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PHILADELPHIA RECTOR ASKS
QUESTIONS ABOUT CAMPAIGN

The Rev. Dr. Steele, Rector, of the 
Church of St. Luke and The Epiph­
any, Philadelphia, questioned the wis­
dom of the Nation-Wide Campaign in 
a sermon preached in that church on 
the subject recently. He said in 
part:’ *
û  There are certain questions that I 
want to ask you. They have been 
asked ni,e. I propound them only. I 
make no proposal toward their an- 

; swer. They are rather searching. 
But they must be answered, either 
for or by those who participate in 
this vast undertaking. The first is 
this: Can the promise be kept by 
those who have made it that, if you 
comply with all this method and give 
this amount of money outright, in 
one way and through one channel to 
one central treasurer, you will be ex­
empt from all appeals from other 
sources? Have you noticed,; in the 
past two months, that you have been 
more free than formerly from all put- 
side solicitation? Do you; believe 
that, between now and three years 
from this January, no one will ask 
you to contribute toward any fund 

-for dqing any other fprm of  church 
or mission work? I do hot know. I 
merely ask you.

In the second place, do you be­
lieve that this method of asking for 
mopey in bulk is a likely method of 
securing it? Do you believe that 
people áre more, likely or less to, make 
contributions,- ; in round figures, to 
one central fund* .where it shall be 
apportioned to the institutions most 
in need of it upon the judgment of 
ope central bureau or çohimittee? As 
human nature is, does this make 
more appeal or less than to be told 
and asked about one institution and 
fpr pne need at one tíme? I ám won­
dering. I have not been asked for 
advice upon this point—nor any 
other, Therefore I have not given 
any. I am only asking you fo think 
It out for yourself and to answer for 
yourself, although of course only to 
yourself. - * ■ - •

In the third place, are you assured, 
* impressed or convinced tfiat this time 
is one opportune above all others for 
the Church to ask for so iquch 
money? How far have conditions 
just at present been the moving 
cause toward this asking and in how 
far is the motive, unexpressed and 
all unconsciously perhaps, one that 
arises out of something that became 
predominant in wartime? I mean 
the prevailing practice, and the ease 
of large accomplishment, in asking 
for large sums of money for great 
corporate endeavors. I do not make 
this as accusation. I am not speak­
ing in criticism, I am only asking. 
I am wondering whether you have 
read the article recently published in 
tiie Saturday Evening Post on 
 ̂“Drives, Drivers and the Driven.”

Lastly, there is this deep searching 
question. It was asked of me the 
other day by one of the keenest and 
the sanest men I know; man of 
means and one of motives unimpeach­
able  ̂ Is the raising of a sum of 
money, whether large o? small, the 
thing ‘the Church needs most ^ t  just 
this juncture? I expect the Church 
to raise by this endeavor- a large sum. 
In the two-fold effort those who 
planned this Campaign set about and 
spoke upon, increasing the Church’s 
spiritual life and amassing thereby a 
g r e a t ly  increased total of Church 
contributions, they will get a lot of 
money. The questions then that will 
arise, howeyer, are much more im­
portant than the ones they started 
with. How will they spend it? Just 
what will they do with it? }

This is the only one of four gen­
eral questions above to which I sug­
gest answer. There are three things 
about which much talking is done ; 
but they, are subdivisions of one ma­
jor subject.' I am thinking of money,

men and message. Chief emphasis is 
laid upon the task of raising money. 
Only secondarily, far after this, 
comes the question of men through 
whom to expend" this money. Last­
ly only, almost negligibly, stands the 
question; What is the message you 
want these men, by the aid of this 
money, to carry? I would suggest 
the utter reversal of this order. I 
would say to those who make most 
loudly this appeal: If you .will give 
youri first attention to clearing up 
frankly the question of message; if 
you will find out what is the Gospel 
you are trying to have preached; 
you will have less trouble in getting 
anfl preparing men to preach it. If 
you have these men—or when you 
have them—to .preach that message 
so prepared, it will be easy to get all 
the money that is needed. Until 
then, you will not get it. And you 
should not.

GIFT QF $125,000TO CHURCH 
HOSPITAL

On behalf of the board of trustees 
of the Good Samaritan Hospital, 
Portland, Oregon, Bishop Walter 
Taylor Sumner announces a bequest 
of $125,000. % The gift will be em­
ployed to build an entirely new 
structure devoted to iriaternity cases, 
and will be one of the best on the 
Coast in equipment and modern de­
sign.

This is the outcome of plans brok­
en by the death of Theodore B. Wil­
cox, one of Portland’s builders and 
leading citizens, in March, 1918. 
Mrs. Wilcox and her children thus 
carry out a project long contemplated 
by Mr. Wilcox as a crying need of 
the city.

Lack of hospital space has caused 
great suffering during the epidemics. 
At this moment a campaign to raise 
a $300,000 building fund is in prog­
ress. Forty-one prominent citizens 
compose the committee; About a 
third of the patients treated receive 
free service. It is hoped that with 
the extension and new equipment, 
this branch can be increased.

MISSION TO NON-CHURCH. 
MEN.

WJhat promises to be an undertak­
ing of considerable benefit to the 
Church in New York is the Mission 
to Non-Churchmen that opened at 
Christ Church on Quinquagesima. It 
is the project of the Junior Clergy 
Association and endorsed by the 
leaders of the Church in New York. 
It is entirely extra-parochial, Christ 
Church being selected as the place 
of the mission simply because of 
convenient location. Services will 
continue for two weeks, excepting on 
Saturdays. Among those who had 
consented to deliver lectures on vari­
ous aspects of religion and life are 
the following: Bishop Burch, Dr. 
Slattery, Dean Robbins, Dr. Milo H. 
Gates, the Rev. Percy Silver. The 
Rev. J. R. Atkinson and the Rev. W. 
T. Walsh are on hand for any supple­
mentary service that presents itself 
as needed It was felt that after the 
Nation-Wide Preaching Mission of 
a few years ago, and after the Na­
tion-Wide Campaign, a concerted ef­
fort to win souls should be made by 
the Church. If this movement suc­
ceeds in New York it may point the 
way to a general increase in the ef­
fectiveness of thè Episcopal Church: 
For this reason the Mission of Non- 
Churchmen is being watched with in­
terest. '

HELP KEEP THE PEOPLE OF 
THE CHURCH INFORMED.

MEETING OF THE PRAYER 
BOOK COMMISSION

The Prayer Book Commission held 
its fifteenth meeting m New York 
last month. In view of the fact that 
Dr. Parsons has been made Bishop 
and that Mr. Pepper has resigned 
from the Commission, it was voted 
to elect two presbyters and two lay­
men, thus making eight of each or­
der. Those elected Were the Rever­
end Dr, Herbert M. Denslou^ Pro­
fessor of Liturgies at the General 
Seminary, the Reverend Dr. Charles 
Morris Addison of Connecticut, Pro­
fessor Charles S. Baldwin of Colum­
bia University and Mr. J. R. Ander­
son of Savannah, Georgia.

The Commission organized for its 
future work by the appointment of 
seven committees, among which are 
a Committee on Study of Proposals 
for Revision in the Church of Eng­
land and other parts of the Anglican 
Communion, and a Committee on the 
Revision of the Psalter Text, upon 
which Psalter Committee, in addition 
.to certain members of the Commis­
sion were appointed Bishop Hall of 
Vermont, Bishop Faber of Montana, 
Dean Fosbroke of the General Sem­
inary, and the. £ Reverend E. deS. 
Juny.

