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T h e  C o n v e n t i o n  S e r m o n
An Abstract o f the Sermon preached by 

JA M E S  D EW O LF P E R R Y  
Presiding Bishop of the Church

SHOULD there be asked the reason for this vast 
assembly, answer might be made that one impulse 

only, inspired by one Name, could draw together mem­
bers of one body from every continent. The solemn re­
sponsibilities soon to engage Convention must be traced 
to this source. Never has a Christian Council met un­
der more critical conditions. Industrial unrest threatens 
disruption of the social order. Racial hatred foments 
war for which nations are preparing, blind to conse­
quences which they could not survive. Worst of all is 
the defiance of fixed moral standards, the only founda­
tions on which a wholesome civilization can endure. 
These are the signs of a crisis not to be ignored; 
neither may it be forgotten, however, that confusion, 
hostility, fear and evil-doing are of the world, not of 
the Church. They may contaminate the channels 
through which the life-giving currents flow, but so 
much more persistently must the stream maintain its 
course with purifying power.

Crisis is not new; every moment in Christian history 
has been a time of crisis. It was discipline under ad­
versity that developed in the Church of the first cen­
tury its clarity of thought, its intellectual and moral 
courage. The same experience in the 20th Century may 
sharpen the mind and strengthen the will of the faith­
ful, called once again to redeem the time because the 
days are evil. There are some who would make the 
thought of crisis an excuse for the surrender of well- 
tried principles and of sure purposes/ But the tried and 
sure convictions of the past are still our birthright. The 
long sad story of human experience with suffering and 
sin shows more and more clearly the continuity of 
God’s unfolding plan. When there is heard the despair­
ing cry, “ W e  have nothing now but the stars to guide 
us” , the answer comes from those who since the be­
ginning have looked up into the same firmament and 
have found reflected there an unfailing creative and 
corrective power.

Hold for a moment in retrospect certain names and 
scenes relating the event of today with the Christian 
Church from its beginning. There was the early com­
munity in Glastonbury maintaining the tradition of 
Apostolic times when the first Christian missionaries 
planted the Church on British shores: There were 
Bishops from England at the Council of Arles in 3 14 : 
We read the triumphant claim of freedom for the 
Church in England as declared by Magna Charta in the

thirteenth century: In the fifteenth came the assertion 
and exercise of the same liberty by W ycliffe: This year 
marks four centuries since the restoration of independ­
ence from Rome in 1534. Again, this year we enter the 
fourth half century since the gift to the United States 
of the Episcopate, through the consecration at Aber­
deen, of Samuel Seabury, thus securing unity of fel­
lowship and ministry and worship to the present time. 
Not for historic reasons only do we trace from one 
point to another this unbroken stream throughout the 
ages. More vital than the forms of policy and liturgy 
has been the spiritual content conveyed through these 
channels to make our Church today what it has ever 
been,— Catholic in its adherence to Apostolic principle, 
Protestant in unending protest against every interfer- 

■ ence with the free exercise of this heritage.

GOD entrusts the progress of His Kingdom to men;
the light of His truth to their faith; the operation 

of His law to their obedience, and to their loyalty the 
consummation of His purpose. The efficacy of Christ’s 
Gospel is the sacred trust committed to His Church. 
Cleanse the springs of Christian thought and practice, 
rid the channels of the fears that have oppressed and 
the doubts that have obstructed them, and there shall 
be released a stream which shall flow forth to purify 
and heal the world.

There are many today who have failed to find within 
the fellowship of the Church a spiritual home. They are 
conscious of their need, conscious also that it has re­
mained unsatisfied. So they listen to other voices and 
grasp the hands stretched forth to guide them in their 
quest for light. What they receive may be limited; the 
position that they take is often separated from the 
Church’s life. In such a case a grave responsibility rests 
upon the Church. She must without suspicion, admin­
ister the gift she has to bestow, so carefully and so 
abundantly that it shall not be lost to any souk Mem­
bership in her Communion may be, and in Christ’s 
name must be, made so rich, so vital as to surpass every 
fellowship that human hearts may crave. The min­
istries of teaching and healing, of confession* absolu­
tion and the Sacraments in their full significance have 
power when faithfully given and received to satisfy the 
moral and spiritual aspirations of mankind.

FA IT H F U L N E S S  to her whole ministry is bound 
up with a second obligation, solidarity. Unless the
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Christian mission is made a common cause it is a lost 
cause. What is the next step toward Christian unity? 
It should be the call for singleness of faith and loyal 
allegiance within the membership of every Communion, 
beginning with our own. On what ground can leader­
ship toward union be offered by a Church until it shall 
have cured dissension in its own membership? With 
what hope can men be called from the strife of com­
petition, and nations from armed conflict, until those 
who call can speak with a united voice? I f  as we be­
lieve, a household of faith is of one heart and one 
mind, let us prove it by behaving as one body. How­
ever eloquently individuals may preach peace on earth, 
only the Church by living in conscious communion with 
God and at unity with itself has power to give peace.

BEYO N D  these problems of right relations within 
the membership of Christ’s Body there is a call of 

God so far-reaching and compelling that in response to 
it all other questions find solution, all other duties their 
full satisfaction. The stream of Christian life acquires 
purity and singleness of purpose as it moves on to the 
fulfillment of its destined mission. Christ saw on every 
new frontier the spirit of the Church renewed. From 
age to age that vision has been realized. Every fresh 
missionary impulse has stirred the depths of Christian 
faith and revealed new sources of power.

One hundred years ago the General Convention ac­
cepted as its chief aim the world-wide mission of the 
Church. At General Convention fifteen years ago the 
Nation-Wide Campaign bound the dioceses and par­
ishes together in a partnership united and dedicated for 
the commission which they had from Christ. Every 
mission station, school and hospital felt the new im­

petus as the whole Church realized again the promise 
of her Master, “ Ye shall receive power after that the 
Holy Ghost is come upon you, and ye shall be wit­
nesses unto me.”

Now after years of hardship, testing every purpose 
of men’s hearts, straining every loyalty that binds 
them, the Church in pursuit of her mission stands at 
the cross-roads. Shall our Christian obligations, involv­
ing the future of the Church in China and in Japan, 
the people in our Island possessions, our Negro and 
Indian populations, be abandoned in the struggle for 
self-maintenance at home? The Mission of the Church 
can no longer be saved by the efforts of a faithful few ; 
it can be saved only by the united action of the whole 
Body. It must be seen and acknowledged as the first 
claim of Christian discipleship, the final object of all 
Church organization.

Naturally in the struggle with desperate conditions 
parishes and dioceses have been driven to extreme 
measures for local self-support. For solvency is still 
part of a Christian economic code. Such efforts come 
to naught if they work for the disruption rather than 
the preservation of the whole Body. It is destructive 
of the Church’s very being that the Mission which it 
has from Christ be surrendered and that the several 
units of the Body be preserved at the expense of their 
loyalty to Him. There can be no growth in Christian 
faith, no cultivation of Christian spirit, no power of 
Christian leadership but that which is measured by the 
spread of Christ’s Gospel through the neighborhood, 
throughout the nation, and in all the world. Neither can 
this hope be realized until every congregation and every 
baptized member make the support of missions the 
object of their first care.

T h e  C h u r c h ’s B u d g e t
By W IL LIA M  B. SPO FFO RD

DU R IN G  the summer we have presented each week 
what a great many men and women consider to be 

the important issues that should come before the Gen­
eral Convention that opened yesterday with the great 
service at Atlantic City. The high spot of this discus­
sion was an article that appeared in our issue of Sep­
tember 20th by an anonymous Bishop. He declared that 
the job of the Church was to foster and promote our 
missionary work; that a high percentage of the funds 
presented to the National Council had been diverted to 
other purposes centering around the Church Missions 
House (religious education; social service; publicity, 
etc., etc.) “ so that there has been a loss of confidence 
in the National Council” . He proposed that we scrap 
the organization created at the Detroit Convention, 
“ with its side-show methods and commercial advertis­
ing technique and expensive set-up” and get back to 
the main job of promoting missions and evangelization.

The article brought forth many comments, the vast 
majority of them agreeing with the Bishop. I have fol­
lowed this discussion closely, holding my peace. I now 
propose to give my opinions on the subject.

First off, I believe it would be silly business to scrap

the National Council set-up. Before it came into being, 
as Bishop Gailor stated in these pages last week, the 
Episcopal Church was a mere confederation of inde­
pendent, self-governing units. Missionary bishops, in­
stead of attending to> their jobs, felt compelled to1 spend 
much of their time in eastern drawing-rooms begging 
cash from wealthy communicants in order to carry on 
their work. Some bishops, handsome and with a gift of 
gab, raised large sums of cash, used too frequently to 
build elaborate churches, schools, hospitals and even 
dairy farms, which could not possibly be maintained by 
local funds. Other bishops, lacking the drawing-room 
technique, found it impossible to secure the minimum 
sum necessary to carry on their work. The National 
Council put an end to this business by working out a 
budget primarily to take care of the foreign and domes­
tic missionary work of the Church. An organization 
was also created to promote the raising of the budget 
(field department and publicity department) and the 
administering of the funds (finance department, for­
eign missions department, domestic missions depart­
ment). Also because there was a demand on the part 
of many people for religious education and social ser-
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vice, these departments were set-up under the National 
Council, with a share of the common fund maintaining 
this work. Other national work, managed independently 
of the National Council, called “ Co-operating agencies” , 
also shared in the budget, first, I take it, because their 
work was deserving, and second, because this was a 
community chest idea in which communicants were told 
that if they pledged to the common fund once each year 
they would not be pestered by multitudinous appeals.

