the Church should he to
bring more and more people within
the shining, and to see that all things
which tend to hinder or obscure the
light shall he done™away.

“If | will that he tarry till I come,
what- is that to thee”? The Church
and the parishioner must never forget
in their corporate and individual ef-
forts to know the way of God more
perfectly, that jGod’s ways are past
finding out. ' He is always working
His purpose out, and it is “ours not to
reason why,” when it comes to the
other, man’s part in the whole plan
and purposes of the Almighty. For
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one the. life of witness may he
stretched out for a term of years;
for another, the witness of his life
may be summed up in a brief span
of years. The only .duty common to
both will be that the witness shall he
true: that the walking shall not be
in darkness: that their speech and
daily life shall be illuminating.

“This saying went abroad.” It was
an unfounded human interpretation
which persisted so long and produc-
ed such a wrong tradition in the early
Church jconcerning the Best Beloved
'Of Jesus Christ’s earthly companions
and followers. We must he careful
that our contributions to the illumi-
nating'life of the'Church Is made hon-
estly as in the 'day. Let us be sure
we have all the light possible on any
information we intend to promulgate
as true in the Kingdom of (God. (Some
of us are tempted to publish as true
what we wish, rather than what we
have heard, and the result;is always
disastrous to the 'Cause we are up-
holding.

mThink of this pjbase in another way.
Wherever there is chance for the
human traditions to go, theré also
must go the divine tradition. To hug
a hit of wonderful news, good news,
gospel, to ones own heart is to hug
fire to our Hearts; to help spread it
abroad is to lighten the corner where
we are. The true Witness to Jesus
Christ is the missionary witness, and
its bright beams must be for all peo-
ple who on earth do dwell, or the light
will fail, and we shall be the cause
of the failure—which God forbid.

It Was Not Necessary to Put Into
Books What Coukl Better Be
Put Into Lives. >

v “There are many other things
which Jesus did,” but the important
ones for men to know have been pre-
served. In His earthly life, He fo-
cussed all the bright light of the
Life of God, and let it shine through
His humanity as jmen were able to
hear the glory of it. As men follow-
ed Him, they saW very plainly the
real values in earthly existence; the
closer they followed Him, the braver
and better was their witness to these
values. The nearer they came into
contact with the white -light of His
Incarnate life, the more imperfections
they saw in themselves and the more
readily they confessed those lacks and
failures, and in their confessions
were,cleansed by contact with His
life-giving blood. What the first cen
fury Church and Christians did, the
twentieth century Church and Chris
tians must also do. As we hear our
witness to what Jesus did for us, we
will be. the evident reason why it was
not necessary to put into hooks what
could better be put into 'lives. When
the world becomes filled with men
bearing 'Christian witness, the time
of witnessing hooks' will have icome to
an end, and Jesus j'Christ will have
come into His own.»

A joint meeting of the Junior Aux-
iliaries of alj the parishes in St. Paul
Minn., was held the last week in No-
vember at.St. Clement’s Church! On
account of the prevailing epidemic
there was of necessity a small number
present, hut those Who came were en
thusi-astic, and the gifts offered .were
numerous and quite up to the mark
The Rector read the shortened form
of Evening Prayer and chose for the
lesson the story of the Wise IMen of-
fering their gifts. Later he’Welcomed
the Juniors to St. 'Clements and* gave
them an interesting talk on the work
of Miss Bowden, to whom the gifts
were going, and spoke to them of the
joy of serving. Miss Yardley, dio-
cesan president of the Juniors, read
some grateful letters from other mis-
sionaries and presented some new apr
peals. Miss Sawyer read a financial
report showing the successful condi-
tion of the Junior work. Then Miss
Sleppy, who hadlmade the arrange-
ments for the reception of the gifts,
explained the beautiful meaning of
the symbols used in the decorations.
A table had been spread in front of
the Chanc-el (steps. On it was placed
a Cross ,at the base of which lay
Christmas greens. On the frontal
was pihned a picture of the Christ-
Child, bordered on »either jside with
poinsettas, to call attention to the
fact that the jgifts offered were to
form the Christmas -treat for the little
colored children of {San Antonio,
Texas, and were being; offered to ihe
Christ-Child. first of all. After all
gifts had been placed on the table and
i Christmas hymn had hgen sung, all
knelt to offer the work of their hands,

nd- the love of their hearts to the
Ohrist-Child-King. — St.  Clement’s
Chimes.
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THE REY JOHN McCLURItIN,
M. D,

An Appreciation by the Rev. Charles
H. Young.

Rarely have we enjoyed the priv-
ilege of friendship and association
with a man. bf such genuine piety and
sterling character as the Rev. Dr. Me- '
Clurkin, who has been so closely as-
sociated with us in our parish life for
the past eighteen years. During these
years he has never been absent from
hi-s place in church when it whs pos-
sible for hilm to be present. His
genial nature and kindly sympathetic
character made him a welcome Visitor
sin our homes and at our public .gath-;
e-rings. His life was spent in the

1

service of his fellowmen, as a boy"at 1

home, as a soldier fighting for lib-
erty, as a physician ministering to
the needs of others, as -a clergyman
bringing,the comforts of the Churc
to those who looked for God. 1"
Dr. MeClurkin was. born in Morn-
ing Sun, Ohio, August 28 1840. When
the -Civil War broke out he was among
the first to offerjhimself to, the gov-
ernment,: enlisting in an Indiana
regiment.

Hé was severely wounded ;

N

in jthe campaign in Eastern Ten» '
nessee, captured and taken to Libby- m

Prison.
army he studied medicine, opening a

After jhis .discharge from the V

practice at Albion, 111, later movingH

to Mount Carmel.

He was a staunch churchman, giv- ;
ingi freely of his time and money for _

the support of Church Work. Upon the
earnest solicitation of Bishop Sey-
mour he was made a deacon ,inf 1890
in order that he might be of greater
help to the little parish at Mt. .Car-
mel which found great difficulty in
procuring a permanent pastor.

He camé to Chicago in 1900 and
for several years -practiced his profes-
sion in Woodlawn. On Easter Day
of that year he assisted the rector
Christ Church (the Rev. S. B. Pond)
at the Holy Communion and has been
most' faithful in his services, never
missing a Sunday when he was able
to .attend. His work was done so
quietly and modestly that it was al-.

most unobserved, but it endeared him,.

to everyone who knew him who felt-
the spirit of his sweet, strong char-
acter.

jij He was greatly interested in work
among the poor and lonesome, to
whom he devoted many hours of his
time. For several years he repre-
sented' Christ Church on the Wood-
lawn Advisory Committee of thé
United Charities. During part of this
time The was chairman of the com-
mittee, where his wisdom and good
judgment were of the greatest help.

j

\Y

His patience and courage in recent 1

years when he began to realize the
possibility of losing his sight were
echaracteristic of his Whole life.
While he expressed strong hopes that
the necessary operations might be
successful, there was no Word of de-'
spondency or complaint. He placed
himself under the care of one of the
most successful oculists in the city
in one of our best known hospitals.
Everything was being doné that 'hu-
man skill could advise and the prog-
ress seemed to be satisfactory. On
the (Saturday before -his death he ar-
ranged with the chaplain of the hos-
pital to go to the 'Chapel on Sun-;
day morning to receive Holy Com-
munion. Later on this same, even-

ing 'he spoke with pleasure to his i

son about this plan. The medicine
and condition of hi-s nerves .made him
restless and at times delirious. The
person who had- him in charge was re-
quested to maintain jcareful, watch
over him.; In some way he (got out of
bed in his delerium, un'able to see
where he was going and fell, receiving
injuries which resulted in his death.

)

His body was brought to the Chapel of .

Christ Church,,.where the funeral serv-
ces were, held on Monday, Nov. 25.
Bishop Griswold officiated, assisted by
the Rector. Ten priests were present.
The vestry of the parish were the pall-
bearers; the full choir was present;
and sang at .the service.. On. Tuesday

a Requiem was celebrated for him, af- =

ter which the body was taken to his
old home at Albion for burial.

Dr. 'McClurkin is survived by his
wife, Who was Miss Helen Churchill,
his two sons, John and James, and his '
daughter, Edith. To them we express
the warm and sincere sympathy of the
congregation.

May God grant our dear friend rest

nd peace in Paradise and may light
perpetual shine upon him.

1
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UNIVERSAL CHURCH TRAINING

A Discussion of Problems

of Religious Education in

the Home and Schools.

By Margaret K. Bigler.

Christmas Thoughts

Christmas thelights are uppermost
in the minds of alii especially those
‘deeply interested in children. From
now on until Christmas, let u's discuss
some of the questions relative to the
keeping: of the Christmas Festival,

i; Many clear-minded «Christians doubt
the wisdom of eintroducing Santa
Clauls into the life of the Child,
their contention is that it overshadows
the religious element of Christmas.
m At the same time, these same people
; are fond of Santa Claus; they know
from their own experiences how
happy He. has made Christmases for
them. The question is then: Where
; shall He be placed? How shall we
arrange sour Christmas festivities so
-ethat the Christ Child, Whose birth
we are celebrating, may have His
rightful place in the heart of the
ehild? Bear with me through these
' next three issues and possibly we
shall be 'helped.
; -Plrst of .all:
. Claus? A
Of course there is a Santa Claus,
v just as there are fairies, for He is
the vgreat Christmas fairy, just as
.surely, as there is love and friend-
v ship. Have you ever seen love? i\'o,
of course not. But you have seen His
-' expressions of love for children in the
d world in his generous giving at Christ-
mas time.
. Why does He come at Christmas
time? He comes then because he
wants every little hoy and girl to
know that He and all the world are
| happy and joyous because of the
greatest expression of. love the world
has ever.known, “God so loved the
world that He gavé His’ only begot-
. ten Son.”
f  Children .cannot think of just a
great big spirit of love. They must
. attach .their idea to something con-
crete; therefore, the big, gpod-nafur-
| |ed, loving Santa Claus, who has a
I; heart big enough for all, and

Is,there a Santa

~ diHiis cheeks are rosy as red cherries
ripe, ;
m H.is ears are as pink as can he;
‘erhaps you may hear his bells in the
- night,
But his face you never can see.”

What about all these Santas in the
stores, on the street corners and at
.Christmas parties; are they the real
Sahta Claus? No, they are just play-

WAR COMMISSION NOTES

: By The Rev. Hr. Henry B. Washburn.
At the meeting of the-Executive
-Committee of the War Commission
held on November 26 it was voted
that, the date, set for the- appeals for
* funds for the ensuing year would be
a Sunday, February 9. a
I have recently received the follow-
; ing information from Bishop. Perry,
overseas representative of the War
Commission of the Episcopal Church:

“With regard to the office of "th&
Red Cross 'Chaplains Bureau and of
the War Commission in Paris. The
order from- the War Department by
which the ..-Hospital Chaplains. jServ-
ice is taken over by the Army has
been so modified, that the Red Cro”s
Chaplains, who do not accept jcom
missions, Will (be allowed to continue
their service regardless of the actual
I termination of their term of enlist-
ment. This provision allows the Red
iCross 'Chaplains Bureau to retain the
services of between 25 and 30 .of our
personnel.

Sit is understood that the War Comr
mission has its office at 14 Wall
mStreet, New Yotkj that the Over-
seas Representative 'has his residence
in Paris with permission from the
Commander-in-Chief to  visit all
troops of the A. E. F., whenever his
services may be needed for Confirma-
tions, etc. The appointment of the
Rev. Arthur WAshburn as special
member of the Clergy staff of Holy
Trinity Parish, Paris, for war-time
work will be made on behalf of the
War Commission and upon the nomi-
nation of the Overseas Representa-
tive of the Commission.”

“The following Red Cross chap-
lains, who are Episcopalians, received

* commissions as chaplains in the reg-
ular army:

About Santa-Claus
ing Santa Claus to someone else by
expressing his love of giving.

The more the spirit of this great
idea is fostered and emphasized, the
more easily the child goes from the
concrete to the abstract and the more
beautiful will be his belief in spiritual
things as he grows from childhood
to adult life. A childi naturally per-
sonifies spiritual things.  Spiritual
things are weary real to him. Oh, let
us hold fast to this natural instinct
of the child. Let us not distort his
clear conceptions with our sordid mis-
givings of how he might be led astray
by them. It is only when adults make
Santa ClauS too, material and take
away from him his fairy-like quali-
ties,. th%t he becomes edangerous. Let
us use our imaginations a little with,
the children and believe in Santa
Claus ourselves. Our fears will then
turn into joys and Santa Claus will
only be the good Christmas ffiry, who
helps to ' make\ Christmas day the
happiest of all the year.

