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T WITNESS

JUNE 27, 1963

AFFIRMATION AND COMMENDATION
TO PEOPLE OF ALABAMA

That hatred and violence have no sanction in our religious
and political traditions.

That there may be disagreement concerning laws and
social change without advocating defiance, anarchy and
subversion.

That laws may be tested in courts or changed by legisla-
tures, but not ignored by whims of individuals.

That constitutions may be amended or judges impeached
by proper action, but our American way of life depends
upon obedience to the decisions of courts of competent
jurisdiction in the meantime.

That no person’s freedom is safe unless every person’s
freedom is equally protected.

That freedom of speech must at all costs be preserved and
exercised, without fear of recrimination or harassment.
That every human being is created in the image of God
and is entitled to respect as a fellow human being with all
basic rights, privileges, and responsibilities which belong
to humanity.

From an appeal for law and order and common

sense issued by eleven clergymen in January, 1963

See inside back cover for their April appeal
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MARTINrI.UTHER KING MAKES ANSWER
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SERVICES

In Leading Churches

New York Crry

THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH
OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE
Sunday: Holy Communion 7, 8, 9, 10; Mom-
ing Prayer, Holy Communion and
men, 11; Evensong and sermon, 4.
Morning Prayer and Holy Communion 7:15
(and 10 Wed.); Evensong, 5.

THE HEAVENLY REST, NEW YORK
5th Avenue at 90th Street
SUNDAYS: Family FEucharist 9:00 a.m.
Morning Prayer and Sermon 11:00 a.m.
(Cheral Eucharist, first Sundays).
WEEHKIDAYS: Wednesdays: Holy Communion
7:30 am.; Thursdays, Holy Communion
and Healing Service 12:00 noon. Heal-
ing Service 6:00 p.m. (Holy Com-
munion, first Thursdays).

HOLY DAYS: Holy Communion 12:00 noon.

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S CHURCH
Park Avenue and 51st Street
Rev. Terence J. Finlay, D.D.

8 and 9:30 a.m. Holy Communion 9:30 and
11 a.m. Church School. 11 a.m. Morm-
ing Service and Sermon. 4 p-m. Even-
song. Special Music.

Weekday: oly Communion Tuesday at
12:10 a.m.; Wednesdays and aints
Days at 8 a.m.; Thursdays at 12:10 p-m.
Organ Recitals, Wednesdays, 12:10. Eve.
Pr. Daily 5:45 p.m. ’

CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY
316 East 88th Street
New York Crry
Sundays: Holy Communion 8; Church School
9:30; Mommg Praver and Sermon 11:00.
(Holy Communion 1st Sunday in Month).

GENERAL THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY CHAPEL
Chelsea Square, 9th Ave. & 20th St.
New York

Daily Morning Prayer and Holy Communion,
7; Choral Evenson, 6. }

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
SaiNT Paur’s CrareL
New York
The Rev. John M. Krumm, Ph.D.,
Chaplain
Daily (except Saturday), 12 noon; Sunday,
H Communion, 9 and 12:30, Morning

oly
Prafver & Sermon, 11 a.m.; Wednesday,
Holy Communion, 4:30 p.m.

ST. THOMAS
5th Ave. & 53rd Street
Rev. Frederick M. Morris, D.D.
Sundgy: HC 8, 9:30, 11 (l1st Sun.) MP 11;
Cho 4. Daily ex. Sat. HC 8:15,

urs. 11 HD, 12:10; Noonday ex. Sat.
12:10.

Noted for I:‘? choir; great reredos
a; windows.

THE CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY

York Avenue at 74th Street
Near New York Memorial Hospitals
Hugh McCandless, Lee Belford, David
Wayne, Philip Zabriskie, clergy
Sunda}is: 8 a.m. HC; 9:30 Family (HC 38)
11 MP (HC IS).
Wed. HC 7:20 a.m.; Thurs. HC 11 a.m.
One of New York’s
most beautiful public buildings.
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SERVICES

In Leading Churches

ST. STEPHEN’S CHURCH

Tenth Street, above Chestnut
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA.

The Rev. Alfred W. Price, B.D., Rector
The Rev. Gustav C. Meckling, B.D.
Minister to the Hard of Hearing

Sunday: 9 and 11 a.m., 7:30 p.m.

Weekdavs: Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., Fri.,
12:30-12:55 p.m.

Services of Spiritual Healing, Thurs., 12:30
and 5:30 p.m.

ST. PAUL’S

13 Vick Park B
RocHESTER, N. Y.
The Rev. T. Chester Baxter, Rector
The Rev. Frederick P. Taft, Assistant
Sundav: 8, 9:20 and 11.
Holy Days 11; Thursday, 5:30 p.m.

ST. PAUL’S MEMORIAL

Gravson and Wilow Sts.
SaNn AnTONIO, TEXAS
The Rev. James Joseph, Rector
The Rev George N. Tavlor, Associate
Sunday — Matins and Holy Eucharist 7:30,
9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday and Holy Days 7 and 10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist.
Sacrament of Forgiveness — Saturday 11:30
to 1 p.m.

SERVICES

In Leading Churches

CHRIST CHURCH
CAMBRIDGE, Mass.

The Rev. Gardiner M. Day, Rector

Sunday Services: 8:00, 9:30 and 11:15 a.m.
&ed. and Holy Days: 8:00 and
12:10 p.m.

CHRIST CHURCH, DETROIT

976 East Jefferson Avenue

The Rev. William B. Sperry, Rector

8 and 9 am. Holy Communion (breakfast
served following 9 a.m. service.) 11 aam.
Church School and Moming S.“"“'
Holy Days, 6 p.m. Holy Communion.

ST. THOMAS’ CHURCH

18th and Church Streets
Near Duponmt Circle
WasniNgTOoN, D. C.

The Rev. John T. Golding, Rector
The Rev. Walter E. Neds
The Rev. Walter ]. Marshfield
Sundays: 8:00 a.m. Holy Communion. 11:00
am. Service and Sermon. 7:30 pam.
Evening Prayer. (except July & August)
(8:00 in Advent and 6:15 in Lent)

TRINITY CHURCH
Miami, Fra.

Rev. G. Irvine Hiller, STD., Rector
Sunday Services 8, 9, 9:30 and 11 am.

PRO-CATHEDRAL OF THE
HOLY TRINITY
23 Avenue, George V
Paris FRANCE
Services: 8:30, 10:30 (8.8.), 10:45

Boulevard Raspail
Student and Artists Center

The Rt. Rev. Stephen Bayne, Bishop
The Very Rev. Sturgis Lee Riddk, Dean

CHURCH OF ST. MICHAEL
AND ST. GEORGE

St. Lours, Missourt

The Rev. ]. Francis Sant, Rector
The Rev. Jack E. Schweizer,
Assistant Rector

Sundays, 8, 9:30, 11 am.

ST. JOHN’S CHURCH

Lafayette Square
WasmineToN, D. C.

The Reverend John C. Harper, Rector

Weekdav Services: Mon., and Thurs.,, Holy
Communion at  12:10. Tues.,, Holy
Communion at 7:30 a.m. Wed., Fri,
and Sat., Noonday Prayers at 12:10.

Sundav  Services: 8 and 9:30 Holy Com-
munion; 11 Moming Prayer and Sermom
(Church School); 4 French Service; 7:30
Evening Prayer.
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Martin Luther King Jr. Writes

Co-Religionists from Jail

While confined to the city
jail in Birmingham, Ala., the
Rev. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.
wrote a letter
to eight clergy-
men who has
issued a state-
ment in which
they had called

demonstrations in that city “un-
wise and untimely.”

The first part of Dr. King’s
letter appeared in our issue of
June 13. It is concluded in this
number.

— Quote —

I had hoped that the white
moderate would reject the
myth of time. I received a let-
ter this morning from a white
brother in Texas which said:
“All Christians know that the
colored people will receive equal
rights eventually, but is it pos-
gible that you are in too great
of a religious hurry? It has
taken Christianity almost 2000
years to accomplish what it
has. The teachings of Christ
take time to come to earth.”

All that is said here grows
out of a tragic misconception of
time. It is the strangely irra-
tional notion that there is
something in the very flow of
time that will inevitably cure
all ills. Actually time is neutral.
It can be used either destruc-
tively or constructively. I am
coming to feel that the people

June 27, 1963

of ill will have used time muﬁl
more effectively than the people
of goodwill. We will have to
repent in this generation not
merely for the vitriolic words
and actions of the bad people,
but for the appalling silence of
the good people.

We must come to see that
human progress never rolls in
on wheels of inevitability. It
comes through the tireless ef-
forts and persistent work of
men willing to be co-workers
with God, and without this
hardwork time itself becomes
an ally of the forces of social
stagnation. We must use time
creatively, and forever realize
that the time is always ripe to
do right. Now is the time to
make vreal the promise of
democracy, and transform our
pending national elegy into a
creative psalm of brotherhood.
Now is the time to lift our na-
tional policy from the quick-
sand of racial injustice to the
solid rock of human dignity.

Opposing Forces

You spoke of our activity in
Birmingham as extreme. At
first I was rather disappointed
that fellow clergymen would see
my non-violent efforts as those
of extremist. I started think-
ing about the fact that I stand
in the middle of two opposing
forces in the Negro community.