The plan, as I see it, was a sound one and should be 
maintained. But it can be maintained, as Bishop John­
son said in an editorial last week, only if the budget is 
built on facts and not on fancies.

TH E executives of the Church Missions House pre­
sented a proposed budget to a commission on 

budget and program at the Convention of 1931. This 
body of good and honorable men labored hard and long 
over the details. But in the final analysis, because they 
had insufficient knowledge of the work of the Church 
at home and abroad, they were compelled to recom­
mend to the Convention the budget pretty much as it 
had been worked out by the staff at “ 28 1” . There were 
dissenters on the commission but they held their 
tongues. A  budget therefore passed the 1931 Conven­
tion calling for the expenditure annually of over four 
million dollars. It was built on both facts and fancies; 
that is, provided not only for existing work but also 
for work that the staff at “ 281”  hoped might be done 
if the Church gave them the money. This the Church 
did not do. The National Council therefore met in Feb­
ruary, 1932, for the purpose of balancing the budget. 
This was done largely by the happy expedient of drop­
ping from the General Convention budget items for 
work that did not exist. A  budget for 1932 was then 
presented to the Church calling for $3,611,360, with an 
announcement from “ 28 1”  that there had been made 
“ the most drastic economies in every department and 
operation of the Council.”  As a matter of fact the 
Council had spent $3,695,033 the previous year. Cuts 
that effected a saving of $83,673 hardly justified the 
word “ drastic” . Actually the water was merely squeezed 
out of the elaborate General Convention Budget, while 
the Church was led to believe that “ drastic economies” 
had been made, whereas existing work, including the 
work at the Church Missions House, was practically 
undisturbed.

Again in October, 1932, the Council presented a pro­
posed budget for 1933 of approximately $3,460,000, 
again with a statement to the Church about “ still fur­
ther economies in every department of its work” . A  
committee of Bishops, appointed at the special meeting 
of the House of Bishops that spring, had just released 
a report containing the statement “ that greater care 
should be exercised in distinguishing between budget 
cuts and cuts in existing work in making announce­
ments, since such confusion ultimately weakens the 
force of an appeal.”  Yet our officers did not bring out 
the fact that the proposed budget for 1933 was actually 
but $ 19 3 ,117  less than the expenditures of 1932. 
Rather they again held aloft the extravagant General 
Convention Budget, calling for an expenditure of $4,- 
225,000, and talked of effecting “ economies” totalling 
more than $750,000.

What have been the results of this sort of financing r 
Well we were saved in 1931 not by “ economies” but by 
legacies; in 1932 not by anything that might fairly be 
called “ drastic economies” but by the Whitsunday O f­
fering and more legacies ; and in 1933 we were not 
saved at all, in spite of legacies, but instead carried over 
into 1934 a deficit of $530,000. And it is quite certain 
that there will likewise be a large deficit this year in 
spite of the effort the laymen are making to take care 
of the half million dollar anticipated deficit.

TH E R E  is no sense in telling this doleful story for 
its own sake. But I do believe that the present Gen­

eral Convention might well keep it in mind as they 
plan for the future. Our representatives should neither 
scrap the National Council nor the departments, as 
many have suggested. But they should pass a budget 
for future work that is based on facts. Any budget, I 
presume, is bound to be to some extent an expression 
of hope. But a budget padded with items for anticipated 
work, such as the one passed at the last General Con­
vention, is not a hope but a deception, with destroyed 
confidence the inevitable result, especially when our 
officers are less than frank about it.

Second, there should be further economies. There 
have been economies, and many of them, during the 
past year or two. But for the executive officers at the 
Church Missions House to release a statement, as they 
did just the other day, saying that “ all expenditures 
have been cut to the last possible limit”  is merely to 
continue the same old game. When the House of 
Bishops met at Garden City in April, 1932, there was 
a demand on the part of certain Bishops for economies 
at the Church Missions House. They were opposed 
then by those who maintained that the work had al­
ready been crippled by drastic reductions, and that 
further reductions were impossible. Yet while the 
Bishops were still in session I was told by an executive 
of the Church Missions House that it would be a com­
paratively simple matter to save $100,000 annually in the 
expenditures at the Church Missions House alone. His 
statement was correct, as subsequent events proved, for 
the departments did spend over $100,000 less in 1933 
than in 1932, though it was for the most part a saving 
forced upon unwilling officers.

Bishop Johnson in his editorial last week maintained 
that the departments of religious education, social ser­
vice, publicity and the field department could well be 
discontinued and $200,000 thus saved. Such action may 
be necessary before we are through with this business. 
But before anything so drastic is done I should like to 
see the plan tried of operating every department at 
“ 28 1”  efficiently and economically. I believe that the 
work of these departments is essential. But I do not 
believe that it is necessary to have their offices cluttered 
up with workers to do their jobs. That there are de­
partments that are over-staffed everyone at all familiar 
with the Church Missions House knows. Unnecessary 
workers, hired during boom days, should be eliminated. 
Those that remain should work hard and keep their 
expense accounts down. I f  this is done I am sure a lot 
less than half a million dollars will be spent annually at 
the Church Missions House, and without in any sense 
crippling the work. I f  it is not done I rather have an
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idea the Church will act drastically. After all, at the 
1931 Convention, the recommendation was made that 
“ any necessary cuts should, if possible, be confined to 
administrative economies and to certain items in depart­
mental budgets” . Little attention, except that forced 
upon them, was given to this recommendation. 
The question therefore is beginning to be asked if those 
at “ 28 1”  are primarily 'concerned about safeguarding 
their own jobs. I f  that idea becomes very widespread it 
won’t be long before we shall see the end of the whole 
business.

This Convention is to be concerned chiefly with ways 
and means of carrying on the national Program of the 
Church. The way to start, in my judgement, is to see 
that the Budget for the next triennium is based upon 
facts and not fancies. No item should be allowed in that 
budget for work that does not exist—or for workers 
that do not exist. Further, before approving of any 
single item in the Budget, somehow or other the Con­
vention should satisfy itself that it is an essential ex­
pense in a year when money is going to be harder to 
get than ever before.

A  Program of essential work, based upon a mini­
mum budget that the average Churchman can under­
stand ; executed, not by soft-livers, but by a staff will­
ing to work at least as hard as the average business 
man who pays the bills is compelled to work these days, 
and as hard as the rector has to' work to raise the 
money—a staff of men and women who will go without 
vacations if necessary, travel in day coaches instead of 
Pullmans and sleep in second-class hotels instead of the 
best the city has to offer—such a program put into op­
eration at this General Convention would again arouse 
the enthusiasm of Church people. On the other hand 
continue the same old steam-rolling and deception 
(strong word but I do not know what else to call it) 
and I venture the prediction that within a year those 
charged with the responsibility of executing the Pro­
gram will be up against something closely resembling a 
boycott.

The Presiding Bishop in his sermon at the Open­
ing Service, preached yesterday in the Auditorium at 
Atlantic City, declared that the first care of every con­
gregation and every baptized person must be the sup­
port of missions. Even more is it the first duty of those 
charged with the responsibility of raising and admin­
istering the funds to see that every possible dollar go 
to missions (using the word in its broadest sense) and 
not wasted in unnecessary and extravagant overhead or 
spent on extraneous enterprises. What’s more, this 
Convention, if it is alive to its task, will see to it that 
they do just that.

Sect or Church?
By B ISH O P W ILSO N  

H A T will be going on at General Convention ? 
No one can ever tell what a Convention will do 

but we can forecast Sortie of the things that will be 
coming up. There will be a lot of discussion about 
budgets*-and! deficits. There will be resolutions on social 
conditions, about peace and war, on the moral effects

of the movies. Permissive use of intinction in admin­
istering the Sacrament will doubtless be requested. 
Much will be said about unemployed clergy, with the 
bishops receiving endless blame for conditions which 
they are powerless to remedy. And so on. Many, per­
haps all of these subjects, will be interesting and sig­
nificant but will there be anything offered in the way 
of a program for the Church to follow?

