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SEMINARY DEANS 
JOIN FORCES

T-he Deans of .five of the Church 
Seminaries—General, Berkeley, Camr 
bridge, Philadelphia and Alexandria— 
in announcing a joint summer school 
for ex-service/men, also take the op
portunity to announce their common 
purpose and their determination to 
act together to realize it.

The manifesto reads:
“We have of late been brought into 

close and constant association. And 
we find ourselves possessed of a com
mon mind and common convictions in 
regard to certain fundamental mat
ters which each of- us alike, in his pro
fessional work,/is forced to face. We 
have determined, therefore, to act to
gether still further. We propose to 
ask the Church, and especially the 
clergy of the Church, to face certain 
facts and principles that affect its 
whole life and power to serve.

“We wish to emphasize three points 
in chief:
' “1. The Church’s strength, both 
for self-maintenance and growth aijd 
for service'' to humanity* is as the 
strength of its ministry. Our Lord so 
believed. He trained men and trust-, 
em them to win and redeem others in 
an ever-widening circle. And today,

, even though it ,be an age of move- 
* ments, nothing can „obscure the im

portance of men—men .las leaders, 
thinkers, workers. It is upon them, 
'and upon the wisdom and power of 
their .influence on life, that all prog- 

ires& toward , a better^ world indissol- 
vpbiy f-'"'
/- “2. "The power. of the clergy is 
bound up with the clearness of the 
message which they have for the 
world. We are aware of the, difficul
ties which confront* the preacher and 
the pastor. Being human, he must 
sometimes find himself perplexed and 
uncertain. We know the appalling 

’ difficulties, not least the economic dif- 
ficulties, which too often sap his life 

. force. And we believe that we of 
the 'Church’s Seminaries have a cer
tain responsibility—or at least an op
portunity—to stand back of the min- 
ister in these his difficulties.

“2. The earnestness shown by the 
Church in making and keeping the 

•professional training of its ministers 
at the highest possible level, is a sure 
index of the value it attaches to the 
ministry. And the power of the 
Church to win the best of its young 
men for the(ministry, largely depends 
'updo the evident excellence of this 
professional training. Thus the 
status of our theological .seminaries, 
and the loyal backing given them in 
their efforts jj • to serve the Church 
worthily, are . matters of vital con- 

jeern. . r
>• “We unite in the hope Hhat m$ny 

may rally to our support, and that 
so, in- the end, there may come more 
of a common mind, and a common 
resolute purpose in regard to the most 
vital and urgent of all the -Church’s 
needs p.a ministry adequate in num
bers, efficient . in training, clear of 
purpose, strongly supported.” 
r The Summer School of Theology 
will be held again in 1920. It is plan
ned upon the same general lines as 
in 1919. Headquarters will be once, 
more in the buildings of the Berkeley 
Divinity School at Middletown, Con
necticut. .The session will consist of 
two term's, of a trifle more than four 
weeks each: the first term running 
from Thursday/^ July 1st, to Monday.; 
August 2d, inclusive; the second 
term, from Wednesday, August 4th; 
to Friday, September 3rd, inclusive. 
Students may-enter for either or both 
terms.

The I School is primarily designed 
for students who were in the national 
service, and j who, since - their' dis
charge, have resumed or begun their 
preparation for the Ministry.

Bv special action of the Committee 
of Management, a limited number of 
other applicants may be admitted.
* Students who were in the national

DELAWARE AND EASTON 
AGAIN

Mr. Editor : - I have read with
great regret the letter of my friepd, 
Mr. Gateson, concerning the vacant 
Episcopate in Delaware. Bishop 
Thomas still has under advisement 
the call to be Bishop of Delaware, 
and it . séems to me singularly ill- 
timed *for a clergyman outside the 
Diocese to make public his views con
cerning that call in terms calculated 
to* seriously prejudice the man to 
whom it has been tendered.

We in Delaware feel that the Dio
cese has a “great challenge”, for a 
“broad gauge man,” and we don’t 
want ¿ïnÿ other kind as our Bishop. 
We do not agree with Mr. Gateson 
as to the causes for Bishop Kins
man’s deflection. Nor could we very 
much respect a man who found in 
statistics a “lure” to the work which 
has called him. Bethlehem was a 
.small and insignificant cdmmunity, 
when judged by statistics, yet the 
prophet spake true when he shid : 
“But thou Bethlehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the thou
sands of Judalf, yet out of thee shall 
He come forth unto Me that is to be 
ruler in Israel.”/ - " -

Mr. Gateson’s suggestion concern
ing a union. of the Dioceses of Dela
ware and Easton is by no means, a 
new one. It dates back a t least as 
fa r as the year 1819. It was under 
serious' advisement following the 
death of Bishop Coleman in 1907. 
From the geographica.1 standpoint it 
would be obviously desirable, and 
there are many .practical and eco
nomic considerations to recommend 
iff I supposé' èvery serious worker in 
either of the two dioceses has given 
some serious thought to the subject.

B u t’to inject it publicly Into a dis
cussion concerning the next Bishop 
of Delaware isfloth untimely and un
wise. ,If ,'éver thé union should be 
brought a'bout it must be after care-' 
fui délibération by the constituted 
authorities of the two dioceses con
cerned. It cannot possibly affect the 
immediate situation. It could hard
ly be discussed with propriety during 
the life-time of Bishop Adams, un
less ; he should himself become the 
sponsor and promoter of such a 
movement. (

But if .anything is ever to bring it 
about, it might best be the accept
ance of the Episcopate in Delaware 
by a “broad-gauge man like ' Bishop 
Thomas.” , As a motive for his ac
ceptance of the call which has been 
tendered him, it is quite beyond con
sideration. As a possible conse
q u e n t ofi such acceptance, it might 
very readily appeal to' the imagina
tion, of almost any one interested in 
the existing situation.

Should one of these adjacent dio
ceses eyer ' become vacant while the 
other is being governed by a Bishop 
whose consecrated devotion to his 
work, whose energy, industry, fidel
ity capability and success had been 
abundantly demonstrated it is easily 
conceivable that the manifest advan
tages of so natural a union would 
indeed outweigh all prejudices and 
difficulties in the way of - its attain
ment. It would make easily possible 
an experimental union before any 
actual union was effected.

But our present problem is to fill 
the Episcopate in Delaware, and our 

, friends can best serve us by doing 
and saying everything possible to -en
courage, Bishop Thomas’ acceptance 
of the unanimous call which has gone 
to him from the Diocese which wide
ly craved his services before Wyom
ing was so fortunate as to secure 
them. FREDERICK M. KIRKUS.

Wilmington, Del., Feb. 20, 1920.

service will be received on, terms 
similar.to those under which training 
for thé : national : service was given. 
That is, board and lodging will be 
provided by the School without 
charge, and an allowance of $45 for 
the full session or ' $22.50 for either 
term, will* be granted toward traveling 
and other incidental expenses.

AN UNIQUE BIBLE 
PILGRIMAGE

A year ago Chaplain Samuel C. 
Benson of the 59th Infantry was hik
ing into Germany with th e , Army of 
Occupation. . Now he is hiking across 
New York State from Niagara Falls 
to New York City on a Bible Pil
grimage as the representative of the 
American Bible Society, of which he 
has become the Eastern Agency Sec
retary. He will make the trip in his 
overseas uniform, carrying Bibles 
and Testaments instead of hard tack 
and corned Willie in h is ' knapsack.

Mnay thousands of 'men, women, 
young people, boys and girls, living 
along his route across the Empire 
State will treasure highly the copies 
of the Scriptures they receive from 
the soldier-preacher on his ‘ mid-win
ter missionary journey. He plans to 
sell the Scriptures at cost on week
days and to give free copies away on 
Sundays*.