One is a force of complacency
made up of Negroes who, as a
result of long years of oppres-

sion, have been so completely
drained of self-respect and a
sense of ‘“somebodiness” that
they have adjusted to segrega-
tion, and, on the other hand, of
a few Negroes in the middle
class who, because of a degree

of academic and economic
security, and because at points
they profit by segregation,

have unconsciously become in-
sengitive to the problems of the
masses.

The other force is one of bit-
terness and hatred and becomes
perilously close to advocating
violence. It is expressed in the
various black nationalist groups
thet are springing up over the
nation, the largest and best
known being Elijah Muham-
mad’s Muslim movement. This
movement is nourished by the
contemporary frustration over
the continued existence of racial
discrimination. It is made up
of people who have lost faith in
America, who have absolutely
repudiated Christianity, and
who have concluded that the
white man 1is an incurable
“devil.”

I have tried to stand between
these two forces saying that we
need not follow the ‘“do-nothing-
ism” of the complacent or the
hatred and despair of the black
nationalist. There is a more
excellent way of love and non-
violent protest. I'm grateful to
God that, through the Negro
church, the dimension of non-
violence entered our struggle.
If this philosophy had not
emerged I am convinced that by
now many streets of the South
would be flowing with floods of
blood. And I am further con-

Three
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vinced that if our white-bro-
thers dismiss as “rabble rou-
sers” and ‘“outside agitators”
those of us who are working
through the channels of non-
violent direct action and refuse
to support our non-violent ef-
forts, millions of Negroes, out
of frustration and despair, will
seek solace and security in
black nationalist ideologies, a
development that will lead in-
evitably to a frightening racial
nightmare.

Oppressed people cannot re-
main oppressed forever. The
urge for freedom will eventu-
ally come. This is what has
happened to the American
Negro. Something within has
reminded him of his birthright
of freedom; something without
has reminded him that he can
gain it. Consciously and un-
consciously, he has been swept
in by what the Germans call the
Zeitgeist, and with his black
brothers of Africa, and his
brown and yellow brothers of
Asia, South America and the
Carribean, he is moving with a
sense of cosmic urgency toward
the promised land of racial
justice.

Try to Understand

Recognizing this vital urge
that has engulfed the Negro
community, one should readily
understand public demonstra-
tions. The Negro has many
pent-up resentments and latent
frustrations. He has to get
them out. So let him march
sometime; let him have his
prayer pilgrimages to the city
hall; understand why he must
have sit-ins and freedom rides.
If his repressed emotions do
not come out in these non-
violent ways, they will come out
in ominous expressions of
violence. This is not a threat;
it is a fact of history.

So I have not said to my
people “Get rid of your discon-
tent.” But I have tried to say
that this normal and healthy
discontent can be channelized

Four

through the creative outlet of
non-violent direct action. Now
this approach is being dismissed
as extremist. I must admit
that I was initially disappointed
in being categorized.

The Extremists

But, as I continued to think
about the matter, I gradually
gained a bit of satisfaction
from being considered an ex-
tremist.

Was not Jesus an extremist
in love — “Love your enemies,
bless them that curse you, pray
for them that despitefully use
you.”

Was not Amos an extremist
for justice — “Let justice roll
down like waters and righteous-
ness like a mighty stream.”

Was not Paul an extremist
for the gospel of Jesus Christ
— “I bear in my body the
marks of the Lord Jesus.”

Was not Martin Luther an
extremist — “I will stay in jail
to the end of my days before I
make a mockery of my con-
science.”

Was not Abraham Lincoln an
extremist — “This nation can-
not survive half slave and half
free.”

Was not Thomas Jefferson
an extremist — “We hold these
truths to be self evident that
all men are created equal.”

So the question is mnot
whether we will be extremist,
but what kind of extremist will
we be. Will we be extremists
for hate or will we be extrem-
ists of love? Will we be extrem-
ists for the preservation of
injustice, or will we be extrem-
ists for the cause of justice?
In that dramatic scene on
Calvary’s hill, three men were
crucified. We must not forget
that all three were crucified for
the same crime of extremism.
Two were extremist for im-
morality, and thusly fell below
their environment. The other,
Jesus Christ, was an extremist
for love, truth, and goodness,
and thereby rose above his en-

vironment. So, after all, may--
be the South, the nation and the
world are in dire need of crea--
tive extremists.

White Moderates

I had hoped that the white
moderate would see this. Maybe
I was too optimistic. Maybe I
expected too much. I guess I
should have realized that few
members of a race that has op-
pressed another race can under-
stand or appreciate the deep
groans and passionate yearn-
ings of those that have been
oppressed and still fewer have
the vision to see that injustice
must be rooted out by strong,
persistent and determined ac-
tion.

I am thankful, however, that
some of our white brothers have
grasped the meaning of this
social revolution and committed
themselves to it. They are still
all too small in quantity, but
they are big in quality. Some
like Ralph MecGill, Lillian
Smith, Harry Golden and James
Dabbs have written about our
struggle in eloquent, prophetic,
and understanding terms.
Others have marched with us
down nameless streets of the
South. They have sat in with
us at lunchcounters and rode in
with us on the freedom move-
ment. They have languished in
filthy roach-infested jails, suf-
fering the abuse and brutality
of angry policemen who see
them as “dirty nigger lovers.”
They, unlike so many of their
moderate brothers and sisters,
have recognized the urgency of
the moment and sensed the
need for powerful “action” anti-
dotes to combat the disease of
segregation.

The White Church

Let me rush on to mention
my other disappointment. I
have been so greatly disap-
pointed with the white church
and its leadership. Of course,
there are some notable excep-
tions. I am not unmindful of
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“the fact that each of you has
‘taken some significant stands
on this issue. I commend you,
Rev. Stallings, for your Chris-
1ian stand on this past Sunday,
in welcoming Negroes to your
worship service on a non-segre-
gated basis. I commend the
Catholic leaders of this state
for integrating Springhill Col-
lege several years ago.

But despite these mnotable
exceptions, I must honestly
reiterate that I have been dis-
appointed with the church. 1
do not say that as one of those
negative critics who can always
find something wrong with the
church. 1 say it as a minister
of the gospel, who loves the
church; who was nurtured in
its Dbosom; who has been
sustained by its spiritual bless-
ings and who will remain true
to it as long as the cord of life
shall lengthen.

I had the strange feeling
when I was suddenly catapulted
into the leadership of the bus
protest in Montgomery several
years ago that we would have
the support of the white church.
I felt that the white ministers,
priests and rabbis of the South
would be some of our strongest
allies. Instead, some few have
been outright opponents, vre-
fusing to understand the free-
dom movement and misrepre-
senting its leaders; all too
many others have been more
cautious than courageous and
have remained silent behind the
anesthetizing security of
stained glass windows.

In spite of my shattered
dreams of the past, I came to
Birmingham with the hope
that the white religious leader-
ship of this community would
see the justice of our cause, and
with deep moral concern, serve
as the channel through which
our just grievances could get to
the power structure. I had
hoped that each of you would
understand. But again I have

been disappointed.
June 27, 1963

Strange Distinction

I have heard numerous reli-
gious leaders of the South call
upon their worshippers to com-
ply with a desegregation deci-
sion because it is the law, but
I have longed to hear white
ministers say follow this decree
because integration is morally
right and the Negro is your
brother. In the midst of blat-
ant injustices inflicted upon the
Negro, I have watched white
churches stand on the sideline
and merely mouth pious ir-
relevancies and sanctimonious
trivialities. In the midst of a
might struggle to rid our nation
of racial and economic injustice,
I have heard so many ministers
say, “Those are social issues
which the gospel has nothing to
do with,” and I have watched
so many churches commit them-
selves to a completely other-
worldly religion which made a
strange  distinction between
hodies and souls, the sacred and
the secular.

So here we are moving to-
ward the exit of the twentieth
century with a religious com-
munity largely adjusted to the
status quo, standing as a tail-
light behind other community
agencies rather than a head-
light leading us to higher levels
of justice.

I have travelled the length
and breadth of Alabama,
Mississippi and all the other
southern states. On sweltering
summer days and crisp autumn
mornings I have looked at their
beautiful churches with their
spires pointing heavenward. 1
have beheld the impressive out-
lay of their massive religious
education buildings. Over and
over again, I have found myself

asking: “What kind of people
worship here?” ‘“Who is their
God?’  “Where were their

voices when the lips of Gov-
ernor Barnett dripped with
words of interposition and nul-
lification?” ‘“Where were they
when Governor Wallace gave

the clarion call for defiance and
hatred?” “Where were their
voices of support when tired,
bruised and weary Negro men
and women decided to rise from
the dark dungeons of com-
placency to the bright hills of
creative protest?”

Body of Christ

Yes, these questions are still
in my mind. In deep disappoint-
ment, I have wept over the laity
of the church. But, be assured
that my tears have been tears
of love. There can be no deep
disappointment where there is
not deep love. Yes, I love the
church; I love her sacred walls.
How could T do otherwise? I
am in the rather unique position
of being the son, the grandson
and the great grandson of
preachers. Yes, I see the
church as the body of Christ.
But, oh! How we have blem-
ished and scarred the body
through social neglect and fear
of being nonconformists.