Yes—there will be at least one program presented, 
touching not only a present problem but opening the 
way for developing a definite Church policy of very 
great importance for the years to come. It centers on 
a new canon on Alien Rites and the request for con­
firmation of the election of the Rt. Rev. John Torok 
as Suffragan Bishop oi the diocese of Eau Claire, ;

The Church is facing in this country a new and 
unique situation. For many, many years foreign lang­
uage churches have multiplied in the United States, 
peopled by new immigrants and supported, both mor­
ally and financially, by their home countries overseas. 
Within the past fifteen years all that has ceased—no 
new immigrants and no more foreign support. A  new 
generation is growing up among these people which is 
American to the core and in search of an American 
Church life. More and more they are turning to us in 
their search. They want us to take them in and allow 
them to continue the use of their own rite at least for 
the present. They do not believe we are exclusively 
high-brow or exclusively Anglican. There are hundreds 
of thousands of them in this country. They will pro­
duce a large part of future American citizens. Hence 
the canon on Alien Rites to provide for them.

These people are Uniates-Eastern European Roman 
Catholics in open rebellion against Rome. They don’t 
know-how to live without a bishop but they desire and 
need one of their own race to direct them. Bishop 
Torok exactly meets the requirements. A  Hungarian by 
race, originally a Uniate priest who came into the 
Episcopal Church thirteen years agoi and who was con­
secrated ten years ago by Orthodox bishops in Europe 
for the particular purpose of bringing this movement 
into the Episcopal Church. Everything was ready then 
—but those in charge of our end of it blundered. Now 
it comes again in a. slightly different form and with re­
newed force. We seek to proselytize nobody. We wish 
to meet a call that has come to us. Nine months ago a 
committee consisting of the Rev. Dr. Frank Gavin, Mr. 
Origen S. Seymour, and myself as chairman was ap­
pointed to investigate the situation. We have combed it 
out to the last shred and we are recommending the pro­
gram as stated above. A  separate business affairs com­
mittee consisting of Mr. Seymour, Mr. Lawrence 
Whiting and myself has also been appointed to see that 
the project is financed without arty cost to the Church.

We are called upon to prove to the Christian world 
that we are more than an Anglican sect. We are con­
fronted with an unprecedented opportunity to do a 
constructive thing for American Christianity. We find 
the way opened for momentous developments in con­
nection with European Christians. Here is a real pro­
gram, already canvassed with the utmost care. Nothing 
but timidity could induce the Church to shrink from it. 
A  little courage and a little vision will see it through.

Copyright 2020. Archives of the Episcopal Church / DFMS.  Permission required for reuse and publication.



October 11,1934 T H E  W I T N E S S Page Seven

The Two Great Powers
By JA M E S  P. D EW O LF

A S W E enter into Convention there is one element 
that need not enter and that is fear. We have the 

experience of centuries to draw from, for the Church 
has withstood physical persecution, and age of heresy 
and it has even survived a period of prosperity. So, of 
course, we may approach our problem of the Church’s 
Program with courage.

In anticipating the Convention and thinking about 
the Budget, which continues to loom large as the mat­
ter of utmost importance, maybe something like this 
might happen tO' us.

It seems to be an eternal truth that it is the manner 
in which the Church moves on these great questions 
that counts most. The size of our new Budget a hun­
dred years from now will be of no significance, but 
the spirit, the manner, in which we mobilize the Church 
to carry on her Program will be of great importance, 
now and then. How much faith? How much zeal? 
How much consecration? How much vision? “ Our 
Lord sat over against the treasury and beheld how—” . 
And He will be sitting in our midst at Atlantic City, 
beholding how.

At this Convention there is need for some work in 
the spiritual realm as well as the financial. It is recog­
nized on all hands that the Episcopal Church has un­
bounded opportunity in these days. All classes and 
kinds of people have been seeking her during the past 
few years. Reports from dioceses and missionary dis­
tricts show great increases in confirmations. Teaching 
missions held in various parts of the Church have been 
crowded with visitors who are seeking the faith and 
worship of the Church. The general religious trend 
seems to be in our direction. The test that comes now 
is have we the vision and faith to rise to our oppor­
tunity. Are we able to develop in General Convention 
a religious revival as well as plan a careful financial 
program.

This seems always to' be the question in anticipating 
many General Conventions. But possibly at some Gen­
eral Convention, maybe at this one, we may be recep­
tive enough for the Holy Spirit to take us and set us 
on fire and direct us. Of course should the Convention 
develop the attitude of a number of vestries and think 
of nothing but whittling the Budget, we can hope for 
nothing great. Let us remember that whittling means 
eventually annihilation.

Certainly we all realize that the Church has the re­
sources spiritually and materially to do> her work for 
God and man. At the very heart of our religion we 
have an altar where God gives us all we need spiritually 
to do our work—this is half and we know where it is. 
The other half is what the child of God has to give to 
Him in consecration, service and money. Some of this 
is released now, but not enough. The only way to' re­
lease it is for the Church to' find it by reviving her 
people to their obligation to' God and His Kingdom, 
and bringing the world to its knees with the two great 
powers with which He has endowed her—the Good 
News and the Sacraments.

Moths or M en?
By C. R U S S E L L  M OODEY

HA V E  you ever sat at the close of day and watched 
insects gather in swarms about the light in the 

street ? Strange how they are attracted by these power­
ful lamps. Stealing out from the shadows they flutter 
aimlessly, and in endless procession.

Ot:r altars today are the real beacons to guide man 
over the road of life. From them there comes a Light 
to lighten his darkness. Yet man is not unlike the moth. 
He approaches his sanctuary in the hope of getting 
something, and in the hope of getting away from some­
thing. The Light attracts him but it does not make him 
incandescent! He tarries there in the spirit of selfish­
ness. He kneels there before the Cross—he makes his 
communion—he lifts up his heart asking for peace and 
newness of life. Why? To serve his own interests—to 
guarantee his own peace of mind and soul. He leaves 
the temple feeling he has accomplished something 
worthwhile. But the Light at the altar is not extended, 
and the Christ remains behind to grace the empty 
church!

Humanity does not need more programs and plans— 
it is overburdened with them now. What it does need 
is Light. What it needs is Christ. It is indeed a far 
cry from the simple organization of the Master to the 
intricate machinery we have today.. Organization is 
killing the thing it seeks to vitalize. It is making moths 
out of men. Yes—the success of this Convention will 
rest with those who gather at the various altars to pre­
sent their souls and bodies, in the hope of spiritual en­
lightenment. Enlightenment not for themselves alone, 
but for a humanity which is groping in the dark. Every 
communion ought to help men bring the Christ to the 
shadows. To make men torch-bearers for the Master 
in a world darkened by irresponsible and careless 
people. Many times our Episcopal Church has as­
sembled in convention. And often those deputies in at­
tendance have left at the close with their minds full of 
plans and programs. Let us hope that this year they will 
bring back to their parishes the power to throw Light 
on the people. The Light of the Christ. For our city 
streets at close of day are full of human moths. What 
they need is consecrated men—men who in conclave 
assembled have caught the radiance of the Master, and 
by means of prayer have found a new incandescence. 
They alone are prepared to go back home bearing the 
Christ beam, and to shine where “ thick darkness brood- 
eth yet” . Come then to this great gathering, toi get that 
you may give. It was the Galilean Who said “ I am 
come that ye may have” . He set the example. As depu­
ties it behooves us all to follow out this unique attitude. 
Let us pray that this Convention will have as its su­
preme objective the deepening of our spiritual nature. 
And having come in this spirit the world will see what 
the penetrating Light of the Master can do. I f  our 
Light thus shines before men—they seeing our good 
works shall also glorify our Father which is in heaven. 
It was the Christ Who put the “ ray” in prayer. And it 
is the prayer of the Christ that will put the “ Ray” in 
man!
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TRANSLATION OF 

BISHOPS A REAL 
CONVENTION ISSUE

By Edward L. Parsons 
Bishop of California 

'T'HERE has been a good deal of 
discussion of this matter in a 

somewhat haphazard way. All the 
facts do not seem to have been known. 
It has for instance been assumed that 
the matter comes before this Gen­
eral Convention for the first time. 
The fact is that it has been discussed 
off and on in the House of Bishops 
for some years past and in 1928 at 
the special meeting of that House a 
committee was appointed to report. 
That committee reported favorably 
in 1931 to the House of Bishops, four 
of the five signing the report, namely 
Bishops Burleson, McElwain, Mc­
Dowell and Parsons. Bishop Manning 
dissented.

The report recommended the pres­
entation to General Convention of an 
amendment to the constitution and 
suggested the proper canonical legis­
lation to put it into effect. It is pretty 
generaly recognized that there is at 
present no constitutional prohibition 
to the acceptance by a diocesan 
bishop of the election to another dio­
cese. The difficulty lies in the fact 
that his resignation would have to 
be accepted by the House of Bishops 
and, apart from the long wait which 
that would involve, the Bishops would 
not be likely to accept such a resig­
nation unless they knew that the 
“public sentiment” of the Church was 
behind them. The constitutional 
amendment would obviate that neces­
sity.

The amendment was passed in 1931 
by both Houses and a special joint 
committee appointed to draw up the 
necessary canonical changes. The 
committee report recommends the 
ratification of the constitutional 
amendment by Convention and the 
adoption of certain obvious canonical 
provisions to make it effective. The 
committee report is unanimous save 
for dissent on the part of one of the 
three laymen, and the reservation 
upon the part of another of his final 
decision. What General Convention 
is asked to do therefore is to ratify 
a constitutional amendment which 
has already passed both Houses and 
to enact certain canonical legislation.