Questions.

M. 8.—At what age should & child

enter thei'.Church School? Is there
any great disadvantage in starting
him too soon? .
\ The courses outlined by the Gen-
eral Board of Religious Education in
the Christian Nurture Series, provide
for. children of four years of age.
This is the correct age for them to
enter the Church School. There are
disadvantages if they enter too young.
They acquire bad habits of conduct
because they are too young to meet
regular requirements. They are not
far enough developed to giain much
from the Jessons tau;ght\ It is quite
profitable often to have them take
part in the worship period.

A. B.—Can you suggest what mem-
bers of my Senior Glass in the Church
School might do in the way of Christ-
mas 'festivities?

.. Usually the members of the Senipr
Classes are deeply interested in- dra-
matics and the presentation of a mys-
tery play, dealing w the events
connected with our lords Nativity is
often a valuable activity for them.
R. IT. Benson’s “A .Mystery Play” is
very good, jas is also the 'Christmas
Pagent by the Rev. Carroll M. Bates.
The latter is published by The Wit-

Rev. R. B. T. Anderson, Rev. J. H.
Chapman, Rev. L. C. Kelley, Rev. M.
E. Peabody, Rev. H. W. Smith, Rev. F.
M. Wotherill, Rev. W. L. Wood, Rev.
A W. P. Wylie.

Word has been received that Chap-
lain Barrett P. Tyler, recently recd
tor of the Church of the Redeemer,
Morristown, New Jersey, at present
chaplain of the 325th infantry, has
been seriously wounded in action. The
Secretary of the War Commission has
received the following information
from Mrs. Tyler:;

;. “My ;~6ther4ndaw,..--wfio is Senior
Chaplain of the 82nd Division, wrote
me, that on October 28 my husband
was struck just above the' kpees by a
piece of an exploding shell. He was
moved from ithe first hospital to
one futher back from the line. (The
tirip Was very long, and he was near-
ly exhausted before they arrived.
The shock and loss of blood had been
so severe that" he was very near the
brink.”) They had to resort to trans-
fusion of blood to save his life, Paul,
(his brother) searched for him for
four days before he found 'him in the
Evacuation Hospital. The doctor, as-
sured him that the danger of infec-
tion was now over and that he would
recover slowly but entierly. He saw
him again November 1 and November
4 and was assured he was out of
danger.”

I [Between the Marne 'and the Vesle
rivers, from July 31 to August 6,1918,
during thé heavy fighting near the
Ourcq river,- Chaplain Thoimas E.
Swan, 125th Infantry, A. E. F., was
in the front lines at all times, under
heavy machine-gun and artillery fire,
throughout the day and night, com-
forting and aiding the wounded. On
one occasion he crossed a field 200
yards wide, under violent shell fire,:
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«to administer to two soldiers who had
been mortally wounded. In the opera-
tions near Mont Saint Martin he jcon-
tinually went back and forth over the
crest of the hill during heavy artillery
fire to care for the wounded. Home
address . Mrs. Thomas E. 'Swan, wife,
Saginaw, Mich.

List of Members of the War Commis-
sion of the Episcopal Church.

Rt. Rev. William Lawrence, D. D.,
Chairman, 122 Commonwealth, Ave-
nue, Boston, Mass’.

*Rit. Rev. Alfred Harding, D. D,
Cathedral Close, Washington, D. C.

Rt. Rev. Albion W. Knight, D. D,
Sewanee, Tenn.

*Rt. Rev. Johrf N. McCormick, D. D.,
43 Lafayette Avenue, Grand Rapids,
Mich.

*Rt. Rev. James DeWolf ePrry, D.
D., care of Morgan, Harjes & Co., 31
Boulevard H”ussman, Paris, Fiance.

*Rt. Rev. Theodore I. Reese, D. D.,
Chairman of the Executive Committte,
14 Wall Street, New York City.

Rt. Rev. Charles E. Woodcock, D.
D., Louisville, Ky.

Rev. W. Russell Bowie, D.. D., Rich-
mond, Va. '

Rev. James E. Freeman, D. D., 337
Oak Street,. Minneapolis, Minn.

Rev. William H Milton, D. D., Wil-
mington, N. C.

*Rev. John Mockridge, D. D., 2210
Sansome -Street, 'Philadelphia, Pa.

*Rev. Charles L. Slattery, D. D., 806
Broadway, New York 'City.

*Rev. George Craig Stewart, D. D.,
Evanston, 111

*Rev. eHnry B. Washburn, D. D>
Secretary of the Executive Commit-
tee: and of the,War Commission, 14
Wall Street, New York City. '

Rev. George E. Weld, Santa Bar-
bara, Calif. "

William D. Cleveland,
Texas.

Whitefoord R. Cole, Nashville, Tenn.

Houstonj

j1Norman H, Davis, 14 Wall jStreet,’

New York CiltyjljE
. Charles D. Dickey, 87 E. >Hlst Street,
New York City. |

John H. Glenn, 105 E. 22nd Street,
New York City.

Louis F. Monteagle, Royal Insur-
ance Bldg.i Pine and Sansome jSts.,
San Francisco, Calif.

*
& Co.,: Philadelphia, Pa. (Treasurer.)

*Mr. Charles Steele, 23 Wall 'Street,
New York City.

Henry. Thompson, care of U. iS. Fin-
ishing Co., 320 Broadway, New’ York
City;

Rt, Rev. Wilson R. Stearley, D. D,
60. Berkeley Avenue, Newark, N. J.

"*Monell 'Sayre,' 14 Wall 'Street, New
York City.

*Edward Hi Bonsall, Land Title &
Trust Company, Philadelphia, Pa.

"Denotes members of Executive
Committee. ..

. Dont forget to include among your
Christmas gifts a subscription to The
Witness.

Arthur E. Newbold, care of Dyaxel Marshall

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
G F. S A

The Central jCouncil of the Girls’
Friendly Society in America held its
Thirty-iSecond Annual meeting in
New York City on .the 20th and 21st
of November. Although, owing to
the epidemic in October, there was a
postponed meeting, the attendance
was larger than the average. Of-
ficers and representatives of the So-
ciety were present from Los Angeles,
California, Michigan, as well as from
other nearby Dmceses. The Corpo-
rate Communion of the Society was
held in the Church of the‘Epiphany
one Wednesday morning Tyith Bishop
Courtney as celebrant. Bishop Burch
Opened the jCouncil with prayers and
an address of welcome. .

The Society in general has lost by
death many valued associates during
the year and letters of sympathy
were sent to the families of Mrs.
Townsend, the Foundress of the So-
ciety in England, Mrs. Martin, Presi-
dent of the Canadian G. F. .S, Miss
mMary Benson, a Life Member of the
American (Council, Miss Niebuhr,
Miss Houston, and Mrs. George Linds-
ley Burr.

(Subjects of importance were free-
ly discussed at the meetings and
some instances decisive action taken.
In adopting a New jConstitution,
members may now be given a vote in
Diocesan Councils, and if the diocese
so orders, the vote is not limited to
communicants of the Church. A
change in Centré! Rule Il was pro-
posed. This subject is so vital to the
work of the organization that no vote
was cast upon it at this time. The
mSociety will” consider it in .all its
bearings for one year when the mat-
ter will again be presented and voted
upon. Biennial instead of annual
meetings will now be held and Proy-
incial Conferences are ordered. Great
‘interest was shown fin the work,ac-
complished through the War Emer-
gency jCommittee with Mrs. Harold
Browne of Newport; Chairman. The
«officers were, with two exceptions re-
elected. . Mrs.; F. W. Sibley of De-
troit is again President. It is a mat-
ter of regret that the Vice-iPresidents
of the 'Second and Fifth Provinces,
and Mrs. *Gregory,
were unable to continue in office.

The meetings were held in the Par-
ish rooms of the Church of the Epi-
phany. Luncheons and teas jwere
served in the New York Diocesan of-
fice and the Epiphany Church rooms.
Mrs. George A. Hebne gave a recep-
tion in her own home to the Central
Council and all visiting and Dioeesan
associates. Miss Hadley, President of
the New York organization, .gave a
dinner, to the Exeteutivé Committee,
G. F. S. A, at the City Glub. /¢

Your own subscription and five
other subscriptions for The Witness
as Christinas gifts—all for five dol-
lars. 1.1
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PERSONALS.

An unofficial announcement (was.
recently made of the death of Major
Hill, a faithful communicant of St.
John’s Cathedral, Quincy, 111 He en-
tered the war as Colonel of the Fifth
Illinois Regiment, and was promoted
to the rank of Brigadier General.
When the army was reorganized in
France, he was given honorable dis-
charge, but immediately enlisted as a
major. He had a month of active
fighting before his death.

Former Attorney General of the
United States, Hon. George W. Wick-
ersham, gave an address in the
Church of the Holy Communion, New
York, on Thanksgiving Day.

Among the prominent speakers for
Armenian and Syrian relief who will
take part in the December and Janu-
ary speaking tours are John H. Fin-
ley, Ambassador Elkus, Henry Mor-
genthau, Stephen S. Wise, Charles
Aked, Oswald Garrison Villard, S.
Parkes Cadman, Governor W. L. Har-
ding of lowa, Goyernor Arthur Cap-
per of Kansas, Gov. Cox of Ohio, and
Gov. Edge of Nevi- Jersey.

Mr William H..Jones, Junior War-
den for some years past of Grace
Church, Grand Rapids, Mich., has
been advanced to the office of Senior
Warden, succeeding the late Hon. Ja-
cob Kleinhans. M. Edgar W. Hunt-
ing ,a member of the Vestry and also
Secretary, was unanimously chosen by
the Vestry to take Mr Jones’ place
as Junior Warden.

The Rev. George ‘'Pauli Torrence
Sargent completed thetfifth year of
his rectorship of the parish on Ad-
vent Sunday.

The whole. of Kansas is inflicted
with the epidemic of influenza. “We
in Western Kansas are jsuffering with
the rest of the state,”-writejs Bishop
Sage Ofthe Missionary District of Sa-
fina. “Indeed, if anything, the epi-
demic seems more prevalent in our
towns and villages. For two months
nany of our churches have been
closed by order of the health authori-
ties. Our guilds and organizations
have been unable to meet. Much
sickness prevails in every station. It
ooks as though there might be an-:
other month or two before the dis-
ease is, stamped out. In consequence
of this state of affairs, after consul-
tation with the clergy and others, the
Bishop has reached the conclusion,
though very reluctantly, that It would
al unwise-to attempt to convene the
Convocation in January, as planned.”

If you subscribe for The -Witness
as a Christmas gift to some friend,
we send a rfotice which will be receiv-
ed by your friend, about Christmas
Day.

CHRISTMAS GIFTS

for Church, Clergy and Laity

Framed and Unframed Pictures

Church Furnishings
of Gold, Silver, Brass, Bronze, Marble, Wood
HONOR ROLLS and TABLETS

STAINED GLASS
made after the Antique Method

SPAULDING & CO.

Michigan Ave. and Van Buren St.

CHICAGO
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EDITORIAL

A COMMON DENOMINATOR.

The war drives have taught us the value of psychology in accom-
plishing the most astonishing results.

By-arousing public sentiment, sby visualizing the great need, by
stimulating affection for the boys over there, by appealing to public
spirit, the administration succeeded in unifying the nation, in securing a
practically unanimous support, in accomplishing the impossible.

Not only did the'public loan and give money, but they fasted at the
government’s request, they gave personal servite when needed, they even
to a certain extent broke through the rigid lines of caste which form
impassable barriers in social action.

It was an illustration of effective work by the power of suggestion
and example.

Back of these elements, there was not an academicjj theory but an
imperative”™ need.

The imperative need produced this solidarity of action, and it was
the business of the administration to visualize this need, and make the
people see its force. Public opinion was the police force that carried
out the program. . ' >$ .

. It is here that the Church may learn its lesson.

If you could array all the forces which accept Christ as their
Master, in a common effort we would have behind us the most power-
ful influence in the nation to combat not merely the world, the flesh and
the Devil, but also to oppose those irresponsible theorists who are try-
ing to undermine the principle of constitutional government.

The government used the religious forces oT the nation in its
various drives and it succeeded in unifying them fot the common pur-
pose.