Each mayor, in behalf of the citi
zens of each city through which 
Chaplain Benson will pass, will re
ceive from him at the City Hall a 
handsome Bible. He will be publicly 
received by the officials of many New 
York cities in which he previously 
addressed' Liberty Loan mass meet
ings during the war. This pilgrimage 
will carry him through Buffalo, Ba
tavia, Rochester, Syracuse, Utica, 
Herkimer, Little Falls, Amsterdam, 
Schenectady, Troy, Albany, Pough
keepsie, Col.d Spring, Yonkers, apd a 
large dumber I of smaller cities Arid
villages. Ig '

In each city and village through 
which he will pass, the Chaplain will 
give a Bible address, speaking in both 
large and small churches, Y. M. C. A. 
auditoriums, from fhe steps of City 
Halls, and on the streets. Hundreds 
of thousand of people who have never 
given much thought to the Bible be
fore hearing the eloquent young vet
eran will go home to open reverently 
the pages of the Word of God and to 
offer sincere prayers for the blessing 
of God on the tremendous task of 
the American Bible .Society in its 

.world-wide efforts to distribute the 
Scriptures to the • waiting millions, 
and especially to every home in 
America. , ' ,

At each town Chaplain Benson will 
enlist eleven oiher Christians who 
will accompany him to the next stop
ping-place on his routej where an
other company of believers will be 
recruited to continue the Bible pil
grimage.

Chaplain Benson will . follow as 
nearly as practicable the Scriptural 
injunction, “Provide neither gold nor 
silver nor brass in your purse*, nor 
scrip for your journey, neither two 
coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves, 
for the workman is worthy of his 
keep.” He says that on his arrival 
in each town he will accept the 
night’s entertainment from the first 
person who invites him, whether he 
be a hod carrier or a millionaire— 
and he has often been entertained by
both. /' . M |  ,"/:-''v i

The Chaplain expects; to arouse in
terest in the Bible cause throughout 
the ' state, and to increase not only 
the reading of the Scriptures but also 
the gifts of individuals who desire to 
promote the world-wide work of the 
American Bible Society in Supplying 
the Scriptures printed in over 150 
languages and dialects.

BISHOP THOMAS DECLINES

Bishop Thomas has declined to ac
cept his election to the episcopate of 
Delaware.* In a short letter address
ed to the members of the Standing 
Committee of that Diocese he thanks 
them for the great honor conferred 
upon -him by his election, but states 
that he is needed in the mission field 
of Wyoming.

BISHOP BEECHER NEEDS 
HELP

To the Editor:
Some of your readers, perhaps all 

of them,. Will want to know the news 
contained in this letter. I t is in line 
with the kind of news we used to read 
with keen sympathy during the war 
and, reading, were moved to action.

At the present tittie, one of the 
hardest worked Bishops in the Do
mestic Missionary field .is George 
Alien Beecher, Missionary Bishop of 
Western Nebraska, also in charge of 
the District of Salina, which com
prises two-thirds of the State of 
Kansas. To oversee the spiritual life 
of these two inland empires is 
enough to tax the strength and faith 
of any man. Add to this the personal 
conduct of the Nation-wide Cam
paign in the missions and parishes in 
this domain and throw ift the effort' 
to secure sufficient, workers, and 
maintain* their morale, and you can 
see that the Bishop is tackling a real 
man’s job.

At Kearney, Nebraska, is a Church 
school for b oys. This year was the 
best in its history from the viewpoint 
of enrollment. Early in January, an 
epidemic of “flu” caught 62 of the 
boys. The well boys were sent home 
and, owing to the inability to secure 
enough nurses, the Bishop gave him
self to the task of helping nurse the 
sick ones. Four boys out of the 62 
died.

February 2nd the school was Ae/ 
opened, and on the 19th the boiler- 
room and laundry were burned to the 
ground.; It will cost . ^jfiflO to -re
place" these buildings exclusive of in
surance. A’ temporary boiler will be 
attached to the steam lines, and pro
tected by a tent; but the boys must 
be kept warm, and the school must be 
kept going at its former high level.

Who will come to the aid of the 
Bishop at this crisis? Thirty-six peo
ple sending me one hundred dollars 
apiece would turn the trick. Surely, 
in the number of those who read 
your paper there are thirty-six men 
and women who will be glad to rush 
relief not only to the Bishop and his 
trustees, but to the boys as well. ..

This is an S. O. S. God grant it 
finds a quick response. Checks for 
any amount will be gladly received 
by me for this purpose if sent to 281 
Fourth Avenue, New York City.

Sincerely yours,
FRANCIS S. WHITE,

. '  Dpmestic Secretary.

DEATH OF THE REV. A. G. 
BAKEWELL. 1

The death of the Rev. A.. G. Bake- 
well, of New Orleans, has caused 
general sorrow in that city.

Ministers of every denomination, 
men, women and children, rich and 
poor, black and white, crowded to 
overflowing little Trinity Chapel in 
South Rampart street Monday after
noon to pay a last tribute to the 
memory of the venerable rector, 
whose body lay in state before the 
little altar, where he had served for 
thirty-six years.

The Rev. Bakewell was not only a 
beloved citizen and pastor, but an 
institution in the city, venerated and 
regarded with affection by those who 
had but slight personal acquaintance 
with him. Wearing the robes of a 
priest of the Episcopal Church, the 
body of Dr. Bakewell lay in the little 
chapel where he had labored up to 
the time of his death.

The life of Dr. Bakéwell as a min
ister has been governed by the deep
est sympathy and human kindness as 
his first doctrine. There are hun
dreds of persons in the city to whom 
his personal spiritual ministrations 
have marked >Ja milestone in théir 
lives. Up to his death, inspite of his 
97 years, his mind was clear and 
alert, and he conducted services with 
remarkable regularity,, using a lay- 
reader as assistant.

QUAKER CITY TO 
KEEP FORUM

The open forum, which was inaug
urated under the direction of the Dio
cese of Pennsylvania, and which was 
obliged to close because of opposition 
on the part of a few prominent mem
bers of St. Mary’s Church, where it 
was being held, has reopened in St. 
James’ Parish Hall, Phiiladelphia. 
The committee in charge, has issued 
a very neat leaflet announcing their 
purpose as follows:

(a) Stimulates social thinking.
(b) Encourages clear statements 

of opposing points of view.
(c) Challenges the personal "re

sponsibility of sound and con
servative thinkers.

(a) It is incumbent upon all citi
zens to understand the problems of 
théir city and to act intelligently in 
regard to them. This cannot be done 
without the knowledge of the facts. 
The Forum stands essentially for 
clear thinking, it will take no action.

(b) Both sides of the subject un
der consideration will be presented. 
Questions from the floor will be in
vited. Discussion will be open to all.

(c) Sound and conservative think
ers owe it to themselves and to the 
constructive ideas for which they 
stand to express thesé ideas in pub 
lie for the good of the community. at 
large.

The following speakers and subjects 
are also announced:

March 8—Dr. J. P. Lichtenberger, 
Ph. D., Department of Sociology, Uni
versity- of Pennsylvania. Subject: 
“Mental Levels and Social Problems.”

March 22—Mr. Robert Wolf, Con
sulting Engineer, New ‘York City. 

,Subject: | “Creative Impulse in Indus
try.”

April 12—Rev. Mercer Green John
ston, D. D.; overseas 20 months, re
ceiving D.’ S. C. and Croix de Guerre. 
Subject: “Dare the Church Follow 
Her Leader?”

April 25—The Honorable E. L. 
Tustin, Director Department of Wel
fare. Subject: / “City Welfare in 
Philadelphia.” /

DR. CYRUS TOWNSEND BRADY

At the first regular meeting of the 
Vestry of Trinity Church since the 
death of the Rev. Dr. Gyrus Town
send Brady, the Rector, Wardens and 
Vestry unanimously adopted the fol
lowing minute and resolutions :

“Whereas, the Rev. Dr. Cyrus 
Townsend Brady, some time rector of 
Trinity Parish, Toledo, Ohio, has been 
called to “the rést that remaineth for 
the people of God,” we, the Rector, 
Wardens and Vestrymen of Trinity 
Church, desire to express our appre
ciation of his ministry in this parish 
arid particularly his work of remodel
ing the Parish House and refurnish
ing the chancel of the Church. I t  was 
a labor of love on his part and 1 car
ried out with devotion and the splen
did energy which was characteristic 
of him.