The reason for opening the way to 
the possibility of a diocesan bishop’s 
moving to another diocese is a very 
simple one. It is the same reason 
which led the Church to ignore com­
pletely ancient canons, including that 
of the Council of Nicaea which for­
bade such changes on the part of both 
bishops and clergy. The Church must 
make the best use that it can of its 
clergy. Whether they are bishops or
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priests makes no essential difference. 
It is unintelligent to make it impos­
sible for a bishop who has shown 
some exceptional ability to be trans­
ferred to a diocese in which he could 
serve the Church with far wider 
reach and influence. No other Chris­
tian communion of any kind main­
tains such an impossible prohibition 
so far as I know. The Roman Church, 
the Orthodox Church and every other 
branch of the Anglican Communion, 
and certainly every Protestant Com­
munion of any standing recognizes 
the possibility of such changes. No. 
secular organization would for a 
moment hamper itself by tying up 
distinguished ability in one particular 
place for life.

There may be a feeling upon the 
part of some people in England that 
translation of bishops does not always 
work well there but it certainly would 
have been stupid to keep Benson all 
his life at Truro or Temple at Exeter. 
It may be added that in all the other 
countries where the Anglican Com­
munion operates as we do by con­
vention, the system of translation is 
taken for granted.

There seem to be two reasons for 
opposition which have weight in 
people’s minds. The first is that the 
clergy are peripatetic and that the 
bishop ought to exercise a stabilizing 
influence. The obvious answer is 
two-fold. On the one hand transfers 
would in any event be very few and 
on the other hand if one studies the 
life of the more influential parishes 
of the country one realizes that there 
is by no means constant shifting and 
that the people of those parishes in 
spite of the fact that the rector may 
be called away, always think of him 
as a permanent factor in their lives.

The other reason is quite unworthy. 
There is conjured up a picture of a 
great number of restless bishops, 
pulling wires, always on the lookout 
for other jobs, letting personal ambi­
tion overweigh the claim upon the 
part of their people to devoted and 
unselfish service. Does anybody really 
think that that kind of thing would 
happen? It has never happened with 
the missionary bishops who have 
always been eligible to election to 
dioceses. Now and then one has been 
elected and rendered distinguished 
service in his new field, but others 
have declined to move. The diocesan 
bishops are just the same kind of 
men as the missionary bishops. They 
are really concerned about their dio­
ceses and the work that God has 
given them to do and not about the 
possibilities of election elsewhere. 
That fear is only a bogey. It has no 
foundation in fact.

There is really only one question 
before the Church in this matter. Are 
we going to do what every other or- 

(Continued on page 9)

THE A U X ILIA R Y  IS 
PRESIDED OVER BY 

ELIZABETH  M ATTHEW S
By Eleanor H. W ilson 

'T'HE Woman’s Auxiliary furnishes 
the means through which the 

women of the Church may serve the 
Church in all its general work, and 
seeks to help every Churchwoman 
realize the privilege of such service. 
As Bishop Lloyd said at the Triennial 
in Denver,—“ It is the Woman’s 
Auxiliary that keeps constantly be­
fore the Church its reason for being.” 
Would that every Churchwoman 
might attend a Triennial, for in no 
other way can one gain a complete 
understanding of the strength, the 
sense of fellowship and the spiritual 
unity that exists in the Woman’s 
Auxiliary.

It is a source of gratitude that the 
national executive board has again 
nominated Miss Elizabeth Matthews 
as presiding officer. Her clarity of 
vision, her sense of fairness, her abil­
ity to put business through with dis­
patch, necessitating no overtime, her 
continued good humor, and her fine 
understanding of spiritual values 
contributed largely to the successful 
accomplishment of the work of the 
past two Triennial meetings.

It was our privilege in the diocese 
of Eau Claire to have Miss Matthews 
as our guest at our first neighbor­
hood meeting two years ago. She de­
scribed for us the organization and 
function of the National Council of 
the Church, illustrating with a sym­
bol in various colors, known as a 
triquetra, its interlaced arms show­
ing the interrelation of the parts to 
the complete whole. She brought 
home to us the importance of the 
Woman’s Auxiliary as a great mis­
sionary body, not in the sense of hav­
ing to do with missions only, but as 
the agency through which women are 
enabled to render service to the 
Church in many ways.

“ If we be his disciples” is the 
theme which will be followed through 
the sessions of the Auxiliary. Under 
this the subjects to be discussed are: 
“ World Conditions Today, the Re­
sources o f the Church,” “ Missions in 
the New Age,” “ Christian Citizenship 
Today,”  and “ The Life of the Spirit, 
or Personal Religion” . Following the 
addresses on these subjects which are 
to be presented by Dr. Frank Gavin, 
Dr. Francis Chi Min Wei, Dr. Vida 
Scudder, and the Rev. Howard Chan­
dler Robbins, small discussion groups 
will be formed, but contrary to the 
plan followed in Denver of discussing 
further the ideas presented in the 
addresses, this time the groups will 
be for conference to determine how 
best the ideas may be worked into the 
parish and diocesan programs of the 
Auxiliary, a most practical plan.
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CHURCH AGENCIES  

HOLD MEETINGS A T  
THE CONVENTION

World-wide interests under many 
banners have gathered in Atlantic 
City. Missionary, social, and educa­
tional enterprises are carried on 
through the work of the great na­
tional and international Church so­
cieties whose meetings are arranged 
so that all visitors may learn more 
of their aims and achievements first­
hand and feel the inspiration of their 
far-reaching influence.

Oldest in organization and young­
est in membership is “ GFS.” Those 
who know little about the Girls’ 
Friendly Society should see the GFS 
movies at General Convention. The 
motion picture covers every phase of 
work carried on by that Society.

Members and all others interested 
in the GFS will find important and 
helpful events scheduled, chiefly on 
October 11. At the presentation 
service of the United Thank Offering 
on the morning of the 11th, fifty 
GFS members are to take up the 
offering. In the afternoon there is a 
conference for GFS members and 
leaders, followed by a tea.

Events in which the GFS has a 
special interest are the missionary 
luncheons, the National Council 
training institute, and the whole 
program of the Young People’s Week­
end, October 13 and 14.

The Daughters of the King had 
four days of conference preceding 
General Convention. A quiet hour on 
the afternoon of Friday, October 5, 
was followed by an evening service. 
On October 6, 8, and 9, there were 
business sessions, group conferences 
and a special session for Junior 
Daughters. There were Church .Serv­
ices each day, and meditations or 
addresses by well known Church 
leaders. Headquarters for the Daugh­
ters are at Colton Manor. They will 
have a booth in Convention Hall 
where objects illustrative of the two 
aims of the Order, Prayer and Serv­
ice will be shown. It is a rule of the 
Order that nothing be sold at the 
booth.

The meetings of the Brotherhood 
of St. Andrew were held October 
5 - 9 .  These were for all men and 
boys o f the Church. There were two 
simultaneous conventions, for men 
over and under twenty-four years. 
They all united for mass meetings 
and general occasions. The theme of 
their gatherings was “ The Purpose of 
God for Men and Boys.”  They had a 
crowded program, morning, after­
noon and night, with addresses from 
at least thirty-six nationally known 
Churchmen, clergy and laymen. The 
later afternoon hours were reserved 
for recreation. At one session there 
were brief messages from the
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Brotherhood in other lands, Great 
Britain, Holland, New Zealand, the 
West Indies, Oriental countries and 
so. on.

Church Periodical Club has few 
meetings but welcomes at its booth in 
Convention Hall a stream of visitors 
from every end of the earth who 
turn up to say how much help they 
have received from CPC gifts: of 
books and magazines which in many 
instances have benefited a whole 
community. Posters, of particular 
value in CPC work, will be exhibited 
at the booth.

The CPC meetings and services 
include a corporate Communion early 
on October 15, an evening meeting 
October 16, and conferences October 
16 and 17.

Church Mission of Help has most 
of its events on October 16, a corpo­
rate Communion early, a luncheon, a 
tea, and a general meeting at night. 
The CMH topic is “ The Challenge of 
Today;” the speakers at the lunch­
eon will discuss this in relation to 
CMH while at the evening meeting 
it will be discussed in its broader 
implications of what problems young 
people are facing.

Pamphlets and posters will be on 
display at the CMH booth in Con­
vention Hall where there will be 
opportunity for personal conference.

Church Army will have a service 
and meeting and dinner, and will 
conduct a daily outdoor service. It 
will also, have an exhibit in Conven­
tion Hall with photographs of its 
varied work.

The 'Church League for Industrial 
Democracy is holding brief meetings 
in room 12 of the Auditorium each 
day at 12:30 when social and eco­
nomic questions will be discussed in 
the light of the Gospel by a group 
of distinguished Church leaders. The 
League also has an exhibit in Con­
vention Hall.