It was the sentiment of the Com­
mission that , the Report to be pre- 

: sented to, thè next Convention would 
be substantially the Report present­
ed ‘to the Convention at Detroit a 
very large portion of which has not 
been acted upon at all as yet. Such 
changes as the Commission may 
make will be only such changes, 
doubtless few in number, as may 
j^eera desirable .for .„weighty cause. 
The Report substantially as it stands 
is now before the Church and it is 
the hope of the Commission that it 
will receive the Church’s careful 
study, and that the Contention will 
come to its work after the benefit of 
full discussion. . ,

It \s also felt by the ; Commission 
that there are certain parts of the 
Report, namely, those new Officers 
and Pïayers, which do not involve 
revision of existing formularies,- 
which the Church may desire to use 
if presented in convenient form. In, 
regard to this matter, the Commission 
•took the following action, namely : 

“BE IT RESOLVED That, this 
Commission suggest to the several 
Bishops in the Church that if they 
should desire to authorize the use of 
any part or parts of the new offices 
and Prayers in the Second Report of 
the Commission which are suitable 
for occasional use, the Commission is 
prepared to arrange for the printing 
of such parts through the Macmillan 
Company at,the expense of the pur­
chaser.”

As there are already expressions 
from various Bishops, showing a de­
sire for such publications, it is the 
hope of the Commission that pamp­
hlets may shortly be available. They 
will probably be four in number one 
to contain Prayers and Collects; a 
sécond, containing the two Offices of 
Instruction ; a third, giving the Office 
for the Burial of a Child and a 
fourth, certain other new Offices 
contained in the Report.

The Commission gave careful con­
sideration to such matters as were 
referred to it by the Convention, as 
well as suggestions from many other 
sources, and any such* suggestions as 
are favorably acted upon will appear 
in such revision of the Report as 
may be made, and presented at the 
next Convention.

Information was received from the 
secretaries of the two houses of Con­
vention in regard to these changes in 
the Prayer Book now finally ratified. 
These will shortly be published by 
the Custodian. ,

The Diocese of Western Michigan 
contributed to General Missions last 
year $5,440.60, with twenty-one par­
ishes and missions meeting or exceed­
ing their apportionments—a marve­
lous advance over past records.

INTERCHUR0H WORLD MOVEMENT 
AN ALLIANCE OF CHURCHES

adequate support of the ministry andThe Interchurch World Movement 
of North America has offered The 
Witness a series of six articles de­
scribing in an authoritative manner 
the work of that organization. We 
have gladly accepted the offer. This 
does not mean in the least that The 
Witness is anxious to have the Church 
link herself up with this movement. 
But ip does mean that we are willip-g 
to listen to facts before passing judg­
ment. Furthermore we believe we are 
serving our readers by printing these 
articles since they should enable us to 
have a more enlightened opinion on a 
vital issue. The first article of; the 
series follows.— Editor’s note.

The financial correspondent of the 
New York Evening Post cabled from 
London recently that there was. a 
growing feeling that the best fcure 
for the present industrial and social 
Unrest lay in “a genuine religious 
revival.”

It was a layman who wrote that, a 
hard-headed newspaper man, an ex­
pert in the Stock Exchange—that is, 
in “the things that are Caesar’s.”

Yet he sees also the imperative ne­
cessity of rendering unto God “the 
things that are God’s.”

And he goes on to tell us that this 
statement about the need for a gen­
uine religious revival “reflects, not 
the opinions of excited politicians or 
religious fanatics, but the. views of 
hard-headed business men.”

The Interchurch World Movement* i 
of North America - represents “a gen­
uine religious revival.”

It is not a revival in the old sense 
of a campaign of local evangelism 
conducted by some well known evan­
gelist. That kind of a campaign, 
valuable as it is, is necessarily of 
short duration and too often its re­
sults are not adequately conserved.

The Interchurch World Movement 
represents an effort by the evangel­
ical churches to bring .about a nation­
wide revival of love of God and faith 
ip the saving power of Jesus Christ.

“Every Christian an evangelist: 
every church a center of evangel­
ism,” is the watchword of this mod­
ern revival.

The foundation of «the Interchurch 
World Movement is the same as the 
foundation of every evangelical 
church—belief that the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ alone can save the 
world.

The object of the Interchurch 
Movement is to provide the means 
by which the churches, which have 
this fundamental belief in common 
may fake,common action to promote 
their belief. ft

The Interchurch Movement is, in 
fact, an organization, governed and 
controlled ,by the churches them­
selves, to promote co-operation 
among them in pursuing those ob­
jects which are common to them all.

It has nothing to do, and cannot 
under its constitution have anything 
to do, with any organization design­
ed to promote organic union among 
the denominations.

Each denomination that partici­
pates in the Interchurch World 
Movement retains absolute indepen­
dence and autonomy ih its denomina­
tional affairs.

But all the participating denomi­
nations will co-operate in the funda­
mental objects of the Christian 
church which are common to them 
all..

These include: the missionary un­
dertakings of the churches at home 
and abroad; assistance to local 
churches; promotion of the spiritual

the provision and maintenance of 
hospitals arid homes.

It is a grand alliance of the evan­
gelical churches, in which each re­
tains its autonomy but all co-operate 
in fighting the common enemy.

Nearly two thousand years after 
the birth of Christ only one-third qf 
the population of the globe is even 
nominally Christian.

The total membership of all the 
Protestant churches in the world is 
not more than one-thirteenth of the 
total population.

There is something wrong some­
where.

If a business firm put on the mar­
ket at a cheap price a first class arti­
cle that met a general need, and yet 
found that it didn’t sell, what would 
the head of that firm say?

He would say the fault lay in the 
method of salesmanship.

Is there not some blame to be at­
tached to. thq salesmanship of the 
churches? Have they been as effi­
cient in doing the Lord’s business as 
they might have been?

individually they have labored he­
roically; but they have labored as 
individuals. Too often they have 
even competed one with another in 
doing the Lord’s business. It has 
been like a lot of departments of 
the same organization, each conduct­
ing its affairs in a thoroughly effi­
cient manner, but independently of 
all the others.

The result is that two-thirds of 
the world are still without the Gos­
pel.

It is time to substitute collective 
effort for individual. effort; co-opera­
tion for competition.

The Intei’church W orld Movement 
simply represents the logical develop­
ment of the co-operative principle 
which of late years has been applied 
with increasing success to church re­
lationships.

The Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America is a 
shining example of the co-operative 
principle in church statesmanship.

The Interchurch World Movement 
provides the machinery for working 
out this same principle in the prac­
tical details of evangelism.

PROPERTY FOR CATHEDRAL 
IN WYOMING.

Friday, the 13th of February, 
proved a lucky day for the Mission­
ary District of Wyoming, for on that 
day arrangements were completed 
whereby the Church purchased a 
piece of property Which completed 
the possession of the entire square 
upon which St. Matthew’s Cathedral, 
Laramie, stands. The Church is now 
the possessor of a most valuable and 
beautiful square in a strategic por­
tion of the city. It has owned, since 
the days when Bishop Talbot founded 
the Cathedral, half gf the square. 
The other half has been obtained 
through a gift of Mr. Tvinson and 
Miss Grace Scoville, and through the 
recent purchase. Plans are now 
being made for the removal of the 
houses now on the square, and $ie 
beautifying of the square, with a 
view to the future erection of a 
Bishop’s House and other buildings. 
The transaction is the fulfillment of 
a long cherished dream of the Bish­
op’s, to show to the University 'Stu­
dents, who come from all corners of 
the state, the Church in her 
strength. ,

'London.—The ecclesiastical parlia­
ment of the lower house, in convoca­
tion at Canterbury, again has reject­
ed the right of women to preach from

ideals of stewardship, life service and 
the power of prayer, and such other 
church activities as education, the the pulpits of the Church of England.
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EDITORIAL
By Bishop IRVING P. JOHNSON.