There was a time when the
church was very powerful. It
was during that period when
the early Christians rejoiced
when they were deemed worthy
to suffer for what they be-
lieved. In those days the
church was not merely a ther-
mometer that recorded the
ideas and principles of popular
opinion; it was the thermostat
that transformed the mores of
society. Wherever the early
Christians entered a town the
power structure got disturbed
and immediately sought to con-
vict them for being “disturbers
of the peace” and “outside
agitators.” But they went on
with the conviction that they
were “a colony of heaven”;
and had to obey God rather
than man. They were small in
number, but big in commit-
ment. They were too God-in-
toxicated to be ‘‘astronomically
intimidated.” They brought an
end of such ancient evils as in-
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fanticide and gladiatorial con-
test.

Things are different now.

The contemporary church is
so often a weak, ineffectual
voice with an uncertain sound.
It is so often the arch supporter
of the status quo. Far from
being disturbed by the presence
of the church, the power struc-
ture of the average community
is consoled by the church’s si-
lent and often vocal sanction of
things as they are.

Judgement of God

But the judgment of God is
upon the church as never be-
fore. If the church of today
does not recapture the sacri-
ficial spirit of the early church,
it will lose its authentic ring,
forfeit the loyalty of millions,
and be dismissed as an ir-
relevant social club with no
meaning for the twentieth cen-
tury. I am meeting young
people every day whose disap-
pointment with the church has
risen to outright disgust.

Maybe again, I have been too
optimistic. Is organized reli-
gion too inextricably bound to
status-quo to save our nation
and the world? Maybe I must
turn my faith to the inner
spiritual church, the church
within the church, as the true
ecclesia and the hope of the
world. But again I am thank-
ful to God that some noble
souls from the ranks of organ-
ized religion have broken loose
from the paralyzing chains of
conformity and joined us as
active partners in the struggle
for freedom. They have left
their secure congregations and
walked the streets of Albany,
Georgia, with us. They have
gone through the highways of
the South on tortuous rides for
freedom. Yes, they have gone
to jail with us. Some have been
kicked out of their churches,
and lost the support of their
bishops and fellow ministers.
But they have gone with the

Six

faith that right defeated is
stronger than evil triumphant.
These men have been the leaven
in the lump of the race. Their
witness has been the spiritual
salt that has preserved the true
meaning of the gospel in these
troubled times. They have
carved a tunnel of hope through
the dark mountain of disap-
pointment,

No Dispair

I hope the church as a whole
will meet the challenge of this
decisive hour. But even if the
church does not come to the aid
of justice, I have no despair
about the future. I have no
fear about the outcome of our
struggle in Birmingham, even
if our motives are presently
misunderstood. We will reach
the goal of freedom in Birming-
ham and all over the nation, be-
cause the goal of America is
freedom. Abused and scorned
though we may be, our destiny
is tied up with the destiny of
America.

Before the pilgrims landed at
Plymouth we were here.

Before the pen of Jefferson
seratched across the pages of
history the majestic word of
the Declaration of Independ-
ence, we were here.

For more than two centuries
our foreparents labored here
without wages; they made cot-
ton king; and they built the
homes of their masters in the
midst of brutal injustice and
shameful humiliation — and
yet out of a bottomless vitality
they continue to thrive and de-
velop. If the inexpressible
cruelties of slavery could not
stop us, the opposition we now
face will surely fail. We will
win our freedom because the
sacred heritage of our nation
and the eternal will of God are
embodied in our echoing de-
mands.

I must close now. But before
closing I am impelled to men-
tion one other point in your

statement that troubled me pro-
foundly. You warmly com-
mended the Birmingham police
force for keeping ‘“‘order” and
“preventing violence.”

Police Brutality

I don’t believe you would
have so warmly commended the
police force if you had seen its
angry violent dogs literally
biting six unarmed, non-violent
Negroes.

I don’t believe you would so
quickly commend the policemen
if you would observe their ugly
and inhuman treatment of
Negroes here in the city jail; if
you would watch them push and
curse old Negro women and
young Negro girls; if you would
see them slap and kick old
Negro men and young boys; if
you would observe them, as
they did on two occasions, re-
fuse to give us food because we
wanted to sing our grace to-
gether.

I'm sorry that I can’t join you
in your praise for the police de-
partment.

It is true that they have been
rather disciplined in their pub-
lic handling of the demonstra-

tors. In this sense they heve
been rather public ‘“non-vi-
olent.” But for what purpose?

To preserve the evil system of
segregation. Over the last few
years I have consistently
preached that non-violence de-
mands that the means we use
must be as pure as the ends we
seek. So I have tried to make
it clear that it is wrong to use
immoral means to attain moral
ends. But, now I must affirm
that it is just as wrong, or even
more to use moral means to
preserve immoral ends. Maybe
Mr. Connor and his policemen
have been rather publicly non-
violent, as Chief Pritchett was
in Albany, Georgia, but they
have used the moral means of
non-violence to maintain the
immoral end of flagrant racial
injustice. T. S. Eliot has said
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that there is no greater treason
than to do the right deed for
the wrong reason.

The Real Heroes

I wish you had commended
the Negro sit-inners and dem-
onstrators of Birmingham for
their sublime courage, their
willingness to suffer and their
amazing discipline in the midst
of the most inhuman provoca-
tion. One day the South will
recognize its real heroes.

They will be the James Mere-
diths, courageously and with a
majestic sense of purpose,
facing jeering and hostile mobs
and the agonizing loneliness
that characterizes the life of the
pioneer.

They will be old oppressed,
battered Negro women, sym-
bolized in a seventy-two year
old woman of Montgomery, Ala-
bama, who rose up with a sense
of dignity and with her people
decided not to ride the segre-
gated busses, and responded to
one who inquired about her
tiredness with ungrammatical
profundity; “my feets is tired,
but my soul is rested.”

They will be young high
school and college students,
young ministers of the gospel
and a host of their elders
courageously and non-violently
sitting-in at lunchcounters and
willingly going to jail for con-
science sake.

One day the South will know
that when these disinherited
children of God sat down at
lunchcounters they were in
reality standing up for the best
in the American dream and the
most sacred values in our Judeo-
Christian heritage, and thusly,
carrying our whole nation back
to those great walls of democ-
racy which were dug deep by
the founding fathers in the
formulation of the Constitution
and the Declaration of Inde-
pendence.

Never before have I written
a letter this long, (or should I
say a book?). I'm afraid that
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it is much too long to take your
precious time. I can assure you
that it would have been much
shorter if I had been writing
from a comfortable desk, but
what else is there to do when
you are alone for days in the
dull monotony of a narrow jail
cell other than write long let-
ters, think strange thoughts,
and pray long prayers?

If T have said anything in
this letter that is an under-
statement of the truth and is
indicative of an unreasonable
impatience, I beg you to forgive
me.

If T have said anything in
this letter that is an overstate-
ment of the truth and is indica-
tive of my having a patience
that makes me patient with

anything less than brotherhood,
I beg God to forgive me.

I hope this letter finds you
strong in the faith. I also hope

that circumstances will soon
make it possible for me to meet
each of you, not as an integra-
tionist or a civil rights leader,
but as fellow clergymen and a
Christian brother.

Let us all hope that the dark
clouds of racial prejudice will
soon pass away and the deep
fog of misunderstanding will be
lifted from our fear-drenched
communities and in some not
too distant tomorrow the radi-
ant star of love and brotherhood
will shine over our great nation
with all of its scintillating
beauty.

— End Quote —

Supreme Court Decision Backed |

By National Council Board

% Members of the general
board of the National Council
of Churches overwhelmingly
passed a statement opposing de-
votional religious acts in public
schools when it was presented
to them for the second time.

Strong objections were raised
to a first version of the docu-
ment. Opponents declared it
did not sufficiently emphasize
the Christian concepts of truth
and God and laid too little
stress on the validity of religion
as a school subject when
treated objectively.

It also was argued that the
pronouncement gave too broad
an endorsement to the TU.S.
Supreme Court. The first ver-
sion endorsed the high court’s
ruling which struck down use
of the regents’ prayer in New
York state.

Presented at an early session
during the spring meeting of
the general board, action was
deferred when the document
was turned over to a special
committee for redrafting.

The revised statement was
passed on a 65-1 vote, with one
abstention. Not voting was a
representative of Archbishop
Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of North and South
America, who initially had said
the Church would “review its
present relationship with the
Council” if the pronouncement
was approved.

While the Greek Orthodox
spokesman, Charles Rafael of
New York, did not take a stand
on the revised statement,
neither did he voice objections.

A new preamble added to the
document said that American
tradition upholds the separation
of church and state but that
this “does not mean that the
state is hostile toward, or in-
different to, religion.”

“In present-day American
society, with its diversity of re-
ligious conviction and affilia-
tions,” it stated, “the place of
religion in public education
must be worked out within this
recognition of the prevalingly
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positive attitude of the Ameri-
can people as a whole toward
religion and safeguarding of re-
ligious liberty.”