Details of place, time, and speak­
ers will be clearly indicated on the 
official program of General Conven­
tion. Many other groups are holding 
meetings, but in these six alone a 
hundred Church leaders, bishops, 
clergy, missionaries, men and women, 
are taking part. The knowledge im­
parted and the inspiration received 
will give an impetus to the work in 
countless parishes and missions 
throughout the coming triennium.

TRA N SLA TIO N  OF BISHOP A  
R E A L  CONVENTION ISSUE 

(Continued from page 8) 
ganization or institution, secular or 
religious does as a matter of course, 
namely try to make our best men 
available for our most important 
work, or are we going to stick to a 
custom which was: natural enough at 
its start but is now only a “tradition 
of the elders.”

Page Nine
LA YM EN ’S OFFERING  

PRESENTED A T  THE  
OPENING SERVICE

Ninety laymen, deputies to General 
Convention, presented the Every­
man’s Offering at the opening service 
in Atlantic City yesterday, October 
10th. The amount will be announced 
in our next number.

A congregation of 40,000 at that 
opening service thus witnessed the 
immediate climax —  whatever later 
developments may come —  of the 
movement which has caught up the 
enthusiasm and devotion of alert 
laymen all over the Church in the 
United States and also has awak­
ened, informed, and quickened many 
hitherto nominal Churchmen.

Three chief results emerge from 
the past seven months’ work: The 
offering of the money itself, an 
amount impossible to estimate until 
all returns are in; an intelligent 
“concern,” newly acquired or re­
awakened, on the part of many men 
regarding the Church’s  mission; and, 
on the part of the leaders of the 
movement and the Bishops and 
clergy who have cooperated, new 
knowledge of the laymen’s loyalty 
and capacity for work when they are 
informed. “ I learned a lot last sum­
mer,”  said a southern bishop recent­
ly, about his laymen’s work. “ I am 
ashamed I have not used them more 
in the past.”

New gifts were sought from men 
already giving, and special gifts 
from those who have more than or­
dinary resources. In regard to the 
desired amount of $500,000', a dis­
crepancy between theory and fact 
had to be dealt with. The theory was 
that if there were half a million 
Churchmen, a dollar a man would be 
just enough, and so it would. The 
fact was that even if there were half 
a million, which is doubtful, the 
movement could not reach literally 
every man.

In any case, there would be, the 
leaders o f the movement realized, a 
still worse discrepancy, “ enough to 
make the angels weep,” between the 
poor Negro laborer, for example, who 
before long was seen collecting 
papers and old tires to raise his dol­
lar for his Church, and the well-to- 
do business man complacently hand­
ing over the same amount.

Seventy-seven dioceses have taken 
part. (There were seven men in the 
first group o f laymen formulating 
the plan, and seven months to work 
in!) In some other dioceses, Bishops 
had already launched other plans to 
the same end. The movement has 
from the start been wholly loyal to 
the National Council and warmly 
approved by it, but has worked inde­
pendently.
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PROPOSAL TO HAVE  

W OMEN SERVE ON 
N ATIO N AL CO U N CIL

Two revolutionary proposals are 
likely to come up at Atlantic City, 
regarding the admission of women 
to membership in the National 
Council and in the General Conven­
tion House of Deputies.

Both these proposals will be 
brought before the Woman’s Auxil­
iary Triennial by a resolution now in 
the hands of the executive board. 
This resolution, which was presented 
to the board by Mrs. Henry Hill 
Pierce of New York, who represents 
the Second Province on that board, 
is in favor of both proposals. Other 
resolutions on the subject will prob­
ably be presented from the floor of 
the Auxiliary’s Convention and pos­
sibly also from the floor of General 
Convention.

If the Auxiliary favors the elec­
tion of women to the Council, Gen­
eral Convention will be asked to 
make the necessary changes in Canon 
59. That canon, which was adopted 
in 1919 to create the Council, speci­
fies “ laymen” in referring to the lay 
membership.

This change, possibly by substitut­
ing the words “ lay persons”  for “ lay­
men,” if desired by General Conven­
tion, could be effected at the October 
meeting. How the women members 
would be elected or appointed is not 
determined, though the Council com­
mittee’s resolution recommends elec­
tion by the Woman’s Auxiliary Con­
vention. If this method were adopted 
the election might possibly be ac­
complished at the October meeting, 
or some temporary expedient might 
be found to cover the triennium im­
mediately at hand.

The time element i® an important 
factor in Atlantic City as the women 
are meeting for ten days only, ad­
journing October 20th. The proce­
dure would be that the Auxiliary 
must act and refer to both Houses 
of General Convention, each House 
must act, concur, and refer back to 
the Auxiliary, which would then 
elect. In spite of the involved pro­
cedure, however, it is witnin the 
bounds of possibility that tne De­
cember, 1934, Council meeting or the 
first meeting of 1935 will convene 
with women among its members.

The proposal that women be eli­
gible for election to the House of 
Deputies is more far reaching and 
would take longer to enact as it 
would involve a change in the Con­
stitution which requires action by 
two Conventions. Article I, section 4, 
specifies presbyters and “ laymen” for 
the House of Deputies.

Members of the General Conven­
tions of 1919, 1922, and 1925 recall
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the action taken in those years on 
this much disputed subject. The 
Convention in 1919 declined to take 
steps toward admitting women mem­
bers but appointed a Joint Commis­
sion to study the subject and report 
in 1922.

Bishop Nichols of California was 
chairman. His brief and lively re­
port, to be found with the Conven­
tion Journal of 1922, makes excel­
lent reading. Among other matters 
it includes reference to the influence 
of Church women in Anglo-Saxon 
days, to Shakespeare’s heroines, to 
the reigns of Elizabeth and Victoria, 
and to Henry Adams’ discussion of 
French women of medieval times, in 
his Mont Saint Michel çmd Chartres. 
All this is summarized as; follows: 
“ What does seem to have been fixed 
is equality in every respect. What 
seems to be equally fixed is that 
identity of sphere does not necessar­
ily or by nature follow from such 
equality.”

Bishop Nichols asked that this re­
port be adopted “ as a statement of 
principle;” it was so adopted but a 
later recommendation to change the 
Constitution was lost.

In 1925 the committee on amend­
ments had referred to it a new 
recommendation, from the diocese of 
Lexington, that women be eligible as 
deputies, but in its report recom­
mended no changes in the Constitu­
tion and was discharged from further 
consideration of the matter.

The general similarity, often re­
marked upon, between the govern­
ments of Church and State has been 
invoked in the discussion of women 
members for the House of Deputies. 
The Constitution of the United 
States does not specify “man”  as a 
member of the House of Representa­
tives; it says “person” and “ citizen.” 
However, it is admitted that the state 
government in no sense sets a prece­
dent since Church government is 
founded on far older use and tradi­
tion.

DR. FRANCIS W EI A T  
A L E X A N D R IA

Dr. Francis Wei, one of the star 
attractions at General Convention, 
was the speaker at the Virginia 
Seminary, Alexandria, on September 
25th. Dr. Wei is the president of 
Central China College, Wuchung, 
and is one o f the foremost Christian 
leaders of the Orient. He spoke on 
China’s indebtedness to western civ­
ilization, progress of national uni­
fication, status of her economic life, 
her religious background and the de­
velopment of the Christian move­
ment. Dr. Wei’s1 great fear is not 
that China will go communist but 
that she will become totally secular­
ized.

October 11,1934
NEWS NOTES OF 

THE CHURCH IN 
BRIEF PARAGRAPHS

Edited by W. B. Spofford 
The General Convention got under 

way yesterday. Perhaps, in spite of 
limited space, it will be well for me 
to present for our many new readers 
something about the set-up. Old 
stuff, of course, for many of you, in 
which case just skip it.

The Episcopal Church, like the 
other branches of the Anglican Com­
munion, is governed according to 
some of the most ancient principles 
of government known to the earliest 
generations of Anglo-Saxon people. 
Out of their primitive folk-ways 
came English parliament, and out of 
parliament came, simultaneously, the 
government of the United (States and 
the government of the Episcopal 
Church.

It was only natural, indeed it was 
inevitable, that the English colonists 
should have adapted for use in their 
new world the government to which 
they were accustomed. And since 
most of the signers o f the federal 
constitution were English Church­
men, it was equally natural that the 
Church’s government should have 
many similar features.

General Convention is the name of 
the governing body. Making due al­
lowance for numerous differences in 
function and procedure, the present 
similarity between Church and fed­
eral Government is striking.

For example: Each has an execu­
tive division; in the Church, corre­
sponding to President, Vice-presi­
dent, and Cabinet, there are a Pre­
siding Bishop, an Assistant to the 
Presiding Bishop, and a National 
Council. The Presiding Bishop is 
elected by General 'Convention for a 
six-year term. The office of Assistant 
is extra-constitutional and is filled 
by General Convention. The National 
Council, organized in 1919, has six­
teen members elected by General 
Convention and one member elected 
by each of the eight provinces.