“A s. scholar, author and preacher 
we en joyed his inspiring messages and 
sympathetic ministrations, and we ex
tend to his widow and the members of 
his family our deep and heartfelt sym
pathy.

“RESOLVED, That this minute be 
entered upon the records of Trinity 
Parish, in the Church papers, and a 
copy be sent to Mrs. Cyrus Townsend 
Brady, of Yonkers, N. Y.”

George Gunnell, Rector.
T. H. Walbridge, Senior Warden. 
M. W. Young, Junior Warden.

Julian H. Tyler, Clerk. ,

After serving several years as the 
executive secretary of the Joint Com
mission on Social Service the Rev. 
Frank Monroe Crouch has resigned 
and accepted a position on the staff 
o*f the Iridustrial Relations Comriiis- 
sions of the Interchurch World 
Movement, with headquarters at 45 
West 18th Street, New York.

Copyright 2020. Archives of the Episcopal Church / DFMS.  Permission required for reuse and publication.



Page Two T H E  W . I T N E S S . March 20, /1920

EDITORIAL
By Bishop IRVING P. JOHNSON.

NEW MASTERS.

I have been trying my lever best to analyze and understand the 
Inter-Church Movement. Where i t . originated?' What is the 
basis of its authority ? Where it will end?
• One’s sources of information on the top of the Rockies as to 

what comes out of Gotham are necessarily remote,'and'the means 
of communication somewhat retarded, but distance and perspec
tive and deliberateness frees one from prejudice.

I will do my best to reproduce what I have learned, and will 
be glad -to be corrected if my assertions are not according to facts.

The movement is so colossal and the financial backing so lib
eral and the scope of the movement so great, that one realizes that 
he is living in the day of big things, when religious secretaries have 
the handling of millions in pursuit of ah ideal.

Possibly the ideals behind the League of Nations are those 
which inspired the Interchurch Movement, and possibly the same 
strength and weakness in the eyes of protagonists or antagonists
are equally in evidence here.

■ . * * ■ * ■
The Interchurch Movement, as I understand it, was con

ceived by the mind of one man, who is firmly convinced of his own 
inspiration and has been able to convince others that he is a leader 
of men. K w  ■■■/,■ v

This man, having convinced himself and others tha t such a 
movement was needed, and that the Protestant Churches must 
come to it, launched the enterprize, and connected up with it the 
outstanding figures in the movements of these allied 'churches.

Of course, the first problem was the m atter of finance.
; When one undertakes a nation-wide movement, the bill for 

office rents, secretaries’ salaries, stationery, postage and inciden
tal expenses in each separate city, such as traveling expenses of 
delegates, entertaining groups fa t diimer and employing inspira
tional speakers is enormous. - .

» To send one letter to one hundred thousand representatives 
, costs the snug sum for postage, stationery and typing of five thou- 
* sand dollars. #

Rut one letter is a mere trifle. The cost of such a movement 
as the Interchurch Movement mounts up into the millions.

How could these millions be secured ? Arid they have been 
secured. \  | | | |  |S |

The reputed method is as follows: The various denominations 
have made great drives. One denomination alone has secured 
more than a hundred million dollars.

Who handles these millions ? The boards or bureaus, who are 
the executive agents of the various denominations are the ones 
who have the handling of these enormous sums,

They are a comparatively small group of men.
They are located in a comparatively small area of the nation.
They are human, and therefore susceptible to influence from 

men of strong personality.
What has happened? I may be misinformed, but I under

stand that the Interchurch Movement is underwritten for twenty 
millions and that the underwriters are the various administrative 
boards of the various denominations. That is, the funds raised by 
this drive and that drive are in a sense hypothecated to finance 
a bigger drive for a still greater purpose.

There has been, I understand, no referendum to the people, 
but there, has been an endorsement of the movement by the 
boards of the various denominations, said endorsement accom
panied by a portion of the guarantee.

Our own Church has never been officially approached so far 
as I know; has never endorsed the movement, nor in any way 
underwritten it. $ -

I am confident that our Presiding Bishop and Council would 
not feel free to do so Without a referendum to ascertain the mind 
of the units who gave the money.

* * *
The movement is in a way, a soviet action rather than a demo

cratic one. It emanates from those in contact with boards and 
represents the benevolent action of a missionary group, who do not 
care for majorities, but are confident of their «own disinterested
ness and competency to act for the people.

This soviet government acts through a secretariat and in
creases the number of secretaries throughout the country, which 
secretaries are answerable to the soviet committee and which 
secretariat has behind it the millions thus underwritten.

. •!» «1* ■
It is conceivable that An army of secretaries, having such an 

excellent cause, backed by such a huge treasury, and directed by 
such eminent men could be a very strong and compelling power.

I f^ncy that even such an august body as the bishops of the 
Methodist Church would find it difficult to oppose such a secre
tariat, even were it so disposed, and that having accepted it, would 
find it exceedingly difficult to influence or control its actions.

In short, once established, such a soviet, with well-paid and 
efficient secretaries and with unlimited resources, w,ould be a force 
to be reckoned with, even in a democratic country! '

Once established, I should say tha t the very ability of the 
men at the 'helm would mean the introduction of a new religious 
force, more dominant than democratic, more utilitarian than doc
trinal.

1 There are those who think differently. I belong to the group 
who think that the success of the self-constituted group, in no 
sense representative of the people, but possibly inspired of God, 
would mean the breaking down-of denominational groups because 
the real power had passed out of their legislative bodies.

Any group who control the funds has a very persuasive 
force. , '

But this is not all. ■ '
I am convinced that a drive for money, divorced from other 

considerations, has what is commonly known as a “kick’* in it. 
Scientifically this is known as a reaction.

The drive carries with it a calTfor workers, and the enthu
siasm of its prosperity eliminates the call to hardship.

Workers are not only needed, but they will be looked after in 
a financial way. ■ • t ■'

Some three years ago, a religious body noted for its zeal, 
raised several million dollars and secured several thousand volun
teers, who were willing to be educated for missionary 'purposes. 
The dollars were raised easily, the volunteers were secured, and in 
three years not ten per cent of those volunteers are still in the 
race.

Already the standard of revolt has been raised here dnff-there 
in various religious bodies agdinst\what they are pleased to style 
the autocracy of these movements. ,

The placing of millions of dollars in autocratic bureaus is. a 
dangerous experiment, unless such bureau keeps in very close 
touch with the people. r

The soviet form of government is after all nothing more than 
a benevolent tyranny, and when it ceases to become benevolent, 
why then it becomes disagreeable.

I believe in central power, but I ani an American and believe 
tha t such power must interpret the will of the bocfy, not attempt 
to control it.

It is parsing over to religious bodies of limited representative 
character, the methods of efficient business corporations

I believe in efficiency, but not at the sacrifice of democracy.
I am suspicious of a bureaucratic hierarchy, which feels re

sponsible merely to its own inclination. I t may accomplish much 
good, but it is not American, nor democratic. /

nj JESS |  Sj HH * *
I have no brief against the Interchurch Movement. It may 

be inspired of God. I simply cannot see my way to divide my 
allegiance. . V-.!

I believe that this Church has made a forward step in creat
ing the Presiding Bishop and Council. I have good reason to be
lieve tha t its greatest desire is to execute the will of the body 
which it represents. . - .

It comes at an opportune time. Our old Board of Missions 
was a fine body of men. It was too aloof from the Church to 
interpret the body. It became unpopular^ It was unpopular 
because it die1 not not invite criticism, but resented it. Its execu
tive committee was too much of a law ;mto itself.

This aristocratic Church of ours, “trange to say, is wedded 
to democracy. It was Washingtonian in its demand for it.

|  We have a National Council to which we have entrusted our
selves. Some of us cannot see our way to dividing our allegiance 
between a cabinet of this democracy and £ self-constituted soviet 
committee which is too prosperous to be innocuous-

It seems to me that the Christian religion is at the dwiding of 
the ways, and I am not prepared to follow the soviety.'however 
able and devoted it may be. ■ \  ' •, , ’

* * * ■,
In this connection I wish to quote from an article on “Amer

icanization,—the Other Side,” written by a Slovak attorney of 
more than ordinary ability. , Speaking of settlement Workers 
among foreign populations;.he says: “There is a suspicion among 
the foreign born tha t all this hullabaloo now raised is artificial, that 
the professional Americans need it in their business.”