It did this because it had an appeal strong enough to make them
forget their differences so that Roman Catholic and Protestant, Jew
and Gentile worked cheek by jowl for the common cause.

| The government used the churches because it realized that religion
was a dynamic power'and that if it could be harnessed into effective team
work its-moral force was irresistible. And so it proved.

But in the moral and spiritual ends for which Christ lived and the
Church exists, we are unable to so mobilize the forces of righteousness
because of miuual jealousies and traditional differences.

In short the government could do for the Church that which the
Church could not do for itself, because in patriotism it found a com-
mon denominator into which all the mixed and improper fractions could
be resolved.

Is it not well for the Church to consider whether there is not a
similar common denominator of a similar character that we could use
for fighting the Devil as we founcTit for fighting the Hun?

What then is this common denominator?

If The U. S. Government had started from the basis of a political
party and said, we are going to fight this war as a democratic party
measure, it would have aroused the partisan prejudice and divided the
nation into irreconcilable factions.

But is not this just where the Christian religion in this nation is
making a mistake in its crusade against the evil one.

We start all our plans of unification on the fulcrum of doctrinal
opinion, and not on-the basis of the common need. ,

We begin at the.wrong end, as even Mr. Wilson fou.nd when he
tried to get the people to back the Democratic party in the recent Con-
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gressional elections. He forgot the broad principles on which the war
had been fought; and unconsciously, perhaps, implied that only demo-
crats could give the nation a patriotic support. It was a grave psycholo-
gical mistake. If he had said,/‘Return only loyal, patriotic,Congress-
men, irrespective of party lines,” he would have had, | imagine* his
own party iii power in Congress. Even democrats objected to being
told how they must vote.

1 We have begun our plans for Church unity by trying to get the
people together on the basis of doctrinal unity. It cannot be done,
and all the highbrows in the country could not get themselves together
on any academic principle of unity.

Why not begin our plans of Church unity on the basis of a common
need, and in working lor that common need, let the common people
come gradually to realize the need of a common unity.

Nor should this involve the sacrifice of a single principle -which
any of us hold to be precious. mm

_There are common foes which we should all attack, and which in
attacking should cause all the religious forces of this nation to present
a united front. m

There are certain evils that are destroying the spiritualjife of the
jnation, and these evils by attacking us separately are in an increasing
degree demanding that all the servants of Christ should unite in op-
posing them, irrespective of the doctrinal differences that separate us,
for they are sapping the spiritual forces of the young in this natio#.

Let us retain if need be our ecclesiastical states, and find in some
federal unity, such a force as will effectively meet our common enemy.

What are these hostile forces? It is not the liquor problem. That
seems to be in the process of solution, but it is the social problem rather
which now confronts us, and against which we should confront all the
forces that make for righteousness.

The first need of public sentiment that confronts us is that of a
|general public recognition of our dependence upon God.

Public worship is something more than a matter of individual
taste. It is rather a matter of national righteousness.

This was Tecognized by our Puritan forefathers, but they made
the psychological mistake of trying to achieve it by force.

It should have been left to public opinion.

Instead of passing laws to make the worship of God compulsory,

we should quietly set to work by united action to make it the decent
thing to go to church, and a part of the program for national safety.

When you consider that 80 per cent, of the people of Oklahoma
are not church goers, you may perceive that there,is some job before you,
yet the percentage is no larger than that of those who did-not give to
the Red Cross before the War.

The greatest danger to our national existence today is that of the
godless triumph of the proletariat. The larger the number of the
unchurched, the larger is the constituency that is the prey of political
demagogues.

The ultra-radicals are equally hostile to the intellectual, the indus-
trious, the artistic, as they are to religion. *

There is no truth, no beauty, no goodness in the world which they

In place of these fundamentals they would erect an altar to reason;
+—not reason in the abstract, but reason as reflected by distorted mirrors.

The public recognition of God in any form is the one enemy to
their cause that the Bolsheviki have not dared to throttle, not from
any sense of reverence, but from fear for the result.

If we would’rally to the cause of true democracy, let us produce
a public opinion that will demand that men recognize that there is a
God above who is the source of order.

m_et us not attempt to control their theology but let us rather at-
tempt to aroifse their devotion.to God as they see Him.

Any God is better than chaos, and any man who persistently neglects
to serve the God whom he accepts’ is a practical atheist and potential
anarchist. <m S"X W\

AKin to this crusade for a public recognition of God, there should be
a movement to make blasphemy indecent.

No one who associates with promiscuous assemblies of young men
in colleges and workshops but must realize the prevalence of profanity.

These young men, who sit in the seat of the scornful, are not
merely irreligious, they are lacking' in patriotism for they are helping
to swell the mob, who reverence nothing but the fine exhibition of their
own passions.

Whatever may have been tjieir private convictions, and they are
various, the founders of this republic and the great men who have
perpetuated it were God-fearing men.

It is not- our Presidents, and our Judges, and our honorable men
that indulge in profanity, but rather our sewer-rats, our criminals and
the supporters of the I. W- W.

These form the various nuclei around which are assembling the
groups who control the ’destinies of the nation.

When you make the worship of God an act of patriotism and curs-
ing an act of treachery in the public mind, you will have done more
for the future welfare”™of this nation, than you already have done in
whipping the Hun.

I For like all great "republics our most dangerous foes are those
of our own household Whg have substituted license for liberty.

- i/here is one more plank in, this platform of a common denomina-

tor for all religious forces.
{ (Continued on page 5)
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STUDIES IN THE ACTS

“And fear came upon every soul:
and many signs and wonders were
done by the Apostles. And all that
believed were together and had all
things common and sold their posses-
sions and goods and parted them to
every man as every man had need.”—
Acts 1. 43-45.

That period immediately following
the Day of Pentecost wias an unusual
period in the life of the Christian
Church. That fullness of grace Which |
took possession of Christians by rea-
son of .the outpouring of God’s Holy,
Spirit gave to them all such a real
faith that all things seemed possible
to 'them.

And according to their faith, so it
was unto them. Thefe can be no
question but that faith is -a mighty
power when it is not hampered by
doubt, and these men could not doubt
because of the things that they had
seen and heard, as well as the gift
that they had received.”

This exuberance®of spiritual power
manifested itself during the freshness
of the' Church’s youth' in unus,ual
and marvelous ways.

First. xBy endowing them with the
power to work miracles.

Second. By inspiring them in an
extraordinary degree to share with
one another their material wealth.

That this was not a permanent
characteristic of the .
Church may be gathered from the
subsequent story of the Church in
the Book mf Acts.

As time went on miracles were less
and less a part of the Church’s
power, and those who had posses-
sions usedthem by ~
gifts.

As St. Peter said to Ananias,
“Whilst it remained was it not thine
own? And after it was sold was it
not in thine own power?”

And St. Paul nowhere lays upon
Christians the obligation of sharing
goods in a common stock, but rather
“Charge them who are rich in this
world, that they be
tribute.”

These charismata, as they are
called, were attestations of an un-
usual spiritual exaltation rather
than a permanent condition of Chris-
tian life.

In speaking of miracles, there are

Christian..

ready to dis-v

three words used in the New Testa- .

ment which give ws* three aspects of
their significance:

First. They are called wonders
(Greek, Terata), that is something
which arouses attention in the act.

Second. Powers (Greek, dunameis),
that is something which requires
ability 'and force to produce..

Third. Signs.  (Greek, semeia),
that is something which teaches a
spiritual truth.

And no miracle of our Lord or of
the Apostles can be separated from
any one of these aspects.

They were not merely wonders to
astonish, nor powers “to  show
strength, but they were always signs
as well to convey spiritual meaning.

This separates them from the pue-
rile miracles of the apocryphal gos-
pels or of the meaningless wonders of
the middle ages, or the mercenary
'healing of modern charlatans.

9% here wlas a dignity and meaning
in all of these miracles.
, “In order that you may know that
t"e jSon of jMan on earth hath power
to forgive sins, therefore | say unto
you, arise and walk.”

The miracle of the gospel was per-
formed to aiid our. Lord in His spiri-
tual mission. He did not heal the
sick nor raise the dead merely for
the purpose of adding a few more
years to. comparatively unimportant
lives, hut in order that He might dem-
onstrate His power to forgive sins
and to raise the dead unto eternal
life. A

Miracles in the New Testament
were a means to an end, not an end
in themselves. And that end was
the purpose for which 'Christ came,
that those who helieve, might have
eternal life.

And as such they had a place in
the beginning of the Gospel when the
Master needed to he accredited among
men. Greater things than these have
been achieved by the Christian
Church, since she has demonstrated
her power to regenerate the lives of
men. Today many people who fear
sickness and death are trying to find
In some cult a means of escaping pain
and prolonging material comfort.
This use of the miraculous is merely
a temporary anaesthetic, and has no

(Continued on page 7)
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CURRENT EVENTS IN
THE AMERICAN CHURCH

Do you enjoy The Witness? So
would some friend ,if you send it as
a 'Christmas present.

Bishop Murray, of Maryland,
President of the Browince of Wash-
ington, has appointed Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 2nd to 7th, both inclusive, ioi-
the postponed Synod of the Province,
to meet in the city of Baltimore.

The Chapel of St. Francis of Assisi
for the use of Italians and Americam
at Brookline, Mass., 'the erection of
-which was made possible- by the gift
of $15,000 by Mr. and Mrs. Wm. H.
Lincoln, was dedicated bn Thanks-
giving Day by Bishop Lawrence.

During the past year 625 children
were received as patients in the Dio-
cesan Children’s Hospital at Cincin-
nati, Chip. An average of forty-
seven children were under the Care
of the hospital each day in the year,
at a cost for each child of $1.57 per
day. It is the only institution of its
kind in the city.

Bishop jRhinelander, of Pennsylva-
nia, has. asked the Church people of
his diocese to erect “a great cathe-
dral church, a temple of Gods peace,
a house of prayer for all God’s peo-
ple” on the cathedral site in Phila-
delphia; and states that “some are
already thinking and speaking of it as
a fitting memorial of what God has
done in giving us victory.”

A series of historical tableaux were
beautifully given by St. Martha’s
School at Knoxvdvlle, 111, in celebrat-
-ing the Illinois Centennial. In.honor
of the Rev. Dr. Leffingwell, who
claims descent from Pocahontas, a
play, “The Romance of Pocahontas
and Captain John Smith,” was artis-
tically given by the'English classes.

According to the latest available fig-
ures, the religions of the world are
divided as follows: Christians, 564,-
510,000; Confucianists and Taoists,
300,830,000; Mohammedans, 222,825,-
000; Hindus, 210,540,000; Animists,
158,270,000; Buddhists, 138,031,000;
Shintoists, 25,000,000; Jew's, 12,205,-
000; unclassified, 15,280,000.—Peo-
ple’s Home Journal.

By invitation of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States, repre-
sentatives of nine religious bodies
met in Philadelphia last week and
considered the proposal of the Pres*
' byterian General Assembly for' *“or-
ganic union of thé evangelical church-
es in America.”  Resolutions- were
approved recommending the appoint-
m'ent of an inter-denpminational com-
mittee, to be composed of one member
for every 500,000 communicants from
every evangelical church in jthe coun-
try, who will serve as delegates at
large at a council to be held,in 1920.
The Rev. Dr. Wilbur Chapman said:
/ “This is the most significant step the
Church has taken since the reforma-
tion. The action of the congress will
/be a landmark toward world democ-
racy. Although the resolutions ap-
proved today will have to be ratified,
the -churches are practically united.
The federation was born the moment
we adopted the resolutions.”

‘A quiet day for women was com-
ducted at St. Paul’s Church, Wash-
ington, D. C. (the Rev. Robert Tal-
bot, D. D., rector), by the Rev. Mc-
Veigh Harrison, O. H. C., Friday,
December  6th. The printed an-
nouncement reminds the Women, of
the parish that, “During thg 'strain
and stress of war, when our hearts
are full of anxiety, our souls feel
more than ever the need of inward
peace and strength which may be
found in quietness and in union with
Christ. ‘Come ye apart into a desert
place and rest awhile.”” The rule
of silence was kept during the day,
and the'following was the order of the
program:  Holy Communion, 7:30
a. m.; Matins, 10:00 a. m.; first jad-
dress, 10:30 a. m.; intercessions,
12 m.; second address, 12:80 p. m.;
luncheon for the Bishop, clergy and
invited‘guests, 1:30 p. m.; third ad-
dress, 3:00 p. m.; Even Song, 4::00
p, m. On the previous evening the
Rev. Fr. Harrison gave a talk, illus-
trated by lantern slides, upon the
work carried on amongst the whites
in the Tennessee mountains.