The legislative division of the 
Church, instead of Congress with 
Senate and House of Representatives, 
has General Convention, meeting 
triennially, with a House of Bishops 
and a House of Deputies. The House 
of Deputies is composed of four 
clergy and four laymen elected by 
each diocese and one clergyman and 
one layman from each missionary 
district.

Of the differences between the 
government of Church and State, 
perhaps the most striking is that in 
the Church the legislative division, 
General Convention, is supreme over 
the executive division.

The Constitution of the Church as 
adopted in 1789 and amended by

Copyright 2020. Archives of the Episcopal Church / DFMS.  Permission required for reuse and publication.



October 11,1934
subsequent sessions of General Con­
vention is a brief document. There 
are also sixty-three Canons, laws of 
the Church, adopted at various times 
by General Convention.

The first General Convention, in 
September, 1785, was only prelimin­
ary. As outlined in Bishop Wilson’s 
book, The Divine Commission, its 
accomplishments were to draft a 
tentative constitution, to send a com­
munication to the Bishops of the 
Church of England regarding neces­
sary legislation for the consecration 
of American Bishops, and to provide 
a revision o f the English Church 
Prayer Book as a basis for discus­
sion.

The second General Convention, 
meeting in two sessions, in June and 
October of 1786, was also largely 
preliminary.

The third General Convention met 
first in July, 1789, with three 
Bishops, seventeen clergy and sixteen 
laymen, in a joint session for there 
was as yet no separate House of 
Bishops; at a second session, in Sep­
tember, the permanent policy of 
operating through two Houses went 
into effect and the Constitution was 
formally adopted.

The fifty-first General Convention 
opened in Atlantic City, New Jersey, 
yesterday, October 10, 1934. The 
Right Rev. James DeWolf Perry, as 
Presiding Bishop, presides over the 
House of Bishops and also over the 
joint sessions of both Houses. The 
House o f Deputies elects its presid­
ing officer. It is most likely that the 
Rev. Barney Phillips of Washington 
will be reelected to this office.

Since those early sessions in the 
eighteenth century the number of 
Bishops has increased from three to 
150. Deputies now come from more 
than a hundred jurisdictions, from 
Maine to Mexico, from Alaska to 
Florida, and from the Orient, west 
Africa, southern Brazil, and the 
West Indies.

* * *
Death Takes 
Francis W hite

The Rev. Francis S. White, beloved 
throughout the Church, died of a 
heart attack on September 30th, 
shortly after conducting two services. 
H,e was the rector of St. Andrew’s, 
Tampa, Florida, having gone there 
from the deanship of the cathedral 
in Cleveland. He was an associate 
of Bishop Johnson’s in the Omaha 
mission and was a leader in national 
Church life. A tribute to him will 
appear in the next issue of The 
W itness, written by his intimate 
friend, our editor.

H« H« H*

Bishop Cook Not 
T o Attend Convention

Bishop Cook of Delaware and as­
sistant to the Presiding Bishop is

T H E  W I T N E S S
unable to attend General Convention, 
due to injuries received this summer 
in an automobile accident.

Hî H« H*
The G ood Friday 
Offering o f  1934

The Good Friday Offering for 1934 
amounts to $16,228, which is $584 
more than last year’s total.

* * *
W ants Less Talk 
o f  M oney

The Rev. G. P. T. Sargent, rector 
of St. Blartholomew’s, New York, be­
lieves that the quota system has 
broken down. ‘‘This system has 
ceased to be an inspiration to giving 
and has become an irritant.”  As an

Page Eleven
alternative he proposes that dioceses 
assume responsibility for definite 
pieces of missionary work. Thus, he 
says, the diocese of Long Island 
might take the responsibility for 
South Dakota, with leading workers 
from the district visiting the diocese 
in the summer to acquaint Long 
Islanders with the work, and with 
the missionary bishop present at the 
diocesan convention, and the church 
school children following the work in 
their adopted missionary area. He 
believes it would stimulate giving, 
would develop a clearer vision of our 
missionary responsibility and a per­
sonal knowledge and enthusiasm for 
the work of the Church. At the end

Around the Episcopal Church 
in Thirty Days

Twenty-one Missionaries attending the General Con­
vention give the month of November to assist 

diocesan and parochial leaders prepare 
for the Every Member Canvass.

A  personalized presentation o f our Missionary Work 
is placed within the reach of most 

of oiir members.

3 8 0  communities in 8 6  dioceses will be visited 
between October 29th  and November 2 6 th .

For particulars
See your diocesan magazine or your parish leaflet. 

Ask your Rector.

THE EVERY MEMBER CANVASS
Sunday, November 25 to Sunday, December 9, 1934

FIELD DEPARTMENT, THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 
Church Missions House 281 Fourth Avenue New York
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special interest in the welfare of 
the farmers and in this community. 

* * *
Called to 
Virginia Parish

The Rev. Robert A. Goodwin has
resigned as rector at Martinsville,
Virginia, to accept the rectorship of 
Cunningham Chapel parish, in the 
diocese of Virginia.

* * *
Happening in 
Western New York

The Church Mission o f Help of 
the diocese of Western New York 
held a silver tea at the dioce-

Hymnals and Prayer Books
for

Thanksgiving and Christmas
W ith the near approach of Thanksgiving and Christmas 

each parish should make provision for an ample supply of 
Hymnals and Prayer Books. A  gift of a number of copies 
might be made by some generous parishioner or by groups 
within the parish.

In the interest of improved congregational singing, the 
General Convention has urged all churches to place the musi­
cal edition of the Hymnal in the hands of the congregation 
so far as possible.

As publishers of the authorized and approved Hymnal of 
the Church, as well as the Prayer Book, in behalf of the 
Church Pension Fund, we solicit your order.

san house in Buffalo on October 5th. 
— The 42nd semi-annual meeting of 
the Girls Friendly of the diocese was 
held at Niagara Falls on October 6th

CHURCH VESTMENTS
Cassocks, Surplices, Stoles, Em­
broideries, Silks, Cloths, Fringes

CLERICAL SUITS
Hats, Rabats, Collars 

Specialists in Church Vestments 
and Embroideries for half 

a century
Cox Sons & Vining, Inc. 
131-133 East 23rd St., New Y ork«

RELIGIOUS FILMS . . .
Rent Religious 16 or 35 mm. film s . Com plete 
lib rary— Hundreds o f other unsurpassed reels. 
Catalog 10c. Satisfactio n  p lu s! W e  pay re­
tu rn  Express Charge on all ren ta ls ! Save money.
Religious Films Syndicate
6801-03 So. Carpenter St. Chicago, Illinois

of each triennium there would be a 
rotation so that in time all dioceses 
would be made familiar with the 
whole missionary work of the 
Church.

* * *
Memorial to 
Mrs. Roots

As a memorial to Mrs. Logan H. 
Roots:, Bishop’s wife, whose death 
occurred in China in August, friends 
in China and elsewhere are establish­
ing a scholarship of $1,000 Mex., to 
aid a student in the farm school at 
Chin iSan, a rural Christian commun­
ity near Hankow. Mrs. Roots had a

HYMNALS
Standard Musical Edition at 

$1.20 per copy (or $1.00 per 
copy in lots of 100 or more).

Special Choir Edition, heavily 
reinforced, at $1.50 per copy (or 
$1.30 per copy in lots of 100 or 
more).

Word Edition at 40 cents per 
copy.

PRAYER BOOKS
Pew Edition, 3^ x5j^ , in vari­

ous colors, at 35 cents per copy.
Chancel Edition, 5xlj4, in vari­

ous colors, and with larger type, 
at 60 cents per copy.

BECKFORD SCHOOL
Woodstock, Virginia

A school .for younger boys. Second grade 
through Junior High School. In Shenandoah 
Valley. Limited enrollment. Fifty dollars 
monthly.

EDMUND BURKE W HELAN,
Headmaster

CH RIST CHURCH SCHOOL
Middlesex Co., Va.

A  moderately priced School offering every 
advantage. Highest academic standard, dig­
nified cultured atmosphere. For details write, 
Headmaster, Box C. Christ Church, Va.

EDWIN S. GORHAM, INC.
For over thirty years Distributors of 
Church Literature and Parish Requisites. 
Information and Catalogues on request. 
Prices subject to change.
18 West 45 Street New York

THE BISHOP WHITE PRAYER BOOK 
SOCIETY

Founded by Bishop White 1833 
Donates to Missions, Institutions, and Par­

ishes unable to purchase them, in limited 
grants,

The Book of Common Prayer.
The Combined Book (The Book of Com­
mon Prayer and Hymnal in one volume). 

Pew Size
Apply to Rev. W. Arthur Warner, D. D., 
Secretary, S. W. Cor. 5th & Arch Streets, 

Philadelphia, Pa.

REFINED, comfortable quarters ; delightful 
winter climate, beautifully and centrally lo­
cated in the home of a loyal Churchwoman. 
Miss London, 4 Charlotte St., St. Augustine, 
Florida.