The wTar has created so many new professions, organizers and 
charity workers, who need new outlet for their talents. !

It is just here that I, too, am afraid. 1 The Interchurch Move
ment is introducing thousands of new secretaries in our midst. 
These'secretaries do not supplant the army already existing. They 
supplement them. v

What we need is workers in the field, who get in real personal 
touch with, the people. v ' .

Rut these workers are getting very restive. They* have hard 
jobs for which they are poorly paid. They are getting envious of 
men who seem to have soft jobs for which they are well paid.

It is a dangerous thing to increase the number of secretaries 
and professional Christians. We can’t spare them from the ranks, 
and they increase the burden without alleviating the task.

The Interchurch Movement is a stupendous experiment; it? 
leaders are able men; its growing power is enormous. ,

If it has a-definite policy, it has concealed it, but that it is a 
powerful agency no one can deny.

Personally, I believe the reaction will be great- I wonder 
if th is organization is strong enough and cemented by a definite 
enough conviction as to what it is for, to carry it through the in
evitable slump that religious movements must always expect after 
unusual effort. And if it has this strength and succeeds in 
weathering the storm I wonder how these two masters, the denom
inational assembly and the Interchurch autocracy are going to be 
served by the same disciples.

THE RACINE CONFERENCE
All who were at 'Racine last year 

will wish to go again, and their 
friends to whom they told the story 
will also have it in mind. The dates 
are announced as from July 6th to 
16th,- and the demand for accommo
dations is likely to exceed the supply, 
fo r the latter was Well taxedlast July.

A tentative program has been is
sued! ' showing that'w ell nigh every 
form of study has been provided for 
in the shape of leetures, teacher 
training classes and discussion groups. 
Irving Johnson, of Colorado, is to 
draw some lessons f o r . today from 
the history of the past, and these alone 
ought to repay anyone for time and 
expense incurred in going. Bishop 
Wise will - have a challenge, as reT ? 
y§aled by the Nation-wide Campaign, 
and the Rev. L. N. Caley, of Phila
delphia, is down for a course of illus
trated lectures on , Church History 
and another on the Old Testament.
; Other courses will be given by Mrs. 
Biller, of Dakota, on The Church 
Service League; Miss Cook, Educa
tional Secretary of Southern Ohio, on' 
The Church School Service League ; 
Mrs. Cleon Bigler, pn- The Font Roll ; 
Rev. Merton Ross, on Social Service; 
Rev. Morton Stone,, on Pageantry, and 
Miss Matthews will have àn appeal to 
the ideals of the younger generation.

Time will also be found for the 
consideration of' the devotional life 
and personal religion, fQr the discus- ' 
sion -of work day instruction in re
ligion pnd for a course on'the Prayer: 
Book.

It will be welcome news to many 
that Fr. Officer is to be the chaplain 
of the Conference, and that the daily 
Bible class will Hie under the leader--; 
ship of the Rev. David Ferris, of Ro
chester, N. Y.

MISS TILLOTSON SPEAKS AT 
SAVANNAH.

Miss Emily C. Tillotson, educational 
secretary of the Woman’s Auxiliary 
to the Presiding"Bishop and Council, 
visited Savannah March. 2-5 for the 
purpose of holding an institute and 
special meetings for the members ; o f 
the. Woman’s Auxiliary’. The- first 
i' eeting was held oh Tuesday evening, 
March 2, at St. John’s Parish“'Hal1̂  
when both men'and women heard M^ss 
Tillotson speak on the -  Church’s 
broadened program. ; Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday evenings an in
stitute was held at St. John’s Parish 
Hall, and  special instruction was giv
en to those who, it is hoped, will be- 
?• me leaders of discussion groups, on 
the study of the Survey. Only . cerfl 
tain fields can be touched on in ' the 
short space of time,; and the work of 
the Church among the Indians, in the 
Hawaiian Islands, in 'th e  rural dis
tricts and in Japan were briefly dis: 
cussed by Miss Tillotson. On We 1- 
nesday afternoon a large number of 
women, most of them members of the 
Woman’s Auxiliary, gathered at St, 
John’s Parish Hall, and were inform-.., 
ed on the new plans of the Auxiliary 
and organization methods for forming 
unii s of the Church Service League.

TAKING OVER THE CZAR’S 
BUSINESS

BOOK TASTER

The New Social Order. By Harry 
F- Ward. Macmillan Co., New York. 
$2.50.

This book is noteworthy as-an ar
gument in the light of the most re
cent industrial and political develop
ments, for the socialization of mod
ern life, on the basis of the central 
teachings of Christianity. It also 
constitutes a source-book for the es-

sentials of the great social programs 
which have been put forward in 
America and in Europe in the last 
three years, notably, the British La
bor Party’s program, the constituí 
tion of the Russian Soviet Republic 
and the League of Nations. A num
ber of the reconstruction documents 
issued by church bodies are analyzed 
and conipared.

The book is non-technical and well 
suited to the lay reader to whom the 
social gospel is unfamiliar.

In the old days the deportatimi of 
political radicals from Russia 1 to Si
bèria was a topic on which Americans 
were sure to grow wroth. : Thè, con
stitutional guarantees of free speech, 
free assemblage and a free press had 
nqj yet been granted, as the weapons 
of Bolsheviks. The radicals we have 
recently deported from this country 
are precisely the kind of people the 
czar used to deport, except that they 
are much milder and less dangerous 
people. In order that we should not 
lack henceforth a port of landing for 
future deportations, it is proposed in 
a. bill offered by Senator Fletcher, of 
Florida, to use the island of Guam as 
a place to land political undesirables. 
This island is noted for being one of 
the most unwholesome spots under the 
Stars and Stripes. Full of infectious 
diseases, infested by rats and torn by 
typhoons, it works powerfully,, upon 
the imagination of the southern sen
ator. Meanwhile, has no onei /any 
faith in old-fashioned Americanism*? 
Would our foreigners reject our con
stitution and our laws if they really 
understood them? Does not the‘rem
edy lie in education • and religion, 
rather than in police officers and • an 
American imitation of Siberia?—The 
Christian Century.Copyright 2020. Archives of the Episcopal Church / DFMS.  Permission required for reuse and publication.
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A MESSAGE OF. PALM 
SUNDAY

_ Ralph Waldo Emerson defines a 
hero as one who, taking both his rep
utation and his life in hand, will 
dare the jfibbet and the mob/by the 

^ absolute truth of his speech and t]he 
rectitude of his behavior.

Our Lord was that sort *of* a hero 
on Palm Sunday when He entered 
Jerusalem . amid the cheers of the 
plain people, for He knew full'well 
that He would have to pay the pric-e 
for such heroism.

From the beginning of His minis- 
try His teachings and methods had 
enraged the orthodox and pious peo
ple of His generation. To eat with 
unwashed hands was a sin against 
their ritual, which meant excommu
nication and burial in unhallowed 
ground for the offender. Yet Jesus 
allowed His disciples to do so, and 
when the custodians of orthodoxy 

- called His attention to it He replied 
that they worshipped God only with 
their lips; that they were not teach
ing the 'Commajndments of God but 

-¡the doctrines of Men;, that they 
cleaned the outside of the cup well 
enough, but that the inside was full 
of extortion and excess; that their 
little ritualistic observances were all 
very well in their place, but they 
were making them all important,

: while they were neglecting the 
weightier matters of the ..Law, Jus
tice, Mercy and Truth.
- He broke the Sabbath laws; He 
spurned the Jewish requirements 
about clean and unclean food; He 
refused to (fast according to their 
schedule. And when these pious 
people called His attention to* these 
offences He told them that a peni
tent sinner was in a better spiritual 
state thah a church-going, law-abid
ing Pharisee who fasted twice a week 
and gave tithes of all he owned. He 
made them understand that He did 
not intend to sew His new truth as a 
patch into their outworn garment; or 
put His new Wine info their old bot
tles. /