By the will of the late Hon. Jacob
Kleinhans, Grace Church, Grand Rap-
ids, Mich., will receive $10,000 for its
Endowment fund after the death of
Mrs. Kleinhans.

The first edition of five thousand
copies of Rbmaha Booklets, No. 1, on
“Churchgoing,” by the Very Rev. R.
Marshall Harrison, D. D.,. rector of
St. Paul’s Church, Belingham, Wash.,
and Dean of Whatcom, was com-
pletely exhausted within one month of
publication.

The Ven. Wm. H. Hardin, Arch-
deacon of the Convocation of Char-
lotte, Diocese of North Carolina,
writes:  “The Witness has become
with us a household necessity; in-
deed, | consider it one of the very
best weekly Church papers published,
and | trust it may receive the endorse-
ment and support of our people every-
where, which it so richly deserves.”

The Zionist Organization of Amer-
ica will jsend at an early date repre-
sentatives to Europe. to deal with
questions concerning the movement
there. Dr. Stephen S. Wise has
been appointed Chairman of the first
group to go, which will include Mrs.
Joseph Fels, of New York; Louis
Robinson, of New York; Dr. Lewis
and Bernard Flexner, of Chicago.

The American Church Building
Fund Commission, at its meeting on
November ¢1, 1918, held at the
Chuch Missions House, New York
City granted a loan of $3,000 to St
Sigfrid’s Parish, St. Paul, Minnesota,
and gifts amounting to $1750 were
granted for St. Michaels Parish
House, Wuchang, China; St. Philip’s
Mission Church, Fayetteville, North
Carolina; St.  Michael’s Parish
House, Auburn, Maine, jand - King
Hall Parish House, Norman, Okla-
homa’; V .

The American Thanksgiving Day
was celebrated in England as never
before, according to reports in the
daily press. In London, at the Church
for the Army and Navy, Bishop
James De Whblfe Perry, of Rhode
Island, preached the sermon and took
part in the service. Foreign Secre-
tary Balfour, the Earl of Reading,
British Ambassador to the United
States, Earl Curzon, and American,
French, Italian, Japanese and Chi-
nese diplomats were present. Four
hundred British sailors were the
hosts of 400 American tars at dinner,
followed in the afternoon by -a foot-
ball game.

The Order of the Gold Star, an Or-
der intended to perpetuate the Mem-
ory of the men and women who have
given their lives for their country in
the service of the United States or
the Ailed Armies, has been organized
in Omaha, Nebraska, by the Rector
of All (Saints* Church, Rev. T. J.
Mackay. This" Order has been incor-
ported and is now ready to grant
charters to anyone desiring to form
such an organization in any part of
the country. It is hoped that by this
order those who have suffered from
the war ‘'will be brought into closer
companionship and sympathy. Infor-
mation desired will be furnished on
application to Rev. T. J. Mackey, All
Saints’ Rectory, Omaha, Nebraska.

With appropriate services through-
out the week, Trinity Church, Ta-
koma Parish, Washington,’ D. C,,
celebrated its twenty-fifth janniver-
sary, beginning on tpe Sunday next
before Advent, November 24th. At
the morning service the rector, the
Rev. Christian Martin Young, preach-
ed the sermon, 'taking for his theme,
“The Record and the Opportunity of
the Parish.”  Mr. William C. Beck
read a historical paper at the evening
service, which was followed by a so-
cial hour with refreshments in the
Parish Hall.  On Tuesday, the 2th
ult., the chureh building was conse-
crated at 11 a. m. by the Rt. Rev.
Alfred Harding, D. D., Bishop of
Washington. The sermon was delivt
ered by the Rev. Henry Allen Gif-1,
fith, the first rector of the Parish.'
Many of the clergy of the diocese
were present and congratulations
were heartily offered for the accom-
plishment of freeing the parish from
debt. 1

fil WITHISS

Eighty thousand Sunday Schools,
with a total enrollment of fifteen mil-
lion have been reached by the appeal
of the Sunday School War Council
for enlistments in the two million
dollar  Christmas campaign for
relief of children in the Near East.
Many schools will give up their own
Christmas treat for the sake of the
suffering children in the land of Bible
story, now happily released from
bondage to the Turk. Other schools
will take .their offering on some ap-
propriate Sunday in January, such as
the Armenian Christmas, January
19th.

A very interesting meeting of the
Dubuque Deanery, Diocese of lowa,
of which the Rev. Dr."Campbell, of
Cedar. Rapids, lowa, is the dean, was
held at Cedar Falls, the seat of the
lowa State Normal School, the latter
part of November. The Rt. Rev. Dr.
Theodore N. Morrison, Bishop of the
Diocese; the Rt. Rev. Dr. Harry. S.
Longley, Bishop Coadjutor; the Rt.
Rev. Dr. Sheldon M. Griswold, Suf-
fragan Bishop of Chicago; the Dean;
Mr. C. D. Jones, of Independence, a
prominent layman of the Diocese of
lowa, and others, took part in the
program jarranged for the several ses-
sions. The new church, rebuilt under
the administration of the Rev. John
C. Cole, who also has charge of the
work at Waverly, where he resides,
was consecrated in connection with
the Deanery meeting. Bishop Gris-
wold conducted a "quiet day for the
clergy.' .'

- The Rev. Herbert Percy Hames, of
New York City, expresses the hope
that after the period of reconstruc-
tion his proposed new Perpetual Cal-
endar, which provides that all vaca-
ion days, except Christmas and New
Year’s, shall, for the most part, be on
Mondays, and anniversaries always oh
the siame day of the week, may be
generally adopted. He takes one day
off the 365, making it a general holi-
day, calling it New Year’s Day. He
divides the year into thirteen months
of four weeks e'ach. -Sunday always
falls on the 1st, 8h, 15th and 22nd
days of each month, and the numbers
of the other days of the week are also
fixed, so that the calendar for one
month is not changed for »the other
months of the year, and the calendar
for one year is good for all the years
that follow. Christmas remains on
the 25th day of December, but always
falls on a Wednesday, and Easter
Day always falls on the third «Sunday
in April. The calendar makes no pro-
vision for movable feasts. An article
in the magazine section of jSunday
papers states that Mr. Hames has re-
ceived a great deal of encouragement
from the Government, from Universi-
ties, societies and prominent individ-
uls everywhere, and that a, well-
known group of educators are pushing
the adoption of the calendar.  Mr.
Hames* is a clergyman of the Church,
doing supply and literary work.

In connection with the appointment
of Hon." Henry White on the Peace
Commission, the New York Times re-
calls several incidents of interest
which occurred during Mr. White’s
residence in Paris, when Ambassador
to France from this country, arid
quotes a Paris newspaper as follows:

Another event in M/. White’s offi-
cial residence in Paris was the mar-
riage on April 29, 1909, of his daugn-
ter, Miss Muriel White, to Count
Herman Roger Hans C.hristow Se-
heer-Thoss, eldest son and heir of the
Count Seheer-Thoss of Dobrap, Prus-
sian Silesia, one of the hereditary
peers of Prussia, and owner of vast
estates, two castles, and a famous
house in Berlin. The bridegroom was
at that time a member of the Royal
Prussian Cuirassiers, jand press dis-
patches telling of the wedding in i
Joseph’s 'Roman 'Catholic Church de-
scribed the count as wearing the
White uniform of the Imperial Cuirass
siers at the ceremony.

Ambassador White did not attend
the wedding of his daughter to the
count. It was explained that Mr.
White absented himself from the
service as a protest against the atti-
tude of the Roman Catholic ecclesi-
astical authorities in refusing to per-
mit. the service of the Anglican
Church in addition to that of the Ro-
man Church.
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EDITORIAL.—Continued.
And that plank is that a man to be a decent citizen must render

some form of service.

. We are confronted with the problem of workingmen who think
more of the amount of their wages than they do of the character of

their work; and also of capitalists

who think more of the amount of

their dividends than they do of the use to which they put them.
The two are birds of the same feather.

The irresponsible Worker of the World and the Irresponsible
Waster of Wealth, form a combination of Turk and Prussian w;ho seek
to dominate the world for their own selfish aggrandizement.

Let both be reprobated by decent public opinion and be made to
feel the approbium of general contempt, for they are breeders of an-
archy in America as they have been in Russia.

Why can we not have a combined force of all religious convictions
to enter upon a crusade against these sources of national weakness."

;. Gratitude,

Reverence and Service are qualities that make the

Christian gentleman as well as the patriotic American.

They are also the most effective antidote for Bolshevikism.

Let us form a society in which patriotism and religion combine for
the preservation of constitutional liberty.

Russia is in the hands of the Bolsheviki today, not because Russia
wants them, nor because they are in the majority, but because having
a definite program they were ready to step in and get possession of
the instruments of force which they misuse so cruelly.

| It is the disorganization of forces of righteousness that make
them a prey to the lusts of the undisciplined prbletariat.

Today in America we have an organized socialism, ready to step
in at any emergency with a ready-made program for handling the situa-

tion.

Should there not be an organized force created to form a public
sentiment yfhlch would nullify these machinations, by teaching people
a reverence for law, order and constituted authority?

And shall we not organize public opinion to accomplish this result?

THANK YOU.
As the Government requests publishers to send their
newspapers to those only whose subscriptions are paid in ad-"

varice”* we have taken pains to send a subscription statement to
all our readers whose subscriptions are over due or will be-
come due before January i, 1919. We are very much grati-

fied at the.prompt response and the “good words
Many have thanked us for continuing The
Witness and have expressed regret at their oversight.

with!remittances.

that come

A very

few have for one reason or another requested us to"discontinue,

and ask for bill to date.

We hope within the next few days to

hear from those who have not replied, and if any of them
must discontinue-their subscription, it will save an extra letter
if they will enclose a remittance at the rate of three cents a
week from the time the subscription expired until the present

We are more convinced than ever of the wisdom of our
effort to furnish ""Church people with a weekly paper full of

instructive and inspirational
Dollar a year.

reading matter for only One
This could not be done in .these times except

for the fact that all connected with its management do so with-

out persona™ compensation.

It is to them a labor of love to

supply a need in the Church, and it is pleasant to know that so.

many Church families giye us

their cordial support. If you

have not as yet responded to the, statement will you not kindly
send the amount to the publisher, Hobart, Indianii, by an early

mail.

On’ Sunday, November 24th, 1918,
Grace Church, Jamaica, New York
City, held a service which ha's at-
tracted much notice. Wishing to give
expression of the high esteem in
which'the members of the parish hold
their conquering heroes and to ren-
der thanks to the Almighty for having
raised them up in the hour of need, a
Praise Service was set for the morn-
ing of November 24th. The mem-
bers of the Men’s Club undertook a
canvass for information and invita-
tion preliminary to 'the day itself.
Effort wa's made to secure a complete
list of every person engaged in Na-
tional service, together with branch
of service, rating, honors won, and
other details pertaining to an accurate
account of those wearing uniforms.
Parents and near relatives were in-
vited and urged-to attend in & body
and occupy a reserved section at the
front of the 'Church. Friends and
parishioners were apprised of the un-
dertaking and requested to show their
appreciation by attendance. .Special
music was prepared, and a special
preacher was secured. We were for-
tunate in securing the Rev. Howland
S. Nichols, a chaplain who had seen
duty at Gamp Upton The parish
Service Flag, displaying ninety-five
blue stars, two silver stars and one
gold star, was hung in the front por-
tion of the Church, near the pulpit.
While telling a fairly accurate tale,
it is felt that the flag is not as yet
gmplete, since some of the parents
jailed to send information relative to

eir jsons. We are confident that the
ompleted quota will be one hundred,

uring the service the rector read the
st as compiled, and divided the total

to several interesting groups, tell-
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ing how many families had four in
service, how many three, how many
of the boys jare officers, and an inter-
esting note about the lone gold star,'—
mnhich belongs to a boy who died in
his fourth year of jservice in the Navy,
—first to go and first to be rewarded.
Nothing spectacular was attempted.
Simplicity and dignity were observed
throughout. Dr. Nichols’ theme, do-
ing honor to the dead and the absent
ones, was at the same time a clarion
call for the future of our heroes and
for ourselves that we must all go for-
ward “sans peur et jsans reproche,”
bearing Liberty’s ideals under the
protection and in the name of the
Cross of 'Christ. These are on the
Honor Roll: Three majors, two cap-
tains, nine lieutenants, four ser-
geants and four corporals. ,,

A tiny four-year-old was spending
a night away, from home.