MODERN PAGANS " j
When St. Paul made his 'indictment of the pagan Roman 

world, he accused them of ‘'changing the tru th  of God into a  lie” 
and of “worshipping and serving the creature more than the Cre­
ator,” apd summed up theirunwholesome condition as that of men 
“without God in the world.”

It is a vivid portrayal of the essential elements of Paganism,- 
as true today as it was then and almost as frequent-

acknowledge that the soul’s astray ; but .indirectly while forgetting 
the ache in the abstraction of mental fervor; we come to and lo, the 
ache is gone, and we congratulate ourselves that we are not as; 
these publicans who do not dissolve their aches in the uplift of the 
soul. " •
< But alas! the final ache, the pains ,of death, that no man has 

dissolved. * -vf * \r . . , lit ' [ -f t
j It is not enough to take an anasthetic for one’s trivial paints; 

if the great pain awaits me when I come out from under the sickly 
smelling ether. " ' •

Besides men do not necessarily find. God in the absence of 
an ache any more than they Team love because they do not use

'The “truth of God’’ is that He is a person capable of love and 
of righteous indignation. Whereas’ “the lie” is that He is an im ­
personal force, a categorical imperative, a metaphysical hypothe­
sis, capable of nothing outside of the pagan mind that conceived it.s

To believe in a person is to accept a M aster; whereas to serve 
an idea is to retain control of the God whom we create. For the 
idea is the creature of our own little brain.

tobacco., T-vV'.t;: b ; v,
It is not enough to take an anasthetic for one’s trivial pains, 

from the tribulations of the flesh. Instead they sanctified suffer­
ing so that those who come out of great tribulation are accounted 
worthy.

There is nothing to inspire one in a Christ that avoided pain.
■ : : ■ sjs 4: sp

Like the pagans of Rome, Americans do not serve Jupiter or 
Juno, but the little gods of their own neutral mantelpieces'—the 
little gods whom they can chastise when they allow one to get 
sick or to undergo misfortune.

These little gods, however, are no longer made of wood and 
stone, but they are the elusive fabrications of mortal thought. 
Each man fashions his own, nor will he endure a god whom he 
cannot reshape as his fancy dictates.

Really this little God is a reflex of one’s own little self.
Like the Kaiser, he serves the god of the looking-glass.
This little god deteriorates with man when he goes down and 

soars with him when he goes up.
He is a facile, changeable, obsequious god who never chab 

lenges the will of his master, but rather approves each whim.
We call this new thought, for have we not created the thought 

and therefore is it not new?
, V True, the pagans of old had similar deities, but they lacked 
the modern attachments. They were good enough gods for two 
thousand years ago, but those gods lacked modern ideas. Hence, 
they have been superseded.

There is, another very large group of rather tiresome people, 
who do not trouble to make themselves gods, for with them, think­
ing is unprofitable labor.

They have no ideas that are capable of being deified. They 
worship the commandments and bow down to legislative enact­
ments. ¡5 ’ T*; ..

,Whenever these victims of mental paralysis are elevated into 
high places, whether the platform of the school-room or the ros­
trum of the forum, they set up the tablets and bid all men to 
worship them. \

To these men God is not force, but law. Is not the law sent 
from God? So “they worship their net and fall down before their 
drag.” '*vr'

To them God’s world is a great reformatory and virtue con­
sists in keeping out of it.

Piety does not consist in loving and serving your Father in 
Heaven, but in observing certairi laws.

Not even do these converts regard the great moral laws of 
Sinai as the test of orthodoxy, but rather certain petty rules by 
which the trusty is segregated from the degenerate.

Virtue consists not in loving God and forgiving your enemy, 
for I grieve to say that these ihstructors of the foolish, who “rest 
in the law and make their boast of God” are often good haters of 
those who differ from them.

Virtue consists rather in abstinence from tobacco and whis­
key and cards and theatre arid dancing.

These are taboo, far more deadly than envy, anger, malice 
and all uncharitableness. • '

What a petty world! In which God looks not at the heart but 
a t the foibles of His children, and calls those good who play 
authors but not bridge-whist. /

Is it strange that such a world should be a stupid, mediocre 
world ? Is there anything winsome or generous or godlike in such 
a cult?

' * - * * * * ' 1

And next there is a group of pagans whose god is their belly.
This is not nice way to describe this cult, but then it isn’t  a 

nice cult. :
Of course everyone at once thinks of a heavy 4eater or a 

heavy drinker as the special devotee of this cult. But not so. 
The hfiman anatomy is not concerned merely with eating and 
drinking, but it is also heir to certain aches and pains.

I take if that any religion which gravitates around the phys­
ical anatomy would coma under this classification.

There were those in our Lord’s time who followed Him be­
cause of the loaves and fishes. They were not a grateful lot. And 
then there was another group that He cured of their aches and 
pains.

They were equally indifferent to gratitude. Out of the ten 
healed, where are the nine ? Congratulating themselves rather 
than thanking God.

We humans are a selfish lot. And while we may approach our 
aches and pains, like Agag, “walking delicately,” or like Heze- 
kiah, “treading softly,” yet it is the ache we are after.

It is all right, to talk learnedly about the thinglessness of 
matter, but the ache’s the rub.

One cannot be devotional when in pain, and is not the body 
merely a refuge of the mind beneath? And if our stomach aches 
is not our soul atsray ?

So let’s approach the ache. Not directly. That were to

Paganism is human selfishness which changes the truth sof 
God into a  lie, and worships the self-same creature rather than 
the Creator.

In order to worship God, you must have something which 
you are willing to give to God, and giving it to God to be ready to 
do without it yourself. '

Why do men stay away from God’s House? For the same 
reason that a man might stay away from a grocery store. Either 
he hasn’t the price, or else -he isn’t  hungry.

What has a thoroughly selfish man to give to God ? Certainly 
not himself. He is not willing to give himself, his soul and body 
to be a reasonable, holy and religious sacrifice.

.W hat has he to give? His time? He needs it all. His 
money? He wants it all. His love and gratitude? Alas, *he 
hasn’t any to give.

The man hasn’t  the price. And he has gone Without so long, 
that he is ho longer hungry/

Why then should he “buy and eat” ? Moreover, Protestant­
ism has taught him that he can have his cake, and eat it.

' He need not part with anything. Salvation is free. And so 
why go to the store and buy something that you can get any old 
time for nothing. „ ' .  |

Religion has been cheapened until any sacrifice is too expen­
sive. ./T ■■■>■ . J ’'.-:

Of course if a man spends many thousand dollars for a man­
sion, he does so because he wants the mansion more than he wants 
the money. But supposing he loves the money more, and besides 
he hopes to inherit the mansion anyway. Why spend the money ?

If it is not necessary to lose your life in service in order to 
save your soul for eternity; why not save all trouble,—devote 
your life to yourself and have your soul too because of your 
blessed assurance'.

It doesn’t quite fit in with the fool who built more bams, and 
had his soul foreclosed because there were no assets by which it 
could be redeemed. But then, was he not a fool? Surely I am 
not that. ; ; . y- V  ^ .

I urn not so sure. It is either God who is being fooled or the 
man who hopes to acquire a soul without effort. And I do not 
believe that God is fooled. T ;

If we could only substitute a neutral God, or a  legal God or 
a God who wished away our aches and pains, what a wonderful 
Eden this would be.

But unfortunately this is not an Eden, but a wicked, stupid 
old world, a paradise pf fools who think they can elevate them­
selves by deifying their cogitations, or refusing to dance, or secur­
ing a clean bill of health until they die,

It is all comprehended in one pithy saying, “Thou shalt^wor­
ship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve.”