Jesus Christ spent His life. In at
tacking a point of view which had 
been accepted by the “best people” 
for years; a- state o£ mind which was 
forced on the people of His day by 
social customs and traditions. He 
disregarded these established con
ventionalities, and in referring to 
time-honored corollaries of the Law 
he said, “Ye have made void the 
word of Go<J because of your tradi
tions.” As Dr. Fosdick says in his 
little book, ‘‘The Manhood of the 
Master,” “ to the Jews He was a dan
gerous revolutionist in society and in 
religion , an innovator.” ,

Yet Our .Lord did not consider 
s Himself such, but rather as One who 
• came* to bring in the noonday of 
which the former truth was but the 
dawn. But the Pharisees and Scribes 
had so obscured the real meaning of 
the. Law that they did not recognize 
it when it was uttered in its truthful 
nakedness. He did His best to malce 

Ahem understand. He took care not

to injure them by too bold a “refer
ence to their traditions and conven
tions. He used their time-honored 
phrases, and was faithful to the law 
insofar as His conscience would al
low. But to no avail. Their eyes 
accustomed to the darkness pf Phari- 
seeism,, closed in order to shut out 
the penetrating light of His gospel 
and' Our \ Lord 'soon found Himself 
face to face with a well organized' 
and self-complacent church, the lead
ers of which “went out/and straight
way w th  the Herodians, took coun
cil against Him, how they might de
stroy Him.”

Jesus Christ walked into Jerusa
lem on Palm Sunday to be crucified 
If or living up to God’s truth—-cruci
fied for expressing too Jml^lj^ that 
which .His enemies knew to 'be  true. 
He could have saved Himshlf by com
promise, by equivocation, by silence. 
But ho. With an absolute fearless
ness which was almost joy He walked 
into the city that day, knowing full 
well that He was marching" straight 
toward the Cross. He had slapped 
self-complacent orthodoxy and» proud 
exclusiveness in the face. Unflinch
ingly He marched into Jerusalem to 
pay the price for His courage.

What has this to do with us? Let 
yourself be the judge. Do we today 
lay more importance upon the- ritual 
istic . observances and ceremonies 
than upon the weightier matters? 
Frankly where are your sympathies ; 
with tbe pious unthinking rabble ' or 
with that Lone Man? We say with 
Him. Our ancestors would have said 
so too, yet often did they revile, per
secute and even kill the. bearer of 
truth. Love joy’s press was destroy- 
ed~T>y Christians; William Lloyd Gar
rison .was dragged through ' the 
streets of Boston by “the pious” for 
denouncing chattel Slavery. All men 
who have served humanity by discov
ering a new,truth have been hamper
ed by those who, by faulty disposi
tion, lack of 'learning or mistaken 
action, have obscured to contempo
raries the value and significance of 
their message. Yet these persecutors 
belonged to a society which professed 
to believe : that God’s Spirit was to 
lead humanity from time to time into 
new truths. Often did they show 
their disbelief in . the power of God 
by treating trpth-seekers as the 
Pharisees treated Him.

We each represent a divine idea. 
Let us express it fearlessly. “God will 
not' have His work made manifest by 
cowards.” More important still, if 
we ourselves cannot be heroes, let 
us at least see to it thajb we do not 
persecute the few fèarless truth- 
seekers that we have, lest we, also, 
be judged guilty by future genera
tions ofi • repeating the tragedy of 
Holy Week.

W. B. S.

New York Letter
By The REV. JAMES SHEERIN.

A.GREAT RELIGIOUS OPERA

ST. ALBAN’S MISSION, 
FLORENCE, COLO.

¡Friday, February 27Ah, . Bishop 
Irving P. Johnson visited St. Alban’s, 
Florence, and confirmed a class of 
seven presented by Rev. Don Frank 
Fenn.

The following odt-of-town clergy
men were present:

Dean Thomas Cassidy of Pueblo, 
Rev. John Foster of Pueblo, Rev. D. 
C. Lees of Salida, Rev. Don Frank 
Fenn of Canon City, Rev. Henry 
Steele of Denver.

It was one. of the most notable 
gatherings in the history of the 
chureh. Bishop Johnson’s interesting 
address was received with great ap
preciation.

The Bishop, visiting clergymen, 
and v the church. ; committee y were 
entertained at dinner by the wives 
of the committeemen, at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Emanuel, at which 
matters of interest arid the welfare 
of the parish were discussed.

NOTICE?

The building at 124 E. 28th St., 
New York City, headquarters of the 
Central Office of the Nation-wide 
Campaign, has been sold.

After March 15th all communica
tions for the Nation-wide Campaign 
should be addressed care Church Mis
sions House, 281 Fourth Ave.,JNew 
York City.

1 “Parsifal’’ is so sublimely religious 
in its aspirations reverent people are 
apt to feel a, bit shocked to hear it 
described as; an opera. That, how
ever, . is the'name given to it by crit
ics more ahd more, and an opera 
may be just as validly sacred as a 
music drama or an oratorio if we 
have the right mood for it.

Parsifal has bfeen given three times 
thus far in Lent at the Metropolitan 
Opera ¿ House with packed audiences, 
which means more than 4,000 peopíe 
each time. A newspaper man refers 
to them as N “those pious audiences' 
which enjoy their Lenten religious 
services vicariously.” Among those 
present were not à few of ' our own 
clergy arid many Roman Catholic 
priests. The spirit of the majority 
seemed •devoutly' religious,¡Éid a t  thé 
first performance the day following 
Ash-wednesday, they tried to drown 
out all applause through a sense of 
respect for the sácredness of the 
theme. In the end the enthusiastic 
applauders were victorious. Why 
n°f? .In  the days of St. Chrysostom, 
as neriY Apostolic days as the Nicene 
Creed, hand clapping was a recog- 
nized part ,of'- public worship, at 
least so faP as approval of sermonic 
thori^hts was concerned. I myself 
havfe heard such . applause in more 
conservative churches than that of 
the Rev. Dr. Percy S. Grant’s, among 
therii being Trinity and ■ St. Paul’s, 
Boston, and St. John’s Cathedral,. 
New York. At first* I was unquali
fiedly shocked, but when I began, to 
reason ; I wps coinpelled to ask why 
clapping of the hands was not Æs 
justifiable as. audibly saying Amen, 
or bowing the head or the knee?

Organs and all instruriiental music, 
as well as candles and incense, were 
at first quite hateful to many of the 
children of light, J but the beneficial 
use of all such things, as well as of 
h^rid clapping, is largely dependent 
upon • the ^spirit behind or within 
them.

Attention has. been called to the 
fact that Parsifal, besides being very 
beautifully expressive of certain ele
ments jn the Holy Communion, espec
ially the 'moment of consecration of 
the ^reá.d and wine, is a composite 
picture of .religion—; with dashes of 
Budhism and Paganism, as well as 
Christian and Catholic theology. A 
noted French critic said that, supre- 
mely \ beautiful as it may be as a 
whole, there is one thing more beau
tiful, and that is the ordinary low 
mass of the Church, wherever it may 
be celebrated, in any city or country 
parish.

Occasionally one has to doubt 
Wagner s reverential treatment of 
Christian fundamentals. There is, 
for example, too much confusion of 
the person of Our Saviour with Par
sifal, the guileless deliverer^ And 
that confusion leads to a Or ! 
blaspheriious suggestion v of .. .sexual 
temptation in the -flower garden 
the Magician’s castle. But setting 
aside these possible errors in taste, 
Parsifal as- a play as well as a piece 
of music, is one qf the most inspir
ing productions of the genius of man. 
As such, with its illuminating inter
pretations of Christian feeling, it is 
worthy of a place in Lériten pro
grams, especially when rendered as 
it is by the Metropolitan Opera 
House forces in New York.

More than that, just now it-is an 
exhilarating reminder that . not all 
that -came out of Germany was evil. 
Wagner and his kind hated Prussian- 
ism. He showed this openly during 
his lifetime in various ways and 
Pafsifal continues to show it splen
didly in its -wonderful emphasis on 
love and sacrifice^ especially when it 
so beautifully combines those Good 
Friday and Easter feelings which are 
so contrary to all that the doctrines 
of frightfulness in war have brought 
upon the world.