At night she knelt at her hostess’
knee to say her prayers expecting the
usual prompting.

Finding Mrs. B. unable to help her
out, she concluded thus:

“Please God, ’sense me. | cant re-
member my prayers( and 1’'m staying
with a lady that dont know any.”

A Chinese Christian asked Arch-
deacon Moule how many clergymen
there were in England. Archdeacon
Moule asked how many he thought
there were. “It is a little island,” he
replied; “perhaps there are a thou-
sand.” He was told, “More than
twenty thousand.” “Then,” said he,
“you can easily spare a thousand for
China.” E I
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CHICAGO LETTER

iiie teV. Albert E. Selcer.

Epiphany Parish Celebrates Golden
Jubilee, <

The festivities connected with the
Fiftieth Anniversary of the found-
ing of the Church of the Epiphany in
Ashland Avenue, West Side, were
begun on the morning of the First
Sunday in Advent. A celebration of
the Holy Communion, with special
preparation of messengers for the
Advent Call, was held in the Chapel
early in the morning. 'A special serv-
ice of Baptism of children was held
during the morning. The Rt. Rey,
Charles iP. Anderson, DD., the Bishop
of the Diocese was the preacher at
the Anniversary Service at midday.
A large class was confirmed at this
service. The Bishop’s subject was
“mEpiphany’s Fiftieth Anniversary.”
On Monday, the Clergy of the Dio-
cese of Chicago were the guests of
the Parish at a luncheon held in the
Parish House. The Rev. James S.
Stone, D.D., the Rector of St. James’
Church, acted as toastmaster, and in-
troduced as the first speaker of the
day the Rev. John Henry Hopkins,

D.D., of the Church of the Redeemer,
who was Rector of the Parish for a
decade, from April, 1899, to January,
1909, when he resigned to take up

the work of the Secretary of the
Fifth Department. Dr. Hopkins urg-
ed that all the clergy present, request
the older members of the Parish who
are now scattered among the parishes
of the Diocese be requested to make
it a rule to send at least one dollar
as a birthday offering each year to be
added to the Endowment Fund. This
rule is now being observed by present
day members. Dr. Houkins was fol-
lowed by the Rev. George B. Pratt,
who served the Parish many years
ago as Assistant. Mr. Pratt’s ad-
dress was delightful, giving .the
.younger men among the clergy a pic-
ture of life among the churches in the
“old days” when Epiphany was
young. The Rev. Herbert W. Prince',
the present Rectorj spoke of the En-
dowment Fund, and of the present
day work of the Parish, and its spe-
cific call to intensive work on the
populous “West Side.” This Parish
belongs to a small circle of churches
of various religious bodies, which
minister to what is said to be the
largest group of professional stu-
dents congregated in any cjty of
the world. These students are
in attendance for the most part
at the Various medical and den-
tal colleges clustering about the enor-
mous 'Cook County Hospital. The
Rev. James Malcolm VanZandt, who
during his student days at the West-
ern Theological Seminary, was Lay
Assistant of the Parish, spoke of Epi-
phany’s influence upon his own life
and work.

On Tuesday evening the anual Parr-
ish bazaar and supper was held. This
was the means of bringing, together
many of the old parishioners, who are
now scattered throughout the city
and suburbs, for a home-coming.. On
Wednesday evening, the choir, under
the able leadership of Francis Hem-
ington, Mus- Doc., the organist and
choirmaster for many years, held a
delightful entertainment.

Thursday evening was known as
“Endowment night.” A reception
was given to former and present
members of the Parish, and to the
Reverend Clergy. The Rector, Mr.
Prince, told of the remarkable prog-
ress which had been made in the mat-
ter of raising the endowment. The
Rector and Vestry trust that with
the impetus given by the Golden Jubi-
lee, they may find the task of raising
an Endowment Fund of $100,000' a
not impossible task. The Rt. Rev.
Theodore Nevin  Morrison, D.D,,
Bishop of lowa, who was Rector for
more than twenty years, was an hon-
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The Rev. Richard F. iSWeet, Decem-
ber, 1868, to November, 1871.

The Revi. Charles Maxwell Fox,
LLID., April, 1871, to September,

The list of Rectors who have serv-
ed the Parish is as follows:

1871. The Rectorship of “bhe Rev.
Dr. Fox Was cut short by his death.

The Rev. Charles H. W. Stocking,
D.D., February, 1872, to August, 1875.

The Rev. Benjamin A. Rogers, D.D,,
September, 1875, to March, 1876. .

The Rev. Theodore N. Morrison,
D.D., December, 1876,| to January,
1899.

The Rev. John Henry Hopkins,
D.D., April, 1899, to January, 1909.

The Rev. Lyman Powell McDonald,
D.D., February, 1969, to October,
1910. .

The ReV. Franklin Cole4Sherman,
January, 1911, to April, 1913.

The Rev. Herbert William Prince,
October, 1913.

Dr. Stewart Returns.

IThe Rev. George Craig Stewart,
D.D., the Rector of St. Luke’s Churdh,
Evanston, who has been serving as
Red Grogs Chaplain at Army Evacua-
tion Hospital No. 6, which was locat-
ed variously at Meaux, Chateau
Thierry, and Squally (between St.

ored guest'at the reception. The Rt. Mihiel and Verdun), France, between
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Rev. Samuel Fallows, D.D., L.L.D., July 26th and October 30th, has re

the Bishop of the Synod of Chicago of
thé Reformed Episcopal Church, arid
the Rev. Martin T. Hardin, D.D., were
also honored guests of the evening.

Friday was.observed as “Consecra-
tion Day for Workers.” There Was
an early celebration at" seven o’clock
in the. morning, and a special service
with an address by the Rector in the
afternoon. A special *“ConSecratipn
Service” was held at eight in the eve-
ning, at which time the Rev. John
Henry Hopkins, D.D., was the speak-
er.., The festivities concluded with
the closing festival service, and.ser-
mon by Bishop Morrison on the Sec-,
ond Sunday in Advent.

The present Rector of the Parish,
the Rev. Herbert W. Prince, has been
in charge of the work for the five
years last past. During this period
all the debts have been paid, and thé
equipment of the .Parish improved
considerably. The Rector, is assisted
in his work by Deaconess Grace E.
Wilson, the daughter of the. late. Wil-
liam White Wilson, L.H.D., one of
Chicago’s most loved clergymen.
Quite recently a plot of ground, for-
merly occupied by the Chicago Homes
for Boys, was enclosed and is being
used as a .playground. While the op-
portunities for service in this vener-
able Parish are greater than at any
time in its glorious history, its ac-
tivities cannot be sustained without
the endowment of one hundred thou-
sand dollars, or other outside assist-
ance. Mr. Prince .and his faithful co-
workers can rest well assured that
the welfare of “Old Epiphany” is
close to the hearts of all of 'Chicago’s
Church workers.

turned to his parish. Dr. mStewart
landed in France immediately before
the beginning of- the Allies’; great
drive,; and finished his work jrist a
few days before the signing of the
armistice, thus taking part in the
most intense of all the fighting. On
Advent Sunday Dr. Stewart began
a series of sermons on “The Ameri
can 'Soldier at the Front.” The sub-
jects are as follows: 1. “The Ameri-
can 'Soldier and Religion”; 2. “The
American Soldier and Women”; 3.
“The American Soldier and the En-
emy”; and 4. “The American Soldier
and Death.” On Advent Sunday eve-
ning, at which time the first of the
series of the sermons was delivered,
the Church was thronged with people
at 7:36, though the service was not
scheduled to begin- until half an hour
later. - Dr. Stewart has delivered ad-
dresses during the week past to the
Evanston Council of the Knights of
Columbus, the Evanston Commercial
Club, and the Evanston Women’s
Club.

Gold Star at Oak Park Parish.

Gold stars have béen affixed to the
service flag of Grace Church, Oak
Park, recently in honor, of Lieutenant
Frank Q* Sturtevant,lwho was serv-
ing with the 128th Infantry when he
was killed in action on October 9th
somewhere in the Verdunregion

this year to Miss Ruth Ketchem of
Grace Church Parish.

The second star is on honor of Major
James Douglas Rivet of the 61st In-
fantry. ,Major Rivet was an officer
of the Regular Army, and had been
an instructor at both officers’ train-
ing schools at Fort Sheridan. His
wife, who survives him, is the daugh-
ter of the. Rev. C. T. Stout™ a retired
clergyman of the Diocese of Western
Michigan, who resides in Grace
Church Parish. Major Rivet was
killed October 16th.

A beautiful bronze, crucifix has
been installed upon the rood beam of
Grace Church Chapel, bearing the in-,
scription following: “To the Glory of
God and in Loving Memory of Lewis
Upson Rich, 1876"1916. Given iby his
wife.” The crucifix was blessed on
the morning of All Saints” Day.

Dr. John Timothy Stone Declines New
York Call.

The various religious interests ff
Chicago have learned with a great
deal of satisfaction, that the Rev.
John Timothy Stone, D.D., the, pastor
of the Fourth. Presbyterian Church
has;; declined a call .to become the
pastor of the new First Church of
New York City, which was formed by
the merger of the Old First, the Madi-
son, and the University Place Presby-
terian Churches of that City! The
great task Dr. jStone has before him
in Chicago-is two-fold: first, the rais-
ing of an endowment fund of one mil-
lion dollars for the work of his parish,
thé second, the building of a new
church to care for what is said to be
the largest Persian congregation in
America. ” A large influx.’of Persians
into the United States is expected
upon the conclusion of peace.

VICTORY CELEBRATION
OSKALOOSA, 1A*

IN

At 3:45 a. m. Monday, Nov. llfch,
the ,jPresident and Secretary of the
Commercial Club, called up the Rev.
Arthur Machen Lewis, Rector of St!
James’ Church, on the phone, and as-
sured him that the armistice had been
signed, and asked that the chimes of
the, chufch be played, as a prelude to
the,celebration that was soon to fol-
low. The chimer, Frank Donald Gil-
bert, was hastily summoned, and in a
few minutes the beautiful 'chimes
were playing “America” then “Stand
up for Jjesus,” ~ “Rally Round the
Flag” and “Maryland My Maryland.”
Then all the bells and whistles were
turned loose and the, celebration was
on. At 9a. m. there was a meeting of
all the business men, ‘arranging for
the details of the day’s celebration.
Mr. Lewis appeared before them, and
asked that he might have their back-
ing for a great union Thanksgiving
.service to Almighty God, for the
great victory that He has vouchsafed
to us. Immediately there was a hearty
response and a pledge of co-opera-
tion. Arrangements were made for
the service, to be held in the park,
Tuesday noon, from 12 to T o’clock,
all business houses to be closed down
from 12 to 1:30. A choir of 160 voic-
es rendered the National Anthem arid
patriotic hymns.  Addresses were
made by the President of the Com-
mercial Club, Warren Kalcach, the
pastors of the Christian Church, the
Congregational Church, and St
Mary’s Roman ‘Catholic Church. The
pastor of the Reformed Church, read
the lesson, the xiv. Chapter of Isaiah.
The Rector of iSt. James Church acted
as chairman, and read the prayers
and the benediction was pronounced
by the Free Methodist minister. There
were at least three; thousand people
gathered in the park, to take part in
the service, and there was deep inter-
est and devout attention throughout.
So there was a fitting beginning and
ending of our peace celebration, and
our people were deeply impressed by
the service.

The'women of St. James’ Church
are observing the Advent Call this
weiek, December. 1st to -,7th. There
is a celebration every morning, at
16 oclock and at 5 olock p. m. the
women gather for prayer and study
of the Holy Scriptures, and for medi-
tation. The attendance has been very
good, and we hope for splendid re-
sults.

le Witness as A Christmas Present.
[What more appreciative gift can
W present than a subscription to
le Witness—a weekly visitor for
entire year? If you will send us
re dollars, we will advance your
subscription another year.
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The “Allied Churches” at Cleve-
land, Ohia.