THE 1934 GENERAL CONVENTION 
Atlantic City, N. J., October 10-26 

Please apply for information to 
Reginald R. Belknap, Diocesan Director 

General Convention Committee, 
Central Pier. Atlantic City. N. J.

FINE LINEN .90 to 3.10 per yd. for all 
Church uses. Transfer designs for em­

broidery .25 Der set. Samples, etc.. MARY 
FAWCETT CO., 812 Berkeley Ave., Trenton, 
N. J.

ALTAR BREADS— Orders promptly filled. 
Saint Mary’s Convent, Kenosha, Wis.

CATHEDRAL STUDIO. CHURCH EMBROI- 
deries, Altar and pulpit hangings, etc. 

Stoles from $6.50'. Burse, veil $10 up. Sur­
plices $8 up. Exquisite Altar linens. Damask 
cope from $70. Damask Mass set from $60. 
Silk chasuble from $30. Complete line of 
pure Irish linens and Church fabrics by the 
yard. Embroidered emblems ready to apply. 
Altar Guide Handbook 50c. L. V. Mackrille, 
11 W. Kirke St., Chevy Chase, Washington, 
D C.

CIRCULARS SENT ON REQUEST 

Order direct from

T he C hurch H ym n al C orporation
(a subsidiary of the Church Pension Fund)

20 Exchange Place, New York
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wi II be pleased to submit 
designs and Estimates for

Embroidery-Wood 
Stone-Metal and 
Stained Cjlass-i

I X  E T E  R • • Cathedral Yard
LO N D O N ' • ll.Tufton St.S.Wv 
M ANCHESTER 32,Victoria Street:

ST. HILDA GUILD, Inc.
147 E. 47th St., New York 

CHURCH VESTMENTS 
ECCLESIASTICAL EMBROIDERY 

Conferences with references to the adornment 
o f Churches

Telephone EL-dorado 5-1058

JAMES POWELL & SONS
(¡Whitefrian) jÇtd f l |  s68o

L O N D O N , EN GLAND

STAINED
GLASS
'Distributor 

P A U L S. BU CK
784 (fifth A t«., New York City

fefSrRGEISSLER.I! i -J O  S I X T H A V E .N E A R i O t h S t N I

; 1131  Ghurtfi Furixisfl/kI 11 IN CARVED WOOD AND IM I I I  MARBLE-BRASS-SILVER 
fllJfM m  fabrics  + WINDOWS

BBK
•W YU RK

jinqsOSI Hi
I dL

and 7th. Dean Whitney Hale of the 
cathedral in Buffalo preached on 
“ women’s part in the Church’s pro­
gram for peace.”— St. Paul’s Cathe­
dral, Buffalo, observed (St. Michael 
and All Angels as a day of continu­
ous intercession for world peace, the 
General Convention and the cathedral 
life.

* * *
The Deputies 
Chapel

The cartoons for the stained glass 
windows in the reredos of the chapel 
in the House of Deputies, which was 
pictured on our cover last week, are 
from the studios of Charles Connick 
of Boston. They are causing much 
favorable comment at Atlantic City.

* * *
General Seminary 
Gets Under W ay

The 117th year of the General
Seminary opened on September 26th 
with 35 new students, representing 
18 dioceses and 23 colleges. Additions 
to the faculty include the appoint­
ment of the Rev. John W. Suter Jr., 
New York rector, as: lecturer on
religious education and the Rev. Otis 
Rice, assistant at St. Thomas’, New 
York, as lecturer on psychiatry.

* * *
Bishop Presides Over 
N egro Churchmen

Bishop Thomas of South Carolina 
presided over the sessions of the 
25th annual council of Colored 
Churchmen of his diocese, held at 
Pineville, September 21st through 
the 23rd. In the forefront of the 
business transacted was discussion 
of ways and means of making the 
Negro work self-supporting. The 
women of the Auxiliary held their 
meeting on the second day of the 
Council. Archdeacon Baskerville, Ne­
gro Church leader, presided at sev­
eral of the sessions and presented an 
interesting report of his work.

* * *
Clergy Conference in 
Southwestern Virginia

Bishop Jett held his annual con­
ference with his clergy at Pulaski 
from (September 24th to the 26th, 
with every active clergyman in the 
diocese but one present. There were 
addresses and papers by various 
leaders dealing with matters vital to 
the life of the Church.

sj* H»
Clergy C onference 
in Texas

Bishop Quin was the leader of a 
clergy conference in the diocese of 
Texas, held at the Houston Yacht 
Club, September 24-26. Subjects dis­
cussed: greater use of church build­
ings on week-days; effect of govern­
ment relief on prestige of the 
Church; technique for the Christian 
life; meditation; what to preach; is 
the Y. P. S. L. meeting the needs of 
young people; how to interest lay-

Wilbur Herbert Burnham

Designer and Master 
Craftsman

Stained and Leaded Glass

Studios 1126 Boylston Street

Boston, Massachusetts

no- 3 2 5  s i x t h -a v e n u e -n e w -york . 
STAINED GLASS -M URALS 
MOSAIC-MARBLE-STONE EE2 
CARVED -WOOD-METAL m l

MEMORIAL TABLETS
“ of enduring worth

and attractiveness” 
in genuine cast bronze

Moderate in Price - Booklet on Request
ELLISON BRONZE CO ., INC.

JAMESTOWN, N, Y.

¡VÍENEELY BELL CO
T R O Y ,  N .V  a n d  

-fiS3 B R O A D W A Y .N X C IT Y .
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men and the biggest subject of all, 
personal idiosyncracies of the clergy. 
The clergy also went fishing but got 
no fish.

Hi * *
Presiding Bishop’ s 
Son at O xford

James DeWolf Perry Jr. son of 
the Presiding Bishop, and a member 
of the senior class at Virginia Semin­
ary, is spending this year at Cam­
bridge University, England. Inci- 
dentally, just in case you do not 
know, I ought to tell you that he 
was arrested last summer with a 
number of other students for picket- 
ting a clothing factory during a 
strike. May his tribe increase.

Resume Church 
Conversations

The conversations between Episco­
pal and Congregational clergymen in 
Chicago which resulted in a “con­
cordat” that, was made public last 
spring, have been resumed. Ten 
clergy, appointed by Bishop Stewart,

WELCOME 
to Atlantic City 

Episcopal General Convention 
HOTEL

P R I N C E S S
Ocean End of South Carolina Avenue
SPECIAL W EEKLY CONVENTION RATES 

Running Priva te
W a te r Bath

IN C LU D IN G  M EA LS
200 Rooms 

Just O ff Boardw alk  
Modern Conveniences 

A  C h ristian  Fam ily Atm osphere 
Free Bus Service to and from  M eetings 

During Inclem ent W eather 
Detailed In fo rm ation , L ite ra tu re  and 

Road Maps M ailed on Request
European Plan Daily Rates 

from $1.50
Fireproof Garage H. Rae Scu ll, Owner

The Colonial
115 S. North Carolina Ave., 

near Beach
A ll outside rooms. P riva te  baths. E x­
ce llen t d ining room attached . Garage. 
A m erican  and European Plan . Special 
Convention Rates. Episcopal Churches 
nearby. R . R aw ley , M anager.

MILLER COTTAGE
25th Year— Capacity 250 

9 N. Georgia Ave., Atlantic City, N. J. 
Just 1 block to Convention Hall 

Homelike, Scrupulously Clean.
$2.50 Daily. Special weekly. Rates in­

clude excellent meals. Booklet. 
Phone 4-9294

Emerson Crouthamel, Mgr.

HOTEL BRIGHTON
A T L A N T IC  C IT Y . N. J. 

On The Beach Front
Special Rates to Visitine ChuTohn»*"

represent our Church and a similar 
group of ten has been appointed by 
the Chicago Congregational Associa­
tion. They meet the first Monday of 
each month at Seabury - Western 
Seminary.

• H* Hi

Curate for  
Akron Parish

The Rev. Hupert E. Williams, Cal* 
umet, Ohio, has accepted an appoint­
ment as curate at St. Paul’s, Akron.

Hi Hi Hi
Y oung People at 
General Convention 

The young people are to have their 
week-end at General Convention from

K N I C K E R B O C K E R
ATLAN TIC C ITY, N. J.

An ideal place to stay during 
Convention. Located on the 
famous Boardwalk, half way be­
tween the meeting places of the 
House of Deputies and the House 
of Bishops.

Special rates for Convention guests. Ideal accommo­
dations for luncheons and dinners, with private dining 
halls.

Send Your Reservations at Once.

IT COSTS NO MORE TO STAY ON THE BOARDWALK

HOTEL

the 12th through the 14th. Official 
business meetings of various sorts 
on Friday evening, then on Saturday 
meetings galore, with Dr. Francis 
Wei of Central China College, and 
the Very Rev. John W. Day of To­
peka, Kansas, as the headliners. In 
the afternoon they go into huddles 
with various leaders to discuss such

GLASLYN-CHATHAM
PARK PLACE, ATLANTIC CITY, N. J.
A family hotel for persons of refino- 
ment. Ocean View. Reasonable rates. 
Quality accommodations.