NOTES IN BRIEF

The outstanding event of the win­
ter session of the archdeaconry of 
Scranton was the election of a com­
mittee to investigate and report on 
the records, careers, and qualifica­
tions of any priests who - might be 
suggested asv potential candidates for 
the office of Bishop Coadjutor. They 
were elected to serve with ten men 
from the archdeaconry of Reading 
appointed by the Bishop. No author­
itative decision has yet been reached 
to elect a Coadjutor, and the arch­
deaconry of Reading constituted its 
committee to report only on the 
“bare facts of the life and career” 
of each potential candidate, omitting 
reference to qualifications. The 
committee is t© eliminate the danger 
of hasty election.

■ Colorado-—On February 23rd at 
10:30 A. M. Bishop Irving P. John­
son advanced to the priesthood in St. 
Andrew’s Church, Fort Lupton, the 
Rev. Heber C, Benjamin. The Rev. 
B. W. Bonell, Dean of St. John’s Col­
lege, Greeley, was the Gospeller; the 
Rev C. H. Brady, the Epistoler; and 
the Rev. F. W. Sherman read the Lit­
any. Mr. Benjamin is a Senior stu­
dent of St. John’s College and has 
been in charge since last June of the 
mission at Fort Lupton, where he is 
doing splendid work.

The report of the annual meeting 
of the Free and Open Church Asso­
ciation recently held in the Church 
House, Philadelphia, shows that 88 
per cent, of the Episcopal Churches 
in the country have adopted the sys­
tem of free pews. There are ten 
dioceses where pew rents are un­
known, and the movement to abolish 
them is gradually growing.

The Sedmen’s Church Institute 
has opened a new department which 
will surely prove a very useful one. 
It publishes a weekly list of missing 
seamen; men who have lost touch 
with their families either through 
their own carelessness or the uncer­
tainty of the ^movements of them­
selves or of their families during 
their absences. Those who know 
anything of the sailorman are aware 
of the fact that not all those re­
ported lost at sea go to Davey Jones’ 
locker. The Institute is already able 
to report -gratifying- results from its 
new effort.

Cedar Rapids, Iowa — An inter­
church school bf missions is being 
conducted in this city, headed by Dr. 
A. L. Murray, rector of St.. John’s, 
and Prof. George W. Bryant of Coe 
College. Dr. Murray has recently 
given six lectures in different 
churches of the city on ‘Christ and 
our Day.’

The Bishop’s House,
74 Vandeventer Place,

. St. Louis Mo., March 24, 1920.
- The Presiding Bishop has taken or­
ders for the Ordination or Consecra­
tion of the Rev. Robert Carter Jett,
D. D„ Bishop-elect of Southwestern 
Virginia, as follows:

Time Wednesday March 24, 1920. 
, Place, Trinity Church, Staunton, 
Va.

Consecrators: The Presiding Bish­
op; Rt. Rev. Dr. Tucker of Southern 
Va.; Rt. Rev. Dr. Gravatt, of West 
Va.

Preacher: Rt. Rev. Dr. Brown, of 
Va.

Presenters: Rt. Rev. Dr. Darst, of
E. Carolina; Rt. Rev. Dr.'Thomson, 
Bishop Coadjutor of S^iVa.
- Attending Presbyters: Rev. Dr. 
Berryman Green; Rev. T. C. Page.

Master of Ceremonies: Rev. J. 
Lewis Gibbs.

Deputy Registrar: Rev. John J. 
Gravatt, Jr.

Faithfully,
DANIEL L. TUTTLE,

Presiding Bishop.

Plans..for the celebration in this 
country pf the Tercentenary of;- the 
landing of the Mayflower has just 
been announced by the American 
Mayflower Council, and include sev­
enty Anass meetings,in seventy cities, 
the observance of Mayflower week 
November 21-29 . (Thanksgiving 
week), with Mayflower Sunday No­
vember, 21, concluding with a . na­
tional mass meeting . in Madison 
Square Garden, New York, on Mon­
day, November 28 to which repre­
sentative citizens from all over the ̂  
country and from abroad will be in-' 
vited.

Wyoming is waiting with deep 
concern and keen anxiety the decision 
of its Bishop concerning his election 
to ¿Delaware. -The workers in Wyo­
ming compliment Delaware upon its 
good taste and its recognition of out­
standing ability and leadership; and 
yet express the earnest hope that the 
Bishop may see fit to remain with the 
work which. he has so wonderfully 
and firmly established during the past 
ten years. These have been years of 
preparation and of foundation-build­
ing, and it is hoped that the super­
structure ,mS.y be enacted by this 
same builder, whose vision and un­
failing courage have brought the Dis­
trict to the point it now occupies. 
Wyoming at the present moment 
stands at the entrance to a wonder­
ful future, in which the Church will 
play an important part, as it has 
gained such a well-established foot­
hold by the untiring efforts of its 
Bishop • and missionaries. May they 
continue to work together in,this 
land of promise!

As a result of the Every Member 
Canvass, oi; the Nation Wide Cam­
paign on December 7th, 1919, in the 
Diocese of Rhode Island, three par­
ishes report 1,470 * new ■ wprkers, 
about 40 per cent, of which are men; 
1,284 of these are offering for work 
in the Parish; 186 of the 1,470 are 
offering -themselves for work in the 
Diocese, or for general work. All of 
these are offering whole time service 
to the work of the general Church.

Helena, Montana — The. Helena 
Ministerial Association has planned 
to have Wednesday evening of each 
week set apart as ‘Church Night,’ 
when the members of all the churches 
are urged to attend a union meeting 
for devotion and instruction in the 
various aspects of the spiritual life. 
For convenience the meetings are 
held in the Presbyterian Church.

A short devotional service is folg: 
lowed by classes taught by the pas­
tors of the seyeral churches or by 
laymen who are specialists in their re­
spective lines. v '

Not less than 250 men responded

Sunday evening to the call sent out 
from the church requesting the pres­
ence of all former lads who at one 
time in their lives had sung in the 
boys’ vested choir of St. Luke’s Epis­
copal church, Lebanon, Pennsylvania. 
The appeal struck a responsive 
chord of loyalty and a desire to re­
new old associations among their boy­
hood friends. Not only themselves 
bdt members of their families who 
had not visited the church in years 
were present at the first annual ser­
vices and reunion.

In celebration of the occasion the 
regular procedure of services was 
gone through, the same as was sung 
in times past by those filling the 
pews of the congregation.
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FORGIVENESS NOT 
VENGENCE

In the State of Illinois and some 
others the death penalty is visited 
upon criminals convicted of what are 
known as capital crimes. Many of 
the states haye abolished this pro­
cedure. It is to be hoped that in 
due course of time all will do so. It 
is thé final step in the removal of the 
worst forms of cruelty in the treat­
ment of the condemned. " , .

There was a time when most of­
fenses were punished by death. Dra­
co is said to -have written his laws in 
blood, because they prescribed capi­
tal punishment for all crimes. He 
said the smallest offenses against the 

.states deserved death, and he knew 
of no heavier penalty for the great 
ones.

But as civilization grew, under the 
influence of Christianity, the nuim- 

; her of crimes for which death was 
prescribed diminished. At the 'time 
the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth 
Rock there were a hundred and 
twelve items in -the English list of 
félonies for the punishment of which 
death was imposed. Today the list 
is\ reduced to very small proportions. 
And this is all to the credit of hu­
manity.

Along with this growing abhor­
rence' of the infliction of death by 
judicial procedure there has grown 
the sense of decency in the manner 
of conducting executions. In former 
days death was made as terrible as 
possible by the accompaniment of 
wide publicity and often the savage 
and demonstrative satisfaction of 
crowds of onlookers, whose emotions 
were stirred by the spectacle.

In later years an increasing sense 
of propriety has led to greater re­
strictions upon the number of wit­
nesses. Today the court-yard type 
of hangings has in most self-respect­
ing communities been replaced by 
private executions in the confines of 
jails and with very few onlookers. 
The efforts of a Chicago sheriff to 
secure for all the inmates of the jail 
the morbid -satisfaction of witnessing 
a hanging brought out* such a pro­
test from right-minded citizens that 
in spite of notes of approval here 
and there it was given up.