The section supporting use of
the Bible as a source book was
expanded. In specifying that
scme  regular school subjects
recuire the use of the Bible, the
phrase “including those related
to character cevelopiment” was
added.

The final version of the vro-
nouncement eliminated a direct
endorsement of the Supreme
Court’s ruling on the regents’
prayer. Instead, it stated: “We
recognize the wisdom as well as
the authority of this ruling.”

In both versions, it was said
that whether prayers should be
offered at specinl croessions
“may well he let to the
ment of the board r-snonsible
for the program of the public
schools in the lozal community.”

nde-

(The Supreme Court’s 8-to-1
decision of June 17, holding
that “in the relationship be-
tween man and religion the
state is committed to a position
of neutrality”’, prompted many
church leaders to issue state-
ments.

Presiding  Bishop Lichten-
berger said; “Not having read
the opinion of the Court, I have
only one comment to make at
the present time. It should be
understood that the court’s ac-
tion is not hostile to religion.
These decisions reflect the
court’s sense of responsibility to
assure freedom and eguality for
all groups of believers and non-
believers expressed in the first
amendment to the constitution.”

President J. Irwin Miller and
secretary Roy G. Ross of the
National Council of Churches
issued a joint statement declar-
ing that the decision “serves as
a reminder to all our -citizens
that teaching religious commit-
ment is the responsibility of
the home and church, not of
public education.”)

Fiaht

Other Action

In a two-and-a-half day ses-
sicn June €-8 in New York the
270 - merber policy - making
general board also

@ Called for immediate wide-
scale action to swing the full
force of the church into the
struggle for racial justice, in-
vitiny Roman Catholic and
sewish leaders to joint action
with Protestants against segre-
gation.

® Presiding Bishop Arthur
Lichtenberger was named chair-
man of an interdenominational
and interracial commission on
religion and race. The new
commission will be composed of
25 religious leaders—10 Negro,
10 white, and five members of
other minority groups to press
for civil rizhts legislation, to
gupport economic boycotts
through non-violent demonstra-
ticns, and to “witness to the
feet that the race issue is a
national moral problem and not
a regional one”.

@ Urged in a separate action
Christian support of and par-
ticipation in ‘“responsible and
disciplined” economic pre s-
sures when necessary to elim-
inate injustice based on “race,
creed, or national origin.”

® Urged in a pronouncement
‘ederal oversight of television
snd radio networks, opposing
advertiser control of program
centent and calling for “drastic
reduction” of advertising time.

® Advocated in a pro-
nouncement the full participa-
tion of women in economic life,

with job opportunities and
workine  conditions equal to
men.

® Elected new general secre-
tary of the council — R. H. Ed-
win Espy, formerly associate
general secretary — to succeed
the Rev. Roy G. Ross who re-

tires June 30.

@® Heard retiring general
secretary Ross review 12 years

oi ecumenical church life since
the National Council’s creation.

® Commended to next
December’s general assembly
and its action a revised consti-
tution which lcoks towards a re-
structuring of the Council.

@ Learned that President
Kennedy will address the Coun-
cil's general assembly next
Dzcember in Philadelphia.

ieard a panel of distin-
guished foreign affairs experts
review major issues in foreign
affairs.

@ Approved a proposed
inter-faith project for vocation-
al guidance in the public
schools.

The general board will next
meet Oct. 17-18 in New York
City in a special session to con-
sider new constitutional by-
laws in accordance with pro-
posed structural changes in the
Council.

CHURCH LEADERS MEET
WITH PRESIDENT

* Five Episcopalians were
among a large number of
church leaders who met with

President Kennedy at the White
Touse on June 17 to discuss
civil rights.

Attending were the Presiding
Bishop, Bishop Corrigan, direc-
tor of the home department,
Bishop Creighton of Washing-
ton, the Rev. Arthur Walmsley,
chairman of the follow-up com-
mittee for the national confer-
ence on religion and race, and
Clifford Morehouse, president
of the House of Deputies.

The president summoned
more than 100 religious leaders
to discuss civil rights which he

said “merits serious and im-
mediate attention.”
It was announced at the

White House following the con-
ference that a permanent com-
mittee is being set up, headed
by J. Irwin Miller, president
of the . National Council of
Churches.
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EDITORIALS

From Law to Liberty

THERE are three spheres in which God oper-
ates; in nature, in history and in grace. In each
sphere there is the same process. They are
closely related but each has its own procedure.

In nature there is the law of cause and effect.
There “He maketh his sun to rise on the evil and
the good and sendeth rain on the just and the
unjust.”

In history there is an over-ruling of prov-
idence by which order merges out of chaos. His-
tory is not merely a series of chronicles but God
is working his purpose out of the conflicts which
men produce. Otherwise there would be no
science in history.

In grace there is a personal relationship estab-
lished between God and man in which man finds
an adequate purpose in life and enters into a
covenant relation with God; man becomes a part-
ner with God.

In each of these spheres there is a similarity
of procedure in which from crude beginnings,
through great upheavals, there is an orderly pro-
gress. In nature, starting from crude origins, by
processes of flood and earthquakes, there has
emerged a natural world of great beauty. In his-
tory, starting from crude beginnings through
revolutions and conflicts there has emerged that
which is called civilization. History has had and
is having now, great upheavals out of which will
spring a better order, called the Kingdom of
Heaven.

In grace, there are the crude beginnings of
Judaism and the advent of the Christ resulting
in many martyrdoms and much tribulation look-
ing toward a new Kingdom operating under a
higher principle.

It would seem that as we contemplate these
processes that there are certain conclusions that
we can draw.

First, that a universe in which there is no
mind to plan and no eye to see is unthinkable. So
far as human observation carries us, we cannot
think of any orderly process without a back-
ground of intelligence and purpose.

Second, that this is a coordinated universe in
which the same Creator who planted a hunger
also created the satisfaction of that hunger.
“Iike as the hart desireth the waterbrooks, so
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longeth my soul for thee O God!” He who made
the thirst created that which would satisfy the
thirst. So if we ask for bread he will not give
us a stone.

Third, that this is a purposeful universe which
will not end in an ash-pit or a cemetery, but in
some adequate purpose that will justify its exist-
ence.

Fourth, that the same God who never deceives
man’s intelligence in his search for truth will also
never betray man’s love in his desire for right-
ecusness. By the same token, we find a process
in revelation similar in kind to the order in na-
ture.

First in the Old Testament is the revelation of
God’s holiness; of the moral law and of the
deadliness of sin. In addition the ritual of the
temple and the works of the prophets looked for-
ward to the coming of the Messiah.

Christ could not have come to Athens, they
would have laughed at him; nor to Rome, they
would have imprisoned him. He must come to
Jerusalem where they crucified him but where
there was a remnant who would accept him.

The salutation of John the Baptist, “Behold
the Lamb of God,” was the culminating climax
of Hebrew expectancy. As God revealed himself
2s law in the Old Testament so he revealed him-
self as love in the gospels. As God reveals him-
self as truth in the universe and as beauty in
nature, so he reveals himself as love in the

Christ. It was only through a person that love
could be revealed. When Christ finished his
ministry, he told his disciples to await the

coming of the comforter who would impart

eternal life to those who received him.

In the Acts of the Apostles we learn of the
Holy Spirit who is the Lord and giver of life. In
the epistles we read of the church which Christ
founded as the vehicle of his grace and pillar
and ground of the truth, purchased with his
blood and to be presented to the Father, a glori-
ous church.

To this church we give our loyalty, as it is the
body of Christ; in it we labor with him and
through it we seek the glorious liberty of the
sons of God without entering into controversy as
to just what the church is. We find that the
Christian faith is founded on law, animated by
love, guided by the Holy Spirit asking for our
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loyalty and inviting our labor, that we may ob-
tain the glorious liberty of the sons of God.

It is a reasonable hope that God has not de-
ceived us but rather has provided for us a way
of life eternal.

There is an orderly procedure: law, love, life,
loyalty, labor and liberty.

Talking It Over

By W. B. Spofford Sr.

THE NATIONAL COUNCIL of Churches per-
forms a service by making available authentic
information on the attitudes and practices of
Communist parties with respect to the life, work
and vital concerns of Christians and peoples of
other religions in Communist dominated coun-
tries.

The translations in this four-times-a-month
service are by Episcopalian Paul Anderson and
his associate B. S. Hruby.

Each translation is prefaced with the source

and a comment by the American translator.
Thus:

USSR — Bakinski Rabochii (The
Baku Worker), Baku,
February 28, 1963.

(COMMENT: Bakinski Rabochii is the daily
organ of the Communist party of Azer-
baidzhan. The leaders of the Soviet Union are
very much concerned about the moral posture of
youth in their country because of the increase
in juvenile delinquency. The problem of “moral
codex” and of “Communist ethics” has been re-
cently discussed in articles and lectures dealing
with the situation of Soviet youth. On the other
hand Communists in the Soviet Union criticize in
their peculiar dialectic way the immorality of
youth in the west and particularly in the U.S.A.
The following article is a typical sample of
Soviet views on American teen-agers.)