It is worth noting in t^is- connec
tion that the most effective ’brief bit 
of sacred music in NOW York is the 
final Amen .at vespers in .St. John’s 
Cathedral. The consecration notes 
of Parsifal are used, passing far off 
to the dome above the altar, with the

sound of the Sanctus bell repeated 
over and over. It is worth a journey 
to New York to hear this great 
Amén.

I f  the Foundations Are Destroyed
We should hope that it is but a 

passing passion of panic that makes 
men, both cleric and lay, seem.so un
reasonable in their varying attitudes 
as to the wisdom of departing anar
chists or expelling socialists from 
legislatures. - It certainly at present 
seems tò be hurting the reputation 
of many for sanity and breath of 
thought. If a man,* who is not par
ticularly excited òn either side, ven
tures to call attention to the possibi
lity of thinking on both sides, he does 
not please “the Reds,” of course, and 
he is liable to vicious-attack by those 
ultra patriots who insist on seeing 
red nowadays whenever gentle treat
ment or social reform is mentioned. 
To his ^amazen^nt, sometimes, he 
finds himself classified with the un
patriotic- or traitorous; or, at the 
least, as% ari undesirable citizen. All 
of us who are Churchmen and Christ
ians ought to endeavor to live aloof 
from this unreasoning atmosphere 
though it is very difficult to avoM 
being drawn into it against one’s 
better will. ; ; ^

A layman, Mr. Arthur O. Town- 
send, who seems to be also a strong 
Churchman ip spite of his finding 
the Roman priests” safer guides at 

present than our own, has just pub
lished an interesting address in fe- 
gard to this question which he en- 
titles, <‘If  the foundations are des» 
troyed Unfortunately its value is 
reduced by the fact that the clergv 
are accepted as the “foundations,” 
and they are duly lectured for not 
accepting all that Washington- or Al
bany proposes to do with recalcitrant 
citizens. He does not mince-words 
in denunciation of their “vague” and 
sentimental tendency, ks represented 
by certain bishops and clergy who 
signed a recent protesting manifesto 
which urged less drastic action! . He 

¡ expresses. himself as one of a great 
hody of lay people who were “amaz-. 
|d ” and “stunned” to discover that 
Ahe clergy could have so misunder
stood their office,” andAhe implores 
the •'signers to retrace their steps and 
adopt ,St. Paul’s wholesome advice to. 
“do all things decently and in order.”
• Thé rather lofty lecturing tone of' 

this published address is not resented 
as one might have expected from'the 
history of the clergy, which may 
mean that they are learning huinility 
..better than they used to. .Indeed, 
this light superiority to the prophétie 
function is heartily welcomed^ by a" 
number, and one eminent divine went 
so far as to describe it as a proper 
spanking of the clergy which, he cor
dially welcomed. (

It is worth questioning whether 
the clergy are really poorly informed 
sentimentalists  ̂ on Aocial questions 
of the hour, and therefore obliged to 
remain silent in the presence of sup
posedly better informed lawyers, or 
whether, after all v. the clergy are not 
better up in the principles as well as 
the feelings of ..political economy than 
they 'are sometimes given credit for? 
It is a dubious policy that permits 
the pouring of more oil on slumber- 
ing fires than the moment requires, 
and without a word of sympathy for 
those who think the fires have a 
meaning worthy of considera
tion. We need voices not rais
ed in anger, hearts and minds not ex
cited into social hysteria. Who can 
supply these if not .the clergy, and 
how can they act or speak if for
ever warned to hold their peace and 
keep out?

The men who quote St. Paul’s'’ex
hortation to do everything decently 
and in order, conveniently ignore .the 
fact that the same apostle was such 
an ardent advocate of change that a

lawyer of his time Called him' a pes
tilent fellow,. “a moyer of sedition,” 
an opponent of the law, etc. , St. 
Paul was truthfully described by his 
law and order enemies, as one of a 
group who had turned the world up
side down. In order to get his real 
character, or what he stood for, one 
must take into 'full consideration 
these facts, as well as his direction 
as; to decency and order* in Church 
affairs. Every move forward should 
be decent and orderly, but it should 
be a move. “Let it be done” is more 
important than “decently and in or
der” in this much quoted apostolic 
injuction. ,

t h e  c h u r c h  l e a g u e  f o r  in .
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Iddings Bell, iN. Y.; liev. Samuel B. 
Booth, Pa.; Rev. 'Smith Owen Dexter, 
(Mass. ; Rev. F* M. Crouch, N. Y.; Rev W. 
P. Ladd, Conn.; Dr. William H. Jefferys, 
Pa.; Miss ,C. B. LaMonte, N. J . ; Rev. 
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C. Lauderburn, Conn.; Rev. Leicester C. 
Lewis, 111.; Rev. J. Howard Melish, N. Y.;’ 
Miss Anna Rochester, N. Y.; Mrs. Mary 
K. Simkhovitch, N. Y.; Rev. Beverly D. 
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The purpose of this organization is to 
unite, for intercession and labor, those 
within the Episcopal Church Who believe 
that it is an essential part of the Church’s 
function to make justice and love the con
trolling motives in all gpcial change, and 
who wish, as Christians, to promote 'a l l , 
sound movements looking toward the de
mocratization of industry and the socially 
zation of life.

We affirm our belief that only that so
cial order .can properly be called Chris
tian which substitutes fraternal co-opera
tion for mastership in industry and life.

C o n f i r m a t i o n
I n s t r u c t i o n

By Bishop Johnson of Colorado
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NEW DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Education and the Ministry— IV.

By the Rev, Dr. Gardner, 
Executive Secretary.

Some of,the results of the Nation
wide Campaign in education are be
ginning to show.

The Presiding Bishop and Council 
has granted the new Department of 
Education $65,000. This is an in
crease of $27,000( over the expendi
tures of the General Board of Relig
ious Education last year. The Coun
cil promised the department that this 
appropriation is only a beginning and 
that as favorable .reports are receiv
ed from, diocesan committees, more 
money will be appropriated for edu
cation. /"■ : / ; pd  H ;/ V

In every way within its power, the 
I  Presiding Bishop and Council is rec

ognizing the importance of Religious 
Education.

The Department of Religious Edu
cation presents a new method of 
advancing the educational interests 
of the Church. S*ix men with the 
President of the Council, Bishop 
Gailor, will direct the policy and the 
administration of such educational 
work as the Council decides tp con
duct.

The six men are all well known 
for their educational ..interests. 
Bishop Lawrence i s ; a trustee of 
many educational institutions, nota
bly Harvard University and Welles
ley College. He is keen on having 
the Church formulate and pursue an 
education policy that will make ev
ery educational institution |  a tangi
ble asset not only to the Cfiurch tyit 
to the life of îthe Nation. Bishop 
Anderson is a staunch advocate of 
the teaching office of the Church and 
has been most ’ outspoken in his dio
cese for religious expression in the 
home and for the training of teach
ers. Bishop Reese of Southern Ohfo

■ has given much time to the study 
of the difficulties present in the

! methods of training men for the 
ministry. He has written and 
spoken on the need ‘of some system 
by which every man in the ministry 

, shall be enabled to do the work'that 
he is best fitted to do. Dr. Z. B. T. 
Phillips of St. Louis is. recognized 
for his interest in educationaL stand
ards. He is zealous that the Church

■ in all her educational work should 
be fearless in maintaining the value

4 of the intellect as the greatest .aid to 
faith. Mr. Harper' Sibley of Roch
ester is a successful Sunday. School 
superintendent and a business man 
who gives his best, thought to the 
welfare of the youth of Rochester. 
Mr. William M. Baldwin is an active 

* member of the Board of Religious 
Education of the Diocese of Long Is
land and also a trustee of the excel
lent schools for boys and girls within 
his Diocese.

Under the , leadership of Bishop, 
Gailor, who has fyad a large share in 
making the University of the South 
one of the leading educational insti
tutions of the country, it is easy to 
measure the keen interest and- expert 
judgment which these men will man
ifest as they sit around the tabl,e and 

, make plans for the educational work 
of the fchurch.