Of coursé the only argument to 
be made in favor either of capital 
punishment or of publicity in con­
nection therewith is that there is a 
deterrent influence exerted upon 
would-be criminals by the fear of 
this last moment. Similarly it is sup­
posed that criminals witnessing the 
unhappy end of their companions in 
crime may be brought to reforma­
tion. However, the testimony of 
criminologists does not vindicate this 
opinion, nor do the statistics of the 
states that still retain thé death pen­
alty in s comparison with those that 
have abolished it.

But the fundamental reason back 
of all others is the fact that it is the 
business of society to save the crimi­
nal and not to destroy him. The at­
titude which the Christian faith en­
joins is that of forgiveness. That 
does not mean that a convicted crim­
inal is to be turned free to prey upon 
the community. But it does mean 
that all the resources at the dis­
posal of society are to be employed 
in the redemptive effort. It may be 
that he will not respond, and that 
nothing less than- his continued re­
straint is practicable. Even so the 
effort is obligatory. It is the task

of society to forgive and not to take 
vengeance.

Of course vengeance is the cheap 
and easy way. . It gratifies the brute 
instincts of course men, and it ap­
pears, on the surface, as if it were 
the meeting out of an equivalent for 
thè crime committed. But in reality 
it is not so. It is society that is mis­
treated in the harsh handling of the 
criminal. '

There have been three steps in the 
evolution of the idea of punishment. 
The first -was the cruel infliction of 
death for all crimes. . That was an­
tiquity’s method. The second was 
the Hebrew law of equivalence, “an 
eye for an eye.” That was the wise 
and humane limitation of penalty to 
a balanced relation to the crime. No 
excess was permitted.

But the lavr of Christ, which must 
be the law ;for a Christian civiliza­
tion,; if we are to take Christ seri­
ously, is one Of forgiveness. It is 
not a weak and maudlin sentiment 
that would pass over the offense, and 
thus imperil both society and the of­
fènder. It is rather the careful con­
sideration of the cáuses of crime, 
and the attempt to get them out of 
the way ; the solicitous study of the 
criminal’s training and the humbling 
recognition of the blame we must 
share with him in permitting crime­
breeding conditions so free a sweep 
in our modern life ; and again the 
determination to set all the redemp| 
tive processes at work in behalf of 
the offender, that instead of being 
destroyed he may be saved. • ' ■

.WOMEN MEET IN HARRIS­
BURG.

The fifteenth annual meeting of the 
Woman’s Auxiliary of the Diocese of 
Harrisburg was held recently in St. 
Stephen’s Parish House, Harrisburg.
. Despite the very bad walking, late 

trains and illness in many quarters, 
there was a large attendance of del­
egates. Very cordial hospitality was 
extended by St. Stephen’s people to 
all their guests and a luncheon given 
for them on Thursday in the ball-, 
room of the Penn-Hariis Hotel.,
|  The Rev. H. A. Post of St. An­
drew's Parish, opened the meeting on 
Wednesday afternoon at half past 
two, and following the President’s 
Annual Message, were personal im-. 
pressions of the Tri-ennial from the' 
Diocesan Treasurer, Miss Smytbe, the 
Vice-President-at-Large, Mrs. Drink- 
water, and from Mrs. James H. Dar-; 
lington, wife of .the Bishop of the • 
Diocese.

A general conference followed, on 
the Expense Fund and on the Pledges 
and stress was laid on the great need 
of an educational secretary for the 
Diocese of- Harrisburg. The plan 
which met with most favor was for 
an educational secretary on a salary, 
who could give her whole time to 
this much needed work. Miss Boyer, 
the educational secretary for the 
Bethlehem Diocese, was present, giv­
ing a demonstration study-class which 
clearly showed the value of such work 
and aroused interest in the new 
study-class book “Neighbors.” Sev­
eral classes with this text-book will 
begin with Lent.

Bishop Israel o f : Erie was the 
speaker at the , service in the even­
ing, as well as the Bishop of Harris­
burg.

On Thursday the session began 
wi$i the Holy Communion at 8:45, in 
St. Stephen’s Church, followed by a 
Quiet Hour conducted by the Vener­
able Achibald M. Judd.

The delegates then adjourned to 
the- Parish House to hear Miss Lind- 
ley, the executive secretary of the 
Woman’s Auxiliary, who spoke on the 
“Enlarged Scope of 5 the Woman’s 
Auxiliary.” !. The box work to be 
conducted along Red Cross lines is 
one of the new idea's; also the Church 
League of Service which combines all 
women’s organization in the Church. 
Miss Lindley is always forceful and 
accurate in her: addresses and the 
delegates carried away clear ideas 

. and solid enthusiasm for the enlarg­
ed work and wider vision of woman’s 
work for the Parish, the Church, and 
the World. .. .

Christ Church, Douglas, Wyoming, 
wras injured by fire on Sunday morn­
ing, February 1st. The loss is cover­
ed by insurance, but the damage to 
the building is such that the Rector 
(the Rev. Howard R. Brinker) and 
Vestry are busily engaged in plans 
for the erection of a church and Par­
ish House which will be a credit to 
the community.

EDUCATION AND THE MINISTRY 
* — III.

OUR SEMINARIES.
By the Rev. Wm. L. DeVries, Fh.D,

The Theological Seminary has 
heretofore been modest and retiring. 
It has too little “cried aloud” in the 
world and as a result it has suffered 
in many ways.

In the first place it has been forced 
; to contend with a popular concep­
tion that the theological seminary is 
a quiet, sleepy institution, greatly 
concerned about the past, slightly 
concerned with the present and even 
less concerned about the future.

On the other hand by failing to 
keep out in the . front of things it 
has deprived itself of valuable con­
tribution from practical and con­
structive criticism of its doings^—a 
course rarely justifiable and by no 
means pardonable in an institution 
upon which so much is dependent.

Again, it is obliged to see its “good 
works” go unrecognized and fails to 
enlist enthusiasm behind its moves 
for the betterment of its position and 
the strengthening of its work. For 
(it must be politely but defintely in­
sisted) seminaries do sometimes en­
gage in “.good works,” difficult of 
comprehension though it may be. :

To break away from the tradition­
al habit of referring to things done 
ages back, we will cite briefly in re­
view a few of the important happen­
ings of 1919. In reading this little 
sketch the reader is requested to do 
so after having asked himself the 
question : “What was done for a bet­
ter ministry in the year that has 
just .gone by?”

One of the notable events of the 
past year was the establishment of 
the Joint Summer School. This orig­
inated in a suggestion advanced by 
our Philadelphia friends, when a 
number of seminary professors hap­
pened to be together in August of 
1918. The school was designed pri­
marily for students who had been in 
the national' service and whose prep­
aration «for thè ministry had conse­
quently been interrupted and delay­
ed. The Berkeley School acted as 
host with extraordinary skill and 
gfaciousness. Sixty students gather­
ed at Middletown from twelve semi­
naries. The academic achievements 
of the school wgre most satisfactory; 
but the best thing about it was the 
fine companionship of many men of 
many minds and many antecedents. 
The Summer School has come to 
stay, as has the spirit of mutual un­
derstanding and of co-operation 
which characterized its ^sessions. The 
Church will hereafter see much less 
of isolation among its seminaries and 
more of co-ordination of policy.

Then came the General Conven­
tion with its new Canons of Ordina­
tion promulgating new standards of ; 
admission to the ministry. The 
changes introduced were far too 
many to be catalogued here, but 
their importance can he briefly pic­
tu red / New subjects of examination 
on practical issues were added—par­
ish ■ organization, and accounting 
among the more novel. Qualification 
in special subjects is made necessary 
on the part of each : man—a change 
which constitutes a distinct advance 
in oür standards of training. These 
changes also create a problem for 
the seminary, which was made an 
outstanding feature of the recent 
meeting of the Theological Council 
in New York.