PORTRAITS FROM THE “FREE WORLD” —
THE TRAGEDY OF YOUNGSTERS

The scene is the United States, the time — the
nineteen-sixties, the actors. . . . One of them is
here before us (see the picture below) [a picture
of a very young girl applies mascara before a

Ten

mirror], however, not on the scene of a theatre,
but in real life, because this is not a figment of
imagination of some playwright, but very bitter
reality of that notorious American way of life.

However, let us look at the picture. For the
Americans it is not sensational at all, and the
tragedy begins right here. We do not know the
name of this 11-year old little girl who uses the
entire cosmetic “arsenal” in order to become
“beautiful”. And it does not matter at all what
her name is. Much more important is the fact
that in the USA there are hundreds of thousands
of such girls as she. American statistics im-
passively testify that the majority of ten-year
old girls use lipstick; at eleven years of age they
attend receptions for adults, and at twelve they
have their “steady boyfriends”.

Even more than the official statistics, manu-
facturers of perfumes and cosmetics could con-
firm this matter. They do not hesitate to spend
millions of dollars to engage the ever-present ad-
vertising to assist them in awakening a woman
in ten-year old children.

In many states, persons under age can con-
tract marriage. As a result, the “sacrament of
marriage” is administered to many 16, 15, and
even 1l4-year old girls and such marriages are
increasing rapidly. At the same time, a great
many of these grown-up children become mothers
very fast.

Physicians are alarmed about the physical ex-
haustion of the underdeveloped bodies of these
“young marrieds”. However, much more alarm-
ing is the inner devastation of the young gen-
eration which is being mutilated by the bourgeois
system.

My own comment on the above — whatever the
American translator means by “their peculiar
dialectic way” — is that the Soviet writer came
up with a rather accurate picture of many teen-
agers in the U.S.

I won’t labor the point by spelling it out by
quoting reports of studies made by many agen-
cies. It is summed up perhaps by this bit from
the New Yorker:

“Excerpt from a letter by a fourteen-year-old
girl reporting to a friend on the gifts she re-
ceived after graduating from junior high: ‘And
Grandma gave me a diary. It is a nice diary,
but it is awfully late to start a diary now. Every-
thing has happened.’ ”
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MARKS OF A GOOD MINISTER

By Benjamin Minifie
Rector of Grace Church, New York

PRIEST, PREACHER, PASTOR ARE COM-

BINED IN THE JOB OF BEING AN

EFFECTIVE CLERGYMAN IN RUNNING

ANY CHURCH, LARGE OR SMALL

WE ARE MET to ordain a young man a priest
or presbyter in the church of God. This week I
read over the charge which a bishop once
addressed to me many years ago and which Bish-
op Lawrence will address to our friend this very
hour.

As I read it, I thought to myself, every clergy-
man should go back to the ordination service
from time to time and review his ministry in
light of what was promised and expected and
hoped for in the beginning. I thought, too, that
the Prayer Book sets forth the mind of the
church better than any sermon can possibly do.

We are concerned here with the sacred minis-
try of the church. But should it not be said (at
least in parentheses) that as Christians and
churchmen every man and woman in this con-
gregation also has a ministry? Being a teacher
or a carpenter or a nurse or a lawyer or a home-
maker can be a ministry, indeed was meant to
be a ministry, when we do it day by day with
something at least of the motive of serving God
and serving the common life — not just on Sun-
days but in the place where we live and work day
by day.

Bishop Tucker used to say that every human
occupation is either a racket or a vocation de-
pending again on one’s motive. It’s a racket if
we do it only for our own gain and glory. It’s a
vocation if we do it partially at least to the glory
of God, as something we offer up unto him, and
if we do it, too, for the benefit of our neighbors,
as our contribution, however humble and modest,
to the welfare of the world.

In the sight of God, then, each of us has a
ministry, and not only those who have been
made bishops and presbyters and deacons.

How About a Layman?

SPEAKING OF THIS, I've sometimes thought
that a lay person might well be the one invited
to speak on an occasion like this, to put into
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simple and forthright words what the people in
the pews look for and expect in one who is being
ordained to the sacred ministry of the church.

Is it not true that above all we want the man
who is to stand before us with the word of God
to be a man of God himself? One who says his
prayers, one who is honest and sincere in his
Christian convictions, one who is truly committed
to the cause of Christ? At the same time we
want him to be natural, to be the kind of person
we can go to and talk with easily and who will
listen to us with understanding.

Wasn’t this the way of Jesus himself who
walked closely with God and yet at the same
time was so completely natural? We read that
he was a favorite dinner guest, and that all sorts
and conditions of people sought him out because
he was so approachable.

We are not saying that a clergyman must be a
paragon of virtue. I'm sure my own congrega-
tion knows otherwise. Without exception all of
us are sinful men in whom there is, yes, a daily
conflict between self-will and a higher will. And
as we are reminded in the gospel, even after we
have done our best, we are still unprofitable
servants whether we are priests or bishops or
otherwise, and this knowledge should keep us
healthy and humble.

St. Paul once wrote that in"his body he bore
the marks of the Lord Jesus. He meant out-
ward marks, scars of injuries received at the
hands of violent men who opposed his preaching
of the good news. But there are other marks ot
the Lord Jesus: compassion is one, caring for
people is another, and truth and hope and joy and
humility and reconciliation and righteousness oi
life. And it seems to me that a minister of his
church should show forth in his life some of
these same marks, the marks of his Lord and
Master.

Bishop Sherrill used to remind his clergy that
spirituality is a much misunderstood word. Some
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people think that a spiritual person is one who is
absent-minded and forgetful. He’s hardly ever
on time and he’s usually unprepared, somebody
who walks around with his head in the clouds
and is not very effective.

The Mind of Christ

THERE ARE many varieties of human nature
and temperament, of course, but I think of a
spiritual person as one whose prayer and aspira-
tion is above all to have the mind of Christ. At
the same time, and because of this, if you will, he
is diligent, he works hard, he is responsible, he
answers letters promptly, he keeps appointments,
he is considerate and courteous because love is
this way, there is order and discipline in his life,
he is someone you can count on. In my book this
is at least part of what it means to be a spiritual
person, and of what we might hope and lock for
in a clersyman.

Well, if a man has some of these marks or
qualities we have been talking about, if his life
is a committed and dedicated one with Christ as
the prize, the way and the truth — and incident-
ally this commitment can never be a static, once
and for all decision — it must be renewed and
re-enforced over and over again, yes, in a daily
sense, in prayer, in study, in the fellowship and
worship of the church, then I have the feeling
the rest will largely follow.

For example, as a priest such a man will con-
duct the services of the church in such a way
that he himself will not come between the wor-
shipper, will do it with great reverence and yet
in & natural voice. Quite rightly the church in-
sists that the worthiness or unworthiness of the
priest does not affect the validity of what he
does in the chancel, but at the same time we
would all agree that the manner and the person
of the cleric do make a difference.

Some men help to make us conscious of the
presence of God when we come to church; other
men tend to make us conscious of themselves —
and is it not to a large extent a matter of a man’s
being deeply mindful of where he is and both
humbled and inspired himself, of his having so
prepared for the service that it can never be said
there was anything casual or perfunctory about
it, as though he had waited till the last minute
to open the Prayer Book and chosen the lessons
without much care and imagination? Someone
once said the great Dr. Huntington of Grace
Church in New York approached the lectern to
read the word o7 God as reverently as other men
approach the holy table.

Twelve

The Sunday hour of worship can be a vain
repetition of words, or it can be the great hour
of the week, the hour that redeems and trans-
forms all the others, and whichever it is depends
partially on what you and I bring to it, but it
also depends not a little on the parish minister,
¢n his being sensitive and one in whom we sense
scmething of the spirit which is given to those
who truly ask and seek.

Being a Pastor

BUT A CLERGYMAN is more than a priest who
conducts church services and administers the
sacraments of Christ. He is also ordained to be
a pastor who goes in and out among the people,
seeking after them, getting to know them in
their own homes.

He will want to do this, it seems to me, de-
spite all the other demands upon his time, be-
cause he represents one who called himself the
Good Shepherd and went out into the highways
and byways in search of, as Henry Sloane Coffin
once said were three of Jesus’ favorite words,
the least and the last and the lost.

A clergyman I respect and honor very much
tells seminariansg that nothing they will ever do
in their ministry will be more rewarding and
fruitful in its results than faithful parish calling,
done systematically season in and season out.

I know that some people, both clerical and lay,
cguestion its value and importance, and I've had
moments when I was uncertain and doubtful my-
self, but how else can a parish minister ever
come to know his congregation except by taking
the time to visit them. And how many times
when TI’ve been stale or discouraged has an after-
noen or an evening of pastoral calling revived
my own faith and restored my perspective. And
how often an ordinary house call has turned into
an hour in which the other person poured out
his doubts and questions or really opened up and
shared some problem or trouble, yes, some bar-
rier or obstacle that explained why he did not
come to church.

If nothing else, a clergyman’s going out to
call on someone who is sick or bereaved or whose
children have been absent from church school
can be one way of saying that God cares.

Jesus said the Good Shepherd calleth his sheep
by name. He does so because he knows them in-
dividually, he knows what each of them is up
against in spite of outward appearances, he is a
faithful pastor.
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The Word of God
AND THEN last of all, a man is ordained to
preach the word of God. He is to be a prophet
as well as a priest and a pastor.