Old St. John’s stone'mChurch, corner
Wall and 'Church 'iSts., Cleveland,
Ohio, on the West Side was erected in
1836 and still stands in the down
town district similar to 'St. Paul’s,
Philadelphia, on Second Street, or old
St. John’s New York. It was once
an aristocratic church with* many

wealthy members,; mmost of whom. ;
have died and their families moved /
away, arid is now surrounded by fac- tf

tories, saloons and people3living iri
tenements. The 'Sunday school is
made u> largely of children of

foreign parentage, only one or two of, ij|
Whom have parents who are commun” -

:cants of the Church. The Thanks-.
giving Day services were held in:this
church as wusual; on Thanksgiving
Day, but on the eve of Thanksgiving,
Wednesday, November 28th, the Rec-
tor, the Reév. Dr. Auvery,
iall the churches, with their pastors in

the section West of the river, north.
of Lorain, exteriding to the lake,

about two miles square,
thirteen congregations to unite in a
patriotic praise and Thanksgiving
service in St. John’s Church, he hav-
ing been lately elected the President

1

invited1

including :

of the Allied 'Churches of this section”

of the city. The clergymen and these
parishes, including not only
Methodists, Presbyterians, Baptists,
Corigregationalists, Disciples, also the
Reformed Germans., now'called U. S.
Scaridanavian and Danish7and Rou-
manian churches gladly accepted the
invitation, and the pastors preceded
by the' vested choir led by the trumpe-
ter the cross and allied flags, arid fol-

lowed by the Rector marched in the-,

procession singing “Onward 'Chris-
tian Soldiers” going down one aisle of
the Church and crossing over and
coming up the other aisle, as it is'an-
old fashioned churteh, to the chancel
where they all with a large congre-
gation of over 666, representing the
Allied 'Churches then sang, “The (Star
Spangled Banner,” the rector led in
the services, all uniting in the Lord’s’
Prayer. The visiting clergymen oc-

cupying the stalls on the east side,

of the chancel, the Congregational
minister read with the congregation
the Psalter, The Olivet Baptist Pas-
tor- read the 1st Lesson, the Reformed
Methodist minister the 2nd Lesson,
Uie Reformed Church U. S. minister
»read the 'Thanksgiving Prayer from
the. prayer book and special appro-
priate prayers written by Bishop
Lawrence.  The rector then gave a
m$ord of greeting to jthe congrega-
tions of the Allied Churches, stating
that they were like the allied nations
under different flags, in different uni-
forms,
Righteousness and Justice and Chris-,
tian Democracy of the world. The
Presbyterian clergyman responded
very happily thanking the rector and
congregation of old St. John’s, stat-
ing that it had been a pioneer and
a leader in civic righteouness fo,r the
upbuilding and betterment of the
community. He then announced the
Mancellaise Hymn and the speaker of
the evening, the Rev. Carl Gage,
Pastor of Franklin Avenue M. Ev
Church wbo delivered an able and

the "

but for the one cause of-

eloquent address speaking of the .Im"/

fluences of the (Mar in unifying all
Christian denominations, the extension
of Christ’s Kingdom and the new uni-
fied effort under the reconstruction

period to meet the social and moral

questions as well as the labor™ ques-

tion, including the temperance prob-1

lems which were the vital issues of

the day. The offering was made for. -

the Armenian and Syrian war suffer-:
.ers, the Offertory Hymn was the. imr
furling flag, followed by “Praise God
From Whom All Blessings Flow,” at
the presentation of thé alms. Final
prayer was said by the Pastor of the
First Presbyterian Church, the Rev..
Dr. Mickey; .the Recessional Hymn
was “God of ,our Fathers,” as the
choir marched dowp: the east aisle,
and returning by the west aisle fol-
lowed by the clergymen and rector,
closing a most beautiful, and inspir-
ing service demonstrating the real
unity of the Allied Churches, who
have come to realize that we riiust
“all hang together, or we will hang
separately.” In the name of 'the
Great 'Captain of our Salvation, who
“Marches in front of His banner un-
furled, Which He raised that His own
might find Him,and His Holy Church
throughout all the Whbrid falls into
rank behind Him.”
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STUDIES IN ACTS.

Continued from page 4.

such ulterior purpose in the scheme
of life|§

It is trading one’s eternal life for
a little temporary material comfort.
And like all: drug hahits it makes
the user temporariIP/ comfortable and
mighty unreasonable.:

The same argument.which some
enthusiasts use to demand that the
miraculous shail attend their daily
lives,' is used by others (seldom by
the same ones» such is human incon-
sistency), to demand that the “hav-
ing all things in common” is the nor-
mal status of human life.

It is seldom that such folk are
capable of absorbing more than one
or two texts of the Bible which they
exalt into a whole symposium of the-
ology. There are few of them that
are big enough to include both parts
of this one text.

; Either they make a whole gospel
out of the miraculous.healing of the
, sick, or else they make a whole gos
I pel out of “having all things in com-
mon.” .
It /is seldom that one is both a
I Christian Scientist and a Socialist
yet each come to thé. same fountain
fpr their authority,—a few selected
texts which confirm them in their
persistent and narrow prejudices.

Yes, unquestionably the early
‘Christians did -for a time ture the
/ sick by faith and divide their prop-

erty by common agreement. But the
fact that neither of these practices
became the settled policy of the apos-
I'ties” in their subsequent ifiinistryjis
just as: well.

If they had become mere wonder-
workers,- Christianity woujd have de-
generated ,nto mere scienceg and
healthy whereas it was the gift oi
-eternal life to them that believe; or
it would have degenerated into a mere
political commission, whereas it took
the ground that political systems
were subordinate to the great prin-
ciples of the Kingdom of Godl

m“Art thou a slave?” So far as the
great things of life are concerned, do
not let it worfy you. You can become
a child of God, even though a slave.

Put a shallow world.is-always put-
ting the wrong thing first.

ilili is not your social position, mor
your ¢financial status, nor your physi-

cal health, nor your scientific attain-
ment, but rather your joyful accept-
ance of the word of God, that lies at
the pbasis Of your acceptance with
God.

It was a beautiful expression of the
neW faith that they had so gladly re
ceiyed, that this exuberance of faith
and generosity should mark the in
auguratioh of this neW, gospel.

GLEANINGS FROM EVERY-
WHERE.

Continued from page 1.

Holy Ghost, Who sanctifies all the peo-
ple of God.

iGod made all things good; He made
i man to be His child and friend, but
He gave man the power of free will
making him able to do good or evil
Wé know ,that here is something
wrong in the world'. We do 'notactgas
God’s children; we forget 'God. In
some way man has gone wrong. This
:going wrong is called sin. Sin is going
against God. Sin is disobedience to
:"God./ Sin is selfishness." Sin arises
from man’s having strayed from God.

To ~restore mankind in the right
way is a big thing, too big for any
man to do. So God'sent into the
world His Son to ipnt us..back 6n the
right track. GCrid the;JSon became
man. He lived on earth as Jesus
Christ, our brother, showing us how
to live; *died for us on the Cross,
rose from the dead, and ascended in-
to Heaven, where “He ever liveth to
make intercession for us.” With Him
we are united in Baptism; He comes
oliése to us .in the Holy Communion.
This union with Christ is the work of
God, the. Holy Ghost, who brings to
us Christs gift of Grace, mainly in
the Sacraments which are the means
of Grace. Grace is the spiritual gift
of God which He'gives. Us, that we
may live and grow into the life of
holiness.

It -was not Christ’s plan that His
children should be lonely, solitary in-
dividuals. He meant them,to be in a
slociety, a brotherhood, a kingdom,
united with Him and with'each,other,
yinto this we are admitted by Bap-
etism, as are all Christians of all ages
and of every race and tongue. The
Church has its officers and rules.

The Bible Lesson.
As a rule, we bigin on the first

day of the hew year to make reso-
lutions and plans for doing the
things,.,which in the hurry, turmoil
and pleasures of every day life, we
have left undone. So now in this
Advent season, which is the call to
preparation for the second coming of
our Lord, let those of us readers of
The Witness who have not been keep
ing up with the Churchs plan for
daily reading and understanding of
the Bible, begin this week and resolve
to do so. There are many thousands
of Us in the Witness family. It wil
be a strong, “tie that binds,” to have
the thought that elch day, each mem-
ber will jbeheading and studying the
same Bible lesson. The course for
this week is as follows:

The season of Advent consists of
the four weeks before Christmas.

The season teaches us that, Christ's
birth was an event that was carefully
prepared for in God’s providence.

For two thousand years the chil-
dren of Abraham were preparing for
.the Messiah. In order to see how
thoroughly the .Old Testament pre-
pares us for the day that the Messiah
iIs to be a king, that He is to be a
ruler; of the nations, let us read as
follows:

First Day—The first, promise of the
Messiah, Gen. |: 15,-jto be noted with
content, “The:.Seed of’the Woman,”
is. to bruise the head of the serpent.

In Gen. XIV. 18-20. The Messiah
is called Melchi (king) Jedek (right-
eousness) and King of Salem (peace.)
Commented upon in Heb. VII. 1-10.

Second Day—In Psalm 110, David
prophecies of the King, which Christ
refers -to in St. Matt. XXII, 41-46"

Third Hay—In Dan II, 44-45 we
have a prophecy of the Kingdom,
commented upon in St. Luke, I, 31-33.
> Fourth Day—In Zachariah IX> 911
is the. famous prophecy of the King,
quoted of Christ in St. Matt. XXI,
4-11, which, forms the Gospel for the
first' Sunday in. Advent. The genea-
logy in Sit. Matt. X is to establish the
Kingly line to thé Messiah.

Not only did God prepare for the
Messiah through the Royal line of
David, thus declaring the Kingship of
Christ, but at the same time through
the worship and the ritual of the
altar. God whs teaching the Jews
the meaning of sacrifice and that the
Messiah was to exercise a priestly
office in which He was to be both
the priest and the sacrificial lamb..
Thus we shall trace through the Old
Testament this sacrificial story:

Fifth Day—In Gen. IX, 1-15 -we
find the -beginning ,of sacrifice. The
difference between, obedience and dis-
obedience in sacrifice as illustrated in
Heb. XI, 4 We .find other accept-
able offerings in Gdn. VIII, 20
(Noah). Gem XIV (Abraham); Gen
XXVIII, 16, (Jacob),

Sixth Day—Fsalm XXII is a very
vivid description of Christ’s sacri-
fice on Calvary, also Psalm XL.

Seventh Day—Isaiah .LIIl contains
a prophecy o fChrist’s priestly sacri-
fice. Head also 1st St. Peter, II, 20-
25.

A New Star in the Heavens.

. Last jSummer a new star blazed out
in the heavens which attracted the
attention . of the .astronomists and
raised many questions as to who first
discovered it, if it waS a “new one,”
to us and whether or not it was a
sign or omen. The Boston Herald
had; an editorial on the subject as
follows: :

“British experts were asked wheth-
er-the new sun was moving this way
and if there was any likelihood of it
getting into a head-on collision wilh
the earth. These moments of alarm
have now passed and the star though
diminished in .brilliance from first
to fourth magnitude, is still shining
at a safe distance. In the interim,
arid without any unriddling of the
puzzle, We have come to realize that
the celestial visitor is/*new’ only in
a Pickwickian sense. It /had been
seen before; at least thirty years ago
Harvard photographs of the constel-
lation showed this particular star in
exactly the same place which it occu-
pies,today. It was then a very faint
object even for the camera and re-
mained such in successive pictures
until early in June last year, when
it took a turn for the brighter and
qualified as a sensation. Whether the
star ‘exploded/ got a tremenduous
jolt from a dark sun,” or simply
ploughed its way through a nebular,
nobody knows.

Light travels at inconceivable
speed—at the ratelof 186,000 miles a
second and we get news of the events
of the Sun in about eight minutes.
Bult many of the stars are so be-
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wilderingly remote that this particu-
lar out burst must have taken place
not a week nor yet a month before it
was seen, but hundreds, perhaps thou-
sands of years agio. In studying the
constellations that have -become so
familiar and dear to us we are study
ing not what is, but the things that
once were—the vast antiquity which
makes up so much of the bulk of our
universe.

Tremendous changes, of which only
our far-off successors can know any-
thing, may even now be in progress
in the skies. And if there be .senti-
ent beings far-afield who scan our
habitation with instruments immeas-
urably superior to ours, they also are
antiquarians in regard to us.