This council meets under the tutel­
age of the General Board of Relig­
ious Education, and at- the December 
meeting some thirty representative 
men from the seminaries and prov­
inces assembled to consider the effect 
and the workings of the new canons.

The. seminary representatives 
brought up the question of these 
new elective subjects of examination. 
None of our seminaries is equipped 
to offer instruction in all, or even in 
most’of these special subjects. Many 
of them indeed can be met by univer­
sity sources. But some must be pro­
vided by the seminaries themselves. 
And the capacity of our seminaries 
for this task varies greatly; so great­
ly that thè question was asked 
whether the next step should not be 
some specialization of function On 
the part of the seminaries. The city 
seminary, for example, is better fit­
ted to undertake instruction in in­
dustrial problems; while the country 
seminary has the rural church prob­
lem , at its doors.

These questions of interrelation 
and of specialization on the part of 
the seminaries themselves were rais­
ed by seminary men at the council 
meeting. .As welcome evidence that 
a ■ solution will be found by co-oper­
ation, is the agreement that ,the 
whole matter should come up again 
at a meeting of seminary deans.

The tentative program for this 
meeting as prepared by the secre­
tary, the Dean of the Philadelphia 
School, is an interesting one. It 
includes, besides several topics of 
technical interest, such large ques­
tions as the development of the Sum­
mer School to include post-graduate 
work; the general question of con­
certed and co-ordinated policy 
among the seminaries to meet the 
requirements of the new canons; and 
the large matter of co-operative ef­
fort to lay before the church public 
the needy state of all our training 
schools for the ministry.

It is a curious fact that very little 
new financial support has been forth­
coming for our seminaries for a gen- , 
eration or more. Great gifts have I 
been chronicled for professional ed­
ucation of secular kinds : the Rocke­
feller gifts for medical research and 
education being one case in point. 
Some of the great theological'schools 
of other bodies have also had magnifi­
cent benefactors—and have flourish­
ed accordingly.

Our seminaries are ready to feel 
that some concerted action must be 
taken to rouse the church to these 
fundamental facts: “That what is 
worth doing at ail is worth doing 
well” ; and that the proper training 
of men for the ministry is the most 
vital of all tasks the Church has 
upon its hands.

If this meeting of the deans can 
bind our seminaries more closely to­
gether, can lay the first foundation 
stone of a common policy, and can 
lead to co-operative effort—and all 
these things are possible—it will be 
a notable closing of a productive and 
constructive year.

ing, new Sunday Schools being de­
veloped at mission points, and grants 
received from various sources to 
strengthen developing work.

'■ :V-':
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THE COUNCIL OF THE DIO- 
2 CESE OF LEXINGTON.

The Twenty-Fifth Annual Council 
of the Diocese of Lexington was held 
in St. Andrew’s Church, Fort Thom­
as, Rev. W. B. Dern in charge. The 
Council was in session two full days, 
the evening sessions of which were 
devoted to the Nation-wide and the 
Sewanee Campaigns, recently held in 
the Diocese, and to , Diocesan and 
General Missions, and Social Service. 
Legislation of a progressive nature 
marked this council-—women being 
made eligible to the Diocesan Coun­
cil, the Bishop’s salary, increased, a 
definite program for the future work 
of the Diocese adopted, the work of. 
the N. W.' C. continued and a bureau 
cf publicity established. Steps were 
taken toward the commemoration of 
the 25th anniversary of the Diocese, 
and the 125th anniversary ’ of the be­
ginning of service in the ■ Cathedral 
Parish, Lexington, which will occur 
on January 30, 1921. A servic.e in 
memory of those of the Diocese who 
made the Supreme Sacrifice in the 
World War was held at the opening 
session.

The Bishop’s address dealt with thé 
past work of the diocçse and that to 
come,' presenting, in connection with 
the latter, a program of aim and 
endeavor, containing »both an ideal 
to work for and special objects »to at­
tain this year. In speaking of the 
past work the Diocesan institutions 
(Margaret College, St. John’s Colle­
giate Institute and St. Andrew’s Mis­
sion, Lexington,) were shown to be 
thriving, the missionary work grow-
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SPIRITUAL HEALING
By  Rev, MORTQN C. STONE* ,

It .has been sometimes said th a t« day. It is no less true of spiritual 
what is universal in belief is likely healing. A perusal of the records 
to be true, This statement is rather of the Society for Psychical Re­
broad however, and does riot always search will give many cases of heal- 
'work as a criterion of fact. There ing. Rut we need not turn to the 
was a time when everyone thought S, P. R. for evidence of spiritual 
that the earth was the centre of our healing. Thousands of clergy can

testify to it in their own experience.solar system, but if proved other­
wise, But there is this much truth 
in the saying, that it is often true,
especially when the belief in ques­
tion can be tested in practical expe­
rience and does not depend for veri­
fication on elaborate scientific inves­
tigation such as is needed to deter-, 
mine the course of the stars.

At any rate it seems to apply to 
spiritual healing, or whatever term 
you use for the fact that in every 
great religion, including the Chris­
tian, healing has been practiced 
apart from medical ministrations, 
and has had a tremendous percent­
age of success.. The primitive reli­
gions practice healing. The Greek 
and Roman religions practiced heal­
ing, and there were gods especially 
honored for their presumed healing 
powers. And in the light of modern 
research into the question it would 
but advertise a person’s prejudice or 
ignorance, or both, to say that all the 
accounts of successful healing of all 
manner fit disease in these ancient 
religions were purely legendary, how­
ever modern science may try to ac­
count for them. The fact remains 
that in all ages people have been 
healed by what corresponds to the 
term “spiritual healing.”

The Bible-
In the Old Testament we find the 

idea often expressed that sickness 
was sent by God. This idea, 
through reading the Old Testament, 
and thinking of it as of equal value 
with the New Testament, has per­
sisted in manf quarters today, and 
accounts for the lack of faith, and 
consequently lack of power in spirit­
ual healing. But even though the 
old Jews did think of sickness as a 
visitation from God in punishment 
for sin, yet they did also really be­
lieve that God could heal them. 
There are a great many instances of 
healing, especially among the pro­
phets, e. g., Elisha. Turning to the 
New Testament we find a tremen­
dous emphasis placed upon healing, 
especially in the ministry of Christ, 
recorded in the Gfospels. But no­
where does Christ sanctiori the idea 
that sickness is sent from 0°d. Most 

t of the cases recorded of our Lord am 
successful cases, and especially those 
cases which appealed to the popular 
imagination as “miraculous,” where 
exceptionally rapid cures were work­
ed. Doubtless there were some 
where recovery was more gradual. 
And once at any rate we find that He 
was unable to work any mighty 
works because of their unbelief. 
Faith is the invariable prerequisite 
for cure: “According to thy faith, 
so be it unto thee.” And on^the part 
of the Apostles’ failure to heal the 
demoniac boy, Christ told them it 
was because of their lack of faith,

, and also that “this kind cometh not 
forth except by prayer, and fasting,” 
whether on the part of the healer or 
the patient, it is hard to determine $ 
probably both.