A former dean of one of our theological semi-
naries once said the Episcopal Church has al-
ways been wary of the platform performance, of
the prima donna in the pulpit, of the sermon be-
coming the be-all and end-all of public worship
as it is in some traditions. Ours is a service in
which the accent is rightly on the worship of
God, in which praise and confession and tne re-
membrance of God’s mighty acts, prayer and the
offering up of ourselves are inherent in Morning
Prayer and the Holy Communion. But this is not
tc say that preaching is not important, that it is
to be slichted in any sense, as can and does hap-
pen in our church.

Preaching is sacramental. In Phillips Brooks’
definition, it is God’s truth mediated through hu-
man personality. It is or it should be a means
of grace. And it is apparent to all that people
respond to good preaching and stay away when
it is poor and obscure.

Every clergyman can hardly be a Harry Emer-
son Fosdick to whom my parents listened reli-
giously every Sunday afternoon when I was a
boy and millions of other Americans as well, but
every clergyman can be understandable and
make sense to those who so often come expect-
antly and hopefully. And he can be so if he him-
self will take very seriously the importance of
the sermon and make it the first work of the
veek, something thought and prayed about and
labored over well beforehand. Out of this, I'm
persuaded, will come effective preaching and
preaching with passion, even from those of us
who do not pretend to be eloquent spokesmen.

We live in a day of mounting racial tension in
America. If non-violent means should fail to
oet our Negro citizens the equal justice they de-
mand, then violence is inevitable in this decade
of the 60’s. We live in a world poised on the
brink of suicidal catastrophe. We live, too, in a
society, at least in our great cities, which is more
and more secularized, that is, where the masses
of people ignore or have almost forgotten the
existence of God. "

And we also live in a time when the ancient
faith of the. Church, our. most precious heritage
and the source of our noblest idealism, the basis
of our belief in the transcendent worth of the in-
dividual man, the inspiration of the humane vir-
tues and the sanction of the moral law, yes, then
the faith of the Church must be expressed and

June 27, 1963

preached in contemporary terms, in language
and symbol understandable to modern man.
Great, great indeed is the burden on the preach-
er of the eternal word of God in the world of to-
day and tomorrow, and great indeed is the oppor-
tunity, but he whom we ordain will not stand
alone, none of us stands alone. In all our work
and witness and ministry done in his name, we
are promised the grace of God and the saving,
strengthening gifts of his spirit.

Frank, I have been speaking to myself tonight
even more than to you. I know that I speak for
all your friends and loved omes, indeed, I speak
for the blessed company of all faithful people
when I say we wish you well in the sacred minis-
try of the church of Ged, and we hope and pray
you will ever live as becomes your high calling.

We ask but we already know that God will
bless you in the church of him who came as a
serving man. May you have many years in this
ministry. May they be rich and abundant years.

Deiergicai

By Corwin C. Roach
Director School of Religion, Fargo, N. D.

ONE OF MY STUDENTS became confused on
an examination and coined a new term “detergi-
cal” in place of “liturgical”’. 1 can understand
why. Certainly for the average American, de-
tergent is a household word whereas liturgics is
quite unfamiliar. A recent study indicated that
pre-school children were familiar with the word
detergent before they had learned to read. The
soap opera has become daily fare in many homes.
I doubt whether many adults on the other hand
ever heard the word liturgical.

It was quite different in antiquity. The Greeks
for example knew nothing about ordinary soaps,
let alone the newer cleaning agents. They had
to rub down their bodies with oils. As for their
clothes, a good stiff pounding on the rocks by
the side of the stream took out the excess dirt.
Cleanliness as we conceive it was an unknown
art.

Yet the word liturgy was a very well-known
term. It was used in the classical Greek age for
the contributions made by prominent citizens for
the public good. This included presenting the
great tragedies in times of peace or equipping
a ship for service in times of war. Incidentally
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their drama makes our modern variety, tv or
Broadway, look pretty sad.

Religion is concerned with cleansing. Such a
Psalm as the 53d makes this clear. Witness also
the sacrament of baptism. However religion is
rmore than a rite of purification. It should go
beyond the detergical to the liturgical. Like that
perplexed student we confuse them at our peril.

The etymology usually given for liturgy takes
it from two words, meaning, people and work.
Liturgy then is the work of the people of God
for the service of mankind. Its primary refer-
ence today is to the worship of the church, but
worship has its broader implications in the life
we lead. To live liturgically in a very real sense
is to include both God and man. It was Wyecliffe,
centuries before Lincoln, who described the
Bible as ‘“for government of the people, by the
people, and for the people”. This is what we
should mean by liturgy, too.

Religion has its positive and creative, as well
as its cleansing aspect. We misunderstand its
whole nature when we think of it in purely
negative, detergent and deterrent terms. I am
reminded of a sentenc of Whitehead, “But if
men cannot live on bread alone, still less can
they do so on disinfectants”.

- POINTERS For PARSONS -

By Robert Miller

WHEN WE PARSONS are living and working
in the religious atmosphere of our churches our
faith is seldom challenged even though not
everyone in our congregation shares it. How-
ever, most of our hearers do, and even the scepti-
cal expect us to preach it. In the service we are
one with the worshipping congregation and with
it we are lifted nearer to the presence where
there is, not doubt, but certainty.

We can rejoice in such experiences and draw
strength from them, but it would be dangerous
if it led us to make assumptions about the ac-
ceptability of the faith. It is still foolishness to
the Greeks many of whom are humanists. We
are apt to assume that this is a Christian coun-
try, and we are doing it a great service which it
recognizes by such things as the respect it gives
us and the tax exemption it allows the churches.

Suppose our environment changes, and we
find ourselves among men who do not believe in
God, let alone the God and Father of our Lord
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Jesus Christ. They regard him rather as the
projection of man’s fears and yearnings than as
the lord and giver of life. To them God sug-
gests the primitive rather than the ultimate.
Jesus is a great teacher who got himself em-
broiled with the authorities and suffered a hor-
rible death as the result. As for the resurrec-
tion, well, another of those legends that men
delight to tell. It flatters our vanity and out-
rages our reason.

No longer are we drawing strength and com-
fort from our fellow believers for we are thrown
on the defensive, and asked to give to the scorn-
ful a reason for the hope that is in us, a hope
that is more at home in the secret places of the
soul than on Mars Hill, a hope that is confirmed
rather by experience in the way than by logical
proofs. We are tongue-tied when we would
gladly be eloquent, and we realize that the argu-
ments that were so convincing in our sermons
have no validity in the world.

Yet it is good sometimes to expose ourselves
to the sceptic, humbling though it might be. It
reminds us of the uselessness of “persuasive
words of man’s wisdom” and we come to see how
great a blessing we have in the fellowship of
Christians, in the communion of the saints. It
is here that we most readily feel the presence
of the spirit, life-giving and powerful. We have
nothing to gain from the world. Again and again
it offers its kingdoms, but no one can ever
possess them. We plead often for its understand-
ing, but it cannot understand a faith that brushes
aside its values as false, that scorns its promises
and that obstinately seeks a heavenly kingdom
and a city that hath foundations.

Indeed, it is more natural for us to be perse-
cuted than respected, something we easily for-
get in this happy land. After all, it was the
world that crucified the Lord of Glory.

SO YOURE CALLING
A RECTOR!

By Robert Nelson Back
Rishops will want a supply on hand to
send to vestries about to call a rector.
Others will find it a most valuable leaflet,
whether or not their parish faces the task
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Fallout Shelter in Cathedral
Washington Dean Testifies

% Should the U.S. govern-
ment spend $300-million next
year on civil defense? If the
answer is yes, then the next
question is whether $175-million
of the total should be used to
spur construction of community
fallout shelters in public and
non-profit institutions?

Both questions are being
argued before a sub-committee
of the armed services commit-
tee of the House of Representa-
tives.

Philip Kelleher, counsel for
the sub-committee, opened the
hearings with a 90-minute re-
port. In view of the destructive
power of nuclear weapons, he
said, are not shelters “a gamble
and a poor one at that?”

Pointing out that the pro-
gram advocated by the adminis-
tration is aimed exclusively at
fallout protection, Kelleher re-
quested answers to these ques-
tions:

® Does not the shelter pro-
gram fail to shield against blast,
heat and fire — the immediate
effects of a nuclear blast?

@® Isn’t it uncertain that the
administration’s “minimum
shelter standards” would actu-

ally provide a shield against
fallout ?

® How would those lucky
enough to escape immediate
death survive in a barren and
devastated environment?

The lawyer devoted much of
his criticism to the possibility
of a “fire storm” accompanying
the blast which would either
roast or suffocate persons in
shelters. He also said that shel-
ter occupants would be endan-
gered more than those in the
open air by chemical and bi-
ological weapons.

At the conclusion of Kel-
leher’s report the chairman of
the sub- committee, Edward
Hebert of Louisiana, said the
objections stated in the staff
report “are those that are most
prevalent throughout the coun-
try. The purpose of presenting
them here is to have them an-
swered.”

Many Witnesses

Many witnesses testified, in-
cluding General Wheeler, army
chief of staff who, on behalf of
the joint chiefs, urged “an ade-
quate civil defense system.”