Booklet, N. L. Jones

North Carolina Ave., near Beach
Ideally located on Atlantic City’s 

most beautiful avenue and convenient 
to October headquarters as well as all 
churches.

Enjoy rich comfort amid quiet luxury 
during your convention activities.

Single Rooms or Housekeeping 
apartments with complete hotel 
service on either American or 
European Plans.

CONVENTION RATES ON REQUEST

A T L A N T I C  C I T Y N.  j .
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important matters as race, econom­
ics, peace and the new leisure. There 
is to be one group also for the 
leaders of young people, to be 
directed by Miss Margaret Marston 
of the Auxiliary and Miss Charlotte 
Tompkins, director of religious edu­
cation of the diocese of central New 
York. Then that evening there is 
food, with the Rev. Gardiner M. Day 
of Williamstown, Mass., as I believe 
I have told you before, as the lead­
ing wind-jammer. On Sunday there 
is a corporate communion and later 
the young folks are supposed to at­
tend the Convention service with 
their elders at which Bishop Free­
man will preach. Miss Dorothy May 
Fischer, in charge of young people’s 
work of the National Council, is in 
charge of the show.

Institute R ector 
in Minneapolis

The Rev. Charles P. Deems, for­
merly of San Francisco, was insti­
tuted rector of St. Mark’s, Minne­
apolis, on September 28th. Bishop 
McElwain preached the sermon and 
Bishop Keeler and a large number 
of the clergy of the diocese took 
part in the service.

The Everym an’s 
Offering

As we go to press we haven’t the 
amount of the Everyman’s Offering, 
presented yesterday at the opening 
service of General Convention. How­
ever from Chicago comes the report 
that Mr. Charles Taft, chairman of 
the Offering committee, stated on 
September 28th at a conference of 
Churchmen in Chicago that $150,000 
had been contributed up to that 
time. In addressing the laymen of 
Chicago Mr. Taft declared that 
•Christianity is the greatest protec­
tion America has against the in­
roads of communism and socialism. 
He also said that America had ex-

Calvert- Herrick 
& Riedinger

2 & 4 East . 23rd . Street 
New . York . City

STAINED GLASS . MOSAIC 
AND . CHURCH  

DECORATION

CHURCH . APPOINTMENTS 
IN . MARBLE . STONE 

W O O D  . AND  
METAL
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ported its1 ideas of nationalism and 
industrialism into China, Japan and 
other far eastern countries. What­
ever dangers may arise in the far 
east with relation to the United 
States are direct results of these 
elements of nationalism and indus­
trialism. He pled for support of 
missionary work in the eastern 
countries as a means of Christianiz­
ing the industrial order which he 
said is rapidly growing up there.

In this country, the great factor 
opposing the Christian religion is 
secularism, in the opinion of Mr. 
Taft, the idea that “ man can get 
along without religion.” He called up­
on the men of the church to take up 
the combat against this element.

Bishop Irving Peake Johnson of 
Colorado, Bishop Stewart of Chi­
cago, and the Rev. Percy Houghton, 
field secretary of the National Coun­
cil, were other speakers at the con­
ference. More than 100 clergy and 
laity were in attendance.

* * *
Ordination 
in Maine

James F. McElroy was ordained 
deacon at the Cathedral at Portland, 
Maine, on September 21st by Bishop 
Brewster. The sermon was preached 
by the Rev. A. L. Whittaker of 
Northeast Harbor, under whom Mr. 
McElroy is to serve as curate.* * *
M ovie W ill Depict1 
Church History

Those who attend the General Con­
vention will have the privilege of 
viewing a film, entitled “ The New

World,” which will depict the history 
of the Church in America, from that 
distant date, 1579, when Rev. 
Francis Fletcher, chaplain with Sir 
Francis Drake, held the first Church 
of England services on the con­
tinent of North America, to the pres­
ent day. The premiere showing will 
be at the historical commemoration 
service, on Oct. 12, at Convention 
hall.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

MARJORIE BECKH

ST. STEPHEN’S HOUSE, 
WESTMINSTER, S. W. 1. 

LONDON
Telephone: Whitehall 6591 

Cables: “ Mar joribec-London” 
(via Western Union)

VESTMENTS 
& BANNERS

ALTAR  HANGINGS 
FURNITURE 

DECORATIONS
in colour for Architects

Estimates on application

THE VALLE CRUCIS SCHOOL
VALLE CRUCIS, NORTH CAROLINA

Bishop Cribbin and the Advisory Committee of the Valle Crucis School 
announce the selection of the following members of the staff for the year 
1934-35:
Mrs. Emily Toll Hopkins, Principal......................... ..............................English and History

B. A., Wellesley
Miss Virginia Bouldin, Treasurer ................................................................... Home Economics

Grad. N. Y. Training School for Deaconesses; Special Work Univ. of Va. and 
Columbia Univ.

Miss Adelaide E. Smith, Secretary ....................... ..........................Stenography and Typing
Grad. St. Mary’s School, Raleigh, N. C .; Grad. Church Training and Deaconess 
House (Phila.) : Special Work East Carolina Teachers’ College

Miss Ruth Pember ....................................................................................................................Music
Grad. N. Y. Training School for Deaconess; Brown Univ. ; St. Dustan’s School 
of Sacred Music

Miss Tda O’Keefe ................................................................................................ Arts and Crafts
M. A., Colnmbia Univ.

Miss Catherine Wald .............................................................................Latin and Mathematics
B. A., American Univ., Washington, D. C .: Grad. Work Univ. of Maryland

Miss Lillian Thomsen ...............................................................................Science M. A.. Cornell
Miss Marian Finlay ...... ....................................................................................................... French

Univ. South Carolina, Converse College, B. A.
Mrs. Mont Glovier .......................................................................Graduate Nurse and Dietitian
Mrs. Earl Tester ........................................................ ................................... Assistant Dietitian

Grad. Valle Crucis School
Mr. Mont Glovier .Farm Superintendent
The Advisory Committee: Rt. Rev. Benjamin M. Washburn, Bishop Coadjutor of 

Newark j Rev. Prank Gavin, General Theological Seminary: Dr. Charles T. Loram, 
Sterling Professor of Education, Yale University.
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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Heritage of American Christians 

By

Theodore St. Clair Will
Paper, $1.00; Cloth, $1.50

•  A new book dealing with the history, teach­
ings, usages, and ideals of the Episcopal Church. 
Contents: The Church—The Customs of the 
Church—The Worship of the Church—The Mes­
sage of the Church—The Continuity of the 
Church—The American Church—The Teaching 
of the Church—Holy Baptism—Holy Communion 
— Confirmation—The Future of the Church. “ It 
is the purpose of this book,” says the author in 
the introduction, “ to trace, in a plain and prac­
tical way, without controversy, and without criti­
cism of others, the worship, the teaching, and 
history of this Church.”

A MANUAL
OF CATHOLIC WORSHIP

Based on the Book of Common Prayer

Cloth, 60 cts.
®  We present this volume for the use of Ameri­
can Churchmen who desire a more intelligent 
understanding of their part in the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass and in the Extraliturgical services in 
use in Catholic parishes. This manual of prayer 
is written in a modern way and includes prac­
tically everything that a book of this type should. 
Bound in cloth and of a convenient size for carry­
ing in the pocket.

Visit Our General Convention Bookstore
©W e extend a cordial invitation to all persons 
attending General Convention to visit our Book­
store located on the Boardwalk in the ground 
floor store at the left of the entrance to the 
Boardwalk Arcade, at Tennessee Ave. and the 
Boardwalk, near Central Pier. A complete line 
of text books, religious publications, and supplies 
are on display.

RADIO TALKS ON 
RELIGION

God and the World 
Through Christian Eyes

Edited by 
Leonard Hodgson

Two Volumes Each, $1.75
© “ The interest of these books is that 
they represent an attempt in England 
to put into short radio addresses the 
pith of the Christian faith for an audi­
ence unaccustomed to thinking in philo­
sophical terms. The men and women 
who presented this material, all of them 
top-notch leaders, believe that young 
people want to get at the root of things, 
that they want not only to know about 
God, but actually to know Him. For us 
the books are interesting as an illustra­
tion of the solid meat of thought which 
English audiences are able to take as 
compared with the more diluted ap­
proach of our own radio broadcasts in 
the field of religion. They will also be 
useful to anyone who is meeting the 
questions of young people, for in con­
densed form they set forth the rele­
vance of the Christian faith to the 
world of today.” — The Woman’s Press.

THE CELEBRANT’S 
MANUAL

By

Thomas Burgess

Cloth, $1.00
© This manual describes in detail a 
manner of celebrating the Holy Eucha­
rist that is used and found most devo­
tional, simple, and practical by many 
of our bishops and priests. It has been 
compiled with the assistance of a num­
ber of competent critics of different 
kinds of Churchmanship, therefore 
making it a very valuable book for the 
use of all.
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