Church History.
Turning now to the history of the 

Christian Church down the ages, we 
find countless cases recorded of 
healing through a variety of means, 
by anointing with oil, as following 
the. custom of the Apostles and St. 
James’ precept, by the laying on of 
hands, and through relics, to mention 
a few. Anyone interested to follow 
up this phase of the subject will find 
abundant material cited in “Body and 
Soul” by Percy Dearmer, published 
by E. P. Dutton. Parallel with these 
accounts are the many well authenti­
cated cures wrought at Lourdes and 
St. Ann de Beaupre. There is a 
strange idea abroad that miracles 
and healing stopped with the age of 
the Apostles. Nothing is further 
from the truth. If the so-called 
“super-natural” or better called- “su­
per-physical” works of the New Tes­
tament really happened, they can 
happen just as well today, as Christ 
Himself promised. And I make bold 
to say that if such things do not hap-j 
pen today, then they never happened 
in the New Testament . times. Pains­
taking and scientific psychic research 
has abundantly proved, in my opinion, 
that most if not all of the super­
physical phenomena of the New Tes­
tament have their counterparts to­

Modern Healing.
Though the Christian Church has 

never lost the power of healing, yet 
in many places it has fallen into dis­
use. The Roman Catholic Catechism 
says of Unction, that “it sometimes 
heals, the body, and always heals the 
soul.” (I am quoting from mem­
ory). This would seem to indicate a 
lack of faith. It seems so especially 
when we notice that most of the 
healing works in the Roman Church 
take piace in connection with relics 
or the shrines of the saints, rather 
than with the original use of unction.
I say this not in criticism of the Ro­
man Church. At least they have not 
lost the power of healing. Though 
Unction has changed into a sacra­
ment for the preparation of those 
who are dying, yet" God’s power is 
manifested in other channels in re­
sponse to faith. If I were to criti­
cize any church it would bei my own. 
In the Episcopal Church, though 
there was an office for Unction in the 
;first English Prayer Book, it was 
omitted from succeeding revisions, 
and for a long time healing has been 
notable for its absence in the prac­
tice of the clergy. However, it has 
not been entirely lost. Many ciergy 
have made use in private of the 
Apostolic practice of anointing, and 
today the practice is being rapidly re­
stored to its proper place as a regu­
lar part of the ministrations of the 
Church. At the last General Conven­
tion of the Episcopal Church, held in 
October at Detroit, a Joint Commis­
sion, was appointed to consider the 
whole matter of the fuller recognition 
of the ministry of healing in the 
Church. This was not to investigate 
whether such a thing existed, or was 
advisable to  use, but to give it “full­
er recognition.” Since 1909 the So­
ciety of the Nazarene, of Boonton, 
N. J., the Rev. Henry B. Wilson, 
Director, has been doing good work 
in spreading the use of healing. Any­
one interested and in sympathy with 
the work, whether a member of the 
Episcopal Church or not, will do well 
to ally himself with this society. Ex­
cellent literature on the subject can 
be obtained from there, containing 
detailed information as to the meth­
ods used.„

The Method.
There are three methods used in 

spiritual healing in ; -the Episcopal 
Church. 1, Prayer. 2, The Laying 
on of Hands, and 3, Holy Unction, 
or the anointing with oil blessed by 
a bishop or priest. The latter two 
forces are of course used in conjunc­
tion with the first, i. e., prayer. In a 
great many churches today groups of 
earnest Christians are gathering to­
gether weekly to intercede for the 
sick. The meeting generally starts 
with prayer, followed -by a study of 
spiritual healing. Then preparation 
for the work of healing through 
prayer is made by use of the Prayer 
of Silence, where all are quiet, wait­
ing for stirring of the Holy Spirit. 
Then prayer is offered for the sick, 
using theii names? and “more things 
are wrought by prayer than this 
world dreams of.” The Laying on of 
Hands is likewise very simple, but no 
Jess powerful. The healer, who may 
be a layman, with the gift of healing, 
such as Dr. Hickson, simply lays his 
or her hands on the sick person, with 
prayer for recovery. And with Holy 
Unction the person is anointed on the 
forehead with the blessed oil. This 
must be done by a priest òr bishop 
according to the teaching of the 
Church and the custom of Apostolic 
times. Whatever the ministration 
may be it is continued at intervals 
until the patient is cured, if a cure 
does not take place immediately, as 
is often the case. ' Aud likewise nò 
emphasis is placed on the kind of 
disease or sickness, but upon the cure 
by the power of God.

The Cauae.
It should be clearly understood 

that Christian Spiritual Healing, 
whether administered by prayer 
alone, or together with thè laying on 
of hands or anointing, does not claim 
to work through any physical or men­
tal means. It is not “medicine” nor 
“mind cure,” nor has it any relation 
to psycho-therapy, such as practiced

by the Emmanuel Movement of Bos­
ton. It relies simply on the power 
of God, as manifested in the activity 
of His Holy Spirit, and it ministers 
directly to the spirit of man. There 
is no quarrel, however, with other 
means of healing. God’s universe is 
one and in every part, including the 
human body, is an expression of the 
immanent and transcendant God. 
All real means of cure are God’s 
means, for the universe is “the body 
of God,” as St. Augustine called it. 
But spiritual healing tries to work 
directly with the divine part of man, 
namely, his spirit, which should con­
trol his body. It seeks to remove the 
hindrance, in mind and body to the 
flow of that Diviue Power. When 
that power can floyf unhindered 
through the human body from man’s 
spirit, then health' results. And to 
make this possible FAITH is neces­
sary. It was so in all cases which 
Christ cured. And it is so today. 
Faith is the connecting link betweeh 
the spiritual and the material, and 
unless it is present there is no com­
munication. Our mind is the medium 
of our personality. From our spirit, 
which is linked with the Divine, flows 
the life and power of God. To ap­
propriate that power and turn it into 
our bodies we must have faith. So 
we may say that the Power of God is 
the cause of healing aud that our 
faith is the condition. From this it 
follows that we can heal ourselves. 
This is true. We can if we have 
faith, and follow God’s purposes. 
But sometimes we get so weak that 
our own power needs supplementing 
from without. Then the healer is 
necessary, to open the way for God’s 
power to flow again.

The Will af God.
: Reference has been made to the 
prevalent idea that God sends sick­
ness, that He wills disease to try our 
patience on some such thing. *1 want 
to emphatically state that I do not 
believe for one instant that God 
EVER WILLS SICKNESS, any 
more than sin. He permits it be­
cause man has free p j j  Sickness is 
due to man’s" own fault just as sin 
is. If we disobey God’s law, natural 
or revealed, we suffer the natural 
consequences. Sickness is no part 
of God’s plan, except as a warning 
possibly to turn again and obey the 
law and by doing so to regain health. 
Doubtless if we wholly obeyed the 
natural and revealed laws, both laws 
of God we would never be sick. If 
we were temperate in body and sin­
less in mind I have no doubt we 
would always be healthy. Certainly 
I cannot conceive of Christ as a sick 
man, and He was without sin. Though 
we are not sinless, yet we have the 
power to rise from sin, whether it be 
formal sin against God’s revealed 
law, or material riri against His nat­
ural law. And the great helps for 
sq  doing are fasting arid repentance. 
By fasting I mean real fasting, not 
merely giving up meat for a meal or 
two, but going without any food, ex­
cept water, for a day or more, or at 
least omitting a meal for a few days. 
And by repentance I mean real re­
pentance. And when I say that this 
is best accomplished by confession 
to someone else, whether priest or 
layman, I am not saying it in any 
controversal way. Tt is • merely a 
matter of practical value. When you 
tell your sins to another you do get 
them outside yourself, which is not 
invariably the case when confessing 
alone. I imagine that if we really 
fasted when the Church says fhst, 
and werit to confession, regularly we 
would not get sick, because we would 
eliminate from mind and body those 
things which hindered the flow of 
God’s power from our spirit. At any 
rate, fasting and confession are 
great helps as preparation for spir­
itual healing. Probably a good many 
cases where there was a failure to' 
cure' could be accounted for not 
merely by lack of faith, but from 
failure to use these two things as 
preparation. - I would strongly ad­
vise anyone seeking the ministration 
of spiritual healing to prepare them? 
selves by a real fast and a real con­
fession, as well as by an absolute 
faith . that God does not will them 
to be sick, and has the power to 
heal them. When this is done I know 
no limits to what may be accomplish­
ed by the power of God.