Don Sagnolo, national com-
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mander of a veterans organiza-
tion, told the committee that a
“strong civil defense program
could well prove to be the
Noah’s ark of the sixties.”

The defense program, as ad-
vocated by the administration,
proposes that such public build-
ings as schools, hospitals and
jails be provided with fallout
shelters.

Dean Francis B. Sayre Jr. of

Washington Cathedral would
also include churches. His
testimony, presented to the

committee on June 5, 1963, fol-
lows in full:

— “Quote” —

Mr. Chairman:

I am grateful for the oppor-
tunity of appearing before this
Subcommittee to offer my
views on the importance of an
adequate civil defense for our
people.

It seems to me that the gov-
ernment and citizens together
have a clear-cut responsibility
to prepare for the protection of
our populace in case of a con-
ceivable attack by military
forces from outside, or even for
that matter, in the case of an
unforeseen disaster of any kind.
The logic of such preparation
would appear to rest upon the
same prudent wisdom as that of
preventive medicine. If there
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is any possible chance of disas-
ter befalling our people, then
that fact alone justifies all pos-
sible preparation to minimize
its lethal effect when it occurs.

It is idle, I think, to raise
questions regarding the ulti-
mate morality of war and peace
when we are considering this
matter. This may indeed be an
interesting question, but is on
another plane from the practi-
cal questions that this Commit-
tee is discussing just now.
Given the situation of the world
today, which is divided into
competitive camps and hostile
ideologies, we may assume that
we are at least in some sense
already engaged in a kind of
war, whether we approve of it
or don’t. It is a war of sur-
vival. It is a war which will
determine how human life will
be organized within and among
nations. It is a war which will

ultimately determine what prin-

ciple shall prevail in the struc-
ture of human society.

The distinction between of-
fense and defense becomes less
and less meaningful in the con-
flict of our time. In cold war
the battle is waged by the very
character of our society: by the
integrity of a people’s moral re-
source, the viability of a na-
tion’s economy, and the legiti-
macy of the effort to fulfill
men’s aspiration. In hot war,
the devastation of holocaust
would overwhelm such niceties
as national frontiers or the aca-
demic question of who drops the
bomb first, or the different
status of civilians and com-
batants. In either case, cold
war or hot, offense and defense
become obsolete terms. The
war in which we are engaged is
total. The army is the whole
society in its very being. There
is neither respite nor privileged
sanctuary in the conflict.
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This being the case, then the
strategy required must be com-
mensurate. It cannot afford to
ignore any sector. If it is the
responsibility of a commander
of troops to take precautionary
measures for the defense of his
soldiers, by the same token
equivalent steps are required
for the protection of civilians.
Responsibility is the same on
defense or offense, in the civil-
ian as well as the military. Any
commander who did not take
such steps, in either sector,
would be deficient in his clear
duty.

It is upon this logic that a
program for civil defense rests.
And it is for this reason that
leadership cannot be left to
local initiative. If the military
strategy of our national power
is of such a dimension as to re-
quire the leadership of the
Federal government, then so
does the civilian strategy of de-
fense. Both are on a scale for
which no lesser resource is ade-
quate.

As an illustration of these re-
sponsibilities as they work out
in practice, I would offer the
case of the Cathedral in this
city for which as Dean I am re-
sponsible,

Washington Cathedral is sur-
rounded by its cathedral
gchools, attended by some 1200
children. Beyond its own proper
erounds is a teeming residential
community in northwest Wash-
ington, where a great many
people live. And to the Cathe-
dral come upwards of a half
million visitors each year, and
an equivalent number of wor-
shippers of all faiths.

If thick walls and subter-
ranean chambers promise any
kind of shelter at all, then
Washington Cathedral is among
the best; if not in the case of a
direct hit by a hydrogen bomb,
then at least under any other
condition.

To these children, neighbors,
worshippers and visitors I, as
the minister in charge of so
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massive a church building, feel
a direct responsibility to offer
such protection as I can.

As a citizen I may have
opinions about our internation-
al policies. As a Christian, I
may decry the choice of instru-
ments which nations choose to
advance their national aims.
But in the realities of the situa-
tion where for better or for
worse I find myself, I have no
choice but to arm my church for
human safety.

This I could not do alone, The
resources either of the Cathe-
dral or any other church I know
are wholly inadequate to be
able to equip the premises with
the means to sustain life for
any time in case of disaster.
For this assistance is required.

I would like to say to the
Committee, Mr. Chairman, that
when Russian missiles were set
up in Cuba, I was grateful to
the Federal Civil Defense organ-
ization which helped my staff
to stock the Cathedral crypts
with food, water, blankets, and
other items now installed there.
I am not the least ashamed of
our action in flooding one area
in the church basement to pro-
vide potable water in emer-
gency. We have installed gen-
erators, geiger counters and all
the rest, and have conducted
civil defense drills by way of
what you might call precaution-
ary insurance.

All this I believe to be only
simple prudence on the part of
a civilian commander, and I
urge that through appropriate
legislation, the Federal govern-
ment give every assistance to
such efforts throughout the
country.

There is one further aspect
of this whole question which I
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think it would be appropriate
for me to touch upon, since it
relates to my own concern with
the human spirit. I refer to
the potential danger, in time of
sudden disaster, of panic. I am
persuaded that panic can be a
worse danger to our people even
than physical mutilation.

One way of defining panic is
as a lack of faith, lack of calm
confidence, lack of the inward
certainty that, come life or
death, all is in the hands of God
and His hands are good.

The best, and indeed only
way, of forestalling panic is to
strengthen the spirit before-
hand — to prepare in our lives
and hearts the kind of spiritual
assurance that will endure. This
we may do only if we are will-
ing to steadfastly face any issue
that may confront us. Faith is
never built by blinking un-
pleasant or fearful possibilities.
Panic will be minimized, in case
of nuclear attack, only if we
honestly face the dreadful pos-
sibilities now, instead of avoid-
ing the thought. And I would
suggest that the best way of
tempering the metal of our
spirit is to set about the physi-
cal task of anticipating for any
eventuality. Body and soul go
together, and as we prepare to
defend the one, so we may
succeed in strengthening the
other. Apathy or escape from
the dread exigencies that could
befall will only weaken us ir-
retrievably, leaving us not only
from the havoc of bombs, but
from the far more deadly dan-
ger of panic and inner disorgan-
ization.

Tt seems to me essential that

e
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we prepare to defend ourselves
from both the outward or the
inward threat and that these
two enterprises go inevitably to-
gether. Panic is avoided only
by a faith deen rooted and long
cherished. And this in turn
may well be nourished by the
very act of taking those plain
steps of foresighted defense
which any prudent commander
would advocate.
— “Un-Quote” —

At least one other clergyman
testified before the committee.
The Rev. M. Guy West of the
Church of the Brethren de-
clared that “civil defense de-
velops a false sense of security
and fosters the idea of the in-
evitability of nuclear war.”

FORMER PREMIER
SPEAKS IN NEW YORK

% The Honorable Norman W.
Manley, former prime minis-
ter of Jamaica, West Indies,
spoke to an overflow audience
of 1500 persons at St. Luke’s
Church, New York, on June 9th.

The meeting was under the
auspices of the Jamaica Pro-
gressive League and The Ja-
maica Benevolent Society. The
purpose of the meeting was to
rally public support for pro-
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posed changes to the Walter-
McCarran Act affecting immi-
gration.

Mr. Manley in his remarks
stressed the injustice of the
present quota system which per-
mits each year only one hun-
dred Jamaicans to immigrate to
the United States. As the new-
est of the independent nations
in this hemisphere, Jamaica
should receive the same non-
quota status afforded such
countries as Panama, Costa
Rica and other Central and
South American nations, he
said. A resolution calling for
an amendment to the present
law was adopted at the meeting.

Commenting upon current
international affairs, the lead-
er of the opposition in Jamaica
stated that his country feels
itself in close sympathy with
the new nations of Africa. Mr.
Manley also brought words of
support to the Negro groups
which are struggling for the
rights of their people in the
south and the north of the
United States.

The rector of St. Luke’s is
the Rev. David Johnson, a
member of The Witness edi-
torial board.

PLAN PEACE CONGRESS
IN PRAGUE

* Two hundred churchmen
from 28 countries including one
lone American — attended a
meeting here of the executive
committee of the Prague peace
movement called to discuss the
theme and agenda of the second
All-Christian World Peace Con-
gress to be held at Prague in
June, 1964.

The American was John Heid-
brink of Nyack, N. Y., associate
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secretary of the Fellowship of
Reconciliation.

Speaking on behalf of the
Fellowship, he apologized for
the absence of Professor Milton
Mayer of Carmel, Cal.,, who, he
said was to have represented
the F.O.R., but was denied a
passport by U.S. authorities.
Mayer previously had spent
some time in Prague as visiting
professor in the Comenius the-
ological faculty.

It was announced that the
theme of the congress would be,
“The Salvation of Man,” and
that several organizational
meetings would be held in
several countries before opening
of the assembly.

Read at the meeting was a
message from Patriarch Alexei
of Moscow, supreme head of the
Russian Orthodox Church, ap-
pealing to all Christians to work
for peace. It was brought in
person by Archbishop Nicodim,
head of the Russian Church’s
department of foreign church
affairs.