In one world according to distance,
the observer might be witnessing the
battle of Waterloo, in another the
founding of Home, in & third the fall
of Troy. It is an impressive thought
that there are star systems so remote
that even the swift messenger of
light could not reach them with the
story of our war until long after
this planet bad ceased from its nur-
ture of life and had been leased out
into the cosmic dust from which new
worlds incessantly come forth. ”

NOVEMBER IN HONOLULU

(With Apologies to Thomas Hood.)

No threatening clouds, no stormy
skies,

No frosty air that stings the eyes,

No fog that hides the sun for days,

No snow ;to block the travellers’
ways; " e %

No need of fires upon the hearth;

No:blues of mirthful jhearts, no
dearth;

No winds that howl and pierce one
through,

No squeak of ghosts adorn the field!:
No smoking chimneys causing wrath,
No bursting pipes—no freezing bath!
No falling leaves all brown and dead,
No cold, damp, sheets, no icy bed!
No lack of flowers; of «fruits 'sand
trees,/
No lack ¢of 'sunshine, birds and bees!
No-vember!
- May L. Restarick,
Taken from The Living Church..

DIOCESE OF NEW JERSEY

IFOMAN’S AUXILIARY MEETING.:
; The Lower Division, New, Jersey
Branch of the Woman’s Auxiliary,
/ecently held its Autumn meeting in
:St. Andrew’s Church, Mt. Holly, the
Rev. Henry Teller Cocke, Rector. The
Bishop and the Archdeacon of the
dipcese were present. The theme of
the day was .the “Advent Call” *Upon
which addresses were made by the
Bishop, Mrs. Matthews, the chairman
of the Devotional Committee, hind
Mrs. Biller.' Archdeacon Shepherd
told of mission'work in the diocese,
emphasizing the importance of the
Archdeacon’s Extension Fund1 for
meeting the .expense, of insurance and
erepairs on different missions.

The Rev. G. W. Twing told of his
work in the pines, and reports were
made by the- heads of the several De-
partments.

Services at the Woodbury Bag Load-
ing Plant. |

The Rev, H. E. Thompson of Wood-
bury, Secretary of thé Diocese, #has
continued since the beginning of Sep-
tember; to hold semi-monthly serv-
ices at the above named plant. The
services held in the large cafeteria,
have been attended by officials of the
plant, and many others. The choir,
of St. Luke’s Parish, Westville, have
assisted, in the services. The Soldiers
and Sailors Prayer Book is used, cop-
ies of Which; we provided by the
iBishop White Prayer Book Society.

Beside the services the “Voluntary
«.Chaplain” has participated in differ-
ent social events at the plant, and has
done systematic visiting at the twelve
dormitories of the Women’s Welfare
Department, in Which have: been dom-
iciled over severi hundred women.

The offering at the first service
was given to diocesan missions.

Since the ending of the war the op-
erations and personnel of the plant
have beep much.,reduced, but some
more permanent occupancy is expect-
ed; and it is well that the Church has
a foothold there. No other religious
services have been regularly main-
tained. pphM mm

Notes from Parishes and Missions.
St. James’ Church, Bradley Beach,

has been enabled to pay $1000 of its

indebtedness, which now amounts to

$3500.

. Grace Church, Elizabeth, has paid

all its indebtedness, increased the
Rector’s salary, and begun the ac-
cumulation of a Reserve Emergency
Fund. The following memorials have
been received: an altar in memory of
the sixty Grace Church boys who age
in Army or Navy service; a Bishop3
chair in memory of Mrs. Eva jClynch;
a Priest’s chair, given by Mrs. Sarah
Hunter in memory of her parents; a
Processional 'Cross, the gift of Mrs.
Kileshy, as a memorial of the Confir-
mation of her three lons. -St. Thomas
Church, Glasshoro, has received from
members of the Whitney family a gift
of $500, which suffices to pay the old
indebtedness'.

St. Barnabas Church, Sand Hills,
is bequested $700 under the will of
Miss Caroline Nevins.

St. George’s Church and Club at
Camp Dix, under the Rev. Karl M.
Block, assisted by other resident and
some neighboring clergy, met heroic-
ally and effectively the especially se-
vere visitation of the epidemic.

INFLUENZA BAN LIFTED
IN INDIANA CITY

Rector at Laporte Protests Against
the Acts of Civil Authorities. ’

A spirited and successful campaign
was recently made, at Laporte, Indi-
ana, against the closing of the
churches, schools and places of
amusement and in favor of a strict
quarantine of influenza patients. The
Rev. F. J.. Barwell-Walker, Rector, of,
St. Paul’s Church, without.imputing
unworthy motives to the civil authori-
ties, made m strong protest against
their acts iri closing the churches, in
an open letter to the Daily Herald.
The letter in part follows:

#From whatever standpoint one

Page Seven

room to eight) How many sick peo-
ple go to church? Certainly far less
than go to factory or store.; But, as
one member of the city board said, ‘it
is difficult to know where to draw the
line,” and so the line is drawn where
the least harm results materially and
the most morally and spiritually.
Chicago decide” that it would be mor-
ally and psychologically harmful to
close the churches—and the same
truth applies here. Anybody who
knows anything at all about psychol-
ogy knows that such action is far
more likely to increase disease than
it is to lessen it. The basis of all
modern civilization js Christianity and
anything which lessens its influence
must.be bad for the people morally.
“To those who believe in the power
of intercessory prayer it may be
some consolation to know that the
holy sacrifice is offered daily, but
thatvdoes not make up for the loss of
united intercession. If our city board
is actuated by. a genuine desire for
the moral, spiritual arid physical wel-
fare of our people, they will lift the
ban from our churches at once, and
ask for an incréase in the services of
intercession rather than a decrease.
We may do what we can by prayer,
by the anointing of the sick, by the
pleading of the great sacrifice in the
blessed Sacrament of the altar;/ but
we cannot do what would be possible
—as during the war—without the
united intercession of our people; £
f“In the name of God, and for the
sake of the people, | ask for the au-
thority to exercise the right guar-
anteed under the constitution, pub-
licly now as | have privately before,
with a Willingness to accept a limita-
tion in numbers if such be deemed
really necessary. | am ready to co-
operate in every way possible for the
stamping out of the epidemic short
of a virtual denial of God’s power

considers the matter, the closing ofjand that | must protest against with

the churches is wrong. There is, to
esay the least, a reasonable doubt
whether such .order is legal. In:vari-
ous states the order has been disre-
garded, and iri Maine the Roman
Catholics are prepared to carry the
matter to the highest courts. If one
looks at it from a mere, medical stand-
point the whole thing borders on the
ludicrous. We are told that it is nec-
essary to prohibit crowding, to pre-
vent the spread of the .disease, and
that it 'is riecessary to close the
churches on that account. BUT NOT
THE FACTORIES OR STORES!
Why? Because'they are essential to
the general Welfare (at least from
a financial standpoint)» while the
churches are not! They are nori-es-
sentials, and are thus classed gwith
theaters, etc. It is necessary to enter
an icecréam parlor for light refresh-
ments, but it is not necessary to en-
ter church to worship God! It is nec-
essary to tolerate crowded street
cars and trains,'but it is unnecessary!
for the faithful, few to meet together
and join With the priest in the offer-
ing of the holy sacrifice for the re-
moval vof the epidemic from our
midst.

“l repeat that, from every stand-
point the closing of the churches is
Wrong;- it is a sin in the sight of
Almighty God; a sin impossible: of
ecommission if the people of 'our city
and country had retained the old be-
lief in the love anar power .of their
Creator. It is lack of faith which
has brought about this insult ‘f6 the
Deity. Our Master would 'say to-
day: ‘Fear not germs that Kkill the
body, but are not able to Kill the
soul.” But we are so bound up in
physical conditions that we are far

more careful about the things' which lare (Church women.

concern the body than we are about
the things whidh concern the soul.
We are putting ‘safety first—physi-
cal safety—before principle, in spite
of all that has been said about the
changes wrought*by the war, and are
curtailing the spiritual power of the
nation in this great emergency.
When the outcome of the war was
in doubt, the President Called upon
the churches to observe a special day
,of intercession for the triumph of
our righteous cause. The power of
God was recognized, and His response
to our petitions -rapid and sdxe. Now
we are told, in effect if not in word,
that whatever power'God may have
had in relation to the war, He has
none when it conies to disease.
“Supposing that the authorities are
right in restricting crowds, how does
that affect the churiches? How many
are so crowded in this day .of care-
lessness and unbelief as to constitute
a public menace? If any are, it
would be easy to limit the attendance
in proportion to the seating capacity
(in line with a notice | saw in the

t
city limiting the number in a jcertain] Church?
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all the forces of ray faith in Him;

| “The gnly logical alternative to the ,
removal of the ban on the churches/
is to close ev&y factory, .office aridi
store, and to prohibit the use of pool*,
room, 'club, or Y. M. C. A.r—every-

thing in fact where there may be

at least as much danger as there

is in a bplf-eihpty church. Think of

the foolishness of 40 or 50 women

crowded into a small space for Red

Cross work, while the same number

Is prohibited in a church seating ten

times that number!”

WOMEN IN THE CHURCH

Shall the women who have been do-
ing war work so effectively have the
chance to know of the opportunities
for/similar work in the Church? This
Was. the question discussed by a self-
appointed committee which met at
the Bryn Mawr Club in New York on
Tuesday evening, November 26th.
Bishop Llpyd, President of the Board
of-Missions,' Dr. Gardner of the Gen-
eral Board of Religious Education,
Deaconess Goodwin, candidate secre-
tary of the Board of Missions, Miss
Grace Liridley of the Woman’s Auxil-
iary, Miss Edith Hadley of the Girls’
Friendly Society, Miss Margaret Ho-
bart of the Churchman Editorial
Staff, and Miss Adelaide Case arid
Miss Grace Hutchins of St. Faith’s
House, constituted the committee.

They recognized the fact that
women Who have run canteens, or-
ganized branches of the Red Cross,
supervised civilian relief, and recon-
structed villages in France, will not
be content to do small things in a
small way. Many of these workers
If we believe
that the Church is infinitely greater
than any man-made organization and
has received the greatest commission
ever given, then we believe that she
has work to offer the mbst capable
and the most gifted of her members.
It is only a question of making known
to the right women the positions
which they may fill. If the jChurch is
not there to make kngwn the chal-
lenge of important work to be done,
then the women, will turn to organiza-
tions that seem to them more effec-
tive.

In order to help Rectors and other
leaders who wish to answer definite-
ly questions about work for women
in the Church, this self-appointed
committee, with Bishop Lloyd as
chairman, is preparing a leaflet on
Women’s ,,Opportunities for Service in
the Church. The leaflet will soon be
ready, and may be ordered from the
Board of Missions.

Why should we nqt! expect that
hundreds of women who have done
big things will consecrate their abil-
ity in the service of God and His

=lig



SOUTHERN DIOCESE OF
VIRGINIA

.The twenty-sixth jAnnual Meeting
of the Woman’s Auxiliary was held
in 'Christ Church, Roanoke, Va., No-
vember 22nd-23rd.

Thé evening of November 20th the
delegates and visitors were welcome
to an informal “Get together” in the
beautiful new Parish House by the
officers of the Auxiliaries of St. John’s
and Christ Church, assisted by the
Rectors of both churches and their
wives. HJ [|SitSli
The meeting on Thursday was open-

ed with the Holy Communion, admin-

istered by the Revs. J. Cantley John-
son and G. Otis Mead.

The business meeting which fol-
lowed, Was presided over by the Presi-
dent, Mrs. John Fletcher, who explain-
ed the changing of the Auxiliary Con-
vention from Spring to Fall.

iShe made an appeal for the “Center
Fund” to meet running expenses.
Mrs. Fletcher also urged that each
branch of the Auxiliary should sub-
scribe for at least, one%opy of the
“Diocesan Record.” Mrs. Loving then
read a very interesting article on the
origin and work of the Little Helper.
Mrs, Castle, Custodian of the United
Offering, being incapacitated from at-
tending the convention by sickness
sent a message from her sick room
to be read by Mr. John D. Letcher. The
Educational Secretary, Mrs. Hobart,
next spoke in regard to the import-
ance of every branch having a Study
Class during the yeiar. iShe said she
could give no report of the number of
study classes conducted the last year
as she had received no answers froih
the various letters of inquiry which
she bad sent out.