The organization of the Depart- 
•ment is such that the seven men will 
be able to center their interest on 
administration. Expert knowledge 
and judgment will be secured by 
commission. According to the By 
Laws, the Department of Religious 

' Education “may invite persons ex
pert in particular branches of edu- 

| cation to serve on commissions, to 
investigate and report on special con
ditions and problems in education. 
Each commission shall exist until its 
report is acted upon and the commis
sion discharged. The expenses of 
the comjnissions shall be paid from 
appropriations made by the Council. 
The members of any commission, 
shall have seat and voice in Depart- 

|  merit meetings when their report is 
considered.” Such an organization 

^has been tested for a number of 
years by. the General' Board of, Re
ligious Education. Some of the most 
effective work done by the Board* was 
on the advice of experts brought to
gether for special tasks.

The program as adopted by the De
partment of Religious Education con- 

| sists of the following poihts:
( l )  “Inquiry' Stations’’ and Work 

Among Students.
In the work' among Church stud

ents, the policy of the Department is

to learn what the Church ought to 
do before attempting a plan on a 
large scale.  ̂ An “Inquiry Station” 
means a college center where the De
partment is trying out methods of 
Chfirch work among students. In 
each “Inquiry Station” the Depart
ment maintains*a “University Past
or.” This man as an agent of the 
Department has assigned to him a 
territory which covers contiguous 
states in which are colleges and uni
versities. As an agent of the De
partment he visits the rectors in 
these centers and sometimes calls 
them into conference. By this 
method the DepartÉient hopes ulti
mately to have twelve stations and 
through them touch over, 20Ó college 
centers. Every successful method of 
college work can in this way |be made 
known to the two hundred college 
workers. They can be brought to
gether in groups and consider the 
problems of a locality and at the 
same’ time feel themselves in contact 
with the college work of the'' Church 
as a whole.

The' Department now has three 
“Inquiry Stations.” Nine more are 
planned and will be started the mo
ment the Presiding Bishop and Coun
cil makes the appropriations. The 
three that are in operation are at 
Iewa Agricultural |  College, Ames, 
Iowa, under Rev. LeRpy S. Bur
roughs, at Cornell University, Ithaca, 
N. Y., under Rev. Cyril Harris, and 
at Dartmouth College, Hanover, N. 
H., under Rey. John T. Dallas.-.-

In addition to maintaining the “In
quiry Stations” the Department is 
interested in recruiting workers for 
tHe Church, men for the .ministry, 
.men and women for the foreign field, 
for • directors of Religious Education 
and- social, workers amopg the twenty 
thousand^ Episcopal students. It has 
alsjp made plans to have an.oversight 
of the 130 students which came from 
our colleges in China and Japan’and 
are now doing advance worlc irrthe  
universities of the United State?.

The Couueil also' made an appro
priation for the National ' Student 
Council, an organization which at
tempts to enroll in religious study 
and Church work all of the Episcopal 
students in the various institutions of 
the country. This organization is 
^made-up of representatives appoint
ed by "the various Synods and selected 
from . college faculties, university 
pastors and ,the students themselves.

(2) Survey of. Church Colleges.
The Department voted to request

President Kenneth M. Sills of Bow- 
doin College to survey the Church 
Colleges. This survey was required 
because the Nation-Wide Campaign 
contained askings from the Church 
Colleges amounting to $1,490*000. 
President Sills will begin his work 
immediately and hopes to present. a 
report at the. meeting of the Council 
in May.

(3) Commission on Recruiting and 
Training the Ministry.

-, The revision of the canons on Or
dination at the last General Conven
tion was done by a Council, of the 
General Board of Religious Educa* 
tion. That Council has urged upon 
the new Department of Religious 
Education the importance of a com
mission not only to interpret the new 
canons but to take up the whole sub
ject o f recruiting, training and ad- 

\ mitting men to the ministry. The 
I Depàrtmpnt has provided, for such a 
i commission by requesting each sem- 
| inary to send one representative from 
; the faculty, it has invited the presi
dent of the Provincial'' Board in each 

j Province to send two representatives 
chosen from examining chaplains, 
who are working pastors. This com- 

! mission will meet immediately and 
I consider the .supply, of the ministry,
¡ standards of training and the appli- 
! cation of the new canon.

j ( 4 )  S u rv ey  o f  Church* B oard in g  
S chools,

i The Department has continued the 
! survey committee for Church board- 
! ing schools, of -which Dr. William G. 
i Tha/er of St. Mark’s School, South- 
! boro, Mass., is the executive. » Dr.
| Thayer has been visiting, schools in 
| the South. Immediately after Lent 
jhè will make a Western trip. Iff is* 
I hoped that during the summer Dr.
J Thayer will issue a report which will 
be of great value in determining the

bestw'lines along which our chrfrch 
boarding schools should proceed. :
(5) Experimental ~ Schools Co-oper- 

ating with Public Schools.
• The Department has continued, the 

plan for Church week day schools 
cooperating with public schools where 
children can be excused for religious 
instruction. The appropriation con
tinues the appointment of Miss Vera 
L. Noyes as the Department’s teach
e r  at Christ Church, Gary, Indiana, 
and also Miss Edith H. James, a t St. 
Mark’s, Toledo, Ohio, The appro
priation provides for a secretary in 
the Department,. whose attention will 
be mainly given to this important 
work. The Department hopes to se
cure a man who has had an experi
ence in public school; work that will 
command the respecf of; educators 
and win , their interest in week day 
religious instruction.
( 6 )  T e a ch er  T raining* f

The. Department made provision 
for a commission to provide better 
training for the teachers of Church 
Sunday Schools. ‘ \

This commission will devise plans 
to bring the largest possible number 
of teachers under some form of train
ing a t the earliest moment. It is 
to prepare, or supervise the prepar
ation of courses for thej,considera
tion of the Department. Its imme
diate work is the consideration of a 
manuscript for a text book entitled 
“How to Teach the Life of óhrist.” 
This commission will meet immedia
tely and it is hoped to/have this man
uscript ready for use at |he- Summer
Schools. '• •.. % ¡/ - ■

(7) Christian Nurture Production, f.
The Department made provision to

continue the revision and production 
of - the Christian Nurture Series.
(.8) Commission on Pageantry and 

Dramatic Art. ;
On the basis of the suecas of the 

Nation-wide Campaign Pageant pro
vided for the Church School Pro-* 

/gram, the Council: has ./made provi
sion for a Commissiop on Pageantry 
and Dramatic Art. This Commission 
is to report a t the earliest moment 
to the Department suggesting a pro
gram and methods for using pagean
try in educational' work.
(9} Commission on Provincial

- Boards. ;
The Department . has considered 

the difficulties under which Provín- 
, cial Boards of Religious; Education 
are. organized and developed. ■< They 
decided to place the study of the 
method's of provincial organization 
for education Jn . 'the hands of ' Dr. 
Charles H. Boynton of the General 
Seminary. Dr. Bo#ntori¡ has done 
successful work as Executive Secre
tary of the Provincial Board of Re
ligious Education of Neto York and 
New Jersey. During the general 
Convention he ' interviewed all the 
representatives from Provincial 
Boards who were present ht the Con
vention. , Under the direction of the 
Department he will organize a small 
commission and after : surveying the 
possibilities of provincial organiza
tion will report to the Department 
and make recommendations.
(10) Co-operation with Religious 

Education Organizations.
• The I Department vvoted to cooper
ate #with the Council of Church 
Boards, of Education which is the in
terdenominational agency for deal
ing. with the various Christian or
ganizations in universities in such mat
ters as conducting evangelistic cam
paigns, surveys, visits of secretaries 
of the various boards and the study 
of ¡ problems common to all religious 

¡..bodies in the vocational guidance and 
Church Ijgfe of students. It also vot
ed to cooperate with the Sunday 
School Council of evangelical denom
inations' which is • organized for the 
sake of advancing economy and edu
cational betterment in Church Sun
day Schools of the Nation.
(11) Personnel Bureau.