Leading speakers at the
meeting included the Rev. Mr.
Schamuch of the Canadian
society for nuclear disarma-
ment, who called for closer col-
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laboration with the Christian
peace conference. He also in-
vited Professor Joseph L. Hro-
madka, dean of the Comenius

theological faculty, to visit
Canada.
The Rev. A. Jackson of

Liberia stressed the need for
mutual aid among churches in
the struggle for world peace.

Another speaker was the
Rev. Paul Fernandez Ceballos,
spokesman for the Cuban move-
ment for peace.
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. BACKFIRE -

George M. Murray
Bishop Coadjutor of Alabama
Since you plan to devote a
large part of the current two
issues of the Witness to reprint-
ing a statement of Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. which was made
in response to earlier state-
ments by religious leaders
having responsibility in Bir-
mingham, I felt that perhaps
you might be interested in
having copies of the two earlier
statements made by those to
whom he addressed his state-
ment. They are enclosed.

Statement of April, 1963

We the undersigned clergy-
men are among those who, in
January, issued “An Appeal for
Law and Order and Common
Sense”, in dealing with racial
problems in Alabama. We ex-
pressed understanding that hon-
est convictions in racial mat-
ters could properly be pursued
in the courts, but urged that
decisions of those courts should
in the meantime be peacefully
oheyed.

Since that time there had
been some evidence of increased
forbearance and a willingness to
face facts. Responsible citizens
have undertaken to work on
various problems which cause
racial friction and unrest. In
Birmingham, recent public
events have given indication
that we all have opportunity for
a new constructive and realistic
approach to racial problems.

However, we are now con-
fronted by a series of demon-
strations by some of our Negro
citizens, directed and led in part
by outsiders. We recognize the
natural impatience of people
who feel that their hopes are
slow in being realized. But we
are convinced that these demon-
strations are unwise and un-
timely.

We agree rather with certain
local Negro leadership which
has called for honest and open
negotiation of racial issues in
our area. And we believe this

kind of facing of issues can best
be accomplished by citizens of
our own metropolitan area,
white and Negro, meeting with
their knowledge and experience
of the local situation. All of us
need to face that responsibility
and find proper channels for its
accomplishment.

Just as we formerly pointed
out that “hatred and violence
have no sanction in our religious
and political traditions”, we also
point out that such actions as
incite to hatred and violence,
however technically peaceful
those actions may be, have not
contributed to the resolution of
our local problems. We do not
believe that these days of new
hope are days when extreme
measures are justified in Bir-
mingham.

We commend the community
as a whole, and the local news
media and law enforcement of-
ficials in particular, on the calm
manner in which these demon-
strations have been handled.
We urge the public to continue
to show restraint should the
demonstrations continue, and
the law enforcement officials to
remain calm and continue to
protect our city from violence.

We further strongly urge our
own Negro community to with-
draw support from these dem-
onstrations, and to unite locally
in working peacefully for a bet-
ter Birmingham. When rights
are consistently denied, a cause
should be pressed in the courts
and in negotiations among local
leaders, and not in the streets.
We appeal to both our white
and Negro citizenry to observe
the principles of law and order
and common sense.

Signed by: C. C. J. Carpenter,
Bishop of Alabama; Joseph A.
Durick, Auxiliary Bishop, Di-
ccese of Mobile-Birmingham;
Rabbi Milton L. Grafman, Tem-
ple Emanu-El, Birmingham;
Bishop Paul Hardin, Bishop of
the Alabama-West Florida Con-
ference of Methodist Church;
Bishop Nolan B. Harmon, Bish-
op of the North Alabama Con-
ference of Methodist Church;
George M. Murray, Bishop
Coadjutor; Edward V. Ramage,
Moderator, Synod of the Ala-

bama Presbyterian Church in
the United States; Earl Stall-
ings, Pastor, First Baptist
Church, Birmingham.

Editor’s Note: We are glad to
publish the above and also to
feature on the cover the Af-
firmation and Commendation
which was issued in January,
1963 and signed by eleven Ala-
bama religious leaders.

The letter from Bishop Mur-
ray is dated June 14 and
reached us after we had gone to
press with the second part of
Dr. King’s reply.

It is our opinion that Dr.
King’s letter may well prove to
be historic — indeed several
readers, having read only that
part which we printed June 13,
refer to it as a classic.
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Class enters in September. Scholarships avail-
able to well qualified high school graduates.

Apply: Director of Nursing

P

THE BISHOP S SCHOOL <
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA <.

n Episcopal school for @
irls. Scholastic record is
: celled. ‘Collqge,pze-- ,
. Grade 7 is day .

teachers. High standard in schelarsk
athletics. Healthy and beautiful location in
the mountains of Virginia.

Fer catalogue apply to
AUSTIN P. MONTGOMERY, JR., M.A.

DeVEAUX SCHOOL

Niagara Falls, New York
Founpep 1853
A Church School for boys in the Diocese of
Western New York. Grades 8 thru 12. Cel-
lege  Preparatory. Small Classes, 50-aere
Oampus, Resident Faculty. Dormitory for
80, School Building, Chapel, Gymnasium and
Swimming Pool. Write for cataleg Box “A”.
Davip A. KeENNEDY, M.A., Headmaster

The Rt. Rev. LauristoNn L. Scarrs, D.D.,

Pres. Board of Trustees

OKOLONA COLLEGE
OKOLONA, MISSISSIPPI

A Unique Adventure in Christian Bducatien
Co-educational, Private.  Episcopal Diocese
of Mississippi (Protestant Episcopal Church)
Established 1902
High School and Junior College.
and Industries. Music.
For information write:
The President
Today’s Training for Tomorrow’s Opportunities

Trades

LENOX SCHOOL

A Church School in the Berkshire Hills fet
boys 12-18 emphasizing Christian ideals and

through simplicity of plant and

HOLDERNESS

The White Mountain School for 13-10
Thorough college prcpmﬁo- in clasess.
&udent government emphasizes respemsilility.
Team sports, skiing. Debating. Glee Club. Art.
New fireproof building.

. Haoxmmax, Headwastor

Plymouth, New Hempshire

ST. JOHN’S
MILITARY ACADEMY

A preparatory school with a “Way of Life”
the whole boy mentally, physi-
cally and morally. Fully ‘accredited. Grades
7-12. Individuslized instruction in small
classes.  All sports. Modem fi bar-
racks.  Established 1884, Fotmm
write Director of Admissions,

St. John'’s Milit i

Box W, Delatield, ll"y :udﬂym

equipment, moderate tuition, the co-eperative
self-help system and informal, personal rels-
tionships among boys and faculty,
REV. ROBERT L. CURRY, Headmaster
LENOX, MASSACHUSKTTS

SAINT JAMES
SCHOOL
FARIBAULT, MINNESOTA

Founpep 1901
A Country Boarding School fer Beys,
Grades Four shrough Bight
One of ﬂu‘ﬁ sehools in the Midwess
Classes — lnd';vidnl Amn- -

e et Pk it

— Competitiv sports im
basketball and hockey,

‘Summer School-Camp Combination. Grades
One through Eight. June twenty-third to
August second.

MARVIN W. HORSTMAM, HMeadmastor

Schools of the Church --- ---

Epe—

THE CHURCH
FARM SCHOOL

GLEN LocH, Pa.
A School for Boys Dependent en One Parent

Grades — 5th through 12th
College Preparatory and Vocational Training:

Sports: Soccer, Basketball, Track,
Cross-Country

Learn to study, work, play on 1600 acre

farm in historic Chester Valley.

Beys Choir - Religious Training

REV. CHARLES W. SHREINER, D.D.

Headmasser
Post Office: Box . Paeli, Pa.

THE NATIONAL
CATHEDRAL SCHOOL
(For Girls)

ST. ALBANS SCHOOL
(For Boys)

Two schools on the 58-acre Close of
the Washington Cathedral offering a
@hristian edueation in the stimulat-
ing environment of the Nation’s
Capital. Students experience many
of the advantages of co-education
yet retain the advantages of sepa-
rate education. — A thorough cur-
riculum of college preparation com-
bined with a program of supervised
athletics and of social, cultural, and
religieus activities.

Day: Grades 4-12 Boarding. Grades 8-12

Catalogue Sent Upon Request

St. Alban, Washington 16, D. C.

Mount

Shattuck School

The eldest Church Schoel west of the Alle-
ghenies integrates all parts of its pregram—
religious, academic, military, secial — %o help
high school age boys grow “in wisdom amd
stature amd in favor with God amd man.”
Write
CANON SIDNEY W. GOLDSMITH, )R.
Recter and Meadmaster
661 Shumway Hall
SmATTUCK ScHOOL FaAriBaurT, MINN.
MEMBER: THE EPISCOPAL
SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

e—
P

ST. AGNES SCHOOL

An Bpiscopal Bay smd Boarding
Sohool for Girls
Excellent College Preparatory record. Exten-
sive sports fields and new gymnasium. Board-
ors range frem Grade 9 to College Entranece.
MRS. JOHN N. VANDEMOER, Principal
Arsany New Yomx

o=