Refined woman wanted as mother’s 
helper and parish worker. Training 
unnecessary. Monthly fifty and 
room. Address Box 42, Alpine, N. J.

New York Letter
By thç REV. JAMES» SHEERIN

THEIR BACKS TO THE WALL
A clergyman who is perforce de­

nied the privilege for a time of con­
ducting services at the usual morning 
arid çvening hours, finds compensa­
tion in the opportunity not only to 
worship in the .pews but to observe 
hpw hi? brethren conduct the service 
and preach sermons. For a year this 
has been my lot, and I want here to 
register a distinct impression that, 
allowing for all the varieties of tal­
ent, racial origin, college or semi­
nary training, wealth or poverty, 
fashionable or unfashionable man­
ner, etc., there are, after all, but two 
kinds of clergymen—the courageous 
and forward-looking and the timor­
ous who hesitate in the' border-land 
between defeat and victory.

Some sermons give one the feeling 
of listening to men who are hopeless­
ly fighting with their backs to the 
wall. This was the expression of 
General Haig in that awful spring of 
3(918 when all of us were wondering 
why the British were pushed back so 
apparently easily. The difference is 
that Haig’s call of desperation was 
responded to by Americans soldiers, 
and, with their help, renewed hope 
came into the Allies, and defeat was 
soon turned, into victory. The aver­
age clergymen, or at least some of 
them, give the impression of not 
realizing that there may be available 
help, either human or divine. They 
Sometimes appear as men who have 
fought thus drearily for ten, twenty 
or thirty years, with a feeling that 
any day may be their last,—that any 
kind of peace would be welcome, 
whether with victory or annihilation.

I lately heard an eminent and 
courageous rector, not far from his 
three score and ten years, ending a 
brave but dubious description of the 
evils of the time with a bold assertion 
of personal faith • “Yet I believe in 
God!,. I still belieye in God! I be­
lieve in God in spite of it all !” The 
trouble with, this threefold utterance 
was that it was not sufficiently cres­
cendo in effect. The second belief 
was in a lower, more Uncertain’ tone 
than the first, and the third was al­
most as a man’s voice when sinking 
out of sight for the third time in 
drowning. The redeeming quality lay 
in the totality of his courage, not­
withstanding the momentary riapse, 
and in his clinging to God much as 
Job would when he cried out: 
“Though he slay me, yet will I trust 
him!” Too many others never eyen 
hurl out this challenge to a hostile 
world. They speak timidly as though 
one were' to add : “Well, just as you 
say; maybe you’re right. But I will 
venture to trust in God for awhile 
yet.”

There are still others a great con­
trast to this in tone, and apparently 
in heart. Without his dèseent „to 
abuse and to an almost vulgar brag­
gadocio, there is in their sermons 
something of Billy Sunday’s ‘̂ Hurrah 
boys! Come, on- We’re off to the 
war against sin!” Better still, there 
is in their sermons a leap forward as 
if conscious of being at the head of 
gallant troops. There is a rush to go 
over the top, with a quiet but unshak­
able determination to come back with 
some of the enemy, or to remain in 
their quarters as a new and advanced 
outpost of the army of God. There 
is a contagion of invincible progress 
in the writes of men like this, and 
one leaves the church, be it large or 
small, with the feeling of Browning, 
“God’s in His heaven ! All’s well with 
the world !”

Despise this sort of thing as we 
may, call it “Hoopla churchmanship,” 
or “The Wririd is Mine” Christianity, 
or any other derogatory phrase we 
like, but when genuine and supported 
by a faith that gives a reason for the 
hope within it, there is no spirit so 
likely to win. We do not need much, 
revision of the. Prayer Book, or much 
aid ..from moving pictures, or any oth-' 
er more or less modern method, if we 
can get back to the irrepressible en­
thusiasm of the apostles in word and 
deed. It rejects the suggestion pf 
the hymns, “The world is very evil, 
the. times are waxing late,” or 
“Weary of earth and laden with my 
sin, I look at heaven and long to 
enter in.” It substitutes for them 
“Fight the good fight,” “Go forward,

Christian Soldiers,” “Rejoice, rejoice 
believers.” A ehurch thrilled by such 
an enthusiasm acts more like a 
mighty army, and does not expect 
“the great church victories” to be 
“the church at rest” until the great 
Commander orders it sq, in this world 
or the next.

It would be invidious to single out 
some of these right spirited workers 
and preachers of the metropolis. For­
tunately, there is a goodly proportion 
of them, young and old, and those 
who fall short are explainable not 
merely by lack of faith, but by ill 
h'ealth, often times, or by the failure 
of the powers-that-be to give them 
ample opportunity to develop as they 
ought. Heaving out of sight the dis­
heartened back-to-the-wall type, it 
has been my privilege to hear some 
who seem never to have realized that 
there is a wall against which they 
might put their backs. Good fortune 
may have aided them to this happy 
position at the front, but it is more 
likely that a sublime unconsciousness 
of the supposed irresistible power of 
evil, or a still more sublime con­
sciousness of the inevitable victory of 
right over wrong, has been so domi­
nantly in control of them that any­
thing thfey might say would without; 
effort ring like the exultant tones of 
conquerors.

Everybody can recall instance^ of 
sermons with this triumphant wilj to 
victory as the essential element. Ex­
amples I have recently litened to 
were, a sermon on Roosevelt by Dr. 
Manning, a sermon on foreign mis- 
sioss by Dr. Stires, and two by Dr. 
Van De l^ater,—one of them on 
“The Peace of God which passeth 
understanding,” and the other a trib­
ute to George Washington as church­
man and citizen. There was that in 
each of these four sermons which 
made a composite picture of the hap­
py warrior, unafraid whether ip life 
or death, and living in the hearts of 
the people in after generations sim­
ply because so much alive while in 
the flesh.

LENTEN READINQS
THE GREEN BOOK 

Second Edition 
By MRS- HORACE BROCK
“.One of our best fittle books to 

appear in recent years. Tt is fpll 
of good wholesome meat and 
deals with Church principles, prac­
tices arid devotion.”—The Bishop’s 
Letter, Louisville, Ky. - .
' “Wonderful reading. It should 
be in the hands of every priest' and 
layman.”—Rev. Percy T. Fenn, D. 
D.

’‘It is interesting from cover to 
cover and as absorbing as a novel.” 
—'Archdeacon White, Springfield, 
111.

“It is sane, clear, reasonable, 
convincing; and I hope it will be 
widely read and studied.”r—Bishop 
Gailor.

Price 50c paper; ?1.2S1 cloth. May 
be purchased from any Church 
Bookseller or from Mrs. Horace 
Brock, 1920' Spruce Street, Phila­
delphia, Pa.
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ST, MARY’S. An Episcopal School for 
Girls. Rounded 1842. Full college prepa­
ration and two years advanced work. 11ii- 
sic, Art, Elocution, Domestic Science and 
Business. 14 Modern Buildings, 25-acre 
Campus in mild Southern Climate. Mod­
erate rates. Address

Rev. WARREN W. WAY, Rector,
Box 26. Raleigh, N. C.

The Rev. Charles A. Marks, Rec­
tor Emeritus of St. Matthew’s, Wil­
ton, Conn., will assist Rectors in time 
of special need or take Sunday ser­
vices in vacant parishes. Address 90 
Wall St.; ’ Norwalk, Conn.; phone 
1310 Norwalk.

LOANS, GIFTS AND GRANTS 
to’ aid in building churches, rectories 
and parish houses may be obtained of 
the American Church Building Fund 
Commission. Address its Correspond­
ing Secretary, 281 Fourth Avenue, 
New York.
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