In the absence of.'Miss Jane Neely,
Box Secretary, Mrs. Murr, of Trinity
Church, Portsmouth, gave a report On
the boxes sent out. Miss Aurelia Dav-

lis, Vice New Box jSecretary, asked
| that the branches of the Auxiliary
| communicate with her, in regard to
I whom boxes should be sent. Her adr
. dress is—IMiss Aurelia H. Davis, 216

Harrison 'St., Lynchburg, Va. She also
asked that no boxes jbe sent by freight
or, express, but by parcel frost, also
to place a card inside telling contents
of boxes. The card should bear the
name of the church and Auxiliary
sending the box. Miss Davis requested
that clothing and toys, candy, etc., be
sent in separate boxes.

Rev. jGeo. Floyd Rogers, of
Lynchburg, head of Covington Home
for Boys, gave an interesting talk on
the Boys’ Home and the progress be-
ing made to divert thé activities of
thé boys in the Home into proper chan-
nels.

Deaconess Williams, of Dante, spoke
in behalf of her jown Mission, also that
of Mrs. Binns, at Nora, Dickerson
County, who was detained at home,
nursing sick patients. The Deaconess
asked that candy for children, cloth-
ing, shoes, men’s clothes, books and
rolls of wall paper, jquilt pieces be
sent to both the missions at Nora and
Sandy Ridge. Mrs. Binnsimade a spe-
cial appeal for twenty dolls and one
good size doll bed. Miss Williams was
unable to attend the convention on
account of having the influehza.' For
her own mission at Dante the Dea
coness asked for Christmas gifts for
200, records for Victrola and games
for boys’ club.

The mission at Wilder is closed on
account of Miss Sutton’s absence in
Canada, there being sickness in her
family. Jfik M

Workers are needed at Fremont
and Morse. Deaconess Williams ask-
ed that the women of the Auxiliary
would try and induce some of the re-
turning war workers to take up some
of the mission work in Southwest
Virginia. She especially appealed for
volunteer workers through the sum-
mer. Her present assistant, i Miss
Mabel Hix, was sent from St. Faith
School, New York, as part of her
training and becoming interested in
the work remained to help her.

Deaconess Adams, of Keokee, show-
ed a picture of her church that was
part of her own home. She told how
her people at Keokee had packed two
large boxes for the Belgians and how
the farmers 'had loaned their wagons
that they might be hauled to the rail
road station.

The Deaconess asked that useful
things be sent in her Xmas box
such as shoes, ties, aprons, dresses
hair ribbons, quilt pieces, soap and
towels. Money to be used for the
sick. ",

Thursday afternoon Rev. Joseph
Dunn, DjD., of Lynchburg, conducted
the “Quiet Hour” at which time he
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held the closest attention of the con-
vention during his talk on Power of
Prayer.

Our own Missionary, Dr. Harry
Taylor, spoke Thursday evening of
his medical work in 'China. Dr. Tay-
lor also spoke during the session Fri-
day morning. He told of the wonder-
ful ,progress that had been made in
the hospital at Anking, jChina, but
still there are jgreat needs in the way
of improvement to the buildings. He
said there were infinite possibilities
for spiritual work among the natives,
the Chinese being a receptive people.
There should be a woman to talk to
the patients, the doctors having so
little time. A prayer meeting of one-
half hour is held every day in the
chapel for the nurses, as well as one
in the wards for the patients. Dr.
Taylor asked the prayers of all the
branches of the Auxiliary for his
work. He told of patients coming
four and five hundred miles to be
treated. The hospital needs about
$2300.00 to equip it more fully for
its work. The Rockefeller Founda-
tion offers to give three-fourths of
this amount if the other one-fourth
can be raised outside. The Southern
Virginia- Branch of the Woman’s
auxiliary promised, through its presi-
dent, to raise one thousand dollars
for two isolation wards for infectious
diseases in Dr. Taylor’s hospital
within the next year.

Dr. Taylor was followed by his
mother, Mrs. John Taylor, in a most
unique address. Her appeal was for
something definite to be done towards
getting men and women .to go out to
China to cultivate the spiritual seed
sown in the hospitals and 'which had
staken root and sprouted in out sta-
tions with no one to carry the work
forward. ,She begged that the women
would acquaint themselves with the
contents of the Spirit of Missions,
'which contains the present, ‘vital
needs of missionaries, rather than
content themselves with the origin of
missions in different countries.

Mrs. Darling gave a short talk on
the work of the Juniors.

Mrs.'John Loyd next gave a very
interesting little talk on missions.
'She was followed by Mrs. Linsey jPat-
ton, of Lexington, who said this was
the first convention it had been her
privilege to atténd for twenty years.
She spoke of using the modified pray-
er cards. She asked that, these cards
be carried to every woman in the con-
gregation, and also the week of pray-
er be observed in Advent..

Mrs. Moofe, of 703 Boissevan Ave-
nue, Norfolk, Va., next spoke in the
interest of the Church Periodical
Club, asking that magazines not
more than jsix months old be sent to
dhaplains at thé front to help fill
the vacant moments of the boys. The
idea of.this club is personal service
from one Christian to another. She
asked that magazines, The Spirit of
Missions and jSouthern Churchman be
sent to Alaska to Archdeacon Stuck
that his people might have some read-
ing matter for the long six months of
night. Everything must be sent there
between the months of March and
June.

Miss Davis told of the wonderful
progress that had been made in the
last three years at St. Peter’s in the
Mountain, Franklin County. They
now have a stone school building
three teachers and eighty pupils. The
school; is provided with a domestic
science room where they have a'ma-
chine on which the children are taught
to sew. The Juniors of New York
expect to send her a Christmas box.
She needs baby things, clothing,
bandages, antiseptics, hot water
bags, ice bags.

The Missionary to the Ambherst In-
dians, Miss Wagner, gave a very in-
teresting talk on her work among
these people, :who seem to be a mix-
ture of the white mountain people,
free negroes and some Indians, who
were dropped at this place when a
part of their tribe made a journey
from Florida to Washington on busi-
ness about seventy-five years ago. So
far the Episcopal Church is the only
one which jhas taken up this work.
They came to jSunday service from a
radius of twenty-five miles. This
mission draws $25.00 from Diocesan
Fund, $36.00 for five months from the
Government and $400.00 from Sweet
Brier College per year. Miss Wag-
ner said her people bring her all the
provisions they can spare. Her log
house is very cold in the winter. It
is built upon a rock with-no under
pinning. .jShe would like réne or two
rugs for her bed room, and some
hymn records with which to-entertain
the people before the church begins.
For.Christmas she asked for seventy-
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five useful .gifts and some candy. Miss
Wagner said the church and mission
house were both badly in need of
painting.

The Convention was adjourned at
noon to partake of a most inviting
lunch in the Parish House, tendered
to the delegates and visitors by the
Auxiliaries of St. John’s and Christ
Church, Roanoke.

In the afternoon an enjoyable auto-
mobile ride was given to the visitors

In a talk given by BishopfTucker
to the women he urged that an'éffort
be made to return to the old life
instituted by our fathers and moth-
ers that every household should have
family prayers and the reading of
the Bible to the children. That the
people should come to a realization
that the Church- is the home of the
soul and a person is dependent on
regular services of the Church to feel
the nearness of God. He asked that
we make the Church a large part of
family and individual life. The Bish-
op said as soon as the Spirit of God
moves in our hearts there will be no
needi of jappealing ito people to spread
tjie Gospel. In speaking of the end-
ing of the war. he said: “The end
came not as a military victory, but to
roll away clouds from the sky and
draw the children of God nearer to
Him- Peace has problems as well as
war. The .great power of the King-
dom of Christ must readjust condi-
tions. The Auxiliary must labor as
never before to show the need of
bringing the heathen and all to God
so .there will never again be such-a
%ar as the present. The time has
now come when every woman should
bring back by prayer and service
every one to the Church. We must
now endeavor to rebuild that which
has been destroyed. God is going to
call many of the men who served
their country to -the ministry and the
women must pray -that these young
men may accept the call. From the
women of the Red Cross may there

be many $rho will enter,the service,

of Christ to spread His Kingdom.

The Convention closed with a mass
meeting at "8 otlock in the Church
With an address from Bishop Tucker.

Bishop Thomson visited Christ
'Church, Roanoke, on jSunday, Novem-
ber 24th, and confirmed a class of
fifteen. That afternoon he drove over
to Montvale and confirmed three. Both
classes were presented by Rev. G
Otis Mead.
ft Rev. J. Alfred Figg; who during his
diaconate has been in charge of St.
lukes, Clover, Christ Church, Mt.
Laurel, in Halifax County, Grace
iChurch, Drakes Branch and Ascen-
sion, Keysville, Charlotte County,
with residence ait jClover, was ordain-
ed to the priesthood in iSt. Lukes’
iChurch, Clover, by Bishop Tucker on
Tuesday, November 26th-v

THE CHURCH KALENDAR.

The lessons in the following kalen-
dar for the week ending December
'21st, are those appointed to $e read
iat morning and evening Prayer in
the new Lectionary set forth by the
General jConvention of 1916.

3rd Sunday in Advent.
(December 15th.)

I jSamuel ii. 1-11
Luke i. 39-56
Genesis vi. 5-end
Luke xvii. 20-end
Monday
Isaiah Xxiii.
Rev. xi.-Il xii. to end
Jeremiah xxx. . i
Rev. vii. 1-4, 9-end
. Tuesday.
Isaiah xiv. 1-23
Rey. xiii.
Il Esdras ix. 1-22
Mark xiii. 1-23
Wednesday.
(Ember Day)
Jeremiah xxiii. 1-15
John i. 29-end;
Jeremiah xxiii. 16-end
Ephesians iv. 1-16
Thursday.
Isaiah xvii. and xviii.
hRev. xiv.-14, xV-4
job xxxvi. 26, xxxvii.-13
Matthew xxiv. 29-end.
Friday.
(Ember Day)
Jeremiah xxvi. 1-19.
John v. 33-end <
Ill Kings vi. 8-23
John xi. 1-16
Saturday.
(S. Thomas Apostle—Ember Day.)
Il Kings vii.
John xiv. 1-14
Job ixii. 1-9
| Peter i. 3-12

<

December 14, 1918

A PATRIOTIC PAGEANT

BREATHING THE SPIRIT OF THE AGE- SHOWING THE
SPIRIT OF DEMOCRACY AMONG THE- NATIONS
FROM MAY 1ST, 1770, TOTHE PRESENT TIME.

Democracy Saving the World

A Pageant of immense educational value in the present crisis
of history.

Let every community in the entire United States present this
Pageant as the great community event of the year. Send twenty-
five cents for a sample copy in pamphlet form, then ORGANIZE
YOUR FORCES.

Address “THE WITNESS,” 6219 Cottage Grove Ave.,
CHICAGO, ILL.

Let some Club, High School or Church undertake the work and
interest your local talent in its production.

Seven Pageants lllustrating the jSeasons erf the Christian Year

ADVENT, CHRISTMAS, EPIPHANY, EASTER, *
ASCENSION, WHITSUNDAY, TRINITY.

A Pageant Has Wonderful
Educational Power

If you want your own. parishioners and the entire community
youy parish serves to realize the teachings and the beauty of
Christian Year, present these seven Pageants on the stage.

THE ADVENT PAGEAN'P how ready.

Let some Guild undertake to present these Pageants as their
particular work this year, for the benefit of their treasury.

Address “THE WITNESS,” 6219 Cottage Grove Ave:,

By Rev. Carroll M. Bates.

The seven Pageants in pamphlet form, 25 cents. We furnish
printed matter needed—copies used in practice and for the audi-
ence, store window cards, dodgers, tickets, etc.—at very low prices.

Confirmation Instruction

By Bishop Johnson of Colorado. r

A very valuable Manual to place in the hands of candidates for
Confirmation.
Send 25 cents for a-sample copy.

Price, $2.00 a dozen.

Address “THE WITNESS,” 6219 Cottage Grove Ave.,,
CHICAGO, ILL.

iteMeoiKapniMfamMfiMi

Private Prayers
for the Faithful

By Bishop Sage of Salina.
A Manual which thousands of™Church people have found helpful
in their private devotions at home and in church.
Price, 10 cents. Postage 4c. 7.,

“My people find the book of prayers very helpful and I think
it is in every home in my parish.”—Carl W. Nau, Emporia, Kan.

Address “THE WITNESS,” 6219 Cottage Grove Ave.,
CHICAGO, ILL.

Parochial Mission« Supplies

Usé our Printed Matter.
Send for Samples.

Address “THE WITNESS,” 6219 Cottage Grove Ave.,
CHICAGO, ILL.
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