The jCouncil authorized the De
partment of Religious Education to 
create a Church Personnel Bureau 
for all departments of Church work. 
It provided that a commission, corn- 
composed of the following secretaries 
who are vitally interest in' Church 
personnel, should have charge of the 
organization and development of the 
bureau: Drs. Gardner, Wood and 
Gray, Mr. Clark and Miss Lindley. 
This comjnissian will immediately 

■ take up the organization of the bu
reau. The objects of the bureau 
are as 'follows: |

(a) To receive and act upon re-

quests for help »from all who have 
vacancies in any form of Church 
work or desire to apply for any form 
of Church work in the United States.

(b) To work towârd a personnel 
organization in the Church which 
will I ■ ■

(1) Discover and encourage fu
ture workers for the' Church 
and assist them, if necessary, 
in training.

‘ (2) Recruit those ready for work
in the Church.

' (3) Encoiirage the maintenance 
of standards of qualification, 
training and service.

( 1 2 )  V o ca tio n a l G uid an ce  o f  Y o u n g
, P eo p le .
On .the basis of the Life Work 

Conferences of the Nation-wide 
Campaign ^conducted by Mr. Gordon 
Reese of the Brotherhood of St. An
drew, . the^ Department appointed a 
commission to carry on this impor- 
tant work. The, Rev. George A. 
Strong was requested to form this 
commission.

Mr. and Mrs. Strong have held 
personal interviews in various cities 
with the young men and women who 
signified at these conferences a de- 
> sire for life work in the Church. 
From the information gained, it is 
evident that the Church is losing a 
large amount of personal power. 
While . business • is searching /for 
young men and "young women, cre
ating methods and schools for their 
training, forcing them forward into 
positions of responsibility, the 
Church is leaving the whole subject 
to chance and in many cases allay
ing* conscience by a pious declara
tion that God will call workers to 
maintain his Kingdom. The Voca
tional Guidance Bureau which shall 
gradually be developed should .be
come the method by which the will 
of the Church 6o-operates with the 
Will of God.
( 1 3 )  J u n ior  A u x ilia ry  and  Church  

S chool ■ S erv ice  jLçague,;
By the vote of the Presiding 

Bishop and Coûncil the work of the 
Junior Auxiliary and \  the Church 
School Service League has been 
transferred .from Department of Mis
sions to the Department of Religious 
Education. This was done because 
the work of these two organizations 
concerned the boy and girl life of 
the parish. From now on all or
ganized work, among the boys and 
girls will be made as far as possi
ble an expression of their religious 
instruction. Miss Frances H. With
ers who has conducted the work of 
the Junior Auxiliary and the Church 
School Service ^League, will continue 
in charge. She will be aided by a 
competent commission appointed to 
discover and advance the best .meth
ods' of expressional work among 
young people. This commission will 
also formulate and publish the ma
terials needed by the Junior Auxil
iary and the Church School Service 
League.

These items give a glimpse of the 
definite tasks that the Church sends 
up tp its Department of Religious 
Education. These are not all the 
tasks. In the original budget ap
proved by the department there were 
many, other items, which some day 
will appear as the Church more 
clearly assumes educational respon
sibility and gives the money to meet 
the cost. ;
M The most important task is to 
make religious education capture the 
imagination. To that end a pam- 
.phlet will soon be published with 
illustrations and descriptive reading. 
Copies will be made available to ev
ery congregation, and every congre- 

‘gation will be asked to share in a 
wise plan to „equip the youth of to
day to / become the Church of to
morrow. Wm -'LL-

A BIG SURPRISE.

At St. Augustine’s, Rhinelander, 
Wis., the Rev. Campbell Gray, Vicar, 
on the third Sunday in I/ent there was 
a Parish Corporate Communion at 
7 :30 a. m., worked up without the 
knowledge of the vicar, as a surprise 
to him. Of course, he was told a day 
or so beforehand, so as to be prepared 
for such an unusual number of com
municants. The thermometer stood 
at 20 degrees below zero, but the 
number of communicants . was five 
times more than the average, and ex
actly 50 per cent were men. This is 
one of „the' spiritual fruits of the Na
tion-wide ¡Campaign,

STOP, LOOK AND LISTEN
What is back of .the stream of ar

ticles apearing every day in the news
papers cataloguing all sorts of new 
“outrages” in Mexico?^ Everybody 
knows that there is trouble enough in 
that unsettled country, but who is it 
that is so diligent to arrange that 
every provocation shall be placarded 
on the front pages of our American 
papers? Are property interests which 
want intervention in Mexico carry
ing on this propaganda? And if so,' 
do the facts come out/in their plain 
reality, or colored with scare paint 
to serve a particular purpose?

It is well that public opinion be 
wary in listening to these tales of 
Mexico; and no hjdden interests must 
be allowed to inflame the mind of 
the people with the gradual virus of 
resentment and hate until, the . idea 
of a war of intervention becomes so 
familiar that it will slide into ac
ceptance Of the fact. It is right that 
this country should protect her citi
zens ; but we do not propose to be.1; 
taught how to do it by interests 
which may be more tenderly affect
ed toward oil wells and mining 
stocks than they are toward the cit
izens behind whose grievances they 
hide a more particular concern. A 
war of. “pacification” and “jfrotéc- 
tion” sounds very pretty, fcut it may 
have its seamy side. When o u t  
minds are beckoned by the daily 
headlines * down paths of excited 
thought about Mexico, let us look 
out for a snake in the grass.—From 
the Southern Churchman.

A CATECHISM—The Prayer Book 
Catechism, complete, a four-page 
folder, neatly printed on heavy pa
per, for use in the Sunday School 
and Confirmation classes.1: 75 cents 
a hundred.

“T H E  W I T N E S S”
6 2 1 9  C o tta g e  G ro v e  A v e . C h ica g o

LENTEN READINGS
THE GREEN BOOK 

: Second Edition 
By MRS. HORAQE BROCK

“One of our best little books to 
aippear In recent years. ‘It is full 
of good wholesome meat * and 
deals with Church principles, prac
tices and devotion.”—:The Bishop’s 
Letter, Louisville, Ky.* i

“Wonderful reading. It should 
be in the hands of every priest and 
layman.”—Rev. Percy T. Fenn, D. 
D.

“It is interesting from cover to 
cover and as absorbing as"a novel.” 
—Archdeacon White, Springfield, 
111.

“It is sane, clear, reasonable, 
convincing; and I hope it will be 
widely read and studied.”—Bishop 
Gailpr.

Price 50c paper; $1.25’ cloth. May 
be purchased from any Church 
Bookseller or from Mrs. Horace 
Brock, 1920 Spruce Street, Phila
delphia, Pa.

THE CHURCHMEN’S ALLIANCE
Purpose: It is the purpose of The 

Churchmen’s Alliance to unite loyal 
Churchmen in an endeavor to guard,, 
the’Faith of the One Holy Catholic, 
and Apostolic Church, to witness to 
the efficacy of the Sacraments, to ex
tend a clear knowledge • of the truth, 
and td encourage every advance 'tdv,: 
wards unity consistent with the his
toric Faith.—Consttiution, Art. II., 
Sec. I,..;/-.''1.:. »;/:

For further particulars address 
Miss Frances Grandin,'Secretary, 126 
Claremont Ave., New York.

Refined woman wanted as mother’s 
helper and parish worker. Training 
unnecessary. - . Monthly fifty and 
room. Address Box 42, Alpine» N.' J.

The Rev. Charles A. Marks, Rec
tor .Emeritus of St. Matthew’s, Wil
ton, Conn., will assist Rectors in time 
of special need or take Sunday ser-. 
vices in vacant parishes. Address 90 
Wall S t.; Norwalk, Conjp.; phone 
1 310 Norwalk.

LOANS’. GIFTS AND GRANTS 
to aid in building churches, rectories 
and parish houses may be obtained of 
the American Church Building Fund 
Commission. Address its Correspond
ing Secretary, 281 Fourth Avenue, 
New York. . . sM ■. 'LCopyright 2020. Archives of the Episcopal Church / DFMS.  Permission required for reuse and publication.




